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NOSTRUMS  AND  -QUACKERY 


PREFACE  TO  THE  FIRST  EDITION 

In  the  latter  montha  of  1905  the  first  of  a  seriea  of 
articles  appeared  in  Collier's,  dealing  with  what  was 
well  named  the  Great  American  Fraud  —  that  is, 
the  Dostruin  evil  and  quackery.  These  articles  ran  for 
some  months  and,  when  completed,  were  reprinted  in 
booklet  form  by  the  American  Medical  Association. 
Tens  of  thousands  of  these  books  have  been  sold  and 
there  is  no  question  that  the  wide  dissemination  of  the 
information  contained  in  the  Great  American  Fraud 
series  has  done  much  to  mitigate  the  worst  evils  of  the 
"patent  medicines"  and  quackery.  How  hard  these 
forces  of  evil  have  been  hit  is  indicated  by  the  organized 
attempt  on  their  part  to  discredit  and  bring  into  dis- 
repute the  American  Medical  Association  by  means  of 
speciously  named  "leagues,"  organized  by  those  who  are 
now  or  have  in  the  past  been  in  the  "patent  medicine" 
business,  ostensibly  to  preserve  what  has  been  miscalled 
"medical  freedom." 

A  few  years  before  the  first  of  the  Collier's  articles 
appeared,  the  American  Medical  Association  commenced 
a  campaign  against  the  proprietary  evil  that  existed 
within  the  medical  profession.  After  cleaning  to  a 
marked  degree  this  Augean  stable,  the  Association  ex- 
tended its  activities  to  the  investigation  of  the  more 
widely  spread  evil  of  "patent  medicines"  and  quackery. 
It  should  be  understood  that  in  many  cases  there  is  no 
clear  line  of  demarcation  between  what  are  commonly 
known  as  "patent  medicines"  and  the  "ethical  proprie- 
taries." Aa  baa  been  shown  time  and  again,  it  is  not 
unusual  for  a  nostrum  first  to  be  exploited  only  to  the 
medical  profession — aa  an  "ethical  proprietary."  After 
a  sufficient  number  of  testimonials  have  been  received 
from  unthinking  physicians  the  promoters  of  the  nos- 
trum advertise  their  wares  direct  to  the  public^ — as  a 
"patent  medicine."  Again,  some  nostrum  exploiters 
prefer  to  exploit  their  producta  exeluaively  through  the 
medical  profcaaion,  never  advertlaing  direct  lo  the  laity. 
On  the  other  band,  there  have  been  a  few  cases  in  which 


nostrums  have  first  been  marketed  to  the  public  direct 
and  later  have  been  advertised  either  under  the  same 
or  a  different  name  to  phj^sicians. 

Many  of  the  articles  that  have  appeared  in  The 
JoDRNAL  of  the  American  Medical  Association  during 
the  last  few  years,  dealing  with  quackery  or  "patent 
medicines,"  have  been  reprinted  in  pamphlet  form  for 
distribution  to  the  laity.  As  the  number  of  these  pam- 
phlets increased,  it  was  thought  desirable  to  bring  all 
this  matter  together  in  one  book.  The  present  volume 
is  the  result.  Mr.  Adams'  "Great  American  Fraud" 
articles  aimed  to-  cover  the  whole  subject  of  quackery 
and  the  nostrnm  evil  in  as  broad  and  general  a  way  as 
possible.  From  the  nature  of  the  ease,  it  was  impos- 
sible to  give  very  much  space  to  any  one  fraud.  The 
present  book  differs  in  just  tliis  respect  from  the  Col- 
lier's reprint.  While  but  comparatively  few  concerns 
are  dealt  with,  they  are  shown  up  with  special  reference 
to  the  details  of  their  fraudulent  activity.  By  this 
means  light  has  been  thrown  into  the  innermost  recesses 
— the  holy  of  holies  of  quackery.  It  is  believed  that  a 
perusal  of  the  cases  here  presented  will  so  plainly  show 
the  fraud,  the  greed  and  the  danger  that  are  inseparable 
from  "patent  medicine"  exploitation  and  quackery  that 
the  reader  must  perforce  be  protected  in  no  small  degree 
from  this  wide-spread  evil. 

While  most  of  the  matter  here  given  is  the  result  of 
work  done  directly  by  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, we  have  not  hesitated  to  take  advantage  of  the 
splendid  work  done  by  the  Post  Office  Department 
through  the  agency  of  the  fraud  order  and  also  of  that 
done  by  the  federal  and  state  officials  in  enforcing 
national  and  state  pure  food  laws.  It  is  an  unfortu- 
nate fact  that  much  of  the  valuable  work  done  by  offi- 
cials entrusted  with  the  execution  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts  is  buried  in  official  documents  that  never 
reach  those  to  whom  such  work  is  of  the  greatest  value. 
We  make  no  apology,  therefore,  for  presenting  in  as 
popular  a  form  as  is  consistent  with  scientific  accuracy, 
the  results  of  much  of  this  work.  In  addition  to  these 
sources  of  informaiion  we  have  quoted  freely  from  the 
reports  that  have  appeared  in  the  'British  Medical  Jour- 
nal on  nostrums  and  quackery. 

For  the  purpose  of  classification,  this  book  has  been 
divided  into  three  genera!  departments;  the  first  deals 
with  quackery,   the  second   with   nostrums,   while   the 


third  contains  miscellaneous . matter  that  did  not  seem 
to  belong  to  either  of  the  other  two  divisions.  Actually, 
there  is  no  clear  line  between  these  divisions.  While, 
aa  a  general  thing,  the  preparations  classed  as  nostrums 
are  such  as  are  sold  through  the  medium  of  drug  stores, 
yet,  in  a  few  cases,  they  are  sold  by  the  manufacturer — 
or,  more  commonly,  the  exploiter— direct.  On  the  other 
hand,  while  we  have  classed  under  quackery  those  con- 
cerns which  profess  to  diagnose  and  treat  disease,  some 
of  these  institutiona  also  list  their  medicaments  with 
the  wholesale  and  retail  drug  firms.  The  divisions, 
therefore,  are  purely  arbitrary. 
■  Jiist  a  word  as  to  the  distinction  made  between  pro- 
prietary medicines  and  "patent  medicines."  Strictly 
speaking,  practically  all  nostrums  on  the  market  are 
proprietary  medicines  and  but  very  few  are  true  patent 
medicines.  A  patent  medicine,  in  the  legal  sense  of 
the  word,  is  a  medicine  whose  composition  or  method 
of  making,  or  both,  has  been  patented.  Evidently, 
therefore,  a  patent  medicine  is  not  a  secret  preparation 
because  its  composition  must  appear  in  the  patent  apeci- 
ficatioQ8.  Nearly  every  nostrum,  instead  of  being  pat- 
ented, IB  given  a  fanciful  name  and  that  name  is  reg- 
istered at  Washington;  the  name  thus  becomes  the 
property  of  the  nostrum  exploiter  for  all  time.  '  While 
the  composition  of  the  preparation,  and  the  curative 
effects  claimed  for  it,  may  be  changed  at  the  whim  of 
its  owner,  his  proprietorship  in  the  name  remains  intact. 
As  has  been  said,  a  trne  patent  medicine  is  not  a  secret 
preparation ;  moreover,  the  product  becomes  public  prop- 
erty at  the  end  of  seventeen  years.  As  the  term  "patent 
medicine"  has  come  to  have  a  definite  meaning  to  the 
public,  this  term  ia  used  in  its -colloquial  sense  through- 
out the  book.  That  is  to  say,  all  nostrums  advertised 
and  sold  direct  to  the  public  are  referred  to  as  "patent 
medicines";  those  which  are  advertised  directly  only  to 
physicians  are  spoken  of  as  "proprietaries." 
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PREFACE  TO  SECOND  EDITION 

"Nostrums  and  Quackery"  was  published  by  the 
^Vmerican  Medical  Aesociation  in  the  belief  not  only 
that  the  information  it  contained  ought  to  go  to  the 

public  but  also  that  the  public  d^ired  ]U8t  such  infor- 
matioD.  The  best  evidence  that  this  belief  was  justified 
IS  the  necessity  of  issuing  a  second  edition  in  less  than 
,1  year.  The  second  edition  is  larger  by  about  two  hun- 
dred pages.  Much  entirely  new  matter  has  been  added 
and  a  large  portion  of  the  material  that  appeared  in  the 
first  edition  has  been  brought  down  to  date. 

Quacltery  does  not  die  easily.  Exposures  of  the 
frauds  perpetrated  by  quacks  and  nostrum  venders  do 
good  only  to  the  extent  tliat  such  exposes  educate  the 
public.  When  the  veil  of  mystery  is  torn  from  the 
medical  falter,  (he  naked  sordidness  and  inherent 
wortlilesaness  that  remains  suffices  to  make  quackery 
its  owu  greatest  c-ondcnination.  Tliis  is  tlie  mission  on 
which  "Nostrums  and  Quackery"  goes  forth. 
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THE   DS.   GOLDBERG   MEDICAL   COMPANY 

This  concern,  which  bad  its  headquarters  at  Detroit,  was 
for  some  years  conducted  by  Dr.  Samuel  Goliiberg,  but  in 
August,  I90S,  Goldberg  sold  a  half  interest  in  the  business  to 
Dr.  Herman  Janss  of  Chicago.  Investigation  showed  that,  in 
addition  to  Herman  Janss  and  Samuel  Goldberg,  there  was  a 
Dr.  Peter  Janss  and  a  Dr.  H.  K.  Smith  employed  by  this  com- 
pany. The  business  was  a  mail-order  treatment  of  "diseases 
of  men."  After  incorporating  under  the  title  of  "Dr.  Gold- 
berg Medical  Co."  and  selling  one-half  interest  to  Janss,  the 
two  owners  arranged  to  have  the  Detroit  business  conducted 
by  employees.  Goldberg  saved  from  his  transfer  to  the  cor- 
poration certain  of  bis  old  business  and  this  he  transferred  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 

The  post-office  investigations  showed  that  it  was  the  practice 
of  the  Goldberg  concern  to  collect  moat  exorbitant  amounts 
from  patients,  apparently  taking  advantage  of  the  private 
nature  of  the  diseases  the  company  was  supposed  to  treat. 
Patients  were  turned  over  by  Goldberg  to  Smith  for  treatment. 
Smith,  it  was  found,  was  not  authorized  to  practice  medicine 
in  the  State  of  Michigan  and  that  while  he  claimed  to  be  a 
graduate  of  Louisville  Medical  College  and  to  be  licensed  to 
practice  in  Illinois  and  Indiana,  yet  he  was  unable  to  show 
either  a  diploma  or  registration  certificate  to  confirm  his 
statements. 
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The  methods  employed  by  this  concern  in  "treating"  Its 
Tictims  were  shown  to  be  fraudulent  and  the  PostmaBter- 
General  issued  n  frnud  order  against  It  Dec.  5.  1906. 


Qoldberg. 


HALE,  DYAS  AND  REGISTER 
Again  the  federal  autliorities  liavc  done  the  public  a  ser- 
vice by  protecting  it  from  tlie  ma<^  hi  nations  of  medical  im- 
postors. W.  H.  lUle  of  Jackson,  Mich.,  a  quack  with  a 
penitentiary  record,  connected  himself  with  A.  S.  Dyar  and 
Itnland  Repijiter.  two  "advertisinR  sjiecialists"  who  operated 
separate  institutions  in  New  Orleans.  The  Bchemo  was  to 
have  Hale  pose  as  a  "noted  Tendon  speciali.it"  who  was 
visiting  New  Orleans  and  who  liad  olTered  to  assist  each  of  the 
local  "Bpccialists"  in  giving  professional  advice  to  sncli  vic- 
tims as  they  miglit  get  ns  patients.  Tlie  mailing  lists  of 
Dynr  and  Ri-iri»(pr  wore  broiiglit  into  service  and  a  "strictly 
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peraoual"  circular  letter  waa  sent  to  several  hundred  past 
and  prospective  victims  of  these  two  "Bpecia lists."  The 
letters  offered  the  "patients"  an  opportunity  of  getting  the 
''noted"  visitor's  opinion  on  their  cases  if  tliey  would  call 
at  the  office  of  the  local  "Bpecislist."  Tlie  details  of  the  case 
follow : 

Dyar  and  Hale  were  charged  and  tried  separately  from 
Roister  and  Hale.  In  each  esse  the  defendants  were  charged 
first,  with  having  uacd  the  post-oflice  of  the  United  States 
in  the  execution  of  a  scheme  and  artifice  to  defraud,  prev- 
iously formed;  second,  with  having  conspired  to  commit  an 
offense  gainst  the  United  States,  namely,  the  use  of  the  mail 
in  the  execution  of  the  scheme  to  defraud  as  set  forth  in  the 
first  count.  The  case  against  Dyar  .will  be  described;  that 
against  Register  was  practically  identical  with  it. 

The   scheme  to  defraud  was   executed  by   the  mailing,  by 
the  defendant  Dyar,  in  the  case  in  which  he  and  Hale  were 
defendants,  of  a  "form"  letter  made  to  appear  as  if  in  type- 
writing,  addressed   to  two  thousand   or   twenty-five   hundred 
different    persons,   some    of   whom    had   been    Dyar'a    former 
patients,  and  had  ceased  to  consult  him,  and  others  of  whom 
had   interviewed  him   with   a   view   of   taking   his   treatment 
but  who  never  took  treatment  from  him.     The  letter  follows; 
New  Obleans,  Feb.  27,  1908.     . 
"Dear   8ir:^I   hope   you   will   pardon   this   letter,   but 
when  you  have  read  it,  I  know  you  will.      It  is  natural 
that  I   feel   a  deep   interest   in   those   consulting   me   re- 

farding  their  physical  condition,  and  especially  In  those 
have  treated  and  also  in  those  I  am  stilt  treating.  I 
feel  that  you  know  that  I  have  been  perfectly  sincere 
and  honest  in  everything  that  I  have  done  and  said,  that 
I  have  always  studied  your  case  carefully  and  earnestly 
endeavored  to  deserve  your  confidence  and  friendship — 
in  other  words  I  have  tried  to  act  out  the  Golden  Kule. 

"The  fear  that  I  have  not  cured  you  has  been  causing 
me  some  worry.  Meeting  Professor  W.  H.  Hale,  T^.D.,  of 
London,  England,  the  noted  expert  in  genitourinary  dis- 
eases, who  IS  just  now  on  a  visit  to  the  United  States, 
and  with  whom  some  years  ago,  I  had  a  very  close 
acquaintance,  I  took  the  liberty  of  consulting  this  noted 
gentleman  about  your  case.  He  gave  me  much  light 
and  assured  me  that  there  was  a  safe  and  permanent 
cure  for   your  trouble. 

"So  delighted  was  I,  that  T  have,  after  much  persuasion, 
secured  Professor  Hale's  promise  to  spend  next  Thursday, 
Friday  and  Saturday  and  Sunday,  March  5th,  6th,  7th, 
and  8th  WITH  ME,  on  which  occasion  he  will  meet  you, 
give  you  a  consultation  and  whatever  advice  necessary, 
for  which  there  will  be  no  charge  whatever  to  you. 

"When  you  stop  to  think  that  ng  a  rule  Professor  Hale 
charges  from  $100  to  $1,000,  for  consultation  alone,  you 
can  possibly  understand  what  it  means  to  you  to  get  the 
benefit  of  his  valued  services  without  any  charge  what- 
ever, and  because  of  his   personal  friendsliip   for   me,  he 
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has  coDBented  to  see  a  limited  number  of  patients,  of 
whom  you  are  one. 

"pFofessar  Hale  is  regarded  aa  one  of  the  greatest  liv- 
ing specialists  in  Nervous,  Cbronio  and  Special  Diseases. 
I,  therefore,  ask  you  to  call  at  my  office  on  either  of 
the  days  mentioned;  Namely:  Thursday,  Friday,  Satur- 
day or  Sunday,  March  5th,  0th,  7th,  and  8th,  at  any 
hour  that  suits  your  convenience,  between  9  a.  m.  and 
8  p.  m.,  as  the  doctor  will'  be  with  me  each  day  during 
these  hours. 

"I  can  hardly  expresB  to  you  the  pleasure  and  satis- 
faction T  enperipnce  in  having  Professor  Hale  visit  me,  and 
I  hope  that  you  will  avail  yourself  of  my  efforts  in  your 
behalf. 

"Yours  in  the  cause  of  Health, 

A.  8.  Dtab,  M.D." 
This  letter  was  evidently  designed  to  deceive  those  who 
received  it  into  bel)<?ving  that  it  was  a  special  letter  to  each 
of  them.  This  deception  was  emphasized  by  the  statement 
in  each  letter  that  Dyar  hod  been  much  worried  by  the  fear 
that  he  had  not  cured  each  of  the  twenty -five  hundred  indi- 
viduals, and  further  by  the  statement  that  he  had  consulted 
"Professor.  W.  H:  Hale,  MD."  in  regard  to  the  casts  of  each 
of  the  different  individuals  to  whom  the  letter  was  sent,  and 
further  by  the  statement  that  "Professor  Hale"  had  given 
him  (Dyar)  much  liglit  and  had  assured  him  that  there  was 
a  safe  and  permanent  cure  for  the  trouble  of  each  of  the 
various   persons. 

The  so-called  Professor  Hale  who  was  represented  as  being 
of  London,  England,  just  then  on  a  visit  to  the  United  States, 
was,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  and  had  been,  for  the  last  nine  or 
ten  years,  previous  to  the  mailing  of  the  letter  in  February, 
1608,.  a  resident  and  a  registered  voter  of  Jaclcson,  Michigan. 
Some  years  previously  Hale  operated  the  "British  Medical 
Institute"  at  Jackson.  This  was  a  typical  "lost  manhood" 
concern  and  did  a  .thriving  business  until  Hale  was  prosecuted 
under  the  medical  practice  act  and  his  "institute"  closed.  He 
then  began  his  itinerant  career  as  the  "great  London  spec- 
Physicians  of  prominence  and  standing  in  the  branches  of 
their  profession  in  which  Hale  was  represented  to  be  an  ex- 
pert showed  that  Hale  was  not  known  and  had  never  been 
heard  of  by  them  and  that  it  he  had  been  a  noted  expert 
in  the  branches  of  the  profession  mentioned  and  "one  of  the 
greatest  living  specialists,"  as  represented  in  the  letter,  they 
would  have  known  of  him.  Tb"  proof  in  regard  to  Hale, 
however,  went  considerably  furt  ■  lihowed  that  in  1891 

he  had  been  indicted  in  the  0V'  ■•i^.'tes  District  Court  in 
Denver,  Colorado,  for  the  crin.i'  o''  ;  iving  used  the  mttils  in 
a  scheme  to  defraud. 

Hale's  method  in  Denver  consisted  in  p;  .cticing  under  the 
fictitious  name  of  a  Chinese  doctor,  "Dr.  Gun  Wa,"  who  by 
the  use  of  Chinese  herbs  that  he  professed  to  have,  claimed 
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to  make  remarkable  cures.  After  the  indictment  in  Denver, 
Hale  seems  to  have  fled  to  England,  for  in  1S92  he  was 
iodicted  in  Liverpool,  England,  for  the  fraudulent  practice 
of  inediciae,  in  connection  nith  some  other  man,  who  together 
promised  to  cure  catarrh  and  catarrhal  deafness,  and  prom- 
ised to  furnish  medicines  for  this  purpose,  all  of  which  claims 
were  false. 

He  was  tried  under  this  indictment  in  England,  and  sen- 
tenced to  serve  a  period  of  eighteen  months  in  th«  peniten- 


One  of  Dysr's  advertisements;  Beglstur  also  advertlwd  tn  a 
skQillar  way.  Halt^  lur  aume  years  oiwrated  tb«  "BTltish  Medical 
iDstituiu''  at  Jacksuu,  MiUi.  This  was  a  "lost  manboud'  concera  of 
Ibe  UHual  type. 

tiary  at  Walton,  England.  On  his  return  from  Englaud 
to  the  United  States,  after  the  expirntion  of  his  sentence  m 
England,  ho  was  arrested  in  New  York  under  the  Denver 
indictment  and  taken  back  to  Denver  wliere  lie  was  tried 
and  convicted  and  sentenced  to  serve  a  period  of  eighteen 
months  in  the  penitentiary. 
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After  the  expiration  of  his  ienteoce,  he  seemed  to  liaTe 
gone  to  New  York,  for  id  18B5,  he  was  there  Indicted  in 
connection  with  some  other  man  for  grand  larceny  of  $1,500 
from  one  John  McCallum,  whom  Hale  told  that  he  was  sutler - 
iDg  with  serious  kidne;  trouble,  from  whieh  he  would  soon 
go  craij  or  die  and  of  whic^h  they  would  cure  him  by  means 
of  what  they  called  "radium  cure."  On  these  representations 
he  charged  McCallum  $1,500  for  a  small  vial  of  "radium 
cure."  Hale  pleaded  guilty  to  this  Indictment  and  was  sen- 
tenced to  a  term  of  eight  months  in  the  penitentiary  at 
Blaekwell's  Island,  New  York. 

In  addition  to  the  above  evidence,  proving  that  Hale  was  not 
a  noted  expert,  or  one  of  the  "greatest  living  specialists"  as  he 
was  represented  to  be  in  the  letter,  several  physicians  from 
Ohio  and  Michigan  testified  regarding  Hale's  standing  in  the 
profession  and  as  to  whether  or  not  he  was  entitled  to  prac- 
tice medicine  in  Ohio  where  he  claimed  to  have  graduated 
from  the  American  Eclectic  College  of  Medicine,  or  1n  Michi' 
gan  where  he  resided.  The  evidence  of  these  physicians,  two 
of  whom  were  secretaries  of  the  state  boards  of  health  of 
Ohio  and  Michigan,  respectively,  showed  that  the  American 
Eclectic  College  had  been  investigated  by  these  two  states 
and  was  not  in  good  standing,  and  the  diplomas  therefrom 
were  not  recognized  as  authority  to  practice  medicine  and 
that,  although  Hale  had  applied  for  re -registration  under 
'the  laws  of  Michigan,  his  application  had  not  been  granted 
and  he  was  not  .and  had  not  been  for  Home  years  authorized 
to  practice  medicine  in  Michigan.  Of  course,  Hale  produced 
'  physicians  of  his  class  from  New  York,  Chicago  and  elsewhere, 
who  swore  to  his  excellent  standing  as  a  surgeon  and  diag- 
nostician, and  h^  referred  to  liaving  license  to  practice  med- 
icine in  Maine,  Arkansas  and  Oklahoma. 

Hale,  Dyar  and  Register  were  found  guilty  and  were  sen- 
tenced to  pay  ffnes  varying  from  $1,000  to  $5,000  and  to  serve 
terms  in  the  federal  prison  of  from  twelve  to  eighteen  raontha 
each.  United  States  District  Attorney  Cliarlton  R.  Beattie 
and  Postoffice  Inspector  F.  J.  G.  Pulsifer  deserve  great  credit 
for  the  successful  outcome  of  these  cases;  tliey  have  done 
the  public  a  substantial  service,  (from  The  Journal  A.  M.  A., 
Oct.  15,  1910.) 

[Since  the  above  appeared  the  newspapers  state  that  the 
court  of  appeals — for,  of  course,  these  quacks  appealed — has 
granted  a  new  trial.  The  court  of  appeals  held  tliat  the  lower 
court  erred  in  admitting  the  damning  evidence  against  the 
quack  Hale,  who,  as  was  stated,  holds  a  penitentiary  record.] 

HABSTON  REMEDY  COMPANY 

The  president,  and  practically  owner,  of  the  Marston 
Remedy  Company  of  19  Park  Place,  New  York  City,  was  one 
n.  D.  Van  Leuven.     The  concern  did  a  mail-order  business  in 
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treating,  as  pretended  specialiets,  sexual  diseases  of  men. 
Patients  were  given  blanks  on  which  to  write  a.  description  of 
tlieir  complaint  and  these  blanks  the  company  pretended  to 
bave  examined  hy  its  "specialists,"  who  would  prescribe  a 
"treatment."  Ah  a  matter  of  fact,  the  eoocern  was  shown, 
when  investigated  by  the  all thori ties,  \xi  have  a  supply  of 
stock  remedies,  and  its  so-called  specialists  prescribed  as  many 
of  these  stock  remedies  as  it  considered  possible  to  sell  to  the 
unfortunate   patient. 

To  secure  business,  the  company  bought  lists  of  names  from 
tetter-brokers  and,  to  each  of  the  persona  on  such  lists  mailed 
ita  "literature,"  which  consisted  of  a.  number  of  circulars 
oRering  one  month's  treatment  for  $1.  Accompanying  the 
circular  were  a  number  of  printed  testlmoniaJa  and  a.  book 
entitled,  "Treatise  on  the  Ideal  Treatment  of  Nervous  Diseases 
and  Exhaustion  in  Men  by  Local  Absorption."  When  the 
patient  sent  in  a  dollar  for  the  treatment  his  order  was  not 
mied  but  his  money  was  held  and  he  was  sent  a  circular  letter 
enclosing  a  question  sheet  for  liim  to  write  thereon  a  descrip- 
tion of  his  complaint.  The  reason  given  for  thus  holding  the 
oruer  was  that  "treatment  must  be  prepared  to  suit  each  indi- 
vidual ease."  As  a  matter  of  fact,  treatments  were  not  pre- 
pared but  the  company  simply  supplied  the  stock  remedies. 

THE  USUAL  C.  O.  D.  DODGE 

If  the  unfortunate  patient  filled  out  the  symptom  blank  and 
returned  it  to  the  company,  he  received  by  return  mail  a  letter 
purporting  to  diagnose  his  case  and  recommending  a  number 
of  stock  remedies.  At  the  same  time  he  was  shipped  by  express 
a  package  of  these  remedies  sent  C.  0.  D.  The  price  asked 
for  them  ran  as  high  as  $40;  the  patient  being  given  credit  for 
the  dollar  he  had  already  paid.  The  Assistant  Attorney- 
General  reported: 

"These  stock  remedies  may  be  fitted  to  the  patient's  case, 
but  tlie  probability  is  that  they  are  not.  The  so-called  physi- 
cians of  the  company  handle  great  numbers  of  these  cases  each 
day  and  they  spend  but  a  few  hours  at  it.  They  simply  glance 
casually  at  whatever  description  the  victims  may  give,  whether 
that  description  he  sufBcient  or  not  for  an  accurate  diagnosis, 
and  then  turn  the  case  over  to  the  typewriters  with  instruc- 
tions as  to  the  kind  of  stereotyped  diagnosis  to  send  the  party 
and  which  of  the  stock  rpmeiilei  to  ship.  The  system  is  simply 
hit  or  miss  and  the  only  concern  of  fhe  company  is  to  secure 
s  profitEf  by  selling  its  stock  remediea," 


It  was  shown  that  the  adverUsing  regarding  the  $1  treat- 
ment was  absolutely  fraudulent;  such  a  treatment  was  never 
sent  nor  intended  to  be  sent,  the  purpose  of  the  company  being 
simply  to  get  into  communication  with  individuals  to  whom  it 
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could  ship  930  or  940  worth  of  medicine  tluit  was  fraudulently 
claimed  to  be  Hpecially  prepared  for  the  case.  In  addition  to 
selling  pills  and  tableta  at  exorbitant  pricee,  the  company 
also  aold  a  vacuum  appliance  as  a  "cure  for  lost  manhood." 
It  charged  ttO  for  this  device,  which  cost  it  but  a  few  cents. 

Id  its  advertiaing,  the  Alaraton  Company  printed  what  it 
termed  an  "editorial  endorsement"  from  a  publication  called 
the  United  States  Health  Heporti.  The  impression  was  given 
that  the  United  Slates  Health  Reports  was  an  authority  on 
matters  of  health  sanitation  and  hygiene,  when,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  it  WHS  a  fraudulent  advertising  ooneern  which  pub- 
lished "editorial  endorsements"  for  any  disreputable  institu- 
tion that  would  pay  tor  them.  The  whole  business  was  so 
palpably  fraudulent  that  id  September,  1D06,  the  Postmaster- 
Geoeral  denied  the  company  the  use  of  the  mails. 


HEW  YORE  INSTITUTE  07  PHYSICIAHS  AHD  SUBOEONS 
The  New  York  Institute  ot  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  made  a  business  of  advertising  through  tha 
newspapers  and  selling  through  the  mails  a  medical  treatment, 
which  it  called  "Vitaopathy."  ConDected  witii  the  eoncem 
was  one  Thomas  F.  Adkin,  its  president  and  principal  man- 
ager. Dr.  L.  B.  Ilawlej'.  E.  Virgil  Neal  and  T.  A. 
Pulver.  Adkin  fraudulently  represented  that  he  was  the 
originator  and  discoverer  of  the  new  and  wonderful  treatment, 
"vitaopathy,"  by  the  use  ot  Vhicli  he  was  able  to  effect 
miraculous  cures.  The  vitaopathic  treatment  really  consisted 
ot  medical  treatment  prescribed  by  physicians  in  the  employ 
ot  the  company,  general  direction.s  for  dieting,  bathing;  breath- 
ing;, resting,  etc.,  and,  what  was  termed  by  Adkin,  auto- 
suggestion given  in  the  form  of  a  letter.  The  letter  instructed 
tlie  patient  to  concentrate  all  of  liis  mental  energies  on  the 
thought  that  he  \vhf<  going  to  be  oured  of  liis  disease  and  to 
repeat  certain  phrases  to  that  effect.  It  was  shown,  at  the 
trial,  that  there  was  absolutely  nothing  new  in  this  treatment 
nnr  nothing  of  which  Adkin  could  properly  claim  to  be  the 
discoverer  and  originator. 

ADVCETI  SEME  NTS    IS    THE   FORM    OF    NEWS 

The  advertisements  issued  by  the  company  in  the  newspapers 
appeared  in  the  regular  news  form,  many  o{  them  l>eing  labeled 
"special  corres|)ondence."  It  was  intended,  of  course,  to  deceive 
the  public  into  believing  that  Adkin's  power  and  wonderful 
cures  had  attracted  suflicicnt  public  attention  to  be  reported 
ut  length  in  newspapers,  when,  in  fact,  the  company  was  pay- 
ing high  prices  for  the  advert i^ements. 

1.  nswloy,    Nrat    and    AdkiD    hnve    b^pn    ronnpi'ti'd    with    Other 
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THE  "DISTINOUIBHED  t 
At  the  bearing,  Adkin  was  ask«d  to  give  the  names  and 
salaries  of  the  "distinguiahed  BpecialistH"  and  "most  eminent 
physicians  of  modem  times"  who  were  employed  by  the  com- 
pany. He  gave  the  following  list,  which  he  said  was  nearly 
correct: 


in  Ibe  Arena,  Tbe  A 
B.  O.  Flower,  who  Is 
Mt^dlcal  Fredom." 


f  preflldent  or  tSe  ' 


Dr.  Norton  devoted  the  whole  or  bis  time  to  tbe  work  at  a  saiatj 
It  130.00  per  wwk. 
Dr.  CartiR  deToled  the  wbole  of  bis  time  at  t2S.0O  per  week. 
Dr.  Eut  devoted  bati  of  bis  time  lo  the  work  at  tlZ.OO  per  weeii. 
Dr.  Kline  devoted  all  of  his  time  to  tbe  work  s(  $'JO.UO  pet  week. 
Dr.  Da;  received  a  percentage  o[  tbe  profits. 
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Adkin  also  gave  the  (ollowiog  list  of  doctors  who  attended 
to  such  cases  as  might  be  assigned  to  them;  Drs.  Whitney, 
Hunt,  Doane,  Kilkie,  Dollne,  Erdtmann,  Pollock,  Winter, 
Jackson,  Hersch,  Able,  DraJce,  Horter  and  E,  B.  Herrick,  Most 
of  these  men  received  $S0  a  j/earl  It  wae  shown  that  the  com- 
pany's representations  relative  to  the  "staff  of  eminent  spe- 
cialists" were  false  and  fraudulent.  The  largest -salaried  doc- 
tor in  the  employ  of  the  institute  received  only  $1,660  a  year 
and  so-called  specialists  got  $60  per  year.  One  of  these 
"speoialiats,"  whose  name  has  been  given— E.  B.  Herrick— had 
previously  operated  a  medical  company  of  liis  own  until  it 
was  put  out  of  business  by  the  post-office  authorities.  While 
Herrick  was  employed  by  Adkin  as  an  "eminent  specialist"  in 
rheumatism,  lie  had  run  bis  own  medical  company  on  the  rep- 
resentation that  he  was  a  "specialist"  in  "venereal  diseases." 

Lik£  moat  companies  of  this  sort,  this  concern  purchased  its 
medicine,  which  consisted  of  tablets,  from  manufacturing  phar- 
maceutical houses;  in  this  case  from  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  and 
Payne  &  Co.  On  account  of  the  fraud  on  which  this  concern 
was  founded,  the  use  of  the  mails  was  denied  to  it,  July  21, 
1005. 

THE    DK.    TAYLOR    COMPAMY 

A  most  important  trial  and  subsequent  conviction  has  just 
been  concluded  in  San  Francisco;  it  is  the  lirst  case  in  the 
United  States  in  which  an  advertising  "specialist"  has  been 
convicted  by  a  jury  of  the  crime  ot  trying  to  obtain  money 
hy  false  pretense.  The  man,  John  J.  Arberry,  a  graduate  of 
the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Kentucky,  1S91, 
and  licensed  to  practice  medicine  in  California  in  1305  (before 
the  examining  board  was  established),  was  arrested  in  July, 
1009,  the  trial  being  held  this  month — January,  1910. 

Dr.  Arberry  was  the  "chief  consulting  physician"  in  a  widely 
advertised  concern  known  as  the  "Dr.  Taylor  Company,"  a  cor- 
poration, the  principal  stockholder  of  which,  Dr.  Arberry,  testi- 
fied on  the  stand,  is  one  0.  C.  Joalen,  who  formerly  had  a 
license  to  practice,  which  license  was  revoked  in  1003,  after  a 
conviction  in  the  U.  S.  Court  for  sending  immoral  literature 
through  the  mail;  the  literature  was  an  offer  to  produce  an 
abortion.  Several  other  advertising  concerns  are  largely  owned 
by  the  same  Joslen,  but  ^;hey  are  operated  by  very  shrewd 
licensed  physicians  and  their  advertising  is  generally  ao  worded 
that  they  cannot  be  reached  under  the  laW'  It  was  for  thia 
reason  that  the  present  case,  along  an  entirely  new  line,  was 
undertaken  and  supported  by  the  San  Francisco  County  Med- 
ical Society. 

A  young  man  of  about  twenty  came  to  San  Francisco  from  the 
country  about  the  middle  of  July;  on  July  10  he  felt  a  pain 
in  his  back  and,  seeing  the  sign  of  the  Dr.  Taylor  Company 
went  into  the  office.   He  saw  Dr.  Arberry,  who  told  him,  after 
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massaging  his  prostate,  tliat  he  had  au  abscess  of  the  prostate 
and  it  would  require  $200  to  cure  it.  Arberry  persuaded  the 
young  man  to  sign  a  letter  to  his  aunt  living  in  the  country, 
asking  that  the  money  be  sent  to  him,  care  of  the  Dr.  Taylor 
Company.  The  money  was  received  and  paid.  On  July  23, 
Arberry,  evidently  thinking  it  a  abame  not  to  get  some  more 
"easy  money,"  wrote  a  letter  to  the  young  ma.n'8  aunt  telling 
her  to  eome  to  San  Francisco,  that  the  boy  had  another  aerioua 
complaint.  She  came  and  first  went  to  see  some  friends  and 
fellow  countrymen  (Italians).  Ooe  of  her  friends  went  with 
her  to  see  Arberry,  representing  herself  as  her  cousin  and  inter- 
preter and  alleging  that  she  could  not  speak  English — though 


Ffaotograiiblc  reproduction  (mucb  reduced)  of  a  typical  adverlisc- 
ment  of  tbe  Dr.  Taylor  Co.  While  tbia  particular  iidTertisenipnt 
was  trom  tbe  Seattle,  Wash.,  brunch,  tbe  con  cent  a[:;o  bad 
branches  at  Portland,  Shq  Francisco  and  Los  Angeles. 

she  really  speaks  and  understands  it  well.  Arberry  said  to 
them  that  the  young  man  had  a  valvular  lesion  of  the  heart 
and  was  liable  to  drop  dead  at  any  moment  unless  treated  and 
cured,  which  would  cost  another  $200;  the  treatment  was 
expensive  because  he  had  to  use  a  German  serum,  imported  at 
great  expense.  The  woman  stated  to  Arberry  that  she  did  not 
have  the  money  with  her,  but  would  go  out  and  try  and  get 
it.   That  afternoon  Arberry  was  arrested. 

Before  the  heart  disease  episode  and  the  arrest,  the  young 
man  happened  to  see  a  reputable  physician  and  a  member  of 
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the  county  lociety  nho  soon  utUfled  himwU  that  the  patient 
did  not  have  and  never  had  had  an  at)«ceu  at  the  prostate. 
The  same  day  that  the  aunt  and  the  interpreter  went  to  see 
Arberry,  the  young  man  was  exatnined  by  three  reputable 
physicianH,  one  examining'  the  prostate  and  the  other  two  the 
heart;  they  all  agreed  that  he  was  perfectly  well  and  free  from 
the  diseases  stated.  It  was  the  old  swindle,  but  tlie  interest- 
ing and  important  part  of  it  came  out  in  the  trial. 

All  such  cases  heretofore  have  failed  because  of  the  defense 
that  the  "doctor"  liad  made  a  mistake  in  diagnosis  and  that 
all  pbysiciaiis  may  disagree  in  such  matters.  But  the  attorney 
for  the  society,  Mr.  Waltei*  Kaufman,  who,  though  not  a  crim- 
inal lawyer,  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  case,  believed,  in  the 
common-sense  idea  that  physicians  might  testify  to  certain 
conditions  as  matters  of  fact  .within  their  knowledge  and  not 
merely  as  matters  of  opinion.  There  was  much  argument  over 
this  point,  but  the  court  finally  ruled  that  a  witness  under 
oath  could  testify  to  matters  of  fact  and  that  it  was  then  up 
.to  th»jury  to  determine  the  reliability. of  the  testimony.  On 
this  ba^s  the  witnesses  for  ^the  prosecution  testified  that  they 
had  evamined  the  boy  and  that  thej  knew  as  a  matter  of  fact 
that  he  did  not  have  and  had  not  recently  had  an  ahscesa  of 
the  prostate,  and  further,  that  he  did  not  have  and  had  not 
had  a  valvular  disease  of  the  heart;  in  the  latter  point  even 
the  "experta"  called  by  the  defense  agreed  that  it  could  be 
determined  as  a  matter  of  known  fact,  whether  or  not  the  boy 
had  a  valvular  disease  of  the  heart.  The  case  went  to  the  jury 
January  13,  and  after  about  two  hours'  deliberation  they 
returned  a  verdict  of  guilty. 

This  is  the  Srat  verdict  convicting  a  physician  who  follows 
this  criminal  line  of  activity,  of  a  felony;  that  is,  of  attempt- 
ing to  obtain  money  by  false  pretense.  It  is  stated  that  the 
advertising  quacks  in  San  Francisco  have  contributed  a  purse 
of  $26,000  .to  fight  this  case  and  it  will,  undoubtedly  be 
appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court.  It  is  jlso  the  first  time  a 
trial  court  has  admitted  to  the  record  testimony  from  physi- 
cians as  to  the  condition  of  an  individual  as  a  matter  of  known 
fact  and  not  merely  as  a  matter  of  opinion.  If  the  judgment 
shall  be  eventually  sustained  it  will  go  far  toward  getting  rid 
of  the  very  worst  type  of  quack — the  licensed  physician  who 
has  gone  wrong,     (from  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  Jan.  S9,  1910.) 

(The  case  was  appealed,  but  the  decision  of  the  lower  court 
was  sustained  and  John  J.  Arberry  went  to  the  penitentiary 
at  San  Quenttn  for  two  years.  The  papers  reported  that  the 
day  before  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  imprisonment  Gov- 
ernor Johnson  of  California  pardoned  Arberry.] 
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"Every  advertisement  of  a  'cancer  cure'  cloaks  a  Bwin- 
dle."*  If  the  public  could  once  realize  the  truth  of  this 
statement  the  quacks  who  engage  in  this  line  of  char- 
latanry would  quickly  find  their  occupation  gone.  The 
various  advertiBed  "cures"  for  cancer  may  be  divided 
into  two  classes:  First,  those  that  consist  of  mildly 
tonic  drugs  to  be  taken  infernally  in  conjunction  with 
weak  antiseptic  washes  to  be  applied  externally;  and, 
second,  those  in  which  a  "paste"  or  "poultice"  eontain- 
.  ing  some  strong  caustic,  is  applied  to  the  ulcerating  sur- 
face. The  "cures"  belonging  to  the  first  class  are  abso- 
lutely worthless,'  and,  while  not  in  themselvea  dangerous, 
are  vicious  in  that  the  patient  is  likely  to  rely  on  a 
valueless  remedy  until  the  cancer  has  reached  a  point 
where  no  treatment  will  avail.  The  caustic  pastes,  on  the 
other  hand,  are  sometimes  used  by  reputable  physicians 
in  carefully  selected  cases  of  superficial  (skin)  cancer. 
Even  in  such  cases  and  under  the  daily  personal  super- 
vision of  a  physician  the  escharotic  (caustic)  treatment 
is  uncertain  and  unreliable.  When  the  patient  is 
"treated"  through  the  mail  by  means  of  these  burning 
pastes,  which  he  has  to  apply  himself,  the  treatment  is 
not  only  unreliable  and  painful  but  positively  dangerous. 
The  possibility  of  the  caustic  eroding  a  blood-vessel  is 
by  no  means  a  remote  one. 

All  "cancer  cure"  quacks  have  a  liberal  supply  of 
"testimonials"  with  which  to  catch  the  unwary.  Many 
of  these  testimonials  are  fraudulent  while  others  arc 
written  by  individuals  who  have  merely  convinced  them- 
selves that  they  have  cancer  and  who,  on  receiving  some 
real  or  imaginary  benefit  from  the  nostrums,  write  that 
they  have  been  "cured."  Of  the  things  which  the  qnack 
needs  in  his  business,  testimonials  are  the  easiest  and 
least  expensive  to  obtain. 
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During  the  past  few  years  the  United  States  postal 
anthoritiee  have  done  the  public  great  service  by  declar- 
ing fraudulent  and  denying  the  use  of  the  mails  to  a 
number  of  "cancer  cure"  concerns.  Much  credit  is  due 
the  department  and  especially  to  Judge  E.  P.  Goodwin, 
assistajit  attorney-general  tO'  the  postmaster-general. 
Valuable  assistance  has  been  rendered  by  the  Bureau  of 
Chemistry  through  Dr.  Harvey  W.  Wiley,  until  recently 
its  chief,  and  Dr.  L.  F.  Kebler,  chief  of  the  Division  of 
Drugs. 

Many  of  the  following  articles  are  based  on  Judge 
Goodwin's  re])orts,  the  facts  as  recorded  being  freely 
quoted  or  abstracted.  They  appeared  either  in  full  or 
in  a  condensed  form  in  The  Journal  of  the  American 
Jledical  Association. 

THE  B.  F.  BYE  CANCER  CURB 
One  of  the  moat  impudent  quacks  in  the  "caneer  cure" 
liusinees — B.  F.  Bye  of  Indianapolis — has  just  been  ofli- 
ciall;  denied  the  use  of  the  United  States  mails.  Id  the 
"Great  American  Fraud"  the  Bye  "cancer  curera"  were 
shown  up  and  the  "piety"  of  Bje  senior,  who  "founded  a  little 
church  in  Indianapolis  with  the  money  extracted  from  his 
dupes,"  was  commented  on.  A  few  years  ago  the  elder  Bye  ran 
a  cancer  cure  fake  known  as  tht  "Dr.  D.  M.  Bye  Combination 
Oil  Cure  Company"  in  Indianapolis,  'with  his  son-in-law,  L.  T. 
Leach,  as  manager.  At  the  same  timej  one  of  the  younger 
Byes — B.  F.  Bye — was  operating  a  similar  and  rival  concern 
in  the  same  city.  To  quote  from  the  "Great  Americ&n 
Fraud": 

"Across  the  street  from  the  Dr.  D.  M.  Bye  offices  is  the 
'down-town  office  and  laboratory'  of  Dr,  B.  F,  Bye,  In  the 
circulars  this  is  pictured  as  a  large  and  commodious  brick 
building,  standing  far  back  in  an  imposing  shaded  yard. 
The  picture  is  purely  imaginary.  So  is  that  of  the  doctor's 
'Sanatorium'  in  the  same  pamplilet.  The  B.  P.  Bye  outfit 
is  ensconced  in  a  shabby  wooden  house  close  to  the  street, 
and  the  'office  and  laboratory'  are  little  more  imposing  in- 
side than  outside.  The  younger  Bye  makes  preposterous 
cla-ime  of  82  per  cent,  of  'complete  recoveries.'  .  .  .  His 
treatment  wouldn't  remove  a  wart  or  cure  a  mosquito  bite." 
"Dr.  B.  F.  Bye's  correspondence  is  replete  with  uncon- 
scious humor;  vide  this  sample  from  bis  'hurry-up'  form- 
letter:  'When  I  pause  and  consider  the  amount  of  quackery 
and  humbuggery  practiced  all  over  the  country,  it  is  not 
difficult  to  understand  why  the  afflicted  hesitate  to  accept 
new  treatment,  no  matter  how  logical  it  may  be.' 

"He  belongs  to  most  of  the  fake  medical  organizations  in 
the  country,  whose  diplomas  (purchased)  he  proudly  dis- 
plays on  bis  walls." 
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Tbmt  useful  and  overworked  departrnent  of  the  postoffice 
that  inveBtigates  frauds  finally  notified  Dr.  B.  F.  Bje  to  show 
cause  why  a  fraud  order  should  not  be  issued  against  him 
and  his  "cancer  cure"  outfit.    The  facta  in.  the  case,  as  sub- 


mitted to  the  Poatmaeler  General  b;  R.  P.  Goodwin,  assiBtant 
attorney  general,  are  in  part  as  follows: 

"Dr,  Bye  is  engaged  in  treating  persons,  afflifited  with  can- 
cer, throurh  the  mails.     He  has  succeeded  to  the  business  of 
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hia  father,  vlio  for  a  number  of  yean  was  engaged  in  a  aimilaT 
practice  nt  Indianapolis.  Ind.  He  is  also  a  brother-in-law 
of  Dr.  L.  T.  Leach,'  who  cocducta  x  aimilar  buBiness  from  In- 
dianapolis and  against  nhom  thia  office  has  recommended  the 
issuance  of  a  fraud  order.  While  Ur.  Bye  advertiaea  to  have 
a  aanitarium  at  Indianapolia  nhere  he  treats  peraonall;  pa- 
tienta  who  come  there,  the  fact  ia  lie  has  no  sanitariusi  of 
hia  own  and  such  few  persons  as  do  go  to  Indianapolis  for 
sanitarium  treatment  be  locatea  in  boarding  houses  and  such 

"On   receipt  of   an   inquiry  about  his  treatment,   it  is  Dr. 
Bye's  practice  to  send  the  correspondent,  a  circular  letter,  a 


Cancer,  Its  Etlolou.  PathoiaEf  and  Treatment  br  Socthlag  Olla, 
bj  BenlamJn  F.  B;e,  M.D..  Fellow  at  the  American  AsaoclatlaD  of 
PhysklaiiB  and  Surgeons;  Member  Indiana  Agsoclation  PhTaiclans 
and  SurseoDs ;  Fellow  of  the  Indianapolis  Academy  of  Medicine; 
Member  of  the  Incorporated  Soelely  of  Science,  Lettera  and  Art  of 
London,  England ;  Phjslclan  to  St.  Lute's  Hosolfal ;  Surgeon  Hllis- 
boro   It.   R  :    Cblef    Surgeon    Indiana    Ist    liegl'mcnt    U.    It:    K.    p.; 

-■■      Insurance    Co..    Etc,    Etc.,    Etc. 

.  Ind. 


1.  For  the  details  ot  t 
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MBllBEBSHIP  Uf  FAKE  OMANtZATIOnB 

"The  inepMtor  «ndeaTored  to  aacertftin  the  charactn'  of  thi 
above  associations  and  societies,  aod  from  Dr.  George  11.  Sim- 
moDB,  editor-  of  Tm  Jovknal  of  the  Aiaeriean  Medical  A» 
aociation,  found  that  the  'American  Association  of  PhyBieiant 
and  Surtjeons'  was  in  existence  several  years  ago  and  that  \tn 
buaineas  was  in-  selling  of  diplomas  to  physicians  and  that  it 
waa  made  up  of  men  not  recognized  bj  the  medical  profession 
M  physicians  of  standing;  that  the  'Society  of  Science,  Letter* 
aod  Art  of  London,  England,'  was  a  'fake  diploma  factory  con- 
ducted by  a  man  named  Sturman,"  and  that  the  same  descrip- 
tion  was  applicable   to  St.  Luke's   HospitHl.'  Niles.   Micliigan. 


THE    QUACKS    CANNOT   HELP    LTINQ    EVEN    ABOUT   SELF-EVIDENT    FACT8 

Ifr.  B.  F,  Bye's  office  aa  It  actually  Is  at  .1IJ|  Xi.rlli  lUln-il-  Slrcpt.  lnilnnnpo[ls.  Tl 
"I'll  bDlldlDr  In  flic  roar  Is  a  hotel,  In  no  way  coQan-tcd  «llb  Dr.  Ilyu's  .'xtiibllslmitat.  (Frm 
^'ett  Smertatn  FraMi.") 

As  to  the  Indiana  Association  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  and 
the  Indianapolis  Academy  of  Medicine,  Dr.  J.  if.  Hurty,  sec- 
reUry  of  the  SUte  Board  of  Health  of  Indiana,  stated  that  he 
was  unahla  to  And  any  information  concerning  either  of  these 
societies.  Dr.  Bye  admitted  to  the  inspector  that  he  has  not 
been  for  some  time  chief  surgeon  to  the  Indiana  First  Regi- 
ment, D.  R.  K.  P.,  or  an  eiaminer  for  the  N.  W.  Life  Inaur- 


2.  84^e  page  88  of  this  bouk  [ar  a  more  eitoDdod  ciposi;  oC  this 

AL,  June  24,  IS9Q:  Oct.  21,  1809; 
1  June  6,  1H03.— Ed. 

L,., ,  .J  ,Gt)(.)^lc 


30  QUACKERY 

ance  Compia;.  It  is  thus  seen  that  the  pretense  that  Dr.  Bye 
is  a  man  who  stands  high  in  his  profession  and  who  is  con- 
nected with  recognized  medical  institutions  of  standing  is 
false.  Dr.  Bye  is  a  graduHte  of  the  American  Medical  School' 
of  Indianapolis,  1696,  and  clainiB  to  have  studied  in  the  Kan- 


A    CHIP    OF  THE   OLD    BLOCK 
The  youngest  Bye  seadB  ont  : 
BKBlQst  guBcker;  in  the  caDcer  i 

Baa  City  Homeopathic  School.  He  has  never  been  in  privat« 
practice,  and  hia  entire  medical  experience  has  been  gained  in 
this  mail  order  cancer  cure  business. 
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"The  representations  contained  in  the  circular  letter  and  the 
booklet  are  intended  and  calculated  to  lead  the  correspondent 
to  believe  that  Dr.  Bye  has  discovered  a  combination  of  veg- 
etable oils  which  is  most  efficacious  in  the  treatment  of  cancer 
and  that  it  will  cure  praeticallf  ever;  case.  For  this  treat- 
ment $25.00  is  asked.  Some  of  the  representations  made  are 
quoted  below: 

A  local  treatment  and  the  correct  Indicated  remedy  eiblbtted  In- 
temally  Is  tbe  only  rational  one,  and  to  be  sure,  safe  and  ipeedr, 
the  local  treatment  must  destroy  ihe  emfarjonlc  cells :  also  the  toan- 
datlon  bed  or  "SCroma."  and  at  the  same  time  preBerre  the  Integrltj 
at  the  sarroQDdlng  healthy  tlaaues.  Tbe  combination  at  vegetable 
oils,  where  applied  to  these  mallgoaut  Krowths.  has  accampUilied 
what  la  BO  ardantly  deilred. 

Tbe  oil  soon  has  the  growth  ander  Its  laBuence.  and  the  diaeasa 
la  soon  absorbed,  canslng  a  radical  cure  without  pain.  In  caie  the 
diseased  parts  have  already  broken  down  and  we  bare  an  open 
■ore,  the  wound  will  alongb   in  a  abort  time,   tben   It   will   heal 

,  .  .  we  have  found  that  where  tbe  patient  will  follow  our 
Instroctlons  closely  a  rapid  curs  Is  the  res  nit. 

Don't  be  mlaled  by  tbe  ctalnis  or  Irresponalble  people  as  to  their 
ability  to  cure  cancer  by  the  Injection  ot  a  specific  sernm  or  other 
■nbsUuiceB,  ...  We  hare  discovered  a  combination  of  oils, 
which  in  tbelr  effect  upon  tbe  diseased  tlasuea.  approaches  the  ml' 
racnlons.  It  Is  the  only  sQcceaaful  remedy  known  to  medical  science 
and  bas  the  highest  Indoriement  from  tbe  medical  proteiilon,  as 
well  as  from  ministers  and  thousands  who  have  been  cured.  .  .  . 
The  Oils  are  soothing  and  balmy,  safe  and  anre,  and  cure  without 
disBgorement. 

Tha  Combination  Oil  Cure  does  cure  cancers  and  tumors  to  stay 

"Tbe  correspondenl  is  also  led  to  believe  that  Dr.  Bye  can 
properl;  diagnose  the  malady  with  which  he  is  afflicted  from 
the  question  blank. 

"If  the  correspondent  fails  to  purchase  the  medicines  after 
this  first  solicitation  it  is  the  practice  of  Dr.  Bye  to  write  him 
another  letter  in  which  he  states  that  'from  the  information  I 
have  received  I  believe  that  I  can  effect  a  cure  in  this  par- 
ticular ease.'  In  this  letter  the  price  of  the  treatment  is  re- 
duced to  $12. GO;  and  if  the  treatment  is  not  purchased  pur- 
suant to  this  solicitation,  another  letter  is  mailed  the  pros- 
pective patient  in  which  he  is  asked  to  purchase  a  trial  treat- 
ment which  will  last  him  several  weeks  for  $3.00. 

THE  "cube"  analyzed 
"Tbe  medicines  were  analyzed  by  chemists  of   the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  and  were  found  to  amount  to  cotton  seed 
oil  and  some  of di  nary  tonics." 

After  giving  the  details  of  the  analysis  the  government 
chemists  make  tbe  following  statement  regarding  the  value  of 
the  "cure": 

"Analysis  of  tbe  above  treatment  shows  that  it  does  not 
contain  a  single  item  which  is  considered  of  any  special' 
service  for  the  cure  or  successful  treatment  of  cancer, 
neither  is  the  entire  combination  such  as  to  warrant  aiiy 
representation  to  the  effect  that  it  is  a  cure  for  cancer." 
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Ab  to  the  truthful neaa  of  Bfe'a  claim  that  be  produces  82 
per  cent,  of  complete  recoveries,  the  following  is  enlightening: 

"The  inspector  procured  from  the  poat-office  records  tlie 
Dometi  and  addresses  of  some  twentj  persons  who  have  taken 
Dr.  Bye's  treatment  and  correspond»l  with  the  postmasters  at 
the  post-offieea  wher»  these  parties  were  located,  with  regard 
thereto.  This  correspondence  shows  that  but  one  of  these  pa- 
tients claims  to  have  been  cured,  and  in  this  case  it  develops 
that  a  surgeon  had  removed  the  erowth  before  the  Dr.  Bje 
treatment  was  undertaken,  and  this  surgeon  reports  that  th« 
growth  removed  was  not  cancerous." 

In  summing  up,  the  assistant  attorney -general  makes  the 
following  statement; 

"According  to  the  evidence  submitted  the  medical  profession 
knows  of  no  drug  or  combination  of  drugs  which  can  be  relied 
upon  to  cure  cancer.  That  Dr,  Bye  has  not  succeeded  where 
the  profession  has  failed  and  that  he  is  not  honestly  endeavor- 
ing to  cure  patients,  but  that  his  pretensions  to  have  discov- 
ered a  cure  for  this  disease  are  false  and  fraudulent  and  as- 
■erted  merely  to  deceive  and  defraud  suffering  humanity,  ia 
revealed  by  the  analysis  of  his  medicines  and  the  finding  that 
they  are  merely  cotton  seed  oil  and  some  ordinary  tonics. 

"I  find  that  this  is  a  scheme  for  obtaining  money  through 
the  mails  by  means  of  false  and  fraudulent  pretenses,  repre- 
sentations and  promises,  in  violation  of  Sections  3929  and 
4041,  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  as  amended,  and  therefore  rec- 
ommend that  a  fraud  order  be  issued  against  the  above  named 

The  order  vraa  issued. 


THE  W.  0.  BYE  CANCER  CURB 
Mr.   Adams   in   the   "Great   American   Fraud"   referring  to 
what  he  well  calls  the  "cancer  vampire"  haa  the  following  to 
say  about  the  Bye  family : 

"In  tbls  department  of  qnacker;  the  Bye  family  Is  preeminent. 
Tbe  lamlly  practice  has  spLll  owing  to  business  dlSerences.  the 
lather  and  one  son  condnctlns  separate  and  rival  establlshmeDts  In 
Indianapolis  and  the  two  other  sons  operating  from  I^nsas  City." 

Fortunately  for  the  public  the  government  has  put  a 
quietuH  on  the  cancer-curing  proclivities  of  the  Bye  family. 
The  last  one  of  this  family  q!  cancer-curers  is  the  subject  of 
the  present  article — W.  0.  Bye,  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

A  complaint  was  lodged  with  the  postal  authorities  by  the 
Department  of  AgricuUtire  which  had,  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act.  rasde  an  investigation  of  Bye's  method.  The  com- 
plaint follows: 

"I  desire  to  present  herewith  for  your  consideration  certain 
facts  concerning  the  business  conducted  by  William  O.  Bye, 
M-D-,  Kansas  Citj-,  Mo.,  who  is  engaged  i"   *'—  —-i"!*"*!-" 
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"Through  newspaper  adveitisementa,  personal  recommenda- 
tion, or  otherwise,  Dr.  Bye  enters  into  communication  with 
tltoae  who  are,  or  nho  believe  themselves  to  be,  afflicted  with 
cancer,  and  by  nieans  of  faUe  and  fraudulent  pr^tenaea,  repre- 
Bentatione  and  promiaes  induces  them  to  purchase  his  treat- 
ment. Furthermore,  it  clearly  appears  that  he  baa  no  intention 
of  rendering  an  adequate  return  for  the  money  thus  obtained 
and  the  credulous  purchaser  not  oply  loses  the  sum  invested 
in  a  worthless  remedy,  but  in  addition  majr  Buffer  seriouB 
injury  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  he  ia  led  to  neglect  the 
proper   treatment  of  his   disease. 

"The  medicine  comprisiug  the  treatment  furnished  by  the 
party  in  question  for  the  cure  of  cancer  were  subjected  to 
analysis  by  this  department,  and  the  results  obtained  were 
btiefiy  aE  follows: 

1.  Pbescbiftton  No.  0:  A  simple  alterative  prep- 
aration somewhat  reaembilng  syrup  of  sarsaparilla. 

2.  Pebscbiptiow  No.  4:  Found  to  consist  of  almond 
oil  mixed  with  cotton  seed  oil  and  a  smalt  quantity  o{ 
oil  of  bitter  almond. 

3.  PBEecBimoN  No.  120:  Compressed  tablets  cam- 
posed  of  talcum  and  sugars. 

4.  Pbescbiftioit  No.  90:    Vaseline. 

6.  PKEScaiFTion  No.  220 :  A  preparation  resembling 
Cataplasma  Kaolini,  U.  S.  P.     [Clay  poultice.] 


Book  on  Canm  Free. 
When  hnndredB     of     perfectly,  re- 
I  liable  people  gladly  testify  that  they 

bare  been  rescued  from  death's 
'  by  Dr.  Bye's  Combination  Oil  Treat- 
i  ment  for  Cancer  and  similar  dreadful 
I  dlaeasea,  It  Ib  anrely  worth  while  to 
jl  laveBtlgate  the  methods  and  results 
t  of  this  treatment.  Any  one  may  ob- 
*  tain  free  of  charge  a  finely  lllaetrat- 
I  ed  book  describing  'this  simple  and 
!  efflcacloua  treatment,  simply,  by  writ- 
'  "  B  Dr.  W.  O.  Bye,  Ninth  and  Broad- 
f  way,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


BtbHcal  Recorder.  April  21.  ISOO.  The  anme  isaiie  contained 
advertisements  of  "cures"  for  cancer,  dropsy,  rheumatisni,  tuber- 
culosis, deafness,  piles.  InBuenza,  malaria,  etc. 

"The  results  of  this  analysis  show  that  the  treatment  fur- 
nished by  Dr.  Bye  cannot  by  any  possibility  accomplish  the 
results  claimed  for  it  in  the  cure  of  cancer.  The  agents  of 
which  it  is  composed  have  long  been  known  to  the  medical 
'  profeasion  but  notwithstanding  this  fact  no  reliable  authority 
makes  the  claim  that,  taken  singly  or  together,  they  can  be 
r«lied  on  for  the  cure  of  cancer.    On  the  contrary,  the  fact  is 


,  ^.v)(.)^lc 


34  QUACKERY 

generaltj  reci>giuzed  among  med[cal  authorities  that  there  fa 
no  substance  or  mixture  of  substance  known  at  the  present 
time  which  can  be  relied  on  for  this  purpose. 

"In  view  of  these  facts  it  would  appear  that  the  busineae 
of  the  partf  in  question  waa  not  conducted  in  good  faith,  but 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  money  fTom  credulous  iodivid- 
uala  through  false  and  fraudulent  representations  without  an; 
iatention  of  rendering  an  adequate  return." 

As  in  the  Chamlea  case.  Dr.  F,  P.  Morgan  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  under  the  name  of  Henson,  carried  on 
correspondence  with  Dr.  Bye,  as  a  supposititious  patient  suf- 
fering with  a  trouble  which  B;e  claimed  was  cancer.  The 
report  continues: 

"The  letters  received  by  Dr.  Morgan  from  the  advertiser 
were  in  the  main  printed  in  imitation  of  typewriting  to  make 
them  appear  as  though  prepared  for  the  individual  case,  but 
in  fact  were  stereotyped  circulars,  indicating  their  use  gen- 
erally for  conducting  correspondence  with  persons  from  whom 
money  is  being  sought.  By  these  various  letters,  and  pam- 
phlets and  books  enclosed  with  them,  it  is  represented  that 
Dr.  Bje  can  cure  cancer  without  the  use  of  a  knife  by  sending 
certain  medicines  to  the  patient  for  use  at  Ids  home;  and  in 
respect  of  such  treatment  many  representations  are  made  as 
to  its  efficiency,  a  few  of  which  for  illustration  are  set  oui 
below: 

CLAIMS  MADE 

We  remove  the  cauBea  permanentlj — every  vestige  of  the  cancer 
vIruB — and  our  patients  need  have  no  mlasivlngs  concerning  future 
development  of  tlie  disease,  lor  It  Ig  then  cured  forever. 

In  mauT  CBaes  a  cure  1b  effected  In  one  maotb'B  time. 

I   have  effected  cures   in  some   ol  tbe   worst  ceaes  ol   Internal 

This  disease  [meaning  cancerj  has  baffled  the  entire  medical  fra- 
ternltj  of  every  country  until  the  discoverj  ot  our  wonderful  Com- 
bination Oil  treatment, 

Tbe  characteristic  teaturea  of  our  treatment  are  Ita  rapidity  of 
action,  Its  (horongbnesB  In  removing  every  vCHllge  of  the  cancerous 
poison,  and  lis  absolutely  permanent  effect. 

A  perfect  speclllc  for  any  form  of  cancerous  alHictiona. 

An  absolute  antidote  for  all  cancerous  afflictions. 

"These  leltera  and  circulara  of  Dr.  Bye  advise  the  patient 
to  submit  on  a  blank  furnished  for  the  purpose,  answers  to 
the  questions  there  given,  and  state  that  therefrom  the  physi- 
cian can  and  will  make  a  correct  diagnosis  of  the  patient's 
trouble,  and  be  able  to  treat  his  case.  Dr.  Morgan,  as  Hen- 
son,  sent  in  this  blank,  and  without  other  information  than 
that  thereby  submitted  Dr.  Bye  diagnosed  the  case  aa  cancer, 
and  asked  S25  for  medicines  to  cure  the  case.  This  price  was 
later  reduced  to  $12.50,  and  in  accordance  with  the  reduced 
offer  Dr.  Morgan  sent  by  mail  the  S12.60  and  received  by 
express  the  package  ''.ontaining  the  treattnent," 

About  two  years  ago,  Bye's  license  as  a  medical  practitioner 
was  revoked  by  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  State  of  Missouii. 
Bye  took  the  matter  to  the  courts  and,  unfortunately  for  the 
public  health,  forced  the  board  to  restore  the  license.  On  this 
point  the  report  says: 
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"In  endeavoring  to  demonstrate  the  efficiency  of  the  treat- 
ment idministered  by  Dr.  Bye  he  relied  largely  on  the  deposi- 
tioDB  of  witnesses  that  had  been  Uken  in  1908  in  a  case  pend- 
iDg  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  County  of  JaclsBon,  State  of 
Missouri,  between  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, plaintiff,  and  Dr.  William  0.  Bye,  defendant.  Speaking 
generallv,  these  depositions  were  to  the  effect  tliat  tlie  wit- 
nesses   had    been    troubled    with    afflictions    which    in    many 


e  publication  sent  out  by  W.  O.  B]>e  to 

instances  they  announced  had  been  diagnosed  by  their  local 
physicians  as  cancer,  and  that  they  had  then  received  treat- 
ment from  Dr.  Bye  which  had  cured  them. 

"Meeting  these  depositions,  the  officers  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  produced  correspondence   which   they  had  had 
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with  the  phyaiciani  whom  the  witnesses  just  referred  to 
clt.iined  had  diagnoBed  their  trouble  as  cancer.  The  effect  of 
thii  correspondence  was  that  in  nearly  each  instance  the 
phjrsiciBn  denied  having  made  any  such  diagnosis,  and  in  no 
instance  was  it  found  that  there  had  been  a  microscopic 
examination  from  which  it  could  have  been  positively  aaid 
that  the  trouble  was  cancer." 

TESTIMONIALS   OF   LITTLE  VALUE 

As  to  the  value  of  tlie  "symptom  blank"  method  of  diag- 
nosing cancer  and  of  "testimonials,"  the  assistant  attorney- 
general  says: 

"In  tlie  light  of  the  evidence  of  the  impracticability  Of  a. 
phyiici nil's  making  a  reliable  diagnoaie  of  cancer  by  the 
symptom  blank  method,  and  in  the  light  of  the  analysis  of 
the  treatment  used  by  tliis  Hdvertiser,  tlie  statements  of  these 
various  physicians  aa  given  in  the  above  summary  pretty 
thoroughly  negatives  the  assumption  that  the  wttnesses  had 
cancer.  The  mere  fact  that  this  advertiser  is  able  to  produce, 
aa  he  has  done  at  this  hearing,  a  number  of  testimonials,  of 
apparent  cures  of  cancer  is,  in  the  light  of  all  the  evidence,  of 
little  gignillcance,  because  of  the  absence  of  any  satisfactory 
evidence  that  they  had  cancer.  It  Is  to  be  expected  tliat  out 
of  the  hundreds  of  cages  that  this  advertiaer  admits  treating 
each  year,  there  are  a  certain  number  of  instances  in  which 
the  patients  are  afflicted  with  non- malignant  sores  which  are 
amenable  to  treatment  and  which  in  some  instances  do  yield 
to  this  advertiser's  treatment." 

Summing  up  the  whole  matter  the  government  says; 

"After  careful  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances  of  this 
case  I  am  convinced  that  the  business  of  this  person  in  the 
treatment  of  patients  at  their  homes  for  cancer  under  the 
representations  made  is  a  scheme  to  obtain  money  through 
the  mails  by  means  of  false  and  fraudulent  pretenses,  repre- 
sentations and  promises.  I  am  eatisHed  that  said  business  is 
not  conducted  in  good  faith,  but  merely  as  a  scheme  to 
fraudulently  extort  moneywithout  intending  to  return  there- 
for the  services  promised,  and  without  any  belief  that  patients 
with  cancer  can  be  cured  aa  represented.  The  analysis  of  the 
medicines  sent  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  proves  con- 
clusively, I  think,  the  apuriousnesa  of  the  practice  of  this 
advertiser. 

"I  find  that  this  is  a  scheme  for  obtaining  money  through 
the  mails  by  means  of  false  and  fraudulent  pretenses,  repre- 
sentations and  promises,  and  I  therefore  recommend  that  a 
fraud  order  be  issued  against  said  party." 

The  fraud  order  was  issued. 

BnCHANAN  CANCER  CURE 

A   correspondent   submitted   for   analysis   a   "cancer   paste!    . 
that  had  been  manufactured  and  aold  by  the  Duchanan  Med- 
ical  Co.  of  New  York  City.     The  only  information  available 
■  e  composition   of  the   paste   was  that  contained 
a  booklet  formerly  published  by  the  manufacturer,  in  which 
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"Chlorid  of  Chrotnium  {o»)nized;  tlie  cancer  antidote). 
The  liquid  chlorid  of  clironiium  ie  added  to  pulverized  blood- 
root,  or  some  other  inert  powder;  is  made  into  a  paste  of  the 
couBiatency  of  tar     .     .     . 

ANALiaia 

The  sample  was  subniitted  to  the  Association  laboratory, 
which  reported  as  follows: 

"The  sample  of  Buchanan's  Cancer  Cure  was  a  daric,  brown- 
ish-red, pasty  muss  of  about  the  consistency  of  tar.  Its  odor 
was  not  characteristic.  Examination  showed  that  chromium 
salts  were  not  present.  The  active  ingredient  was  found  to  be 
zinc  chlorid.  With  this  was  mixed  a  finely  ground  vegetable 
powder  and  some  mucilaginous  substance.  GLyccrin,  sugar, 
alkaloids,  re.sins  and  fats  were  not  found.  The  vegetable  tissue 
possessed  the  general  structures  of  rhizomes  and  in  some  char- 
acters resembled  bloodroot,  but  could  not  be  identilied  posi- 
tively. There  was  considerable  starch  present,  but  its  identity 
could  not  be  made  out,  since  the  structure  of  the  stai'ch  grains 
had  been  destroyed,  probably  by  the  zinc  chlorid.  A  red  color- 
ing matter  was  present.  Further  than  a  quantitative  determi- 
nation of  zinc  chlorid,  an  exhaustive  chemical  examination 
was  not  undertaken,  although  testa  were  made  for  a  consider- 
able number  of  substances  which  the  nature  of  the  remedy 
suggested.    Tlie  analytical  results  are  given  herewith ; 

Anhydrous  zinc  chlorfd 48.3  per  wnt. 

Vegetable  tissue,  ary D.2  per  cent. 

UuFllaxlnous  matter 13.2  per  cent. 

Moisture 10.1  per  cent. 

CndetermlDed   (starch,  loss,  etc.) 13.2  per  cent" 

Zinc  chlorid,  mixed  with  nn  absorbent,  such  as  flour,  starch, 
powdered  galangal,  powdered  althea,  gypsum,  etc.,  has  been 
employed  in  the  treatment  of  cancer  for  many  years.  The 
Buchanan  remedy,  therefore,  evidently  contains  nothing  new. 
It  belongs  to  that  great  army  of  "wonderful  new  discoveries" 
which  examination  usually  shows  to  he  well-known  remedies. 
The  statement  that  the  cancer  antidote  is  "chlorid  of  chro- 
mium ozonized"  is  not  only  false  but  meaningless,  no  such 
product  being  known.  It  is  evidently  intended  to  mislead  the 
unwary  physician  by  the  use  of  the  term  "ozonized."  (From 
The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  Aug.  28,  IS09.) 


THE  CHAHLEE  CANCER  CURE 
'  The  bnsineis  of  8.  R.Chamlee  who  operated  a  mail-order 
"cancer  cure"  concern  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  under  the  name  of 
"Dr.  and  Mrs.  Cliamlee  &■  Co,"  and  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  as 
"Dr.  and  Mrs.  Cliamley  &  Co.,"  has  finally  been  declared  a 
fraud  by  the  United  State  postal  autliorities.  Mr.  Adams,  in 
the  "Great  American  Fraud"  paid  hia  respects  to  Chamlee  fts 
follows : 


advertising  to  the  papers,  'In  woman's  breast  ai 
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The  aaeiBtant  attorney -general  in  aubmlttlng  the  facta  to 
the  postmaBter  general  aaid  in  part: 


"It  is  charged  that  under  the  names  set  out  above,  at  the 
postoffice  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  there  is  being  conducted  a  certain 
scheme  for  obtaining  money  through  the  mails  by  means  of 
false  and  fraudulent  pretenses,  representations  and  promisee, 
which  said  scheme  ia  in  suhatance  as  follows: 

"Advertisements  are  published  in  newspapers  solidting  the 
general  public  and  those  persons  who  may  believe  themselves 
afflicted  with  cancer,  to  open  communication  by  mail  with 
S.  E.  Cbamtee,  MJ).,  and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Chamlee  &  Company  at 
St.  Lonis,  Missouri.  To  said  persons  so  answering  said  adver- 
tisements there  are  mailed  certain  letters,  circulars,  pam- 
phlets and  leaflets,  soliciting  the  persons  to  whom  they  are 
so  sent  to  remit  various  sums  of  money  for  certain  medicftl 
treatment  to  cure  them  of  the  disease  known  as  cancer,  said 
treatment  to  consist  of  certain  medicines  to  be  sent  t«  s^d 
persons  so  afflicted  with  said  disease  at  their  homes  and  to  be 
used  by  them  at  their  homes  for  the  cure  aforesaid;  and  it  is 
further  a  part  of  said  fraudulent  scheme  to  pretend  to  said 
persons  if  they  will  write  answers  to  the  questions  aet  out  on 
a  certain  printed  question  blank  furnished  for  the  purpose  by 
said  advertisers  .and  mail  the  same  to  said  adveruser  of  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  said  advertisers  can  by  said  means  make  a  proper 
and  accurate  diagnosis  of  the  conditions  of  said  persons,  Knd 
will  advise  said  persons  of  their  conditions;  it  ia  also  a  part 
of  said  fraudulent  scheme  that  if  said  persons  so  mail  to  said 
advertisers  said  written  answers,  said  advertisers  In  moat 
instances  mail  to  said  persons  certain  communications  pur- 
porting to  be  true  and  accurate  diagnoses  of  the  cases  of  said 
Eersona,  and  representing  to  said  persons  that  they  are  euffer- 
ig  from  cancer  and  that  their  condition  is  such  that  it  may 
be  cured  by  the  treatment  of  said  advertisers. 

"Whereas,  said  scheme  is  one  to  defraud  said  persons  and 
to  obtain  from  them  money  through  the  mails  by  means  of 
false  and  fraudulent  pretenses,  representations  and  prom- 
ises, and  without  said  advertisers  intending  honestly  and  in 
good  faith  to  treat  and  cure  such  patients  of  said  disease  or 
to  endeavor  80  to  do,  and  without  the  belief  that  they  ««n 
treat  and  cure  said  persons  of  said  disease,  and  well  knowing 
that  their  said  treatment  is  incapable  of  curing  said  persons 
of  said  disease  in  manner  and  form  as  pretended,  and  whereas, 
in  fact  said  pretended  diagnosis  is  a  mere  fraudulent  device 
to  deceive  said  persons  and  in  truth  these  advertisers  have 
not  made  any  true  diagnosis  and  well  know  that  they  can- 
not do  so  by  said  method,  and  without  any  honest  understand- 
ing of  the  conditions  of  said  persons,  and  without  the  belief 
that  they  can  cure  said  persons  of  cancer  by  said  treatment 
fraudulently  use  said  pretended  diagnosis  merely  as  a  device 
to  deceive  and  mislead  said  persons  and  thereby  to  induce 
them  to  order  of  and  pay   said   advertisers   for  such   treat- 
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"KO  pat  until  CfRED" 
One  of  the  caseg  iubmitted  againat  Chamlee  va,s  from  a 
victim  in  WiBconsin  wlio  had  purcliaaed  the  "cure"  and  used 
it  Bccording  to  directions,  obtaining  no  benefit  and  doubtleiB 
relying  on  the  advertised  claim,  "No  pay  until  cured,"  the 
nnfortnnate  wrote  to  Chamlee  asking  for  a  return  of  his 
moncT'.    This  is  the  answer  he  got: 

*'I  received  fonr  letlcir  this  morning  and  cannot  aaderstaad  the 
proceas  of  ronr  reaBonlne.  wben  jou  ask  me  to  refnnd  soa  Ui< 
■mall  payment  ;oa  made  lor  tbt  mediclnee  used  In  jour  cate.  as  wa 
did  not  charge  jou  anr  fee  for  our  services,  tberefore  we  vlU  return 
7011  nothing  but  If  yon  will  come  down  here  ;ou  wtlt  sure  bave  to 
purchase  a  lall  end  complete  set  of  teeth.  If  ;oii  think  you  can 
get  aoythlng  come  dovn  and  try  It.  1  haven't  even  b  stool  chair 
In  mr  own  name,  so  If  you  'Can  pay  me  a  visit  In  (be  very  near 
future  pleaae.  please.  Hoping  to  meet  yon  tace  to  face  Id  Cbe  near 
future.     Xonn.  1  don't  tblnk." 


A  typical  Chamlee'R  sdvprtlscmeut.  Notice  that  tlilx  ciunck  now 
11«12)  operates  In  CblrnKo.  alnic  St.  I.<iul«  wob  made  -loo  hof 
for  him.  Note  thp  claim  "So  pay  until  Cunid"  In  connecllon  a-lth 
the  evidence  given  In  exposing  this  fraud. 

A  victim  in  New  Hampshire  who  wrote  for  the  return  of 
her  money  because  of  Cbatnlee's  failure  to  cure,  received  no 
more  consideration  than  did  the  Wisconsin  dupe.  A  Michigan 
woman  "paid  bim  (Chamlee)  considerable  money  for  his 
treatment,  the  result  of  which  almost  killed  her." 
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The  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  under  the 
proTJaioQi  of  the  Food  and  Druga  Act,  also  inTMtigated  Cliam- 
lee'a  businega.  The  department  submitted  to  the  poatofflee 
authorities  the  following  compluint  regarding  Chamlee's  fraud- 
ulent practices: 

"I  desire  to  present  herewith  for  joya  consideration  certain 
facts  concerning  t)te  business  conducted  bj  S.  R.  Chamlee, 
M.D.,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.  The  business  is  also  carried  on  under 
the  name  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Chamlee  &,  Company  and  inToWes 
the  use  of  the  U.  S.  maila  in  the  exploitation  and  sale  of  drag 
products. 

"Through  newspaper  advertisements,  personal  recommenda' 
tlon  or  otherwise,  Dr.  Chamlee  enters  into  communication 
with  those  who  are,  or  who  believe  themselves  to  be,  afflicted 
with  cancer,  and  by  meana  of  false  and  fraudulent  pretenses, 
representations  and  promises  induces  them  to  purchaM  his 
treatment.  Furthermore,  it  clearly  appears  that  he  has  no 
intention  of  rendering  adequate  return  for  the  money  thus 
obtained  and  the  credulous  purchaser  not  only  loses  the  sum 
invested  in  a  worthless  rcQiedy,  but  in  addition  may  suffer 
serious  injury  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  he  is  led  to  neglect 
the  proper  treatment  of  hia  disease. 


"The  following  extracts  from  the  advertising  literature 
issued  by  the  party  in  question  illustrate  the  nature  of  the. 
claims  mode  for  his  treatment: 

"Onr  Cancer  Specific." 

"It  Is  tbe  most  wonderful  discovery  on  earth  to-da;  and  It   la 

'obtained  from  ttie  Sandwich  Islands." 
"Onlj  InlBlllble  cure  ever  discovered." 
"A  Padflc  Island  plant  makes  the  Cures." 
"TboasacdB  cured  wltbout  a  Isllure." 
"We  posit  IvelT.  permaDentl;  cure  eaneet." 

"We  use  a  BpeclOc  tonic  tbat  pariaei  the  blood  and  removes  all 
cancer  viros  from  tbe  Bjitem." 

"The  medicines  comprising  tbe  treatment  furnished  by  Z>r. 
Chamlee  for  the  cure  of  cancer  were  subject  to  analysis  .by 
this  department,  and  the  results  obtained  were  as  follows: 

1.  Cancer  Specific.  Found  to  consist  of  over  99  per 
cent,  water  and  alcohol,  with  small  quantities  of  iron 
and  strychnin;  sweetened  with  saccharin,  a  coal  tar 
product. 

2.  A  liquid  preparation  found  to  contain  aicohol  22 
per  cent,  water  about  22  per  cent.,  tannin,  carbolic 
acid,  opium,  and  a  large  amount  of  glycerin. 

3.  A  waky'  solid  found  to  consist  essentially  of 
reain,  bees -wax,  and  fat. 

"The  results  of  this  analysis  show  that  the  treatment  fur- 
nished by  Dr.  Chamlee  cannot  by  any  possibility  accompliab 
the  results  claimed  for  it  in  the  cure  of  cancer.  The  agents 
of  which  it  is  composed  have  long  been  known  to  the  medical 
profession,  but  notwithstanding  this  fact  no  reliable  authority 
makes  the  claim  that,  taken  singly  or  together,  they  can  be 
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relied  on  for  the  cure  of  cancer.  On  the  contr&rj  the  tact  la 
generally  recognized  among  medical  authorities  that  there  is 
DO  substance  or  mixture  of  substancee  known  at  the  present 
time  which  can  be  relied  on  for  this  purpose.  The  claim  that 
the  treatment  is  "the  most  wonderful  discovery  on  the  earth 
to-day"  13  absolutely  without  foundation,  and  the  analysis 
above  mentioned  failed  to  disclose  the  presence  of  any 
ingredient  which  was  derived  from  the  Sandwich  Islands  and 
wbich  could  be  relied  on  for  the  cure  of  cancer. 

"In  Tiew  of  these  facts  it  would  appear  that  the  buaineas 
of  the  party  in  question  is  not  conducted  in  good  faith,  but 


rbotoeraphic  rcproductlotia  (rcSnccd)  of  the  Utter-heads  of  Cbam- 
lee's  stattonory  as  nsed  in  St.  Loula  before  ho  was  driven  out  of  that 
city  and  aa  now  used  In  Chicago. 

for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  money  from  credulous  individuals 
through  false  and  fraudulent  representations  without  tlie 
intention  of  rendering  any  adequate  return." 

Dr.  F.  P.  Morgan,  scientific  assistant  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  entered  into  correspondence  with  Cliamlee  under 
the  name  Henson.    The  report  goes  on  to  say; 


"The  letters  received  by  Dr.  Morgan  from  the  advertisers 
were  in  the  main  printed  in  imitation  typewriting  to  appear 
as  though  prepared  for  the  individual  case,  but  were  in  fact 
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■tereotyped  circulsra  apparently  used  generalljr  for  eoDdneting 
coTTeapondence  with  persona  from  whom  money  is  being 
Bought.  By  these  various  letters  Bind  pamphleta  aod  booklete 
eudoaed  with  them,  it  ia  repreaented  that  Dr.  Chamlee  can 
cure  cancer  without  knife  or  pain,  by  sending  certain  med- 
icines to  the  patient  to  be  uaed  by  the  patient  at  bia  home; 
that  thia  treatment  ia  "the  greatest  diacorery  and  wonder  of 
the  world;"  that  a  "cure  ia  absolutely  guaranteed;  that  tbo 
advertiaer  hae  been  "by  thia  means  curing  cancer  over  thirty- 
four  years  and  have  ncTer  failed  to  cure  where  my  instruc- 
tions were  carried  out;"  that  "we  positively  cure  cancer;"  that 
this  treatment  ia  "the  only  perfect  cancer  cure  known  to 
acience;"  that  it  "ia  a  positive  cure;"  that  "many  thousandn 
of  casea  have  been  positively  ciired  without  one  failure;"  that 
"it  usually  takes  one  month's  treatment  to  make  a  cure;** 
that  "our  treatment  is  the  only  one  that  positively  eradicates 
cancer  of  the  blood,  destroys  cancer  germs,  heals  cancer  sore  if 
any,  and  heals  permanently;  it  is  the  only  cure  that  is  bocked 
by  absolute  guarantee." 

"These  circulars  of  Dr.  Chamlee  propose  that  if  the  prospect- 
ive patient  would  submit  on  a  blank  furninbed  for  the  pur- 
pose, answers  to  the  question  there  given,  that  the  physician 
could  and  would  make  a  correct  diagnosis  of  the  patient's 
trouble  and  be  able  to  treat  bia  case  thereby.  Mr.  Morgan,  as 
Henaon,  submitted  answers  on  the  blank  sent  him  showing  the 
case  as  follows: 

"Man,  aged  40,  married,  and  with  no  amal!  children,  hil  a  hol- 
lowed out  soie  on  the  lower  lip  shout  one  inch  In  diameter  and  n. 
■mall  Bore  bPsJde  the  noae  on  the  right  side.  In  answer  to  a  ques- 
tion. 'What  is  70iir  disease  called  7*  It  was  answered  'cancer.'  It  has 
existed  over  a  year,  and  Its  growth  baa  been  rapid,  especlallj  at 
late,  ivbeo  the  sore  on  the  mouth  has  grown  yerj  fast.  It  Is 
movable,  painful,  and  dlacharges  matter  having  an  odor.  In  reply 
to  a  question  'If  the  cancer  1b  on  the  Up  has  It  yet  poisoned  and 
hardened  the  glands  tinder  the  chin  or  jaw?'  It  was  aaawered,  'I 
think  BO,  but  don't  know  for  certain,'  and  In  answer  to  another 
question  'Aov  like  trouble  or  lumps  elsewhere?'  It.was  stated  'No.' 
General  health  not  good ;  there  has  been  no  previous  operation  ; 
the  sores  have  been  treated  with  salve  without  heneflt. 

"Without  other  information  than  that  furnished  by  this 
blank,  Dr.  Chamlee  diagnosed  the  case  as  cancer  and  asked 
¥25  for  "medicine  to  cure  the  cancer  .  .  .  including  every- 
thing necessary."  This  price  was  later  reduced  to  $16,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  reduced  offer  Dr.  Moi^n  sent  by  mail 
$15  and  received  by  express  a  package  containing  the  med- 
icines which  it  was  claimed  would  cure  his  cancer.  The 
treatment  received  consisted  of  a  twelve-ounce  bottle  con- 
taining a  dark-colored  fluid  and  bearing  the  label; 

'Dr.  Chamlee's  Cancfr  SpeclSc.  Purines  the  blood  and  removes 
all  cancer  vims  from  the  system.  It  will  prevent  the  return  o( 
cancer  it  taken  freel;   lor  three   or  four  months  after  cancer   ts 

'We  will  not  he  responsible  It  cancer  ehould  cotue  in  another  place, 
unless  at  least  Ihree  bottles  have  been  lakeo. 
'It  1b  the  oQl;  kaown  remed;  that  will  cure  Internal  cancer  and 

'Even  In  the  last  stage  of  cancer.  It  checks  the  growth  and  pre- 
vents polBonlug. 

'Dose:      Tenspoonful    in    water   bofore   or  nfler  mcn'a.' 
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'Apply  to  BurlBCe  of  sore  tvlce  ■  isj.  Let  dc;  In  ■  momeDt. 
then  cover  with  the  black  salve  spreaa  thinly  on  cloth  Bee 
dlreetloDB.     Dr,   8.  R.  Cr 

"tind  live  packages  of  a  waxy  substnnce  referred  to  in  the 
directions  ae  black  ealve  The  direotiona  accompanying  the 
treatment  read  sa  follows :" 

)  DlreCtlonB : — Uolaten  the  BQtface  oC  the  open  doreB  with  the 
medldoe  In  the  amsll  bottle.  Let  It  soak  In  a  minute.  Then  cover 
with  s  bit  of  cloth  Bpread  thinly  with  the  black  Balve.  DresB  It  tlila 
way  morning  and  evening.  Take  the  medicine  In  the  large  bottle 
aa  directed  on  the  UtMl.  We  Dnd  (bat  "after  meala"  aulta  moat 
people  beat. 

Write  ns  In  about  20  days,  telling  of  the  progreBg  of  tbe  caae. 
and  how  It  appears  at  that  tltne,  Some  are  well  In  one  montb. 
others  again  Uke  a  little  longer,  depending  on  the  Blze  of  Ihe  cancer. 
and  the  long  Btandlog  of  the  caae.  Eat  light,  nourishing  food,  avoid 
strong  saltj  meats,  and  keep  the  bowels  open  with  a  little  calomel 
or  Epsom  salts. 


DR.  CHAMLEE'S 

CANCER 

SPECIFIC 


rrd  on  Chs  mice's 
■  »!»  per  cpnt.  of 
rychnln  and  sac- 

It  was  shovn  at  the  iiearing  that  (1)  It  was  impossible  to 
make  a  reliable  diagncnns  of  cancer  by  tneaus  of  the  blanks 
furnished  by  Chamlee;  (2)  the  "treatment"  sent  by  Cliamlee 
was  vorthless  bo  far  as  effecting  a  cure  of  cancer  was  con- 
cerned; (3)  Chamlee  would  not  furniah  additional  "treat- 
ment" free  as  he  offered  to  in  his  first  letters;    (4)   Chamlee 
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would  not  return  the  victims'  money  in  accordance  nitb  his 
"guarantee."  In  view  of  these  facta  the  assistant  attomey- 
general  summed  up  the  case  against  Chamlec  as  follows: 

"After  careful  conHideration  of  all  clTCumstances  of  this 
case  I  am  conTiiiced  that  the  business  of  this  person  in  the 
treating  of  patients  at  their  homes  for  cancer  under  the  repre- 
sentation  made  is  a  scheme  to  obtain  monej'  through  the 
mails  by  means  of  false  and  fraudulent  pretenses,  representa- 
tions and  promises.  I  am  satis&ed  that  said  business  is  not 
conducted  in  good  faith,  but  merely  as  a,  scheme  to  fraudu- 
lently extort  money  without  intending  to  return  therefor  the 
Bervices  promised,  and  without  any  belief  that  patients  vitb 
cancer  can  be  cured  as  TepreBent«d.  The  analysis  of  the 
medicines  sent  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  proves  con- 
clusively. I  think,  the  spuriousness  of  the  practice  of  this 
advertiser. 

"I  find  that  this  is  a  scheme  for  obtaining  money  through 
the  mails  by  means  of  false  and  fraudulent  pretenses,  reprc' 
sentationa  and  promises,  and  I  therefore  recommend  that  a 
fraud  order  be  issued  against  said  party." 

Till   8T.    LOUIS   SANITABIUU 

The  fraud  order  was  issued,  but  with  the  evident  intent  of 
evading  it  Cbamlee  sent  out  the  following  letter  to  prospective 
vicUmS: 

"The  Qovernment  baa  JDst  decided  tbat  ph^Hlclana  caaDot  diagnose 
cancer  tbrougb  tbe  malls,  and  have  consequeatl;  stopped  our  mail. 

and   have  refused   to  f—  — — ' — ' —  **■ *■   "■■ 

mail. 


1  pay  any   mone;  orders  coming  through   t 


.___._ '"i,: 

om  nave  lo  tsue  a  new  name  and  address. 

"The  only  way  to  get  onr  TSlusble  medicine  Is  to  not  send  a 
money  order,  sb  we  cannot  caab  them.  Send  tlie  money  through  an 
eipcesB  company,  or  send  draft  or  caBhler's  check,  payable  to  the 
St.  Louis  Sanitarium  Co..  P.  O.  Lock  Box  843,  St.  Louis.  Mo.,  and 
address  all  communications  elmply  St.  Louis  Sanitarium  Co..  P.  0. 
Lock  Boi  S43,  St.  Louis.  MIsBoutl, 

"Upon  receipt  ol  youc  money  we  will  promptly  ship  your  medi- 
cine to  your  nearest  express  offlce.  Please  mention  your  nearest 
eipiesa  office  and  express  company  handling  same.  We  are  using 
.  the  above  named  boi  and  name  until  we  can  decide  on  a  permanent 
name  and  address.  II  you  are  coming  to  St.  Louis,  we  will  give 
you  Instructions  bow  to  reecb  us. 

•'Yours  very  truly, 
■•THE  ST.   LOUIB   SANITARIUM  CO." 

I  a  printed  slip  reading  as 


We  have  lesaed  Dr.  Cbam 

"'"..».««»-.» 

year 

and  have 

employed  Dr 

S.  K^  Chamlee  h 

mself  and 

fore 

and  treat! 

all 

Icp  tbpj-  <ati  pay. 

Dr    rba 

has 

no    time 

wer    any    letters. 

Address 

all 

letters  to 

THE  ST. 

LOUIS  SANITARIUM  CO.. 

P.  0 

Lock  Box  S43,  St 

Louis.  M 
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The  govemment  on   learning  of   th!s  evuion  immediately 

extended  the  fraud  order  to  tlie  St.  Louis  Sanitarium  Companj. 
Tliose  on  Chamlee'a  mailing  list  then  received  a  circular  letter 
from  the  "United  Specialists  Cancer  Cure  Co."  Those  "medical 
director  and  head  phyaician"  was  3.  R.  Chamlee.  A  atill 
further  eiteneion  of  tlie  fraud  order  was  made  to  cover  the 
"United  Specialists  Cancer  Cure  Co." 

[Since  the  preceding  article  appeared  in  the  first  edition  of 
"Nostrnms  and  Quackery"  Chamlee  has  flaspd  his  St.  Louis 
office  and  moved  to  Chicago.  He  ia  not  licensed  to  practice  in 
the  state  of  Illinois  and  therefore  liires  renegade  physicians 
to  carry  on  his  nefarious  trade  for  him.  His  Los  Angeles 
office  is  atill  running.] 

THE  CURSY  CANCER  CnSE     ' 

In  one  of  the  chapters  in  Co  liter's  "Great  American 
Fraud"  series  by  Mr.  Adams,  the  "cancer  cure"  quack  was 
shown  up.'  Among  the  numerous  humbugs  in  this  line  of  buai- 
itess,  Dr.  G.  M.  Curry,  of  Lebanon,  Obio,  was  apostrophized  - 
under  the  caption,  "An  Ananias  of  Quackdom,"  as  follows: 

"I  don't  want  to  overrate  Dr.  Curry  in  bis  own  department 
of  human  activity,  but  he  seems  to  me,  on  the  whole,  one  of 
the  most  eminent  all-around  liars  I  have  encountered  any- 
where in  Quackdom.  According  to  his  own  statements,  Dr. 
Curry  has  discovered  not  only  the  germ  of  cancer,  but  also  a 
anre  cure  for  it." 

This  and  much  more  did  Mr.  Adams  have  to  say  about  Dr. 
Cnrry.  Attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that  in  his  enter- 
prise Curry  had  the  support  of  Lebanon's  "best  citizens" — the 
county  treasurer,  the  sheriff,  the  recorder,  the  auditor,  a 
judge,  two  attorneys,  and  two  bankera,  to  say  nothing  of  sev- 
eral other  prominent  inhabitants. 

Said  the  (lite:  "Dr.  Curry  is  no  quack.  His  remedy  is  no 
fake.  Both  are  entitled  to  the  fullest  confidence  of  cancer  suf- 
ferers and  Lebanon  is  proud  of  his  success."  Later  in  the 
series  Hr.  Adams  told  how  valiantly  the  Lebanon  newspapers 
came  to  the  defense  of  Curry  and  his  cruel  fake.  Neverthe- 
less, even  as  long  ago  as  July,  1906,  Mr.  Adams  ventured  this 
opinion:  "Dr.  Curry  is  a  quack.  His  remedy  is  a  fake.  And 
the  hi^ly  respectable  citizens  who  bolster  it  are,  giving  them 
the  benefit  of  tbe  doubt,  the  dupes  of  an  arrant  swindler." 
Now,  three  years  later,  comes  the  United  States  Government 
in  the  person  of  Assistant  Attorney- General  Goodwin,  and 
says  some  equally  unkind  things  about  tbe  business  which  Dr. 
Curry  built  up.  From  the  report  which  Mr.  Goodwin  tranS' 
mitted  to  the  Postmaster  General,  we  abstract  tbe  following: 

1.  See  pages  TT  and  116,  "Great  American  Fraud"  pamphlet. 
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Thia  eompmay  was  engaged  in  tratting,  throogfa  the  mElIs, 
patient*  aiBieted  with  cancer.  K.  W.  Rainwy  waa  its  Bee- 
rctary  and  manKger  and  the  adTtrtiHinenta  iDformed  prospect- 
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LtbaBOD.  ghk>,  ate,  Ms. 

«n.is  (■•'llin's.  July  14.  illftO,  in  refprrinB  to  tills  illustration:   "Of 
mi'  li'iip.  uni'  utiicr  Is  tirabablj  ttue  and  tbe  remalnliig  six  arc  lies" 

ive  patients  that  their  letters  might  be  sent  to  him  if  they 
preferred,  in  order  to  insure  secrecy.  What  the  company 
claims  for  its  cure  is  indicated  by  the  following  quotations: 
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■■Cancer  cured  In  10  days — a  dlaeoTciy  tbBt  hsa  startled  the 
medical  world.  I  hBTS  discovered  what  the  medical  vorld  has  beeo 
Inoklng  for.  for  years.  A  sure  cure  for  cancer,  so  lare  that  it  can 
be  absolutely  gaaranteed.  This  1  do  and  1  can  proTe.  I  have 
cured  hundreds  of  the  most  horrified  cases  Id  from  10  to  20  days 
after  celebrated  pLfSlclana  and  suigcona  had  given  np  all  hope  of 
sttTlng  them.'^ 

When  a  victim  answered  an  advertisement,  pamphlett  and 
testimonials  were  sent  to  iiim,  together  with  a  quettion 
blank,  on  which  be  was  to  indicate  the  sjmptoma  of  his  dia- 
ease.    In  a  circular  letter  the  statements  we're  made; 

"It  certainly  gives  us  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  to  you  that  it* 
have  a  positive  cure  for  this,  one  of  the  most  dreadful  diseases  that 
afflicts  the  human  race.  We  are  seeding:  you  free  the  neceafcry 
laformation  that  will  show  you  how  to  cure  yonrself  at  home  In 
frooi  10  to  20  days  without  the  aid  of  a  physician  Or  sorgeon  and 
at  little  expense. 

"The  ^ease  of  cancer  balBed  the  aktU  aad  science  of  the  medical 
profession  for  centuries  and  was  always  considered  an  Incnrable 
malady.  Now  the  discovery  of  the  Curry  method  of  curing  and  re- 
moving cancer,  root  and  branch.  Is  considered  by  many  medical 
men  to  be  one  of  the  most  Important  advancements  In  medical 
science  of  this  age.  By  means  of  this  treatment  no  trace  of  the 
dlseaae  Is  left  to  propagate  any  further  growths  or  again  endanger 
the  life  of  the  suderer.  We  have  cured  hundreds  and  hundreds  of 
cases  of  the  most  malignant  and  aggravated  form  where  hope  had 
been  all  but  permanently  abandoned  by  the  sulferer  and  the  case 
about  lo  be  pronounced  Incurable, 

"If  you  faithfully  follow  our  directions  this  treatment  should 
absolutely  cure  yon,  remove  all  traces  of  the  cancer  poison  from  the 
blood,   and    prevent  you   from   either   saffering  further  yourself  or 


Attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that  it  was  not  neceaaary 
to  come  to  the  "sBnitarium"  in  order  to  b«  cured.  The  com- 
pan;  has  "perfected  a  home  treatment,  so  that  jou  can  cure 
yourself  of  jour  cancer  just  as  well  right  In  your  own  home." 
As  a  sample  of  some  of  the  claims  made,  we  may  q^uote: 


"The   most   desperate   cases   successfully   treated   by   the   Curry 

"The  percentage  of  deaths  trotn  cancers  which  have  been  treated 
vKb  the  Curry  cure  Is  absolutely  down  to  nothing." 

"The  Curry  Cancer  Core  has  stood  the  test.  The  antl-toiin  for 
diphtheria   was  an    Immediate  success   because   It    could   stand   the 

"It  you  have  a  cancer  or  a  suspicious  growth  on  any  part  of  your 
body  act  now  before  it  la  too  late.  If  your  cancer  Is  far  advanced 
you  may  die  from  It  In  a  month  or  In  a  week.  Von  can  not  tell 
what  moment  will  be  your  last.  After  you  have  used  the  treatment 
for  a  day  or  two  and  you  find  that  your  pains  are  gradually  leaving 
you,  tbst  the  cancer  Is  diminishing  In  size  and  that  the  soreness 
and  bleeding  Is  fast  disappearing  then  you  will  know  that  death 
has  been  cheated  and  Instead  of  the  grave  there  awaits  you  more 
years  of  health,  sunshine  and  happiness.  Then,  too.  you  will 
realtie  why  the  Curry  Cure  stands  foremost  among  the  world^S 
great  discoveries." 

FOLLOW-UP   LETTERS 

The  victim  was  informed  th.it  by  answering  the  ques- 
tions on  the  blanks  sent  him  the  company  would  be  able  to 
ttudy  his  case  "from  the  standpoint  of  successful  specialists." 


.DOgle 
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If  no  reply  was  received  to  this  letter,  the  eompuiy  again 
wrote  the  prospective  patient,  urging  him  to  send  in  the 
question  blank  properly  filled  out,  immediately,  and  im- 
pressing on  bim  the  dnnger  of  delay.  If  this  brought  no 
ansirer  another  letter  was  sent  to  liim  telling  him  that  the 
company  had  taken  a  deep-seated  interest  in  his  case  and 
felt  certain  that  it  could  cure  him.  If  a  reply  was  still  not 
forthcoming,  another  letter  was  sent,  asking  the  patient  to 
explain  the  delay  and  tellii^  him  that  he  probably  would  have 
been  cured  months  ago  if  he  had  but  cast  aside  prejudice  and 
answered  the  questions  submitted  to  him. 


In  those  cases  in  which  the  question  blank  was  filled  out, 
the  com'p&ny  sent  the  victim  a  letter  in  which  it  stated  that 
it  could  cure  him  permanently  by  its  treatment  in  from  ten 
to  twenty  days  at  a  cost  of  $25.  If  the  money  was  not  forth- 
coming, a  series  of  follow-up  letters  was  sent  to  the  patient,  in 
which  it  was  represented  that  within  twenty  days'  time  from 
the  commencement  of  treatment,  the  cancer  would  be  cnred 
absolutely,  never  to  return;  that  "every  fiber,  filament  and 
tendril"  would  be  rooted  out  and  that  the  place  where  the 
.cancer  was  would  be  healed  over  with  healthy  skin  and  all 
signs  and  danger  of  cancer  would  have  disappeared  forever. 

At  its  bearing  the  company  submitted  samples  of  tbe  "rem- 
edies" by  which   these   marvelous   results   were   purported   to 
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be  brought  about.  They  were  analyzed  in  the  Department  or 
Agriculture  and  the  findings  of  the  department,  which  were 
transmitted  to  the  postmaster .  general,  were  in  part  as 
foUowa: 


mircncuiiE 

lOBEJOPEIIEHEWHl 

Dochv  H.  S.  Wetnl  To  Optt«te  btt 
"  n  Akag  Same  Linec-To  be 
Ready  by  March  Itt 


(reducodi  of  n 


i    LJkBOBATDBY   BEPOBT 

"The  value  of  the  above  remedies  in  the  treatment  of  cancer 
i»  Bummariied  aa  follows : 

"Nob.  7,  8,  9,  10  and  18  are  aimply  antiseptic  substanceB 
usetol  only  in  rendering  surfacea  to  which  they  are  applied 
cleanly  and  tree  from  outaide  infection. 


,  Google 
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•  "Nob.  10,  21,  24  and  20,  22  and  23  are  all  also  antieeptic  and 
the  latter  three,  in  addition,  contain  opium,  which  to  aome  ex- 
tent allays  pain  of  the  part  to  which  applied  in  these  cases, 
the  rectal  or  vaginal  passages. 

"Nos.  25  and  20  are  simply  tonic  medicines. 

"No.  17  is  a  preparation  of  opium  wliich  deadens  the  afatem 
to  the  sensibility  of  pain. 

"No.  16,  a  cocain  preparation  which  relieves  pain  temporar- 
ily by  its  local  paralyzant  action  on  the  tisBues  to  which  it  ia 
applied. 

"No.  15,  an  astringent  which  may  be  used  in  stopping  the 
How  of  blood  or  secretions. 

"No.  14,  a  laxative  pill  of  value  in  relieving  constipation, 
which  is  quite  likely  to  be  produced  by  the  administration  of 
the  opium  included  in  the  list  of  medicines. 

"Noa.  12  and  13,  merely  coverings  for  holding  medicines  in 
place,  inactive  medicinally. 

"Noa.  6  and  10  are  simple  ointments. 

"No.  7,  hydrogen  peroxid;  a  cleansing  agent. 


PliotoRraphie   reproduction    Ircducpd}    o(  the 
tlie  old  Curry  Sanltorlum.      Whrn  tlip  ehiinn*  n 

II.  S.  Wvtwl  wflH  In  charge;  lat.T,  one  E.  W.  I ...  __ 

to  be  running  the  voocem.  Bcsldru  advertising  to  cure  cancer  nndfr 
tlic  name  "Cedar  IIIII  San  I  In  Hum."  Smith  ali;a  advortiaed  lo  cure 
■■foul  breath"  under  Ihp  stjle.  "I»r,  Smith  Kpmciiy  Co." 

"No.  6.  This  preparation  was  originally  thought  to  be  a 
mild  caustic,  but  has  since  been  found  and  is  now  believed  to 
be  a  non-irritant  iodin  preparation  and  cannot  ba  used  to 
destroy  any   kind  of   tissue. 

"No.  2.  Crystallized  carbolic  acid  ia  a  dangerous  and  per- 
nicious substance  in  the  hands  of  the  layman.  It  is  a  cor- 
rosive poison  and  while  decidedly  a  tissue  destroyer  it  acts 
destructjbly  both  on  diseased  and  healthy  tissue  and,  more- 
over, is  liable  to  produce  gangrene  when  applied  to  ulcerated 
surfaces. 

"No.  3.  Chromic  acid  in  concentrated  solution  is  well-known 
as  a  caustic  and  is  used  to  some  extent  as  auch,  but  in  the 
weak  (solution  represented  it  is  very  doubtful  if  this  result 
can  be  accomplished. 

"No,  4.  Concentrated  acetic  acid  in  the  strength  here  rep- 
resented is  a  strong  eacharotic  and  does  destroy  tissue,  both 
diseased  and  healthy,  and  much  care  must  be  exercised  in  its 
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"No.  1.  From  the  repreeentationB  made  at  the  hearing  it 
appears  that  the  company  depeodB  ver;  largely  for  reiults  on 
the  preparations  known  as  'Red  Ointment.' 

"The  analyaia  suggested  that  but  little  caustic  effect  could 
be  eipected  and  experiments  were  instituted  with  a  view  of 
confirming  or  refuting  the  ckims  made.  The  remedy  was 
applied  both  moist  and  dry  to  normal  tissues,  with  the  result 
that  after  twenty-four  hours'  application  little,  if  any  caustic 
effect  was  noticeable.  These  experiments,  therefore,  show  that 
this  preparation,  for  which  such  remarkable  claims  were  made, 
possesses  but  little  virtue  as  an  agent  for  the  destruction  of 
caneeroua  growth  or  tissue. 

"In  conclusion,  this  office  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  nature 
of  these  remedies  Is  such  that  they  can  not  possibly  effect  a 
cure  except  by  the  merest  chance.  They  arc  absolutely  worth- 
less for  internal  cancer.  The  claims,  representations  and  prom- 
LEes  employed  in  promoting  this  treatment  are  false  and  de- 
ceptive." 


Greatly  i^educsil  photographic  rBpiuductiOH  of  the  L'urry  cBDcer 
pure  nostrmna.  (By  courlesy  of  the  Commiilee  on  Interefate  and 
Forelya  Comtiierce.) 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  also  made  an  investigation 
of  its  own,  and  the  chief  inspector  of  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry 
msde  the  following  elatemcnt  regarding  the  "treatment": 

"This  treatment  is  sold  as  a  cure  for  cancer.  The  words 
'Cancer  Cure'  in  the  name  of  the  company  itself  implies  an 
ability  to  cure  what  is  generally  recognized  as  an  incurable 
disease.  The  laiieU,  correspondence,  testimonials  and  other  ad- 
vertising literature  of  the  concern  are  saturated  with  the  idea 
that  the  treatment  above  described  will  cute  cancer.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  there  is  no  drug  or  combination  of  drugs 
known  at  the  present  time  which  can  be  relied  on  with  any 
degree  of  certainty  whatever  to  effect  a  cure  for  cancer.  The 
therapeutic  effects  of  the  ingredients  of  the  remedies  com- 
prising this  treatment  have  long  been  known  to  the  medical 
profession,  but  notwithstanding  this  fact  tho  best  authorities 
make  no  claim   to   the   ability   to   cure   can;er   by   means   of 
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OORd-DSIOnS  OF  THE  OOnXRHENT 

Tbe  Asaiatant  Attorney -General,  in  summing  up  his  opinioD 
of  the  whole  matter,  says;  "Tbe  weight  of  medical  anthority 
Sb  to  the  effect  that  cancer  is  a  disease,  the  existence  and 
character  of  which  can  Only  he  reliably  ascertained  by  a  care- 
ful  personal  examination,  and  that  a  positive  diagnosis  always 
requires  a  competent  microscopic  examination.  The  Dr.  Curry 
Cancer  Cure  Company's  pretense  tiiat  they  can  properly  diag- 
nose cases  of  cancer  and  prescribe  remedies  for  them  without 
personal  examination  merely  hy  this  correspondence  scheme, 
is  without  any  acienttfic'  or  proven  foundation,  and  they  must 
well  know  that  it  is  mere  pretense.  What  is  undoubtedly  the 
fact  that  out  of  the  many  cases  submitted  to  them  and  diag- 
nosed by  them  aa  cancer  there  are  some  which  are  not  cancer- 
at  all,  hut  simply  non-malignant  sores  which  in  some  instances 
yield  to  treatment  is  what  .aSords  them  a  basis  on  the  re- 
covery of  such  cases  to  claim  that  they  have  cured  cancer. 

"According  to  the  evidence  submitted  the  medical  profession 
knows  of  no  drug  or  combination  of  drugs  which  can  be  relied 
on  to  cure  cancer.  That  the  Dr.  Curry  Cancer  Cure  Com- 
pany has  not  succeeded  where  the  profession  has  failed  and 
that  they  are  not  honestly  endeavoring  to  cure  patients  but 
that  their  pretensions  to  have  discovered  a  cure  for  this  dis- 
ease are  false  and  fraudulent  and  asserted  merely  to  deceive 
and  defraud  suffering  humanity,  is  revealed  by  tbe  analysia 
of  their  medicines  and  the  finding  that  they  are  merely 
ordinary  antiseptics,  narcotics  and  caustics. 

"I  find  that  this  is  a.  scheme  for  obtaining  money  through 
the  mails  by  false  and  fraudulent  pretenses,  representations 
and  promises,  in  violation  of. Sections  3920  and  4041  of  the 
Kevised  Statutes,  as  amended,  and  recommend  that  a  fraud 
order  be  issued  against  the  Dr.  Curry  Cancer  Cure  Company 
and  K  W.  Ramsey,  at  Lebanon,  Ohio." 

The  fraud  order  was  issued. 

THE  LEACH  CANCER  CURE    ■ 
In  giving  the  case  of  Dr.  L.  T.  Leach  and  his  "cure"  Can- 
cerol,  we  cannot  do  better  than  to  quote  it  at  length  from  the 
memorandum  which  was  submitted  by  the  assistant  attorney- 
general,  Judge  R.  P.  Goodwin,  to  the  Postroaater-General : 

"Dr.  Leach  advertises  as  a  cancer  specialist.  He  treats 
patients  chiefly  by  mail,  hut  conducts  a  small  sanatorium  at 
Indianapolis,  where  such  few  patients  as  present  themselves 
are  cared  for.  About  -SO  per  cent,  are  mail  patients.  The 
mail  treatment  costs  about  $25  a  month  and  the  sanatorium 
treatment  about  $160  a  month. 

"Dr.  Leach  is  about  35  years  of  age  and  graduated  from  the 
Medical  College  of  Indiana  in  1901.  For  some  time  after  his 
graduation,  he  assisted  his  father-in-law,  Dr.  D.  M.  Bye,*  in  a 

•  For  the  description  of  the  "B.  P.  Bye  Cancer  Cure"  see  Index. 
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busineBS  similar  to  that  under  discuasion,  and  later  commenced 
thia  busineBs  of  his  owd.  This  is  the  extent  of  bis  experience 
in  treating  cancer." 

On  liis  [Leacli'a]  receipt  of  an  iuquirj,  a  copy  of  a  pamphlet 
entitled  "Facts  About  Cancer,"  a.  symptom-blank  and  a  sheet 
containing  alleged  testimonials  are  sent  to  the  correapoudettt. 
These  matters  are  carefully  prepared  to  conve;  the  impression 
that  Dr.  Leach  has  diacovered  and  offered  a  treatment  bjr  medi- 
cation that  will  cure  practically  all  cases  of  cancer.  For 
example,  sucli  statements  as  the  following  are  made: 

Tbe  agent  which  meets  this  regalremeiit  Is  CanceFol.  Hunaredi 
have  been  cured  In  tbls  way  whece  It  would  have  twen  Impossible 
to  came  to  m;  Sanatorium.  Cancerol  Is  the  mildest  efficient  remed; 
known.  .  .  .  Cancerol  may  be  employed  In  most  any  sltaatlon 
of  tbe  body.  Cancerol  bas  cared  many  cases  where  all  other  rem- 
edies have  failed. 

□ere  Is  one  who  has  made  a  apeclalty  of  tbe  disease  and  who 

I  can  cure  more  serious  cases  of  cancer  tban  anyone  else,  bar  none. 

In  the  vast  majority  at  cases  tbe  medical  treatment  which  1 
employ,  In  varying  atrengtha  and  comblnatloiiB,  will  give  satisfac- 
tory resnlts  when  ail  otbec  methodg  fall. 

I  do  not  know  that  I  have  ever  failed  In  a  case  where  I  bad 

Sven   It  SB  my  professloual  opinion  that  I   could  cure.     -     .     .      I 
ive  cured  many  ot  those  so-called  incurable  and  hopeless  cases ; 
pronounced  so  by  some  physicians. 

Nothing  has  ever  been  compounded  which,  In  my  Jodgment  and 
in  the  jDdgiueDt  of  other  competent  doctors.  Is  as  emclent  ai 
CanceroL  Where  I  can  get  caaes  early,  not  one  In  ten  need  result 
fatally. 

"The  correepondent  is  informed  that,  if  he  will  answer  the 
questions  asked  in  the  symptom -blank.  Dr.  Leach  can  correctly 
diagnose  his  trouble  and  wilt  advise  him  of  his  condition. 

"On  the  return  ot  the  symptom- blank,  Dr.  Leach  continues 
his  correspondence,  pretending  to  report  his  opinion  of  the 
disease,  and  oSering  to  treat  the  case  by  mail  at  about  $25  a 
month." 

AHALTSis  or  THE  "cuke" 

The  medicines  were  analyzed  by  the  government  ehemista 
and  found  to  consist  essentially  of  cottonseed  oil  and  simple 
tonics.    The  "treatment"  for  cancer  of  the  uterus  consisted  of: 

1.  "Blood  Rbnovatob."     Found  to  be  but  a  simple  bitter,  alco- 

2.  "Canceeol:    Reg.  U.  S.  Pat.  Office."     Consisted  of  cottonseed 


possessed  little,  If  any.  germicidal  i 
4.  Red,  sugar-coated  ptUs.  consisting  essentially  of  sodium  bicar- 
bonate, ferrous  Hulpbale,  capsicum  and  glucose  ;  In  other  words,  a 
simple  Iron  tonic. 

Should  the  victim  have  an  external  cancer,  he  was  sent  the 
simple  tonic,  the  cottonseed  oil  and  the  red  pills  as  described 
above,  and  in  addition  received; 

"PaEaCHiPTiON  Ifl"  ;     An  alcoholic  preparation  containing  opium, 

"HEiLiso  Salve"  :      Boric  Bfid  and  bismuth  salts  In  petrolatum, 

"DAt  Oil"  :    One-hall  ounce  of  Iththyol. 

"De  TlT-Oi."  :     Caustic  paste  conlnlnint;  34  per  cent,  of  nrsoulc. 
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From  the  results  of  these  malysea-the  gOTernment  chemists 
reported  as  follows: 

"The  above  findioga  clearly  hIidw  that  there  ia  nothing 
in  the  treatment  submitted  b;  the  Poat-Office  Inspector  to 
warrant  any  claims  or  representations  to  the  effect  that  the 
treatment   is   capable  of   mitigating  or  effecting  a  cure   of 

CI4IUS  vEsaua  ADMiaaioss 
"Dr.  Leach  at  the  hearing  was  compelled  to  admit  that  there 
was  nothing  in  the  treatment  purchased  bj  the  inspector 
which  could  be  relied  on  to  cure  a  case  of  cancer.  He  con- 
tended that  he  had  not  promised  to  cure  the  cnae.  This  con- 
tention, however,  is  not  supported  by  the  facta.  The  letters 
and  printed  literature  are  clearly  intended  and  calculated 
to  induce  the  patient  to  purchase  the  treatment  b;  the  hope  of 
a  cure." 


''copy"    U9cd   by    Leacb    In 


"The  inspector  obtained  the  names  of  persons  who  had  paid 
money  to  this  advertiser,  and  by  correapondence  received  re- 
ports of  the  results  of  the  treatment  in  about  forty  instances. 
Examination  of  this  correspondence  reveals  that  but  seven 
out  of  the  forty  claimed  to  have  been  cured,  and  that  in  but 
2  cases  was  the  patient  examined  by  a  local  physician  who 
diagnosed  the  trouble  as  cancer.  In  eighteen  other  instances 
in  which  the  local  physician  had  examined  the  patient  and 
stated  that  the  trouble  was  cancer,  the  patients  found  no  bene- 
fit from  the  treatment.  In  no  case  had  there  been  a  micro- 
scopic examination  of  the  growth,  so  that  it  cannot  be  posi- 
tively said  that  in  any  case  the  disease  was  a  true  cancer. 

"The  result  of  this  correspondence  is  so  strikingly  in  con- 
trast with,  the  advertising  claims  as  to  prove  conciuaively,  I 
think,  the  spurious  quality  of  the  medicines  that  are  sold  by 
this  advertiser  as  a  cure  for  cancer,  and  especially  in  view  of 
the  findings  of  the  analyses." 

After  thus  showing  the  mendacity  of  Leach's  claims,  the 
valuelessness  of  his  medicines  and  the  worthlesaness  of  his 
"cure's,"  Judge  Goodwin,  the  assistant  attorney -general,  sums 
up  the  case  against  this  man  as  follows : 
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"Dr.  Leach's  pretense  that  he  can  properly  diagnose  cases  of 
cBDceT  and  prescribe  remedies  for  tbem  without  personal 
examination  merelj'  bj  tliia  correspondence  scheme  is  without 
any  scientific  or  proved  foundation,  and  be  must  well  Icnow 
that  it  is  mere  pretense.  What  is  undoubtedly  the  fact  that 
out  dE  tlie  many  cases  submitted  to  him  and  diagnosed  by  him 
as  cancer  there  are  some  which  are  not  cancer  at  all,  but 
simply  non- malignant  sores  which  in  some  instances  yield  to 
treatment,  is  what  affords  him  a  basis  on  the  recovery  of 
Buch  cases  to  claim  that  be  has  cured  cancer. 

"That  Dr.  Leach  has  not  succeeded  where  the  profession  has 
failed,  and  that  be  is  not  honestly  endeavoring  to  cure  bis 
patients,  but  that  his  pretensions  to  have  discovered  a  cure 
for  this  disease  are  false  and  fraudulent  and  asserted  merely 
to  deceive  and  defraud  suffering  humanity,  is  revealed  by  the 
analysis  of  his  medicines  and  the  finding  that  they  are  merely 
cottonseed  oil  and  some*  ordinary  tonics  and  caustics." 

In  short,  it  was  so  evident  that  Ijcacb  was  using  the  United 
Slates  mails  as  a  means  of  obtaining  money  by  fraud,  that 
the  assistant  attorney -general  recommended  the  issuance  of 
a.  fraud  order  against  Leach.    It  was  issued. 

[Note  to  second  edition:  Leach  now  conftnea  his  "cancer 
cure"  activities  to  sucli  victims  as  be  can  persuade  to  come  to 
Indianapolis  in  person.  This  permits  him  to  claim  that  he 
diagnoses  his  cases  after  per.sonal  examination,  lie  can  "treat" 
them  by  mail  at  his  leisure.] 

THE  "DKS.  MIXER"  CANCER  CURE 
"Drs.  Mixer"  is  the  name  under  which  C.  W.  Mixer  of 
Hastings,  Mich.,  conducted  a  mail-order  "cancer  cure"  busi- 
ness. In  November,  1900,  Mixer  was  cited  by  t)ie  postnt 
authorities  tt>  show  why  a  fraud  order  should  not  be  issued 
against  his  concern. 

The  charges  brought  against  Mixer  were  that  he  ^s  con- 
ducting a  scheme  for  obtaining  money  through  the  mails  "by 
meanf  of  false  and  fraudulent  pretenses,  representations  and 
promises."  The  scheme,  briefly,  was  outlined  as  follows; 
Advertisements  were  published  in  newspapers  soliciting  those 
persons  who  believed  themselves  to  be  alllioted  with  cancer,  to 
write  to  Drs.  Mixer  for  a  "cure."  Those  who  answered  the 
advertisements-  were  sent  printed  letters,  circulars,  pamphlets 
and  leaflets  in  which  they  were  urged  to  send  money  for  the 
Drs.  Mixer's  "treatment"  for  the  cure  of  cancer.  The  concern 
further  represented  that  a  diagnosis  of  cancer  could  be  given 
from  the  answers  which  prospective  victims  might  make  to  a 
list  of  printed  questions  on  a  blank  furnished  for  that  pur- 
pose. To  quote  at  length  from  the  report  of  the  assistant 
attorney -general  to  the  postmaster  general: 


,l)Oglf 


"Dr.  L.  F.  Kebler,  chief,  Division  of  Drugs;  Dr.  C.  H.  Kim- 
berly,  assistant  chemist,  and  Dr.  F.  P.  Morgan,  of  the  Depart* 
ment  of  Agriculture,  were  by  request  present  at  the  hearing. 
Dr.  Morgan  testified  that  under  the  name  of  L.  F.  Kay  he,  in 


Mich.,  about  their  'cure  fi 


'  that  he  received  in  reply 


The  aad  story  ot 

ttram^s  cmasvmma 

atoff  CANCER 

Hull  tha  folhwin^  and  be  convinced 
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the  various  letters,  booklets  and  ]>rinted  matter  which  he  sub- 
mitted; that  he  submitted  to  them  an  outline  of  the  trouble 
which  they  diagnosed  as  cancer,  and  that  he  paid  them  b;  niail 
$11.80  for  medicines  to  cure  his  case;  that  he  received  by 
express  in  August  last  the  medicines  sent  for  this  remittance, 
and  that  he  produced  the  sania  at  the  hearing." 

The  advertisement  published  by  Drs.  Mixer  and  submitted 
bj-  Dr,  Jlorgan  is  rciirocliLfi^d  above. 
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"The  various  letterB  anil  printed  matter  received  by  Dr.  Mor- 
gan from  the  advertiser  represent  that  the  latter  can  cure  can- 
cer without  the  Icnife  or  caustics  by  sending  the  patient  certain 
medicines  to  be  talien  by  the  patient  at  his  home.  Many  state- 
ments are  made  in  regard  to  tlie  efficacy  of  the  treatment,  a 
few  of  which  are  quoted  below : 


"  'areatMt  Cancer    .    .    .    remedy  of  the  age.* 

"  *Our  remedlea  elve  safe,  EPeedf  and  crrtsln  relict  to  the  mo«t 
horrible  forms  of  cancer  of  the  breast,  face,  ilomach  and  womb.' 

"  'We  have  equally  as  good  success  with  Internal  cancer  as  with 
eiteraal,  and  rarel;  tall  to  cure,' 

"■Our  success  In  tbe  treatment  of  Cancer  .  .  .'  Is  without 
parallel.' 

"  'We  have  cured  8Q  per  cent,  of  all  cases  wbo  bare  f  akeo  onr 
(restment.  This  we  believe  Is  a  better  ebowlng  tban  aof  Cancer 
Specialist  In  this  country  can  make.' 

"'Thousands  safferlng  from  cancer  and  Its  kindred  diseases  have 
been  perfectly  cured  by  this  great  discovery.' 

"  'Tbousands  of  people  die  of  cancer  and  malignant  growth  from 
year  (o  year  wbo  would  surely  have  been  cured  by  our  treatment.' 

"  'Our  Blood  Remedies  Cure  and  cure  lo  Stay  Cured.  This  valu- 
able  treatment  la  a  positive  sategaard  and  preventive  against  the 
development  of  cancer  germ*.' 

"The  letters  and  printed  matter  from  tbe  advertiser  also 
represent  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  the  afflicted  to  receive  per- 
aonal  examination  by  Urs.  Miser,  but  that  the  latter  can, 
through  the  medium  of  this  correspondence  scheme,  come  to  a 
correct  understanding  of  the  patient's  case  and  furnish  the 
necessary  treatment  to  cure.  The  advertiser  furnishes  the 
patient  a,  so-called  symptom  blank  consisting  of  printed  list  of 

Snestiona  with  instructions  to  the  patient  to  write  answera 
hereto  and  mail  the  blank  to  the  advertiser,  when,  it  is  repre- 
sented, the  latter  can  correctly  diagnose  the  case  and  furnish 
the  necessary  treatment." 

Dr.  Morgan  filled  out  the  symptom  blank  and  sent  it  to  Dra. 
Mixer  and  was  told  in  reply  that  the  patient  described  in  the 
blank  was  afflicteil  with  cancer  of  the  "epithelial  type"  and  hs 
was  further  told  that  there  was  "no  reason  why  you  cannot  bo 
cured."  The  "treatment"  sent  to  Dr.  Morgan  consisted  of  seven 
medicines.  These  Dr.  Kimberly  analyzed  and  testified  that  he 
found  their  composition  to  be,  respectively,  as  follows; 

"1.  'Mi:iRB's  CANCm  AKD  SCBOFOi.*  SiRrrp':  A  syrnp  containing 
potasalnm  lodid  end  a  small  amount  o(  vegetable  Ingredient  similar 
ta  sarsaparllla  flavored  with  methyl  salicylate,  and  containing 
about  6  per  ceot.  of  alcohol. 

"2.  'No,  1  WiSH' :     An  ordinary  solution  of  hydrogen  pcroild. 


..  . of  giycei 

similar  to  gentian. 

"i.  'CiNCEB  IlEDCCEtt' :  A  Strong  alcoholic  solution  of  camphora. 
ceouB  oils  combined  with  considerable  glycerin. 

"B.  'CiBCEB  Pastb":  An  ointment  paste  made  up  of  vaselln. 
Incorporating  a  large  amount  of  Bround  flaxseed,  and  Includlos 
therewith  a  camphoraceoua  subataoce  and  alkaloldal  bearing  matter 
which  resembles  byoseyamus, 

"fl.  'CiNCiB  Sil.VE' :  A  salve  composed  of  vaselln  and  lanolin. 
Incorporating  powdered  opium  and  tnnclQ. 

"7.  'Cle*mOINE  Soap  Vowdek' :  An  antiseptic  soap  powder  con- 
taining borai  and  thymol." 
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At  the  hearing  reputnble  physicians  of  large  experience  tes- 
tified that  it  was  impossible,  by  the  mail-order  method  pursued 
in  this  case,  for  a  physician  to  make  a  reliable  diagiiosia  of 
cancer.  They  further  maiutained  that  a  ticatment  composed 
of  the  remedies  disclosed  by  the  analysis  could  not  be  relied  on 
to  effect  the  cure  of  any  case  of  cancer,  irrespective  of  tlie  kind, 
duration  or  location. 

THERE  WAS  NO  "db."  muceb 
"Further  evidence  of  the  spuriousnesa  of  this  business  is 
found  in  the  false  pretense  that  it  is  conducted  by  physicians. 
Ins)>ection  of  the  advertisements,  correspondence  and  printed 
matter  reveals  assiduous  effort  to  impress  patients  with  this 
idea.  Kot  only  the  name  used  for  the  business  does  this,  but 
in  much  of  the  advertising  matter  Charles  VV.  Mixer  is  in 
terms  referred  to  ns  'Doctor.'  As  is  admitted,  the  business  is 
owned  and  conducted  by  Charles  \V.  Mixer.     He  is  neither  a 


graduate  of  nor  licensed  to  practice  medicine.    The  idea  given 

by  the  advertising  matter  is  that  the  'doctors'  are  Charles  W, 
Mixer  and  his  father,  L.  N.  Mixer,  who,  it  is  claimed  originated 
the  treatment.  The  fother,  however,  has  been  dead  for,  many 
years,  and  Charles  VV.  Mixer  is,  as  has  been  said,  not  a  phyai- 

"Furlher  evidence  of  the  spuriousness  of  the  alleged  cure  is 
this:  Part  of  the  advertising  matter  used  to  impress  pros- 
pective patients  with  the  claimed  genuineness  of  the  treatment 
is  an  article  which  it  is  pretended  Kas  published  by  the  Amer- 
ican Journal  of  Bealtk.  This  article  appears  on  page  20  of  a 
pamphlet  entitled  'A  Truthful  Treatise  on  Cancer  and  Malig- 
nant Tumors,'  and  is  hoaded: 


r,. „-.=;]■,  Google 
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The  foUoivtiiif  U  reprinted  from 

one  at  the  le/UUng  joumaia  of  the  coiintrif 

PALLIATIVES   AND  CDRAT1VE)S    IN   THE   TREATMENT 

OP  CANCER  AND  SCROFULA 

Bi  C.  H.  BbOWn,  M.D. 


"Tbia  BO-called  article  is  too  length)'  to  be  inserted  here,  but 
its  effect  ia  that  investigation  haa  proven  that  the  Drs.  Mixer's 
treatment  is  a  reliable,  permanent  and  poaitive  cure  for  cancer. 
The  manifest  object  is  to  have  it  aeem  that  this  is  an  impartial 
arid  reliable  article  by  a  reputable  medical  journal.  The  facts 
are  that  this  thing  waa  sold  to  Mr.  Mixer,  as  he  stated  at  the 
hearing,  for  live  or  ten  dollars.  He  could  not  recall  the  exact 
amount,  and  said  that  the  arrangement  was  that  he  was  to 
pay  the  money  for  a  certain  number  of  copies  of  the  issue  con- 
taining this  writeup.  He  failed  to  state  whether  in  fact  he 
ever  received  those  copies. 


"The  evidence  offered  by  the  defendant  was  directed  to  the 
point  of  showing  that  cases  of  cancer  have  been  cured  by  these 
medicines.  To  show  this  they  produced  statements,  some  of 
which  were  sworn  and  some  not,  from  various  persons  to  the 
effect  in  general  that  those  persons  had  had  troubles  which 
they  believed  were  cancers;  that  they  had  used  the  Drs.  Mixer 
treatment,  and  that  they  became  relieved  of  their  troubles.  In 
some  instances  it  was  also  stated  that  local  physicians  had 
expressed  a  belief  that  the  trouble  might  be  cancer. 

"These  testimonials  are  substantially  the  only  evidence  sub- 
■  mitted  by  the  defendant.  However,  there  was  no  satisfactory 
evidence  adduced  that  the  persons  making  these  statements 
had  cancer,  and  consequently  the  mere  fact  that  this  advertiser 
has  been  able  to  produce  these  testiTnanials  of  apparent  cures  . 
of  cancer  is  of  little  significance  on  the  question  of  whether 
this  treatment  is  a  cure  for  cancer.  This  is  especially  so  in 
the  light  of  the  facts  proven  by  the  analysis.  The  opinion  of 
the  patient  himself  on  this  subject  is,  of  course,  of  no  conse- 
quence. It  is  a  well -recc^ni zed  fact  that  cancer  ia  one  of  the 
most  difficult  diseases  to  diagnose  with  certainty  and  that  a 
microscopic  examination  is  essential  to  the  making  of  a  posi- 
tive diagnosis.  And  there  has  been  positively  no  proof  of  this 
kind  submitted  in  this  case.  Of  course,  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Mixer  as  to  the  character  of  the  trouble  is  of  no  particular 
value,  as  it  is  admitted  that  he  is  not  a  physician,  and  even 
any  statement  on  such  a  subject^ — and  there  has  been  none  sub- 
mitted to  me — by  such  professional  assistants  as  he  might  hire 
would  be  substantially  worthless,  in  the  light  of  the  evidence 
of  the  impracticability  of  a  physician's  making  a  reliable  diag- 
nosis of  cancer  by  the  absent  mail  method  in  vogue  in  this  case. 

"In  fact,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  out  of  the  multitude  of 
eases  that  this  advertiser  treats  each  year  there  should  be  a 
certain  number  of  instances  in  which  persona  do  not  have 
cancer  at  all  but  are  afflicted  with  some  non-malignant  sores 
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[Such  as  those  eaUsed  by  syphilis  ("biood  poison"),  for 
instance. — Ed.]  which  are  amenable  to  treatment  and  which 
in  some  instances  do  yield  to  treatment.  [Especially  to  treat- 
ment with  potassium  iodid,  which  Mixer  used! — Ed.]  Tile 
recovery  of  such  cases  is  what  furnishes  this  advertiser  with 
the  pretext  of  claiming  that  he  has  actually  cured  cancer. 
Furthermore,  it  may  be  said,  speaking  generally,  that  in  all 
my  experience  in  this  oflioe,  never  has  a  medical  concern,  no 
matter  how  fraudulent  its  methods  or  worthless  its  treatment, 
been  nnablc  to  produce  as  occasion  might  seem  to  require  an 
almost  unlimited  number  of  these  testimonial  letters. 

"After  careful  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances  of  this 
case  I  am  convinced  that  the  business  of  this  person  in  tba 


I'batogTBphlc  reproduction  (reduced)  o(  tbe  letter  from  C.  W. 
Mixer  to  piospeotive  vk'tlmB.  Note  the  nlliance  between  polltits  sad 
qua<'kery !  The  tbi'ee  Index  bands  were  put  in  bulare  pbotogrupbtDS 
the  letter  to  eall  attention  to  three  points;  (1)  The  words  "Chas. 
W.  Mixer,  Mgr."  have  been  put  on  the  original  letter  by  means  of  a 
rubber  Btamp ;  (2)  tbe  same  Is  true  of  tbe  Impression  "MIXER 
MEDICINE  CO.,  .BueceBSor  to  DliS.  MIXER;"  (3)    the  fansy  oblong 


the  original 


has 


on  wblcb  his  bualncsa  oi 


B  third  iQdei  hand  . 

..._  ___„ tatlonerj  so  as  to  cover  up  the 

Mixer."    Chaa.  W.  Miier  I '  -   ■"— 

himself  suob  waa  one  of  tb 
ijefrauding  the  mortally  ill 


treating  of  patients  at  their  homes  for  cancer  under  the  repre- 
sentations made,  is  a  scheme  to  obtain  money  through  thn 
mails  by  means  of  false  and  fraudulent  pretenses,  representa- 
tions and  promises.  I  am  satisfied  that  said  business  is  not 
conducted  in  good  faith,  but  merely  as  a  scheme  to  fruudu- 
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lently  extort  money  without  intending  to  return  therefor  the 
BerviceH  promised  and  without  any  belief  that  patients  with 
cancer  can  be  cured  as  represented.  The  analysis  of  the  medi- 
cines sent  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  prove  conclusively, 
I  think,  the  spuriousncBa  of  the  practice  of  this  advertiser. 

"I  find  that  this  is  a  scheme  for  obtaining  money  through 
the  mails  by  means  of  false  and  fraudulent  pretenses,  repre- 
sentations and  promises,  and  I  therefore  recommend  that*  a 
fraud  order  be  issued  against  Dra.  Mixer." 

On  the  basis  of  the  recommendaEions  from  the  assistant 
attorney -general  as  quoted  above  the  fraud  order  was  issued. 

ISince  the  fraud  order  was  issued.  Mixer  has  continued 
to  carry  on  his  trade  by  the  simple  expedient  of  cbaDging  the 
Dame  of  his  concern  from  "Drs.  Mixer"  to  "Mixer  Medicine 
Co.,  successor  to  Dra.  Mixer."  This  change  is  effected  by 
means  of  a  rubber  stamp  on  the  old  stationery  of  the  com- 
pany. The  cancer  cure  quacks  in  various  part  of  tlie  coun- 
try who  have  had  their  business  interfered  with  by  the 
issuance  of  fraud  orders  have  apparently  brought  sufficient 
pressure  to  bear  at  Washington  to  engineer  an  attempt  at 
crippling  the  splendid  work  the  postal  authorities  have  done 
in  protecting  the  public  against  this  particularly  cruel  form 
of  swindling. 

This  is  what  Mixer  has  to  say  about  the  methods  used  by 
him  in  his  endeavor  to  have  the  fraud-order  set  aside: 

"Last  summer  [1911],  during  the  special  session  ol  Congress, 
through  the  influence  of  a  lot  of  good  Jriendt  of  mine  [Italics  ours. — 
Co  ]  the}'  succeeded  In  gettlag  the  Poatoffice  (  omniktee  In  rongress 
to  take  up  and  Investigate  mj  case  Petl  ions  iscre  sent  me  ODc  of 
tbi'm  was  presented  br  Fi  Speaker  loseph  (auDon  and  the  om 
mlttee  whL  b  consisted  ot  sei>>n  Long  e^mea  In  the  House  ordered 
the  case  hpfore  them  from  the  rostofflu-  Department  and  the  result 
WBB  that  after  they  hMiUed  It  over  somewbat  they  ordered  the 
ABHiBtant  At  ornej  Genera  R  P  Goodwin  with  his  bunch  t 
appear  before  them 

Farther  on  in  the  name  lett  r  from  which  the  aboie  la 
quoted    Mixer  says 

Wasblogton    with  my   attorney    the   last   of 
ca»  fniitjul  of  good    eeulta       [Italtca  again 

As  Mixer  saje  a  comtn  ttee  ens  appo  ntel  from  the  Hou'je 
of  Representatives  to  investigate  the  Post  Office  Department 
C  W  M  ver  under  tie  date  of  June  10  191"  lent  out  the  fol 
lowing  letter  to  his  pro<ipective  Chicago  victims 

Dear  Sir  —Some  months  ago  1  rec  Ivpd  a  cun  munlcatl  n  from 
you  miking  inquiry  wl(h  ret  ten  e  to  tr  atnient  1  n  te  ou 
promptly  but  have  not  received  any  reply  [mm  vou  regarding  □ 
dltions    etc 

I  anticipate  being  In  Chicago  for  tl  e  convention  n  it  week  ea  I 
have  been  appointed  assistant  serg^nnt  at  a  ms  and  If  von  care  to 
have  a  pereonal  Interview  o  anyone  else  yo  caul]  address  me  a 
letter  In  care  ot  K  Hoyt  Stone  Boyce  Building  Chicago  I  ilnols 
or  yoa  may  write  me  bv  retarn  mall  addressing  me  here  at  Hastings  . 

Michigan.  Yoara  very  truly,  C.  W.  MiKSQ.  .i.)(.)o|c 
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Here  we  have  a  pretty  example  of  the  community  of  interest 
between  politics  and  quackery.  The  exploiter  of  a  fraudulent 
"caQcer  cure,"  is  appointed  assistant  sergeant -at-arms  to 
the  Republican  National  Convention  and  desires  to  mix  in 
a  little  business— rotten  as  it  is — with  his  trip  to  Chicago. 
^delightful  state  of  affairs  indeed!  Wlien  we  feel  like  blam- 
ing the  oflietals  whose  duty  it  is  to  enforce  the  law  against 
medical  and  other  fakers,  let  us  not  forget  what  Collier's  said 
in  a  case  similar  to  the  nne  we  have  just  recounted:  "If  you 
were  an  obscure  subordinate  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
or  the  Department  of  Justice,  if  you  had  no  motive  to  proceed 
against  a  swindling  patent  medicine  or  an  adulterated  food 
except  your  own  conncience,  if  your  first  move  met  with  per- 
sonal protests  from  the  congressmen  who  controlled  your 
Halary,  your  promotion  iind  your  official  existence,  how  soon 
would  YOU  grow  tired!"] 

SADIO-STILPHO    CAHCEB  CUBE 

Of  "cancer  cures"  there  seems  no  end.  One  of  the.  latest 
humbugs  in  this  line  is  known  as  "Radio-Sulplio"  and  is  Bold 
by  the  "Radio-Sulpho  Company,"  of  Denver.  The  company 
is  incorporated  for  $1,01)0,000  and  has  for  its  "consulting 
physician,"  E.  H.  Griffith,  M.D.,  and  for  its  president,  one 
Philip  Schuch,  Jr.,  who  modestly  describes  himself  aa  a 
"chemist  and  cancer  specialist." 

Mr.  Schuch,  Jr.,  says  that  he  has  discovered  that  the  vac- 
cine used  in  vaccination  is  the  cause  of  cancer  and,  further, 
that  he  is  "able  to  culture  the  cancer  germs  direct  from  the 
vaccine."  Schuch,  Jr.,  "cures"  cancer  by  means  of  a  combina- 
tion of  "Radio- Sulpho,"  "Radio-Sulpho  Brew" .  and  Limburger 
cheese.  This  is  not  a  joke  but  a  "method"  recommended  by 
the  Radio-Sulpho  Company. 

The  patient  is  instructed  to  wash  the  cancer  with  dilute 
Radio-Sulpho  solution  and  then  apply  the  "cheese  poultice." 
The  poultice  is  to  be  made  by  taking  one  pound  of  "real 
imported"  Limburger  cheese  and  kneading  it  thoroughly  ivith 
Bve  ounces  of  pure  glycerin.  The  poultice  and  washing  are 
to  he  renewed  every  twelve  hours.    Says  Mr.  Schuch,  Jr.: 

"A  person  that  has  a  weak  constitution  .  .  .  shoold  never  use 
the  LImberger  [gfc]  cbeese  lor  a  poultice,  as  It  la  too  powerful  a 
magnel,  A  person  must  be  cobuat  and  healthj,  aatde  from  the 
cancel',  to  stand  the  powerful  drawing  of  Llmberger  [tic}  cheese, 
prepared  aa  described." 

This  statement  is  certainly  the  most — and  possibly  the 
only — conservative  one  in  the  booklet  which  is  sent  out  by 
the  concern.  The  mere  thought  of  plastering  a  sick  person 
with   such   an   indesoribably   nauseating   mesa    as   Limburger 
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cheese  and  glycerin  is  enough  to  sicken  one  Nor  %%  tins  all' 
The  nostrum  itaelf  has  as  vile  an  odor  a^  the  clieese  In  fart 
it  feeka  with  sulphuretted  Iiydro|;en  (the  gaa  which  imparts 
the  distinctive  odor  to  rotten  eggs)  and  the  state  cheraiat 
of  Colorado  han  aptly  (Characterized  the  nostrum  ae  "a  bad 
smell  capitalized  for  SlflOO.nno." 

The  Radio-Sulpho  Brew  is  to  be  taken  internally  at  the  same 
time  that  Radio-Sulpho  is  used  as  a  '  u  ash  '    Both  these  pro 


Radio-Sulpho 


THE  RADIO-SULPHO  CO. 

DENVER.  COUORAPO 


TOe  Raaio-Sulpbo  Tnncor  Cure;  "a  bad  sinell  capUallzefl  lor  n 
"iroion  dollars."  Tills  nOBtrum  wlicn  u-id  in  todJunciLnn  wllli  i 
PlS'tet  made  of  Limbucger  tbeese  was  supposed  to     cure  canor 

Jucta  were  analyzed  by  the  Colorado  Stite  Board  of  Health, 
Md  the  state  ehemiat,  Br.  E.  C.  Hill    reports  is  follows 


'a«dLo-Sulpho  Itself  c 
fwium  aulplild,  with  a  lli 
nj'dtogen  sulplild  (niadc  [ 


rtronB'r   alkaline  solution    of 


The  cost  of  this-  evil-smelUng  treatment  ia  $2,').0O  a  month 
"and  upward."  Victims  are  told  that  "cancer  of  the  woinb 
and  breaat  are  the  simplest,  easiest  and  quickest  cures  made." 
Sohuch,  Jr.,  who  apparently  has  no  medical  education  and  no 
legal  right  to  practice  medicine,  states  in  lii-i  booklet:  "I  treat 
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persoDall:^  the  white  raee  only."     Hie  charges  are:    "$100.00 
per  day  or  part  of  a  day  and  all  railroad  expenseB  jjoinjt  to 

points  east  of  the  MiBsiasippi,  or  west  of  Salt  Lake,  Utah ** 

An  absurd  falaeliood,  even  tor  a  nostrum  concern  whoso 
stock-in-trade  is  deceit,  is  found  in  the  traoklet;. 

"When  yon  buj  our  remedies  at  thf  pricea  we  bprsln  quote  ymi. 
you  art'  not  paying  [be  F-iri.L  cost  of  tbe  irmniifai'turtnTr  nnil  Ihr 
marketlDB  o(  (he  iTmriJl™. 
as  a  pbllanthroplsl.  bear  tb> 

The  thought  of  a  million  dollar  quack  organization  selling 
its  products  ai  a  loss  would  be  amiising,  if  the  biiaiuess  it  is 
in  were  not  such  a  cruel  and  heartless  one.  Of  course  those 
who  are  desperately  or  incurably  ill  with  cancer  will  grasp 
at  any  straw,  liowever  worthless  or  dangerous.  But  that  the 
physical  suffering  and  mental  anguish  of  these  unfortunates 
should  be  increased  by  the  barbarous  malpractice  of  "cancer 
cure"  fakers  and  by  the  blasting  of  hopes  falsely  raised,  is 
an  outrage  that  civilized  communities  should  not  tolerate. 
{.From  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  Dec.  3,  1910.) 


THB  TOXO-ABSORBENT  CANCEK  CURE 
The  To^O'Absorbent  Company,  a  "cancer  cure"  concern 
that  has  been  declared  fraudulent  by  the  Fostoffice  authori- 
ties, was  operated  by  one  F.  W.  Warner,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
According  to  the  government  report,  Warner  is  neither  a 
physician  nor  a  graduate  chemist,  but  claimed  to  have  "dis- 
covered" what  he  called  "toio- absorbent  packs"  which  were 
advertised  as  a  cure  for  such  diseases  as  diphtheria,  consump- 
tion, peritonitis,  Bright's  disease,  cancer,  syphilis,  and  various 
other  conditions. 

HOW  THE  "cuke"  was  worked 


"Dr.  L.  F.  Kebler,  chief  of  division  of  drugs.  Bureau  of 
Chemistry;  Dr.  Charles  H.  Kimberiy,  assistant  chemist,  and 
Dr.  F.  P.  Morgan,  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture, '  by 
request  were  present  at  the  hearing.  Dr.  Morgan  testified 
that  under  the  name  E.  G.  Ilcnaon  he  had  opened  correspon- 
dence by  mail  with  the  Toxo- Absorbent  Company  in  regard 
to  its  advertised -cure  for  cancer;  he  submitted  copies  of  his 
letters  to  the  advertiser  and  the  originals  of  various  letters 
and  printed  matter  received  from  the  advertiser.  This  cor- 
respondence discloses  that  Dr.  Morgan  represented  to  the 
advertiser  under  the  name  of  E.  G.  Henson,  that  his  wife  had 
a  cancer  of  the  breast;  that  she  had  a  sore  and  lump  on  her 
breast  near  the  nipple  about  two  inches  across,  and  she  had 
kernels  under  her  arm.  The  correspondence  shows  that  under 
the  various  representations  made,  that  the  advertisers's  treat- 
ment was  a  cure  for  cancer,  a  few  of  which  representations 
will  later  be  set  out  in  full,  the  advertiser  asked  a  retnittance 
of  flO  for  the  necessary  treatment  to  cure  the  case. 
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"Dt.  Morgan  teHtiSed  that  he  remitted  by  mail  this  (10  to 
tlie  Toxo- Absorbent  Company,  and  received  in  return  a  pack- 
age of  material  which  be  submitted.  These  materials  con- 
usted  of  a  number  of  cloth  bags  holding  pulverized  earthen 
.  material,  referred  to  aa  Toko- Absorbent  packs;  also  some 
tablets  to  be  taken  internally  and  labeled  "Cancer  and  Tumor 
Tablets,"  and  a  package  of  salve  labeled  "Cancer  Ointment," 
the  latter  to  be  applied  locally.  The  directions  for  the  treat- 
ment in  efTect  were  that  the  bags  should  be  warmed  and 
Applied  each  night  externally  to  the  sore  after  it  had  been 
veil  cleansed  with  peroxid  of  hydrogen  and  packed  with 
absorbent  cotton.  The  cancer  and  tumor  tablets  were  to  b«, 
taken  one  every  two  hours  during  the  day,  making  eight 
each  day.  The  cancer  ointment  was'  to  be  applied  freely  on  a 
soft  clotli  to  the  ulcer  during  the  day,  when  the  "absorbents" 
were  not  on. 


fToxo-Absorbeat— Canwr    Cure 
Ifo.  8. 

'  Price  95.00.   Sly  fin-  »3S.oe;^ 

This  is  the  most  snccessfnl  cnre  for 
Cancers  ever' discoverea.  It  has  the, 
chemical  afSoity  for  the  ^isons  aiu 
microbes  which  cause  the  disease.  It 
dislodges  them  add  draws  them  oat 
through  the  pores.  Absorbs  ^e  growth 
aod  builds  up  the  wasted  ti^nes. 

It  cures  Tumors  by  the  same  process. 
Cancers  and  TumOTs,  whether,  external 
or   internal,   are  cured   by   Toxo-Ab* 


ReprodactioD  of  one  of  tbe  Item*  from  tbe  descriptive  prlce- 
lllt  of  the  Toio- Absorbent  Company,  Toia- Absorbent  No.  8.  accord- 
Ing  to  tbe  gOTernmecl:  anstysls.  was  composed  of  97.26  parts  sand 
snd  clayand  2. 75  psrta  of  cbarcoal.  Bacb  "pack"  ot  this  Inexpensive 
mlilDre  sola  fOc  tO. 

"Dr.    Kiraberly    testified    that   chemical    analj-sis    of    these 

preparations  showed  them  to  be  composed  as  follows; 

"1.  Absorbent  Packi  No.  1:  A  mixture  composed  ot  sand  and  clar 
SB  per  cent.,  animal  cbarcoal  2  per  cent. 

■'S.  Absorbent  Packi  No.  S:  A  mlitnre.ot  sand  and  cla;  ST.2G  pet 
cent.,  animal  cbarcoal  2.76  per  cent. 

"3.  Cnncer  and  Tvmor  Tablet*:  Tablets  composed  ot  88.6  per 
cent,  ■ngar  of  milk,  and  1.4  per  cent,  moiatnre.  with  a  trace  of 
animal  charcoal  and  an  agent  for  boldlng  tbe  sugar  at  milk  In 
tablet  form. 

"4.  Caneer  Olnlment:  A  salve  conatillne  of  vaseline  mixed  with 
oil  ot  tar  and  a  trace  of  vegetable  iBBtter,  apparently  powdered 
witch  bawl  leaves." 
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"Tbe  great  drDgles*  trestmeot." 

"Tbe  most  Impottaat  medical  dlscM^verj  Id  the  world's  history." 

"Tbe  odI;  treatment  wb!cb  cures  disease  by  removlDK  the  cause." 

"The  Toio-Abaocbcnt  Cure  can  be  relied  on  to  care  .  .  .  cbn- 
sucDptlDD     .     .     .      B right's  disease     .     .     .     cancer     ■     ■     ■" 

"Diseases  hlthGFto  conilderea  Incurable,  such  as  certain  forms 
of  cancer.  consumDtlon,  appendicitis,  petltonltis,  diphtheria  .  .  . 
are  readlty  cured." 

"Tbe  tact  la,  diphtheria  Is  one  of  the  very  ilropleet  and  eaaiest 
of  all  diseases  to  subdue  .  .  .  AbsorbenlB  hare  'neyer  failed 
of  a  orompt  and  complete  cure." 

"We  bave  found  mnny'cflieB  [of  cancer)  where  the  removal 
of  the  breast  bad  been  followed  by  the  recurrence  of  the  cancer 
.  .  .  Sucb  CBRes  are  constdered  as  absolutely  fatal  and  yet 
the  absorbents  have  succeeded  In  making  a  cure  in  every  case," 

At  the  hearing  it  wfls  Biiowii  that  it  was  not  possible  to 
make  a  reliable  diagnosis  of  cancer  by  having  patients  fill  out 
a  blank  form  and  forward  it  througli  the  mail.  It  was  further 
shown  that  the  treatment  as  exposed  by  the  analysis  would 
not  cure  "any  case  of  cancer  irreHpective  of  its  variety,  dura- 
tion and  location  in  the  body."  Warner,  tha  manager  of  the 
concern,  entered  a  general  denial  of  fraudulent  intent  but 
submitted  no  evidence  of  the  value  of  the  treatment  excepting 
a  number  of  "testimonials."    To  quote: 

"He  submitted  praeti^'nlly  no  evidence  of  the  value  of  the 
trentnient  excepting  a  number  of  so-called  testimonial  lettera. 
Tiie  effect  of  these  was  that  the  writers  had  had  troubles 
which  they  believed  to  be  cancer,  had  used  this  Toxo-Abaorb- 
ent  Cure,  and  bad  been  cured. 


"The  mere  fact  that  this  advertiser  has  been  able  to  present 
as  he  had  done  here,  a  number  of  so-called  testimonial  letters 
of  apparent  cures  of  cancer,  is,  in  the  light  of  alt  the  evidence 
and  especially  in  view  of  the  facts  proved  by  the  analysis,  of 
no  eignificance.  because  of  the  absence  of  any  satisfactory 
evidence  tliat  these  people  were  actually  afSicted  with  cancer. 
The  opinion  of  the  patient  himself  that  his  trouble  ia  cancer 
is,  of  course,  of  no  value.  It  is  a  well  recognized  fact  that 
cancer  ia  one  of  the  most  difGcult  of  all  diseases  to  diagnose 
with  certainty  and  that  a  microscopic  examination  is  essen- 
tial to  the  making  of  a  positive  diagnosis.  There  has  been 
absolutely  no  proof  of  this  kind  submitted  in  this  case. 

"Of  course  any  statement  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Warner  him- 
self as  to  the  character  of  the  trouble  of  these  patients  is  of 
practically  no  value,  because  he  admits  that  he  is  not  a  physi- 
cian. And  even  if  he  were  a  physician,  the  evidence  shows 
that  it  is  impracticable  to  make  a  reliable  diagnosis  of  cancer 
by  the  absent  moil  method  in  efTect  in  the  conduct  of  tliia 
business.  It  is  to  be  expected  that  out  of  the  number  oF 
instances  in  which  this  advertiser  sells  this  treatment  he  has 
been  able  to  collect  a  certain  number  of  cases  in  which  the 
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p&tienta  were  not  afflicted  witb  cancer  at  all,  but  bad  eome 
other  trouble  of  whicli  in  time  they  became  relieved  and  then 

attributed  their  relief  to  tliiB  treatment. 

"Spea)ci(ig  generally,  it  may  be  said  that  in  all  my  experi- 
ence in  this  office  never  has  a  medical  concern,  no  matter  how 
fraudulent  its  methods  or  worthless  its  treatment,  been 
unable  to  produce  an  almost  unlimited  number  of  these  eo- 
called  testimonial  letters." 

'  "Toxo^SbsorbbntI 

THE  GRUT  HUGLCSS  TREATMENT 
The  mott  important  madloal  dlseovaiy  (n  Iha  ) 

worjd'a  history.  \ 

Diseases  can  ba  cured  mora  promptly  and  ivtth  ( 

greater  certainly  without  tailing   madicina  In  any  J 


By  the  now  traatm 

int  llngarlng  tlchnaaa  and 

premature   daatb   can 

bh  avoided  and  mankind 

can  live  to  a  good  old 

aga. 

;^1^ 

-TCrTOXO-ABSORBENT 

^^ 

Ufi  hr  IrtilmtKl  w^*^"liwt" 

rimn.  ■rite  ui  il  on™.    5w  Jir 

Aithtia 

TyphoU  Fever 

Bnmdiitb 

Gaatntia 

Dlpbtliaii 

UIceeai&aio(  Stomach 

SwiUGImdi 

Quonk  Oianhoea 

HayFcvti 

Cnanli  of  Stomach 

CumholTlxtU 

Ncoia%la  of  Stomacti 

KkltieyDiaeaaea 

Bfliht'i  Diaeaae             / 

Abaceaaea                     J 

Fh^ 

FtveeSorea                 f 

Vattaw  Ulccn 

tUma 

BloodPolaon 

Coasatlon  of  Uvtr 

BUotaioi 

Cancela 

Iiutb 

Fibroid  Tumoia          I 

Gil^un 

SciofJa                       ^ 

fssr 

§5te      / 

J»yP"'«5^-~-v-^ 

.jjp*, — > 

A  11 

It  ot  the  diaeaaea  which 

Toio-Alraocbent  could  be  relied   ( !) 

oD   to   tore!     From   a   page 

reduced   more   than   one-half)    of  a 

cookie 

pat  oat  by  the  Toio-Abaorbeot  Coiopaay. 

The  assistant  attorney -general  in  summing  up  said; 

"I  am  convinced  from  the  evidence  that  the  business  of  this 
person  in  the  treatment  of  patients  at  their  homes  for  cancer 
under  the  representations  made,  is  a  scheme  to  obtain  money 
through  the  mails  by  means  of  false  and  fraudulent  pretenses, 
representations  and  promises.  I  am  satished  that  this  busi- 
ness is  not  conducted  in  good  faith,  but  merely  as  a  scheme  to 
fraudulently  extort  money  without  intending  to  return  there- 


,l)Oglf 


fore  the  oervices  promised  and  without  any  belief  that, 
patienti  with  cancer  can  be  cured  as  represented.  The 
Bnaljsin  of  the  preparations  proves  conclusively,  I  think,  the 
apuriousness  of  the  practice  of  this  advertiser. 

"I  find  that  this  la  a  acheme  for  obtaining  money  througli 
the  mails  by  means  of  false  and  fraudulent  pretenses,  repre- 
sentations and  promiseB,  and  I  therefore  recommeiid  that  a 
fraud  order  be  issued  against  tliis  concern." 

The  fraud   order   was   issued. 

[Tiole  to  aecond  edition;  F.  W.  Warner  of  Roche^er,  N.  Y., 
who  exploited  this  heartless  fraud,  Toxo- Absorbent,  and 
against  whose  concern  the  post-office  issued  a  fraud  order,  has 
apparently  been  making  strenuous  efforts  to  resuma  his  cancer 
cure  business  free  from  interference  by  the  authorities.  He 
seems  to  have  enlisted  the  help  of  bis  eongresscnan,  J.  B.  Per- 
kins, the  gentleman  who,  it  is  alleged,  went  to  such  trouble 
to  protect  the  Uuffy  Malt  Whiskey  concern  when  the  federal 
food  and  drugs  officials  seized  a  consignment  of  that  fraudu- 
lent nostrum.  Tlie  Toxo- Absorbent  Company  is  another  of 
the  cancer  cure  concerns  that  has  brought  sufficient  political 
influence  to  bear  at  Washington  to  institute  an  "investigation" 
of  the  postofSce  department  which  issued  fraud  orders  against 
them.  The  chief  argument  advanced  in  Warner's  favor  before 
the  investigating  committee  seemed  to  be  that  he  was  the 
teacher  of  a  bible  class  and  a  church  trustee  and,  further,  that 
he  was  able  to  get  a  testimonial  from  a  physician  who  was 
also  in  the  cancer  cure  business.  It  was  brought  out  at  the 
hearing  that  the  "Cancer  and  Tumor  Tablets"  used  as  a  part  of 
the  Toxo -Absorbent  "treatment"  were  made  by  Parke,  Davis  &, 
Company.] 

"RUPERT  WELLS" 
Rupert  Wells,  M.D.,  the  "c&ncer  cure"  faker  of  St.  Louis, 
has  been  denied  the  use  of  the  United  States  mails  by  the 
Postoffice'  Department  which  has  issued  a  fraud  order  against 
this  notorious  quack.  Samuel  Hopkins  Adams,  in  his  "Great 
American  Fraud"  series,  paid  his  respects  to  Wells — whoso 
real  name,  according  to  the  Postoffice  ofGcials,  is  Dennis  Dupuis 
—and  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  Wells  was  one  of  the 
first  to  recognize  the  commercial  possibilities  of  the  public's 
interest  in  radium  as  an  asset  to  quackery. 

ADTEBTISIRG   UTTHB 

To  furnish  good  advertising  "copy,"  Wells  is  said  to  have 
invented  a  mythical  "Postgraduate  College  of  Electrothera- 
peutics of  St.  Louis,"  and  forthwith  appointed  himself  to  'an 
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equally  mythical  chair  of  Radiotherapy.  His  hypothetical  pfo- 

feasorahip  in  a  non-existent  college  was,  like  bia  fictitioiu 
name,  af  use  ooly  for  buaiaeas  purpoaeB.    Says  Mr.  Adams: 

"Rupert  Wells,  MJ).,  is  very  religious — in  his  ailvertiae- 
ments.  He  loves  the  church  papers.  The  weeklies  vith  amug 
and  pious  editorials,  and  no  conacience  whatever  in  the  matter 
of  paid,  advertising,  are  his  green  pastures.  He  ia  a  home-aud- 
lin^e  cuddler,  k  ftupert.  He  ia  also  a  ground -and -lofty 
'  liar  of  the  most  complete  and  aoul-aatisfying  deacription.  You 
can  read  whole  pagea  of  hia  literature'  and  not  come  on  one 
aingle  statement  tainted  with  truth.  To  illustrate,  by  a  brief 
capitulation  of  the  main  points  of  one  of  hia  'come-on'  let- 
tera:  By  virtue  of  his  profound  studies  in  radium-admin is- 
tration  (lie  No.  1)  at  the  college  wherein  he  is  profeasoc 
(compound  He,  No.  2)  he  can  cure  consumption  (lie  No.  3) 
and  cancer  (No.  4)  hy  a  method  which  he  wiahea  to  tell  you 
about  free  (No.  6),  coneistiug  of  the  internal  and  external  ap- 
plication of  Radol,  which  is  radium  in  fluid  form  {No.  6), 
which  he  himself  has  discovered  (No.  7),  and  by  which  be  hai 
effected  many  cures  (No.  8),  as  follows  (Noa.  9,  10,  II,  etc., 
to  the  extent  of  the  teatimonjals) . 

"Recently  a  Philadelphia  woman  .  .  .  consulted  Rupert 
Wells,  M.D.,  hy  mail.  He  sent  her  a.  form  letter,  ingeniously 
devised  so  that  besides  date,  name  and  address  only  one  word 
need  be  written  in.  This  word  gives  the  location  of  the  al- 
leged cancer,  and  the  sentence  is:     Tour  letter  convinces  me 

that  you  have  cancer  of  the .'    In  this  instance  the  word 

'temple'  waa  obviously  typed  in.  Of  course,  the  symptoms, 
whatever  they  may  be,  will  always  'convince'  Rupert,  M.D., 
that  hia  correspondent  has  cancer  (unless  the  reply  is  to  a  con- 
sumption advertisement),  to  he  cured  only  by  Radol.  Of 
late  the  Professor  of  Radio-Tberapy  has  grown  quite  pain- 
fully cautious.  Attempts  to  purchase  Radol  of  him  direct 
have  proved  unavailing;  he  will  send  it  by  mail  alone,  and 
then  only  after  receiving  a  diagnosis  blank.  However,  the 
Lederle  Laboratories  succeeded  by  a  roundabout  process  in 
obtaining  the  precious  fluid  for  analysis,  which  showed  that 
Radol  contains  exactly  as  much  radium  as  dishwater  <ioes, 
and  is  about  as  efficacious  for  cancer  or  consumption." 

THE  OOVEBNMENT'S    ACCUSATION 

The  scheme  which  the  Government  charged  Dupuis  oIhi* 
Wella  with  operating  waa  in  brief: 

"That  advertising  himself  under  tha  false,  fictitious  and  as- 
sumed name  of  Dr.  D.  Rupert  Wells,  and  representing  him- 
self to  be  a  phyaician,  he  is  fraudulently  assuming  and  pre- 
tending to  be  treatiug  the  disease  cancer  by  what  he  terma 
the  "Radol  treatment';  that  he  represents  that  by  this  treat- 
ment he  can  and  will  cure  the  disease  cancer  in  all  forma 
and  stages,  irrespective  of  the  location  of  the  cancer,  in  all 
patients  .and  persons  desiring  and  applying  to  him  for  said 
treatment;  that  said  treatment  as  advertised  by  him  is  to 
enre  persons  at  their  homes,  no  matter  at  what  distance 
from  him,  by  his  sending  to  the  patient  a  prepared  fluid  to 
which  he  pretends  to  have  imparted  the  radioactive  properties 
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at  Badiura,  such  fluid  to  be  used  b;  the  patient  at  his  home, 
both  bj  taking  it  internally  and  bj  applying  it  eztenutlly. 
as  might  be  directed;  that,  in  fact,  said  treatment  will  not 
cure  cancer  in  all  forms  and  stages  and  irrespective  of  the 
location  of  the  cancer,  and  that  he  knows  it  will  not  do  so, 
and  that  said  scheme  is  fraudulent  and  ineffective  and  worth- 
less for  the  cure  of  said  disease,  and  is  a  deceit  and  a  fraud. 


lirniiia    Dii|niis,   aliat    Rupert   WpIIs,    M.D.      (Prom  the  "Omt 

Amc'lraa  Fravl."} 

and  ia  bo  known  (o  and  understood  by  him  to  be  a  deceit  and  a 
fraud ;  that  the  price  charged  for  snid  treatment  is  $16.00  a 
month,  payable  in  advance,  but  varying  according  to  circum' 
stances ;  that  he  is  using  the  mails  as  his  medium  for  com' 
municating  these  pretenses  to  the  class  of  persons  whom  he 
proposes  to  defraud,  and  for  receiving  from  them  money  lor 
this  treatment." 
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sow   WELLS   CATJGHT   HIS   TICTtMS 

Of  the  "cure"  itaelf  and  its  methods  of  exploitation,  th« 
officittl  report  from  tlie  Postoffice  Department  a»ys: 

"Dupuis  causes  to  be  published  extensive!}'  throughout  the 
country  ftdvertisenients  over  the  name  of  Dr.  Bupert  Wells, 
^ving  Ms  address  as  f^aint  Louia,  Missouri,  inviting  those 
persons  who  may  lielieve  tliey  are  afflicted  with  cancer  to  write 
to  him  for  free  information  abuiit  his  treatment  for  the  cure 
of  that  disease,  and  in  those  advertisements  makes  such  state- 
leents  as  these: 

"  'I  (an  cure  t 

1  bSTe  dlHcoyere_  _ 

fissdly    cancer.      I    have   made   some   c „    _, 

ninrvcloQs   radiotized  fluid  did  :t,^     No  matter  what  your  condition 

"To  the  person  writing  to  Dr.  Rupert  Wells  in  answer  to 
these  advertisements,  Dupuis  causes  to  be  mailed  printed  let- 
ters and  circulars  over  tlie  name  of  Dr.  D.  Rupert  Wells,  de- 
Bcribing  his  treatment  and  soliciting  its  purehaae  at  the  price 
of  $16,00  a  month.  If  \he  inquirer  does  not  purchase  the 
treatment  promptly,  quantities  of  other  letters  and  circulars 
are  nailed  to  him  importuning  the  purchase  of  the  treatment 
and  by  steps  reducing  the  price,  f>rst  to  $10,00,  next  to  $5,00, 
and  then  to  $2,50,  These  solicitations  for  the  purchase  of  the 
treatment  are  made  absolutely  without  inquiry  by  the  adver- 
tiser as  to  the  condition  of  the  correspondent,  or  whether  he  is 
actually  afBicted  with  cancer,  or  in  what  form  or  location  the 
disease  may  be  present,  but  the  correspondent  is  solicited  to 
buy  and  take  the  treatment  simply  ou  his  own  assumption  that 
he  may  be  suffering  from  the  disease," 

A  number  of  the  absurd  and  far-fetched  cluims  made  by 
Wells  for  his  nostrum  at-e  then  detailed  in  the  official  report, 
which  gocH  on  to  say: 

"Nowhere  in  any  of  thia  advertising  literature  is  there  any 
qualification  made  as  to  the  variety,  form  or  location  of  can- 
cer that  will  not  respond  to  this  method  of  treatment,  Tlie 
assurance  is  held  fortli  to  any  sufferer  tnat  he  can  look  for  a 
cure  frojn  this  treatment  irrespective  of  the  variety  of  cancer 
with  which  he  may  be  afflicted  and  the  extent  to  which  it 
may  have  developed  or  its  location  in  the  body.  The  litera- 
fure  is  without  reservation  in  tiiis  respect. 

"If  in  response  to  any  of  these  solicitations  and  assurances 
of  a.  cure  treatment  is  purchased  at  any  of  the  prices  at 
which  it  is  offered  for  sale,  the  patient  receives  by  express, 
charged  C.  O.  D,,  a  package  in  which  are  found  two  bottles, 
each  containing  about  one-half  gallon  of  liquid.  One  bottle 
is  labeled  Tor  External  Use,'  directions  for  which  are  that 
same  shall  be  applied  externally  to  the  affected  spot.  The 
other  bottle  is  labeled  'For  Internal  Use,'  and  is  directed  to 
be  taken  one  tablespoonful  in  a  wine  glass  of  water  before  each 
meal  and  at  bed  time.    The  labels  contain  the  statement: 

"Thla  bottle  coDtaLns  Itadol,  a  radium  Impregnatecl  fluid  pre- 
pared accurding  lo  the  formula  and  under  the  suiKrvlslon  of  Dr. 
Itupert  Wells,  St,  Louis.  Mo.  Tills  fluid  Is  not  eip»cted  to  retain 
Ita  radioactivity  bei'oad  forty  days  from  date  of  this  label." 
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"This  treatment  U  supposed  to  Itut  for  one  month,  and 
each  month  of  subsequent  treatment  is  to  be  paid  for  at  the 
same  rat«." 

rOBSIBILITIXS   IN   BTDB&KT  WATEB 

In  discusaing  the  valuelessness  of  "Sadol"  Mr.  Adams  tells 
us  that  the  analysis  made  for  him  of  this  "radium  impreg- 
nated flnid"  disclosed  the  fact  tliot  it  contained  "exactly  i,i 

THIS     BOTTLK     CONTAINS 

1^1 
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i  qalnla  golutloa  sold  bb  "Bsdol." 

much  radium  as  dishwater  does."  The  investigations  of  the 
Poatofflce  authorities  confirm  the  earlier  analysis.  Bays  the 
official  report; 

"The  Department  of  Agriculture  purchased  from  the  adreT'. 
tiser  samples  of  'Badot'  and  made  analyses  of  same.  The  in- 
vestigations disclosed  that  the  fluid  for  internal  use  consisted 


CANCEU     VUHB8  73 

euentially  of  a  weak,  addulated  (olution  of  quinin  aulphaU 
in  «a.teT  and  alcohol  in  the  proportion  of  about  1%  grains 
quinin  to  the  oimcs  of  tbe  fluid  solution  and  about  7  p«r  cent, 
alcohol.  The  fluid  for  external  use  waa  found  to  be  a  vateiy 
solution  cantaining  about  10  per  cent,  of  gljcerin  and  a  small 
quantit7  of  inorganic  salts.  Both  solutions  were  tested  for 
radioactivity.  No  such  activity  was  detected  in  an  amonot 
appreciably  greater  than  is  to  be  commonly  found  in  ordinary 
hydrant  water." 

P8XCH1C  VALUB  or  ACIDULATED  quiHIR 

Should  one  wonder.  Why  use  quinin  sulphate  in  acid  solu- 
tion as  a  fake  "cancer  cure"!  the  explanatioD  is  forthcomiDg 
from  the  following,  also  taken  from  tbe  government  report: 

"In  this  connection  it  also  should  be  noted  that  the  adver- 


^ 


I'hotograplilc   rpprodiiclEon   of   tn 
adol  —  iritb  0  typical  Itnpprt  Wells  ad 
"  Cammillee  on  /nfcrafafc  unit  Forri 


^ng  literature  calls  particular  attention  to  a  'bluish  fluores- 
cent glow  imparted  to  it  (Radol)  by  the  Radium,'  aa  evi- 
dencing the  presence  of  radio-activity.  It  is  well-known  that 
an  acid  solution  of  quinin  sulphate  exhibta  such  fluorescence, 
1^  analyses  show  this  fluid  to  be  such  a  solution." 


k  DIUBEBATK  A 


The  Aaaiatant  Attorney  •General  in  passing  on  the  case  and 
deciding  whether  Dennis  Dupiiis  alio*  Rupert  Wells,  M.D.,  was 
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engaged  In  honestly  practicing  hia  profession,  or  whether  lie 
was  practicing  a  scheme  to  defraud,  reported  aa  follows; 

"A  careful  consideration  of  the  circiimstancea  of  this  case 
have  convinced  me,  nnd  I  believe  they  will  you,  that  the  oper- 
ations of  this  person  are  not  puriQed  with  good  faith,  but 
that  he  has  been  and  is  practicing  a.  deliberate  and  inten- 
tional fraud.  .  .  .  The  fact  which  is  clearly  establislied 
by  the  evidence  that  Radol  contains  no  appreciable  amount 
of  radioactive  property,  clearly  negatives,  I  think,  any  idea 
that  this  person  honestly  believes  his  claim  to  cure  by  this 
treatment,  cancer,  without  reservation  as  to  its  form,  stage  or 
location,  and  proves  conclusively  that  he  is  not  engaged  in  the 
business  of  treating  and  curing,  or  endeavoring  to  cure,  appli- 
cants, but  is  simply  practicing  a  scheme  and  artifice  to  de- 
fraud. Hia  claim  to  cure  cancer  in  all  forms  and  stages  and 
'  in  any  location  I  find  is  false  and  known  by  him  to  be 
false.    .    .    ," 


"...  The  size  of  this  business  is  indicated  by  the 
report  of  the  postmaster  that  the  first-elaas  mail  the  week 
of  his  report  averaged  about  70  pieces  a  day;  also  by  the 
statement  made  at  the  hearing  for  respondent  that  he  sent  out 
on  an  average  about  25  treatments  a  day,  some  of  which  he 
stated  were  free.  According  to  this  statement,  and  counting 
only  week  days,  about  7,800  treatments  were  sent  out  in 
1908.  That  year  the  respondent  stated  that  he  eent  out  over 
1,000  free  treatments.  He  was  then  paid  tor  between  6,500 
and  7,000  treatments.  Tlie  price  varied  from  $2.50  to  $15.00 
—hut  if  the  average  were  $10.00,  he  was  paid  in  1908  about 
$70,000.00. 

"I  find  that  the  operations  of  this  person,  under  the  name 
of  Dr.  D.  Rupert  Wells,  is  a  scheme  for  obtaining  money 
through  the  mails  by  means  of  false  and  fraudulent  pretenses, 
representations  and  promises,  and  I  recommend  that  a  fraud 
order  be  issued  against  the  address.  Dr.  D.  Rupert  Wells  and 
Dr.  Rupert  Wells,  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri." 

Thus  one  more  of  the  Great  American  Frauds  has  re- 
ceived its  official  coup  de  grace.  In  spite  of  the  transpar- 
ency of  the  humbug  and  the  heartlessness  of  the  fake,  the  case 
was  a  stubbornly  contested  one  and  "Dr.  Wells"  was  defended 
by  legal  talent  dravni  from  both  St.  Louis  and  Chicago.  That 
such  a  stupendous  fake  should  have  been  able  to  exist  and 
flourish  for  so  many  years,  and  that,  too,  after  its  thor- 
oughgoing exposure  in  Mr.  Adams'  "Great  American  Fraud" 
series,  is  a  sad  commentary  on  the  gullibility  and  ignorance 
of  the  public  in  medical  matters.  Yet  hut  for  the  activity  of 
the  government  ofiicials  the  hopeful  victims  of  a  hopeless  and 
cruelly   painful    malady    would   still    be    impovcnshincr   them- 
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Bclvea  to  purcbaee  Rupert  Wella'  wekk  solution  of  quiuiD. 
The  faker  himBelf,  however,  is  not  the  only  gniltjr  person  con- 
nected with  this  heftrtlesB  scheme;  equally  guilty  are  the 
editors  and  proprietors  of  those  journals — religious  and  lay — 
nhich  have  accepted  their  share  in  the  toll  of  pain  and  death 
by  giving  publicity  to  Rupert  Wells  and  hia  "cure."  Printer's 
ink  is  the  very  life  blood  of  quackery;  take  away  the  support 
and  moral  influence  afforded  by  the  press  through  its  adver- 
tising pages  and  Rupert  Wells  and  others  of  his  kind  would 
seek  more  reputable,  albeit  less  profitable,  fields  of  operation- 
The  work  that  the  government  officials  are  doing  in  exposing 
and  in  rendering  innocuous  fraud  and  deceit  wherever  it  may 
exist,  is  deserving  of  the  highest  commendation,  not  only  from 
the  medical  profession  but  more  particularly  from  the  general 
public 
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Ad  Itadts  iM  Ikil  maritl.  wittier  he  f  otitis  Ihe 
rr.  lit  fumiyor  or  lit  advirtisir.  taits  tall  of 
I  deceive  himielf  htre.  far  htrt  the  faUnt  mtdi- 
kedest.  most  cold-kearted.  ReltntUss  sreed  sets 
isfarlnervi  thi  enterprise,"— Samuel  HeftiHS 


It  is  probable  that  in  no  other  organic-  disease  does  the 
psjchic  element  play  the  important  part  that  it  does  in 
consumption.  No  other  sick  people  are  so  easily  in- 
fluenced for  better  or  worse  as  those  who  suffer  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis.  How  great  a  factor  the  mental 
one  is  was  strikingly  shown  by  the  experiments  of  Albert 
Mathieu,  the  French  physician.  Mathieu  gave  his 
tuberculous  patients  to  understand  that  a  wonderful 
cure  for  tuberculosis  had  been  discovered  in  the  shape  of 
a  serum  to  which  he  gave,  the  name  "Antiphymose."  To 
these  patients  he  gave  injections  of  what  they  supposed 
to  be  this  hypothetical  serum,  but  what  actually  was  a 
small  quantity  of  a  solution  of  common  salt,  and  care- 
fully noted  their  condition.  A  remarkable  change  was 
seen  ;  the  appetite  improved,  the  temperature  diminished, 
the  cough,  expectoration  and  night-sweats  were  miti- 
gated and  the  patients  began  to  gain  in  weight.  With 
the  discontinuance  of  the  injections  the  old  symptoms 
'returned. 

Mathieu's  experiment  was  merely  a  scientific  proof  of 
a  fact  that  is  familiar  to  everj'  physician  who  has  treated 
phthisical,  patients.  Any  change  in  treatment,  or  in  the 
individual  giving  tht  treatment,  results  in  a  temporary 
improvement  of  the  patient.  It  is  this  curious  psycho- 
logic fact  that  makes  the  tuberculous  patient  a  pitifully 
easy  victim  of  those  unconscionable  villains  who  adver- 
tise to  cure  consumption.  The  speciously  worded  adver- 
tisement, the  exaggerated  claims,  the  favorable  testi- 
monials— all  conspire  to  convince  the  consumptive  that 
here  at  last  is  the  long-hoped-for  "cure."  Hence  the 
profitableness  of  this  most  despicable  branch  of  quack- 
ery. 

n,o.i,7=;j-,  Google 
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In  the  following  pagee  a  few  of  the  almost  innunicr- 
sble  "consumption-cure"  fakea  are  described  and  the 
methixls  of  thoir  exploiters  detailed.  As  the  Ticiousness 
and  cruelty  of  this  form  of  fraud  is  borne  on  one,  it 
Beems  unbelievable  that  a.  civilized  community  should 
tolerate  it.  To  the  disgrace  of  our  laws  be  it  said,  the  con- 
sumption "curer"  and  the  cancer  quack  are  allowed  to 
plj  their  nefarious  trade  practically  unmolested  by  state 
or  municipal  authorities.  Generally  speaking,  the  only 
time  these  ghouls  are  interfered  with  is  when  the  federal 
authorities  take  action  for  some  infraction  of  the  postal 
laws,  for  BO  long  as  the  scoundrels  keep  within  the  some- 
what broad  requirements  of  these  laws  they  are  appar- 
ently immune  from  arrest.  Will  the  time  not  come 
when  an  enlightened  piiblic  opinion  will  either  demand 
laws  which  will  make  the  existence  of  such  frauds  legally 
impossible,  or  will  demand  that  a  construction  be  given 
to  exlBting  laws  so  that  the  necessary  protection  may  be 
afforded  the  sick  and  helpless  ? 


THE    ALPHA    MEDICAL    INSTITUTE 

The  Alpha  Medical  Inrtitute  of  Cincinnati,  a  "consumption 
cure"  fake  has  gone  out  of  business.  This  concern,  which  was 
one  o!  the  Great  American  Frauds  exposed  by  Samuel  Hop- 
tins  Adiima,  was  founded  by  the  late  Dr.  Thomas  W.  Grayiion, 
"ho  "amassed  a  fortune  from  bis  understanding  of  the  finan- 
cial possiMlitiea  of  tuberculosis."  In  its  advertising  pamphlet 
the  "institute"  is  pictured  as  a  large  and  commodious  building 
hearing  its  sign;  no  such  building  ever  existed  outside  of  the 
imagination  of  the  advertising  agent.  The  "treatment"  itself 
was  "a  combination  of  worthless  inhalation  with  worse  than 
worthless  medicines."  In  discussing  this  concern  and  detail- 
ing the  result  of  his  perso^ial  interview  with  its  manager,  Mr. 
Adams  says  of  the  latter;  "His  one  argument  was  that  be 
could  produce  testimonials,  and  his  one  plea,  that  the  insti- 
tute ought  not  to  be  'pounded'  as  it  was  ^ing  out  of  busi- 
ness in  a  tew  months,  anyway.  This  means  that  the  field 
13  exhausted;  that,  as  invariably  will  happen,  the  accumulated 
foree  of  experience,  proving  the  Alpha  Medical  Institute  to  be 
a  (rand,  has  finally  overcome  the  counter-force  of  its  advertis- 
ing. Probably  its  proprietors  (I  understand  that  Dr.  Gray- 
aon'a  eons  have  got  rid  of  the  business  as  a  baneful  influence 
""  their  social  aspirations)  will  presently  start  up  under  some 
other  nnnie  " 
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While  the  Alpha  Medical  InatJtute  was  doubtless  in  a  sickly 
condition,  it  was  the  United  States  government  which  gave  it 
the  coup  de  gr&ce.  After  considerable  evidence  had  been  eol- 
leeted,  the  Post-Office  Department  cited  the  company  to  show 
cause  why  a  fraud  order  ahould  not  be  issued.  Instead,  a.  rep- 
resentative of  the  companv  pleaded  guilty — and  that  is  Omega 
of  Alpha.     (From  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  Dec.  S6,  1908.) 


AICSOL>(LLOTD) 

Of  "consninptioa  cures"  there  Beema  no  end.  Nostrum  ex- 
ploiters of  all  grades,  from  the  verieat  street-comer  faker  to 
the  aoi  diaant  dispenser  of  "ethical  proprietaries,"  seem  to  B"<l 
in  "curing"  tuberculosis  an  illimitable  field  for  their  talents. 
The  methods  by  which  these  fakes  are  worked  up  dilTer  in  no 
respect  from  that  of  many  other  Similar  means  of  depriving 
the  public,  simultaneously,  of  both  health  and  money.  The 
so. called  ethical  preparations  are  "advertised  solely  to  physi- 
cians"— that  ia,  so  long  as  medical  men  will  aid  and  abet 
the  manufacturers  in  marketing  the  preparations.  By  the 
time  the  medical  profession  has  awakened  to  the  fact  that 
onee  more  it  has  been  humbugged,  the  exploiter  has  completed 
his  plans  to  introduce  his  wonderful  remedy  ("Used  by  all 
the  Leading  Physicians!")    direct  to  the  public. 

The  J.  Q.  Lloyd  Chemical  Company  of  St.  Louis  seems  to  be 
at  present*  in  the  transition  stage.  As  an  offspring  of  the  fer- 
tile brain  of  one  J.  Q.  Llofd,  who  calls  himself  a  chemist  and 
bacteriologist,  the  nostrum  was  originally  marketed  as 
"Lloyd's  Specific."  It  was  introduced  in  a  way  that  was  as 
clever  as  it  was  unscrupulous. 

■     •  IlETHOD     I. — WOBRINQ     THE     SANITABIUU 

The  National  Fraternal  Ssjiitarium  at  Fraternal  City, 
N.  M.,  an  institution  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis,  owed 
its  existence  largely  to  fraternal  organizations  of  the  United 
States.  This  sanitariimi,  which  was  largely  in  the  hands  of 
laymen,  was  used  by  the  J.  Q.  Lloyd  Chemical  Company  as  a 
means  of  exploiting  its  product.  Letters  written  on  the  ofBcial 
stationery  of  the  sanitarium  and  signed  by  its  president — who 
was  not  a  physician — were  sent  out,  notifying  the  tuberculous 
public  that  the  institution  would  not  be  open  for  the  recep- 
tion of  patients  for  some  months,  and  suggesting  that  in  the 
meantime  Lloyd's  Specific  should  be  used.  IVhether  the  presi- 
dent of  the  National  Fraternal  Sanitarium  was  guilty  of  any 
intent  to  deceive  or  was  simply  afflicted  with  a  lack  of  worldly 
wisdom,  it  waa  not  possible  to  determine. 

•  This. 
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THK   TESTIIIORIAL  DODQB 


After  the  J.  Q.  Lloyd  Ctiemical  Company  had  utilized  the 
National  Fraternal  Sanitarium  to  the  limit,  another  tftek  was 
tried;  that  hoarj  and  venerable  standby  of  the  nostrum  dis- 
penser— teatimoniais.  The  name  of  the  preparation  wae 
elianged  to  Sol.  Anti-Phthiais  (Lloyd),  and  advert iaeraenta 
appeared  in  medical  journals.  In  this  connection  an  interest- 
ing side-light  was  thrown  on  the  inner  workings  ot  testi- 
monial factories  by  one  of  our  correspondents. 

This  correspondent  had  leceived  a  shSet  of  paper  over  a  yard 
long  and  two  feet  wide,  on  which  was  printed  a  "proof"  of 
more  than  one  hundred  typical  testimonials  of  Lloyd's  prepara- 
tioQ;  but  no  names  or  addresses  were  appended  to  the  testi- 
monials. Ill  a  letter  accompanying  the  proof,  Lloyd  referred  to 
the  "printer's  proof  of  your  letter  marked  (X)  with  others," 
and  asking  "do  .you  object  to  date  and  town  beinf;  placed  on 
above  letter!  .  .  .  will  not  allow  your  name  to  be  used  or 
known."  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  was  no  testimonial 
marked  "(X),"  and  moreover,  onr  correspondent  had  never 
written  a  letter  to  the  company.  The  evident  intent  was 
to  catch  careless  and  unwary  physicians  and  thus  compile  on 
imposing  list  of  testimonials. 

About  the  time  Lloyd's  Specific  was  reehristened  Sol.  Anti- 
Plithiais  (Lloyd),  the  preparation  was  submit  ted  to  the  Coun- 
cil on  Pharmacy  and  Chemistry  for  admission  to  the  list  of 
New  and  NonoHicial  Remedies.  While  the  reasons  for  its  re- 
jection were  numerous  and  evident,  the  one  given  the  J.  Q. 
Lloyd  Ctiemical  Co.  was  that  the  remedy  conflicted  with  the 
rule  that  bars  an  article  "whose  label  .  .  .  contains  the 
names  of  diseases  in  the  treatment  of  which  the  article  is 
indicated."  Lloyd's  Specific,  alias  Anti-PhthisiH  (Lloyd),  then 
again  changed  its  name  and  became  Aicsol  (Lloyd),  and  post- 
cards were  sent  broadcast  to  physicians,  carrying  the  impres- 
sion that  the  preparation  was  now  eligible  to  the  list  of  New 
and  Nonofficiftl  Remedies. 

METHOO      in. — MAIL-ORDBB     TREATMENT 

This  was  in  November,  1907.  The  latest  developments  show 
that  Lloyd's  Specilic,  alias  Anti- Phthisis  (Lloyd),  alias 
Aicsol  (Lloyd),  has  not  yet  completed  ita  nomenclatorial  evo- 
lution. As  the  following  letter  shows,  it  is  to  be  sold  "under 
another  name"  and  "direct  to  consumptivea"  "on  the  mail- 
order plan"!  Oct.  T,   1908. 

D«ar    Doctor; — PhotoBcapba    sent    under    separate    cover    show 

1  propoEe  to  orgaolze.  at  once,  a  stock  company  uniler  Ibe  laws 
of  Missouri   wltb  »a00,000.O0  capital   stock,   par   value  JIO.OO   per 

"Lloj-'d  Chemical  Companj."  OI  thU  $200,000.00  capital  stock  I 
will  retain  $80,000.00  (40  per  cent)  tor  my  formula,  etc.  (I  have 
rrtMsed  $100,000  cash  from  one  of  the  largaac  pUarmaceutlcal 
liousea  In  the  United  States  lor  the  Cormulal  The  balance. 
(120,000,    will    be    sold    at    par.      Ot    Ibis    amount    I    am    offcrlnR 


,i)Oglf 


w-hmlf  with  sabscrlptlon. 

You  have  used  Alcsol  {LloTd).  and  koow  the  reaDlta  obtBloed. 
"hjslclanj-   -—   - ■-—   "   --- '   '-   ■-   •— "-*   ■■-   *'    — -■- — 

thalB  all." 

Tke  plan  U  to  advertUe  Alcial  Nader  another  nana,  through  the 
daUy  anit  tnteklu  neicfpopen,  /ant  louniata  and  MagatiiKi  a» 
rvaJing  matter  and  not  ilarlDC  ade.,  kiIIdk  direct  to  conganiptlTea 
at  ao  much  per  moplhlr  trratnienta.  Mt  about  (5.00  per  moDlIi. 
on  the  nuM-oriler  plan.  Under  thla  method  no  money  will  tie 
"~ awaj    on    aaleamen.     bill     poitlng,    drOEitore    dliplajra. 


'   eipenaea   that   won! 
B  from'thi 


Incurred    under    different    methodi. 


IThe  Italica  In  Ok  above  a.te  o 


rholograpbic   ri'prudiicllon   ot  i 


Has  the  J.  Q.  Llojd  Chemical  Company  found  the  medical 
profession  eo  "easy"  that  it  imagines  it  can  persuade  physi- 
cians to  buy  stock  in  a  "Consumptives  Cured  bj  Mail"  con- 
cern? It  would  seem  so  from  the  above  letter,  which  is  being 
sent  to  physicians  throughout  the  country.  Yet  we  trust  that. 
if  not  deterred  by  ethical  reasons  from  having  their  names 
connected  with  such  a  concern,  good  business  judgment  will 
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(Ause  physK-iana  to  hesitate  before  going  into  a  mail  order 
business  whose  dmdenda  are  to  le  derned  fron  helpless  ton 
Bucoptives  If  physicians  fail  to  bite  Mr  J  Q  Lloyd  chein 
lat  bacteriologiit  and  company  promoter  may  wish  he  had 
accepted  the  $100000  cash  from  one  of  the  largest  pharma 
ceutical  houses  In  the  United  St&tes    for  his     formula  ' 


The  latest  letter  indicates  that  the  perennial  crop  of  suck 
ers  IS  biting — provided  of  course  that  J  Q  Llojd  is  to  be 
believed  A  letter  dated  November  13  is  now  being  circulated 
which  states  that 


e  haie  ihansed  this  one  to  10  per  it_. 
cash  and  10  per  tent   a  montb    ns  nc  liaie  practicnllr  a  sufflcient 

BendlQg  you  copy  ol  oue  of  our  largest  dally  neii apapers  The  blar 
containing  a  full  page  acnounr.emeQt  ol  our  discovery  This  write 
up  Is  given  us  sratu 

The  newspaper  rpferred  to  devoted  a  full  page  to  the  ei 
ploitation  of  the  J  Q  Lloyd  cure  for  consumption  The 
article  purports  to  be  the  result  of  a  reporter  s  visit  to  the 
Llovd  laboratory  where  the  journalist  learned  many  won 
derful  things 

He  IJ  Q  Lloyd]  showed  Rrldget  a  black  and  wlito  collie 
dog    naaerllng  It  had  been  Inoculatea  nltb  consumption  and  cured 

Evidently  Budget  la  getting  the  cure  habit  But  it  is 
with  monkevH  that  Chemist  Lloyd  is  most  siii-CPSsful  After 
inoculating  a  few  of  the  simians  the}  all  showed  fear  as 
though  the  inoculated  animah   had  told  their  companions 

It  bears  out  my  theory  Dainln  certainly  was  right  in  saying 
a  good  many   men 

One  IB  hardly  surprised  to  find  that  Promoter  Llo^il  hai  a 
poor  opinion  of  the  intLihgenie  of  his  fellou  men  J  Hutus 
Wallingford  it  will  be  remembered  felt  the  samp  way  Pos 
Biblv  too  the  ease  with  winch  Llovd  makes  monkus  of 
some  men  strengthens  Ins  belief  in  the  Darwinian  thcorj — on 
the  pnnciple  of    reversion  to  type 

But  to  make  clear  to  the  lay  mind  the  herculean  tasi  he 
had  accomplished  m  destroying  the    tubercular  baccillus 

The  sarprlslng  statement  wae  made  by  Lloyd  that  sunshine  will 
barred  mass  and   then 

How  grateful  therefore  the  hapless  sulfercr  should  be  that 
by  means  of  Lloyls  '■pecifii.  he  m'n  be  cured  without  having 
to  undergD  the  trying  ordeal  of  cremation  But  wliat  is  the 
formula'  Unfortunately  the  reporter  is  not  permitted  to  tell 
When  he  called  Lloyd  opened  the  door  onlj   part  vvay 


the   EolntloD. 

'still  we  are  given  an  inkling  of  the  fearful  and  wonderful 

composition  of  tliis  potent  remed}'. 

"Some  of  the  Injcredlmts  nt  the  preparatloD  nre  'Ic'  acids,  one 
of  which,  eicept  br  lAojO'a  method.  U  said  to  explode  whenerer  an 
attempt  Is  made  to  combine  it  with  alcohol.  Thia  teat  la  medlco- 
cbemlatr)'  Lloyd  claims  to  hsTe  accompli  abed,  altboueb  It  bas  taken 
resra  at  atudf  and  eiperlment  to  ari'lve  at  the  result," 

Had  the  reporter  Imt  known  it,  J.  Q.  Lloyd  seems  to  hare 
accomplished  an  even  greater  "medico -chemical"  feat.  For 
liaa  be  not  discovered  the  philosopher's  stone — whereby  the 
baser  metala  of  deception,  quackery  and  hnmbug  are  trans- 
muted into  gold?    {From  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  Sod.  SI,  1908,) 

Later  Developments  in  tJte  Exploitation  of  Aicaol  (Lloyd) 

In  Tiis  JofBNAL,  November  21,  we  described  J.  Q.  Lloyd's 
"scheme  to  work  the  doctor"  by  means  of  his  "consumption 
cure,"  Aicsol  or  Anti-Phthisis  (Lloyd)  or  Lloyd's  Specific,  aa 
it  has  been  called.  His  latest  scheme,  it  will  be  remembered, 
was  to  put  the  "cure"  on  the  market  under  still  another  name 
and  Bell  it  "direct  to  consumptives"  "on  the  mail-order  plan." 
We  learn  that  its  new  "mail-order"  direct -to -the -public  name 
is  Re-Stor-AU— a  cognomen  wiiich  gives  it  one  more  claim  to 
classify  with  "patent  medicines"  of  the  Pe^ru-na  type  and 
other  liypliensted  nostrums. 


From  one  of  the  testimonials  that  Lloyd  is  going  to  send 
"direct  to  the  public,"  we  learn  that  Re-Stor-All,  altat  Aicsol, 
alias  An ti- Phthisis,  alias  Lloyd's  Specific,  not  only  cures  tuber- 
culosis, but  also  paralysis.  In  this  interesting  and  instructive 
tcEtimonial,  dated  October  27,  a  St,  Louis  lawyer  states  that 
he  took  the  first  bottle  of  Ee-Stor-AU  "on  the  26th  day  of 
July."  (According  to  Mr.  Lioyd,  Re-Stor-All  will  not  be 
on  the  market  before  December  1 1 )  After  curing  himself  of 
tuberculosis  this  lawyer  thought  that  this  preparation  might 
be  good  for  some  other  conditions — -and  in  this  conjecture,  it 
seems  from  his  report,  be  was  not  disappointed; 

"I  sdvlaed  my  mother,  who  la  TO  years  ol  age,  and  who  was 
aSlkted  wltb  paralyEls  ot  one  side  of  ber  lace  and  ber  right  arm 
(or  20  years,  to  try  Be-Star-All.  Her  face,  wblch  bad  been  drawn 
to  one  side  and  one  eye-lid  which  had  been  dropped  down,  and 
also  her  right  arm,  was  completely  cured  bu  the  use  Of  one  boUle." 
—[Italics  ours.— Ed.] 

We  shall  he  surprised  if  Mr.  Lloyd,  with  his  highly  devel- 
oped business  instinct,  does  not  advertise  this  multi- christened 
preparation  imder  still  another  name  as  a  cure  for  paralysis. 
The  remedy  unquestionably  possesses  great  potentialities,  if 
not  of  a  remedial,  at  least  of  a  financial  nature. 
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lloyb'8  iieadqcabtebs 

The  following  letter  from  a  St.  Louis  physician  who  paid  a  * 
visit  to  the  "headquaiicrs"  of  this  concern  is  enlightening: 

St.  LouiH,  Not.  21,  1908. 

To  the  BdttoT:—!  called  this  mornlog  at  the  place  ot  the  Jndd 
Q.  Uofd  Chemical  Co.  at  S48  DeBatlvtere  Airenae.  After  telllDs  Mr. 
Uoji  that  I  was  loterested  Id  his  medicine  and  that  I  had  Eeard 
B  xreat  deal  about  It,  be  gave  mc  a  sample  battle  of  AIcboI.  He 
told  me  that  the  "(ormula"  was  correct,  and  that  each  Ingredient 
was  In  (he  proportlnca  as  stated  oa  the  bottle.  Be  said  that  the 
^cret  of  the  medicine  was  In  the  wa;  of  combining  the  dltferent 
IrLgredtente  and  ns  that  was  bla  dlacovery  he  would  not  dlscloie  tt. 

As  he  thouglit  that  1  had  some  moncf,  he  then  tried  to  sell  me 
gome  stock  and  gave  me' an  "Inside"  to  his  scheme.  He  said  that 
the  aitlcles  for  Incorporation  n-ere  cow  at  the  state  capital  and 
(hat  the;  were  going  to  reorganize  a  new  company  and  call  It  the 
Re.Stor.Alt  Chemical  Co.,  aad  that  they  were  going  to  pat  ap 
Be-Stor.4il,  which  Is  to  be  sold  to  the  laity. 

On  qveatloalng.him,  he  said  that  It  wsa  (he  same  thing  us  Alcsol, 
which  was  Intended  for  physicians'  nse.  He  said  that  the  way 
tliey  were  going  to  reach  the  public  was  through  the  dally  press, 
Bhd  that  they  were  going  to  advertise  In  the  dally  newspapers  of  all 
tlie  large  cities,  a  halt-sheet  every  day,  and  tbe  laity  reading  these 
Fill  send  toe  treatment. 

He  said  thst  they  were  going  to  charge  tG.OO  B  month,  payable 
la  advance,  and  Id  passing  be  said  our  profit  would  be  |4.B0.  I 
suggested  that  alt  the  people  that  sent  for  medicine  would  not  have 
consumption,  and  be  replied  that  aoy  persons  that  had  had  a 
brother  or  friend  die  of  consumption,  It  they  only  had  a  pain  in  their 
Btomachs,  would  think  that  they.  Coo,  had  consumption  and  would 
seed  for  a  bottle  of  his  medicine. 

After  the  new  company  was  In  operation  they  Intended,  Mr.  Lloyd 
said,  to  start  a  lent  colony  for  tuberculosis  a  abort  distance  from 
hie  so-called  laboratory.  In  connection  with  this  he  said  that  a 
certain  high  federal  officeholder  of  the  city  of  Bt.  Louis  was 
Interested  In  the  company,  and  that  he  had  some  land  that  he 
wanted  to  sell  the  company. 

Aa  D  further  Indiiccnr 
com,]any  he  would  bItc 

phjslclan  In  the  office  (i  ..,....- 

doses  and  the  like,  and  also  to  rlslt  his  tent  colony.  He  said  that 
he  Via  not  registered  In  this  state  and  for  that  reason  he  needed 
a  registered  physician.  He  showed  me  a  letter  he  got  from  a 
patient  with  flve  dollars  enclosed  for  one  month's  treatment. 

On  request,  he  showed  me  through  his  "laboratory,"  a  room  about 
tairty  by  forty  feet,  which  was  nbont  one-fourth  filled  with  copies 
of  the  SI.  Louis  Star  of  Nor.  T,  He  showed  me  a  brick  affair  about 
<ii  by  ten  feet  square  which  looked  like  an  oven,  and  this  he  told  me 
coatalned  a  copper  retort  In  which  he  mlied  his  medicine.  There 
vaa  a  gas  range  In  this  room  also,  on  which  were  two  kettles. 
There  were  a  couple  of  barrels  which,  he  said,  contained  the  finished 
article,  and  there  nere  a  good  many  packages  put  ap.  In  the  same 
room  were  twenty-four  or  twenty-five  girls  wrapping  up  this  edition 
of  The  star  and  sending  out  circulars  to  physicians  about  taklLg 
stock. 

In  tbe  yard  was  an  old  tent  In  which  he  said  a  eonsumptlve  lived, 
lra[  who  was  shining  shoes  the  day  I  called.  In  a  yard  were  eight 
rabbits  and  one  gulnec-plg.  He  said  there  were  more  ol  the  pigs 
under  tbe  groaad.  He  showed  me  a  dog,  "Kate,"  which  he  said  be 
had  cured  of  consumption  tour  times ;  there  was  also  another 
dog  there.  In  a  small  shed  were  three  monkeys,  one,  wblcb  ^as  ^ 
little  (bin,  he  said- had  consumption.  He  also  had  a  chicken  coop 
with  sercral  chickens  In  it.  He  said  that  he  mixed  chicken's  bioo4 
with  (ubcrele  bacilli  and  injected  this  to  produce  tuberculosis  In 
(he  animals.  In  the  yard  were  also  six  or  eight  barrels  that 
appeared  to  be  empty,  and  I  think  be  said  that  tar  came  Id  them. 


e  told  me  thi 

It  If  1  took  stock  In  the 

lis  office,  as  he  needed  a 

er  letters  froi 

n  the  people,  to  prescribe 

,l)Oglf 


Iho'iMiQa  marfced  copies  of  the  fif.  Lovia  Star,  and  It  1 
fully  tbal  mucli.  lie  also  said  tbat  Uo  waa  not  doing  any 
with  animals  now  nor  was  be  oxpertnicnllBg.  aa  he  hod  dor 
tbat,  and  now  he  vas  bus;  putting  up  tlie  medicine. 


In.  bia  letters  to  physicians,  referring  to  the  "article"  vhich 
appeared  in  the  SI.  Louis  Star,  lAoyA  empliasizes  the  fact  that 
"this  write-up  ia  given  us  gratis."  Evidently  this  is  the  "free 
enlargement"  Behcme  adapted  to  the  ■exigencies  of  joumol- 
isni.  Who  has  not  been  approached  by  the  auave  gentleman 
who  offers  to  enlarge  your  photograph  gratis — providing  you 
are  willing  to  pay  a  nominal  sum  to  cover  the  cost  of  "our 


One  of  Lloyd's  adverllsementa  of  his  "curp"  Ktter  it  had  cpnsed^ti 
he   a    'projirlelary"   and    hod   become   n   "patpnt    mpdicino " 
oi'iBinnI,    o[    wlilcb    this  Is  a   photograpblc   reproduction,    i 


handsome  gilt  frame  and  the  ejtpense  of  packing?"  What  en- 
terprising newspaper,  unhampered  by  an  inelastic  journalistic 
conscience,  is  there  but  would  be  willing  to  furnish  a  write-up 
"gratis" — providing  the  beneficiary  thereof  was  willing  to  con- 
tract for  100,000  copies  of  the  issue  which  contained  it!  Such 
methods  of  subsidizing  the  press  may  seem  more  crude  than 
those  adopted  by  the  Proprietary  Association  of  America,  but 
possibly  they  are  just  as  effective. 
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THE  CUBE  NOT  A  CURE 

It  is,  of  course,  unnecessary  to  deny  that  this  or  any  other 
of  the  hundreds  of  "consumption  cures"  oil  the  market  will 
cure  the  disease,  or  is  of  any  Tslue.  The  fact  is,  practically 
all  of  these  "cures"  are  founded  on  heartless  cupidity  and 
downright  fraud;  occasionally  some  ignorant  entbusiaat  hon- 
estly belicTes  he  has  something  of  value,  but  theee  self- 
deluded  exploiters  are  rare;  as  a  rule,  the  promoters  are  down- 
right swindlers. 

In  the  earlier  stages  of  his  operations,  Lloyd  was  suffi- 
ciently unsophisticated  in  the  finesse  of  "patent  medicine"  eX' 
ploitation  to  publish  the  names  and  addresses  of  physicians 
vho  had  written  favorably  concerning  his  preparation.  A 
riper  experience  in  the  nostrum  business  has  taught  him  that 
such  testimonials  prove  to  be  boomerangs;  hence  we  now 
find  all  physicians'  names  excluded,  because,  as  Lloyd  art- 
lessly says,  "medical  ethics  do  not  permit  the  use  of  physi- 
cians' names."  We  investigated  some  of  those  earlier  cases 
in  which  it  was  possible  to  make  inquiries  and  to  get  at  the 
facts.  In  every  instance,  as  might  be  expected,  not  only  was 
the  "cure"  a  failure,  but  the  physicians  who  had  made  the 
first  reports  had  lost  their  enthusiasm. 


"I  can  not  see  that  Ibe  J.  Q.  Lloyd  remedr  lor  tabercalosEs  save 
me  an;  results  that  were  sstlsfadory.  l  da  not  care  ta  tcj 
them   loDEer." 

And  another: 

"Anyone  who  alLowed  blmaclf  to  be  drawn  Into  a.  'skin  came" 
sach  as  thla  evidently  Is,  should  not   have  the  i^onfldence  ot  other 

praciitloners I    can    simply    alalp    throuuh    my   dpslrc 

to  better  my  f.  b.  cases  I  hare  been  made  the  asslatanC  ot  a  take," 

And  a  third: 

".  .  ■  .  the  two  patients  spoken  ot  did  do  well  for  a  while 
on  the  Lloyd  treatment,  but  It  was  only  temporary,  both  EOlns  the 
way  of  all  such  cases,  to  tbe  graye." 

And  these  esprcssions  of  opinion,  it  should  be  remembered, 
arc  from  men  who,  in  the  early  enthusiasm  ot  trying  a  new 
"remedy"  had  written  praising  Lloyd's  specific. 

WHAT  IT   ALL   MEANS 

The  promoters  of  such  "cures"  know  ful!_well  how  eagerly 
the  hapless  eonsniuptive  grasps  at  any  t}ierapeutio  straw— 
useless  or  fraudulent;  they  also  know  that  there  is  an  inbred 
belief  on  the  part  of  the  laity  that  "medicine"  will  "cure" 
consumption;  they  know,  too,  that  the  panic  fear  of  the 
consumptives'  relatives  will  make  them  believe  that  every 
"pain  in  their  stomach"  is  consumption,  and  that  they,  too, 
"will  send  for  a  bottle."  But  knowing  all  tliis,  such  pro- 
moters are  willing  to  make  capital  out  of  the  fear,  the  ig- 
norance and  the  pitiable  conditions  of  those  afflicted  with 
tuberculosis.  They  are  in  the  busineas,  frankly  and  baldly,  tor 
the  dollars  and  cents;   but   what  shall   be  said  of  physicians 
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wbo  lend  the  weight  of  their  names  and  the  authority  of  their 
profession  that  they,  too,  may  soil  their  hands  with  the 
tainted  money  of  the  Dostrum-exploiterl 

And  this  is  the  disgraceful  thing — for  us — in  this  disrep' 
utable  business :  that  some  physicians  are  partners  in  it-  Jt 
seems  hardly  believable,  but  we  have  sulTicient  evidence  to 
warrant  the  conelusion  that  at  least  aoine  physicians  have 
heen  so  misled  as  to  invest  in  the  stock  of  this  concern.  Have 
the  glowing  advertisements  of  certain  proprietary  houses 
whieh  offer  for  sale  their  "stocke"  and  "bonds"  to  physiciaas 
■o  hypnotized  the  medical  profession  that  some  of  its  raembers 
are  willing  to  become  financially  interested  in  the  exploitation 
of  that  cruellest  of  fakes — a  coDsumption  cureT  (From  The 
Journal  A.  M.  A.,  Dec.  5,  1008.) 

Lloyd  Gets  a  "Diploma  of  Merit"— Price  Five  Dollais 

On  two  occasions  we  have  given  space  to  a  "conaumption 

cure"  fake  known  at  various  stages  of  its  career  as  "Lloyd's 

M(aIjatTaBkinM7ittA.UlP^by^Laad«Sc>dcif  of  Soim 
n  sod  All  ia  recognitioo  ol  hii  valuable  tervicei  to  nap' 


Ettmi  QlnimlittDii  fmn  lift  Jatbit 


Photopraphlc  ?!■! 
:.<>iicIuD.  EimlniKl.' 


riillx  his  "diploma  o 

Ki  (]  K>>>n<'a)  apici- 
uii'dlclLu"  fakers. 


Speeifie,"  "Sol.  Anti-Phthisis  (Lloyd),"  "Aicsol,"  and  finally 
"Re-Stor-All,"  the  promoter  being  one  Judd  Q.  Lloyd  of  St, 
Louis.     Under  the  first   three  mimes  it  ivns  advertised  as  an 
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"ethical"  remedy;  the  last  name  was  given  it  when  a  com- 
pany was  organized  by  its  promoter  to  place  it  on  the  market 
OH  a  "patent  medicine."  This,  at  least,  was  the  avowed  Inten- 
tion, We  iQnd,  however,  in  the  daily  papers  that  the, nostrum 
is  advettlBcd  not  under  its  "patent  medicine"  name,  "Re-Stor- 
AU,"  but  under  its  "ethical"  name,  "Aicsol."  One  advertise- 
ment which  starts  out  with  what  is  alleged  to  be  a  testi- 
monial from  a  physician,  contains  in  addition  the  following 
statement: 

"On  Dec.  IB,  1908,  the  London  Society  ot  Science.  Letters  and 
Art,  0(  London,  England,  ithlcb  was  esiabllsliecl  In  1681  for  tbe 
parpoae  of  determlDlDg  the  hlebeet  BcientlQc  and  llterar;  acblere- 


rhotoeraphlc  rcprodiictli 
of  S<:lence.  letters  an' 
supposed  Co  fill  out  ai 


witli  tUeii'  |[>. 


■I  merit  to  Judd  Q,  Lloyd 
a  mankind    Id   dlsvoveiing 

known  Botlety. '  Only  one 


mentB  of  each  year,  awarded  a  dl| 
in  reoigQltlon  of  big  valuable  sei' 
■AlCHol.'  tbe  only  auecessful  treat 
elected  an  bonoiary  membrr  of  tbi 
■Dcli  diploma  la  Issued  each  year  In  uuj  i:uiiuiry. 

It  seemed  strange  that  a  "well-known  society"  should  award 
a  "diploma  of  merit"  to  Judd  Q.  Lloyd  for  having  "discov- 
ered" a  fake  consumption  cure  and  especially  that  tliis 
"society"  sliould  rank  tlie  "discovery"  as  the  "highest  seientilic 
and  literary  achievement"  in  the  United  States  for  that  year. 
Wc  tried  to  Snd  out,  therefore,  sometliing  about  the  society. 
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but  were  iinable  to  Kct  an;  trace  of  it  in  tlic  various  lists  of 
scientific  organizations  in  London.  To  obtain  light  on  tbe 
subject,  the  eJilor  of  London  Truth,  wlio  has  Hhown  up  so 
laanj  fake  "societiea,"  was  written  to.    He  replied  as  follows; 

"The  Society  of  Science,  Letters  and  Art,  of  London,  is . 
a  swindle  to  which  at  one  time  we  devoted  a  great  deal  of 
attention,  and  it  figured  for  a  time  in  the  Truth  'Caution- 
ary List,'  but  it  has  lapsed  into  obscurity  in  recent  years, 
and  we  have  not  referred  to  it  for  some  time.  The  con- 
cern was  started  by  a  man  named  Albert  Sturman  who  at 
one  time  kept  a  private  school  for  boys  in  London  and 
also  acted  as  an  agent  for  the  sale  of  various  Ix^ua 
degrees  produced  on  your  side  of  the  Atlantic.  He  then 
started  a  degree  factory  of  bis  own  under  the  above  title. 
He  took  a  house  in  Kensington  and  got  together  a  serio- 
comic literary  society,  the  members  of  which  were  entitled 
to  attend  conversaziones,  concerts,  etc.,  in  hia  front  par- 
lor, and  to  Jub  themselves  'F.S.So.  (Lond.)'  if  they  paid 
the  fellows'  subscription.  Ho  also  sold  them  lioods  and 
gowns,  specially  designed  for  the  benefit  of  cliurcji  organ- 
ists, and  generally  practiced  all  the  tricks  of  the  trade- 
He  also  did  very  good  business  by  instituting  a  syEtem  of 
examining  small  private  schools  in  the  provinces  and 
giving  the  pupils  certificates.  Aa  he  styled  his  esamiEft- 
tions  the  'Kensington  Locals' — which  suggested  that  they 
were  in  some  way  connected  with  the  Government  Science 
and  Art  Department  at  South  Kensington — country  school- 
masters and  schoolmistresses  patronized  these  examina- 
tions extensively;  and  I  need  not  tell  you  that  Sturman 
gave  thcni  good  value  for  tiicir  money  by  always  passing 
a  fair  proportion  of  pupils. 

"In  an  evil  moment  for  himself,  Sturman,  who  was  a 
stupid  and  illiterate  man,  came  here  to  see  us,  and  we 
published  the  interview,  which  made  very  tunny  reading. 
After-  this  the  concern  went  down  lull  and  Sturman  him- 
self died  six  or  seven  years  ago.  His  wife,  however,  who 
was  really  the  active  partner  in  the  business,  carried  it  on 
nfferward  witii  some  success,  but,  aa  I  have  said,  it  has 
dropped  out  of  sight  recently,  though  one  occasionally 
comes  across  people  who  display  the  'F.S.Sc.  (Lond.).'" 
{From  the  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  Ulay  20,  1900.) 

THE  BENSOHIZER  TREATMEHT 

[The  following  from  the  Typographical  Journal  indicates  an 
Important  and  encouraging  fact,  namely,  that  the  public  is 
slowly  but  surely  waking  up  to  the  wiles  of  the  quack  and  the 
nostrum  vender.  The  attitude  of  this  publication  on 
the  subject  of  cure-alls  demonstrates   the  change  that  public 
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opinion  lias  undergone  in  the  past  few  years.  The  "cure"  here 
spoken  of — the  Benaonizer  Treatment — is  hut  one  of  tlie 
many  'consumption  cure"  seliemes.] 

Alleged  "cures"  for  almost  ull  sorts  of  diseases  are  being 
eontinually  placed  before  the  public,  and  the  more  fearful  tiie 
malady  the  greater  the  number  of  "cures."  In  tliia  connection, 
we  print  tlie  following  item: 

WaaniQgton.  D.  C  NoTembev  10.— It  Is  stated  bere  that  the 
medlca]  dspartoient  at  the  United  States  navy  Is  about  to  luok  Into 
tbe  merits  oF  a  cure  tor  consumption  discovered  by  C.  P.  Benson, 
ot  Tens,  with  a  view  to  Its  adopllon.  The  attention  ot  hJtih 
eorerDmeat  officials  was  atlilcted  to  this  cuie  throiigb  the  remark. 
Mr  (ovornble  results  shown  at  the  tnbereulosls  colony  al  the 
TrlDters  Hotne  at  f'olorado  Springs,  where  seemingly  hopeless 
vlctlmB  d(  consumption  were  restored  Co  health. 

The  above  ia  entirely  misleading,  ao  far  as  it  mentions  tbe 
Union  Printers  Home.  The  Benson  method  has  been  rejected 
hy  the  trustees  of  the  institution,  and  the  statement  made  ia 
erroneous  througliout.  The  home  auperintcndent  asserts  thai 
there  is  only  one  known  ease  where  the  Benson  treatment  haH 
been  used  by  a  home  resident,  and  then  it  waa  given  a  trial 
Hubaequent  to  his  departure  from  the  institution.  The  former 
resident  died  at  a  later  date  in  Denver,  Colo.  So  much  for  ths 
"remarkably  favorable  results"  derived  from  the  Benson  treat- 
ment by  those  domiciled  at  tlie  home. 

Several  experiments  have  been  made  at  the  Union  Printers 
Home  with  so-called  "cures"  for  consumption,  but  they  have 
nerer  accomplished  any  favorable  results.  The  ofTicials  of  the 
institution  are  not  experimenting  with  "heal-alis"  of  any 
description,  and  feel  that  the  methods  employed  by  fakers  in 
their  elToTts  to  delude  tuberculosis  sufferers  should  be 
denotmced  by  all  sensible  persons.  it'rom  The  Journal 
i.  U.  A.,  Jan.  1,  1910.) 

BBOMIN-IODIN  COMPOUND 

A  correspondent  writes  tor  information  concerning  a  remedy 
known  as  Bromin-Iodin  Comp.,  which  he  says  is  manufactured 
by  the  Bromin-Iodin  Chemical  Company,  formerly  of  Bing- 
tamton,  N.  Y,,  but  now  located  in  San  Diego,  California. 
In  The  Joubnal  for  Feb.  5,  1898,  appeared  an  article  by  Dr. 
C.  W.  iDgraham,  Binghamton,  N.  V.,  entitled  "Five  Years' 
Successful  Experience  with  a  Special  Mode  of  Treating  Pul 
nionary  Tuberculosis.''  This  "special  mode"  of  treatment  con 
"sted  in  using  what  Dr.  Ingraham  called  "bromin-iodin  com 
pound,"  which  be  said  had  the  following  formula: 

lodln    gr.  1/2 

Bromln    gr.  1/14 

PbosphoruB   gr.  1/100 

Thymol     gr.  2/3 

Uenthol    gr.  2/3 

BterlUzed  oil Q.  dr.       1 

This  "hypodermic  treatment  of  plitliiais"  was  widely  adver- 
tised in  the  late  nineties  by  the  Bromin-Iodin  Chemical  Co., 
Binghamton,   N.    V.,   and   was    but    one    of   the    innumerable 
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"treatmcntB"  for  pulmonary  tuberculosis  that  have  risen,  liad 
their  day  and,  more  or  Icaa  gracGfull;,  retired.  It  was  first 
sold  "to  pliysicions  only"  for  hypodermic  administration.  In 
1906,  however,  physicians  were  told  by  the  company  that  "if 
we  find  it  impossible  to  secure  your  cooperation  ...  we  will 
be  compelled  to  do  business  with  the  druggists  in  your  local- 
ity. ..."  Apparently  they  found  such  cooperation  impOB- 
Gtblc,  because  a  leafiet  was  issued  to  the  laity  and  the  state- 
ment was  made  that  they  intended  to  advertise  "all  over 
North  America  in  publications  of  national  and  international 
circulation,  as  well  as  in  local  newspapers.  .  .  ."  Naturally 
the  laity  couldn't  be  expected  to  administer  this  treatment  by 
the  iiypodermio  method  and  it  is  not  surprising  to  read  that 
"experiment  lias  proved  tliat  the  same  solution  can  be  taken 
internally."  In  addition  to  the  advertising  IcaQet,  the  public 
also  was  provided  with  a  "pocket  calendar  good  for  200  years" 
which  contained  numerous  testimonials  from  physicians 
laudatory  of  the  "bromin-iodin"  treatment.  The  layman  who 
received  one  of  the  leaflets  was  told  that  if  he  was  suffering 
from  "asthma,  bronchitis,  colds,  consumption,  coughs,  eczema, 
goiter,  hay  fever,  neuralgia,  rheumatism  .  .  .  also  constipation 
nnd  kidney  troubles,"  and  his  recovery  was  "not  as  rapid  as 
it  should  be,"  should,  moreover,  his  physician  refuse  to  use 
the  bromin-iodin  compound  "it  might  not  be  a  bad  idea  to 
discharge  him"  and  get  a  physician  who  would! 

At  the  time  this  "treatment"  was  first  tried  by  its  "in- 
ventor," the  results  given  in  fifty  cases  were;  First  stage,  80 
per  cent,  cures;  second  stage,  50  per  cent,  cures;  third  stage, 
no  cures,  but  improvement  in  several  cases;  this  was  in  1805. 
It  now  appears  that  this  "treatment"  baa  after  a  period  ot 
"patent  medicine"  exploitation  come  back  into  the  "ethical 
proprietary"  field.  Presumably  a  mixture  such  as  that  rep- 
resented by  the  "formula"  did  not  lend  itself  to  administra- 
tion by  mouth;  there  was  nothing  to  do,  therefore,  but  enlist 
the  aid  of  "easy"  physicians  in  furthering  it"  sale. — (From 
The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  June  J,,  1910.) 


ECKMAN'S  ALTEKATIVE 
Some  time  ago  a  consumption  cure  humbug,  Tuberculozyne, 
was  exposed  in  The  Joubsai.  Eckman's  Alterative  resembles 
Tuberculozyne  in  three  particulars:  (I)  it  is  sold  as  a  "con- 
sumption cure;"  (2)  it  ia  exploited  by  a  horse  doctor;  (3)  it 
is  a  cruel  fraud.  It  further  resembles  Tuberculozyne  in  that 
it  is  advertised  by  the  testimonial  method,  but  then  practically 
all  "patent  medicines"  are  sold  in  the  same  way.  The  product 
is  sold  by  the  Eckman  Manufacturing  Co.,  Philadelphia,  and 
is  said  to  be  the  "discovery"  of  T.  T.  Eckman,  a  veterinarian, 
who  first  tried  it  on  cows  and  later  experimented  on  a  member 
of  liis  own  family. 
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Instead  of  beiug  aolil   on  the  mail  order  plan,  as  Tuhereu- 
lozyne  is  Eckman  s   ilteratue  la  sold  through  the  medium  of 
the  dniggiata      It  is  heavily  advertised  in  the  daily  press,  the 
adiertisements  consiating   generalh    of  testimonials  to  which 
are  attached  laudatory  pirigraphs  about  the  preparation  with 
the  mines  of  the  local  druggists  inserted    An  extensive  adver- 
ti^Jing  eampaign   is   being   earned   on 
ind  it  IS  reported  that   the  Eikman 
poncem   is   going   to    spend    $150  000 
dunng  liilz  in  advertiaements     Here 
are  some  of  the  claims  made  for  this 
nostrum 

A   med  cine   mafle    (or    the    cure    of 


good  food  sud  good  cooking  unusual 

ronsumptive  pallputs  need  no  longer 
drfad  either  the  fate  (hat  tormerlj  over 
took  all  sufferers  from  lung  trouble  or 
cosily  and  often  terribly  InconTenlent 
Journeys  far  from  home  to  other  elimaleg 
or  10  some  npenslve  sanatorium  Hun 
aredi  arc  nn»  staying  quietly  at  home 
"  "■'       """     ""'~       ■'  expense  beyond 


s  of  n 


has    only 


These  quotations  are  suHicient  to 
'how  that  the  firm  uses  the  methods 
classical  to  patent  medicine  fakers 
(hat  of  attempting  to  discredit  the 
rational  acientihc  treatment  of  dii 
ease  and  to  substitute  therefor  a 
"orie  than   worthless  noatrum 

Eckman  3  \lteratne  «as  analyzed 
la  the  laboratory  of  the  American 
lledieal  Association  and  the  chemists 
report  follows 


LABOR VTORY   BEPOHT 

Eeltman  b  Alterative  comes  in  an  8  ounce  bottle  and  is  a 
dark  brownish  turbid  hquid  with  a  strong  odor  of  cloves. 
The  label  declares  the  presence  of  14  per  cent,  of  alcohol. 
Qualitative  tests  demonstritcd  the  presence  of  alcohol,  cal- 
cium   a  chlorid    small   amounts   of  vegetable 
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truccB  of  vegetable  tissue.  No  other  substance  ot  a  medicinal 
nature  was  detected.  Quantitative  examination  gave  the  fol- 
lowing results: 

Total  sollda  (residue  at  100  C).  Including 

a.'M  cm.  of  caltium  chlorld   (fatla) 6.25     B"- 

Alrobol    11.22     gm. 

iDaolublc   residue    0.OT3  gm. 

Water  and  undclermlned.  to  make 100.00    c.c. 

This  analysis  agrees  in  general  with  that  made  by  the  New 
Hampshire  authorities  who  reported  the  presence  of  3.59  per 
cent,  of  calcium  chlorid  and  small  quantities  of  powdered 
cloves. 

Here  then  we  have  a  mixture  of  alcohol,  calcium  chlorid  and 
cloves,  which  every  intelligent  physician  knows  is  perfectly 
worthless  for  the  cure  of  consumption,  sold  at  an  exorbitant 
price— S2  for  eight  ounces — under  the  cruelly  false  claim  that 
it  will  save  the  tuberculous.  As  has  been  pointed  out  time 
and  again,  the  inherent  viciousness  of  fraudulent  consumption 
cures  lies  in  the'  fact  tliat  they  lead  the  sufTerer  to  abandon  or 
ignore  those  hygienic  and  dietetic  measures  wliich  are  hia  only 
hope.  It  is  not  easy,  it  is  not  always  comfortable,  it  is  fre- 
quently disagreeable  to  follow  the  treatment  which  experience 
has  shown  to  give  the,  only  hope  of  success.  It  is  much  easier 
to  continue  living  the  life  which,  in  so  many  cases,  has  been 
responsible  for  the  consumptives'  condition;  merely  taking  at 
stated  intervals  a  medicine  which  its  manufacturers  declare 
to  be  all  that  is  necessary  to  bring  about  recovery. 

Hoping  against  hope  tltat  in  the  "consumption  cure" 
nostrum  the  secret  has  at  last  been  wrested  from  nature  by 
which  the  White  Plague  may  be  vanquished,  the  ever-opti- 
mistic  consumptive  sacrifices  money  which  should  go  into  good 
food,  sacrifices  all  too  precious  time  and,  Gnalty,  life  itself, 
and  the  consumption  cure  faker  waxes  rich  in  the  toll  of  blood 
exacted  from  his  credulous  victims.  (From  The  Journal 
A.  SI.  A.,  April  27,  1912.) 


HOFF'S  CURE  FOH  CONSUMPTION  • 

Several  inquiries  regarding  the  composition  of  "Professor 
Hotf's  Cure  for  Consumption"  having  been  received,  the  chem- 
ical examination  of  this  preparation  was  taken  up  in  the 
Association  laboratory.  The  following  is  the  report  of  the 
analysis: 

Professor  Hoffs  Cure  for  Consumption,  manufactured  1^ 
Bendiner  &  Schlesinger,  Third  Avenue  and  Tenth  Street,  New 
York,  is  a  dark  brown  liquid  with  a  bitter  taste  and  an  odor 
of  opium.  The  label  on  the  bottle — at  least  since  the  advent 
of   the   Food    and   Drugs    Act— states    that    the    preparation 

•  Sec  IndPi  (or  gOTernmenfs  cBse  against  this  fraud. 
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"contsina,  in  addition  to  other  Tsluable  medicaments,  watery 
extract  of  opium  2  gre.  tA  eacb  ounce."  Besides  opium  the 
preparation  was  found  to  contain  approximately  2.5  gm. 
sodium  cinnamate  to  each  100  c.c,  sugar  and  a  caramel-like  - 
coloring.  The  presence  of  heavy  metals,  iodids  or  broirida, 
could  not  be  demonstrated. 
I  Tbe  "Cure,"  then,  consists  essentially  of  sodium  cinnamate 
{hetol)  and  extract  of  opium,  a  mixture  at  one  time  sug- 
gested for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis,  but  which  like  many 
remedies  has  since  been  discarded.    A  remedy  which  depends  on 
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opium  for  whatever  therapeutic  effect  it  may  have,  is,  when 
sold  indiscriminately  to  the  laity,  inherently  vicious,  (from 
The  Journal  A.  U.  A.,  Feb.  6,  I'JOO.j 


J.  LAWRENCE  HILL,  A.M.,  H.D. 
A  few  weeks  ago  we  devoted  some  spary  to  a  vicious  eon- 
sumption  cure  fraud,  Lung  Germine,  hailing  from  .lackson, 
Mich.  A  similar  concern  in  tbe  same  town  is  conducted  by  one 
J,  Lawrince  Hill,  who  sometimes  writes  after  his  name  the 
letters  "A.M.,  D,D.,  MJJ."  As  in  most  mailOTdor  medical  con- 
cerns, the  "doctor"  in  whose  name  the  concern  is  operated  ia 
really  a  very  unimportant  part  of  the  company.  "J.  Lawrence 
Hill,  A.M.,  M.D.,"  is  the  corporate  name  of  the  company  that 
has  recently  been  re -incorporated  with  an  authorized  capital 
of  85,000,  the  stock  being  held  in  $10.00  shares.  There  are 
apparently  three  stockholders:  (!)  F.  L.  Childs,  Cleveland, 
O.;  (2)  F.  C.  Badgley,  Jackson,  Mich.,  and  (3)  J.  Lawrence 
Hi!l,  A.M..  D.D.,  M.D.  Of  the  fiOO  shares  repre»<cnting  the 
entire  Btock,  Hill  is  said  to  hold  but  50  and  the  balance  of 
450  is  said  to  !«  divided  ciiually  between  Childs  and  Badgley. 
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Evidently  Cliilds  and  Badgley  turnisli  tlie  money,  wliile  Hill 
furniihea  the  "degrees" — and  incidentally  keeps  tiie  buainesB 
from  being  illegal  ae  well  aa  immoral. 

A    COMMUNITY    OF    IXTEBEST 

When  the  company  was  first  incorporated,  in  1906,  there 
were  two  other  stockholders  in  addition  to  Badgley  and  Cbilds, 
viz.,  R.  A,  Oliver  and  H.  H.  Mallory.  Wliether  the  members  ■ 
of  this  quartet  have  any  qualifications  for  "curing"  consump- 
tion, may  be  decided  by  the  reader,  from  the  following  infor- 
mation: 

Ckilda,  F.  L.:  Vice-president  of  the  Hill  Consumption 
cure  concern)  ia  said  to  have  been  on  the  road  previously 
for  the  Upjohn  Company;  to  be  at  present  sales-agent 
for  a  Cleveland  iron  company  and  to  be  proprietor  of  a 
mail-order  "constipation  cure" — "Pomola" — in  Kalamazoo,    . 

Badgley,  F.  C:  Secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Hill 
consumption  cure  concern;  is  said  to  be:  a  member  of  tbc 
law  firm  of  Badgley  &,  Badgley,  Jackson,  Mich.;  presi- 
dent of  the  concern  operating  the  "Magic  Foot  Draft" 
fake  {also  of  Jackson)  and  president  of  a  "pile  cure" 
mail-order  company,  the  "Dr.  Van  Vleck  Company"  (also 
of  Jaclcson), 

Oliver,  R.  A.:  Ei-aecretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Hill 
consumption  cure  concern;  ia  said  to  own  one-fourth 
interest  in  the  "Magic  Foot  Draft"  concern,  hia  name 
appearing  in  the  advertising  done  by  the  British  branch 
of  that  concern.  Incidentally,  we  understand  that  the  Lon- 
don branches  of  tlie  Van  Vleck  pile  cure  and  the  Magic 
Foot  Draft  concerns  occupy  the  same  offices. 

Mallorj/,  B.  B.:  Ex-vice-president  of  the  Hill  cODcem; 

advertising   agent;    is    said    to   be    vice-president   of    the 

"Magic  Foot  Draft"  company,  also  vice-president  of  the 

Van  Vleck  pile  cure  concern. 

A  study  of  the  foregoing  will  help  make  cleir  a  fact  that 

has  been  previously  referred  to  in   tliese  columns,  viz.,   that 

JacKBOn,   Mich.,   for   a   city   of    its   size,   is   particularly    well 

represented  in  the  line  of  medical  fakes,  doing,  not  merely  a 

national,   but  an  international   business. 

community  of  interest  between  the  varioui 

concerns  in  Jackson. 

hill's  uetthods 

The  methods  by  which  J.  Lawrence  Hill,  A.M.,  D.D,,  M.D., 
conducts  the  busineaa.  which  bears  hia  name  differ  in  no  easen- 
tial  respect  from  th^ae  pursued  by  other  mail-order  "con- 
sumption   cure"    fakers      First,    of    course,    there    are    the 
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advertisement i  which  appe&r  in  BUch  periodicali  and  news- 
papers ea  are  not  above  sharing  the  blood-money  of  tlic 
consumption-cure  ghouls — a. type  of  journalism,  ne  are  glad 
to  aay,  that  is  yearly  becoming  scarcer.  Second  is  the  series  of 
foUow-np  letters,  bo  prepared  as  to  simulate  personal  com-  - 
mnnications,  but  which  are  really  printed,  even  to  the  signa- 
ture of  the  "physician"  in  charge.  The  only  part  of  each 
letter  of  this  series  which  has  any  remotely  personal  element 
in  it  is  the  name  and  address  of  the  victim  to  whom  it  is 
addressed,  these  being  "filled  in"  by  means  of  a  typewriter  in 
the  same  style  of  type  and  color  of  ink  as  that  used  in  print- 
ing the  letters.  Third,  is  the  bait  of  a  "trial  treatment,"  of 
which  more  later.  Fourth,  tbe  inevitable  testimonials— the  - 
line  qua  non  of  the  quick.- 

THE  TBIAL  PACKAGE 

III  his  advertisements.  Dr.  Hill  says  he  "cures  consumption" 
and  will  send  a  trial  package  to  all  who  will  send  20  cents 
"to  help  pay  for  packing,"  etc.  Those  who  answer  his  adver- 
tisement are  sent  a  four-page  circular  letter,  the  first  of  his 
follow-up  letters,  designated,  for  the  convenience  of  Hill's 
mailing  force,  "E  1,"  together  with  the  "trial  package,"  The 
package  consists  of  a  collapsible  tube  and  three  small  card- 
board boies,  all  contained  in  a  larger  cardboard  bos.  The 
three  small  boxes  are  labeled,  respectively;  "Globules,"  "Sys- 
temic Wafers"  and  "T.nsative  Tablets,"  while  the  tube  Is 
labeled  "Plasma."     Cursory  examination  shows; 

Plasma:  A  white  ointment  smelling  strongly  of  wint«rgreen. 
The  consumptive  is  directed  to  "rub  in  the  upper  part  of  chest 
and  between  shoulders."  He  is  told  that  "the  ingredients  of 
plasma  are  quickly  absorWd  by  the  blood,  thus  the  plasma 
helps  to  destroy  the  bacilli  or  germs  in  the  blood     .     .     ," 

(Ilobvlea:  Nine  flesible  capsules  each  containing  an  oily 
liquid,  having  the  odor  of  giiaiacol.  Floating  in  the  liquid 
is  a  small  pill.  One  globule  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day. 
They  are  claimed  to  "help  supply  the  blood  with  what  it  needs 
to  make  strong  fighting  corpuscles     .     .     ." 

BysteTHic  Wafors:  Small  pinkish-white  tablet  triturates, 
having  a.  sweet  taste.  To  be  taken  at  10  a.  m.,  3  p.  m.  and 
7  p.  m.,  and  are  said  to  "act  specifically  on  the  .  .  . 
lungs,  imparting  strength  to  them     .     .     ." 

Laxatite  Tablets:  Small  chocolate- coated  tablets.  Says  Hill: 
"They  are  wonderfully  [aic]  bowel  regulators,  act  nicely  on  the 
liver  and  are  a  triumph  in  the  art  of  chemistry,  being  pre- 
pared by  one  of  the  best  known  chemists  and  pharmacists." 

THE    FOLLOW-UP    SYSTEM 

The  Brst  letter  of  Hill's  "follow-up"  series  states,  among 
other  things: 


ir,  Google 
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"My  pui'iMisc  In  si'ndlng  ]'ou  mj  trial  Irralmrnt  Is  to  provp  to 
yoii  .  .  ,  Ihat  II  is  not  nceessaty  tor  jou  .  .  .  lo  sppnd  n 
good  di-al  ot  muiii'y  In  fl>11o^vltlg  a  compllratpd  made  of  llTing     .     .     .*' 

This  statement  and  tlie  fact  that 
Hill  claims  in  his  preliminary  aJver- 
tiaing  tliat  the  use  of  his  "treatment" 
renders  it  iinnccessary  "to  materially 
clionne  the  patient's  mode  of  living," 
anil  the  fiirtlier  fact  that  in  none  of 
hi»  Bi^ries  of  follow-up  letters  does  lie 
reeomraend  the  open-air  method  of 
treatment,  make  plain  the  vicious- 
ness  of  this  particular  "consumption 
cure."  As  every  reputahle  physician 
knows,  the  hardest  U.»k  that  con- 
fronts him,  ia  Iiis  attempt  to  help  the 
loasiimptive,  is  to  get  the  patient  to 
oonsent  to  put  up  with  the  incon- 
veniences and  minor  hardships  insFp- 
nrahle  from  the  only  rational  treat- 
ment of  the  disease — the  out-door 
life.  The  average  conBumptive  be- 
lieves that  the  physician  sliould  be 
nhle  to  give  him  "medicine"  that  will 
"cure"  him — a  helief  that  ia  as  fal- 
lacious as  it  is  dangerous  and  yet 
one  that  Hill  and  most  consumption 
cure  falters  play  on. 

After  he  has  persuaded  the  victim 
to  part  with  his  810  for  the  'first 
month's  treatment,"  however,  Hill 
sends  a  pamphlet  entitled  "Rules  for 
Livinfi,"  in  whicli  tiie  "mode  of  hv- 
ing"  recommended  ia  certainly  a  a 
"complicated"  as  any  ever  suftgcsfed 
hy  a  reputahle  physician.  It  is  evi- 
dent, then,  that  the  claims  made— 
both  directly  and  by  inference —in 
the  follow-up  letters  and  advertising 
hy  which  tlie  prospective  patient  ii 
led  to  believe  that  Hill's  "treatment" 
is  all  that  is  necessary  to  cure  con- 
mplion,  are  merely  a  catch-penny 


lIc'V 


■  to  c 


"  tlie  1 


It   i 


ri|iially  evident  tliat  if  good  results 
ever  follow  TlilVs  "treatment."  they 
nvc  due.  not  to  the  drugs  he  sends 
hut  tfi  the  mode  ot  living  adopted  by 
the  patient. 
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BUDino  SCALE  OP  FEES 

With  the  first  letter  and  the  "Trial  Treatment"  eotnes  a 
Bymptom  blank— the  "Three  Day  Teat  Sheet" — which  the 
patient  is  expected  to  fill  out  and  return  with  the  order  for 
the  first  month's  treatment.  Much,  also,  is  made  of  the  wonder- 
ful virtues  of  Hill's  "trulj  wonderful  appliance  for  lung 
development  and  air  sterilization"  called  the  "Ozonol  Lung 
Developer,"  wbieb  is  sent  "free"  to  those  who  order  the  first 
montli'B  treatment.  The  price  first  asked  for  one  month's 
treatment  is  CIO.  Should  the  patient  not  "bite,"  the  second 
follow-up  Utter — uunber  "£  1  a" — cornea  just  one  month 
later.  This  "letter"  dilates  again  on  the"Ozonol  Developer,"  ■ 
for   which   Hill   claims: 

"Tbe  air  In  passlns  tbrough  this  Developer  Is       ...     more 
heavlljr  cbarged  with  oiygen  Eban  It  brcalbed  otbetwlw    .     .     ." 


^i^:4r:t^i;i::i^:x:Li::i:i:r:.i.ii:i::  llti. 


Dr.  J.  Ijiwrenrc  llill'-i 
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Of  coursp.  (he  Hill  coDSMmplloo  curp  cnwea  Issues  a 
enarantee ;  all  such  rakes  do  I  This  is  a  pbotographlc  rc[iraductlan 
of  She  "guarantee."  Notice  tbafNolary  Public  E.  J.  Wood  testlflea 
that  Dr.  HII!  "stands  well  !□  Ihls  communltj,"  and  that  he  beUevcs 
mil  "win  carry  out  bej  bdiI  nil  agreemonla."  As  E,  J.  Wood  was 
one  of  the  original  etockholders  In  the  IIUI  cooBiimptlon  cure  can- 
cern.  he  ousht  lo  know  '. 

The  second  letter  still  gives  the  price  of  the  treatment  as 
flO.  Continued  silence  on  the  part  of  the  patient  brings — 
thirty  days  later — follow-up  letter  number  "E  1  b."  In  this, 
the  third  letter  of  the  series,  the  poor  victim  is  told  of  those 
who  have  "'been  laid  away  among  the  Innumerable  Dead" 
because  they  did  not  send  for  the  Hill  treatment  soon  eaough. 
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"Sou  know  wliat  is  awaiting  jou.  If  you  delay  ordering  my  treat- 

The  third  letter  brings  the  price  aakcd  down  to  $5 — the 
balance  to  be  paid  "after  you  ore  cured,  or  whenever  you  are 
able,  just  as  you  see  fit."  One  month  later,  if  the  patient 
still   wisely   continues   to   hold   on   to   bis   money,   cornea    the 


Consumption 
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GetUnd  Stronder  Every  Day.                 ] 

nay  d.y.    I  do  not  ™i«  «  muth  «  I  dii 

fcT«hugDld™nU>«at.dloO.      IdoMtkM 

tockpoct^III.,  frw-oS. 
tad  I  ua  RUiH  unugH 
I  cm  bmAc  euicr  und  my . 
nrjultwlut    I«i^ll,tn.ll| 
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Jl  upi  Pr  llluot  ton  s  a  rc^d  c  d  j  bntoKraplilc  rtprodue- 
tioD  or  a  Hill  te=tinionllil  IHe  n  It  of  it  It  d  thrpp  monlhs 
after  giving  IL  UlU  continued  to  use  the  testimonial  hawevec  (or 
two  years  looger  The  lower  IlluatraClon  Is  a  pbatograpklc  repro' 
ductloD  of  a  certified  atatement  regarding  the  death  of  ttte  writer 
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fourth  follow-up  letter,  number  "E  2  a."  Tliia  letter  is  chiefly 
devoted  to  Hill's  laudation  of  himselt  and  his  ivork.  For 
inatance: 

"I  nm  n  physician  o(  mnnj  years'  practice." 

"I  am  widely  bnawn  for  tb?  good  1  have  doLe  la  trealins 
patlmts   affllcled  with  coasoLnptlon     .     .     ." 

"Tbc  Femni'kalile  Euccess  I  have  had  En  curing  these  troulilea  cer- 
tainly warrants  any  man  or  woman,  no  matter  how  seriously 
affected  ...  to  teel  uhsoliitely  certain  that  II  there  Is  any 
one  man  living  who  can  save  them,  I  believe  I  can  do  it," 

"I  do  not  soy  this  to  boast,  but  because  It  Is  true." 


■p*av*H#HI,    Th*  Idori  (OadhqI)  D^val 


the  death  cectifleate  of  the  individual  whose  ti 
Note  tbat  the  testimonial  was  used  nearly  two  j 
victim  was  dead '. 
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The  price,  in  the  fourth  letter,  still  renuiiiu  at  $S.  Should 
this  fail  to  bring  an  order  within  u  month,  the  fifth  and  last 
of  this  series  of  follow-up  letters  comes,  number  "E  3  a." 
This  representa  Hill's  final  attempt  to  "land"  his  victim,  and 
the  identical  "treatment"  for  which  $10  was  asked  in  the  first 
two  letters  is  now  offered  for  $3.20:  "You  shall  never  be  asked 
for  the  balance." 

THE  "tbeatment" 

If  the  price  of  a  "treatment"  ia  sent— either  $10,  $5  or 
$3.20,  according  to  the  ease  with  which  the  victim  bitea — back 
comes  another  form  letter,  "Tr.  1,"  commencing;  "Your 
remittance  for  treatment  just  to  hand,  for  which  please 
accept  thanks."  The  amount  of  tlie  remittance  is  not  men- 
^oned,  so  preaumably  this  "letter"  may  be  used  in  acknowl- 
edging the  receipt  of  any  of  the  "fees"  wliich  Hill's  sliding 
scale  calls  for. 

The  "treatment"  itself  seems  to  differ  in  no  respect  from  the 
"trial  treatment"  sent  previously,  except  in  size.  The  "Glob- 
ules," the  "Systemic  Wafers,"  the  "Laxative  Wafers"  and  the 
"Plasma" — al!  are  there,  in  larger  quantities,  but  with  similar 
directions  for  their  use.  Tn  addition  to  these  there  ia  the 
"New  Ozonol  Lung  Developer,"  about  which  so  much  is  said  in 
Hill's  follow-up  letters  and  other  advertising  matter.  The 
"lung  developer"  consists  of  a  cigar-shuped  piece  of  hard  rub- 
ber about  3'^  inches  long.  One  end  of  the  "developer"  ia 
hollow  and  the  cavity  ia  loosely  packed  with  cotton  saturated 
with  the  "ozonol"  fluid,  a  small  vial  of  which  accompanies  it. 
The  consumptive  is  instructed  to  place  the  charged  end  of  the 
instrument  in  one  nostril,  close  the  other  and  inhale  deeply; 
when  the  lungs  have  been  filled  the  patient  is  to  place  the 
opposite  end  of  the  "developer"  in  the  mouth  and  "blow  the 
air  out  from  the  lungs." 

The  Association's  chemists  examined  the  various  prepara- 
tions sent  by  Hill  in  one  of  bis  $10  "treatments,"  and  their 
report  follows: 

LABORATOBT  BEPOBT 

A  box  Ubeled  "Dr.  J.  Lawrence  Hill's  Rational  $10  Three- 
Fold  Treatment  for  Consumption.  Astlima,  Bronchitis,  Catarrh 
and  all  Diseases  of  the  Throat,  Nose  and  Lungs,"  and  con- 
taining several  forms  of  medication  was  submitted  to  the 
Aasoeiation  laboratory  for  examination.  The  "treatment"  con- 
sisted of  ( 1 )  a  box  of  sealed  elastic  gelatin  capsules,  contain- 
ing a  liquid  in  wbicb  floated  a  pill,  and  labeled  "Dr.  J. 
Lawrence  Hill's  Globules";  12)  a  small  box  of  pinkish  tablets 
labeled  "Dr.  Hill's  Systemic  Wafers";  (3)  a  small  box  lif 
chocolate -coated  tablets — "Dr.  Hill's  Laxative  Tablets";  (4) 
a  collapsible  tube  of  a  white  ointment  or  salve  labeled  "Dr.  J. 
Lawrence  Hill's  Plasma";  (5)  a  small  vial  (less  than  2  drams) 
containing  n  brown  liquid  and  bearing  on  the  label — "Dr.  J. 
Lawrence  Hill's  Antiseptic  and  Germ  Killing  Ozonol";    (8)   a 
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black  haid-Tubber  inhaler,  and  (7)  a  small  box  containing  a 

tuft  of  cotton. 

The  "Globules":  These  were  opened  and  the  liquid  and  pill 
examined  separately.  The  pill  after  being  freed  from  the 
liquid  n'as  treated  with  hydrochloric  acid,  resulting  in  an 
evolution  of  hydrogen  witii  a  characteristic  odor,  such  as  is 
given  off  on  treating  iron  with  hydrochloric  acid.    On  trituiut- 


Oalns  17  Pounds  After  Every  One  Gave  Her  Up. 


In   Ihe  niiTPrtisement   leprodiueil   la   the  up[iir  lUustrntlor 

that    Miss    Schuli?    was      .ured      nflpr    taklnK    bW      ireat 

He  WSH  still  sending  out  tliia  Btalement  a  year  or  mon 


ing  one  of  the  pills  and  nashing  away  the  lighter  inaolubio 
matter,  a  residue  of  shining  metallic  scales  remained  which 
when  dissolved  in  hydrochloric  acid,  emitted  hjdrogen  gas  s 
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when  ttie  entire  pill  was  trented.  Tlie  resulting  sulution 
responded  to  tosts  for  iron.  On  extracting  tiie  pills,  from  an 
alkaline  medium,  with  ether,  a  bitter  white  cryatalline  anb- 
stance  trss  obtained,  which  responded  to  general  alkaloidal 
testa,  viz.,  it  yielded  a  brown  precipitate  with  jodin  solution 
and  a  white  precipitate  with  mercuric  potassium  iodid  solution. 
Further  examination  showed  that  the  substance  gave  strong 
reactions  for  quinin  and  less  distinct  ones  for  strychnin.  No 
arsenic  or  other  metals  were  found.  From  the  results  of  the 
testa  made  it  was  assumed  that  the  pills  were  composed 
essentially  of  iron  ( metallic ) ,  quinin  and  strychnin.  The  liquid 
in  the  globules  waa  oily  and  possessed  an  odor  of  guaiacol.  It 
was  partially  aoluble  in  alcohol  and  completely  soluble  in  ether 
and  in  chloroform.  Alcohol  extraction  of  tlie  oil  left  a  li^bt 
yellow  oil,  practically  odorless  and  tasteless;  the  portion 
extracted  with  alcohol  responded  to  tests  for  guaiacol.  The 
liquid  portion  of  the  "globules"  then  appeared  to  be  a  solution 
of  guaiacol,  or  guaiacol- like  body,  in  some  bland  oil.  . 

The  "Systemic  Wafers":  These  were  practically  completely 
soluble  in  water,  yielding  a  slightly  turbid  solution.  They 
were  sweetish  in  taste  and  slowly  soluble  in  the  mouth, 
'  resembling  milk  augar.  Tests  for  milk  sugar  indicated  its 
presence.  Further  examination  indicated  the  absence  of 
metallic  constituents,  such  as  arsenic,  antimony,  mercury,  iron, 
manganese,  zinc,  magnesium  or  calcium.  Tests  for  alkaloids 
indicated  the  absence  of  alkaloids,  sucb  as  atropin,  strychnin, 
etc,  while  tests  for  such  substances  as  iodids,  bromids  and 
salicylates  indicated  their  absence.  From  the  examination  it 
was  concluded  that  the  tablets  were  essentially  milk  augar. 

The  "Lairative  Tahlet^' :  These  were  found  to  contain  a 
substance  having  a  faint,  peculiar  odor  and  a  very  bitter  taste. 
Tests  for  arsenic  and  other  heavy  metals  indicated  their  ab' 
sence,  and  the  tablets  did  not  respond  to  teats  for  alkaloids. 
The  bitter  taste  and  the  use  for  which  the  tablets  were  intended, 
pointed  to  the  possible  presence  of  aloin  or  aloes,  and  apprO' 
priate  tests  proved  that  aloin  or  aioes  and  a  small  quantity  of 
starch  were  present.  From  the  tests  made,  it  was  assumed 
that  the  tablets  were  principally  aloes  or  aloin  with  some 
starch. 

The  "Plaema" :  This  substance  was  found  to  be  a  white  oint- 
ment or  salve  with  a  strong  odor  of  oil  of  wintergreen.  When 
subjected  to  steam  distillation  the  distillate  was  found  to 
contain  material  having  the  odor  of  wintergreen,  while  the 
residue  in  the  distillation  ilOsk  possessed  an  odor  resembling 
oil  of  cloves.  The  "plasma"  when  extracted  with  ether  yielded 
a  substance  which  had  the  properties  of  stearic  acid  and  the 
portion  soluble  in  water  had  the  properties  of  a  stearic  acid 
soap.  The  substance  also  contained  a  small  quantity  of  a 
j^ummy  substance  resemblinji  tragacanth.  Tests  indicated  the 
absence  of  metals  and  alkaloids.  It  was  concluded  that. the 
"plasma"  was  essentially  a  stearic  acid  ointment  containifig  as 
its  chief  ingredient  oil  of  wintergreen  and  small  quantities  of 
other  oils. 
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"Oxonol" :  This  liquid  poaacsaed  an  aromatic  odor  and  was 
soluble  in  slcobol.  ether  and  in  chlorofOTm,  but  insoluble  in 
water.  When  extracted  Buecesslvely  with  various  solventa 
fractions  were  obtained  which  resembled  such  essential  oila 
aa  aassafraa,  peppermint  and  eucalyptus.  No  alkaloida  or  other 
potent  drugs  were  found.  From  the  above  properties  "Ozonol" 
waa  aaaumed  to  be  a  mixture  of  aromatic  oils  resembling 
sassafras,  peppermint  and  eucalyptus. 

The  chemists'  report  thus  conHrms  what  has  been  said  over 
and  over  again,  viz.,  that  quacks  and  medical  fakers  use  either 
absolutely  worthleas  preparations  or  else  endon  well-km>wn 
and  commonly -used  drugs  with  virtuea  that  they  do  not  pos- 
sess. To  suppose  that  rubbing  an  ointment  of  tallow  and 
wintergreen  on  the  chest  would  cure  consumption  is  as  foolish 
33  to  believe  that  taking  sugar  tablets  internally  or  tiiat 
sniffing  the  vapors  of  oil  of  peppermint  or  sassafras  would 
accomplish  the  same  end. 

The  fact  is  the  drugs  sent  out  by  Hill  will  not  cure  consump- 
tion, either  in  the  first,  second  or  any  other  stage  of  the  dis- 
ease. That  they  may  easily  upset  the  digestive  apparatus  of 
the  person  taking  them  is  evident  to  any.  physician,  and  the 
danger  of  such  a  result  becomes  apparent  when  it  is  remem- 
bered that  the  chief  hope  of  the  consumptive  is  an  unimpaired 
ability  to  digest  food. 

TESTIMOSIALS TWO   KINDS 

With  each  of  Hill's  follow-up  letters  testimonials  are  sent. 
These  are  of  two  kinds:  One  kind  purports  to  come  from 
"patiente"  telling  how  they  were  "cured";  tlie  other  emanates 
from  "prominent  business  and  professional  men,"  and  are 
printed  to  show  Hill's  "standing,  both  as  a  man  and  physi- 
cian." Of  the  latter,  four  of  the  testimonials  are  purely  per- 
sonal and  not  professional.  The  use  Hill  has  made  of  them, 
.  however,  practically  means  that  they  are  an  endorsement  of 
his  "treatment."  Hill  is  one  of  those  pious  humbugs  who  work 
their  church  affiliations  to  the  limit  In  the  exploitation  of 
fake  "cures."  It  is  said  that  he  used  to  be  in  the  ministry, 
and  that  even  after  opening  his  fakery  at  Jackson  he  was  a 
pretty  regular  attendant  at  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Jackson 
Ministerial  Association,  where  he  not  only  partioipated  in  the 
discussions,  but  occasionally  contributed  papers.  Ei'en  as 
recently  as  Dec.  18,  1510,  a  Jackson  newspaper  contained  a 
"Christmas  Sermonette"  by  John  L.  Hill  entitled  ''Christ  the 
Wonderful  One."  These  incongruous  mixtures  of  paeudo-piety 
and  quackery — and  they  are  not  uncommon — must  make  the 
thinking  marvel  and  the  religious  grieve. 

The  four  pastors,  whose  endorsements  Hill  has  used,  were 
vritten  to  and  their  attention  called  to  the  use  Hilt  was  mak- 
ing of  their  letters.  Here  are  some  excerpts  from  the  replies 
received: 
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8ay»  Rev.  R.  E.  Macdvf:  "I  knew  then  Jat  the  time  the  let- 
ter WBB  writtenl  nothing  about  hia  quack  nostruni,  hta  metliod, 
the  fraud  being  practiced  on  the  aiek.  ...  I  deaire 
earnestly  that  it  shall  be  understood  hy  the  American  (mrd- 
ical)    profession   that  I   ahaolutely  repudiate  ilie  letter  given 

which  ia  being  used  as  never  intended I  have  been 

deceived  and  imposed  on,   like  a  large  number  of  good   men 

Says  Rev.  F.  TV.  Fraser:  "I  advised  Dr.  Hill  and  aaked  him 
to  discontinue  the  use  of  tlie  testimonial." 

Says  Rev.  R.  W.  Van  Kirk:  "I  did  not  know  he  waa  going 
into  the  mail-order  business  when  1  wrote  the  commendstion, 
and  am  quite  unwilling  that  he  should  make  merchandise  in 
liny  way  of  my  name." 

Says  Rev.  Bastian  Smils:  "I  have  requested  Dr.  J.  L.  Hill 
to  cut  out  my  recommendation  from  all  of  his  printed  mat- 
ter.   He  has  honored  this  request." 

80UE    MEDICAL   ENDORSBMBirra 

Of  the  other  miscellaneous  testimonials  from  "pTonunent 
.  .  professional  men"  is  one  from  S.  M.  Angle,  M.D,,  of 
Jackson,  Mich.  In  appraising  the  value  of  this  testimony,  it 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that  Dr.  Angle  is  at  present  "consult- 
ing physician"  for  the  other  Jackson  "consumption  cure"  fraud, 
the  Lung  GermJne  Company;  furthermore,  he  is  a  "women's 
apeeialist"  of  the  usual  advertising  type,  and  within  the  past 
few  weeks  the  newspapers  that  carry  hia  advertisement  have 
chronicled  his  arrest  on  the  charge  of  selling  cocain  to  17-year- 
old  boya.  Apropos  of  mail-order  medical  men  writing  testi- 
monials for  each  other:  A  fulsome  puff  of  the  Van  VIeck 
"pile  cure" — another  Jackson  industry — 13  credited  by  that 
concern  to  Dr.  J.  L.  Hill.  Another  of  Dr.  Hill's  endorsers  is 
Dr  H.  F.  Wertz  of  Jackaon.  Wertz  advertises  to  "cure  with 
my  home  treatment"  the  "worst  cases"  of  ulcer  of  the  stom- 
ach and  many  other  conditions  too  numerous  to  be  given.  Dr. 
W,  T,  Bobo,  a  "goiter  cure"  advertiser  of  Battle  Creek,  Mich., 
adds  his  mite  of  testimony  to  the  sterling  value  of  J.  Lawrence 
Hill,  A.M.,  D.D.,  M.D.  On  another  page  we  reproduce  some 
of  the  advertisements  of   this   trio. 

PATIEBTS'   TESTIMONIALS 

Testimonials  from  patients,  as  we  have  shown  repeatedly, 
mean  little.  Those  that  are  honestly  given  come  from  one  of 
two  classes  of  individuals;  (1)  People  who  are  teally  danger- 
ously ill,  and  who,  in  the  optimism  that  every  new  "treatment" 
inspires,  write  praising  the  "cure";  (2)  those  who,  having 
nothing  seriously  the  matter  with  them,  naturally  recover  from 
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the  passing  iadisposition  and  credit  their  recovery  to  what- 
ever they  may  have  taken.  This  may  be  laid  down  as  an 
axiom:  No  sufferer  from  tuberculosis  ever  got  well  from  the 
"treatment"  sent  out  by  mail-order  consumption  cure  quacka. 

We  investigated  some  of  the  cases  of  consumption  in  patients 
whom  Hill  claims,  either  directly  or  by  implication,  to  have 
cured.  Space  will  not  permit  us  to  do  more  than  give  very 
briefly  the  result  of  the  inquiries.  Following  are  the  names  of 
individuals  whose  testimonials  are  given  as  samples  of  the 
"cnres"  of  consumption  which  Hill  achieves; 

Fmnk  Wachter,  Lockport,  III.:  Died  Sept.  6,  1908.  The, 
testimonial,  however,  wa'a  still  doing  duty  in  the  latter  part 
of  1910! 

fianey  Tovmesly,  Shatcnee,  Oklo.:  No  one  of  that  nitme 
could  be  found.  The  city  directories  for  the  past  six  years 
failed  to  show  the  name. 

Quo  Bruce,  Hartford,  Wis..-  Died  March  5,  1009.  Testi- 
monial still  used  in  the  fall  of  1910. 

Uias  Young,  South  Haven,  Miih.:  A  South  Haven  physician 
writes;  "In  my  opinion,  judging  from  my  observations  of  her 


riioti^rapblc  rpprodiicllon  Iroduccd)  of  llic  ailvcPltBcmmts  of 
bis  sterling  wortb. 

for  the  last  ten  years,  she  has  never  had  tuberculosis.  At  all 
times  she  has  presented  the  appearance  of  a  strong  healthy 
girl." 

Hiss  Ida  Schuliz,  Amherst,  Wis,:  Died  Aug.  21.  1000. 
The  testimonial  still  lives. 

Mrs.  Mary  Eaiekina,  Gleo,  Okla.:  A  physician  in  Cleo 
writes:  "The  only  Mrs.  Hawkins  in  this  vicinity  is  said,  by 
those  who  have  known  her  many  years,  (o  be  a,  strong  heaithy 
woman,  with  no  suspicion  of  tuberculosis." 


J  ■,  Google 
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So  much  for  the  teatimonials.    Dr.  Hill,  within  the  past  few 

moiillis    lias    grown    ivary.      Like    every    other    consumption 


"Consumption  la  Curable." 


nd  Specikl  Pott  Gndtuta  Couria 
n  tbe  P«l  Gruliule  Medical  Collet* 
:hie.(D,  Speeiiliiini  in  Tuherca- 
■•  of  ll»  iuBfi,  June- July,  1909 


rholoeiaplile  irriroductlon  of  .1  card  si-nt  oiil  by  Hill  to 
hiB  proHpfcllve  vJetlmB.  Note  lUat  be  slates  that  ho  Is  a  graduate 
of  tbe  UnWcrslty  of  BiJlDbiir»:h,  Scotland :  llie  rettlstrair  ot  tbst 
iDstltutlon  stales  that  Hill's  Dame  does  not  apitoar  on  tbeir  books 
as  a  Bradiiale;  Since  this  artli  le  waKwrlttcn  lILll  sends  out  a  card 
Kimllar  to  this  one  in  every  d.'lail  i;,\ci:i'r  tii.it  all  befehence  to 
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"cure"  exploiter,  he  lias  found  that  testinionials  prove  boom- 
erangB.  Ue  now,  therefore,  omits  tlie  Dames  and  addressua  on 
the  testimonials  sent  out,  but  states  that  th'ey  "will  be  (jiven 
jou  on  request."  One  of  liis  latest  sheets  oi  testimonials  con- 
dets  of  answers  to  queries  mailed  to  a  number  of  his 
"patients."  The  queries  are  alleged  to  have  been  sent  by  "an 
anxious  seeker  after  health,"  and  were  signed  "F.  L.  C."  Is 
it  possible  that  Mr.  F.  L.  Childs,  the  vice-president  and  owner 
of  nearly  half  of  tlie  stock  in  the  Hill  concern  and  alleged 
proprietor  of  a,  Kalamaioo  "constipation  cure"  is  the  "an>;iou8 
meeker  after  health" — E,nd  testimonials! 


L   QUALIFICATIONS 

Just  a  word  in  closing  about  J.  Lawrence  Hill,  A.M.,  D.D., 
il.D.  He  is  a,  graduate  of  the  Chicago  Homeopathic  Medical 
College,  1894.  In  his  advertisements  he  claims  to  be  a  gradu- 
ate of  Edinburgh  University,  Scotland.  Hill  used  to  prac- 
tice in  Battle  Creek,  Calhoun  County,  Mich.  In  Ft-bruary, 
1396,  he  filed  his  physician's  certificate,  as  the  law  requires, 
with  the  county  clerk  of  Calhoun  County,  and,  according  to 
the  court  records,  he  at  that  time  stated  under  oath  that  he 
was  "a  graduate  of  Edinburgh  Medical  College,  Scotland." 
Inquiry  made  of  the  authorities  of  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh brought  the  following  reply  from  the  registrar  of  the 
university: 

"The  name  J.  Lawrence  Hill  rfoes  not  appear  in  any  of 
our  lists  o/  graduates,  but  we  find  the  following  entries 
in  Matriculation  Records  (a  search  having  been  made  for 
the  period  1836  to  1894): 

"  '1877-8  John  Lawrence  Hill,  Pontypool,  age  20,  Arts 
Ist." 
"  '1878-9  J.  L.  Hill,  Edinburgh,  age  27,  Arta  2nd.' 
"No. other  entry  appears  which  gives  the  slightest  indi- 
cation of  bearing  on  the  case." 
Which  is  correct?     Hill's  statement  or  the  registrar's!     If 
Ihe  latter,  does  it  place  Hill  in  the  serious  position  of  hav- 
ing committed  perjury  t     In  cr.y  case  it  seems  to  be  a  mafter 
into  which  the  Michigan  authorities  may  well  look. 

COMCLUSIOBS 

To  sum  up  Uhat  dots  this  micati^-alion  of  th,  Hill  con 
sumption  cure"  show? 

Fw3t  The  Hill  consumption  cure  Is  chiefly  owned  and  con 
trolled  by  men  whose  only  qiialitication  fo"-  creating  disease  is 
that  they  are  business  men  financially  interested  in  other  med 
leal  fakes 

hecond  The  claims  : 
liircotlj  or  by  implicatio 
coniumptiOJl   are  cruel  and  hnrlless  fiKehoods 
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Third:  The  methods  employed  to  capture  Tictima,  by  means 
of  speciously  worded  circular  letters  disguised  as  personal 
communications,  are  an  impositioa,  if  not  an  actual  fraud,  ou 
the  ignorant  or  credulous. 

Fourth:  The  drugs  sent  out  by  Hill  as  a  "trial  treatment" 
are  worthless  as  a  cure  for  consumption. 

Fifth:  In  printing  endorsements  of  himself,  which  Hill 
received  from  ministers  of  the  gospel,  he  grossly  abused  the 
confidence  of  men  who  did  not  know  the  use  to  which  their 
letters  were  to  be  put. 

Sixth:  The  testimonials  from  physicians  which  Hill  pub- 
lishes have  been  sliown  to  emanate  in  some  cases  from  men 
who  themselves  are  employed  in  exploiting  medical  fakes. 

Seventh:  The  claim  Hill  makes  of  being  &  graduate  of 
Edinburgh  University  has  been  shown  to  be  as  false  as  the 
claims  made  for  the  nostrum  he  exploits. 

Can  a  much  more  disgraceful  business  than  the  various  "con- 
sumption cure"  humbugs  be  imagined?  Founded  on  fraud, 
maintained  by  deceit,  perpetuated  by  falsehood — the  sick  are 
exploited  to  pay  dividends  on  corporate  quackery.  How  much 
longer  will  this  outrage  on  the  unfortunate  victims  of  the 
White  Plague  be  tolerated?  It  not  for  humanitarian  reasons, 
then  for  its  own  protection,  at  least,  society  should  demand 
that  such  cruel  frauds  be  suppressed.  Their  existence  is  a 
menace  to  public  health  and  a  disgrace  to  modern  ciTilization. 
(Prom  The  Joarnal  A.  M.  A.,  Jan.  U,  tSll.) 


LUNG  GERHINE 

Lung  Germine,  which  ia  advertised  as  having  cured  "severe 
and  advanced  cases  of  consumption,"  is'  put  on  the  market  by 
the  Lung  Germine  Company  of  Jackson,  Mich.  The  "medical 
director"  of  this  concern  is  one  C.  R.'  Wendt,  M.D.;  who  claims 
to  be  a  graduate  of  Leipsic  University  of  Germany.  When  the 
authorities  of  the  University  of  Leipsic  were  written  to  they 
replied  that  "it  has  not  been  possible  to  find  a  C.  R.  Wendt" 
in  the  records  of  physicians  who  have  received  the  degree  of 
doctor  of  medicine  at  that  institution! 

The  necessary  air  of  mystery  is  given  to  Lung  Germine  by 
advertising  it  as  having  been  discovered  by  "an  old  German 
Doctor  Scientist."  The  method  of  reaching  the  public  is  the 
usual  one — tiia  those  newspapers  or  magazines  whgse  advertis- 
ing conscience  is  atrophied  or  unborn. 

now    VICTIMS    ABB    OAUOHT 

The  victim  who  answers  one  of  these  advertisements  re- 
ceives a  form  letter  gotten  up  to  represent  a  personal  com- 
munication; he  also  gets  a  "free  trial  treatment"  of  the 
"cure."    It  is  carefully  explained  that  the  regular  size  treat- 


CONSUMPTIOX     CURES  109 

meat  coetg  $5.00  and  will  be  sent  on  receipt  of  price.  Ten 
daya  later  if  the  proapective  victim  still  fails  to  bite,  he 
gets  anotlier  form  letter  in  whicli  lie  is  again  urged  to  send 
for  the  "cure."     Should  even  this  fail  to  cause  him  to  aend  in 


AreYourLungsWeakorPainful 


TnsE  An  Resuhh  Svhfthu  «  Unw  Tmmu  a 

CONSUMPTION 


r  I LDNG-CERMINE  CO,  4ft6RM  Block,  jKluon.  Mkh,^ 

Photogrnphlc  reproduction — much  redo  ceil — of  one  of  a  series 
"'  LuDR  (Jcrmine  aUvertlsemonta  whicli  have  appeared  wllliin 
tile  past  few  mouths.  This  adverclsemeut  la  the  orlgiual  measureiJ 
'■>  lir  15  4nches. 

an  order,  a  third  form  letter  follows  in  two  weeks'  time  in 
''hich  the  reduced  price  of  $3.00  is  made.  Eleven  days  later, 
if  the  money  is  still  not  enticed  out  of  the  victim's  pocket, 
comes  form  letter  No.  4  in  which  he  is  urged  to  deposit  $5.00 


)Oglf 
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witli  liis  local  banker  to  be  lield  in  trust  fcpr  one  month  and 
to  be  returned  at  the  end  of  that  time  if  be  lias  not  noted 
"benefit  or  favorable  clianges"  id  that  time.  In  three  more 
weeks  the  last  attempt  to  get  the  patient's  money  is  made  by 
means  of  form  letter  No.  5.  In  this  the  eompany  states  that 
it  is  "going  to  do  something  which  is  absolutely  agaiuat  our 
buaiiiees  principles,  in  one  more  effort  to  introduce  Lung 
Germine  in  your  locality."  The  "something"  ia  an  oflcr  to 
accept  a  mere  $2.00  for  ''one  full  month's  treatment  of  Lung 
Germine,  the  regular  price  of  which  would  otherwise  be  $5.00." 


A  pbotographtc  reproduction  of  the  guarantee  which 
liga[Iy  Is  prababi;  Talld  la  aeluallT  wurtblesa  and  but  ar 
bait  tor  the  unwaiy  nnd  taslh  guHi^  confluniptlYe  Tb 
guarantee  would  te  an  equal!)  ^fe  commtrclal  priponltlon 
ixpJolt  r  of  mere  hydrant  nater   It  inch  water  wcrt  sold  ut 


If  this  doesn  t  bring  the  money  the  Lung  Germine  Company 
char{,e9  the  form  letters  postage  and  free  trial  treatment 
up  to  profit  and  loss  and  closes  the  accoant 

TEE    WORTHLESS    QUARANTGX 

With  the  firflt  letter  and  trial  treatment  a  positive 
guarantee  blank  is  sent  of  which  the  company  makes  much 
Briefly  it  guarantees  that  the  company  will  return  the 
money  paid  for  the  first  months  treatment  proiided  that 
ro  benefit  or  faiorable  changes  are  made  in  the  patients 
condition  <lurxng  that  ttme  [Italics  ours  — El>  ]  The  follow 
ing  rules    ho»e\er    rau?t  be  complied  with 
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"Tbe  patient  must  jise  all  o(  tbiB' first  month'*  treitmeDt  In  order 
lo  mHke  use  of  tliis  guarantee. 

"The  patient  must  csrefally  follow  directions  and  tbe  InstrnctloDS 
M  the  Medical  Director  of  the  Company,  and  report-  the  eiact  condl- 

tlutuig  the  Urat  tnittj  daja'  treatment" 

From  wha.t  every  pbyaician  knows  of  coDBUmptivea  it  is 
eae;  to  see  tbat  tbe  Lung  Germlne  Compan;  runs  about  one 
chance  in  ten  tliousand  of  baring  to  return  the  five  dollars 
paid  tor  the  first  montb's  "treatment."  If  the  nostrum  con- 
aiated  of  dish-water  colored  pink  the  "guarantee"  described 
ttbote  would  be  an  equally  safe  cotnmercial  proposition — for 
the  diepenser  of  the  diab-wateT. 

If  the  guarantee  promised  to  return  ntl  mosey  paid  in  to 
the  concern  for  a  "treatment"  providing  there  was  "no  benefit 
or  favorable  changes"  at  tbe  end  of  the  "course"  instead  of 
daring  it,  the  Lung  Qermine  Company  would  be  bankrupt  in 
six  months — if  it  honestly  carried  out  the  terms  of  its  guar- 
anty. The  "guarantee"  may  legally  be  all  that  these  nostrum 
exploiters  claim  for  it;  morally  and  practically  It  isn't  worth 
the  paper  it  is  printed  on. 


Oq  the  left  U  B  notice  tbat  appeared  In  the  Lung  CHrrmine  Monthly 
Bulletin  for  March..  1B09 :  It  consists  of  a  letter,  hopftul  in  tone, 
from  a  Tlctlm  of  this  "cure."  On  the  right  la  a  notice  regarding  the 
same  Individual  from  a  local  newspaper  a  year  later.  I^la  explains 
why  the  Bulletin  prints  letters  only  from  those  who  ace  beginning 
"treatment." 

TKSTIMOKUXS    FBOM    BBOIMNEBS 

As  an  accessory  to  its  form  letters  and  booklets,  etc.,  the 
Lung  Gennine  Company  sends  out  each  month  what  it  calls 
the  Lung  Qermine  Monthly  Bulletin.  This  consists  of  testi- 
monials from  victims  who  have  just  started  the  "treatment" 
and  who  naturally  enough  write  fnvorably  of  it.  The  com- 
pany states  that: 

"The  BuIIstl*  does  not  pnblleb  letters  or  reports  from  cared 
pattents." 

The  reason  is  obvious,  though  commercially  speaking  making 
a  virtue  of  a  very  evident  necessity  is  clever  even  though 
conscienceless.  Should  the  Lung  Gcrmine  Company  attempt 
to  keep  track  ,of  their  victims  and  publish  a  "monthly  bulle- 
tin" detailing  the  condition  of  the  unfortunates  two  or  three 
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yeara  after  Inking  the  "treatment,"  such  a  piiblieation  would 
be  composed  largely  of  obituary  notices.  Not  entirely,  of 
course,  because  there  is  always  a  goodly  number  of  neurotic 
iiidividuala  who  are  convinced  that  they  have  oome  one  or 
more  fatal  diseaseH — of  tlieir  own  diagnosing — and  who  after 
taking  a  course  of  self- prescribed  "treatment"  are  with  equnl 
focility  able  to  declare  themselves  "cured.">  It  is  from  tliis 
claBB  of  hypochondriacs  that  the  most  dangerouH  of  "tcati- 
moniaU"  come — whether  they  be  for  a  "patent  medicine"  or 
for  Christian  Science. 

WHAT  THE  TBSTIUOniALS  ABE  WOBTH 

This  ia  indicated  by  the  replies  received  from  phyaidana  in 

regard  to  some  of  the  "cases"  reported  in  the  Lung  Gennine 

Bulletin.    TtlB  Jovbnal  sent  tetters  of  inquiry  to  physicians 

regarding  the  condition  of  "patients"  whose  names  appeared 


Current  Reports  from  Lung-Gerr 


..  of  the  Lone 

■menC   la  pad? 

ot  reports  from  cared 

...  beginning  "Irestni'. 

im  IbuD  those  tbat  mlgbl 


e  of  the  older  BulUlin«.    In  each  case  the  poor  victim 

had  written  telling  of  the  wonderful  improvement  that  Lnng 
(ierminc  had  wrought;   here  are  facts  as  given  by  the  local 

physicians: 


Rroanlinji  C.  I 


y.  of  W.  Va.; 
lit.  f  "■ 
(be 


ice  ot  C.  G.  N.- 
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Rtsvrdtng  A.  U.  of  La.:    "Bepljlog  to  foort  <a  tl 

tire  to  A.  M.,  will  bb;  tblB  parly  died  abont  2  yean  ago. 
Rtearding  A.  W.  M.  of  Ark.:     "There  Ib  no  Bneh  Indtvldnal  here." 
Resarding  Mrs.  B.   E.  of  Ala.;      "I   am  confldent   Mrs.    E.   had  DO 

Resariling  Uti.  L.  U.  of  Ato..'     "Hra.  L.  M.  baa  alwa^a  beeo  afraid 

■he  noQid  develop  tuberculoala  but  Bhe  has  never  had  EC." 
Rcftordtnir  T.  B.  of  Okla.:  "Be  did  not  have  tubercnleaia." 
BegarSing  Mrs.  U.  Q.  of  La.:    "PoBltlvely  ahe  baa  aerer  had  any 

trace  ol  tuberculous  trouble." 
Btgarding  A.  M.  T.  of  La.:    "Did  not  have  tuberculoslB." 
Regariiiiio  Mre.  L.  C.  of  Tfitn,:   "Sever  heard  of  such  a  peraon." 


A  ph^dldan  in  76X40  wbo  %Frote  for  information  about  thie 
fake  Htated  that  be  ha^i  a  patient  who  has  persisted  in  taking 
Lung  Genuine.  The  condition  of  the  patient  before  and  after 
a  two  month's  "course"  of  "treatment"  with  this  nostrum 
ii  thus  described  b^  the  physician: 

"Tbt  tnbercnlona  patch  tn  the  apper  lobe  of  the  left  long  wai 
■boat  the  Blie  of,  or  poaaibly  a  little  larger,  than  a  BllTer  dollar 
wbeD  1  examined  her  abont  tfvo  weeka  before  she  began  the  wonder- 
Inl  'cure,'  and  the  cose  bad  been  statloDHry  abont  bIi  months.  Two 
Beete  after  the  cesaation  of  the  two  month's  treatment  with  LuuR 
Oerraliie  I  found  the  dlaeaae  had  advanced  about  SO  per  cent.  The 
whole  ot  the  upper  lobe  of  the  left  lung  was  luTolved  and  the 
proceSB  bad  extended  to  the  lower'  portion  of  tbe  npper  lobe  and  tbe 


That  the  etufT  not  only  has  no  value  but  is  absolutely 
harmful,  as  the  above  report  indicates,  is  not  sm^prising  in 
the  light  of  tbe  analysis  mode  by  the  Association  laboratory 
which  follows: 

REPOBI  OF  THE  L&BOBAIOBE 

A  bottle  of  Lung  Germine.  which  had  been  purchased 
directly  from  the  Lung  Germine  Company  was  aubniitted 
to  the  Association  laboratory  for  examination.  The  bottle 
holding  2  ounces  of  a  light  brown  liquid  is  labeled  as 
follows ; 

LUNG  GERMINE 


GERIUN  TREATMENT  FOK 

CONSUMPTION 

M  DIUUH  tl  Thi  Igsgt  ud  BroBcmil  T>Imi 
CONTAINS  14%  ALCOHOL 

form  nitb  Ue  tr.  S,  .turn  FikkI  Bad  Urus 


Lung  Germine  is  a  light  brown,  transparent  liquid 
possessing  an  alcoholic  odor,  resembling  sberrj'  wine,  and 
a  sharp  acid  taste.  Qualitative  examination  of  the  prepa- 
ration indicated  the  presence  of  alcohol,  sulphuric  add 
and atrace  of  ash,  containing  iron,  phosphates,  sodium  and 
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potasiium.  Further  testa  indicated  tlie  absence  of  alka-. 
loidSi  iodids,  bromida,  chlorids,  nitrates,  phosphates  and 
metals,  other  than  those  present  in  minute  traees  in  the 
ash.  From  the  results  of  the  quantitative  examination  it 
u  concluded  that  Lung  Genuine  is  essentially  a  mixture 
of  sulphuric  acid,  wine,  fortified  b;  alcohol,  and  water,  in 
approxiniBtelj'  the  following  quanUties; 

Alcohol  (absolnte)   44  per  cent. 

Sulphuric  add  (H|80,) 4  per  cent. 

Wafer    GS  per  cent 


From  this  it  appears  that  at  least  6ome  specimens  of  this 
nostrum  are  misbranded  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  in 
that  it  contains  over  40  per  cent,  of  alcohol  while  adnutting 
on  the  label  the  presence  of  only  14  per  cent.  The  directions 
state  thAt  5  drops  should  be  taken  in  water  three  times  a 
day  and  this  is  increased  up  to  16  or  17  drops  within  a  week 
or  so.  As  a  five-dollar  bottle  of  the  stuff  only  holds  two 
ounces  it  is  evident  that  the  so-called  "month's  treatment" 
really  amounts  only  to  a  little  more  than  two  week's  treat- 

The  vlciousness  of  the  traffic  in  health  and  even  life  ia 
which  the  exploiters  of  "consumption  cures"  are  engaged,  has 
time  and  again  been  referred  to  in  these  pages.  Yet  to  the 
physician  the  facta  are  as  old  as  liis  practice.  He  knows  the 
tragedy  of  hope  deferred  and  precious  time  wasted  in  the 
cases  of  the  poor  dupes  who  fall  into  the  clutches  of  thess 
ghouls.  He  knows,  as  none  other  than  the  victim  himself 
knows,  how  difficult  it  is  to  get  the  consumptive  to  live  the 
only  life  tliat  holds  out  hope  for  him.  It  is  almost  impossible 
to  convince  the  layman  suffering  from  tuberculosis  that  there 
is  no  specific  drug  remedy  for  his  ailment.  Add  to  this 
inbred  belief  the  specious  claims  and  honeyed  lies  of  the 
.quack  and  the  temptation  to  squander  money  on  the  worse 
than  worthless  nostrums  becomes  well-nigh  irresistible. 

The  consumptive  must  be  protected  against  himself  and 
against  those  moral  outcasts  who  would  fatten  on  tiie  despair 
and  weakness  of  the  mortally  ill.  There  is  but  one  way  to  do 
this  effectively  and  that  is  for  physicians  to  enlighten  the 
public  on  the  possibilities  and  the  limitations  of  modem 
therapeutics.  When  this  has  been  thoroughly  done  mail- 
order medicine  concerns  will  cease  to  exist,  because  then  every 
intelligent  lay  jury  would  take  the  attitude  that  they  are 
fraudulent — an  attitude  which  at  present,  unfortunately,  ia 
by  no  means  universal.  (From  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  Aug. 
6,  19  JO.) 

[After  tile  article  on  Lung  fl ermine"  appeared  in  The 
JouBNAi.,  C,  R.  Wendt,  its  "medical  director,"  who  claimed  to 
be  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Leipsic,  hut  was  not,  and 
who   held   himself   out   as   a   licensed   pliysician   in   Michigan 
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although  he  was  not,  died.  Since  then  the  Lung-GermiDe 
Company  has  employed  such  professional  renegades  as  it  could 
get  ti>  act  as  consulting  physician  for  the  concern.  The  ftret 
one  waa  S.  M.  Angle,  a  "women's  specialiet"  of  the  usual 
advertising  type  who  had  written  a  testimonial  for  the  Hill 
conaumption  cure  fraud  in  tlie  same  city.  Soon  after  Angle's 
connection  with  the  Lung-Qermine  Company,  the  newspapers 
published  an  account  of  his  arrest  on  the  charge  ot  selling 
cocaia  to  young  boys.  Later,  Angle  seems  to  hare  left  Jaclc- 
8on  and  to  have  been  associated  with  an  organization  of 
trarelling  quacks  which  does  buainess  Tinder  the  name  "United 
Doctors."  During  this  period,  the  Lung-Cermine  Company 
Motified  its  victims  that  Dr.  J.  P.  Will  was  its  consulting  phy- 
sician. It  was  not  long,  however,  before  Angle  was  back  in 
Jacltaon  with  his  name  on  the  stationery  of  the  Lung-Germine 
Company.  Apparently,  a  mail-order  consumption  cure  is  a 
letter  paying  proposition  than  itinerant  quackery.] 

MELLEH'S    IHTEBNATIONAL    INSTITUTE 
The  "Ctire" 

We  have  received  from  varioua  sources  inquiries  relative 
to  a  Chicago  concern  known  as  the  International  Institute  for 
the  Treatment  of  Tuberculosis.  Physicians  have  written  say- 
ing that  their  patients  have  been  approached  by  the  agents 
of  this  "institute,"  and  that  the  extravagance  of  the  claims 
nude  for  the  "treatment"  are  equaled  only  by  the  esorbi- 
UnDe  of  the  charges. 

When  we  began  to  investigate  the  "International  Institute" 
we  found  at  the  outset  that  its  founder  and  ruling  spirit  and 
'be  "inventor"  of  its  "treatment"  was  one  Orlando  Edgar 
filler — an  individual  of  whom  we  shall  have  something  to 
say  later. 

TUB  "tbeatmbst" 

In  the  booklet  issued  by  the  "Institute"  we  are  told: 

"This  long  looked  for  treatment  and  cure  far  tuberculOBlB  Is  a 
combination  of  purely  vflgetabLe  substances  [Heminda  dec  ot  the  late 
'ameuted  Lydla  Plnliham  !]  wblch,  administered  bjpodermati rally, 
prodnces  three  effects  on  the  aystem,  y\x.  :  Sleep,  Kelaiation.  Elim- 
ination." 

And  there  we  have  it.  Not,  of  course,  that  we  know  much 
more  about  it  now  than  we  did  before,  but  we  know  as  much 
aa  a  physician's  limited  knowledge  of  drugs  makes  it  safe  for 
him  to  know.  For  in  the  same  booklet  the  reason  giveh  for 
not  divulging  the  identity  of  this  marvelous  medicament  is 
that  physicians  are  "unacquainted  with  the  actions  of  one' of 
the  drugs  which  we  use  and  which  is  of  recent  origin,  and  is 
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probabl;r  not  used  for  any  purpose  by  one  physician  in .  a 
thouB&nd."    Therefore,  to  tronBerre  the  ItitereBt  of  the  patient's 

health — and  incidentally  the  "institute's"  flnances — the  world 
is  going  to  be  kept  in  ignorance  of  this,  the  great  and  only 
cure  for  tuberculoBis.  However,  "when  a  sufficient  number  of 
physicians  have  ac^knowledged  the  results  obtained,  then  the 
formula  and  methods  of  adrainistrfttion  will  be  given  to  the 
medical  profEssion."  Meantime,  brinp  along  your  phthisical 
patients  and  Orlando  Edgar  Miller,  Ph.D.,  late  professor  of 
eugenics  and  sanitary  science,  late  "dope"  curiat,  late  rupture 
curist,  late  numerous  other  things,  will  cure  them,  Almost 
while  you  wait — for  a  consideration. 

Incidental  to  the  "hypodermics"  there  is  rest  and  forced 
feeding  and  it  would  indeed  be  strange  if  some  tuberculous 
paticnta  when  put  to  bed  and  given  an  abundance  of  nour- 
ishing food  did  not  feel  improved.  Add  to  this,  also,  the 
psychic  stimulation  produced  by  the  wildly  extrevag&nt  prom- 
ises of  health,  and  we  find  sufficient  reasons  to  account  for 
any  testimonials  that  may  be  obtained  from  patients  in  the 
early  stages  of  this  or  any  other  "treatmcDt." 

WHAT  THE  "TBEATUBHT"   COSTS 

When  a,  prospective  patient  writes  for  information  regard- 
ing the  "cure"  ajtd  its  application,  he  is  told; 


sanitarium   In   Wisconsin." 
Of  the  expenses  to  be  incured  he  is  informed: 

"Our  minlmnm  charsea  are  (20.00  per  veA  as  hospital  eipeDSCB, 

.^^   ..,Kr.^r.  ,„  . — . .  ...      11.  "turse,  wbere  cases  are 

1    Bomewbat    htgher. 
e  1 350,  DO  )□  advance. 


One  nifty  wonder  from  what  class  of  patients  this  "Insti- 
tute" will  accept  the  minimum  treatment  fee  of  $250.  This 
question  is  answered  in  the  pamphlet  which  is  sent  out  to 
.  prospective  victims; 


Evidently  so  long  as  the  patient  is  not  positively  moribund, 
his  money  is  acceptable.  And  what  may  the  patient  expect  if 
he  pays  his  money  and  takes  the  "treatment"! 

"Question  :   What  class  of  patients  ma;  hope  tor  recovery?" 
"Answbb  :     All   may   eipect   ultimate  recovery   excepting  those 
who  bave  serious  com  plications  below  tbe  diaphragm." 

ThiH  "purely  vegetable,"  "hypodermatic,"  "eliminative" 
treatment,  therefore,  ceases  to  be  effective  beiow  the  dia- 
phragm. Wh>.t  such  statements  mean  to  the  public — and 
what  doubtless  they  are  intended  to  mean^is,  that  any  suf- 
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ferer  from  tuberculosis  of  the  throat  or  lungs,  no  raatter 
how  near  to  death's  door  be  may  be,  "maj  expect  ultimate 
recovery  if  he  possesses  monej'  enough  to  take  the  0.  E. 
Miller  "treatment"  and  vitality  enough  "to  turn  over  in  bed." 

THE  m8TrruTE*a  PEEaoHBEL 
The  stationery  of  the  International  Institute  has  an  im- 
posing list  of  officers  of  the  concern  and  of  the  members  of 
its  "medical  department."  In  addition  to  having  a  Ph.D. 
(0.  E.  Miller)  for  president,  it  baa  an  A.M.  for  treasurer, 
an  LL.B.  for  secretary,  while  its  counsel  is  no  lese  a  person 


Photographic  reproduction  of  dlllerent  portions  of  a  booklet  Issiic 
by  MItter,  exploiting  bis  consumption  cure.  Note  Miller's  cupbi 
mlsttc  references  to  bis  various  medlcsl  enterprises;  note.  also,  th 
Htalement   that   Miller's   "treatment"   produces   "cures   ol   over  8 


than  an  ez-senator  of  the  United  States.  As  is  the  case  with 
BO  many  of  these  "institutes"  the  head  of  the  concern  is  not 
a  physician,  and  has,  therefore,  to  hire  men  who  are,  to  do  his 
work.  This,  imfortunately,  seems  to  have  been  easy  of  ac- 
complishment, as  we  find  the  names  of  no  fewer  than  seven 
physicians — four  of  Chicago,  one  of  Mlwaukee,  and  two  of 
Indianajtolia  on  the  stationery  as  members  of  the  "medical 
department"— to  say  nothing  of  an  osteopath. 
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On«  at  th«  Indiftiuipolia  memben  appears  to  bftve  been 
dnunming  up  trade  for  tha  "Inititute,"  aa  we  have  received 
from  physiciona  copies  of  k  pampUet  wbieli  is  being  dis- 
tributed, and  whose  title  page  reada  as  follows : 


THE    TKEATMKNT   OF   TCBBBCDL08I8. 


JOHN    T.    8C0TT,    U.D, 


WiSHiNinoN,  D.  C,  October,  1908. 

Needless  to  say,  the  treatment  referred  to  is  that  given 
by  the  International  Institute.  As  for  the  paper  being  "Pre- 
sented at  the  International  Congress  of  [onT]  Tuberculosis," 
the  secretary- general  of  the  congress  informs  us  that  the 
paper  "was  not  on  the  program  of  the  Congress  and  wui  not 
read  In  any  of  the  sections.     I  have  never  seen   this   paper 

That  the  concern  intends  to  extend  its  operations  is  evi- 
denced from  the  fact  that  the  attempt  has  already  been  made. 
In  the  local  newspaper  report  of  the  attempt  to  establish  a 
"sanitarium"  at  Rome,  Georgia,  we  read  that  the  Intematioaal 
Institute  already  has  "a  large  sanitarium  in  Chicagc,"  and 
that  branches  already  "bave  been  established  in  Wisconsin, 
Minnesota,  Michigan  and  other  localities  are  being  selected." 

Its  Founder 

When  any  new  treatment,  for  a  well-nigh  incurable  dis- 
ease, is  advanced,  physicians  who  are  careful  of  their  patient's 
safety  and  well-being  Srst  wish  to  know  something  about  the 
individual  responsible  for  it.  Should  this  treatment  be  given 
to  the  world,  not  through  the  reputable  channels  of  con- 
servative medical  journals,  but  by  merns  of  methods  adopted 
by  irreijulars  the  world  over,  sensible  physicians  are  still 
more  insistent  on  examining  the  antecedents  of  those  wbo 
originate  it.  Should  such  examination  show  that  the  "treat- 
nieiit"  is  essentially  secret,  that  it  is  put  on  the  market  a*  a 
commercial  proposition,  and  that  it  is  originated  by  one  who 
has  no  claim  to  medical  training,  the  medical  profession  is 
more  than  justified  in  looking  on  such  a  proposition  with  sus- 
picion. Should  it  be  found,  moreover,  that  the  individual 
fathering  the  project  is  a  man  who  hna  devoted  a  large  part 
of  his  life  to  such  coiicema  ns  "nijiture  cures"  and  fake  san- 
itariums, and  has  at  various  times  been  arrested  and  has 
served   at   least   some   time   in   a   federal    prison — should   all 
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these  thinge  come  to  light,  anj  ■enHi'ble  phyHician  nould  ii>t- 
urallj  uid  rightly  aasume  the  attitude  uaually  credited  to 
UiMouriuw — Show  Qte! 

For  these  reasons  we  give  our  rekdere  some  infornuition  re- 
'  gardjng  the  president  and  originetor  of  the  Interaatlonkl  In- 
■titDte — 0.  £.  Miller,  Ph.D. — which  was  incidentally  acquired 
in  our  investigations  of  the  "institute"  itself. 

According  to  the  Chicago  Tribune,  June  11,  1B02,  Miller 
hM  been  grocer,  lawyer,  newspaper  editor,  president  ol 
»  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  school  superintendent,  proprietor  of  a 
"rupture  cure,"  and  president  of  a  "dope"  sanitarium.  He  is 
now  president  of  the  "consumption  cure"  institute.  Mr.  Mil- 
ler's long  suit  is  his  "piety."  Throughout  all  the  viciaaitudes 
of  his  checkered  career,  though  he  has  with  remarkable  ver- 
satility jumped  from  a  "rupture  cured  or  no  pay"  business  to 
curing  drug  addicts  "in  from  6  to  8  days,"  yet  be  has  ever 
deuoDstrated  the  value  of  religion  as  a  flnancial  asset. 

THE   O.   E.    UILLEB    "BUPTUKB   CUBK" 

In  tlie  early  'SO'h  Miller  vat  running  a  "rupture  cure" 
concern  in  Denver.  So  suceessful  was  this  "cure" — in  reliev- 
ing the  ruptured  of  their  money — that  within  six  years  Miller 
claims  to  have  done  a  business  of  over  twenty  million  dollars. 
Branches  of  the  ccmeem  were  to  be  found  in  nearly  every  large 
dty  in  the  United  States. 

While  pursuing  this  detectable  business  Milter  was  president 
of  the  "Professional  Men's  Debating  Society"  of  the  Y.  M, 
C  A.;  he  also  organized  a  large  bible  class  and  was  carrying 
on  what  was  known  as  the  Cooperative  Bible  Union. 

"""f   GOES   JO   PBISON 

While  thus  engaged  in  saving  souls  and  curing  rupture. 
Miller  was  convicted  as  an  accessory  to  the  misapplication  of 
national  banking  funds  and  was  sentenced  to  ten  years  in 
the  federal  prison  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas.  After  serv- 
ing nearly  two  years  of  the  sentence  he  nas  released  on  bond 
on  the  order  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals;  the  case  then 
teems  to  have  been  dropped.  Even  in  prison  Miller's  piety  had 
to  find  expression  and  he  established  a  Sunday  school  of 
which  he  was  the  leader  and  in  addition  he  had  charge  of  the 
music  in  the  chapel  on  Sundays. 

In  IB9S  0.  E,  Miller  came  to  Cbica^  and,  according  to  the 
tribune,  exploited  a  "medicated  sand"  treatment  for  stomach 
trouble  and  as  a  "sure  cure  for  dyspepsia."  In  the  meantime, 
he  Iiad,  to  use  his  own  words,  "come  into  possession  of  a  very 
wonderful  formula  for  the  treatment  of  mo rph in,  opium,  tobacco 
and  liquor  habits."  This  waa  too  good  an  opportunity  to  miss 
and  he  at  once  organized  "a  religious  and  philanthropic  move- 
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tnent"  known  u  the  St.  Luke's  Society.  This  conram  Bdrertised 
th»t  the  patient  would  be  put  "into  a  normal  condition"  in 
"^rom  BIX  to  eight  dayi,  in  all  cases  of  drug  addictions  where 
tobacco  is  not  used.  .  .  .  Some  forms  of  neirous  affections 
require  two  weeks'  time." 

While  a  "philanthropic"  movement,  it  did  not  give  sufficient 
indications  of  being  a  charitable  institution  to  warrant  the 
Chicago  Department  of  Health  granting  a  license.  The  busi- 
ness was  evidently  a  paying  one,  however,  for  Millar  kept 
moving  into  more  expensive  and  commodious  quarters  until 
flnslly  he  rented  the  old  Hotel  Woodruff  as  a  "sanitarium." 
Then,  when  he  had  1.50  persons  in  the  building,  cslue  a  fire 
in  which  thirteen  inmates  perished. 


CURED  ?.%" 


0  E  MILLER  CO. 

aae  I' Bet  5ult«s  ii«5-Moa  naMok.  Temple. 


Oni'  of  Miller's  Hcivprdapnionts  wliilo  he  nas  running  his  "ruplure 
MIU.EB"S    "fNlVERSlTT   AND   SANITABrUM" 

Miller's  next  venture  was  a  combination  "university"  and 
"sanitarium,"  which  he  lloBted  at  Glen  EUyn,  a  suburb  of 
Chicago.  This  institution  was  known  as  the  "Ruskin  Univer- 
sity," though  from  the  number  of  Millers  in  the  published  list 
of  faculty  members  and  officers,  "Miller  University"  would 
have  been  more  appropriate, 

Oeorob  McA.  Mii.i.Kn,  Preeldent ;  Ethics  ond  Physiology- 
ADiUKB  D.  Mn-i-KH,  Vlce-rrosldeot :  Encllsh  and  Literature. 
Urlanuo  E.  HIU.EB,  General  Secretary ;  Eugenics  and  Banltirj 

tltuivnis  J.  MiLLEH.  Treegnrer. 
Admer  D.  MiLLBK,  Mathematics. 
Zo*  L.  Mii,i,En.  Art. 
AunonA  L.  Miu-sii.  Oratory. 


ir,  Google 
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Whether  any  or  all  of  these  numerous  Millers  were  blood 

relations  to  Orlando  E.,  or  whether  the  combination  was  a 
mere  nameDclatorial  coincidence,  we  can  not  saj. 

AH    ALL-KMBBAOINQ    OOLIJOE   OF    MEDIOIRK 

The  "university"  very  naturally  had  a  college  of  medicine, 
and  there  was  nothing  narrow   or  hide-bound  about  it. 
cording  to  the  prc^pectus  issued  at  the  time: 

"EreiT  stndent  In  the  medical  denartmenC  of  Rnikln  UnlTenilT 


production  of  p 


of  the  |)ag?B  of  the  cata- 
I  E.  Mlllei'.  beRidi>s  being 
y,"  also  tuuglJt   eugeoks 


Photographic 
Lngue  of  toe  "RuBmn  ijoiverauj, 
tbe  "general  secretary"  of  this  " 
and  sanitary  science. 
been  for  its  "sanitarium"  annex  would  have  gone  out  of  ei- 
istencB  even  sooner  than  it  did.  At  the  "Ruskin  Sanitarium" 
were  "drug  addicts,  nervous  cases,  rheumatic  and  kidney 
troubles-  successfully  treated."  The  advertisements  of  this 
"sanitarium"  also  call  attention  to  "Tbe  Famous  Glen  Ellyn 
Mineral  Springs  and  Mud  Baths."  Inquiries  fail  to  disclose 
the  whereabout  of  either  tbe  famous  springs  or  the  equally 
noted  mud  baths.  There  are  springs  at  Glen  Ellyn,  it  is  true, 
and  aa  they  are  not  of  distilled  water,  there  is  doubtless  min- 
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«ral  matter  In  them — hence,  by  poetic,  or  adrertiaera'  lleenHa, 
mineral  springs,  it  you  please.  Then  are,  to(\  oecaBional 
swampy  spots  where,  in  wet  weather,  a  person  willing  to  rialc 
arrest  for  indecent  espoaure,  might  take  a  mud  bath — but  the 
people  of  Glen  Ellyn  have  never  heard  of  any  one  taking  that 
risk.  An  unfeeling  town  council  Anally  got  after  Miller,  and. 
BH  the  papers  stated  at  the  time,  fined  him  $100  and  gave 
him  ten  days  in  which  to  leave  the  town. 


tliller  says:  "Since  scTering  my  connection  with  the  Buskin 
movement,  I  have  been  en^ged  in  one  way  or  another  in 
trying  to  get  my  treatment  for  tuberculosis  to  the  attention 
of  the  medical  profession."  The  "International  Institute"  was 
the  result,  of  which  Orlando  Edgar  Miller,  Ph.D.,  is  the  presi- 
dent and  William  Bond  Forsyth — of  whom  more  later — vice- 
president  and  business  manager. 
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1).  E.  Miller. 

If  this  matter  were  being  published  simply  and  solely  for 
physicians  it  would  be  needless  to  say  more  about  it.  The 
medical  profession  has  seen  so  many  much-vaunted  "consump- 
tion cures"  rise  like  a  rocket  and  come  down  like  a  stick,  that 
it  is  able  to  assign  the  "International  Institute"  to  its  proper 
place  in  the  gallery  of  takes.  We  are  confronted  with  the 
fact,  however,  tliat  the  paid  "cappers"  and  "steerers"  for  this 
concern  are  daily  inveigling  helpless  but  hopeful  consumptivea 
into  taking  its  "treatment,"  and  we  are  continually  re- 
ceiving letters  from  physicians  asking  what  they  shaU  tell 
their  patients  who  enquire  about  this  "institute."  We  are, 
therefore,  investigating  the  cases  of  some  of  the  patienta  who 
have  received  "treatment"  at  the  hands  ot  the  "International 
Institute." 

-oiwlc 
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One  coae  to  whieh  the  concern  gives  auch  prominenee  as  to 
publish  it  broadcaBt  in  pamphlet  form  as  a  "Caie  Report," 
«  that  of  Raymond  ForBythe.  This  young  man'  was  the  aon 
of  the  buainesa  manager  of  the  concern,  and  the  following  in- 
formstion  ia  given  in  the  "Case  Report"  pamphlet : 


Thej  ali 


RAVHONO     FORSVTHE,      PROMl- 

NEKT     YOUNG     MAN,     PASSED 

AWAY  AT  HOME  OF  HB 

PARENTS 

ma  Been  Sick  tor    tlie    Past    Two 

Year*,     Was  r  Gradnate  of 

the  Sidney   Schools. 


After  an  extended  illnfiSB  covering 
a  period  of  abou-t  two  years,  Ray- 
mood  Foraythe.  one  of  Sidney's 
best  known  young  men,  died  at  Uie 
hame  of  ihis  parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Porsythe,  on  West  avena«, 
about  8-30  o^clock  Wednealay 
>n)orniag  of  con«uifip((on.. 

ja^tdne^P 


jjthe. 

The  young  man  was  put  on  the  O,  E.  Miller  "treatment" 
irith  most  marvelous  (reported)  results.  The  report  cIobcb  as 
follows: 

".  .  .  has  since  gained  IG  ponnds  of  flSBb ;  1b  gettlos  atroilKer 
daliy;  walta  ana  eierclsea  bj  the  hour.  _^  . 

-Hia  Bpatum  bas  been  eiamined  weekly  since  his  return  and 
tbere  have  been  found  onl;  sJlght  Maces  of  tubercle  tiaellll.  wblcb 
■re   tsraduajlr  aUappearlnK,-' 


IZ4  QVACEERY 

Such  is  the  -Information  ve  get  from  the  pamphlet.  As  a 
result  of  OUT  inveBtigationB  we  could  t&ke  up  in  detail  Tarions 
claimB  and  statements  and  Bhow  their  cruel  mendacity,  but 
probably  the  news  item  which  we  reproduce  from  the  Sidney 
(Ohio!  Daily  Sews  of  Dec.  2,  1908,  will  tell  the  tragic  atory 
more   eloquently   than   anything  we  could   say. 

As  we  have  said,  this  young  man's  father,  W.  B.  Foraythe,  is 
vice-president,  business  manager,  and,  we  understand,  one  of 
the  principal  stockholders  in  the  "Inatitute."  Yet  the  mis- 
fortune of  a  member  of  his  own  family  was  used  a^  capital  for 
"boosting"  the  business  in  which  he  is  financially  interested. 
Forsythe,  senior,  from  all  we  can  learn,  has,  like  his  asso- 
ciate Miller,  been  connected  with  more  than  one  more  or  less 
shady  concern.  In  his  home  town — Sidney,  Ohio — he  aeema  to 
be  considered  a  "slick"  individual  who  would  not  be  deterred 
from  going  into  any  business  because  it  happened  to  be  only 
iwrely  within  the  pale  of  the  law.  If  we  are  correctly  in- 
formcd,  he  was  some  years  ago  mixed  up  in  a  concern  known 
as  the  Bcdiemian  Oats  and  Red  Line  Wheat  Co.,  whooe  opera- 
tions were  such  as  to  become  the  subject  of  enquiiy  by  the 
courts.  Forsythe  also,  it  is  said,  exploited  a  wonderful  "corn 
cure"  for  some  years,  later  going  into  the  oxygen  business.  Says 
a  correspondent,  "land  schemes,  irrigation  schemes,  patent  car- 
coupler  schemes  and  possibly  others  of  greater  or  leas 
notoriety  can  be  charged  up  to  this  man,  who  thus  makes  cap- 
ital out  of  his  son's  misfortune." 

TWO  UOBE  DEATHS 

Another  case  which  was  inquired  into  was  that  of  a  mar- 
ried woman  from  a  small  town  in  Ulinois.  The  family  phy- 
sician, to  whom  we  wrote,  replied  (Sept.  18,  1908)  in  part  as 
follows,  concerning  the  patient; 

"She  U  not  there  on  my  advice,  bat  at  the  earaest  solicitation  id 

fSn.  ■  whose  hnsband  bad  tabercaloala  and  was  there 

doing  BO  nIcclT.  ImprOTlng  every  daj.  bul  Kho  leat  catM^roed  to  the 
grave  yuterOay — cnred.  I  presDme!  .  .  .  I  am  sate  she  will  be 
Id  the  Sanltariam  Above  wltblti  six  months." 

From  a  later  letter  (Nov.  26,  1908) : 

"She   [the  patieDtl  i 
about  2  a.   m.   and  died   In  tier  ti 

Other  cases  are  under  investigation  and  but  for  the  urgent 
need  of  giving  physicians  eucb  facts  as  we  have  already  at 
hand  publication  of  this  matter  might  have  been  further  post- 
poned. We  shall  publish  in  the  future  the  results  of  such  in- 
vestigations if  a  continued  pernicious  activity  of  this  concern 
makes  it  necessary.  (From  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  Deo.  It, 
1908).  • 
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Vliat  the  Intenutional  Institute  Did  fot  Sixt7-Two 

'  CoDsnmptiTes 

When  the  methods  and  personnel  of  the  "IntemationaJ  In- 
*^ute"  were  discuissed  in  The  Joobnal  of  December  12,  it 
*>«  stated  that  tbe  casei  of  patients  "treated"  by  the  O.  E. 
^'er  method  were  under  investigation.  The  results  which 
°*'e  come  to  hand,  in  addition  to  demonstrating  the,  not 
••Of^pected,  worthleisneas  of  the  "cure,"  have  brought  to  light 
*"«  astounding  heartlessnesB   of   which   i 


§ 


gr^^vyeiiiia 


At    tSe    time    t 

tbe  BeaFBt  paper 

.Rot  their  "epeclal  table-  news  seven  days 

..  J  the  New  York  readers.  The  date  of  the  cahlegram.  1 
waa  obllKinglj  puahed  forward  a  weok ;  the  New  York  arlli 
dated  "Parle.  January  23,"  and  the  San  FranclHco  article 
January  30." 
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liiM  of  busineM  are  oapable.  There  are  cues,  no  doubt,  of 
ignorant  and  untutored  men  irho  bmve  put  forth  a.  fake  rem' 
edj  in  which  they  themselves  had  faith.  Such  obsesBions  are 
possible  though  not  common;  just  as  in  an  earlier  daj  there 
were  magicians  who  believed  in  their  own  magic.  Such  indi- 
viduals deserve  pity  rather  than  contempt.  No  such  ex- 
cuse, however,  can  be  put  forward  in  defense  of  the  Interna- 
tional Institute  for  the  Treatment  of  Tuberculosis  and  those 
financially  interested' in  it.  The  damning  facts  which  we  are 
about  to  give  must,  in. the  nature  of  the  case,  be  known  to 
the  exploiters  of  the  0.  E.  Miller  "treatment"  and  doubtless 
in  some  cases  on  which  we  lack  Information  the  knowledge 
possessed  bj  them  but  increases  the  grewsome  obituary  list 
which  we  present. 

THE   DURNItta  EPISODE 

Some  light  is  thrown  on  one  of  the  earlier  episodes  in 
Miller's  attempt  to  get  hia  "cure",  before  the  public,  by  the 
following  communication: 

EniHtiiNa,  iLb,  Dec.  22.  IBOa 
To  the  Biitor: — I  notice  tn  Tub  Jouhnu,,  Dec.  12,  lOOS,  tou 
have  Elveti  yoiic  readeca  Bome  tlmelr  facts  caneernltie  0.  E.  Ulllcr 
and  blB.  so-called,  tuberculosis  care.  Permit  me  to  add  mj  share 
to  the  eeDeral  fund  of  facts.  In  October  1907.  Miiler,  accomDanted 
bj  a  Cblcago  phTslclaD.  came  to  the  Cook  County  Hospital  tot 
Consumptlvea  at  buonlos.  Miller  said  he  bad  a  cnrs  for  pulmon- 
■r;  tnbercuIoBla.  Bud  Ibat  If  gome  of  our  patients  would  be  wllllni 
to  trv  bla  treatment,  be  would  care  for  tbem  free  of  charge.     "~ 

with    them 

gented  to  a  group  of  j ,_ , „ 

were  taken  b;  Miller  to  the  Lincoln  Park  Hospital.  Chicago,  where 


Ined    tbat    the    phrsklan    who    accompanied    1 

" --'    administer    the   treatment.     The    matter   was   pre- 

□  of  patlenta  and  ten  of  them  acceptleg  hta  offer. 


e  otber  patient  Joined  them  later. 


result  of  the  "trpatoieQt' ■  foUon 

fl.t     C.  Kearney,  dead  (B.)     

12.1      C.  Peterson,  dead.  tin. 

la.)  P.  Carr.  dead. 
(4.)  C.  Ryan,  dead. 
JB.j      L.  Qoodman,  dead. 

(8.)      Olander.  dead.  (! 

(T.)     R.  Coudek,  unaccounted  for, 
S.)     M,   J.  Cronla,  unaccounted 
for. 

Mr.    Kacin    who    was    wltb    the 

statement   under  affldavlt,   which   J   ..   „   ^  — 

Judgment   tbese   fads   will    Inlecest   your  readers,    I    shall   be   glad 
to  Dive  them  published.  Ernest   8.   UooaS:, 

Pbyslclan  In  Charge.  C.C.H.C. 

The  letter  of  Mr,  Kacin's  referred  to  is  too  long  fer.publi- 
cation,  but  the  esaential  facts  are  these:  The  patients  were 
at  the  Lincoln  Park  Hospital  for  about  three  months  and  two 
of  them — Kearney  and  Peterson — died  there.  One  of  the  num- 
ber—Carr — was  then  transferred  to  Magnolia  Springs,  Ala., 
and  the  remainder  of  the  patients  followed  later.'  Carr  died  a 
week  after  his  arrival  and  Ryan  succumbed  in  four  weeks.  In 
closing,  Mr.  Kacin  says;  "I  am  familiar  with  the  whereabouts 
of  but  three  of  the  eleven  men  who  left  the  hospital  in  Octo- 
ber, 1907.  .  .  .  Speaking  for  myself,  I  am  now  in  worse 
shape  than  when  I  left  here." 

*  Mr.  DSum  has  died  since  thla  article  appeared. 
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Thoa^  Miner's  i^tnti  when  Kiliciting  funds  for  the  m* 
tablishroent  of  "BAnit&rik"  have  apparently  conveyed  tbe  jm- 
prewion  that  the  "lustHute"  baa  a  "large  Banitariuni  in  Chi- 
csgo,"  tbe  facts  are  the  eonceni  bM  no  place  of  its  own. 
Since  last  July  the  institute's  patients  have  been  given  "treat- 
ment" at  tbe  Chicago  Union  Hospital. 

Witb  the  cooperation  of  tbe  Chicago  Health  Department, 
we  were  able  to  obtain  a  list  of  the  patients  who  have  been 
receiTed  at  the  Chicago  Union  Hospital  to  undergo  the  Miller 
"treatment."  We  have  followed  up  the  history  of  these  pa- 
tients and  the  infMination  received  up  to  the^time  of  going  to 
press  IB  prewnted  in  tabular  form.  Tlip  name*  of  the  ]mi- 
timts  and  the  towns  (nsually  small)  from  which  they  came, 
are  purposely  omitted  to  shield  tbe  unfortunate  victims  from 
a  somewhat  unenviable  pulilirity.' 


From. 

AdoHt.  MM. 

ConrflMon. 

m. 

Jnlj    IT 

Dfsd. 

Ill 

Jnlr    20 

No  Information. 

Oblo 

JdIj    81 

Dead. 

ni. 

Am.      2 

Dead. 

Aug.      3 

Dna 

Ina. 

A»«.      * 

Dead. 

Ohio 

Aoi-      7 

i>«a. 

III. 

Ade.     9 

Dead. 

Wla 

Anit.     9 

Peon. 

Aqk-    10 

III. 

Am.    12 

Dead. 

In& 

Ade.    it 

Dead. 

m. 

AOK.    IT 

DMd. 

ObUt 

Ang.    18 

Dead. 

III. 

Atuc.    2T 

Dead. 

TTT. 

AoK.    29 

Dead. 

III. 

Sept.     2 

No  info rmat loo. 

Oblo 

Sept  10 

Dead. 

III. 

Sept.  13 

No  InformaHoD. 

Col. 

Sept.  16 

No  InformslloD. 

Tenn. 

Bept.  le 

Dead. 

ni. 

Sept.  14 

'■Still  has  hemorranes :  decressed  weight. 

Ill 

Sept  10 

111. 

Sept.  19 

Dffld. 

Sept.  la 

loira 

Sept  24 

"Sim  llvlne:  out  In  Arliona," 

Ohio 

Sept.  24 

nesd. 

Wis. 

Sept.  26 

"Is  In  [apt  Btap-B." 

Ulch. 

Sept.  26 

Dead. 

Ind. 

Oct.       4 

Dead. 

III. 

Oct.       4 

Dead. 

111. 

Oct.       S 

Dead. 

Ohio 

Oct.    16 

Dead. 

IlL 

Oct    2B 

Dnd. 
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Case 

From. 

Aimit. 

mi 

Condiilon. 

8S 

III. 

Oct 

26 

Dead. 

3S 

111. 

Oct 

26 

Dead. 

37 

III. 

Oct 

Dead. 

38 

Oct. 

Dead. 

89 

111! 

No». 

40 

g 

Dead. 

12 

No  iDtormallon 

III. 

Not. 

14 

No  Information 

III. 

Not. 

15 

45 

111. 

Not. 

IT 

Dead. 

46 

ma. 

Not. 

21 

Dead. 

47 

111. 

Not. 

24 

No  Inlormntlon 

4S 

Ebb. 

Not. 

24 

No  Information 

49 

iDd. 

Not. 

28 

D«d. 

50  Texai       Dec.     12      No  li 

51  III.  Dec    14     No  Information. 

'     THE    OASES    SOT   SELECTED 

The8«  cBBca,  it  should  be  remembered,  are  in  do  ecnso  se- 
lected. They  repreaent  the  official  record  of  the  Institute's 
roster,  from  July  17,,  1808,  to  Dee.  14,  1908.  The  table  gives, 
in  tli«  briefest  possible  way,  the  history  of  fifty-one  consecu- 
tives  pBtients  subject  to  the  0.  E.  Miller  "treatment"  for 
tuberculosis.  Yet  Miller  and  his  associates  have  the  blatant 
effrontery   to   publish   broadcast   the   statement; 

"Ol  all  cases  treated  ...  we  have  elfected  permanent  curea 
of  over  80  per  cent.  Including  all  cotnplicatlODB." 

Tables  and  statistics  are  generally  dry  and  imintercating, 
but  we  feel  that  the  tabular  statement  given  above  speaks 
more  eloquently  than  any  sermon  of  "man's  inhumanity  to 
man."  Here  we  have  a  list  of  61  individuals  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  who  have  been  subjected  to  the  Miller 
"treatment"  at  the  International  Institute  and  of  30  of  whom 
we  were  able  to  obtain  definite  information.  Thirty-six  of  the 
39  are  dead,  while  the  3  that  are  still  living  may  be  said  to  be 
in  a  dying  condition.  It  is  possible,  yes  probable,  that  of 
the  12  patients  about  whom  we  have  no  information,  the  same 
proportion  are  either  dead  or  dying. 

Taking  the  Q2  patients  that  we  know  have  taken  the  Miller 
"treatment" — 11  from  Dunning  nnd  51  covered  by  our  own 
investigations — we  have  positive  information  concerning  50 
of  them.  Of  the  60  there  are  43  dead  and  the  rest  are  in  the 
terminal  stage  of  the  disease.  And  yet  Miller  claims  to  cure 
80  per  cent,  of  those  treated! 

^Vhat  the  "treatment"  a.ctua11y  seems  to  accomplish  is  to 
hasten  the  dissolution  of  the  unfortunate  victim  taking  it. 
As  the  reports  began  coming  in  regarding  the  cases  under 
investigation,  it  vas  comtnon  to  find  such  statements  as : 
'T  believe  the  'treatment'  marked  the  beginning  of  his  rapid 
decline,"  or  "her  decline  was  rapid  afterward."  This  indi- 
cates that  the  "cure"  which  has  been   foisted  on  the  public 
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by  a  man  whose  only  claim  to  mescal  knowledge  is  that  he 
was  once   an   advertising  quack  in   the   "rupture  cure"   buai- 

nesB,  it  not  only  worthless  but  dangerous. 

piiiaiciANa  AS  AIDS 

From  a  medical  standpoint  the  disgraceful  and  dishearten- 
ing part  of  it  all  is  the  fact  that  .men  with  the  right  to 
sign  M.D.  after  their  names  will  have  anything  to  do  with 
Buch  concerns  as  this.  For  without  the  cooperation  of  physi- 
cians, such  cruel  fakes  as  these  "consumptiim  cures"  would 
be  robbed  of  half  their  potentiality  for  harm.  On  the  sta- 
tioner; of  the  International  Institute  we  And  the  namea  of 
seven  physicians,  some  of  whom,  at  least,  lay  claim  to  reputa- 
bility. 

The  lawyer,  an  ex-senator  of  the  United  States,  whose 
name  appeared  on  the  stationery  afl  general  counsel,  and  to 
nhom  we  referred  in  our  former  article,  was  evidently  an  in- 
nocent victim— not  the  first — of  Miller's  "philanthropy."  This. 
lawyer  wrote  us  that  he  believed  the  concern  to  be  composed 
of  reputable  physicians  and  to  be  conducted  in  the  interests 
of  charity,  and  so  consented  to  give  his  time  and  services 
without  remuneration,  but  that  after  reading  our  article  ex- 
posing Miller  and  his  methods,  he  immediately  demanded 
that  his  name  be  removed  from  all  their  literature.  He  has, 
he  says,  ceased  to  be  connected  ~with  the  concern. 


Such,  then,  are  the  methods  of  one  of  the  most  heartless 
and  cruel  of  the  innumerable  "consumption  cure"  fakes. 
What  such  methods  mean  is  fairly  apparent  from  the  death 
roll  which  we  have  published;  but  that  is  not  all.  It  is  fairly 
well  proved  and  generally  accepted  that  there  is  no  drug 
"cure"  for  tubereulosis,  and  that  fresh  air,  rest  and  nourish- 
ing food  give  the  most  promising  hope  of  recovery.  The 
average  patient  with  tuberculosis  is  not  favorably  inclined 
toward  the  fresh  air  treatment  because  it  is  of  neces- 
sity slow,  and  there  is  usually  connected  with  it  certain  little 
inconveniences  which  are  resented.  This  and  the  well  known 
optimistic  attitude  toward  any  new  or  bizarre  treatment 
which  is  one  of  the  symptoms  of  the  diaease,  make  the  tuber- 
culous an  easy  prey  of  the  "cure"  sharks.  It  is  not  hard  to 
understand  what  happens  when  a  plausible  agent  calls  and 
tella  of  the  wonderful,  and  practically  universal,  cures  that 
the  "treatment"  which  he  represents  has  effected.  The  "fresh 
air  treatment"  is  not  necessary — even  harmful,  says  Miller's 
pamphlet — and  a  four  to  twelve  week  "treatment"  will  bring 
about  the  mueh  desired  cure.  The  patient  is  told  that  the 
"treatment"  is  given  under  Miller's  directions  by  registered 
physicians  io  Chicago — and  here,  unfortunately,  the  agents 
t«li  the  truth. 
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It  is  then  that  the  Tictim,  even  though  warned  b^  hia  reg- 
ular physician,  parts  with  the  9250  or  more  for  the  "trest- 
ment"  which  is  to  make  him  a  well  man.  He  ia  further 
mulcted  of  $25  ft  week  for  "hospital  expenseB,"  and,  though  it 
seems  unbelievable,  the  patient  ia  kept  at  the  hospital,  at 
least  in  some  catcs,  until  within  a  few  hours  of  dissolution.  _ 
Thus  is  the  toll  of  blood  exacted  to  the  uttermost,  and  thus 
are  those  who  make  a  business  of  trading  on  the  helplessness 
and  ignorance  of  the  sick  flnancialty  recompensed  for  their 
efforts.  (From  The  Journal  A.  It.  A.,  Jan.  16,  1909,  vAth 
modifioatitmt.) 

{yote  to  second  edition:  After  Miller's  cruel  fraud  had  been 
exposed  by  The  Jolhsal  of  the  American  Medical  Association, 
and  had  beer  declared  a  humbug  bv  the  Chicago  Health  Depart 
ment  Miller  seems  to  ha\e  gone  into  obscurity  The  public 
heard  nothing  more  of  him  tor  o\er  two  ^eara  In  the  New 
York   World    Ma->    4    1<»11    an  article  appeared   stating  that 

Dr  "  Orlando  E  ITiUer  hud  attempted  to  introduie  his  '  con 
Bumption  cure  in  the  Metropolitan  Hospital  New  York  For 
tunateW  members  of  the  medical  board  of  that  hospital  were 
familiar  with  Millers  record  as  e\pO'*Pd  in  The  Joirnal  of 
the  American  Medical  Association  and  defeated  this  attempt 
to  expriment  on  the  citj  s  patients  The  Worlds  article 
stated    that    sillier    was    in    London     England     operating    a 

sanitanum  In  I>ondon  Truth  for  April  24  1912  a  special 
article  appeared  exposing  the  details  of  Millers  operations  in 
England  It  appears  from  thii  article  that  the  versatile 
quack  had  interested  tlio  Duke  of  Manchester  in  his  eon 
sumption  cure  busmca  with  Ihe  result  that  the  duke 
furnished  a  mansion  for  '  institute  purposes  Miller  s  British 
venture  seems  to  ha\e  been  as  successful — for  Miller — and  as 
unprofitable — for  his  victims — as  his  American  and  French 
enterprises  It  n  claimed  that  in  one  ca-,e — that  of  Prince 
Hohenlohe — Miller   aetualh    received  £1000    ($6  000)    for   his 

treatment  Of  course  the  prince  die  1  Like  all  Miller  s 
enterprises  his  Biitish  sanitarium  in  spite  of  its  ducal 
patronage  nas  unable  to  survive  the  bright  light  of  publicity 
Aftei  his  (Olisumption  cure  becani  iinpiofitable  he  resur 
rectel  an  old  fake  of  his  the  'sjinl  cure'  for  dyspepsia 
Apparently  the  Fnjtiisb  nre  patroniriiig  this  humbug  as  freelv 
as  Americana  dii  a  few  \eira  af;o  ^o  nation  his  a  monopoly 
on  gullibility  ] 
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NATURE'S  CREATION 
WhaUver  maj  be  said  of  the  morality  of  noBtrum  exploita- 
tion it  muat  be  admitted  that  it  Bhows  no  lack  of  busi- 
nesa  perspicacity.  Should  an  epidemic  of  yellow  fever  sweep 
otM  the  country,  "patent  medieineB"  which  have  previously 
been  advertised  as  "cures"  for  a  variety  of  conditiona  are 
immediately  heralded  either  as  apeciBcs  for,  or  as  unfailing 
prophylactics  against,  this  scourge.  Should  influenza  be 
prevalent,  the  quack  remedy  that  has  previously  been  sold  as 
1  colic  or  rheumatism  "specific"  is  advertised  as  the  one  and 
only  reliable  cure  for  la  grippe.  Bo,  too,  when  the  attention  of 
the  public  is  focussed  on  certain  diseases,  the  "patent 
medicine"  makers  are  the  Brat  to  recognize  the  commercial 
potentialities  of  playing  on  popular  interest.  This  is  well 
illnstrated  by  the  innumerable  "consumption  cures"  that  have 
appeared  during  the  last  year  or  two — since,  in  fact,  the  insti- 
tution of  an  active  campaign  against  tuberculosis. 

THBW  AN  "absolute  CUBe"  FOB   8YPHIL1S 

An  example  of  the  way  in  which  even  the  merest  pretense 
of  scientific  consistency  is  sacriSced  by  nostrum  mongers  for 
the  Snancial  returns  of  the  moment  is  to  be  found  in  a 
"patent  medicine"  now  emanating  from  Columbus,  Ohio, 
called  "Nature's  Creation."  This  nostrum  was  at  one  time 
exploited  in  Chicago  as  an  "absolute  cure"  for  syphilis — or 
"blood  poison."  Under  the  caption  "Nature's  Creation  «a. 
Mercury  and  Potash"  this  "cure"  was  foiated  on  the  public 
and  tJie  ignorant  were  told  that  "Nature's  Creation  and  Anti- 
toxin are  the  only  Real  specifics  discovered  in  recent  years." 
The  syphilitic  was  warned  against  taking  "mercury  and  potash" 
and  was  told  that  "It  is  mueh  better  to  let  the  disease  run  with 
no  treatment  at  all  than  to  suppress  it  with  mercury  and 
potash."  The  vLciousnesB  of  such  doctrine  is  only  equaled  by 
the  effrontery  which  becomes  evident  when  the  resulta  of  the 
analysis  of  this  nostrum  are  considered.  "Marrelous  Cures" 
were  reported,  the  records  of  which  were  "made  under  the 
JKrsonal  supervision  of  one  of  Chicago's  most  prominent  phy- 
sicians!" 

NOW   A    CONStlMPTlON    CUBE 

As  the  public  became  more  and  more  interested  in  the  sub- 
ject of  tuberculosis  it  apparently  was  decided  that  there  was 
more  money  to  be  made  out  of  a  tuberculous  clientele  than 
out  of  syphilitic  patrons:  exit  the  "blood  poison"  cure;  enter 
the  consumption  specific. 


The  claims  made  for  "Nature's  Creation"  make  its  classifica- 
tion easy:      Oenua,  "nostrum;"  apeeiet,  "consumption  cure;" 
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variety,  "myaterious  unknown  plant."     As  to  what  it  ia,  let 
the  advert! aements  spenk: 

"Nflture'g  Crpatioa  la  a  sporel  rfmcdj    ..." 
"Ib  made  ^ntlralj'  from  vegetable  matter    ..." 
"CoataiDB  pverj-tliliig  beneSclal  and  notbing  harmtul." 
"It  la  a  complei  regetable  componiiil,  canDot  be  analysed," 
"Comprlaed  ol  reEetable  matter  contalnlog  at  least  one  liiET«dleilt 
tbat  tbe  medical  world  knows  nothlDg  about — it  la  the  one  that 
Slvea  tbe  greateit  Taloe,  and  no  chemist  baa  erer   been  ftble  to 
determine  wbat  It  la." 

Bnt  what  it  has  been  said  to   J/e,  pales  into  ineignifl(!aiic« 
when  compared  with  what  it  baa  been  claimed  to  do: 
"Creates  an  appetite." 
"Strengtbeua  the  heart." 
"RedDces  tbe  temperature." 
"Derelopei  atropled  cell  tlsmes." 
"Stoiw  nlcbt  sweatB  and  bemorrbagea." 
"Renovates  and  bnllds  up  tbe  entire  B;stenl." 
"Checks  at  once  farther  prosreM  of  tbe  disease." 
"PoaltlTelji  strenithens  and  restores  the  ieucocTtea." 

TB8TIM0BIALS 

No  enterprising  exploiter  of  noatrums,  whether  of  the  "eth- 
ical proprietary"  or  of  the  "patent  medicine"  type,  need 
experience  any  dilTiculty  in  obtaining  testimooEals.  Aa  hfta 
been  repeatedly  sliown  testimonials  are  about  the  leaat 
eipenaive  part  of  the  stock-in-trade  of  the  nostrum  vender. 
A  free  bottle  or  two  of  the  preparation,  an  order  on  a  local 
photographer  for  a  dozen  photographs,  a  refund  of  a  portion 
of  the  blood-money  collected  by  the  exploiter,  the  not  uncom- 
mon weakness  of  the  unintelligent  to  desire  to  aee  their  name 
and  picture  set  forth  in  all  the  glory  of  printer's  ink  or  even 
in  some  few  cases  an  honest  belief  in  the  efficacy  of  tbe 
nostrum — all  furnish  easy  and  not  costly  means  of  obtaining 
favorable  comment  on  any  "patent  medicine"  however  vorth- 

Tliat  the  virtues  of  "Nature's  Creation"  are  extolled  via  the 
testimonial  route  goes  without  s3.ying;  that  the  testimonials 
differ  in  no  essential  particulars  from,  those  common  to  the 
"patent  medicine"  business,  is  likewise  evident.  We  find  that 
old  familiar  patient  who  has  been  "given  up''  by  numeroue 
physicians  and  who  has  been  told  that  she  could  not  live 
more  than  ten  days;  "Nature's  Creatioi"  is  taken  at  the 
eleventh  hour  and  death  is  robbed  of  one  more  victim  t 

To  determine  the  value  of  a  few  of  tbe  testimonials,  letters 
were  sent  to  physicians  living  in  the  same  town  as  the  individ- 
uals who  have  written  (IJ  so  enthusiastically  regarding  the 
virtues  of  "Nature's  Creation."  Here  are  some  of  the  replies 
that  have  been  received. 
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"In  regard  to  'Nature's  Creation'  and  Miss '■ 

connection  with  Bame,  I  wonid  state  that  she  did  not 

have   consumption   at   all  ,  .  .     When  — —  gets   a 

coid  and  coughs  the  least  bit  she  thinks  she  has  con- 
sumption, and  it  was  during  such  a.  spell  as  this  that 
sue  commenced  to.  take  the  fake  remedy.  I  have 
treated  the  family  and  I  know  poeitively  that  any- 
thing else  would  have  worked  similarly." 

The  Miss  here  referred  to  was  advertised  as  one  of 

those  people  "whose  recoveries  have  been  most  wonderful," 
The  physician  wbo  wrote  the  above  also  had  this  to  say  of 
■n  individual  whose  case  is  not  advertised; 


"There  was  Mrs. here  who  really  had  tuber- 
culosis and  came  into  my  hands  after  spending  a  great 
deal  of  money  trying  the  nostrum  and  drifting  into 
the  last  stage.  She  rapidly  got  worse  all  the  time  she 
took  it  and  died  a  short  time  after  I  Srst  saw  her." 
Another  physician  who  was  written  to  concerning  another 
"wonderful  recovery"  said: 

"As    regards    and    "Nature's    Creation'  .  ,  . 

she  is  not  my  patient.  ...  I  only  attended  one 
patient  who  took  the  wonderful  remedy  and  she 
praised  it  up  for  several  weeks  and  at  the  end  of  that 
time  passed  from  the  sphere  of  'Nature's  Creation' 
into  the  presence  of  the  Creator." 


,l)Oglf 


Another  quoting  a.  fellow  practitioner  who  had  Ust  treated 
one  of  the  marvelous  "cureai" 

"Dr.  A.  sAfs  .  ,  .  that ia  no  better  than  he 

wftB  before  taking  the  nostnim  and,  in  Dr.  A.'s'  opinon, 
had  no  tubercuIOHiB,  anyhow!" 

Of  one  patient  whose  testimonial  was  given  much  publicity' 
two  j'ears  ago,  a  Colorado  physician  writea: 


"She  has  been  benefited  by  the  change  to  this  eli' 
mate  but  she  u  not  cured  and  the  benellt  she  has  is 
attributable  to  Colorado  sunshine.  Further,  sIh 
refused  to  allow  this  nostrum  to  use  ber  name  in 
their  literature." 
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One  letter  of  inquiry  was  written 
direct  from  The  Journal  office  to  an 
individual  living  near  Columbus,  Ohio, 
whose  portrait  appeared  among  other 
testimonial  givers.  The  reply  in  itself 
was  amusing,  breathing  injured  inno- 
cence and  restrained  indignation ;  but 
some  coincidences  of  a  mechanical  nature 
made  it  even  more  amusing. 

Coincidence  1 :  The  letter  *as  type- 
written on  a  plain  sheet  of  paper  that 
bore  a  certain  watermarli ;  the  same 
watermark  is  found  in  the  Nature's 
Creation  Co.'s  stationery! 

Coincidence  2:    The  machine  on  which 

the    letter    was    typewritten"  had    two 

characters   out   of   alignment;   the   same 

two   characters   show   the   same   lack   of 

alignment  in  a  communication  sent  out 

by    Nature's    Creation   Company    on    its 

official   stationery! 

Coincidence  3 :    The  degree  of  indentation  of  the  first  line 

of  each  paragraph   was   unusual;   the  same  peculiarity  is   to 

be  found  in  a  letter  emanating  from  the  office  of  the  nostrum 

company ! 

Coincidence  4:  The  "reply"  was  dated  five  days  later  than 
the  letter  of  inquiry;  this  Is  about  the  time  that  would  be 
consumed  if  the  testimonial -giver  sent  The  Joubhal's  letter 
to  Columbus  and  awaited  a  reply! 

Under  the  circumstances,  it  is  difficult  to  avoid  the  suspicion 
that  the  "reply"  to  The  Journal's  letter  originated  in  the 
'  office  of  "Nature's  Creation"  and  was  merely  signed  and 
mailed  by  the  individual  who  gave  the  testimonial. 
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Laboratory  Report:  An  original,  sealed  bottle  of  "Na- 
ture's Creation"  was  obtained  direct  from  the 
Nature's  Creation  Company,  ColumbuB,  Ohio,  and  nas 
submitted  to  the  Association  laboratory  for  chemical 
examination.  The  battle  was  labeled  back  and  front  and 
was  wrapped  in  a  circular  containing  directions  for  using 
the  preparation.  On  the  front  label  wa^  pictured  in 
colors  a  rocky  landscape  and  waterfall  over  which  the 
words  "The  Nature's  Creation  Co.'s  Discovery"  wero 
printed  in  red.  A  facsimile  signature,  "Mrs.  J.  M.  Rey- 
nolds (originator)"  was  printed  acrosa  the  lower  part  of 
the  label,  which  also  bore  the  serial  number  "16050  B." 
and  declared  the  presenca  of  6  per  cent,  alcohol.  The  label 
on  the  other  side  ef  the  bottle  contained  directions  for 
using  the  preparation.  "Nature's  Creation"  is  a  dark, 
brown  liquid  having  a  saasafraB-like  odor  and  a  salty, 
licorice-like  taste.  Qualitative  teats  show  the  presence 
of  iodid,  potassium,  sodium,  vegetable  extractive — includ- 
ing soma  preparation  of  licorice — and  small  quantities  of 
sulphates,  phosphates,  calcium  and  iron.  Appropriate  tests 
indicate  the  absence  of  potent  alkaloids,  salicylates,  ben- 
Eoates,  cinnamates,  and  phenols  such  as  creosote  and 
guaiacol.  Quantitative  estimations  of  potassioni  and 
iodid  indicated  that  these  constituents  are  present  in  the 
form  of  potassium  iodid,  equal  approximately  to  Q.OO 
grams  in  100  c.e.  of  tlie  preparation.  Estimation  ot  sul- 
phate and  phosphate  indicated  that  these  radicles  are 
probably  present  in  combination  with  small  quantities  of 
sodium,  calcium  and  the  potassium  not  present  as  iodid.  , 
These  salts  are  present  in  quantities  too  small  to  have 
any  therapeutic  effects. 

The  examination  indicates  that  "Nature's  Creation"  is 
essentially  a  solution  of  potassium  iodid  in  a  weakly 
alcoholic  medium  containing  vegetable  extractives  and 
flavoring  matter  and  small  quantities  of  Inorganic  salts. 

From  the  analysis  given  it  seems,  therefore,  that  the  main 
medidnal  ingredient  of  this  "complex  vegetable  compound" 
which  "cannot  he  analyzed"  is  potassivua  iodid.  These  findings 
are  not  surprising  when  what  has  been  said  about  the  earlier 
exploitation  of  "Nature's  Creation"  as  a  remedy  for  syphilis 
'  — ■  substitute  for  the  "[Sotash"  treatment! — is  borne  in  mind. 

BiVEBBina  THE  uauAi.  obpbb 

Uany  nostrums  now  on  the  market  were  originally  exploited 
to  the  medical  profession  as  "ethical  proprietaries"  and  after 
receiving  the  necessaTy  quota  of  testimonials  from  unthinking 
phyaidans  were  boldly  launched  as  "patent  medicines,"  pure 
and  simple.  The  "consumption  cure"  of  J.  Q.  Lloyd  of  St. 
Louis  variously  known  as  "Lloyd's  Specific,"  "Be-Stor-All" 
tnd  "AiCBOl,"  is  a  case  in  point.     "Nature's  Creation"  appar- 
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QUACKERY 


entl7  is  reversing  the  usual  order.  Originally  sold  direct  to 
the  laity,  first  for  syphilis  and  eow  for  tuberculosis,  exploited 
by  means  of  newspaper  advertisements  that  are  probably 
without  a  parallel  in  their  villiflcation  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession, tlie  promotere  of  this  nostrum  have  the  consummate 
impudence  to  attempt  to  foist  their  "vegetable"  miiture  of 
dilute  alcohol  and  potassium  iodid  on  physicians.  The  fiufTalo, 
N.  Y.,  headquarters  of  "Nature's  Creation"  are  known  as  the 
"Therapeutic  Co..  inc.,"  with  a  Dr.  W.  H.  Baker  as  its  ■'con- 
sulting physician  and  a  director  of  its  affairs."  Dr.  Baker 
eircnlariws  tlic  medical  profession  in  the  interest  of  "Nature's 
Creation"  which  he  claims  "is  equally  as  effective  and  specific 
in  tubercular  trouble  as  Anti-Toxine  is  with  Dyptheiia." 
(Spelling  and  composition  as  in  original).  The  "literature" 
sent  out  to  physicians  by  tlie  "Tlierapeutic  Co.,  inc."  differs 
but  little  from  that  sent  to  the  laily.    The  medical  profession 


is  given  a  few  enlightening,  fundamental  facts  regarding  the 
composition  of  the  blood — though  these  facts  are  known  to 
every  school-boy  who  has  reached  the  seventh  grade.  There 
is  one  paragraph,  however,  that  has  been  deleted  from  the 
"literature"  that  ia  sent  to  physicians.    Here  it  is: 

"Nature's  Creation  ia  a  secret  remraj  and  ss  It  Is  a  complex 
vesetable  compoand  cannot  be  analyzed.  Tlila  Is  wbr  the  medical 
ptofesBlon  has  not  the  came  medicine." 

Witli  this  exception  tlie  re  is  practically  no  difference 
between  the  "lay"  and  "professional"  advertising.  The  "con- 
sulting physician"  encloses  with  his  own  letter  to  the  medical 
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meA  a  facBimile  letter  from  Dr.  Arthur  W.  K.  Downea,  a 
homeopathic  physician  of  Chicago,  who  states  that  "you  need 
havB  no  hesitancy  in  using  this  medicine  in  any  and  all  casea 
of  consumption.  ..."  In  answer  to  a  letter  addresiird  to 
the  "consulting  ptiysician,"  asking  for  the  formula  of  "Nature's 
Creation"  the  secretary  of  the  company  nrote: 


This  nostrum  is  so  typical  of  its  class,  its  method  of  exploit- 
B.tiDn  so  characteristjc  of  the  innumerable  "cures"  that  flood 
th«  market  that  in  closing  we  can  do  no  better  than  quote 
Mr.  Adams  in  the  "Great  American  Fraud:" 

"Our  national  qnality  of  commercial  shrewdness  fails  us 
when  we  go  into  the  open  market  to  purchase  relief  from 
suffering.  The  average  American  wlien  he  sets  out  to  buy 
a  horse,  or  a  box  of  cigars,  is  a  model  of  caution.  Show  him 
testimonials  from  any  number  of  prominent  citizens  and  he 
would  simply  scoff.  .  .  .  Now  observe  the  same  citizen  seek' 
ing  to  buy  the  most  precious  of  all  posseasions,  sound  health. 
Anybody's  word  is  good  enough  for  liira  here.  An  admiral 
whose  puerile  vanity  has  betrayed  bin;  into  a  testimonial;  an 
obliging  and  conscienceless  senator;  a  grateful  idiot  from  some 
remote  hamlet;  a  renegade  doctor  or  a  silly  woman  who  gets 
a  bonus  of  a  dozen  pliotographs  for  her  letter— aiiy  of  these 
are  suSicient  to  lure  the  liopeful  patient  to  the  purchase.  He 
wouldn't  buy  a  .second-hand  bicycle  on  the  affidavit  of  any  of 
them,  but  he  will  give  up  his  dollar  and  take  his  chance  of 
poison  on  a  mere  newspaper  statement  wbicli  he  doesn't  even 
investigate." 

And  of  the  value  of  printer's  ink  as.  an  asset  to  the 
exploiter  ot  "patent  medicine;" 

"Take  from  the  nostrum  venders  the  means  by  which  they 
influence  the  'miliions,  and  there  will  pass  to  the  limbo  of 
pricked  bubbles  a  fraud  whose  ilagrancy  and  impudence  are 
of  minor  import  compared  to  the  cold-hearted  greed  with 
which  it  grinds  out  its  profits  from  the  sufferings  of  dupfid 
and  eternally  hopeful  ignorance."  (FYom  The  Journal  A.  M. 
i.,  March  5,  1910.) 


Some  TestimonialB  That  Have  Been  Published  and  Some 
That  Have  Hot 

Nature's  Creation  lins  in  the  past  been  given  publicity  by 
means  of  large  display  advertisements  in  the  newspapers. 
Recently  the  method  of  using  a  "blind"  advertisement  in  the 
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classified  coltininB  of  the  newapapen  has'  been  adopted.  The 
following  is  appearing  in  the  "PerBonal"  column  of  papers  all 
over  the  country; 

PERSONAL— TO    CONSCMPTITBS :      I    P08- 

eeaa   iDlormatlon  whlcb   cost   me   a   fortune. 

and  feel  tbat  I  abonld  let  CTer;  ebniamptlTe 


Photogrnphlc  reproduction  (reduced)  of  some  of  the 
advert  I  semen  Is  of  Nature's  Creation  appparlng  ns  "blind  aus.  uuuei 
tbe  "I'ersonal"  columns  In  the  classified  advertising  si'ctlODE  of 
newspapers  all  over  llie  country.  Notice  tbat  tbe  first  letter  ol  the 
loltlnls  preAied  to  Ura.  Iternolds'  name  varies  la  dlHerent  papers. 
This  Is  done  by  the  compaiiy  as  a  mcHDa  of  cbecklng  up  tbe  number 
of  Inqalrles  obtained  from  a  given  advertisement. 

The  victims  who  answer  this  advertisement  receive  a  letter 
written  on  pale  blue  stationery  Bucb  as  is  used  for  social 
correspondence.  The  letter  ia  signed — not  aliva;fH  in  the 
same  handwriting^'' Mrs.  J.  M.  Reynolds"  and  tbe  initials 
J.  M.  R.  are  embossed,  monogram  style,  in  gilt  on  the  paper 
and  also  on  the  envelope.  In  this  letter  Mrs.  Reynolds  states 
she  has  cured  herself,  "in  defiance  of  the  world's  scientists," 
by  the  discovery  of  "a  combination  of  certain  roots  and 
herbs."  Whether  she  cured  herself  of  syphilis  or  consunip- 
fion,  she  does  not  etste,  hut  she  does  say  that  in  the  joy 
of  being  well,  "I  am  how  devoting  my  life  to  saving  others." 

Tbe  recipient  of  this  social  epistle  is  further  told  by  Mrs. 
Reynolds  that  as  it  is  impossible  for  her  "to  attend  per- 
sonally to  the  multitude  of  inquiries"  that  reach  her,  "I  am 
referring  your  request  to  my  Secretary — Mr,  Campbell — you 
will  no  doubt  hear  from  him  soon."  By  the  next  mail  comes 
a  letter  from  the  Nature's  Creation  Company  signed  "H.  W. 
■  Campbell,  Sec'y."  It  was  the  H.  W.  Campbell  Company, 
then  of  Chicago,  that  exploited  this  same  fake  as  a  syphilis 
cure  a  few  years,  ago. 
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no  QUACKERY 

Mre.  BeTDoId'B  aoIicitud«  for  the  welfare  of  the  eick  may 
b«  imderatood  when  it  U  known  tfaat  she  is  the  president  end 
a  director  of  the  Nature's  Creation  Companjr,  capitalized  at 
$200.000.00— a  concern  engaged  in  eipioiting  a  diacanjed 
•yphiliB  "cure"  to  consumptiTeB  at  tS.OO  a  bottle. 

OBABQU    vat  DEnmTK  BNODOH 

When  the  previona  article  appeared  exposing  Natnra'a 
Creation,  the  concern  said  that  Tne  Jocbhal's  chargea  were 


Th'>sp  rciluTOd  pbotograplik  roprodiu lions  of  a  trallmonlal  and 
thrw  nc'WK|)ii|)ur  cll|>iilnt!ii  ir>1l  t\irU  own  kihI  Ktoi'.r,  Tlip  leatimoDlal 
was  piilillHli^  ax  an  aclvprllsi>in<>nt  In  thv  roluuibUB  DUpateh.  nnd 
laipp  rriirodiirpd  as  an  advprtlsliiK  clrrular  bj  thv  Salurc"«  Crealloii 
Cooipany.  The  dratb  and  fuQcrnl  aotkvn  also  are  tokea  from 
L'oluuliiia  ai.'n-B|Mipi:ri>. 

vague  and  so  carefully  worded  as  to  avoid  legal  Tepriaal. 
The  public  was  told  in  sensational  advertisements  that  the 
editor  of  Tub  Jovrnal  did  not  dare  to  say  tliat  Nature's 
Creation  "was  a  fake  or  fraud,  or  that  it  did  not  cure." 
Since,  apparently,  we  did  not  make  ourselves  dear  in  tht 
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preriouB  article  we  may  Hunmarize  our  flndinga  more  ap«- 
eiflcally  at  this  time: 

First. — Nature's  Creation  i»  a  fake. 

SaconiJ.— Nature's  Creation  m  a  fraad. 

Thii'd. — Nature's  Creation  will  not  cure  cODBiunption. 

naTiuoHiALs 

No  "consumption  enre"  is  complete  without  its  testimouiais. 
Tbe  worthlessneas  of  such  testimony,  from  a  scientific  stand- 
point,  has  repeatedly  been  shown,  and  this,  too,  without 
assuming  that  the  letters  are  fraudulent.  That  many  of  the 
letters  published  by  fake  medical  concerns  are  doeumentarily 
genuine  there  is  no  doubt;  that  is  to  say,  the  letters  were 
actually  written.  Bow  valueless  they  are  is  made  evident  by 
looking  into  the  cases  of  the  individuals. giving  them.  On 
investigating  "consumption  cure"  testimonials,  one  of  two 
things  is  practically  aln-ays  found:  Either  the  writer  of  the 
t«iHtimonial  did  not  have  tuberculosis  and  recovered  from  his 
indisposition  in  spite  of  the  nostrum,  rather  than  because  of 
it;  or,  the  poor  victim,  in  the  first  flush  of  optimism  that 
comes  whenever  a  new  remedy  is  tried,  deluded  himself  into 
believing  that  the  stulT  actually  helped  him. 

We  are  reproducing  (page  139)  five  teatimoniala  taken  from 
the  Nature's  Creation  advertising.  In  every  case  the  poor 
victims  who  wrote  them  are  dead.  But  the  testimonials  still 
live  to  delude  other  unfortunate  Buffcrers  from  a  disease  which 
no  drug  can  cure.  And  in  this  lies  the  cruelty  and  vicious- 
nesB  of  the  "consumption  cure"  frauds:  The  patient  hoping 
against  hope  that  here  at  last  is  the  "specific"  that  he  be- 
lieves, in  the  optimism  of  ignorance,  the  nostrum  venders  have 
discovered. 

son  TESTiiioniALs  hithcbto  unpcBUs^ED 
So  much  for  testimonials  that  are  favorable  to  the  Qofl- 
trum;  now  for  the  reverse  of  the  shield.  As  has  lieen  said 
before,  the  Nature's  Creation  concern  has  its  headquarters  at 
Columbus,  0.  The  local  medical  profession  in  that  city  is 
much  alive  to  the  viciausness  of  this  fake  and  has  taken 
active  steps  to  combat  it.  For  some  time  the  Board  of  Health 
of  the  Qty  of  Columbus  has  been  collecting  data  relative  to 
the  use  of  this  nostrum.  The  matter  that  follows  is  from 
official  sources,  from  the  records  of  the  district  medical  ser- 
vice, the  district  nurses'  service  and  from  the  reports  of  the 
tuberculosis  hospital.  We  submit  a  few  testimonials  that 
the  Nature's  Creation  Company  has,  so  far,  not  published 
and  probably  will  not  want  to.  And  it  should  be  remem- 
bered that  the  information  here  given  deals,  practically,  with 
but  one  locality,  that  of  Columbus,  Ohio: 
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NO  BENEFIT 

Uarch  Z8,  1910. 
"I  took  Nature's  Creation  one  year  ago  without  beoellt.    Qare  np 
taklDg  It  and  came  to  tbe  hospital,  aad  am  Kreatl;  Improred  since 
coming  b«re.     Have  gained  more  tban  twentT-flve  poanda  and  feci 
macb  better  than  for  two  jeara.-^Bnaiuiel  Leteia. 


NOT    WORTH    NINE    CENTS 

Uarcb  23.  ISIO. 
"I  took  Nature's  Creation  last  lummer  becaase  it  waa  claimed  ■ 
care  for  tuberculosis.     Took  two  twttlei  without  beneflt.     Wish   I 
could  get  mj  to  back.    Tbej  gave  me  two  bottles  for  tO,  but  I  da 


two   bottles   were  t 


.    DNABLE   TO    LEAVE    BED   AETTEB   TAKING 

Harcb  23.  1910. 
"I  took  Nature's  Creatlou  In  the  spring  o(  1009  on  adrlce  of  a 
trlend.  Took  tbree  bottles.  I  was  lar  worse  otT  when  I  quit  tban 
when  I  started  talflng  it.  I  decreased  In  weight  and  tett  worse  gen- 
erally. 1  was  able  to  tM  up  and  about  when  I  commenced  taking  It, 
but  was  unable  to  leave  mr  bed  after  taking  two  bottles  .  .  . 
WIsb  that  I  oiuld  recorer  flS  tbe;  took  trom  me  without  bpneflt. — 
Urt.  Herron," 

OPSKT  HIS  STOMACH— HASTENED  HIS  DEATH 
"Mr  son.  Gussle  Jones,  was  suffering  with  tuberculosis  lor  about 
a  rear.  Nature'a  Creation  waa  recommended  to  blm  as  a  cure,  and 
finally  he  began  taking  It.  He  took  two  bottles  of  tbe  medicine,  but 
before  be  bad  fltllshed  the  first  he  suffered  terribly  with  bis  stomach 
as  a  result  at  It  ,.  .  I  firmly  believe  that  it  did  him  more 
barm  tban  good,  and  hastened  his  deatb,  and  I  am  free  to  make  this 
Statement  of  the  tacts  ot  the  case.— Kr*.  II.  0.  Jonas." 


FIVE  BOTTLES— NO  BENEFIT 

March  28,  1010. 

'To  Whom  It  May  Concern:  This  la  to  certify  tbat  my  slater. 
Urs.  J.  E.  Klbby,  deceaaed,  while  Uylng  at  ti37  West  Blch  Street, 
and  wbo  was  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculoali.  bougbt  and 
used  aa  per  directions,  flTC  bottles  of  Nature's  Creation.  She  did 
not  gain   In  strength  or  appear  to  be  beacflted   whatsoever   by    It* 


BELIEVED   THE   ADVERTISEMENTS— IS    NOW    DEAD 

March  21,  1910. 

"My  danghter,  Carrie,  went  South  for  her  health  about  May. 
1008,  having  been  advised  to  go  there  by  our  family  physician.  To 
keep  her  from  beromlng  lonesome  I  subscribed  for  ibe  Ditpatoh 
(Columbns).  Id  which  abe  saw  the  advertisement  for  Nature's 
Creation,  and  would  not  be  aatlsQed  until  she  had  tried  it.  She 
came  bome  for  tbe  eipreaa  purpose  of  taking  this  remedy,  belloTing 
tbat  the  advertisements  were  true  and  that  tbe  remedy  woald  cure 
her. 

"She  went  to  the  Nature's  Creation  Company,  was  examined  and 
totd  by  tbem  tbat  tbe  remedy  wonld  cure  her  and  that  abe  would 
have  a  'speedy  recovery.'  .  .  .  She  took  tbe  medicine  aa  adver- 
tised by  tbe  company,  but  no  improvement  was  noticed.  .  .  .  She 
gradually  grew  worse  and  died  on  Oct.  14,  1000,  and  we  believe  that 
her  deatb  was  hastened  by  the  use  of  this  medicine.  .  .  .^—Okarlea 
H.  JfcGulre." 
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The  attention  of  those  gentlemen  of  the  daily  press  who 
feel  that  their  reaponsibilit;  extends  no  further  than  their 
editarial  columns,  is  respectfully  called  to  Mr.  HcGuire'a. 
letter.  No  fiiie-drawD  sophistries  can  excuse  such  papers  as 
cany  adTertisements  of  fake  consumption  cures,  from  the 
moral  guilt  involved.  Without  the  aid  of  the  press  these 
vidouB  frauds  would  die,  for  without  publicity  they  would 
cease  to  be  profitable  and  it  is  for  profit  oiily  that  they  esist. 

THE  TESTIUONT    OF    BXLATIVES 

One  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Health,  Columbus,  sends 
in  statements  from  various  individuals  whose  relatives  had 
taken  Nature's  Creation.     Here  are  two  of  them: 

"Mrs.  Homer  Eggleston,  who  totmerl;  lived  st  203  B.  Belle 
Street,  stated  tbat  ber  huaband  died  of  tuberculosli  after  taklD) 
four  battles  ol  Nature'!  Creallon.  Bhe  stated  that  ihe  did  not 
Iblok  It  did  lilm  anj  rood  wlutterer." 


"Ur.  J.  N.  Scbllling,  438  Naghten  Street,  stated  to  me  that  his 
dauEliter  took  from  tea  to  twelve  iMttles  of  Nature's  Creation ;  tbat 
It  was  of  no  benefit  whatever  to  her  and  reail;  did  ber  more  barm 
iban  lood;  she  died  several  mODtbs  uto." 


Tbe  Columbus  Society  for  the  Prevention  and  Cure  of 
Tuberculosis,  through  its  visiting  nurses,  has  had  excellent 
opportunities  for  obtaining  first-hand  information  about  the 
use  of  this  cruel   fake.     Some   of  the   reports  made   by   the 

/ohn  Woodi:  Took  Nature's  Creation  and  Insisted  tbat  he  was 
Improvlns.  Tbii  was  not  apparent  to  the  vlilllns  nnrse.  Died 
Blarcb  14.  1810. 

llitt  Ford:  look  Natare's  Creation  wbrn  first  taken  III.  Died 
Marcb  21,  1910. 

Dclplent 


Urt.  tfacH:  After  taking  two  bottles  of  Nature's  CivatloD,  went 
Dp  to  tbe  office  of  the  company  and  demanded  an  examination.  A 
■nan  In  the  office  said  she  was  looking  bo  well  that  tbe;  would 
pronounce  ber  cured.     Died  May  23,  1910. 

Jonph  Eeaaler:  ^as  a  hopeful  case.  Lost  valuable  time  taking 
Nature's  Creallon  until  It  was  too  late  for  otber  treatment  to  be  of 
any  beneflt.     Failed  steadily.      Died  June  2.   1909. 

fro  May:  Took  Nature's  Creation  for  a  time,  daring  which  period 
be  sat  In  a  closed  room  huddled  over  a  Qre.     Died  March  3,  lOlO. 

Jatepli  Steele.-  Took  Nature's  Creation  until  bedridden.  Died  Dee. 
26,1903. 

Vr«.  aeyer:  Took  several  bottles  of  Nature's  Creation,  bat  as 
considerable  stomach  disturbance  followed,  dlscontlnoed.  Died  Dee. 
.    i.  1809. 


,  Google 


Tbe  following  clasBiSed  list  has  been  collected  bj  the 
Columbus  Board  ol  Health.  It  cDUaiBts  of  tbs  names  of  those 
peraona  who  have  taken  Nature's  Creation — advertised  to 
"check  at  once  further  progTMB  of  the  diseaBe" — but  who, 
neverthelefiB,  died: 


William    Mallnhoft...    7-20-1908  Chas.    W.    Davia 

R.    J.    Jonei 8-2S-ltM)8  C.   F.  BlEsInbatbam .   2-  4-lt 

Myrtle    M.    Farrow..   9-28-l!l08  (Jporee  Swnnlt "■    "■ 

William  Snyder    8-27-ino8  lea  May    

Anna  PhlloB 10-19-1908  Casper  Herman   _    ,  _, 

Edward    Stock    10-ZO-1S08  Howard  A.  Dennne. .   3-  6-18 

Anna  Barbara   11-24-1908  Ned  I^   Evan 8-13-ir 

Irene  A.   Freeman. .  .12-  9-1908  John    Woods     3-14-11 

Almeda    B.    Irwin. .  ,12-  8-1908  B.    F.    SejclneB 3-18-11 

J    Steele    12-20-1908  John   J.    Janklns 3-lD-ll 

George    WertB    1-15-1909  Mary    I.    Ford    3-S4-11 

Carl   Haabrook    2-2-1909  Forreat  J.  Greenlee. .   8-81-1' 

JoBeph  Keuler 6-12-190S  Sacab    B-    Boai •    -• 

Cbaa.    Wm.    O'Day. .   8-29-1909  Samuel    RoblDaOD    . . 

Mrs.   J.    Klbby 7-31-1909  Mrs.    Macfc    S-23-I) 

Florence   Underwood.   6-  2-1909  Jobn    C.    McAtee " 

Tbereaa    Harst 9-3-1908  George  H.  Howell... 

Luey  Fultz   S-  3-1909  Dula;    Bberman    1 

CbrlsClna  Bbllllng   ..   B-  8-190B  Herbert   W.   Immel  .1 

Cftrrte  UcGulre 10-11-lSOB  Anna    B.    Smltb 1 

Q    W.   JobnBon.,..Ml-2e-1009  Mrs.  Qeyer  t 


CONCLUSION 

Ab  has  already  been  atated,  the  information  juat  given  deals 
with  but  one  locality — Columbus,  0.  When  it  is  realized  that 
this  iniquitous  stuff  ia  being  advertised  and  sold  from  Maine 
to  California  the  miaery  left  in  its  wake  may  be  imagined. 
While  what  precedes  is  but  a  part  of  the  damning  evidence 
which  has  been  submitted  against  Nature's  Creation  we 
believe  it  is  sufficient  to  convict  this  cruel  fake  at  the  bar 
of  public  opinion. 

How  much  longer  will  the  sale  of  this  humbug  be  per- 
mitted? Its  continued  existence  will  depend  on  two  things — 
tlie  gullibility  of  the  public  and  the  willingness  of  the  press 
to  share  in  the  company's  blood-money  by  accepting  adver- 
tiaeinentB  of  the  nostrum.  It  is  little  less  than  criminal 
that  men  without  even  the  pretence  of  medical  training  and 
with  more  capital  than  conscience  should  be  free  to  exploit 
a  valueless  mixture  of  drugs  as  a  cure  for  a  disease  which  no 
drug  can  cure. 

It  is  hoped  that  pliysiciana  will  make  it  their  duty  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  facta  here  presented. 
Nature's  Creation  is  but  a  type;  if  it  goes  out  of  existence 
there  still  remain  scores  of  fakes  just  as  vicious  and  just  as 
cruel.     And  as  they,  too,  die,  others  will  spring  up  to  take 
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their  places.  So  long  as  the  credulity  of  ignorance  ia  a  human 
attribute,  so  long  will  the  "consumption  cure"  and  "cancer 
cure"  fakea  thrive.  The  only  remedy  ia  enlightenment  and  it 
ia  a  fact,  na  notorious  as  it  is  pathetic,  that  a  vast  section 
ot  the  public  is  denarly  ignorant  of  the  limitations  and  pos- 
sibilities of  drugs. 

Unfortunately,  the  medium  through  nhich  the  public  could 
BO  easily  be  reached  and  enlightened — the  newapapers^is,  to 
a.  large  degree,  unavailable.  Many  of  these  publicationa  are 
still  too  deeply  under  the  blighting  influence  of  the  "patent 
medicine"  advertiaera  ever  to  print  the  truth  about  these 
frauda.  But  the  number  of  newspapers  whose  ailence  cannot  ' 
be  purchased  increases  yearly  and  their  power  is  slowly  but 
aurely  making  itself  felt.  In  the  meantime  it  is  the  phy- 
rician's  duty  to  the  public  to  give  it  the  enlightenment  which 
it  needs  for  its  own  protection  against  "consumption  cure" 
swindlers  and  other  frauda  equally  vicious.  {Modifed  from 
The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  Feb.  i,  1911.) 

A  Peep  Behind  tbe  Scenes 

"When  thieves  fall  out,  honest  men  get  tlieir  dues";  when 
''patent  medicine"  fakcra  fall  out,  the  general  public  ia  given 
nn  insight  into  this  disreputable  business  which  is  instructive 
if  not   edifying. 

The  motive  power  hehind  the  Nature's  Creation  concern  was 
H.  W.  Campbell;  Mrs.  Rcynolda  was  largely  a  figurehead. 
Kow  it  seems  that  this  couple  are  no  longer  friends,  for,  two 
or  three  weeks  sue,  Campbell  Hied  suit  against  JiIts.  Reynolds 
(who,  by  the  way,  is  now  a  Mrs.  Cohen)  to  recover  $29,000 
of  which  he  alleges  she  has  defrauded  him. 

The  petition  filed  in  this  case  is  interesting.  In  it.  Camp-  ' 
bell  declares  under  oath  that  Nature's  Creation,  which  ia  aold 
at  $5  for  a  twelve-ounce  bottle,  costs  but  2  cents  an  ounce 
lo  make.  This  does  not  mean  that  Campbell's  conscience  ia 
Imrting  him  becauae  the  indigent  consumptives  and  others  who 
liave  bought  thia  worthless  stuff  have  been  robbed!  Not  at  all! 
He  is  merely  angrv  because  he  conaidera  that  he  has  not 
received  his  full  share  of  the  st^ag  It  appears  from  tjie 
petition  that  l^Irs  Cohen  (Revnolds)  has  been  holding  out 
on  Campbell  It  seema  if  we  are  to  believe  Campbells  sworn 
statement  that  Mra  Remolds  nas  telling  fortunes  in  a  Chi 
cago  basement  when  le  discovered  her  WTien  these  two 
decided  to  float  Natures  Creation  Mrs  Reynold'  evidently 
believing  that  a  man  who  would  engage  in  such  a  disreputable 
business  i^aa  not  to  be  trusted  kept  the  sei-ret  of  the  'for 
mula  of  this  potissium  lodid  mixture  and  charged  Campbell 
2d  cents  an  ounce  as  the  cost  price  of  the  ingredienta  later 
ahe  lowered  the  rate  to  10  cents  an  ounce  But  Campbell 
swears  that  the  cost  of  making  it  lias  ne\er  been  more  than 
2  cents  an  ounce  or  24  cents  a  bottle. 
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Not  is  tbis  all.    Campbell  further  complains  tbat  Mrs.  Cohen 

(Reynolds)  called  a  special  meeting  of  the  directora  of  the 
company  and  ouated  him  without  cause  from  liis  position  of 
secretary  end  treasurer.  And,  worse  than  that!  Campbell, 
believing  that  the  atoclc  in  the  company  had  depreciated  from 
par  to  10  centa  on  the  dollar,  sold  it  at  that  rate  when  be 
had  an  opportunity,  as  he  beiieved,  to  "get  out  from  under." 
Having  found  that  the  stuff  costs  only  2  centa  an  ounce  to 
make  instead  of  10  cents  or  25  centa  an  ounce,  Campbell 
realizes  that  the  profits  in  this  form  of  scouudrelism  were 
much  greater  than  he  supposed  and  he  ia  convinced  that  the 
stock  was  easily  worth  par  and  that  in  selling  hia  shares  for 
ID  cents  on  the  dollar,  he  baa  lost  thousands  of  dollars.  Camp- 
bell ia  particularly  mortified,  moreover,  to  find — what  he  did 
not  know  at  the  time — that  the  individual  to  whom  he  aold 
his  stock  waa  Mrs,  Cohen  herself. .  In  consequence  of  these 
alleged  deceptiana,  Campbell  claims  that  Mrs.  Cohen  owes  bini 
more  than  $28,000  and  he  ia  appealing  to  the  courts  in  the 
hopes  of  getting  it. 

A  sordid  business?  Yes,  but  the  sale  of  a  fraudulent  con- 
sumption cure  can  acarcely  be  anything  else.  We  can  only 
express  the  hope  that  the  publicity  thus  given  to  the  details 
of  the  exploitation  of  this  cruel  fraud  will  prove  the  coup  de 
^rfice  for  Nature's  Creation.  We  trust,  too,  that  the  courts 
will  hold  that  Campbell  having  been  engaged  in  a  disreputable 
and  fraudulent  business,  cannot  receive  the  protection  of  the 
law,  but  that  he  stands  condemned  as  a  self-confessed  faker 
who  has  defrauded  the  helpless  sick  for  his  personal  gain. — 
(Front  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  March  SO,  1912.) 

OXIDAZE— OLEOZONE—HYDKOCIHE 

In  1007,  a  "consumption  cure"  was  put  on  the  market 
under  the  name,  Hydrocine.  Ilydrocine  was  called — at  first — 
a  "hyper- oxidized  hydro-carbon;"  later,  it  was  referred  to  as 
an  "oxidized  carbo-hydrate."  It  was  analyzed  by  the  Associa- 
tion's chemists,  who  reported  that  they  found,  that  "each  29.5 
grain  Hydrocine  tablet  contains  28  grains  of  cane  sugar  and 
small  quantities  of  volatile  oils  and  a  trace  of  pancreatin," 
This  preparation  seems  to  have  originated  with  a  C.  E.  Get- 
singer  who  organized  what  was  known  as  the  Medical  Food 
Company.  The  commercial  possibilities  in  selling  an  odorifer- 
ous sugar  mixture  as  a  "consumption  cure"  apparently 
appealed  to  one  €harles  S.  Roberts,  a  physician  of  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.,  who,  with  the  help  of  Charles  H.  Goddard  and  others, 
incorporated  the  Hydrocine  Company  for  the  purpose  of  ei- 
ploiting  Getsinger'a  "treatment."  Goddard,  it  may  be  men- 
tioned in  passing,  was  the  man  who  organic  that  cooperative 
"patent  medicine"  concern  known  as  the  A.  D.  S. — American 
Druggists  Syndicate. 
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GeUinger  and  Roberta  later  aeemed  to  have  had  a  diHagre^- 
ment  and  Getainger  marl^eted  hie  own  product  under  the  name 
ol  (tefdase.  Boberts  changed  the  name  of  Hydrocine  t»  Oleo- 
zone  and  apparently  had  the  stuff  made  by  the  A.  D.  S. — or 
it  least  it  bore  the  aame  aerial  number  as  that  given  the  A.  D. 
S.  products.  Coint^ident  with  these  changes  in  the  name  of 
the  "hyper- oxidized  hydro -carbon,"  another  concern  came  into 
eiistence^the  Cowles  Institute,  said  to  be  operated  by  one 
H.  L.  Cowles.  Thi»_a]so  dispensed  "oitygenated  products" 
for  the  cure  of  consumption,  A  little  later  Cowles  aeema  to 
have  changed  the  uame  of  his  concern  to  the  Hemavitie  Com- 
pany and  to  have  rechristencd  ,his  product,  HemavitEe. 

The  latest  change  (March,  1011)  in  the  name  of  Getainger's 
product  is  Oxidaze  put  out  by  the  American  Oxidaze  Company. 

The  matter  which  follows  is  a  reprint  (slightly  modified) 
of  the  artitles  that  have  appE^ared  in  Tue  Journal  of  the 
Americau  Medical  Association,  tracing  the  vicissitudes  through 
which  thia  odoriferous  sugar  mixture  has  passed  in  its  various 
stages  of  evolution  as  a  "consumption  cure." 

Hydrocine 

We  have  had  occasion  to  comment  on  the  diabolical  cruelty 
exhibited  by  cancer  fakers  in  deluding  their  victims  with  false 
hopes  and  by  inducing  them  to  delay  such  treatment  as  might 
be  effective  until  too  late.  Next  to  caneer,  tuberculosis  offers 
the  most  promising  field  for  such  vampires,  for  it  is  a  disease 
in  which  the  patient  is  always  hopeful  and  always  ready  to 
M,j  that  he  is  better;  just  such  a  condition  as  makes  him  an 
easy  victim  tor  those  who  are  without  principle  and  ready  to 
prey  on  the  hope  which  springe  eternal  in  the  human  breast 

During  the  past  three  months'  physicians  all  over  the  coun- 
try have  been  receiving  postal  cards  announcing  the  discovery 
of  a  new  and  wonderful  remedy  for  consumption.  The  card 
is  signed,  "C.  S.  Roberts,  M.D.,  Member  N.  Y.  State  Medical 
Society  and  American  Medical  Association."  It  is  to  be  re- 
gretted that  what  Roberts  Bays  regarding  hia  membership  is 
true.  Until  within  the  last  few  months  Roberta  lived  at  Syra- 
cose,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Onondaga  County  Medical 
Society  and  consequently  ot  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State 
of  New  York.  Last  December  he  became  a  member  of  the 
American  Medical  Association.  This  was  just  before  his  re- 
iDOval  to  New  York  City,  and  he  evidently  obtained  thia  mem- 
bership because  he  waa  going  into  this  wretched  business  and 
wanted  to  use  his  membership  as  apparent  guarantee  of  bis 
ethical  standing.  As  soon  as  the  Onondaga  County  Medical 
Society  discovered  the  business  Roberta  had  gone  into  he  was 
asked  to  resign,  but  this  he  refused  to  do.  Hence  it  became 
necessary  for  the  society  to  go  through  the  legal  form  of  trial 
before  expelling  him  from  the  aociety.    We  underatand  that  hia 

t.  Thli  was  written  in  Auguet,  1907. 
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trial  cannot   come   off  untit    SeptembcT,  and  that  Roberts    is 
fighting  to  retain  his  jnembertihip.* 

According  to  the  postal  card,  Roberts  is  just  commenc- 
ing to  introduce  to  the  medi(?a1  profession  "  (on  Btrictl?' 
ethical  lines)" — this  is  put  in  parentheses  probably  for  empha- 
sis— "ft  positive  cure  for  tuberculoBia-  in  any  form."  "This  dis- 
cover;," he  Bays,  "is  the  result  of  fourteen  years  scientiSe 
study  and  experimentation,"  but  bo  far  as  we  have  been  able 
to  learn,  Roberta  has  not  been  noted  as  performing  any  remark- 
able cures  of  tuberculosis  in  Syracuse,  nor  was  it  known  that 
he  was  using  this  wonderful  remedy.  The  last  paragraph  of 
the  postal  card  is  supposed  to,  he  a  clincher; 

"Prevent  your  tubpritilar  patipnis  from  anying  jour  neighhor 
doctor  [n  corlDg'  bis  patients  In  a  fpw  weekn  rli^lit  at  tiome,  wblJe 
you  are  sending  tbcm  at  great  cipcnso  in  time  and  manej'  to  remote 
reaorta  for  conaumptiTes." 

Judging  from  the  circulars,  Roberts  seems  to  have  gone  to 
New  York  to  help  exploit  a  nostrum — Hydrocine — put  out  by 


^^ 


rhotographic    repcodue*lon     (rednced)     of   a    .      .  

by  C  B.  Bobert!!  at  ttie  time  he  Srst  began  exploiting  Hydrocine. 
Notice  tlie  claim  tbat  hia  nostrum  is  a  "poaltlTe  cure  ot  tutterculosU 
ol  all  forms."  Note,  loo,  tiie  way  In  which  Koberts  made  capital 
out  of  his  memberBhip  In  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New 
York  and  in  the  American  Medical  Association.  Roberts  Joined  the 
American  Medical  Association  In  December.  1908.  Just  before  he 
went  ioio  the  ■'consumption  cure"  business.  In  September,  1907, 
tbe  county  society  repudiated  him  and  his  membership  in  the  state 
and  national  organizations  was  thus  automatically  terminated. 

the  "Medical  Food  Co.,"  and  evidently  the  postal  card  ia  the 
initial  move  in  a  scheme  to  exploit  the  medical  profession. 

Incidentally,  it  might  be  said  that  some  two  or  three  years 
ago  Roberts  was  interested  in  a,  scheme  to  work  tbe  doctors 
by  getting  them  to  invest  in  a  water  still,  and  the  circular 
letters  he  sent  to  physicians  at  that  time  sound  very  similar 
to  tbe  circulars  he  is  now  sending  out  puffing  this  specific  for 
consumption.  In  one  of  the  "still"  letters  he  states  tbat  he 
made  $3,200  in   less   than   two   months  on  an   investment   of 

2.  He  was  dropped  at  the  Segtember,  lOOT,  meeting. 
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1300.  Evidenlly  something  must  have  happened  t«  the  "still" 
bneiDesB,  for  such  &  man  would  Imrdl;  give  up  a  businesa  net- 
ting $2,900  in  two  months,  even  to  exploit  a  remedy  that  ia  to 
reliere  the  human  race  of  one  of  its  most  fatal  diseases. 

The  recipient  of  the  postal  card  above  referred  to  is  told 
that  if  he  will  send  15  cents  in  postage  stamps  he  will  be  fur- 
nished with  the  "theory,  literature  and  abundant  testimonials 
and  a  $3  size  sample  to  prove  what  we  say."    This  part  of  the 
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Photograph li-  tai-Blnille  r  d  eU)  at  a  tire  lac  letter  sent 
lut  by  Roberta  at  ttie  lime  tl  at  te  na  trjt  g  to  get  pbjsl  inns 
<o  int«et  In  Ibe  "Automatic  natcr  Still  Tbe  phrslclan  to  whom 
thla  letter  was  addrossed  laii  Tbia  1b  the  third  letter  I  have 
nceived  from  Dr.  Roberta  In  the  past  few  weeks    none  of  which  1 


agieement  ia  lived  up  to  The  theory  Is  furnished  plenty  of 
litenture,  including  testimonials  and  also  a  box  of  the  tab 
lets.  The  theory  ought  to  take  w  tl  an  ignorant  lajinan  and 
the  literature  certainly  la  promising  and  hopeful  enoagh  to 
Kuvizice  the  moat  desperate  individual  that  he  could  be  cured 
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The  wonderful  remedy  ie  known  as  Uydrocine — hyper-oxi- 
dized hydro-carbon.  The  circular  telU  us  that  "the  pbyeician 
is  unquestionably  eutitled  to  a  full,  frank  and  candid  state- 
ment of  the  composition,  nature  and  character  of  any  and 
erery  medicinal  preparation  he  is  asked  to  prescribe."  This 
soimda  excellent,  and  thdi  follows  the  formula: 

TOBUDLA 

Hyper-oiidlzed  hydro-carbon  (Tegetable) 2S  gr. 

Fore  rock  sugar 6  gr. 

Powdered  pancreatln 1/20  gr. 

The  oitdB  are  liberated  In  the  stomach  and  thrown  Into 

the  drculatloD, 
It  is  barely  possible  that  there  is  somebody  on  this  mnn- 
dajie  sphere  that  can  tell  what  "hyper-oxidiied  hydro-carbon 
(v^etable)"  is.  Most  of  ub  have  a  knowledge  of  pure  rode 
sugar  and  powdered  pancreatin,  but  when  we  come  to  the  other 
fngredieut,  we  fear  the  majority  of  us  would  hare  to  give 
it  up. 


rhotogmphlc  repcoductlon  (reduced)  at  the  letter-heada 
of  tbe  vartouB  caDCfma  that  have  found  It  proStable  to  e: 
odoriferous  sugar  mlituce   as  a  "cure'"   for  eoDsuinptlon. 
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However,  we  find  this  in  the  printed  circular: 

The  hydro-carbon  [a  eitraeted  from  oils  of  clnnamoa,  conlln, 
peppermint,  spruce,  myrtle,  ehebsn.  marrnblnm,  myrrh,  turpen- 
tine and  thymol.  Is  then  condensed,  and  positively  all  toxic 
properties  are  pUmlnalefl.  The.  reaidue  le  hyper-oxldlzed,  pre- 
dlgested  by  panercalln,  mlied  with  a  small  quantity  of  pow- 
dered rock  su^ar  and  preeaed  into  30  grain  iKbleta. 

There  we  have  it.    And  when  we  have  it,  what  have  wet 
The  literature  h  of  the  usual  qusckish  order,  the  optimistic 
kind  that  will  make  the  physician  who  does  not  stop  to  think 
feel  that  it  is  something  worth  trying  at  least. 
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Of  course,  there  are  teatimoniala — several  of  Vbao.  What 
nostrum  was  ever  introduced,  whether  to  the  public  or  to  the 
profession,  that  did  not  have  teetimoiiiitls  ready  I  Many  of 
the  testimonial  givers  we  have  not  located,  but  they  may  be 
genuine  for  all  that.  One  who  speaks  in  high  praise  of  the 
nostrum  is  Dr.  0.  P.  Barber  of  Saginaw,  Mich.,  who  is  given 
u  "professor  of  surgery,  Michigan  College  of  Medicine  and 
Snrgery,  Detroit,  Mich."  Dr.  Barber's  success  is  really  remark- 
sble  when  it  is  considered  that  he  disregarded  Dr.  Hoberta' 
instruction  to  select  an  incipient  case,  for  be  seems  to  have 
taken  one  with  extensive  cavities,  in  the  third  stage,  a  man 
with  undoubted  complications,  whose  aputum  was  so  offensive 
that  the  doctor  asked  him  to  espectorate  in  the  closet  in  the 
next  room.  He  also  neglected  to  give  a  "good  liver  cathartic 
at  the  start,"  as.  the  circular  advises,  but  put  him  at  once  -on 
hydrocioe.  Possibly  Dr.  Barber  did  not  carry  out  th»  full 
Instructions  because  he  did  not  get  them  from  the  right  source, 
tor  he  tells  us  that,  he  was  led  to  use  the  remedy  on  the 
advice  of  a  layman,  from  whom  he  seems  to  have  obtained  his 
early  supplies.  However,  notwithstanding  these  palpable  vio- 
lations of  the  correct  method  of  using  the  preparation,  this 
unpramising  patient  recovered  to  such  an  extent  that  the  cavi- 
ties all  filled  up  and  over  40  per  cent,  of  the  patient's  lung 
consists  of  scars.  This  was  proved  by  the  «-ray.  Dr.  Barber 
liad  other  etiually  remarkable  cures. 

Another  name  that  is  often  seen  in  a  certain  class  of  litera- 
ture appears  in  connection  with  this  Hydrocine.  This  is  Dr. 
J.  W.  P.  Smithwick,  of  LaQrange,  N.  C.  Dr.  Smithwick,  how- 
pver,  is  given  to  writing  very  favorably  of  preparations  that 
are  not  in  the  Pharmacopeia,  such  as  Glycobenphene,  Boroben- 
phene,  Tongaline,  Bromidia,  Maltopepaine,  Ecthol,  Phenalgin, 
Dermapurine,  Angier's  Petroleum  Emulsion,  Thialion,  etc.,  tor 
(re  find  his  testimonials  in  the  advertising  literature  of  all  of 
these  articles.  Dr.  Smithwick,  who,  by  the  way,  is  given  as 
"first  vice-president  of  the  American  Congress  on  Tubercu- 
losis," and  therefore  should  be  an  authority  on  the  subject, 
seems  also  to  have  had  a  most  notable  experience,  for  every 
patient  treated  recovered,  and  bis  cases  Included  not  only  pul- 
nionary  tuberculosis,  but  also  hip-joint  disease,  lupus  vulgaris, 
etc,  and  of  the  worst  sort. 

When  we  began  to  receive  Roberts'  postal  cards  and  were 
asked  to  show  up  the  scheme,  we  thought  the  card  itself  was 
■0  quackish  that  no  intelligent  physician  would  risk  even  the 
16  cents.  It  seems,  however^  that  some  have  been  "almost 
persuaded,"  and  we  have  been  astonished  to  receive  letters 
■skiag  if  it  is  not  possible  that  this  nostrum  may  do  what 
its  promoters  say  it  will  do,  evidently  feeling  that  possibly, 
after  all,  the  long-looked-for  remedy  has  been  discovered.  How 
foolishi      If   Roberts   and   the  promoters    (who   are,  perhaps, 
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mftkiDg  him  a  cat's  paw)  really  had  a,  remedy  that  would  do 
what  they  claim  this  one  will  do,  there  would  not  be  words  in 
the  English  language  strong  enough  to  characterize  their  vil- 
lainy and  inhumanity  in  keeping  it  secret.  Jt,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  stuff  is  a  fraud,  then  it  is  simply  another  instance 
to  add  to  the  list  of  attempts  to  humbug  the  public,  and  to 
make  money  out  of  their  suffering.  Either  horn  of  the 
dilemma  is  certainly  reprehensible,  and  to  have  one  who  is 
supposed  to  have  once  been  a  reputable  physician  mixed  up 
in  it  should  be  a  source  of  regret  to  every  member  of  our 
profession,     (from  the  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  Aug.  17,  1907.) 

An  Analysis  of  Rydrocine 

Hydrooine,  widely  advertised  as  a  consumption  cure  and 
belonging  to  the  class  that  Samuel  Hopkins  Adams  would 
designate  the  "fundamental  fakes,"  has  been  analyzed  hy  our 
chemists  and  found  to  consist  chiefly  of  cane  sugar. 

In  common  with  other  members  of  its  class,  it  Is  advertised 
as  being  an  essentially  non-secret  preparation  and,  to  bear  out 
that  claim,  an  involved  and  meaningless  "formula"  is  appended. 
Its  promoters  state  that  Hydrocine  is  "a  vegetable  hyper-oxl- 
dized  hydro-carbon" — whatever  that  may  mean.  Its  "formulas" 
are  equally  enlightening.  We  use  the  plural  advisedly,  as 
Hydrocine  exhibits  that  fine  fickleness  and  mutability  of  com- 
position that  characterizes  noatnung  of  its  kind.  Its  early 
"fonnula"  was  as  follows: 

Hy per-oildi zed  hfd co-carbon   (vegetable) 28  gr. 

Pure  rock  sugar 8  gr. 

Powdered  pancreatln 1/20  gr. 

The  oiida  are  liberated  In  Ihe  etomach  and  thrown  Into  the 

For  some  unknown  reason,  however,  this  "formula"  was 
changed  before  the  edition  of  the  pamphlet,  setting  forth  the 
wonders  of  the  combination,  was  exhausted.  "Formula,"  No. 
2,  as  printed  on  a  "sticker"  placed  over  "Formula"  No.  1, 
states  that  Hydrocine  consists  of: 

Oxidized  carbo-bydcatea  and  essential  oils 16  1/2     gr. 

Mineral  conatltuenta    11/2     gr. 

Puce  rock  sugar 9  gr. 

Powdered  panereatln 1/20  gr. 

Accompanying  this  later  pamphlet — or  more  correctly,    the 

earlier  pamphlet  with  a  later  "formula" — is  a  circular  giving 
the  following  enlightening  information  regarding  the  compo- 
sition of  Hydrocine: 

IHQBEDIENTS 

"Oil  Of  Cinnamon.  codIIu,  peppermint,  apcuce.  myrtle,  cbekan, 
marrubium,  myrrh,  turpentine  and  thymol,  with  all  toiic  prop- 
erties positively  eliminated.  The  residue  Is  highly  oildlzed, 
mlied  with  oxidized  sugar,  panereatln  and  pressed  Into  a  SO 
grain  tablet.  The  oxygen  Is  liberated  iu  a  nascent  lorm  and 
taken  up  by  the  circulation,  and  thus  enables  patients  to  become 
saturated  with  the  same  In  30  minute  doses." 
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This  Bftme  circular  also  gives  what  purpoTU  to  b«  &  report 
of  an  analysis  of  Hydrocine  Tablets,  which,  however,  read* 
more  as  if  it  were  a  testimonial  prepared  at  the  request  of  the 
maDufacturer,  in  epite  of  the  fact  that  it  ia  written  by  a  pre- 
aumsbly  reputable  chemist.  Thus,  while  the  report  states  that 
tbe  tablets  contain  a  certain  amount  of  "aldehydes,  ketones 
and  oxidized  products  from  the  bodies  used,"  the  chemist 
virtually  acknowledges  that  these  bodies  were  not  actually 
determined  by  him.  In  fact,  from  the  language  of  tbe  report 
one  is  led  to  believe  that  he  accepted  the  manufacturer's  state- 
ment in  regard  to  their  presence.  Of  course,  we  do  not  know 
the  composition  of  the  Hydroeine  which  the  manufacturer  sub- 
mitted to  this  chemist  for  report,  or  the  composition  which 
Hydroeine  will  have  in  the  future.    The  report  of  the  analysis 


Photosiapbtc  ceprodnctlona    (reducedl    o(  s< 

the  TariouB  sugar  "cures"  for  tuberculoaia. 

Hyaroclne  appeared  Id  tbe  Texas  Medical  Journal;  that  nt  Oleo- 
sone.  In  the  Jfedfcol  BummOTy;  tliat  of  Oijdase,  In  the  IrUtrna- 
lioBol  Joumai  o/  BuTgery. 

made  for  the  American  Medical  AsBOciation  by  its  chemists 
indicates  the  composition  of  Hydroeine  such  as  is  sent  to 
physicians,  and  ia,  therefore,  of  interest.     It  is  as  follows: 


We  have  made  a  careful  examination  of  tbe  original 
package  of  Hydroeine  and  find  that  tbe  average  weight 
of  the  tablets  is  20.6  grains.  Of  this,  B5  per  cent.,  or  28 
grains,  of  the  total  of  2!).E  grains,  is  cane  sugar.  Each 
tablet  contains  an  average  of  0.3  of  a  grain  of  a  sub- 
stance, insoluble  in  alcohol,  containing  nitrogenous 
matter.  The  indicationa  are  that  this  substance  may 
be  very  impure  pancreatin,  that  is,  that  this  0.3  of  a 
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gnin  may  oonUin  the  1/20  grain  of  puterMtln 
claimed  to  be  preaeut  by  the  mannfactnreri.  It  also 
contains  very  imall  quantitlea  of  aromatic  oila,  and  it 
is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  these  oils,  like  tur- 
pentine, react  with  oxygen  that  it  is  claimed  that  the 
vegetable  matter  is  "hyper-nxidiied."  The  formula, 
however,  mentions  "hyper-ozidized  hydro-earbon." 
Perhaps  the  manufacturers  have  reference  to  the  rock 
sugar  and  mean  carbohydrate,  for  there  is  probably  no 
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Pbotograpblc'  rcproductloa  (reduced)  at  Ibc  cover  page  of  a 
small  booklet  In  which  a  Dr.  W.  H.  Hocse  lulsomel;  lauds 
Roberta'  product.  This  write-up  was  also  published  Id  seTcral  ot 
the  less  reputable  medical  Journals.  Morse  seems  to  make  a  busi- 
ness of  furnishing  write-ups  tor  TarlouB  medical  fakes.  Epilepsj 
carea,  rbeumstism  cures,  cures  tor  blindness  and  vibrators  are  but 
a  few  of  the  things  that  Morse  bas  testifled  tor.  Tbs  letters 
"F.S.Sc.  (London),"  that  appear  stier  his  aame.  indicate  that  be  la 
a  member  of  a  serio-comic,  fraudulent  concern  csiilDg  itself  the 
"Bocletf  of  Science.  Letters  and  Art."  The  cost  of  obtaining  tne 
honor  I  ?)  of  membership  in  this  "Boclctj"  Is  (6.00. 

oxidation  of  the  sugar,  though  it  is  probable  that  the 
aromatic  oila  present  may  be  partially  oxidized  aad 
changed  in  other  ways  after  a  time,  but  the  "hyper- 
oxidized  hydro-carbon   (vegetable)  28  groins"  of  the 
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formula  is  an  absurdity,  particnkrly  bb  tbe  Mutlysla 
BhoWB  that  tbe  tablet  containg  2S  grainH  of  augar.    We 
do  not  believe  that  it  is  poaslble  for  Buch  a  aubstaiice 
M   turpentine,   for   instance,   when    in   eontaot    with 
eocrose  (cane  sugar)   to  act  as  an  oxidizing  agent. 
Apparently,   therefore,  the  essential   constituent   of   Hydro- 
cine,  as  it  is  now  offered  to  physicians,  is  cane  sugar,  and 
evidently  this  was  tbe  eubstance  which  woa  referred  to  as  th« 
"hyper-oxidized   hydro-carbon."      As   indicated   by   our   cbem- 
ist'a  report,  the    very    learned   (  T)    statements  regarding  the 
"hyper-oxidized    hydro-carbon"    or    "oxidized    carbo-hydratea" 
may  be  reduced    to  a   simpler    statement:     "Each  29.S    grain 
Hydrocine  tablet  contains  2S  grains  of  cane  sugar  and  small 
quantities  of  Tolatile  oils  and  a  trace  of  pancreatin." 


~  To  snm  up,  we  have:  A  preparation,  shown  by  analysis  to 
be  9G  per  cent,  cane  sugar,  put  on  the  marlcet  to  be  retailed 
at  a  cost  of  $8  a  pound  (avoirdupois).  The  claim  is  made 
tbat  by  giving  this  preparation  in  30-graio  doses  to  the  extent 
of  one  and  a  quarter  ounces  daily,  tuberculosis  can  be  "per- 
manently cured"  in  "from  six  to  sixteen  weeks."  To  impress 
tbe  unthinking,  the  main  constituent  in  the  formula  is  given 
a  quaei-scientifle  name,  meaningless  in  import.  The  exploiter 
of  tiiia  "remedy"  claims  to  have  given  up  a  practice  yielding 
tlO.OOO  annually  "to  spread  tbe  truth  regarding  this  prepara- 
tion"— and  incidentally,  we  suspect,  to  reap  the  beneSts  that 
muat  accrue  from  selling  sugar  at  over  $5  a  pound,  wholesale. 
Our  chemist  having  translated  for  us  into  simpler  language 
the  statements  as  to  the  composition  of  the  article,  we,  as 
pbyeicians,  should  not  Qnd  it  difficult  to  interpret  correctly  the 
evidence  on  wbich  the  claims  are  based.  {Modified  from  The 
Journal  A.  M.  A.,  Feb.  15,  1908.) 

Oleoione — Oxydase — Cowles  Institute 

Hydrocine  is  no  more,  but  the  commercial  possibilities  in 
Bugar  as  a  therapeutic  agent  are  stili  recognized.  Phoenix-like, 
there  have  arisen  from  the  ashes  of  Hydrociiie  two  other 
"hyper-oxidized  hydro-carbons" — Oxydase  and  Oleozone.  In 
fset,  -there  seems  to  be  at  present  no  fewer  than  three  con- 
wns  which  are  "curing"  tuberculosis  by  means  of  sugar  plu» 
various  incidentals. 

HTDBOCIHB — OLEOZONE — 0XT0A8R  ' 
Before  Dr.  Roberts  "gave  up  a  practice  that  was  yielding 
■    ■    .  [himl   an   income   of   over   S10,000.0O  a  year"   to   sell 
odoriferous  sugar  at  $8.00  a  pound,  Hydrocine  seems  to  have 
h«a  manufactured  by  a  Mr.  E.  C.  Getsinger.     It  no 
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TREATMENT  OF 
ItEiPHlATTHtY  mutts 

TUBERCULOSIS 

-CS.  ROBERTS.  M.D. 


PLotosrapblc  rpproductlon  of  Iwo  labels,  ooe  (rom  the  "hsnaathe 
iiira"  put  out  by  tbe  A'.  Tt.  S,.  the  other  from  the  "consumption 
;urp."  Ilydroclne  Inow  called  OleoKOCOl,  eiplolted  bj  C.  S.  Rob- 
erts, one  of  the  .irlgldnl  ah-oetors  of  the  A.  D.  S.  Nollte  that  tlio 
j«rial  number  an  tbe  two  labels  Is  tbe  Eame,  indicating  a  common 
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that  Getainger  and  Roberts  have  parted  company,  for  the 
country  is  being  flooded  with  letters  from  Roberta  in  which 
he  saja: 

"In  Tiew  of  the  fact  that  (he  parly  [GetBlnger?!  who  tormerly 
manntacturcd  the  old  product  Car  mc  .  .  .  ie  now  attemptlUE  to 
DiBrhct  it  himsell,  I  wish  to  avoid  the  daag«r  atlslug  tcom  anyone 


adopted  a 


and  vastly  li 


On  the  other  hand  Mr.  Getsinger,  who  signs  himself  pro- 
prietor of  the  "Oxydase  Company,"  and  who,  apparently,  ia 
the  Oxydase  Company,  has  attempted  to  checlunate  Dr.  Rob- 
erts by   means   of   post-cards   and   other   advertising   matter. 

"The  chemical  name  of  the  compound  Is  'oiydlzed  hydro-carbon' 
and  later  It  was  named  'Hydroclne.'  In  the  present  perfected  form 
we  present  U  to  the  proCesHlon  under  the  name  "Oiydaae.'  " 


Pholoeraphlc  reproduction  (reduced)  ol  a  postal  card  sent 
oufby  GietBinger  after  his  brenk  wllb  Roberts,  In  which  he. calls 
sllentlon  to  the  fact  that  Roberts  Is  no  longer  the  sales-agent 
(or  Hydroclne.  It  was  at  this  time  that  (jetsinger  recbristened  his 
product  Oiydaat.  In  the  original  card  the  words  "Hydroclne  Is 
now  called  Oxydase"  were  Imprinted  with  a  rubber  stamp  over  tbe 
plcli^re  of  the  shell  of  bydrocfne.  Most  of  this  Is  lost  in  the  pboto- 
graivSle  reproduction  here  given. 

Tliat  there  may  be  no  mistake,  tbe  Oxydase  Company  sends 
out  a  printed  post-card  which  begins: 

"Deab  Doctor: — This  inforrag, you  that  Dr.  C.  8.  Roberts  ol  New 


TESTIMONIALS    I 


Tbe  advertising  "literature,"  including  testimonials  of  tha 
Apparently  defunct  Hydroclne  Company,  seems  to  have  re- 
verted to  Mr.  Getsinger,  as  the  Oxydase  Company's  pamphlets 
'te  practically  a  le-hash  of  the  old  Hydroclne  matter.    In  this 
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connection,  it  is  interesting  to  note  how  teatimoniftlg  are  over- 
worked. One  of  the  most  imposing  testimonials  in  the  old 
Hfdrocine  pamphlet  was  that  accredited  to  Dr.  O.  P.  Barber 
of  Saginaw,  Mich.    In  this  teatimonial.  Dr.  Barber  was  quoted 

"I  was  looklnK  tor  a  caw  lo  try  Hydroclae  od.  which  Mr.  George 
B.  Marie;,  Fretldent  Second  Nationsl  Banlc,  had  brought  borne  with 
blm  trom  New  Tork.  and  was  (uralabed  me  bj  blm  for  nearl;  all 
»  1  have  trcBted." 


all  the  cases  I  have  treated. 

His  condition  was  such  that  I  had  no  hopes  I 

whatever  of  helping  him  with  any  remedy,  but  \ 
'  Mr.  Morley  had  so  excited  ray  curiosity  regard-  ( 

mgTimremedy  by  his  description  of  cases  he 

had  talked  with  in  New  York,  alleged  to  have   I 
I  been  cured  by  this  treatment,  that  I  put  him  on  ^ 
I  the  medicine. 
U.  ^ii.  nrinrnnnrr  twi  mirVfii  in  *nr  ''Ktntn'*' 


\     He  then  came  to  see  me,  at  my  request,  as  I 
was   looking   for  a  case  to  try   Hvdrocme   on. 

which  Mr  George  B.  Morley,  President  Second 


S 


New  York.  Mr.  Morley  had  so  excited  my  curi- 
osity regarding  this  remedy  by  his  description  of 
case?  he  had  talked  with  in  New  York,  alleged  to 
have  been  cured  by  this  treatment,  that  I  put  him 
on   the  medicine.  . 


me,  at  my  request,  ■ 
which  to  try  the  Qt^^^ 
Georne^  B.  M.  hadbro^ht  1 


'Brs."h 

'  this  remei 


regarding  this  remedj  by  hu{ 
■  he  had  tallied  with  ii    " 


■  .MS  ipffkwi  in  t^^pJ■^t^emft■ 

The  evolution  of  a  tesllmonial.  from  the  Qoldamlth  Case 
credited  to  Dr.  O,  P.  Barber :  1,  Ab  tt  appeared  in  tbe  earlier 
Hydrocine  pamplilots ;  2,  trom  the  later  Djdraclne  "literature" ; 
3,  aa  it  Is  now  In  tlie  Oijdase  pnrapbiet. 

We  called  attention  in  our  previous  article  to  ttie  somewhat 
unusual  course  of  a  physician  administering  a  remedy  of  wIioh 
virtues  he  learned  from  the  layman  who  funiiihed  it.     Thia 
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objection  cannot  Ik  raised,  however,  to  this  same  teetimoDial 
of  Dr.  Barber's  as  it  now  appears  in  the  Oxydase  "llteratnr*." 
While  it  is  used  practicall;  verbatim,  except  for  tie  substitu- 
tion of  the  term  "Getsinger  treatmeiit"  where  "Hydrocine" 
used  to  appear,  we  Snd  that  the  erstwhile  ^le,nk  president  has 
assupied  a  professional  rdle,  and  that  "Mr.  George  B.  Morley" 
has  become  "Dr.  George  B.  M."  We  are  loath  to  Iielieve  that 
a  bank  president  would  give  up  his  highly  reputable  and  not 
nnlucrative  business  for  the  purpose  of  developing  the  thera- 


Pbolosrapbtc  reiicoductloD  (much  redaced)  ol  a  newspaper  adver- 
lisement  of  Oildaze,  the  latest  name  foe  GelaiDgec'a  product.  Tliia 
itQlt  Is  sotd  direct  to  the  pabltc. 

pentic  possibilities  of  rocic  candy — even  though  there  may  be 
money  in  it.  Knowing  what  we  do  of  teBtimonials  and  their 
value,  it  seems  more  reaaonable  to  suppose  that  the  trans- 
formation of  the  banker  into  a  physician  is  merely  an  artistic 
touch  on  the  part  of  those  who  adapted  the  Hydrocine  adver- 
tiwmente  to  the  Oxydase  product. 
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THE  NEW  CHEWBIBT 

Much  Btreu  is  laid  b;  the  Oxydase  Company  on  the  state-    ' 
raent  that  while. their  tablet  is  super-oxidized,  the  substitute 
tablet  £01eozone?]   "is  not  oxidized,"     To    prove    (I)    their 
point,  the  Oxydase  Company  aays: 

"riBte  Ihe  tablet  between  tweeiera.  IgDite  with  a  matrb,  then 
observe  the  ott/gen  blue  flame.  The  sputtering  Is  the  eiploslon  of 
■ntdll  guantltiea  of  Ozvotn  as  It  Is  rnpldlf  liberated.  Tbere  Is  no 
amoks,  nor  odor,  proTlDS  complete  combustion."    [Italics  outs. — Ed.] 

Hiis  test,  lx>th  from  theoretical  aad  practical  consideratioiis, 
deserves  notice.  Theoretical!;,  because  oxygen  l>eing,  in  air, 
an  incombustible  gas,  can  neither  explode  nor  bum  with  a  blue 
or  any  other  kind  of  flame;  practically,  because,  the  statement 
to  tbe  contrary  notwithstanding,  there  was  some  smoke  and 
a  distinct  odor  of  burning  sugar  when  a  sample  Oxydase  tati- 
let  was  ignited. 

The  "oxygenating"  power  of  Oxydase  and  its  varied  thertt- 
peuiic  indications  are  set  forth  in  the  following  weirdly  con- 
structed sentence: 

"With  SO  remedial  Impulses  In  septemla  wltbln  ten  hours,  or 
loDget  on  the  same  daeage,  Is  a  lormldable  weapon  In  tbe  hands  al  a 
pb^Blclan — In  cases  of  Typhoid  Ferer,  and  other  sudden  Invaslona 
of  disease ;  In  Croup.  PneumonlK.  Diphtheria.  Astlima.  Abscesses, 
BroQchltIs,  etc.,  Oiydase  will  give  jou  surprtslag  results." 

OLEOZOKE  "SIEICTLT  ETHICAL" 
In  calling  attention  to  his  "improved  Hydrocine,"  Dr.  Rob- 
erts emphasizes  that  he  is  "distributing  this  remedy  along 
strictly  ethical  lines  only."  In  fact,  be  "will  not  even  place 
it  in  drug  stores,  unless  to  accommodate  a  physician  at  bia 
request."  This  course  is  somewhat  of  a  departure  from  that 
which  he  followed  in  exploiting  Hydrocine. 

THE  "COWIJIS  ihstitute" 
But  Dr.  Roberts  and  Mr.  Getsinger  are  apparently  not  the 
only  ones  who  dispense  "oxygenated  products."  We  have 
received  letters  from  various  parts  of  the  country  inquiring 
about  a  New  York  concern  calling  itself  the  "Cowlea  Insti- 
tute." A  pamphlet  sent  out  by  this  "institute"  has  printed 
on  the  cover  a  red  double-cross — a  misuse  of  the  international 
emblem  of  the  campaign  against  tuberculosis  that  is  as  unwiir- 
ranted  as  it  should  he  illegal.    On  the  title  page  we  read; 

"Established  tor  the  ti 
by  entirely  new  and  spe 
the  highest  ethical  standacds,  by  which  full  recoveries  In  uncom- 
plicated cases  of  tuherculoals  are  generally  made  In  from  six  to  nine 
months  without  tbe  necessity  of  cbanglng  climate  or  eaforcloe 
severe  or  rigid  byglenk-dle telle  rules." 


The  "entirely  new  and  special  methods  of  medication"    is 
"by  means  of  an  easily  digested  specially  oxygenated  pieduot 
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that  t^  regular  process  of  maimiUtion  conv^a  Atomic  Oxygen 
in  proper  corobination  direct  to  the  circulation.  ..." 
This  wonderful  remedy  is  far  too  subtle  a.  product  to  dis- 
tribute indiacrimimitely  to  the  medical  profession,  much  aa  the 
Cowles  Institute  would  lilte  to  do  ho, 

"but  owing  to  tbe  necessity  of  beeplns  it  under  flied  conditions  at 
ligbt  and  temperature  and  ol  using  it  within  a  ver?  limited  period 
□(  time  in  order  to  obtain  tbe  proper  results,  it  Is  manifestly  Impos- 
sible to  do  this." 

We  And,  however,  that  the  "treatment"  is  not  to  be  entirely 
"cornered,"  as  letters  are  sent  to  physicians  stating  that  It  is 
the  desire  of  the  "institute"  to  place  the  "oxygenated  product" 
in  the  "hands  of  at  least  one  competent  physician  in  every 
eonununity  of  consequence."  To  those  physicians  who  have 
&  tuberculous  patient  under  their  care,  they  would  "be  glad 
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Photographic  reptoduetion  (reduced)  of  a  "return  envelope"  sent 
oat  by  the  South  American  branch  o[  the  Oxydase  concern.  Quack- 
ery knows  no  geographic  limitations. 

to  send  a  sufficient  quantity  to  demonstrate  its  value  without 
any  expense  except  express  charges."  As  to  what  may  be 
expected  from  this  "treatment,"  the  modest  claim  is  made: 

".  .  .  practically  90  per  cent. 
and  second  stages  o(  tuberculosis 
permanent  recovery." 

We  have,  then,  apparently  three  concerns  "curing"  tuber- 
culosis '  by  means  of  sugar  and  essential  oils,  two  of  them 
operated  by  laymen.  The  similarity  of  the  claims  made,  and 
of  the  methods  pursued,  by  this  trio  of  "consumption  cures" 
is  best  shown  by  the  quotations  we  have  taken  from  the 
"literature"  and  correspondence  of  the  three  concerns 
and  arranged  in  parallel  columns. —  [From  The  Journal 
1.  M.  A^  Mar.  tO,  1909.) 
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The  latest  chaoge  in  the  name  of  Getsinger'a  product  is 
"Oxidaze"  put  out  by  the  American  Oxidaze  Company.  TbU 
company  ia  said  to  have  purchased  the  formula  of  Getsinger 
who  is  no  longer  connected  with  the  business. 

The  Oxidaze  concern  sella  its  product  direct  to  the  public. 
The  nostrum  is  recommended  for  tuberculosis,  pneumonia, 
asthma,  bronchitis,  catarrh,  laryngitis,  whooping-cough,  etc., 
and  this  evil -smelling  mixture  is  said  "to  fortify  the  body 
against  the  invasion  of  all  germa  .or  infection,  of  whatever 
name  or  nature."  While  most  of  the  men  connected  with- 
this  new  company  seem  to  be  laymen,  one  individual — -its 
president— is  a  physician,  and  his  facsimile  signature  appears 
on  the  advertising  mettCT  and  the  packages  of  the  nostrum. 
This  man  is  Eugene  Howard,  M.D.,  who  was  graduated  by 
the  Missouri  Medical  College  in  1874.  Howard,  it  is  said, 
has  not  practiced  medicine  for  the  past  twenty-five  years  but 
has  been  engaged  in  business.  He  is  not  registered  in  Massa- 
chusetts, having  discontinued  practice  prior  to  the  registra- 
tion act  of  1894.  The  assumption  seems  justified  that  the  use 
of  the  title  "M.D."  after  the  name  of  the  president  of  the 
Oxidaze  Company  is  for  the  purpose  of  lending  an  air  of 
respectability-  to  an  otherwise  disreputable  business. 

To  determine  the  composition  of  this  latest  form  of  the 
"sugar  cure"  for  consumption  so  that  it  might  be  compared 
'with  its  predecessors,  an  analysis  of  the  stuff  was  made  in 
the  Chemical  Laboratory  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion.    The  chemists'  report  follows; 

lABOBATOBY   BEFOBT 

"The  tablets  received  in  a  carton  labelled  'Oxidaze  Tablets 
No.  1  Dark.  A  most  effective  remedy  in  the  treatment  of 
Tuberculosis,  Pneumonia,  Asthma  .  .  .  etc.  .  .  .  prepared 
for  American  Oxidaze  Company,  Worcester,  Mass.,'  are  dark 
brown  in  color  possessing  a  strong  odor  and  taste  of  essential 
oils.    A  general  separation  of  ingredients  yielded  the  following 

CbloroConn -soluble   matter 10.98  per  cent. 

Water-hisoluble  matter 7.8C  per  cent. 

Water-salable  matter  <b;  dilTerence) .  SI, 18  per  cent. 


"The  chloroform -soluble  matter  appears  to  be,  at  least  in 
large  part,  a  mixture  of  volatile  oils. 

"The  water-soluble  portion  appears  to  consist  of  sugar  con- 
taining some  dye  and  a  trace  of  potassium  iodid,  the  latter 
amounting  to  0.14  per  cent,  of  the  tablet. 

"The  water -insoluble  matter  consists  almost  entirely  of  corn 

"The  specimen  of  Oxidaze  tablets  examined  may  then  be  said 
to  consist  essentially  of  sugar  containin)^  a  small  amount  of 
volatile  oils,  starch  and  a  trace  of  potassium  iodid." 
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IM  (iVACKEHY 

From  this  anahsia  it  la  eiiUeut  that  th«  tablula  nou  aold 
as  0\iJaze  arc  of  the  Bami,  ehiiracter  aa  those  formtrlj 
exploited  bb  Hjdrocine  The  substitution  of  a  little  'tarch  for 
Bome  of  ttie  sugar,  the  addition  of  a  httle  more  oil  and  the 
presence  of  s.  minute  quantity  of  potaaaium  lodid  mark  th<. 
onlj  essential  differeiicf  between  the  Oxidaze  tablet  and  its 
prototype,  Hydrocine  In  spite,  then  of  its  nomencta tonal 
evolution,  the  "augar  cure"  for  consumption  remains  just  aa 
worthlpss  and  ju^t  as  aiUj  an  it  ^sas  before  it  sprang  new 
born  from  the  fertile  brain  of  its  inventor  &o  long  however, 
as  the  public  elinga  to  the  old  belief  that  anv  preparation  that 
tastea  bad  and  amella  worse  tmxtt  hale  therapeutic  value,  so 
long  mil  the  J  Bufua  W  alllngfords  of  the  pharmaceutical 
world  continue  to  capitalize  the  hopefulness  and  creduhtj  oi 
ignorance  (front  The  Journal  A  M  A  Dec  30,  1911  mth 
modificattona  ) 


I  pre»  nts  tli(  wny  in  whlcli  this  vi  i  u-,  fraud  |b  supposed  to 

of  operations  to  Europe  where  1  e  goes  through  the  aame  pro 
cess  In  a  like  manner  when  a  nostrum  has  worn  out  its  wel 
come  in  Europe  ita  astute  exploiter  casts  his  lines  tn  American 
waters  in  hoje  of  relieving  the  credulous  sick  ot  their  dollars 

Sartolin  is  a  consumption  cure  which  had  its  origin  sev- 
eral years  ago  in  Germany,  its  "inventor"  being  one  Robert 
Schneider  of  Berlin.     Its  name  originally  seems  to  have  been 
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Sanoain.  Apparently  it  did  not  take  very  long  for 
this  nostrum  to  be  discredited  in  the  land  of  its  birth,  and  then 
advertisetnents  began  to  appear  in  the  British  newspapera  ex- 
tolling the  wonderful  virtues  of  sartolin  and  detailing  its 
"cures."-  Still  more  recently  the  newspapers  in  this  country 
recorded  the  fact  that  "Dr."  Robert  Schneider  of  Berlin  Imd 
arrived  in  the  United  States  and  was  on  hia  way  to  Chicago 
where  he  "would  demonstrate  his  method  of  curing  conaump- 
tion."  Now  we  find  that  the  "U.  S.  Head  Office  A  Depot"  of  the 
Sartolin  Company  is  located  in  Chicagck 

According  to  the  booklet  put  out  by  the  Chicago  concern, 
Sartolin  is  "the  newly  diacovered  treatment  for  consumption 
and  kindred  diaeaseH"  and  has  been  patented  in  the  United 
States.  Further  we  leurn  that  tlie  "treatment"  consists  of 
vaporizing  the  mixture  which  constitutes  sartolin,  and  inhal- 
ing the  fumes.  According  to  the  {Hitent  specifleations  sartolin 
eeems  to  be  composed  of: 

Powdered  eacaljctua  [eaves T.6 

Oil    of   enealyptus 4.5 

Flowers   of    Bulplinc SS.O 

Powdered   wood   charcoal 29.0 

A  small  amount  of  this  mixture  is  placed  on  a  slab  under 
which  an  alcohol  lamp  is  burning.  The  whole  thing  is  aup- 
posed  to  be  operated  in  a  room  that  is  tightly  closed  and  in 
which  the  tuberculous  patient  is  required  to  stay.  As  the 
booklet  of  directions  puts  it;  "The  fumes  are  breathed  in  a 
closed  bed-room  during  the  night  . . . . "  In  the  advertising 
matter  the  open-air  treatment  is  belittled  and  serum  therapy 
designated  as  valueless.  The  victim  is  urged  to  use  the 
"sartolin  treatment,"  which  consista  in  abutting  himself  up  for 
the  night  in  a  tightly -closed  room  to  breathe  the  stagnant 
air  laden  with  the  products  both  of  his  own  exhalations  and  of 
the  combustion  of  the  stinking  mixture  which  forms  the  nos- 
trum. If  there  are  degrees  of  viciousness  in  the  various  fake 
cures  for  tuberculosis  it  would  seem  that  sartolin  surely  should 
rank  as  one  of  the  worst.  {From  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  June 
18,  1910.) 

TUBESCLECIDE 

At  various  times  in  the  process  of  investigating  and  expos- 
ing "cancer  cure"  and  "consumption  cure"  frauds,  The 
JouBNAL  has  called  attention  to  the  disreputable  character  of 
the  individuals  who  are  engaged  in  this  business.  The  relation 
of  personal  character  to  commercial  enterprise  is,  of  course, 
not  BO  much  a  matter  of  coincidence  as  of  cause  and  elTect. 
It  is  natural  that  individuals  who  would  engage  in  such 
cruel  and  disreputable  businessea  as  those  of  exploiting  cancer 
and  conaumption  cures  should  themselves  be  disreputable. 
Tliere  are,  it  is  tnie,  occasional  well-meaning,  unbalanced 
ignoramuses    who    really    believe    that    they   have    discovered 
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cures  for  theae  deadly  disemaM  knd  who  mII  tlieir  nostrnma 
under  that  htmcBtlj  nuBtakeu  belief.  Such  emse*  *re  r&re;  so 
rsre  m  to  be  Degligible.  PracticAUy  everf  indiTidua)  who 
takes  monej  from  k  consumptive,  or  from  a  sufferer  from 
raDcer,  for  a  worthleH  aostnim  sold  ■■  a  cure  for  either  of 
these  diseases,  knows  that  he  i*  defrauding  his  victims  just 
as  truly  as  the  highway  robber  knows  that  he  is  plundenug 
the  citiien  whom  he  holds  up  at  the  point  of  a  revolver 

SOUK  PESSOHAL  HISTORY 

Tuberelecide  is  a  fraudulent  consumption  cure  sold  by  the 
Tuberrlecide  Company  which  has  headquarters  at  Iios  Angeles 


ilr  rcpTixlui'tlanB  of  tbp  Tub^rrlprlde  Compin;  ■  letter 
ri'SdH  Bi  dlllfreDl  periods.  It  will  be  nuliced  Ibst  the  older  (upper) 
li-ttiTlii'id  has  Ayw'k  af  n  "Ikvinr :"  ihe  more  recent  ltow«r>  let- 
UTbi'sd  omiu  the  frnudulcntl;  u»ed  title. 

mid  agencies  in  various  southwestern  states.  The  leading 
spirit  of  the  poncom  and  the  reputed  "discoverer"  of  Tuber^ 
decide  is  one  Charles  F.  Aycock.  From  the  evidence  at  hano, 
Aycock  seems  to  be  just  the  type  of  man  one  would  expect  to 
find  engaged  in  taking  money  from  indigent  consumptives  under 
the  fraudulent  promise  of  a  cure.  A  carefnl  investigation 
seeme  to  establish  the  following  facts  regarding  Aycock: 
He  was  renrpd  in  Boone  County,  Arkansas,  where  he  is  said 
to  have  exploited,  many  years  ago;  a  fraudulent  ratarrh  cure. 
Even  at  that  time,  Ayoock  seems  to  have  been  able  to  fool' 
the  people  Buccesatully.  as  he  was  elected  county  treasurer. 
While  holding  this  office,  the  people  learned  how  foolish  they 
were  to  trust  a  "patent -medicine"  faker  with  other  people's 
money,  for  Ayeock  is  alleged   to  have  embezzled  over  $2,900 
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of  the  county  fanda.  A  neighbor  who,  at  the  time,  had  some 
conGdence  in  liim  went  on  hie  bond  so  as  to  permit  Aycock  to 
be  at  liberty  until  tbe  trial.  Aycock  ia  said  to  have  demon' 
Btrated  his  appreciation  of  thia  neighborly  kindnega  by  forfeit- 
ing his  bail  and  fleeing  from  the  state.  For  two  and  one-lialf 
years  he  seems  to  have  kept  out  of  the  clutches  of  the  Arkan- 
Bia  authorities  but  be  was  captured,  it  ia  said,  aa  he  was 
about  to  sell  a  fake  gold  mine. 


WE  ARE  NOW  IN  ALBUQUERQUE 


Proofs  That  Tuberclecide 


Cures  Consumption 
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OCHcea  arc  now  i>|>enecl.in  the  BsmeU  Bld^ 
RootM  44.  43  and  46 
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A  greatlj  reduced  pholoerophlc  reprodurtlon  of  a  Tiibprileclde 
aJyertiHcineDt  tbBt  appfured  In  the  AJiiuquiTquc,  N.  Mci..  nens- 
papprs.  Tbanka  to  tbc  actlvltli-s  of  ItiE  locnl  autborltiea,  Ajcutk 
louQd  It  deilrable  lo  claav  bla  Albuquerque  offlcv. 

The  records  show  that  Charles  F.  Aycock;  was  sentenced  to 
the  penitentiary  for  Qve  years  on  the  cliarge  of  embezzlement. 
At  the  end  of  a  year  and  a  half  he  waa  pardoned,  largely  on 
the  strength  of  a  petition  which  hia  wife  had  circulated. 
Aycock   again   displayed   hia   appreciation   for   help   given,  by 
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deeertin^  hii  wife  and  child,  soon  after  liia  releBae  from  the 
peniUntiaiy.  We  next  hear  of  him  ia  Oklahoma,  where, 
although  he  had  no  medical  education,  he  practiced  medicine. 
After  a  while,  Oklahoma  seems  to  hare  become  too  hot  for 
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ThlB  la  one  of  the  sdvertlsementa  Iseucd  by  Aycocb  at  the  tine 
(hat  he  attempted  to  net  advertleing  ammunition  by  writing  a  letter 
to  the  fedora!  authorities  making  an  offer  which  he  must  have 
known  rould  not  be  accepted  and  which  he,  daabtleas,  would  be  the 
laat  to  waut  to  bare  accepted. 

Aycock  tor  he  left  for  California  where  he  organized  tlie 
Tuberclecide  Company.  In  the  meantime  he  had  married 
again,  but   two  or  three   months  ago  the  second  wife  began 
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divorce  proceedingB  against  Aycock.  Even  after  going  to 
California  Ajcock  posed  as  s  physician,  but  more  recently  ne 
has  removed  the  prefix  "Dr."  from  bis  name  as  it  appears  or 
the  Tubcrclecide  stationery. 

These  details  are  given  not  for  the  purpose  of  raking  up 
an  ex-convict*8  past,  but  because  Aycock  is  at  present  engaged 
va  a  mucb  more  villainous  business  than  the  embezzling  of 
public  funds  or  the  selling  of  fake  gold  mines. 

THE   "cube"    itself 

Tuberclecide  comes  aa  a  pate-yellow,  oily  liquid  for  vrhich 
$15  for  a  two-ounce  bottle  is  asked.  When  examined  in  the 
Association's  laboratory,  the  chemists  reported  that  Tuber- 
clccide  is  "essentially  a  solution  of  creosote  or  gualacol  in 
=onie  bland  oil,  probably  olive  oil." 

■  About  tbe  time  that  Tuberclecide  was  exposed  in  Thb 
iToUBNAL,  Aycock  opened  a  branch  office  in  Albuquerque,  New 
Mexico,  and  at  once  commenced  a  vigorous  advertising  cam- 
paign. Fortunately  for  the  conaumptivea  of  Albuquerque  and 
vicinity,  this  town  has  an  intelligent  wide-awake  layman  who, 
recognizing  the  viciousness  of  Tuberclecide,  took  active  steps 
to  combat  it.  When  he  first  opened  the  Albuquerque  office, 
Aycock  continued  to  give  the  impression  that  he  ^¥aB  a  phy- 
sician, going  HO  far  as  to  have  "Dr.  Charles  F.  Aycock"  printed 
.  00  the  company's  stationery.  It  waa  not  long  before  he  was 
arrested  on  the  charge  of  violating  the  medical  practice  act 
and  although,  owing  to  local  conditions,  he  was  not  convicted 
he  found  it  the  part  of  discretion  to  omit  the  title  "Dr."  The 
notoriety  that  he  gained  in  Albuquerque  was  such  as  to  make 
him  close  that  ofBce  and  seek  other  fields  where  leas  was 
known  about  him. 

TBE  AXXGQED  OOVEBNMENT  TEST 

Like  other  consumption  cure  fakers,  Aycock  attempted  to 
get  advertising  ammunition  by  entering  into  correspondence 
with  government  officials  relative  to  his  nostrum.  He  wrote 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  asked  that  official  to  turn 
over  to  him  "six  or  eight  patients  who  are  in  the  last  stages 
of  tuberculosis"  for  treatment  with  Tuberclecide.  Following 
this  impudent  request,  newspaper  advertisements  were  pub- 
lished^as  reading  matter — headed  "Tuberclecide  to  be  tested 
by  United  States  Government."  Wh^n  Mr.  C.  S.  Ucker,  chief 
executive  officer  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  was  written 
to  regarding  the  truthfulness  of  the  claim  that  the  government 
was  going  to  test  Tuberclecide,  the  following  reply  was 
received  1 


.oogic 


DEPARTMENT   OF    THE    INTESIOK 


Sir; — By  departmental   reference  I 

letter   dated   Norembec    6.    1011.    addressed   t 
regardloK  ■•Tubercleclde,"'  and  beg  ta  BiHte  thla  office  did  no 
look    with    favor   on    the    preparation,    conseqaEDtly   took    D) 
notice  of  the  Bame. 

Very  reapeetfuUj, 

W.  A.  Wabfield,  Burgeon  In  Chief. 

Of  course,  Ajeock.  rot  being  a  fool,  can  hardly  have 
expected  the  government  to  take  any  at'tion  and  doubtless 
would  have  bepii  greatly  chagrined  had  iiis  bluff  been  called. 
The  important  point,  to  him,  was  that  he  had  been  able  to  put 
his  worthlese  nostnim  before  the  public  in  auch  a  light  as  to 
deceive  credulous  consumptivea. 

TESTIMONIAL'S 

Of  course  Aycock  publishes  testimonials  telling  the  wonder- 
ful results  that  have  been  accomplished  by  the  use  of  Tuber- 
clecide.  There  never  baa  been  a  consumption  cure  fraud  hut 
could  obtain  all  the  tustimoniala  that  could  be  used.  Some 
such  testimonials  are  fraudulent;  othera^tbe  majority — are 
honestly  given  by  those  who,  in  the  optimism  born  of  any  new 
treatment,  really  believe  at  the  outset  that  they  are  being 
helped.  It  is  testimoniats  of  this  last  class  that  make  up  one  of 
the  most  tragic  chapters  of  "patent  medicine"  frauds.  As 
The  Journal  has  shown  time  lud  again,  it  is  only  neceasnry 
in  many  an  instance  to  wait  a  few  months  or  a  year  to  be 
able  to  publish  side  by  side  with  the  testimonial  the  death 
certificate  of  the  poor  victim  who  gave  it. 

The  following  brief  record  gives  the  names  of  a  tew  indi- 
viduals who  have  taken  Tuberclecide  but  about  whom  the 
exploiters  of  this  fraud  are  careful  to  say  nothing; 

Case  1.— H.  Wenzell  took  twelve  bottles.     Worse. 
Caae  2.— J.  M.  Horner  took  five  bottles.  .  Died  August  20, 
1011. 
Case  3.— F.  Allen  took  tour  bottles.     Died  July  7,  1011. 
Case  4.— A.  J.  Imel  took  two  bottles.     Died  June  fl,  1011. 
Case  S.^J.  D.  Iloyt  took  two  bottles.     Worse. 
Case  6.— J.  Coldfinger  took  one  bottle.     Worse. 
Caae  7.— W.  Porterfield  took  one  bottle.    Died  March  2,  lfll2. 

CONCH- SION 

So  much  for  Tuberclecide.  That  a  mixture  of  guaiacol  in 
olive  oil  will  not  cure  tubereulosia,  every  physician  knows.    In 
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fact,  if  the  public  were  informed  of  the  composUion  of  Tuber- 
fleoide,  it  would  be  impoasible  to  sell  this  preparation  either 
at  the  exorbitant  price  that  is  asked  for  It — S15  for  two 
r  at  practical!;  anj'  price. 


There  is  a  ghastly  sameness   in  the  description  of  ' 
consumption  cure  frauds.     Exploited  in  nearly  every  eas 
men  who  are  as  lacking  in  profegsional  training  as  they  a 


,  Google 


172  QUAVKEKY 

moral  reaponaibility.  tlifse  "curet"  are  sold  under  claims  that 
are  grossly  false  and  with  an  utter  disregard  of  the  most 
elementary  canons  of  commercial  honesty.  The  same  tragedies 
of  money  wasted  that  can  be  ill-spared,  of  time  squandered 
tliat  can  be  spared  still  lees,  of  the  occasional  testimony 
fsYorable  to  the  preparation  given  at  the  beginning  of  the 
new   "treatment''   and,  Anally   of  the  same  depressing   deatli 

And  thus  it  goes.  Under  our  present  insulBcient  laws,  there 
is  no  way  of  halting  this  slaughter  of  the  innocents.  So  long 
as  men,  immoral  or  unmoral,  see  fit'  to  enrich  themselves  on 
the  blood<money  of  the  consumptive,  there  is  nothing  to 
prevent  them  so  doing  except  the  tediously  alow  process  of 
educating  the  public  to  realize  the  utter  wortblessness  and 
potential  danger  of  every  consumption  cure. 


TUBEKCULOIDS 

The  following  card  is  sent  out  to  the  public  by  the  Colum- 
bus Pbarmacal  Company,  Columbus,  Oliio,  and  a  copy  was 
sent  to  The  Joubnal  office  by  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis; 


By  t 

TsKiTHB-iT  (or  TuBEBCULusis.  The  medicinal  (acti 
TL'BEitcuLOiDs  TABLETS,  n  clicmlcBl  prodactlon  proven  efflca- 
eloua  by  bacrtriologltal  tests,  subatao dated  by  practical  use 
by  pbyslclans  under  all  kinds  of  climatic  and  systemic  con- 
ditions, li-ull  size  psckage  ($1,50  slie.  200  tablelsj  fur- 
nished tree  to  accredited  practicing  pbysiclana  on  return 
of  tbe  attached  card.  Ample  iDfonnatiOD  furnlslied  by 
peraoDBl  letter  for  iDtelllgenl  administration.  Originated 
and  maaafactured  only  by  Columbus  Phahmacai.  Coupamv, 
CoLUiiBUS.  Ouio.  BcrlBl  No.  3:>19,  Gnarantecd  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  June  30,   1906. 


Some  of  the  literature  anda  sample  of  tlie  preparation  were 
submitted  to  the  chemical  laboratory  of  the  Association  and 
the  cliemists  were  asked  for  an  opinion  and  a  report.  The 
chemists  declared  that  the  statements  made  were  typical  of 
those  made  for  the  average  "patent  medicine."  While  pre- 
tending to  give  exact  information  regarding  the  composition 
of  the  remedy,  the  literature  contains  only  mystifying  phrases. 
The  formulas  given  are  criticised,  and  it  is  stated  that  they 
are  evidently  intended  to  mislead.  Apparently,  the  tablets 
contain  bismuth,  possibly  a  nitrate  of  bismuth,  a  compound  ot 
guaiacol  and  a  salt  ot  cinnamic  acid.  There  is  no  class  of 
patients  whom  the  nostrum  maker  can  influence  more  easily 
than  consumptives;  they  are  always  hopeful  and  ever  ready  to 
praise  any  remedy  thoy  happen  to  use.  This  is  undoubtedly 
the  reason  why  tbe  "consumption  cure"  promoters  succeed  in 
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getting  so  man;  teatimonia.ls.  Attention  is  directed  to  the  fact 
that  the  statement  "guaranteed  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Att" 
does  uot  carry  with  it  any  guarantee  of  the  purity  of  the 
preparation  or  of  ita  efficacy  in  the  class  of  cases  for  the  cure 
of  which  it  ia  advertiaed.— CAbslracied  from  The  Journal  A. 
If.  A.,  Feb.  29,  190S,  p.  70i.) 


THE  WILSON  CONSDMPTIOH  "CURE" 
A  fraud  order  has  been  issued  by  the  pontoffice  authorities 
against  a  concern   engaged   in   the   "tonsuniption   cure"   busi- 
ness under  the  name  of  Rev.  Edward  A.  Wilson.    The  individ- 
ual conducting  the  business  was  one  C.  A.  Abbott  of  Brook- 

/^TcoiisuMmlES^ 

The  underuigti'Sd  b&vlng  &eeii 
stored  to  health  by  almple  means,  aftert 
suffering  for  several  years  with  a  se-t 
vere  lung  affection,  anij  tiat  dread  f 
disease  Convumptlon,  is  anxious  to) 
make  known  to  his  fellow  suHerers.tte  ) 
means  of  cure.  To  those  wbo  desire  ) 
it,  he  will  cheerfully  aend  (free  of  i 
charge)  a  copy  of  the  prescription  | 
used,  which  they  Will  find  a  sure  cure  } 
for  Conaumptlon,  Astfima,  Catarrh,  ( 
Broncliltia  and  all  throat  and  lung  \ 
Maiadlea.  He  hopes  all  sufferers  will  f 
try  hU  Remedy,  as  It  is  invaluable.  I 
Those  desiring  the  prescription,  which  I 
will  cost  them  nothing,  and  may  prove  I 
a  bleailng,  will  please  address 

REV.   gDWARD  A.  WILSON, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


lyn,    the    Rev,    Mr.   Wilson    being    a    hypothetical    personage 
whose  name  wa^  used  as  an  advertising  "blind "    Advertise- 
in     t    w        publ   h  d  p  p  h    (Ij         tl         w  th 
ni    1           It                  1     h  tl      R        Hi     ^\  !  f    m  d  tl 
tfl   t   1  th  t    h            be            t      d  t    h     Ith  by      mpl    m 
ft          ff  n  g  f                  1   y          w  tl  umpt 
h                              tmkkwtofllwff           thm 
f                 Thhffdtdb           dp;             thgt 
II    ppl        t             p      f  tl     p          pt             d   wl     h  tl  II 
fid                f                mpt             thm          t      h    b        h  t  d 
se        1     tl             dt 
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Iliose  who  uiBwend  tUa  »dvertteement  reeeiTed  «  Urge 
amount  of  printed  matter  purporting  to  coma  from  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Wilson.  In  thU  the  reverend  gentlemkn  explained  how, 
when  in  charge  of  a  church  in  Ifaine,  he  contracted 'tubercu- 
loiis  and  after  trying  varioiu  treatments,  was  finallj  cured 
hy  a  famous  Dr.  Churchill  of  Paris,  France.  The  prescription 
to  which  he  owed  his  Jite  he  was  giving  awa;  free  in  a  ifarit 
of  thankfulness.  But  in  view  of  the  difficulty  experienced  in 
having  many  drug^sts  fill  the  prescription,  he  bad  imported 
'  large  quantities  of  the  ingredients  direct  from  Dr.  Churchill 
himself,  had  had  them  compounded  by  a  competent  chemist, 
and  was  prepared  to  furnish  a  three  weeks'  supply  of  the 
same  to  any  one  who  would  send  him  {3.0O,  including  six 


/       RECIPE  FOR  CATARRH.   \ 
/Connunption,  AithmaiBroneliiti»,  Conglis,CoIdB.ac^ 

]  Eilrait  Bloij/ttti,    ----.,  Thrtt  Omea.  j 

/  JI^jvphapAile  q/  Zt'nu^  and  Soda       —        -  Opt  Kalf  Ounat.        \ 

K  Alantm  (rura,),       -----  On  Dradmi.  K 

\  Meeonin  {Paraiy       -----  Oiu  half  SenfU.       \ 

\  Etinict  Cittehima,    -----  l\to  DraAmt.  \ 

j  Pmd.  Sugar,  -        -        "        -        ~        -  One  I^und.  I 

)Pan  Pbrt   Wat  Sum  n   WIU»tiy,    -        -  Ou  half  Pint.  I 

(Coid   Water,    ------  One   Qiarl.  j 


A  plmtographic  reproductton  (reduced)  ol  tUe  ReTersnd  Wilson's 
"preacrlpllon,"  Notice  the  "Kitract  of  Blodgeltl."  an  ingredlpnt 
ttiat  had  no  exiBtenco.  but  whtcti  made  tt  neceeaary  lor  tbt^  dope 
to  send  to  Wilson  It  be  wanted  the  "preacrlptlon"  fllled. 

or  twelve  cents  for  postage.  As  the  prescription  contained  as 
its  essential  ingredient  "Extract  of  Blodgetti" — a  drug  whose 
existence  was  as  immaterial  aa  that  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wilson — 
the  difficulty  in  getting  it  filled  was  not  overestimated. 

iDvestigation  showed  that  there  was  no  "Bev.  Wilson"; 
that  the  ingredients  were  not  imported;  that  they  were  com- 
poimded  by  Abbott  himself,  who  was  not  a  chemist;  that 
there  was  no  "Extract  of  Blodgetti,"  and  that  the  odvotising 
"literature"  was  false  and  misleading  in  every  respect.  Hence 
the  fraud  order.     iFrom  The  Journal  A.  li.  A.,  Jan.  i,  1909.) 

[This  fraud  seems  to  have  been  resurrected.  Advertisements 
are  now  (September,  ,1912),  appearing  in  country  newspapers 
In  which  Charles  A.  Abbott  oflera  to  send,  not  "a  copy  of  the 
prescription"  as  of  old,  but  "a  full  description  of  his — Rev. 
Edward  A.  Wilson's— cure."] 
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TONKESHAN'S  "tUBEHCULOZYNE" 
Time  waa  when  the  United  States  was  the  dumping  ground 
for  tlie  British  quack  and  nostrum  vender.  The  absence  of 
medical  practice  acts,  or  tlie  inadequacy  of  such  as  existed, 
made  many  of  the  states  a  fertile  field  for  the  quack  from 
across  the  water  or  for  the  discredited  British  pbjsician.    The 


lack  of  enforcement  of  such  state  food  and  drug  laws  as 
existed  and  the  absence  of  any  federal  law  on  the  subject 
left  the  American  people  at  tlie  mercy  of  as  heartless  a  gang 
of  quacks  and  "patent  medidne"  exploiters  as  ever  plied  their 
disreputable  trade, 
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This  influx  of  quacka  and  noBtrum  makers  from  over  seas 
has  been  largely  diminiebed  since  the  advent  of  the  Federal 
Food  and  Drugs  Act.  In  fact  the  current  has  set  in  the  other 
direction  and  now  instead  of  the  American  public  being 
fleeced  bj  the  English  medical  fakers  the  American  quack  is 
flnding  the  English  public  "good  pickings." 


Photographic  icproductlona  of  the  labels  used  by  Tonkerman  on 
oppoaKe  sldts  of  tlie  Atlantic.  The  upper  two  pictures  are  the 
labels  used  on  American  products ;  the  lower  two.  those  used  on 
British  sroducte.  Notice  that  the  two  statements  that  appear  on 
tte  British  labels  (1)  "The  only  fcnown  remedy  tor  all  forms  ot  con- 
sumption," and  |2)  "An  antiloiln-actlng  agent  of  tbe  greatest 
therapeutic  value"  are  absent  from  the  American  label.  The  reason 
Is  that  lying  on  labels  is  Illegal  in  the  United  States ;  It  is  still  per- 
mitted In  England. 

It  is  surprising  to  those  nho  have  kept  in  close  touch  niUi 
the  "patent  medicine"  question,  how  many  medical  and 
medicinal  frauds  of  American  origin  arc  now  being  vigor- 
ously exploited  in  Creat  Uritain. 
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The  reaaon  for  this  improved  state  of  oiTairs  is  to  be  found 
.  in  the  activities  of  tlie  federal,  and  to  a  certain  extent  the 
state,  authorities  id  this  countr;,  in '  prosecuting  variow 
fraudulent  medieal  concerns.  This,  coupled  with  the  cam- 
paign of  enlightenment  against  the  great  American  fraud  that 
has  been  consistently  carried  on  by  the  American  Medical 
AasodatioQ  for  the  past  few  years  through  The  Joubnal, 
the  Association  laboratory,  and  the  Council  on  Pharmacy  and 
Chemistry  has  resulted  in  a  atendily  narrowing  field  of  opera- 
tions for  the  quaclc  and  the  nostrum  seller  in  the  United 
StaUs. 

Great  Britain,  on  the  other  hand,  has  a  Food  and'  Dnigit 
Act  that  is  nether  as  brood  nor  as  specilic  as  our  own.  The 
British  courts,  too,  have  shown  a  decided  tendency  to  treat 
the  "patent  medicine"  faker  with  a  leniency  that  la  com- 
patible neither  with'  good  sense  nor  public  policy, 

tdnkebman'b  con  sumption  cube 
An  into'esting  example  of  the  greater  laxity  on  the  part 
of  the  authorities  in  Great  Britain  in  controlling  quackery  may 
be  found  by  comparing  the  "literature"  issued  by  Derk  P. 
Yonkerman  of  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  and  London,  England,  for 
use  on  opposite  sides  of  the  Atlantic.  Yonkerman  rune  a 
"consumption  cure"  of  the  usual  quack  type,  coosisting  chiefly 
of  a  potassium  bromid  mixture  and  a  full  set  of  "toUow-up" 
letters  and  other  "literary"  accessories  in  the  way  of  testi- 
monials, etc. 

In  his  booklet  and  other  advertising  matter,  Yonkerman 
styles  himself  "Dr."  As  he  purports  to  treat  tuberculoais  in 
human  beings,  the  natural  inference  is  that  he  is  an  M.D. 
Inquiry  discloses  the  fact,  however,  that  he  is  not  a  licen- 
tiate of  the  state  in  which  he  "practices." 

iorkerman's  medical  quautications- 
Yonkerman  claims  that  he  "graduated  from  Ontario  College, 
Toronto,   Canada."     There   is   no   such   college!      Tliere   is  an 
Ontario  Veterinary  College  at  Toronto,  whose  Principal  states 
that  Yonkerman  was  graduated  from  this  institution  in  1B82. 
Yonkerman  claims  also  to  have  taken  "a  special  course  at 
Stuttgart  University,  Germany."    There  is  no  such  university! 
There  is  a  veterinary  college  at  Stuttgart,  but  the  dean  of  this 
institution  writes  us  that  no  man  of  the  name  of  Yonkerman 
ever  either  matriculated  at,  or  was  graduoted  by,  the  college. 
According  to  a  list  issued  by    the  Michigan  State  Veterinary 
Board,  D.  P.  Yonkerman  of  Kalamazoo  is  a  registered  veter- 
inarian. On  the  strength  of  hia  qualifications  as  a  horse  doctor 
he  dispenses  mail-order  treatments  for   the   "cure"  of   tuber- 
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culoaia   in    human   beings.     Regarding   Yonkerman's   qualifica- 
tions, the  company  wrote  to  an  Englisli  enquirer: 

"Tbe  origlniitor  ol  this  remedy  ta  Dr.  Tontcrman,  whose  medical 
qiiallScationB  are  all  American.  Realizing  the  prejudice  in  Eng- 
laad  sgalDBt  doctors  witb  Transatlantic  deereea,  be  thinks  Dotblog 
would  be  gained  b;  discuesiag  the  same." 

We  doubt  if  there  is  any  "prejudice  in  England  againit 
doctors  with  Transatlantic  degrees"— at  least  so  fat  as  repu- 
table American  physicians  are  concerned.     Such  prejudice  aa 


A  much  rcducpd  photographic  reproduction  of  a  typical  Brillsh 
adiertleetnent  of  Yonkerman's  "Tubcrculozrnc."  From  tbe  London 
Daily  Mirror. 

exists  is  the  very  natural  one  against  American  quaeks  and 
irregulars — of  which  Yonlcerman  is  a  type — ^who  go  to  Great 
Britain  and  exploit  fraudulent  "cures"  such  as  Tuberculoiyne. 
Yonkerman  is  doubtless  correct   in   assuming  that   he   would 
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gain  nothing  by  discussing  his  medical  qualifications;  even  the 
most  credulous  Engliah  layman  would  balk  at  being  treated 
by  a  horse  doctor. 

Free  samples  of  tlie  nostrum  are  sent  out  by  both  the 
American  and  English  branches  of  Yonkermsn'»  fake  and  a 
comparison  of  the  respective  labels  is  interesting : 

ENOUSH    Ubdl 


TabercuIOEfSe  laDkerman. 
The  New  Bemedr  for  Consump- 


Ad    Antitoxin    ActlDE   Agent   ot 
the      Greatest      Tberapeutlc 


Tubetcnlojine    (Yonkerman) 
Tbe  New  Remedy  for  Canaamp- 


It  will  be  noticed  that  the  statement  "The  Only  Known 
Remedy  for  all  Forms  ot  Conaumption"  which  is  to  be  found 
on  the  English  labels,  is  absent  from  the  labels  on  the  Ameri- 
can samples.  The  reason  is  plain.  The  American  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  declares  that  lying  on  the  label  is  illegal— and  as 
the  atSitement  in  question  is  a  palpable  falsehood,  the  com- 
pany, doubtless,  will  not  risk  a  poasihle  prosecution  by  put- 
ting it  on  the  American  product.  Probably  for  the  same 
reason  the  other  untruth,  viz.,  "An  Antitoxin  Acting  Agent  of 
the  Greatest  Therapeutic  Value"  is  also  omitted  from  "the 
American  labels. 

Fear  of  the  postofflce  fraud-order  is  doubtless  responsible 
for  the  generous  pruning  of  the  "literature"  sent  out  by  this 
concern  from  its  Kalamazoo  office,  resulting  in  a  correspond- 
ing protection  to  the  American  public.  For  instance,  a  book- 
let is  BMit  out  purporting  to  describe  "Tuberculozyne"  and  its 
use  in  consumption;  in  England  this  brochure  bears  the  title: 


"tubebculoztnb  (ionkekman)  < 


This,  of  course,  is  an  untruth  as  vicious  as  it  is  cruel.  The 
expurgated  American  edition,  therefore,  goes  through  the 
mails  with  the  following  title: 


"COBSUMPTION, 


1    nIAONOSIS,    TREATMENT    i 
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Many   other  little  twiats,  ominioni   and  modiflcfttionB   are 
found  that  indicate  the  value  of  the  American  poatoffice  fraud- 

FHQLIBH    BDITIOIf  AHIBICAN     BDITTOH 

"There   have   been   found   aunt        "There    have    been    fQund   *afa 

for  ■mall-pox     .     .  precosKon*,     noA     Of     vac- 

einatloti,     agalniit     uaaUpoi 


(Brton*  and  deadlj  ■■  ever." 

mtlned     aa     intidtout     and 

deadly   aa   eTer." 

[Not     In     the     American     edl- 

the  most  wonderful  and  mar- 

.tlon.] 

■     ,      .     .     the       Tubercoloiyne 

[NO   m<n>tlan   la   made.   In   the 

American     edition,     of     the 

Into  the  blood    .     .     ." 

"copper   aalta"    aald.    Id    the 

Engtiib  edition,  to  be  the  «•■ 

Bcntlsl  element  ot  the  "cure." 

tlon  of  certain  aalta  of  cop- 

The amiaalon  la  probably  doe 

per    .    . 

to    the    fact   that   copper   U 

present   at   all   in   thia   fake 

■TqhetcDloEifue  —  'the  Copper 

Cure   foe   Coniamption' .  .  ." 

quantltle*  aa  to  have  no  ap- 

preciable tbeiapentlc  action.] 

Tliere  are  numerous  other  details  iii  the  Amerfcan  edition 
of  the  Tubercu1oz;ne  boolttet  that  have  l»een  toned  down 
from  the  English  veruon  so  as  more  nearly  to  correspond,  if 
not  with  the  facts,  at  least  with  probabilities.  In  giving  the 
"life  history  of  Dr.  Derk  P.  Yonkerman,"  for  example,  we 
find  tbat  Englishmen  are  aaked  to  believe  that  Yonkerman 

".  won  priaei  for  praQcieoej  In  every  atudy  In  the  cnr- 

ricnlnm." 

Ajnericans,  fortunately,  do  not  have  their  credulity  strained 
to  the  same  degree  for  in  the  United  States  edition  we  read, 
that  Yonkerman  merely 

".     .    .     won  many  prliea  for  proficiency  In  hlg  studies." 

Whether  this  modification  is  a  tribute  to  the  natural  skepti-  , 
ciem  of  the  American  public  or  to  the  stricter  postal  laws 
that  obtain  on  this  side  of  the  water  is  not  known.  That 
modesty  had  anything  to  do  with  it  is  unthinkable.  Many 
other  equally  interesting  differences  between  the  claims  mode 
on  opposite  sides  of  the  Atlantic  might  be  quoted  but  the 
whole  matter  can  be  summed  up  by  saying  that  In  England 
the  style  of  the  Tubercutozyne  booklet  is  that  of  "tlie  lie 
Direct,"  while  in  the  United  States  it  approximates  "the  Lie 
with    Circumstance." 

A  word  in  closing  regarding  the  composition  of  thia  fake. 
The  nostrum  comes  in  two  solutions  which  have  been  analyiied 
in  this  country  by  Dr.  L.  F.  Kebler  of  the  Bureau  of  Chem- 
istry, U.  8.  Department  of  Agriculture,  in  Australia  by  the 
Board  of  Health  of  Sydney,  N.  S.  W.,  and  in  Great  Britain 
both  bj  the  public  analyst  and  by  the  British  Medical  Asso- 
ciation.   Like  every  nostrum,  the  formula  seems  to  vary  at 
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the  irhim  of  its  exploiter.  We  give  the  latest  aaaljBia,  that 
nuule  for  the  British  Medical  Aaaociation  and  published  in 
"Secret  Bemediea." 

WHAT  IS   TUBEBCU£OZTHEt 

"No.  1  wu  a  bright  red  liquid;  analTeis  showed  it  to 
contain  in  100  fluid  parts,  3.4  part*  of  potassium  bromid, 
IZ  parta  of  glycerin,  a  trace  of  a  pungent  eub«tance,  ' 
Buffident  oil  of  cinnamon  (or  oil  of  cassia)  to  give  a 
flavor,  a  very  small  quantity  of  alcohol,  and  cochineal 
coloring  matter  darlcened  with  a  trace  of  alkali;  no  cop- 
per was  present.  The  following  formula  gave  an  exactly 
BunilAT  liquid: 

PotaaslDm    bromid    S.4     parta 

OlTCcrlD   12X1     parts 

Oil   o(  casria 0.1     part 

TlBctaie  M  capalcnm O.IT  part 

Cochineal    coloring    ^ q.  s. 

Caustic  loda  0.06  part 

Water   to    ..: 100  finld  parta 


Pbolofmpblc  reprodactloDs  of  Tonberman's  American  letler^heads 
at  different  sMecs  ot  development,  la  the  older  (upper)  out  It  wsh 
■  "consumption  cure  companr" ;  alter  it  bocamc  Illegal  to  label  tbe 
uoBtmm  a  "cure,"  the  concern  became  a  "coneumptlon  remedv  com- 
pany." 

"No.  2  was  a  brown  liquid,  one  speeimen  being  bright 
and  another  containing  a  little  sediment.  Analysis 
abowed  it  to  contain  in  100  Quid  parts,  18  parts  of  gly- 
cerin, sufficient  esaentia]  oil  of  almonda  to  give'  a  flavor, 
and  a  coloring  matter  which  appeared  to  be  burnt  sugar. 
No  copper  was  found  in  the  small  free  sample,  but  the 
larger  bottle  of  No.  2  contained  0.01  per  cent,  ot  copper, 
and  a  trace  of  sulphate;  this  i^uantity  of  copper  is  equiva- 
lent to  1/48  grain  of  crystallized  copper  sulphate  in  each 
fluid  dram.  As  regards  the  other  ingredients  the  fol- 
lowing fonnula  gave  an  exactly  similar  liquid: 

OlycerlD    18.0    parts 

Basentlal  oil  of  almond 0.1     part 


Water   to    100  fluid  pntM 
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**Tb«  estimated  cost  of  iDgredients  for  No.  1  and  No.  Z 
log«t1ier  is  a'.j  d."   (5  wnU). 

VonLprmaD  has  two  prices  for  his  "Tuberculoz^ne;"  in 
EngUnd  he  asks  £2  10s.  Od.  (fl2)  whDe  hia  otra  eouatrymea 
get  the  same  thing  tor  {10.  Not  altogether  the  same,  either, 
as  the  "literature"  sent  out  in  Great  Britain  ia  tfpographkaUy 


itr 


rhotoRraphlc  reproduction  of  one  of  many  t^tlnianlats  n»ea 
b;  VoiikiTDiun  tu  cati'li  Brlllsh  dupes.  These  testimonials 
are  sklltuLly  jirlniid  1u  imitate  hniid writing,  portlier  to  cair;  out 
tbi?  iDijirci^slon  l)iut  Ihey  are  original  letters,  the  vords  "^ndly 
return  tills  letter  when  you  write,"  are  Imprinted  In  i«d  Ink  across 
llie  letti'r  by  id.'udb  ot  a  tubbiT  stamp. 

more  elaborate  and.  as  lina  been  shown,  the  clainu  are  more 
preposterous.     The  bigger  the  lie,  the  larger  the  fee! 

Tubereulozyne,  we  are  told,  is  sold,  "at  a  very  moderate 
advance  above  actual  coat."  If  selling  5  e«iitB  worth  of  dmga 
for  ?10  or  $12  is  Yonkermnn's  idea  of  "a  very  moderate"  profit, 
we  shudder  to  think  vhat  might  have  happened  if  instead 
of  electing  to  follow  quackery  as  a  trade  be  had  turned  his 
talents  toward  the  field  of  "high  finance."  {Ftvti^  TK»  Journal 
A.  M.  A.,  OQt.  8,  i'n<i,  tci(A  modi/icattons  and  mMilioiw.) 

[Sinec  this  iirticlc  was  written  the  Australian  government 
liHB  iKsviei]  a  proil (I motion  forbidding  the  importation  ot  this 
iTuvl   fraud   into  that  country.] 


ir,  Google 


CURES  FOR  DRUNKENNESS,  DRUG 
HABIT,  ETC. 


-Hi  kitiraii  Jull  welt  that  his  dufii  an  not  ia  a  fi'ii/im 
fast  his  friSintions  wilhoul  reveiline  lii  llu>!t  ntar  andiiar  b 
kjno  Uuy  ktnie  hetii  itcretly  drusxed,  and  At  tradts  jECurely  • 
knoahdst.  It  all  th*  dirty  busintss  of  qaacktry.  Iktrt  i. 
mitre  dirty  than  lAisr --nUTH. 


ALCOLA 
Most  newspaper  readers  are  familiar  nith  an  advertiseinent 
that,  on  its  face,  eeems  to  originate  with  a  Mrs,  Margaret 
Anderson,  Hitlburn,  New  York.  The  reader  ia  told  to  "write 
to  this  woman  it  you  want  to  stop  a  man  from  drink."  Those 
who  read  advert iaementa  rather  jwj-efully,  but  who  are  not 
familiar  with  the  tricka  of  the  trade,  ma;  be  surprised  at  the 
numerous  addresseB  from  which  Mrs.  Anderson  advertises. 
From  a  few  advertisements  of  this  concern  in  The  Jouknal's 
B  to  live  in  the  fallowing  places  at 

18  Oak  Street.  442  Oat  Street.  11  Rldite  Avenue. 

ISO  Oak  Street.  204  Elm  Avenue.  S4:i  Home  Areaue. 

2S5  Oak  acieet.  IZ  fine  Avenue.  D04  Home  Avfoue. 

308  Oak  Street  62  I'lne  Avenue.  HVH  HoDie  Avenue. 

Of  course,  what  this  means  is  that  Mrs.  Anderson, .wiahing 
to  find  out  which  newspapers  end  magazines  bring  in  the 
largest  advertising  returns,  "keys"  her  advertisemcnta.  But 
it  is  not  Mrs.  Anderson  who  desires  tliis  informatioo,  for 
this  woman  of  Hillbum,  New  York,  is  but  the  stool-pigeon  for 
the  Physicians  Cooperative  Association,  1006  South  Michigan 
Avenue,  Chicago,  which  sella  a.  fake  cure  for  drunkenness  that 
it  calls  Alcola.  In  other  words,  Mrs.  .\ndcrsoii  bears  the  same 
relation  to  the  Physicians  Cooperative  Association  that  Dr. 
Mary  E.  Webb  bore  the  Edward  J.  Woods  concern,  employed 
in  the  same  disreputable  business. 

We  understand  that  the  men  behind  the  Phj-aicians  Cooper- 
ative Association  are  Edward  F.  Stace.  M.D.,  and  Joseph  C. 
Flowers,  M.D.  These  men  are  also  said  to  be  the  chief  officers 
of  a  concern  that  operates  a  "correspondence  school"  of  sales- 
manship. 

According  to  the  older  advortisemcnts,  Mrs.  Anderson  cured 
her  husband  of  drunkenness.  More  recently,  she  is  credited 
uitli   having  "cured   her  husband,   her   brother,  many   of  her 
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neighbora  and  hundreds  of  friends."  She  did  this — also  sccord- 
ing  to  the  advertisements — by  me&iis  of  a  "simple  inexpensive 
liome  remedy."  Should  you  wish  to  etop  a  friend  or  relative 
from  drinking,  "she  will  gladly  tell  you  jiut  what  it  is."  And 
"the  remedy  is  perfectly  sale  and  easy  to  use  and  the  drinker's 
knowledge  or  consent  is  not  necessary." 

Mrs.  Anderson  does  not  want  your  money;  not  at  alll  "So 
there  is  no  reason  why  you  should  not  write  her  at  once." 
Should  you  write,  you  will  receive  a  printed  letter,  ikilfully 


iBULWaiuwam* 


WRITE 
JO  THIS  WOMAN 


^  t;plra1  Alcola  bi3t< 


Notice  that  no  refpTence  Is  made 

neilhcr  is  there  any  mention  ot  the 

prepBrBtloD  ilsell.     Tills  advertlBement  appeared  Id  Human  Life, 

designed  to  imitate  a  hand-written  communication,  in  which 
she  describes  how  she  learned  of  the  wonderful  Alcola,  . 
which  is  sold  only  by  the  Physicians  Cooperative  Association, 
Chicago.  She  has  written  to  the  Chicago  concern,  sayi  the 
letter,  asking  them  "to  send  you  a  trial  treatment,"  Sure 
enough,  a  letter  comes  from  tbe  Physicians  Cooperative  Asso- 


.Cvji.j'^lc 


DRUG     CUREH 

CJation  stating  tbat  the  company  h 
son    that  you  wish  to  stop  drinking 
B    trial  treatment 

The  trial  treatment  conaiatH  of  nine  tablets  Three  of  them 
the  No  1  tablets  are  pale  yellow  in  color  three  others  the 
No  2  tablets  are  about  the  same  eize  as  the  yellow  tablets 
but  are  of  a  llgbt  chocolate  color  the  Temaining  three  the 
No  3  tablets  are  pinldBli-gray  The  InBtmctims  are  to 
give    taUets   Noa     1    and   S    alternately    one   tablet   three 


^i^iilw  ^^ 

^ 

^       J    .iU-tijL.       ,^i,U^     .A^M^  y«w 

Mill*     W*-«/       OAJk     IHolA*W^       /U         tUA^K^ 

, 

t. ..  .s  In  this  letter  that 

Uri  Anderson  tplls  ber  correspondents  tbst  she  Is  aslilnB  the  Ph; 
■IcUns  CoopecatlTe'  Association  to  send  tbum  a  trUi  tccntmeat  of 
Alcala 

titnea  a  day  at  meal  times  tablet  No  3  is  to  be  given  when 
the  patient  has  been  '  drinking  to  a  noticeable  degree  " 

Should   the   trial    treatment    not    convince   the   prospective 
victim  that  It  was  worth  while  to  Bend  the  $5  09  that  is — at 
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iirBt— asked  for  the  "complete  treatmeul,"  lie  U  bombarded 
with  the  usual  Beriea  of  tollow-up  letters.  Like  every  mail- 
order medical  fake,  the  price  asked  for  Alcola,  decreases  as 
time  goes  by.  A^  a  final  reeort,  tbe  company  sends  what 
purports  to  be  a  personal  letter  from  its  "medical  director," 
Dr.  Edward  F.  Stace,  urging  the  person  written  to  to  send 
for  the  treatment  at  the  specially  reduced  price.  Should  $5 
— or  less— be  sent  for  the  complete  treatment,  the  purchaser 
receives  a  small  cardboard  box  in  which  are  three  small  boxes 
labeled  respectively,  No.  1,  No.  .2  and  No.  3.  These  small 
boxes  contain  tablets  identical  in  color,  size  and  general 
appearance  with  those  sent  as  a  trial  treatment.  The  instruc- 
tions for  using  these  tablets  are  the  same  as  those  which 
came  with  the  "trial  treatment." 

The  tablets  were  analyzed  in  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation's laboratory  with  the  following  results; 

LABOB&TOBY   BEPOBT 

Boa  Tfo.  }. — This  package  contained  62  pale  yellow  tablets, 
the  average  weight  of  each  of  which  was  nearly  6  grains. 
The  examination  indicated  the  presence  of  the  following 
drugs  in  the  quantities  given : 

CallelD   (anh;droag)   S.Sl  per  c 

Btrychnln    0.28  per  o 

Talc   8.19  per  c 

Starch 1.37  per  c 

Milk    sugar    83.78  per  ci 

Gum  and  coloring  matter,  ot  each a  trace 

Each  tablet  contained  an  average  of  about  ^  grain  (0.23) 
of  caffein  and  nearly  '/«   (0,017)   grain  of  strychnin. 

Boj)  lio.  2. — This  package  contained  62  light  chocolate- 
colored  tablets,  the  average  weight  ot  each  of  which  waa 
about  5.6  grains.  The  examination  indicated  the  presence 
of  the  following  drugs  in  the  quantities  given: 

Strychnin    •  0,18  per  cent. 

Bortc  acid   .1.68  per  cent. 

Milk  sugar    8G.72  per  cent. 

Talc   3.63  per  cent. 

atarch   0.98  per  cent 

Oum  and  colorlns  matter,  of  each....  a  trace 
[•As  separated  from'the  preparation 
lalncd   traces  ol  a   baaic   die  which  coi 
rated  from  the  alkaloid.] 

Each  tablet  contained  an  average  of  about  '/<»  grain  (0.01) 
of  strychnin. 

Boai  No.  S. — This  package  contained  thirty  grayish-pink  tab- 
lets tbe  average  weight  of  each  of  which  was  nearly  3  grains. 
The  examination  indicated  the  presence  of  the  following  drugs 
in  the  proportions  given: 

Tartar  emetic  (antimony  and  potassium 

tartrate) 15.50  pec  cent. 

rpsum  (crjatalllied  calcium  sulphate)  .60.40  per  cent. 

^Ic  3.20  pec  cent. 

Starch  and  other  vegetable  tissue 1.10  pec  cent. 

"""""  and  coloring  matter,  ot  each....  a  trace 
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Each  tablet  eontaina  an  average  of  about  ^  grain  (0  46)  of 
tartar  emetic.  Tbe  analyses  indicate  that  the  composition  of 
Alcola  as  sold  in  this  country  is  essentially  the  same  as  that  of 
the  product  sold  in  Great  Britain  a.  specimen  of  which  vas 
recently  esamined  by  tlie  chemista  of  the  British  Medical 
Association.     (Brit.  Hed.  Jour.,  Jan   20,  1912  ) 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  tablets  Nos  1  and  2 
contain  atrycbnin  while  tablet  No  3  contains  tartar  emetic 
Eadi  No   3  tablet  contains  as  much  tartar  emetic  as  consti 


t.-;»>\-Kl:t..... 
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tor    patent  tneiiiclne    frauds 

tutes  an  average  dose  accor  ling  to  the  Pharmacopeia  Thi? 
dangerous  poison  is  thus  sent  out  nithout  warning  and  in  a 
letter  which  the  purchaser  receives  soon  after  the  treat 
ment  comes  the  statement  is  made  with  reference  to  these 
tablets  Don  t  be  afraid  to  use  them  if  one  does  not  pro 
duce  vomiting   vou  can  in  this  case  [when  the  victim  is  under 
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the  influence  of  liquor]  use  sb  man;  as  three  or  four  at  one 
time."  Thus  the  victim  of  alcohol,  whose  heart  action  is 
probably  impaired,  whose  kidneTB  ate  affected  and  whose 
stomach  and  intestineB  are  in  a  more  or  less  irritable  condi- 
tion, Is  to  be  given  four  times  the  average  dose  of  a.  poison 
which  IB  a.  heart  depressant,  which  is  a  distinct  irritant  to 
the  Icidneys  and  to  the  gastro- intestinal  tract  and  which  has 
been  known  to  cause  death  in  an  adult  from  the  very  dosage 
recommended  by  tlie  exploiters  of  Atcola. 

A   WOBTHLXSS   AR4I.TSIS 

Prohablj  to  offset  the  damaging  disclosures  of  the  chemists 
of  the  British  Medical  Assoelation  and  in  the  hope  of  dis- 
counting any  reports  that  may  be  aiade  by  American 
chemists,  the  Fliysicians  Cooperative  AsBociation  is  now 
Bending  out,  with  its  other  advertising  material,  what  purports 
to  be  an  "analytical  report  on  Alcola."  The  "analyais"  is 
alleged  to  have  been  made  by  one  "Dr.  J.  C  Mascarenhas,  Ph. 
D,,  F.C.S.,  K.S^.,  etc."  The  genUeman  who  has  thus  dipped 
into  the  alphabetical  "grab-bag"  and  withdrawn  as  many 
letters  as  he  can  conveniently  tack  onto  a  name  already 
sufBciently  complicated,  apprises  the  public  of  the  fact  that 
he  is  an  "analyst  and  consulting  chemist  and  medioo-ehemical 
expert"  also  a  "specialist  in  foods,  drugs  and  medicinal 
preparations"  as  well  as  an  "examiner  and  technical  adviser." 
Dr.  J.  C.  Mascarenhas,  Ph.D.,  F.C.S.,  E.S.B.,  etc.,  certifies  that 
he  has  examined  Alcola  and  has  "failed  to  find  anything 
therein  that  can  prove  injurious  or  harmful  when  taken 
or  administered  in  accordance  with  the  directions  given." 
Mr.  UascarenhaB  is  further  of  the  opinion  that  "AlcoIa  will 
be  found  to  be  a  valuable  and  effective  remedy  for  the  purpose 
intended."  Assuming  that  tbe  "purpose"  which  Alcola  serves 
is  that  of  making  money  for  its  exploiters  at  the  expense  of 
those  who  are  an^ous  to  .cure  alcoholism  in  tbemselvcB  or 
others,  we  might  admit  that  Mascarenhas'  opinion  is  a  correct 
one.  Alcola  has  doubtless  proved  itself  a  "valuable  and  effec- 
tive" means  of  defrauding  the  public. 

By  referring  to  our  files,  we  find  that  Dr.  J.  C.  Mascarenhas 
is  a  member — in  fact,  tbe  "librarian,"  indeed — of  a  fake  organi- 
zation, the  "Society  of  Science,  Letters. and  Art  of  London"  so 
that,  in  addition  to  his  other  titular  appendages,  he  may 
place  the  letters  "F.S.Sc."  after  his  name,  indicating  that  he 
is  a  "fellow"  of  the  Society  of  Science,  Letters  and  Art, 
These  "fellowships"  come  at  one  guinea  ($6)  each,  cash 
strictly  in  advancel 

"guabanteed  under  the  pure  vood  law" 

In  the  advertising  matter  which  the  Physicians  Cooperative 
Association  sends  out,  the  following  falsehood  is  printed: 
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"AleolB  eomplies  Id  eraj  war  with  thli  law  rtb«  federal  Food 
■nd  Dmgi  Act)  and  tbe  gOTennnoat  haa  Iberefoce  Issued  to  us 
'QnaraDtee  Serial  No.  8200.'  " 

With  the  haEinesa  that  exists  in  the  minds  of  many  people 
regarding  the  scope  of  tbe  national  pure  food  law,  it  is  worth 
ealling  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  goTernment  does  not 
issue  any  "guaranteeB."  It  does  give  to  any  person  who  asks 
for  it,  a  "serial  number"  under  which  that  person  may  "guar- 
antee" his  product.  All  that  this  means,  of  course,  is  that 
should  tbe  preparation  be  found  to  he  adulterated  or  mis- 
branded  nnder  tbe  law,  the  government  will  bold,  as  responsi- 
ble, the  person  to  whom  the  serial  number  was  issued,  and 
not  the  individual  retailer  who  may  act  as  an  agent  for  the 
real  seller. 

BE-TES-TO,  ANOTBEB  FBADD 

Nor  is  Alcola  the  only  product  Mid  by  the  Physicians  Coop- 
erative Association.  With  the  Alcola  advertising  matter  is  a 
circular  detailing  the  marvelous  properties  of  Re-Ves-To,  which 
"quickly  cures  rheumatism,  kidney  disease,  liver  and  bladder 
troubles."    A  one-dollar  package  of  this  wonderful  remedy  will 
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Ptaotograptilc  reprodncHon  of  the  letterhead  of  the  Alcola  ci 

be  sent  free  "If  you  will  send  us  only  twenty-five  cents  to  pay 
postage  and  packing  expenses."  That  you  may  be  able  to  tell 
whether  you  have  some  disease  of  the  liver,  kidneys  or  bladder, 
the  following  symptoms  are  given,  among  others,  as  "positive 
evidence"  of  the  fact: 

"Cold  and  sweaty  feel." 

"DlBlncllnatlan  to  work." 

"Eitceme  fondness  for  sweets," 

"Bad  line  1 1  hi  g  breath." 

"Being  nervDOS,  (retlnl,  gloomy  or  despondent." 

These  are  a  few  of  the  "positive  evidences"  of  disease  of  the 
kidneys,  lifer  and  hladderl  If  Edward  F.  Stace  could  make 
everybody  believe  that  the  symptoms  just  described  indicate 
serious  disease  and,  further,  if  he  could  make  them  believe  that 
Re-Ves-To  would  cure  such  diseased  states,  there  is  little 
doubt  that  Re-Ves-To  would  be  in  every  home.  Fortunately, 
the  number  of  persons  who  are  willing  to  take  Dr.  Stace'a  word 
in  mattera  of  this  eort  is  limited. 
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To  auQi  up;  The  Physicians  Cooperative  AssociaUon  ia 
engaged  in  a  fraudulent  business  and  obtains  victims  by 
making  false  and  misleading  claims;  Alcola  nill  not  cure 
drunkenness,  whether  administered  with  Or  without  the 
patient's  knowledge. 

Not  only  is  there  danger  in  the  public  taking  repeated  doses 
of  pills  containing  such  powerful  drugs  as  tartar  emetic  and 
strychnin — especially  -when  lulled  into  a  false  sense  of  security 
by  the  claim  that  they  are  perfectly  harmless — but  a  cruel 
and  inhuman  fraud  is  practiced  on  tbe  unfortunate  wives  or 
children  who  purchase  Aleola  in  the  belief  that  with  it  they 
can  cure  secretly  tbe  husbands  or  fathers  who  are  tbe  vicUms 
of  alcoholism.  The  ciploiters  of  these  "secret  cures"  know 
full  well  that  from  tbe  very  nature  of  the  case  no  publicity 
will  be  risked  and  that  the  money  that  is  sent  in  will  never 
be  demanded  even  though  the  purchasers  are  convinced  that 
they  have  been  swindled.  And  it  is  on  this  element  of  secrecy 
that  the  company  plays: 

"He  will  not  notice  It  end  need  never  know  wby  or  bow  he  was 
made  to  stop  drinking,  ualess  you  want  to  tell  him.  Thl^  ta  our 
way.  the  new  way,  the  modecn  BclentlOc  way,  and  Is  It  not  much 
simpler,  easier  and  better  than  wasting  your  time  and  temper  try- 
ing to  gel  him  to  stop  by  will  power,  pledges  or  promises — which 
he  docEn't  keep?" 

Some  "patent  medicine"  frauds  are  more  vicious  than 
others.  Nest  to  the  vampires  who  sell  narcotic  mixtures 
under  tbs  specious  claim  that  tbey  will  cure  drug  habits,  the 
most  heartless  are  the  exploiters  of  secret  cures'  for  drunken- 
ness. Of  the  latter,  the  Physicians  Cooperative  Association  is 
■  a  typical  example. 

DB.  J.  W.   COBLENTZ  AND  COMPOUMD  OXYGEN 

Dr.  J.  W.  CoblentK,  of  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  has  for  years  oper- 
ated a  mail-order  drug  habit  "cure."  In  the  early  nineties 
Coblentz— who  admits  that  he  has  heen  addicted  to  the  alcohol 
and  morphin  habits — advertised  extensively  to  cure  persons 
addicted  to  the  morphin  habit.  Of  late  years  he  has  not  adver- 
tised, but  has  relied  on  cirAilar  letters  for  what  business  be 
could  get. 

When  the  government  commenced  investigating  the  Compound 
Oxjgen  A'lsociation,  one  of  the  poqt  office  inspectors  wrote, 
under  an  assumed  name  representing  himself  as  a  man  50 
years  old  who  had  been  addicted  to  the  morphm  habit  for 
about  aix  jeaia  and  who  was  U'iing  about  15  grains  daily, 
(.oblentz  replied  that  he  coulJ  be  cured  in  four  treatments, 
and   that   the  cost  of  treatment  'nould   be  $11      Advertising 
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leaflets  were  altio  sent  to  this  inspector  in  which  it  was  stated 
that  Coblentz'  treatment  was  a  permanent  and  positive  cure 
for  the  morphm  habit  By  implication  the  fatient  nas  leil 
to  beheve  that  the    treatment     contained  no  niorphin 

The  inspector  aent  SJl  to  Dr  I  ol  Icntz  and  received  seien 
packages  of  medicines  which  nere  analyzed  by  chemists  in 
the  Department  of  Agriculture 

No  1 — \.  16  ounce  bottle  of  bronn  liquid  containing  veg 
etable  ettractnes    alcolnl    water  and  morplnn 

No  2  —  4  16  ounce  bottle  of  broHn  liquid  liaiins  iisentnllv 
the  same  composition  as  No  1  except  that  there  was  orae 
quinin  salt  in  addition 

No  3— An  8  ounce  bottle  of  liquid  ximilar  to  that  in  Noi 
1  and  2   but  with  a  smaller  percentage  of  morphin 

No  4 — A  stomachic  prepiration  lompoaed  of  »  iter  alcohol 
capsicum  and  morphin   derivatives 

ho  5 —  Nervine  Tablets  '  chocolate  coated  tablets  of  Iron 
and  quinin 

No  6 —  Stomach  Tablets  '  sugar  coated  tablets  containing 
sodium  bicarbonate   eap'Jicum  and  strychnin 

No  7 —  For  the  Bowels  sugir  toated  la\ati\e  tahlets 
containing  aloes,  caacara   ginger  and  liconce 


A     pbotoeraphlc     reproduction      (reduced)     of    n     pBragraph 
one  o[  Coblentz'   pamphlets.      What  can  be  thougrbt  of  a  man  who 
nt^es  the  victims  of  the  morphin  habit  "never  to  touch  the  deadly 
drug,"  while  at  the  flame  lime  he  Is  supplying  "treatments"  wlUcb 
were  loaded  with   morphin; 

It  was  shown  at  the  trial  that  the  twentj-fpur-hoiir  dose 
of  the  "treatment"  sent  by  Dr.  Coblentz  to  the  person  who 
was  supposed  to  be  using  15  grains  of  morphin  daily,  contained 
20  grains  of  morphin! 

The  post-office  inspector  testified  that  he  liad  interviewed  Dr. 
Coblentz,  and  that  Coblenti  had  told  him  that  he  was  "treat- 
ing" about  twenty-five  patients  for  the  morpliin  habit,  and  that 
these  patients  had  been  under  "treatment"  for  from  ftve  to 
twenty  years!  Coblentz  also  admitted  that  the  medicine  which 
he  sold  to  patients  for  the  cure  of  the  morphin  habit  con- 
tained morphin  in  about  the  same  amount  as  the  patient  was 
accustomed  to  using,  and  that  this  quantity  was  continued 
throughout.  Coblentz  is  said  further  to  have  admitted  that 
he  had  never  really  cured  the  appetite  of  anyone  addicted  to 
the  morphin   habit,  but  that  the   patients   reached   the   point 
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where  be  called  them  cured,  but  they  ha^  to  keep  up  the  use 
of  the  tnedicinea.  Correspondeace  wab  submitted  at  the  trial 
irhich  showed  that  one  of  Cobltfnt^'  patients  had  been  taking 
the  "cure"  for  fifteen  fears  and  was  still  taking  it! 


THE  COBLENTZ 

COMMON  SENSE  METHOD 

OFCUMNCTHe 

morpMne,  Opium,  tandanuii. 


DRUG  HABIT 


la  putting  Ihis  pamphlet  before- the  public  I  wish  to  make 
I  tutemenls  as  plain  snd  miotic  u  pouible.  My  readeim 
ill  undrciUnd  my  motive  for  this  when  Ihey  Veun  that  ior 
renly  years  1  was  a  victim  of  Ihi>  accursed  haUt  and  loiow  that 
idling  but  a  common  sense  lalk  will  appeal  to  you.    In  the 

Do  Not  Try  To  Cooceal  Tbe  Fact 

Dm  youi  family  or  friends  that  you  are  a  slave  to  tbe  drug,  lor 
m  can  not  do  it-  You  may  conceal  your  tx>ttle  or  tbe  needle 
id  administer  ii  in  tbe  s«ret  hours  of  the  night 

Bnt  Ita  Effect*  Will  Tell 

id  only  antigoniies  you  with  them. 


Brought  On  By  The  Family  Ptaydcian 

case  of  a  accident  or  long  siegr  of  sickness 

Adminiatered  It  To  Eelelve  Pain 


riiotograpbic  R' prod  net  Ion  (reduced)  <it  the  first  page  ol 
ne  of  fobiimtz*  iinmphlets  "The  Coblentz  Common  SPnae  Method 
r  Curing  the   Morphia    .     .     .     Ilabit"  consUted  fa  eubstltutlDg 

morphln  miiturc  tor  thp  Rirople  drug,  tbiia  creating  a  prrmaDcnt 


THE  government's   CASE 

This,  in  brief,  describes  the  Government's  case  againat  Cob- 
lentz  and  hia  "drug  cure."     The  acting   assistant  attorney 
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general  to   the  Postmaster  General,  after  coasidering  all  the 
evidence  in  the  case,  tej>orted  as  follows; 

"TixB  respondent  ia  engaged  in  mailing  letters  and  printed 
drculara  to  morphin  liabituSa,  and  is  solieiting  and  obtaining 
money  from  such  persons  by  promising  to  cure  them  of  that 
habit — ^that  is  to  say,  of  the  taste,  desire  and  appetite  for 
morphin,  whereas,  in  truth,  he  does  not  intend  to  cure  or  try 
to  cure  such  habit,  but  instead  intends  to  furnish  patients 
with  a  preparation  containing  substantial)}'  the  same  amount 
of  morphin  as  they  are  accustomed  to  take,  his  purpose  being 
to  deceive  such  persons  and  to  profit  by  their  appetite  for  mor- 


The  St.  Faul  Association  Is  .a  Cblcaso  fraud  selling:  an  alleged 
cure  (or  the  morpliln  habit.  (Bi/  courtesy  of  tlHi  Committee  on  Jnter- 
itate  and  Foreign  Commerce.) 

phin  and  to  get  money  out  of  them  under  false  and  fraudulent' 
pretenses  of  fiirnishing  them  a  cure  for  the  habit,  when  he  ia 
simply  furnishing  the  drug  itself  and  not  a  cure. 

"On  full  consideration  of  the  case,  I  find  that  Dr.  J.  W. 
Coblentz,  under  his  own  name  and  under  the  name  of  the 
Compound  Oxygen  Association,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  is  engaged  in 
carrying  on  a  scheme  for  obtaining  money  through  the  mails 
by  means  of  false  and  fraudulent  pretense^,  representations 
and  promises.  I  recommend,  therefore,  that  a  fraud  order 
be  issued  against  him  and  said  ABBOciation." 

The  order  was  issued. 


ir,  Google 


UABITINA 

A  chapter  in  the  Great  American  Fraud  entitled  "Tlie 
Scavengers"  deals  with  those  individuals  who  claim  to  cure 
the  drug  habit  by  mail.  Ur.  Adams  apostrophizes  them  thus: 
"At  the  bottom  of  the  noisome  pit  of  charlatanry 
crawl  the  drug-habit  specialists.  They  are  the  scav- 
engers, delving  amid  the  carrion  of  the  fraudulent  nos- 
trum business  for  their  profits.  The  human  wrecks 
made  by  the  opium-  and  cocain-laden  secret  'patent 
medicines'  come  to  them  for  cure,  and  are  wrung  dry 
of  the  last  drop  of  blood.  By  comparison  with  these 
leeches  of  tfae  uttermost  slime,  the  regular  'patent 
medicine'  faker  is  a  pattern  of  righteousness.  .  .  . 
They  deliberately  foster  the  most  dreadful  forms  of 
slavery,  tor  their  own  profit.  They  have  discovered  a 
money-making  villainy  worse  than  murder,  for  wbii;h, 
apparently,  there  is  uo  legal  penalty." 


Some  BO-cfllled  cures  lor  the  morphtn  habit.  Also  a  package  o( 
BQioklng  opium.  (By  covrtcay  of  the  Committee  an  Intentate  and 
Furciyn  Commerce.) 

Of  the  "cures"  themselves  he  says: 

"Practically  all  of  these  advertised  remedies  are 
simply  the  drug  itself  in  concealed  form.  No  effort  is 
made  to  save  the  patient.  The  whole  purpose  is  to 
substitute  for  the  slavery  to  the  drug  purchased  of 
the  corner  pharmacist  the  slavery  to  the  same  drug,, 
diiguised,  purchased  at  a  much  larger  price  from  the 
'Doctor'  or  ■Institute'  or  'Society.' " 

One  of  these  vicious  and  dangerous  "cures"  is  "Habitina," 
a  nostrum  advertised  by  the  Delta  Chemical  Co.,  of  St.  Louis, 
for  the  "positive  cure"  of  the  "morphin  and  other  drug  habits." 
The  Delta  Cliemical  Company  is,  according  to  reports,  prac- 
tically owned  by  one  Kyi  and  C.  Bruce,  who  was  previously  iu 
:   business;    the   ''chemical   company"   ia   said   to 
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A  few  of  the  claims  made  for  "Hnbitina"  arc: 
"An  Antidotal.  EllmlnatlTe  and   Sapportive  CompoaDd." 
■'DoeB  not  Poison  the  System  Like  Plain  Morphin." 

:    Pleasant    Stimulation    and    Perfect    Support    from'  PIrat 


radual    Beductlon    Treatm. 


:   for   5 


Paln-A  I  lev  latins   e 


81eei)-PriMlucii 

The  advertisements  state  that  a  "free  sample"  of  thia  "cure" 
may  be  had  on  application;  and  this  is  true.  Those  writing 
for  it  receive  a  halt-ounce  bottle  of  liquid  containing  eight 
grains  of  taorphin  sulphate  and  four  grains  of  heroin  hydro- 
chlorid. 

This  means  that  under  the  present  lax  state  of  affairs  any 
man,  woman  or  child  who  cares  to  go  to  the  trouble  of  writing 
for  this  stuff  can,  at  a  total  e;ipenditure  of  two  cents,  get 
enough  morpliin  to  kill  seven  or  eight  people.     There  is  not  a 


Et.iruiiiiiwiitrg.  \n.,  a  m:mt 


MORPHINE^ 

mm 


price  tS.Oi 

1173  H  tfl«Ba~»aildlMK. 


A  typical  adTertlsement  of  "Habitina."  While  It  Impiiea  that  tree 
samples  ivlll  be  aent  oni;  tu  drug  habitats  do  stich  dlBcrlminatioa 
la  made  In  acatterlng:  tbU  deadly  poison. 

reputable  drug  store  in  the  United  States  that  would  dare  to 
give  a  layman  eight  grains  of  morphin  on  no  other  authority 
than  hie  simple  request.  Yet  tbe  human  vultures  that  carry 
on  this  body-  and  mjnd -destroying  traffic  in  "drug  cures"  are 
permitted  under  our  present  laws — or  lack  of  laws— to  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  ignorant  or  the  criminal,  for  the  mere 
asking,  the  most  dangerous  and  treacherous  of  poisons. 

Probably  only  those  phyaiciana  whose  work  brings  them  in 
daily  contact  with  the  pitiful  wrecks  resulting  from  the  mis- 
use of  narcotics  can  appreciate  to  the  full  the  ghastly  irony  of 
the  claims  made  by  the  purvey ora  of  this  poison  that 
"Habitina  is  intended  strictly  aa  a  treatment  and  not  as  a 
substitute."  What  actually  occurs  is  well  shown  in  the  report 
of  Dr.  Stieren'  of  a  ease  of  blindnesa  resulting  from  the  use 
of  this  dangerous  nostrum.     Here,  the  patient  before  taking 
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1   12.   1810. 
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"Habitina"  was  ingesting '0  grains  of  morphin  daily;  after  tak- 
ing this  "morphin  cure"-slie  was  taking  16  grains  of  morphin 
and  8  graina  of  heroin  a  day.  A  "Gradua)  Keduction  Treat- 
ment" indeed:  Another  physician  wrote  to  Thi  Joukrai. 
regarding  some  patients  who  had  taken  "Habitinai" 

"These  patients  are  in  worse  mental  condition  than 

before;  without  'Habitina'  they  are  miserable  and  ont- 

not   derive  saiitfaction  from  even   twice  tKe  doae  of 

morphin." 

Such    results    may    be    expected    when    morphin    halntute 

.  attempt  to  aire  themselves  with  a  "remedy"  that  is  itself 


The  Uapk'wuod  SaDBIorlum  tn  aduthpr  conrern  that  advertises  to 
cure  the  niurphln  bsbll,  Tbe  metbod  le  to  fumlih  bottles  o(  Iba 
"cure"  numbered  consecutlTcly  nad  contentB  to  be  taken  tn  the 
or<lcr  Indlraled.  Tbc  sIufT,  of  courac.  contains  morpbln.  (Bg  eourtetg 
of  the  Cummtllrc  on  Inlcralalc  and  Forciaii  CommtTot.) 

loaded  with  morphin  and  heroin.  That  poor  helpless  wrecks 
of  humanity  are  daily  being  dragged  down  still  deeper  into 
the  Blougb  of  despond  by  this  damnable  product  cannot  be 
doubted.  Why  can  such  things  be!  Because  of  the  inutiable 
greed  on  the  part  of  the  few  who  engage  in  this  rillainoua 
traflic,  and  of  the  intolerable  negligence  on  the  part  of  the 
many  who  stand  idly  by  and  make  no  elTort  to  enact  laws 
thnt  shall  stamp  it  oui.—  tFrom  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  Marek 
Si,  1310.) 

Tbe  Government  Interferes 

On   April    20,    1012,   R.    C.    Prewilt,   M.D.,   and    Byland    C. 

Bruce,   who   constituted   the    Delta   Chemical   Company,   were 

each  fined  S2i000  and  sentenced  to  five  years'  imprisonment 
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at  hard  labor  in  the  United  States  Penitentiary,  for  the 
-  villainous  business  in  which  they  had  been  engaged.  An  appeal 
was  taken — of  eouise- — and  Bruce  and  Prewitt  were  released 
on  bonds  of  $7,000  eai^h.  The  Delta  Chemical  Company  had 
done  a  flourishing  business  end  when  investigated  by  the  fed- 
eral autlforities  it  was  estimated  that  the  gross  receipts  of 
the  company  must  have  exceeded  half  a  million  dollars  in  the 
six  years  of  its  eiistence. 

The  St.  Louis  papers  of  July  12,  1012,  stated  that  Prewitt 
had  obtained  legal  permission  to  change  his  name  to  Oregg. 

It  is  but  fair  to  express  appreciation  of  the  splendid  work 
done  by  Assistant  United  States  Attorney  Charles  H.  Daues  and 
Post  Office  Inspector  F.  W.  Reutsr  in  preparing  and  presenting 
this  case  to  the  courts,  and  to  congratulate  the  public  that  it 
has  in  United  States  Judge  D.  P.  Dyer  a  jurist  who,  by  impos- 
ing the  maximum  penalty  on  Bruce  and  Gregg  (Prewitt),  has 
done  much  to  safeguard  the  public  health  and  to  inspire  con- 
fidence in  the  court's  protective  powers. 

At  the  trial  it  was  brought  out  that  this  nostrum  was  made 
for  the  Delta  Chemical  Company  by  the  Comba  Chemical 
Company  of  St.  Louis,  of^liicb  Delta  E.  Combs  is  president. 
The  federal  inspectors  reported  on  Gregg  (Prewitt)  as 
follows:  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  Barnes  Medical  Col- 
lege, St.  Louis,  and  for  a  year  before  graduation  liad 
practiced  medicine  in  Ariiansaa.  In  1900*  be  was  located  in 
Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  then  went  to  Forest  City  of  the 
same  state  and  being  unable  to  obtain  a  practice  moved  once 
more,  this  time  to  Little  Rock,  Ark.  There  he  engaged  in  the 
surgical  instrument  business,  on  borrowed  money,  and  failed 
in  about  a  year;  he  then  moved  to  St.  Louis,  in  the  fall  of 
1904  and  became  a  traveling  salesman;  left  that  position  and 
went  to  Cincinnati,  0.,  where  he  traveled  for  the  Merrill 
Chemical  Co.,  returning  to  St.  Louis  about  the  middle  of  1905. 
He  then  entered  the  employ  of  a  branch  of  the  James  Sani- 
tarium, Memphis,  Tenn,,  which  was  at  that  time  doing  a  mail- 
order "morphin  cure"  buaineas.  Later  the  James  Sanitarium 
discontinued  its  mail-order  work  and  it  was  then  found  in 
the  hands  of  Bruce  and  Prewitt  who  called  the  nostrum 
"Morphina-Cura."  When  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  went  into 
effect,  they  changed  the  name  of  their  villainous  nostrum 
to  "Habitiua." 

Bruce  and  Gregg  (Prewitt)  had  maintained  up  to  the  time 
of  the  trial  that  they  did  not  send  samples  of  Habitina  to  any 
person  until  they  had  first  received  a  list  of  answers  to  ques- 
tions regarding  the  physical  condition,  nature  of  addiction, 
etc.,  of  the  prospective  patient.  This  claim,  was  false  and 
was  proved  to  be  so  by  a  member  of  The  Juubnal  stafT,  who 
appeared  as  one  of  the  witnesses  for  the  government.  In 
the  course  of  preparing  our  first  article  regarding  this  fraud 
the  following  letter  was  sent  to  the  Delta  Chemical  Company; 
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"GcnllEinpii :  rii'aBp  annd  mp  n  aumple  of  jour  morpbin  cure. 
UabJtlaa,  &lsu  dlrvitluns  for  use." 

This  letter,  which  certainly  gave  no  information  about  its 
writer,  brought  a  reply  from  the  Delta  Chemical  Company 
witli  a  sample  of  Habitiiia,  containing  enough  morphtn  to  kill 
six  or  seven  people.  A  carbon  copy  of  this  letter  together  with 
the  various  letters  received  from  the  Delta  Chemical  Company, 
including  the  envelopes  in  which  these  letters  came,  also  the 
sample  that  waa  sent  and  the  package  in  which  it  came,  were 
all  turned  over  to  the  government  by  The  Jolbnil,  as 
exhibits  in  the  case.  They  proved  of  material  value  to  the 
prosecution. 

The  formula  of  Habitina,  according  to  Delta  E..  Combs,  who 
made  the  stuff,  is: 

Horph;a   KUlpbiitp   IQ.O  gr. 

Heroin    8.0  gr. 

Callein    2.5  gr. 

Spnrlein    O.B  gr. 

I'ilocarpln    n..'i  gr. 

Ilyobcin,  lite. O.OG  gr. 

Carbolic  acid U.S  gr. 

Alcabol   ]  .0  gr. 

Water  to  make 1.0  oi. 

The  testimony  of  the  victims  of  this  preparation  was  what 
might  be  expected.  In  the  report  of  the  post-office  inspectors, 
which  is  published'in  a  government  bulletin,  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  various  victims  are  given  in  fuIL  They  will 
be  referred  to  here,  only  by  initial. 

Mr.  H.  1.  C,  MlssauTl,  testified  that  he  bad  been  addicted  to  the 
Ilnbltlna  habit  for  more  Cbau  six  jeara  ;  that  be  had  purchased 
llnbllina  to  cure  blmacir  of  tbc  morpblti  babil ;  that  at  Urst  he  took 
one  bottle  a  week,  gradually  IncreaElnR  until  during  tbc  last  fear  of 
bla  addiction  he  took  one  $2  bottle  dally,  lie  Curlhei:  teatlQed  that 
the  atuff  Injured  his  eyea  and  made  blm  a  maniac  and  mentall; 
Irresponsible ;  that  he  used  his  utmost  endeavor  to  break  blmself  of 
the  habll,  but  conid  not  do  so ;  that  when  under  the  iDfluencc  of 
llabltlna  he  would  give  awaf  alt  he  poasessGd.  Before  bis  addiction 
be  owned  bis  own  home  and  earned  120  a  week  as  a  mechanic,  lie 
Is  now  penniless  aQd  without  work. 

Mrs.  M.  r.,  PeDDsylvanla.  testided  that  she  purchased  Flabltlna  to 
cure  herself  of  the  drug  habit ;  she  found  It  Impossible  to  reduce  the 
dose  and  Increased  from  a  few  drops  to  about  half  a  bottle  a  da;.  It 
destroyed  her  reason  and  made  her  absolutely  blind.  Later  Btac  was 
treated  In  a  hospital  and  la  no  longer  a  drug  addict. 

Mr.  H.  W.  D.,  Iowa,  teatlfled  tbat  be  had  been  purchaalng  llabltlna 
Bj  mall  for  the  past  five  years.  He  had  Increased  the  dose  until  at 
the  time  of  the  trial  be  was  using  balf  a  bottle  dally.  He  stated 
that  be  was  unable  to  gult  or  reduce  the  dose  and  was  a  slave  to 
the  Hablllna  habit. 

Mr.  W.  J.  H.,  Missouri,  testified  tbst  he  purchased  Habitina  to 
cure  himself  of  the  morphin  bablt  He  Increased  from  a  bottle  a 
week  to  a  bolllc  a  day,  and  at  last  ordered  six  bottles  at  a  time, 
wblcb  tbe  company  always  sent  without  queatloD,      Be  Qnally  had 
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to  fro  to  a  reputable  aanilnrlum  to  be  cured      He  submitted  1281  In 
checks  that  he  bad  sent  to  the  Ilubltlna  Company    nod  stated  that 


aru  Ina    testlflpc 

i  that  she  was  52  ypara  o( 

ia  trying  to  cure  herself  <f 

salil  that  Ilabltli 

la  destroyed  her  reason  and 

n  larlum  to  free 

herself  from  Its  thralls 
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wo  jeara  pait  ahe  had  been 

Mrs  Q  a  h  M19SDI 
spent  at  least  {2  30  or 
cure  herself  of  the  morpl 

taking  $2  worth  dally  She  tegUfled  that  ahe  was  still  a  slave  to 
Hebltina  and  had  Bacrlflccd  po'sltloa  family  clothes  and  had  even 
gone  without  sb  ea  In  order  to  obtain  this  drug  She  Is  a  young 
woman  of  good  family  Iler  father  »as  (or  many  years  conne  ted 
wllh  (be  Department  of  J  stice  and  her  brother  In  law  holds  a  high 
position  In  the  Federal  service 

Other  ind  \iiiuala  suffering  from  the  Habitina  habit  were 
present  at  the  trial  hut  were  not  called  to  testify  as  it  was 
believed  that  suflic  ent  evidence  on  the  point  had  been  given 
The  Habitma  concern  introduced  in  its  defense  the  testimony 
of  three  pi  ysiciana  all  of  St  Louis  Dr  Jtlark  Ray  Hughes 
testified  that  he  bel  e\el  Habit  na  would  effect  a  ture  if  taken 
as  d  reeled  It  was  shown  on  Eros'*  tsam  nation  that  he  had 
only  treated  one  hahituC  by  placing  tht  drug  m  the  handi  of 
the  patient  himself  Th  s  wis  nie  \eara  ago  and  he  had 
neier  seen  the  patient  since  to  know  whether  or  not  he  naa 
cured  Dr  Andrew  B  Nichols  testified  that  he  belieied 
Habitma  would  cure  if  taken  at  d  reeted  but  he  stated  that  he 
had  never  known  of  an  addict  curing  himself  Ur  Charles  H 
Hughes  while  called  b}  the  deftnae  ga\e  tcitimon}  that  was 
helpful  to  the  governments  case  He  testified  that  if  a 
patient  could  take  Habitma  at  directed  he  might  be  cuied 
hut  that  the  treatment  was  neither  feasible  nor  safe 

HVhen  Dr  Gregg  (Preit  tt)  was  called  to  the  stand  he  was 
made  to  admit  the  various  details  that  1  ave  already  been 
given  of  his  lack  of  succeas  aa  a  reputable  phjsician  It  was 
further  brought  out  that  while  connected  with  the  Habitina 
Company  and  up  to  the  time  of  hia  irrest  he  wa«  also  m  the 
employ  of  the  Ulyco  Thymoline  Company  In  summing  up 
the  caae  the  post  office  inspectors  in  their  report  concluded 
as  followB 

The  conviction  obtained  n  this  caae  has  terminated  one  of 
the  moat  pernicious  and  outrageous  frauds  ever  perpetrated 
on  a  credulous  public  who  were  not  only  defrauded  out  of 
large  sums  of  monev  ranjfing  from  a  lew  dollars  to  over 
$2  000  each  but  were  robbed  of  health  of  boh  and  mind 
Home  uere  rendered  blind  and  some  were  made  maniacs — - 
how  many  died  under  the  treatment  will  never  be  known 
— but  taking  their  own  teslimoniak  aa  a  lource  of  mforma 
tion  four  out  of  eight  have  died  drug  addicts  and  out  of 
the  thousanda  of  persona  they  have  treated  hut  one  wit 
nesa  could  be  produced  by  the  defendants  to  testify  in  bel  alf 
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of  this  drug  baring  any  remedial  properties  whatever.  These 
defendants  deliberately  foatpred  the  most  dreadful  forms  of 
drug  alaTery  for  their  personal  gain.  They  made  no  effort  to 
cure  Ibe  patient  for  the  blood  money  thun  obtained.  Tliey 
produced  no  evidence  which  would  traverse  the  contention  of 
the  Government  that  the  whole  purpose  of  the  defendants  was 
to  substitute  for  the  slavery  to  the  drug  p'Tchased  by  the 
babituC  from  the  Vomer  pharmacist'  under  the  restrictions  of 
state  law,  the  slavery  to  the  siame  and  worse  drugs  purchased 
nnder  a  disguised  name  at  many  times  a  fair  commercial 
prit«  from  the  Delta  Chemical   Co." 


EDWABD    J.    WOODS 

Edward  J.  Woods,  534  Sixth  Avenue,  New  York  City,  adver- 
tises extensively,  on  both  aides  of  the  Atlantic,  to  cure  aico- 
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holism.  Sometimes  he  uses  bis  own  name;  sometime*  be 
uses  the  mime,  Ur.  5lary  E.  Webb,  Boston,  Mass,  Woods, 
being  nothing  if  not  versatile,  also  >ii'lla  a  cure  for  bald  heads, 
as  well  ns  a  preparation  to  take  the  "kinks"  ont  of  the  hair 
of  those  members  of  tbc  colored  race  who  are  dissatisSed 
with  the  head  covering  that  Xature  provided.  His  trade 
name  in  this  tatter  line  of  endeavor  is  the  "Koakott  Labora- 
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torj,"  which  is  advertised  as  being  at  1269  Broadway,  New 
York  aty.  The  connection  between  Edward  J.  Wcvoda,  534 
Sixth  Avenue,  and  the  Koskott  Laboratory,  1269  Broadway, 
are  not  evident  to  those  unfamiliar  with  that  part  oC.New 
York  City.  Aa  a  matter  of  fact  they  are  one  and  the  same 
addreas;  the  building  running  through  from  Sixth  Avenue  to 
Broadway  and  having  entrances  on  both  Btreets.  Associated 
with  Woods,  both  in  his  cure  for  dninkenneas  and  hia  hair- 


To  those  who  are  not  familiar  with  New  York  City  the  connecLlon 
between  1269  Broadway  (tbe  address  of  the  Koskott  lalraraCory) 
and  S34  Sixth  Avenue  {the  addreaa  of  Edward  J.  Woods)  would  not 
be  oTident.  As  s  matter  of  fact,  these  two  addresses  represent  one 
s  through  from  Sixth  Avenue  to  Broadway.    This 


B  it  clea 


growing  establishment,  was  one  1\  illiam  E  Scott  We  can 
not  do  better  than  quote  from  tl  e  Cautionary  last  issued 
by  London  Truth  regarding  this  individual 

"Scott,  William.— A  Yankee  wl  ose  rpal  name  is  Skin 
ner.  He  achieved  distinction  a  few  jeare  ago  in  connec 
tJon  with  a  swindle  named  Symond  h  London  Stores  on 
the  amasbing  of  which  enterprise  he  proceeded  to  Berlin 
and,  as  Professor  Dana,  adtertised  a  cure  for  aathma  as 
Professor  Potlok,  a  cure  for  gout  aa  Horatio  Carter  a 
cure  for  debility  named  'Amrita  and  a  numlier  of  other 
specialties.  He  was  arrested  in  Berlin  on  a  charge  of 
fraud  but  decamped,  forfeiting  bail  to  the  amount  of 
£5,000,  His  present  address  la  1260  Broadnay  New  York 
whence  he  is  advertising  a  new  1  air  growing  treatment 
under  tbe  style  of  'Koskott 

DR.    WEBB — STOOL  PIGEOB 

Should   you   read   Dr.   Mary   E    \^cbbs  adiertisement    you 
will  learn  that   she   appeals  partculirly   to     wives    mothers 
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Hieters,  daugliters,  frienda  of  men  who  drink  liquor  or  beer." 
She  haa,  so  run  her  advcrtisementB,  a  "42  days'  free  treat- 
ment, of  Kotalko"  which  may  be  "taken  in  tablets  or  dis- 
solved in  tea,  coffee,  milk,  etc."  You  are  asked  to  enclose 
the  inevitable  teD  cents  "to  pay  part  cost  of  advertising  and 
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Pbotographle  reproduction  ot  tbe  Ipttpr,  prloted  In  Imitation  of 
handwriting,  which  Mar;  E.  Webb  sends  to  those  wbo  Ba«w>^^  her 
advertisements.  The  parts  ai'ound  which  we  have  drawn  henTy 
lines  were  filled  In  by  hand  In  Ink  that  closely  matched  the  balance 
ot  (be  letter.  The  name  ot  the  dead  president,  Whose  memory  these 
ghouls  attempt  to  befoul,  we  have  blotted  out. 
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DRUG    CURES 


The  "manly  letter"  referred  to,  jn  at  least  one  instance,, 
was  written  by  a  young  woman  connected  with  The  Journal 
office  and  read  as  followe: 

"Please  send  me  (all  imrllcularB  atMut  jrour  drink  care." 


This  waB  the  ent  re  letter  and  was  wr  tten  in  an  ev  dently 
feminine  hand,  but  Mary  E.  Webb,  M.D.,  having,  apparently, 
only  one  style  of  letter,  replied: 

"IQ  Tiew  of  wbat  you  write  about  four  oim  case  and  the  fact 
tbat  ;ou  abow  aach  strong  character  In  j'our  bandnrllln?  a 
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mplct. 
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aatae  In  rour  caae.  I  sm,  tberefore,  reluming  yaar  10  cents  la 
BtampB,  [Ten  cents  was  not  eent.  in  tbls  Instance,  so  Dr.  Webb 
adds  the  postBcrlpt :  ■'You  failed  to  send  stamps,  so  1  am  not 
encloBlDg  any."!  Mr.  C.— — ■ —  and  I  have  written  about  joar 
case.  Rlvlnf;  my  favorable  and  profesBlonal  repoFt  to  Mr.  Edward 
J.  WoodB,  G34  Sixth  Avenue.  New  York  Clt;.  MIb  la  the  one  and 
only  cure  for  your  case  aod  It  wilt  accompllBb  the  reaalt  In  72 
bours  by  the  clock. 

"Vou  will  feel  like  a  dlDerent  mau  entlreFy.  You  nlll  b« 
aatounded  at  the  beneflt.  It  Is  the  same  treatment  as  has  cured 
many  noted  men,  Including  ei-Presldent  [Here  follows  the  name  of 
one  of  America's  greatest  presidents  and  best-loved  men]  and  others 
of  brains  and  ability.  Tour  letter  reveals  you  to  be  a  man  who  will 
do  wouderfol  work  when  entirely  cured  of  tbe  accursed  disease." 


Here  are  a  few  testimonials  emanating  from  the  "laboratory"  at 
WlUard  H.  Mor^e.  M.D.,  P.S.Sc.  <Lond.).  They  embrace  recommen- 
dations for  a  fraudulent  epilepsy  cure,  a  fake  coueumptlon  cure,  a 
worthless  "sight  restorer"  and  several  proprietary  humbugs. 

And  so  cDU,  ad  nauseam.  Sure  enough,  hy  the  n^t  mail 
came  a  letter  from  Edward  J.  Woods  in  imitation  typewriting, 
explaining  how  perfectly  simple  it  was  to  cure  alcohol  addic- 
tion with  "Woods'  Remedies."  "My  price  is  $10."  Accom- 
panying the  letter  was  a  booklet  entitled  "Confessions  of  a 
Former  Alcohol  Slave,"  in  which  Woods  describes  how  he 
became  a  drunkard  and  liow  he  was  cured  by  a  "learned 
doctor."  Then  it  was  that  Woods  conceived  the  idea  of 
"curing"  others  as  he  had  been  "cured."  Hence  the  mail- 
order business. 

AHALT8BS — OF  COUBSE! 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to 'say  that  Woods  can  produce  not 
only  analyses,  but  also  testimonials.  Why  nott  There  never 
yet  was  a  medical  fraud  but  could  produce  testimonials  by 
the  basitetful;  and  anyone  with  $5  to  spar^  can  buy  the 
sort  of  analyses   that   Woods   uses.    "Dr."   A.   B.   Griffiths,   a 


DBVO    CVBB8  80S 

coakm;  who  ealla  hiniBelf  an  "analjiiical  and  consulting  chem- 
ist," certifies  to  the  wonderful  power  of  Woods'  "speciflo 
treatment  of  alcobolism."  Again,  we  remind  our  readers  tliat 
Griffitha'  analjrges  coat  one  guinea  {$5)  and  that  represents 
their  total  value.  It  is  worth  mentioning,  iDcideutally,  that 
when  Wooda  placed  bis  order  for  an  analysis  of  his  cure  for 
drunkenuesH  he  also  seems  to  have  called  for  a  similar 
analysis  of  his  Koskott  cure  for  bald  heads.  Probably  Grif- 
fiths offers  reductions  for  analyses  when  ordered  in  quan- 
tities. 

Witlard  H.  Morse,  MJ).,  of  Westfleld,  New  Jersey,  another 
"consulting  chemist,"  goes  A.  B.  Griffitha  one  better  and  not 
only  praises  Woods'  nostrum  but  "guaranteea"  Woods'  "sys- 
tem." Morse,  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  Griffiths  on 
the  other  side  are  both  members  of  that  serio-comic  humbug, 
the  "Society  of  Science,  Letters  and  Art"  of  London.  Hence 
they  both  have  the  privilege  of  writing  "F.S.Sc  (Lond.)" 
after  their  names.  This  privilege  costs  one  guinea  but  isn't 
worth  it.  In  addition  to  the  testimonial  of  "Dr."  Griffitha 
and  Dr.  Morse,  we  have  equally  flattering  comments  both 
from  Dr.  Mary  E.  Webb,  to  whom  we  have  already  referred, 
and  from  Dr.  John  L.  Corish.  Dr.  Corish,  it  may  be  said,  ia 
in  toe  mail-order  medical  business  himself  and  exploits  "Dr. 
Corish's  Okola  Method,"  which  is  "the  original  and  genuine 
system  for  treating  eye  strain  at  home." 

THE  SLinmo  BCiix  of  pbicks 

like  all  mail-order  medical  fakers,  when  Woods  cannot  get 
{10  for  his  "treatment"  he  takes  less.  In  this  case  the  price 
is  gradually  diminished  until  it  reaches  $1.00.  It  might  be 
liUd  down  as  axiomatic  that,  those  who  will  persist  in  wast- 
ing their  money  on  mail-order  medical  fakes  should  make  a 
practice  of  waiting  six  months  after  receiving  the  first  letter. 
They  will  then  find  that,  no  matter  how  much  is  at  first 
demanded,  the  price  will  have  been  reduced  to  one-fourth  or 
even  one-twenty-fifth  of  the  original  amount. 

As  was  stated  at  the  outset,  Woods  advertises  on  both 
sides  of  the  Atlantic;  in  fact,  his  activity  in  Great  Britain 
seems  to  be  even  greater  than  it  is  in  this  country.  The 
chemists  of  the  British  Medical  Association  recently  analyzed 
Woods'  nostrums.  The  complete  "treatment"  for  "curii^ 
drunkenness  secretly"  consists  or.  sixty  powders  and  sixty- 
eight  tablets.    The  analyses  of  these  is  detailed  as  follows: 


"Tartar  emetic  . . 
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"No  trace  o(  an;  other  iobetauce  was  round.  A  powder  ot  average 
welgbt  would  thu  contain  0.3S  grain  of  tartar  emetic. 

"The  tablets  had  an  average  weight  of  1.6  grains.  Analysis 
abowed  them  to  contain  : 

"Tartar  emetic 13.2  pec  cent. 

"Boric  acid lO.T  pet  cent. 

"Sugar  ot  mll& 76.1  per  cent. 

"No  trace  ol  any  other  sobBtance  was  fo'nnd.  One  tablet  would 
thaa  contain  0.2  grain  of  tartac  emetic,  and  the  daily  dose  of  three 
powders  and  three  tablets  would  cofltain  1.60  grains. 

"The  estimated  coat  ot  materials  for  60  powders  and  68  tablets 
la  aboat  Id."   (2  cents.) 

Although  Woods  advertises  to  cure  drunkenness  in  72  hours, 
it  takes  about  two  weeks  to  ccnaume  all  the  powders  and 
tablets  that  are  sent  aa  one  "treatment."  At  the  end  of  that 
time,  the  victim  is  told  to  order  more. 

"Even  If  sii  months  are  required  to  accomplish  the  desired  pur- 
pose, It  la  a  highly  aatlBtactarj  reward  lor  the  expense,  time  and 
effort  used," 

Nor  is  Woods  content  to  conduct  hia  fraudulent  business  at 
long  range.  A  few  weeks  ago  he  was  fined  $500 — the  maxi- 
mum penalty— tor  practicing  medicine  in  New  York  State 
without  a  license.  His  success  as  a  mall-order  quack  seemed 
to  have  ted  him  to  believe  that  be  was  immune  to  arrest. 
Fortunately  the  New  York  County  Medical  Society  is  active 
lu  protecting  the  public  from  such  humbugs  and  , therefore 
brought  suit  against  Woods,  with  the  result  just  stated. 

Edward  J.  Woods,  then,  who  is  willing  to  acknowledge  that 
he  "was  rarely  solier  in  siiiteen  years,"  is  at  present  engaged 
in  selling  a  mixture  of  tartar  emetic  and  milk  sugar  under  the 
fraudulent  claim  that  it  will  cure  alcoholism  in  72  hours. 
As  an  accomplice,  he  has  employed  a  woman  physician  who 
is  a  disgrace  to  her  profession — a  woman,  whose  wicked  false- 
hood regarding,  and  inferential  slander  of,  a,  dead  president 
makes  it  easy  to  classify  the  concern  that  stands  sponsor  for 
it.  By  means  of  lying  advertisements  and  fake  analyses. 
Woods  will  rob  the  wives  and  children  of  inebriates  on  the 
specious  claim  that  his  worthless  mixture  when  secretly  given 
will  release  the  father  or  husband  from  the  thraldom  of 
alcoholism.  Week  after  week  money  that  in  many  cases 
should  go  to  purchase  the  necessaries  of  life  is  emptied  into 
the  coffers  of  a  man  whose  past  life  he  admits  was  a  disgrace 
and  whose  present  existence  we  believe  is  a  calamity.  Knowing 
that  the  chances  are  not  one  in  a  thousand  that  those  who 
are,  in  their  ignorance,  trying  secretly  to  cure  members  of 
their  immediate  family  of  alcoholism,  will  be  willing  to  risk 
the  publicity  that  a  demand  for  the  return  of  their  wasted 
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money  would  bring,  Woods  calmly  continues  his  Befarious 
trade  unmolested  and  unafraid.  (From  Tlie  Jowtial  A.  U.  A., 
Feb.  n,  1912,  with  additiont.) 

[The  BoHtoa  newspapers  for  July  13,  1912,  reports  tbe 
arrest  of  Dr.  Mary  E.  Webb  for  shoplifting.  She  pleaded 
guilty  and  was  fined  $20.  In  addition  to  acting  as  atool-pigeon 
for  Woods'  disreputable  business,  Dr.  Mary  E.  Webb  has  also 
been  quacking  it  on  her  own  account.  She  e:sp!oited  the 
"Progressive  Home  Treatment  for  Deafness"  in  which  two 
"special  remedies"  were  used,  "Aura-alpha"  and  "Aura-raaga."] 
His  Tobacco-Habit  "Core"  Humbug 

In  addition  to  his  cure  for  drunkenness.  Woods  sells  what 
he  calls  his  "C  Treatment"  as  a.  cure  for  the  tobacco  habit. 
Like  the  cure  for  inebriety,  the  "C  Treatment"  is  advertised 
with  a  certificate  of  analysis — price  $3 — issued  by  that  pur- 
veyor of  fake  analyses,  "Dr."  A.  B.  Griffiths.  His  advertising 
booklet  is  made  up  largely  of  material  known  among  mail- 
order medical  fakers  as  "scare  stutT."  Lurid  pictures  are 
drawn  of  the  results  of  using  tobacco  and  a  "schedule"  is 
given  that  purports  to  show  "some  of  the  bad  effects  of  the 
use  of  tobacco."  This  "schedule"  contains  over  one  hundred 
pathologic  conditions  ranging  from  Apoplexy,  Brain  Disorder, 
Cancer  and  -Diarrhea  through  IX)comotor  Ataxia,  Malnutrition 
and  Night  Sweats  down  the  alphabet  to  Tumors,  Ulcer  of  the 
Stomach,  Weakening  of  the  Intellect  and  Yellow  Skin.  To 
indicate  his  altruistic  attitude  in  the  matter  he  urges  the 
use  of  his  tobacco  cure  even  though  lie  admits  that  the  use  ' 
of  tobacco  results  in  baldness  (for  which  Koskott  is  recom- 
mended) and  alcoholism  (for  which  his  drunkenness  remedies 
are  sold). 

THE  UANT  COLOBED   PILLS 

Those  who  send  for  the  Woods  "C  Treatment"  received 
eight  small  boxes  of  pills  and  tablets.  Each  box  is  numbered 
and  has  the  following  contents: 

Box  SOI : — 10  pink -coated  tablets. 

Box  302.-22  small   brown  tablet  triturates. 

Box  303:— 10  pink-coated  tablets. 

Box  30i:—G  chocolate-coated  tablets. 

Box  305: — 4  drab-colored  uncoated  tablets. 

Box  306: — 10  dark  gray  uncoated  tablets. 

Box  S07: — 2  small  chocolate- coated  tablets. 

Box  398: — 10  large  chocolate-coated  tablets. 
These  eight  small  boxes  are  packed  in  a  larger  box  which 
also  contains  "directions  for  taking  Woods  'C  Treatment  Set." 
These  "directions"  are  said  to  be  "a  Monograph  on  Overcom- 
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ing  Tobacco  and  Snuff  Craving  by  John  L,  Coriah,  M.D." 
CorUh,  it  may  be  remembered,  is  ft  man  whose  testimcmial 
is  published  recommending  Woods  Cure  for  Alcoholism;  be 
is,  moreover,  the  stool-pigeon  for  the  Okola  Laboratory,  one 
of  several  fraudulent  concerns  at  Rochester  and  Syracuse,  New 
York,  floated  by  the  Adkin-Neal  syndicate  of  mail-order 
fakers. 

A  set  of  Woods  "C  Treatment"  for  the  tobacco  habit  was 
examined  in  the  Association's  laboratory  and  the  chemist's 
report  follows; 

LABOBATOBZ  BEPOBT 

Bo^  SOI: — The  pink-eoated  tablets  in  this  box  were  found 
to  have  as  their  chief  constituent  resin  of  podophyllum, 
phenolphthalein  and  starch. 

Bo3!  S02: — The  brown  tablets  In  this  box  contain  a  brown 
dye  and  bitter  non-elkaloidal  extract,  which  was  not  identified 
but  which  was  probably  extract  of  quassia  and  milk-sugar. 
Alkaloids  were  absent. 

Box     SOS: — Pink -coated     tablets     containing     aloiu     and 

Box  SOi : — Brown-coated  tablets  containing  asafetida.  Alka- 
loids were  absent. 

Box  305: — Containing  gray  tablets  consisting  of  starch,  talc, 
and  a  trace  of  an  alkaloid,  which  was  not  identified. 

Box  306.-— The  gray  tablets  in  this  box  were  found  to  con- 
tain strychnin,  iron  carbonate  and  brucine  as  their  chief 
ingredients. 

Box  307: — The  two  brown-coated  tablets  in  this  box  con- 
tained  methylene  blue  and  a  little  starch. 

Bow  308; — Large  brown  tablets  which  were  found  to  contain 
calcium  carbonate,  powdered  charcoal  and  a  trace  of  methyl 
salicylate. 

With  the  exception  of  the  tablets  in  Box  305,  the  findings 
(which  were  qualitative  only)  of  the  Association's  chemists 
agreed  substantially  with  those  of  the  chemists  of  the  British 
Medical  Association  in  an  analysis  made  of  the  Woods  Treat- 
ment as  sold  in  Great  Britain,  The  British  chemists  reported 
that  the  specimens  of  tablets  No.  303  examined  by  them, 
contained  reduced  iron  and  a  trace  of  an  alkaloid  which 
appeared  to  be  strychnin;  the  specimen  sent  out  under  the 
same  number  and  examined  in  the  Association's  laboratory 
contained  a  trace  of  an  unidentified  alkaloid  but  no  reduced 

This  anaylsis  shows  that  the  mental  element  is  expected  - 
to  play  an  important  part  in  the'  Woods  ''treatment."  The 
varied  colors  and  shapes  of  the  tablets,  the  fact  that  they 
are  to  be  taken  every  hour,  are  sometimes  to  be  chewed, 
sometimes  swallowed  and  sometimes  dissolved  makes  clear 
the  large  part  that  suggestion  is  expected  to  play  in  the 
"treatment."  The  addition  of  asafetida  is  also  doubtless  for 
its  subjective  effect  while  the  methylene  blue  pill  is  counted 
on  to.  impress  the  patient  with  the  idea  that  the  tobacco  is 
being  eliminated  from   the  system. 
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"favorabi£  signh"  uadk  to  obder 
In  the   letter  that  Woods  eends   with  the  "treatment,"  1 
gives  a  list  of  what  he  terms  "favorable  signs  for  which  ^ 
may  watch."     Some  of  these  are: 


and  tbe  skin  sbould  be  la  c 

"2.  Very  frequent  moTemcnt  of  the  bowrls  and  siroDg:  odor  from 
eicrement  In  a  da;  or  two  (be  action  of  Clie  bowolB  should  be  reg- 
ular and  bealtbler. 

"3.  Frequenl  urination  and  If  It  Is  of  a  ereenlsb  color  at  times 
U  |9  proof  positive  tbat  my  C,  Set  of  Remedies  U  eliminating  the 
polsona  and  clearing  the  kidneys  as  well  as  the  bladder.  Very  soon 
the  arlne  should  l>e  a  clear  color." 

Every  physician  will  recognize  that  the  "favorable  signs" 
for  which  the  patient  is  instructed  to  Watch  are  in  reality 
nothing  more  than  the  physiologic  results  of  the  drugs  that 


endcBTor   to    frighten    tobaeco-usera    Into    ordering    his    worthless 

are  given  in  the  "treatment."  "Offensive  smelling  perspira- 
tion" ot  course  follows  the  ingestion  of  asatetida;  "frequent 
movement  of  the  bowels"  naturally  result  from  taking  purga- 
tive   pills    of    phenolphthaiein,    podophyllum    and    nloin. 
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''strong  odor  from  excrements"  is  also  a,  result  of  taking 
asafctida.  "Frequent  urinafion"  that  is  "of  a  greenish  eolor 
at  times"  is  due  to  the  pills  of  methylene  blue. 

All  of  these  tricks  are  as  old  as  quackery  itself  but  appar- 
ently none  the  less  profitable.  Every  purchaser  of  the  Woods 
C  Treatment — the  tobacco  cure-»-is  urged  to  send  for  the  "E 
Treatment  Set"  which  is  saiil  to  strengthen  the  heart,  eradi- 
cate dyspepsia  and  "remarkably  improve"  the  kidneys,  liver 
and  bladder  aa  well  as  to  ''overcome  chronic  hoarseness.  The 
price  of  the  "E  Treatment  Set"  ia  $10. 

That  individuals  who  have  made  up  their  minds  to  give 
up  the  use  of  tobacco  may  do  ao  coincidently  with  the  taking 
of  Woods  Treatment  is  doubtless  true.  That  the  treatment 
itself  baa  any  va!iie  as  a  cure  for  the  tobacco  habit,  no  one 
who  is  competent  to  express  an  opinion  could  admit.  While 
not  as  cruel  a  humbug  ns  his  "cure"  for  alcoholism,  his 
tobacco  habit  cure  is  just  as  fraudulent  and  just  aa  worthless. 
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■■  Amo^r  the  ■^u 

lims  to  quaciery  of  evirv  sort  women  far  oul- 

atrnber  sun.     The 

are  akvavs  more  trustful  and,  at  a  rule  find  il 

mare  HMcalt,  cspei 

ally  when  sugtrtne.  lo  believe  that  anyone  can 

use  their  confidence,  much  less  lo  lake  advanatee 

ef  their  AcWessHts 

in  order  lo  flunder  aifd  injure  them."— Henry 

Sewill.  in  VANITY  f 
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AMEnOBEXTS 

This  substance  waa  exposed  in  a  communication  from  Dr. 
W.  H.  Graves,  Dodge  City,  Kansas.  Dr.  Graves  tells  of  a 
visit  of  a  "detail  man"  for  the  Amenoretts  Company  distribu- 
ting samples  and  exploiting  the  preparation  which  is  repre- 
sented  as  curing  all  female  complaints.  The  circular  gave  the 
formula  for  the  suppositories  as  "the  active  principles  of  Pyro- 
lingenous  Acid,  lodin,  Picric  Acid,  Eoracie  Acid,  Quinin,  Tetra- 
borate of  Soda,  Glycerin,  and  Oil  of  Theobromo."  The  formula 
for  the  tablets  is  given  as  Pyrolingenous  Acid,  lodin,  Boracic 
Acid,  and  Tetraborate  of  Soda.  Dr.  Graves  says  he  remarked  on 
the  fact  that  quinin  was  itself  the  active  principle  of  cinchona 
and  the  active  principles  of  the  other  known  constituents  must 
be  due  to  the  vivid  imagination  of  the  eoncocter  of  these 
remarkable  formulas,  but  he  saw  no  quantities  given.  His 
visitor  replied  that  they  dill  not  print  quantities.  Not  being 
a  physician  he  admitted  that  he  did  not  know  how  he  should 
feel  if  he  were  one,  and  a  man  came  to  his  ofGce  telling  how 
to  treat  his  patients  with  an  article  of  unknown  composition. 
—  [Ahalracted  from  The  -JouTnal  A.  H.  A.,  March  24,  1906.) 


BERTHA  C.  DAY 
A  Btndy  of  the  multitude  of  mail-order  medical  fakes  makes 

•plain  one  fact:  Few  of  sueli  concerns  are  owned  by  the  renegade 
physicians  whose  names  adorn  the  stationery  of  the  companies. 

■Most  companies  of  this  kind  are  organized  and  capitalized 
by  shrewd— and  oiteir  unscrupulous — business  men.  These 
companies  are  run  solely  and -only  for  profit;   the  health  or 

•well-being  of  the  victim  who  seeks  thejr  aid  is  a  matter  of 
indifference.  It  is  not  the  state  of  the  patient's  health  that 
concerns  these  harpies,  but  the  condition  of  his  pocketbook; 
it  is  not  his  sufferings  they  seek  to  relieve  him  of,  but  hia 
money.  The  business  is  a  commercial  one;  pills  and  tablets 
bought  hy  the  million  from  pharmaceutical  houses;   form  let- 
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ten  aldlfully  designed  to  imitate  eitlier  baud-writing  or  type- 
writing; testimonials  1  liata  of  names  of  "easy  marks"  pur- 
chaaed  from  letter  brokers;  unscrupulous  physicians  whose 
incompeteiiF;  has  made  them  failures  in  the  bonorable  prac- 
tice of  medicine  and  who  are  willing  to  sell  their  birthright 
of  professional  honor  for  a  miserable  mess  of  pottage — theae 
are  the  stock  in  trade  of  mail-order  medical  fakers. 

In  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  there  are  two  mail-order  medical  con- 
cerns said  to  be  doing  a  large  and  profitable  business,  and  to 
be  owned  and  operated  by  one  William  M.  Griffin,  a  dealer  in 


,  Confide  in  me- 
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FREE 

Wwib  if  Dr.  Bcrllii  C  bv 


a  OrlSn,  the  owner, 


After  onr  eiposfi  of  the  Bertha  C.  Day  cone 
changod  its  name  to  "Woman-s  Health  Instltut 
was  hired  as  FJlogl-pIgeon^Dr.  Julia  D.  Godrrey.  Here  are  showQ 
greatly  reduced  photographic  reproductions  of  adTertlaements  of  the 
-  Bertha  C.  Day  and  the  Julia  D.  Godtrej  concerns. 

teas,  coffees,  etc.  These  are  tlie  J.  W.  Kidd  Co.,  which  "treats" 
anything  from  consumption  to  corns  and  the  Dr.  Bertha  C. 
Day  Co.,  which  malces  a  "specialty"  of  "diaeasea  of  women." 
There  is  another  "diseases  of  women"  mail-order  fake  in  the 
same  town  run  by  a  Dr.  Luella  McKioley  Derbyshire.  It  is 
said  that  the  Derbyshire  concern  used  to  be  owned  by  Griffin, 
but  waa  purchased  by  Dr.  Derbyshire  about  1903.  From  a 
huaineas  atandpoint,  it  seems  rather  unkind  for  Griffin  to  sell 
out  a  "female  specialist"  mail-order  buainess  and  later  start 
a  competitive  houae.  Id  1906,  Dr.  Derbyshire  was  arraigned 
in  the  Federal  courts  on  the  charge  of  sending  obse«i^  matter, 
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in  the  form  of  consultation  blanks,  through  the  maila.  Her 
defense  was,  according  to  the  papers,  that  the  blanks  were 
the  same  as-  those  -whit^h  had  been  used  by  Griffin  for  some 
^ears  before  ahe  purchased  the  business  from  him,  and  that 
«be  "understood  that  a  competent  lawyer  had  gone  over  the 
blanks  and  found  that  there  was  nothing  unmailable  in  them." 
Dr.  Derbyshire's  methods  of  doing  business  are  practically 
identical  with  those  of  Dr.  Day,  and  her  diagnoses  are  just  as 
fraudulent  and  worthless;  In  a  later  article,  we  may  give 
some  space  to  the  Derbyshire  concern  and  also  to  the  Kidd 
branch  of  Griffin's  quackery, 

DR.    BEBTHA    C.    DAE    COHPANT 

Dr.  Bertha  C.  Day  is  the  stool-pigeon  for  Wm.  M.  Griffin 

in  operating  a  mail-order  medical  treatment  for  the  "diseases 
of  women."  The  Bertha  C.  Day  concern  advertises  in  those 
cheap  and  nasty  magazines  that  are  the  sheet-anchor  of  the 
adverusing  medical  faker;  it  also  has  an  occasional  advertise- 
ment in  the  less  particular  newspapers.  Bertha  C.  Day  adver- 
tises that  she  is  "a  woman — a  wife — a  mother — a  successful 
physician — a  specialist  nn  diseases  of  women."  She  puts  great 
stress  on  her  "long  and  varied  experience."  In  a  booklet 
entitled,  "Diseases  of  Women  and  The  Home  Medical  Guide," 
which  she  sends  to  those  who  answer  the  advertisement  and 
which  she  claims  to  have  written,  we  read: 
"Her  vast  experience  as  a  physician  is  only  one  of  the  quallfica- 


"Her  training  and  vait  exuerience  aa  a  pbyslclaa 
do  mare  for  sufferlnE  women  tban  an;  woman  cai 
pbysiclan    .    .    ." 

"During   several   years    of  active    life    ' .         , 
she  acquired  a  vast  amount  of  valuable  ciperfeDce  tbat  v 
fver  poasesB     .     .     ."     [Itallca  onrB. — Eo.] 

These  quotations — from  a  hook  written  in  Ifl09 — naturally 
give  the  reader  th"!  impression  that  Dr.  Bertha  C.  Day  has 
been  in  practice  for  several  years.  As  a  matter  of  fact.  Dr. 
Day  graduated  from  the  Detroit  Homeopathic  College  in  1907 
and  was  licensed  to  practice  in  I9DS!  This  would  indicate 
that  however  "varied"  her  experience  may  have  been,  it  could 
scarcely,  with  truth,  be  called  long.  As  the  "Bertha  C.  Day 
Company"  was  chartered  in  1008— the  year  that  Bertha  0. 
Day  received  her  license  to  practice  medicine — her  "vast  exper- 
ience" has  evidently  been  confined  to  treating  people  she  has 
never  seen,  by  means  of  tablets  bought  in  million  lots  and  pre- 
scribed on  diagnoses  that  are  both  worthless  and  fraudulent. 

THE    UETHOnS    EMPLOYED 

An  Individual,  whom  we  may  call  Mrs.  X,  seeing  one  of 
Bertha  C.  Day's  advertisements,  wrote  for  particulars  about 
the  methods  of  "treatment."  By  return  mail  ahe  received  a 
form  letter  in  which  the  date  and  her  name  were  filled  in  by 
means  of  a  typewriter.    The  letter  stated  among  other  things  i 


"Before   prepntlDg   the   trcatmcDt  (or   you.   bowever.   It   will   be 
FrpHsnrv   fnr  nip   In  bflve  a   morv  thoroiigli  undcratandlug  of  your 
■,  Inclosing  hprpBltli  a  Symplom  Blank.  whLcb 


1  IV 111  be  plea 

The  "Symptom  Blank"  consisted  of  a  number  of  queetions 
fo  be  answered.  There  wns  nlso  a  list  of  diseases  and  aymp- 
toniB,  and  tlie  patient  was  instructed  to  "draw  n  line  under 
any  of  the  following  diseases  or  symptoms  you  bave."  Accord- 
ibgly.  Mn.  X  underscored  tlie  following: 


On  sending  this  in  to  Dr.  Day,  form  letter  No.  2  can: 
containing  among  many  other  tilings,  the  statement: 


Qreally  rpilucpd  phnto 

Braphlc  » 

of   Crimn's    niiiil-rir.l,r   . 

iiKilli-al   I'l 

ndverlln-H  to  cure  all  i 

ikin  dlsoa 

"W.minn-«  lli'iiilh  i'nslH 

111.-."  I--i.ri 

',■.••     The 

Ind.,  does  a  snivcnl  luiii 

1-ordpr  lu. 

IS  of  lelterbeads  of  notae 
rile  "<.>vi']aia  t'ompaDy" 
"Atlanta   llcmvily   Com- 


Tlie  words  we  have  put  in  italics  had  been  tilled  in  by  raeana 
of  a  typewriter,  liaving  tlie  same  style  and  size  of  type  ftnd 
the  same  rulnr  ink  as  tiiat  ii^cd  in  printing  the  rest  of  the 
letter.  How  miicli  skill  and  ''vast  experience"  was  DCcesBar; 
to  make  siith  a  di:t!!iio»is  from  the  symptom  blank T  Tbe 
fiuts  arc.  tlic  "riiiefiil  diagnosis"  sbowed  that  Mrs.  X  was 
Buiroring  from  IIil-  very  conii>Liints  ftiat  siic  had  told  Dr.  Day 
she  was  suircriiif;  from.  In  .iIIi.t  wonW.  Mrs.  X  diagnosed 
her  own  case.    In  tlie  same  form  letter  Mrs.  X  wm  told: 


,Cv)i,)'^lc 
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TBK   PUB   AKD    SPECIAL    TBEATUEKTS 

Here  again,  tbe  ftgurea  we  ar«  Italicizing  were  the  only  part 
of  tbe  paragraph  that  hod  been  typewritteni  tbe  rest  wae 
printed.  The  Bane  mail  that  brought  this  letter  also  brought 
a  "free  trial  treatment,"  supposed  to  Ifut  three  daje  and  alu 


SPEOALADVKE  TO  WOME» 


SPECIAL  ADVICE  TO  WOMEN 


Knt  n  wnrd  nf  tlu' 
d  Intmihiclliin,  Init 


V  prattlfUlly  Mi'Htkii 


nil  Dr.  JuLlii  l>.  < 
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a  "special  treatment"  for  which  she  had  not  asked.  Mrs.  X 
was  totd. 

"Yonr  case  seEms  to  be  of  lone  staoding  and  you  reaUy  should 
have  the  camplele  Course  of  Treatment  at  once,  IC  fou  are  to  be  cam- 
pletelj  cured.  Ab  I  want  to  do  eTsryllilng  possible  for  you,  I 
have  prepared  a  'Spei^lsl'  course  of  trealment  for  fou  and  am  send- 
InS  It,  postage  paid.  In  the  same  package  nllh  the  tree  remedies." 

The  free  treatment  consisted  of: 

8lx  purple,   triangular,   coated  tablets  marked  *'C." 

Three  red,  (rlsogolar,  coated  tablets  miirked  "D  " 

Tbree  pink,  circular,  coated  tablets  marked  "4B." 

Two  Isige,  wbite,  otsI,  uncoated  tablets  tor  vaglual  use  marked 

One  large,  aott,  cylindrical,  vaginal  nupposllorj  marked  "30." ' 

The   "special   treatment"  received   by   Mrs.   X   consiBted   of 

six  different   kinds  of  tablets   each  labeled  with  a  letter  or 

number,  prefixed  with  the  words  "Dr.  Day's  Privste  Formula:" 

"No.  A :"  Btteen  red.  triangular,  coated  tablets. 

"No.   B:"  flfteen   layender.colored,    triangular,    coated   tablets. 

'■No.  45 :"  fifteen  pink,  circular,  coated  tabletg. 

"No.  68  :■■  afteea  l)rown,  circular,  uncoaled  tablets. 

•'No.  14 :"  thirty-two,  lBTender^mlored,  circular,  coated  tablets. 

"No.  31 :"  fifteen  large,  white,  oval,  uncoated  tablets  tor  yaglnel 

The  probable  composition  of  these  variegated  and  midti- 
shaped  tablets  was  determined  in  the  foltowing  manner!  In  . 
addition  to  her  usual  advertisements,  Dr.  Bertha  G.  Day  also 
advertises  that  she  will  send  "free  prescriptions"  to  thoB6 
who  will  fall  out  and  send  her  the  blanks  that  accompany  such 
advertisements.  One  such  blank  was  filled  out  and  sent  in 
by  another  person  giving  the  same  symptoms  as  those  Mrs. 
X  was  supposed  to  be  suffering  from.  In  reply  to  this  a  letter 
and  five  printed  prescriptions  were  received;  each  of  tbo 
prescriptions  was  numbered  or  lettered  the  same  as  the 
tablets  sent  to  Mrs.  X,  except  that  there  was  no  prescription 
for  "No.  31" — the  tablets  for  vaginal  use.  Incidentally, 
at  the  same  time  that  the  "tree  prescription"  was  received 
the  express  company  brought  a  package  of  tablets  from  Dr. 
Day,  C.O.D,,  $2.50.  But  of  this  more  later.  According  to  these 
prescriptions,  the  tablets  "A,"  "B,"  "45,"  "5B"  and  "14"  have 
the  following  composition: 

B-    '  "A" 

Eit.   Gentian    TA  grains. 

Strychnin  Sulpbate   U  grain. 

Ext.   Quassia    7V^  grains. 

Bicarb.  Soda    4S       grains.' 

«.  "D" 

BtrycbniQ    Bulphalc    %  grain. 

.    Ex(.     llhubatb     16       grains. 

Ext.    Caacara    Saarada IB       grains. 

Bicarb.    Soda    30      grains. 

B.  "iC" 

Cascarln  4      grains. 

Aloin     4       grains. 

rodophyllln   -2'^  gialQs. 

Ext.    Belladonna  l.cavus ; 2       cralns. 

Strychnin    Sulnliale    \i  grain. 

Oleorcsln   of   Ginger 2      gi'alns. 
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B.  "M" 

Strjchnin  Sulphate  1/6    grain. 

Powdered  Ipecac 1/S    grain. 

Oleoreeli)   ol  capsicum 1/12  grain. 

B.-  "14" 

Kit.   Black  Haw.., 30  grslos. 

Bit  Jamaica  Dogvood 16  grains. 

Powdered  Ginger   %  grain. 

Fluldextract   ot   Pulsatilla 30  m. 

Pluldeitract  Gelsemlum  3ii  m. 

As  hae  been'  said  there  was  no  prescription  for  "No.  31," 
but  printed  on  the  box  that  contained  these  vaginal  tablets 
was  the  statement: 

"Eacb  contains  3  grains  ol  scetanllld  and  U  grain  (^  gr.?) 
powdered  opium." 

As  this  information  was  put  on  the  box,  apparently  as  an 
afterthought,  bf  means  of  a  rubber  stamp,  the  lettering  was 

so  illegible  that  it  was  impossible  to  say  whether  the  tablets 
were  alleged  to  contain  ^4  or  Vi  grain  of  opium. 

With  the  letter,  notifying  Mrs,  X  that  the  "special"  and 
"free  treatment"  were  being  sent,  was  a  page  of  directions  for 
taking  the  medicines.  The  directions  were  printed  in  imitation 
typewriting  and  the  "private  formula"  letters  "A,"  "B,"  "C," 
"D,"  etc.,  have  been  filled  in  by  means  of  a  typewriter.  The 
designation  "No.  45,"  was  printed  instead  of  typewritten  so 
that  it  is  probable  that  whatever  ails  the  patient,  "Dr.  Day's 
Private  Formula  No.  45"  is  always  sent. 

■THE    SLIDinO    SCALE    OF    FBICEB 

The  price  Mrs.  X  was  asked  for  the  "special  treatment," 
was  $2.00  and  as  she  did  not  send  the  money,  Dr.  Day,  con- 
Mstently  following  the  methods  of  mail-order  fakers,  sent  a 
series  of  follow-up  letters.  The  general  object  of  these  letters 
is,  apparently,  gradually  to  lessen  the  amount  asked  tor  the 
"special  treatment."  It  was  evident,  however,  from  some  of 
the  letters  sent  to  Mrs.  X  that  the  mailing  clerks  who  send 
out  these  heart-to-heart  "personal"  talks  from  Dr.  Day,  are 
careless  in  selecting  the  right  form-letter.  In  Mrs.  X's  caae 
the  first  price  aaked,  as  has  been  already  stated,  was  $2.00. 
In  Dr.  Day's  third  letter  she  says: 

"As  I  made  you  a.  reduced  price  ot  {3.00.  I  hope  you  can  remit 

Eridently  the  mailing  force  at  Dr.  Day's  establishment  got 
this  $2.00  patient  confused  with  a  $3,00  patient.  Form  letter 
No.  4  is  one  of  thoae  frank,  confidential  epiatleEi  that  tho 
mail-order  fraternity  get  printed  by  the  hundred -thousand 
and  sign  with  a  rubber  stamp.  The  amount  of  the  bill  is  not 
mentioned  in  this  letter,  it  is  merely  an  earnest  request  to  send 
the  money.    The  next  form  letter.  No.  5,  ( 

"I  am  bnsy  with  m;  patients  this  aiDrnlDg.  I 
take  time  to  write  you  a  note    .     . 


,.;i)(»ic 
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Ttien  follows  tlie  usual  farrago  of  Gentimental  i 
about  being  "  a  woman  and  a  mother,"  and  having  a  "sympa- 
thetic feeling"  for  the  patient  and  Dr.  Day  onc«  more  urge* 
Mrs.  X  to  send  tlie  money. 

"Somethltig  must  be  done  at  onc« — ne  mast  come  to  an  under- 
standing.    Youi'  bcullb  is  belne  neglected     .     .     ." 

Thus  commences  form  letter  No.  6,  and  Bometbiug  it  done: 
Dr.  Bertha  comes  dowD  to  (1.00. 

'■Send  me  a  (1-00  bill  and  tbe  special  aiteen-dar  treatment  la 

This  {1.00,   the  patient  is  told,  "will   pay  in   full   for  the 
$3.00  course  .  .  .  "^which  was  original];  offered  in  the  firot 


Dr.  Bertha  C  Day,  Specialist 


SUCCESSFUL  FROM  THE  StAKT 

Ulnlnt  th»  JaiKt  Bt  Doetar  of  HadlelH  tnafnit  oi  Oia  tm*  Me 
'  tioftesM  la  AiMrinJDr.  DW  MMtod  <■  «a  a^n  piotg«kail  a 


lO^^^fBFCKSOinFn^nnl^t^l  ur  THt  uv  ••■ 

t*  tolar  ot  boirlT  ■ 


rhotographlc  reproduction  (reduced)  of  part  of  a  page  from 
the  booklet.  "Dlaeuaea  of  WomeD."  -'written  and  publlatied  by 
Dr.  Bertha  C.  Day."  Note  the  modesty  ot  Dr.  Day's  seK-dellneB- 
tJon  :  "beautiful  character."  "acta  ot  kindness,"  etc  Note.  also. 
reference  to  "one  of  the  beat  medical  coUeRes  In  America."  In  the 
Carnegie  report  on  medical  educnlicii  the  following  statement  U 
made  regarding  this  college :  "LaTicmtory  FaciHtien.  These  are 
wretched  .  .  .  The  teaching  rooms  are  bare  except  for  the 
chairs  and  tablea :  the  building  Is  poorly  kept."  The  same  col- 
lege Is  also  grouped  by  the  Council  on  Medical  Education  ot  the 
American  Medical  AssDclatlon  In  "Class  C,"  that  Is,  "Medical  col- 
leges which  would  require  a  complete  reoi^anliatlon  to  make  them 
acceptable."  Note,  too,  the  reference  to  the  "several  years  of 
active  life  as  a  general  practitioner."  These  words  were  written 
In  1909 :  Dr.  Day  became  Tegally  entitled  to  practice  medicine  In 
October,  1908  !     Years  ot  experience.  Indeed  l 

Iett«r  for  $2.00.  As  a  slight  reward  for  giving  the  "cut  rate" 
for  her  tablets  of  many  colors  Dr.  Day  asks  that  the  patient 
will  send  in  a  number  of  names  and  addresses  of  "others  who 
need  treatment.'.'   Presumably,  this  is  a  cheaper  way  of  getting 
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a  mailing   list,   than   by   purchasing   the   names   ot   a   letter 

According  to  the  opening  aentence  i-n  form-letter  No.  7; 

"This  is  the  most  impoetaht  letter  I  have  ever  written  to  jon 
NOW    LISTEN  :   11  jou   CRD't   See  your  way    clear  to   accept 
the  Special  Treatment  on  tbe  low  terms  I  guolefl  7011,  simply  send 
tl.BO  aad   start  uslns  the   remedies." 

From  this  aeries  of  tollow-up  letters,  which  is  but  one  of 
several  series  of  a  similar  nature  that  ive  have  on  file,  it 
will  be  seen  that  tlie  price  for  thie  special  treatment  starts 
at  S2,00,  riaea  to  $3.00,  falls  to  $1.00  and  closes  at  $1.50.  To 
those  who  are  familiar  with  the  "ways  that  are  dark  and 
tricks  that  are  vain"  of  mail-order  medical  concerns,  this 
fluctuation  in  the  market  price  of  the  "special  treatment" 
merely  means  that  the  form -letters  have  been  carelessly 
mailed.  To  the  unsuspecting  females  who  think  that  these 
letters  are  confldential  personal  communications  to  them,  and 
to  them  slone,  the  variations  in  price  must  be  disconcerting. 

TWO  OTHEE  DIAGBO8ES 
The   following  brief  note  naa   sent  by   another  individual, 
whom  we  may  call  Mrs.  Y,  to  Dr.  Bertha  C.  Day: 

"Dear  Doctor : — Will  ;ou  please  write  and  tell  me  about  your 
core  lor  female  troubie?" 

This  is  all  that  was  written,  yet  the  information  was  suffi- 
cient for  the  diagnostic  powers  of  Dr.  Day,  who  wrote  back: 

"A  careful  diagnosis  of  your  case  shows  you  have  Female 
Weakneaa." 

Here  again  the  words  we  have  italicized  were  filled  in  by 
means  of  a  typewriter;  the  rest  of  the  letter  waa  printed  in 
imitation  typewriting.  The  regulation  "free  treatment"  waa 
also  sent  to  Mrs.  Y,  togetlier  with  a  "special  treatment."  The 
price  aaked  for  the  "special  treatment"  in  thia  case  waa  $3.00. 
It  aeema,  then,  that  when  Dr.  Day  puts  up  a  "special  treat- 
ment" for  "female  neakness,  vaginitis,  constipation  and  pain- 
ful menstruation"  she  can  do  it  for  $2,00;  when,  however,  she 
makes  a  "special  treatment"  for  "female  weakness"  alone, 
it  costs  $3.00.  The  principle  on  which  this  business  is  run, 
apparently,  is  that  the  leas  you  :have  the  matter  with  you, 
the  more  it  costs  to  cure  you. 

The  series  of  follow-up  letters  sent  to  Mrs.  Y  also  showa 
as  much  lack  of  care  in  picking  out  the  correct  form-letter  as 
did  the  aeriea  sent  to  Tkfrs.  X.  As  Mrs.  Y  did  not  send  the 
$3.00  asked  for,  form  letter  No.  2  came  in  due  time,  stating: 

"Aa  I  made  you  a  reduced  price  ot  $2.0D,  1  hope  you  can  remit 
the  amount  soon." 

Here,  apparently,  is  the  form-letter  that  should  have  been 
sent  to  Mrs.  X,  who  really  was  offered  the  treatment  in  the 
first  letter  for  $2.00. 

L,.. CtJOi^lc 


jL  suoKoais  or  bheuuatisic 
Still  another  letter  was  written  as  follovB: 


one  page  o(  a  two- page 
note,  aaklng  for  partle- 
Pracdcally  all  of  (bis 
letter  WBB  printed ;  the  aatav  aDd  address  and  "dlagnosla"  odIt. 
being  filJpd  In  bv  menna  af  a  typewriter.  The  worda  and  flgnrPB  In 
rnrncrapbs  tbree  and  four,  aronnd  whlcb  bcavy  lines  have  Iwen 
drawn,  were  the  words  that  were  filled  Id  on  the  typewriter.  (Since 
chanfflng  the  nnme  of  this  cODcem  from  the  Dr.  Bertha  C.  Day  Co. 
to  (he  Woman's  IleaKli  Institute.  GrIfBn  bas  bad  bis  present  stool- 
plRpon.  Dr.  Jnllfl  D.  Godfrey,  ehangp  the  style  of  letters  sent  out  (o 
those  who  send  In  a  "diagnosis  blank."  The  patient — or  victim — la 
no  longer  told  what  alia  her  but  Is  totd  that  Dr.  Godfrey  has  "made 
a  earrful   record"  of- the  ■'symptoms  and   diaei  " 
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Bf  letum  mail  came  the  Btock  diagnoaia  letter  with  the 
Bt&tement: 

"A  carrtul  dlBgnoBla  of  ;oDr  case  Bbows  ;oii  have  rheumatism, 
nod  atiocUtted  conilUioitt." 

A  subsequent  mail  brought  the  inevitable  "free  treatment" 
and  the  accompanj'ing  "special  treatpient,"  Here  again  the  tare- 
tessness  of  the  detail  work  done  in  the  Bertha  C  Day  office 
was  apparent.  In  addition  to  the  box  of  variegated  pills  that 
compoaed  the  "special  treatment,"  there  was  sent  a  collapsible 
metal  tube  filled  with  an  ointment  smelling  strongly  of  phenol 
(carbolic  acidj.  This  was  marked  "Dr.  Day'a  Private  Formula 
No.  26."  The  sheet  of  directions  made  no  reference  to  Formula 
No.  26,  but  it  did  contain  a  statement  regarding  a  "Formula 
No.  48."  No  preparation  having  the  latter  number  was  sent. 
The  directions  pasted  on  the  tube  of  ointment  read: 

"TIoBcrew  cap  of  tube,  then  screw  nozzle  In  Ita  place.  Bach 
evening  wash  the  parts  with  soap  and  water.  Insert  nozzle  Into 
the  rectlim,  forclog  a  small  portion  of  tbe  ointment  out  of  the  tube 
by  presBlng  the  lower  end." 

No  nozzle  accompanied  the  package  and  had  it  done  so,  it 
would  be  a  little  difficult  to  see  how  a  person  was  going  to 
be  jMired  of  rheumatism  by  injecting  a  carbolic  acid  ointment 
into  the  rectum.  The  facta  were,  of  course,  that  the  niailing 
force  at  Gri£Bn's  establishment  had  confused  a  "treatment" 
for  "piles"  with  a  "treatment"  for  "rheumatism."  It  is  inter- 
eating  to  speculate  what  may  have  happened  to  the  poor 
sufferer  from  piles  who  received  the  rheumatism  treatment 
with  directions  to  inject  it  into  the  rectum. 


AKOTHEB  MAGHOflia    AND   A   UODIFIED   HKTHOD  OF  TBEA^MEBT 

Aa  has  already  been  shown,  Mr.  GrifSn  sometimes  modifies 
his  method  of  doing  business.  An  advertisement  appears  in 
which  Dr.  Day  offers  to  send  "Priceless  Prescriptions  for  the 
Cure  of  Female  Diaeases  Free  to  Any  Woman."  Part  of  the 
advertisement  is  a  coupon  containing  a  list  of  diseases  and 
symptoms  and  the  patient  is  asked: 

"Make  a  cross  (X|  In  front  of  yonr  tconble.  Two  crosses  (XX) 
In  front  of  the  one  from  which  ;ou  suffer  most," 

One  Of  these  coupons  was  sent  in  to  the  company  with  the 
word  "obesity"  marked.  By  return  mail  came  one  of  Dr. 
Day's  famous  diagnosis  letters,  stating  among  other  things: 


"Obesity  and  associated  conditions"  were  the  four  words 
in  the  whole  letter  that  were  filled  in  by  means  of  a  type- 
writer; the  balance  of  the  letter,  with  the  exception  of  the 
name  and  address  of  the  patient,  was  printed  in  the  usual 
imitation  of  typewriting.  With  this  letter  three  prescriptions 
were  sent.  These  prescriptions,  printed  in  imitation  typewrit- 
ing on  prescription  blanks  headed,  "Private  Office  of  Dr.  Bertlm 
C.  Day,"  were  an  atrocious  mixture  of  incorrect  Latin  and 
poor  English. 
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After  reading  all  tbat  Accompanied  tbe  prescnptions  the 
loven  hoof  became  evi<ietit: 
"Tb«re  are  n  miDT  reixODS  wby  I  am  afraid  ;oil  will  not  b« 
'  'loD>  flll^  properly  and  at  th«  rlgbt 
to  supply  Fou  wlib  tbe  mcdl- 
nj  offlco     ,     .      . 

beglD  treatment  at  once,  Co  lave  you 
.u=  i.uuu.c  w  orderint!  Irom  me  or  ol  trying  lo  hive  tbe  varloui 
prescrlptlonB  filled,  I  have  decided  to  send  yon  tbe  Special  Treat- 
ment you  need  by  Eipreaa,  prepaid.  I  bave  paid  the  eiprem 
cbargeB  ao  thai  all  you  bave  to  pay  tbe  Express  Co.  Is  the  reducei 


prlc^  that  I   ba*i  _. 

clnes  yoo  need  direct  [i 

"In   order  Ibal   yoi- 


nblch  1  am  making  to  you." 


□tee— DPBTly    all 
this   llluHtratloii 

■cause  they  apply 

,    .  _     but   tew  patients 

nbo.  during  Hie  llrst  three  or  four  neokx  of  any  new  treatment,  do 
not  Imagine  tbemaelvea  bencDIed.    Tfaia  la  partlcnlarly  likely  to  b« 


,Cv)i,)'^lc 
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Dr.  Da^  then  says  tlJat  the  patient  ie  under  no  obligation 

to  accept  the  packa^,  but,  as  a  pli^siciaa,  abe  feels  it  her 
duty  to  aeod  the  mediciDea  at  once.  Furthermore,  the  $2.S0 
"also  -entitles  you  to  my  professional  advice." 

The  Tictim,  in  this  case,  did  not  bite  and  received  the  uaual 
seriea  of  follon-up  letters  urging  lier  to  take  the  package  from 
the  expTesa  company  and  to  remit  the  money.  Finally  the 
patient  wrote  that  she  had  not  taken  the  packages  from  the 
express  office  because  she  could  get  the  prescriptionB  filled  at 
the  drug  store  so  much  cheaper.  Back  came  a  letter,  stating 
that  this  course  was  "perfectly  satisfactory"  to  Dr.  Day. 
How  very  unsatisfactory  it  was  to  Mr.  Griffin's  company  is 
evident  from  the  following  paragraph: 

"I  wish  to  warn  you  against  tniBtloz  this  wort  to  a  careless 
and  uaprlDclpled  drugglBt  who  might  substitute  drugs  similar  bat 
Interior  to  tbose  called  tor  In  the  prescription." 


Not  content  with  vilifying  the  druggist  and  accusing  him 
of  substitution  and  lack  of  principle,  those  fakera  are  bound 
to  make  the  patient  dissatisfied  with  the  druggist's  woric 
however  honestly  done.  The  main  prescription  of  the  three  given 
above  calls  for  desiccated  thyroid  and  phytolacea  berry  com- 
pounded in  the  form  of  a  suppository.  Yet  these  humbugs 
have  the  effrontery  to  insist  that  the  patient  be  sure  that  the 
medicine  "be  prepared. tn  tai)let  form," 


So  much  for  the  methods  of  the  Bertha  C.  Day  mail-order 
medical  fake.  The  dishonesty  of  the  claims,  the  fraudulence 
of  the  methods  and  the  general  way  in  which  the  business  is 
conducted,  are  all  typical  of  those  concerns  which  make  a 
business  of  capitalizing  suiferiug  and  defrauding  the  sick. 
Could  that  vast  army  of  women  whose  gullibility  permits  these 
frauds  to  fiouHsh  but  learn  the  hollow  pretense  on  which 
such  businesses  are  founded,  the  mail-order  medical  fake 
would  cease  to  exist. 

There  are  doubtless  hundreds  of  thousands  of  men  and 
women  who  really  believe  that  the  skilfully  printed  letters 
sent  to  tbem  by  mail-order  quacks  are  special,  personal  and 
private  communications.  Tliey  doubtless  believe  too,  that 
.  the  "diagnoses"  which  these  fakers  furnish  have  actual  value. 
They  probably  believe,  also,  that  the  pills  of  many  shapes  and 
colors  that  arc  sent  out  by  these  concerns  have  some  peculiar 
potency  and  value  not  posspssed  by  the  drugs  prescribed  by  the 
family  physician.  They  must  believe  all  these  things  orthe 
mail-order  medical  business  would  not  be  profitable. 

Did  the  victims  of  these  sharks  really  know  that  the  letters 
are  printed  by  the  hundreds  of  thousands  and  are  "filled  in" 
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by  girls  who  have  no  more  medical  knowledge  than  the  average 
e'chool-girl  would  have;  did  they  know  that  the  "diagnoseB" 
are  always  wortbleas  and  eometimes  dangerous;  did  tbej  Know 
that  the  medicines  furnished  are  often  the  cheapest  of 
cheap  drugs  bought  in  enormous  quantities  from  the  least 
reputable  of  drug  houses;  did  they  know,  too,  that  after  they 
had  been  bled  to  the  point  where  they  are  unwilling  to  part 
with  any  more  money,  their  letters  would  be  sold  to  other 
vampires  in  the  same  business — did  they  know  all  these 
things,  the  firms  that  pretend  to  cure  diaeases  about  which 
they  know  nothing,  with  drugs  about  which  they  know  less, 
in  patients  they  have  never  seen,  would  soon  be  forced  into 
some  more  respectable,  if  less  prolltable,  line  of  business. 
(Prom  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  April  1,  1911.) 

[Note  to  second  edition:  Apparently,  the  notoriety  given 
Bertha  C.  Dey  by  Tub  Journal  of  the  American  Medical 
Association  seriously  impaired  that  lady's  usefulness  in  Grif- 
fin's fakery.  It  was  not  long  after  the  exposure  that  Bertha 
left  the  employ  of  Griffin,  the  name  of  the  concern  was  changed 
to  "Woman's  Health  Institute,"  and  a  Dr.  Julia  D.  Godfrey 
was  hired  as  the  new  stool-pigeon  to  carry  on  this  branch  of 
Griffin's  disreputable  busineBs,  The.  booklet  "Diseases  of 
Women,"  which  under  the  Bertha  Day  regime  was  issued  as 
"written  and  published  by  Dr.  Bertha  C  Day"  is  now  issued 
by  the  "Woman's  Health  Inetitute"  as  coming  from  Julia  D. 
Godfrey.  Kot  a  word  of  the  book  has  been  changed  except  the 
title  page  and  the  two  or  three  pages  of  introductory  matter 
dealing  nitii  the  "doctor''  who  is  supposed  to  have  written  it. 

Evidently  the  business  of  selling  worthless  nostrums  to  ailing 
women  is  a  profitable  one  as  Griffin  has  opened  two  other 
concerns  similar  to  tiie  Julia  D.  Godfrey  business  of  Fort 
Wayne — the  Atlanta  Remedy  Company,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  with  Dr. 
Lily  Norrell  as  "medical  director"  and  the  Woman's  Remedy 
Company  of  San  Francisco  which  employ^  Dr.  Grace  Thomp- 
son as  its  "medical  director."  Griffin  also  has  another  Fort 
Wayne  institution,  the  Ovelmo  Company,  which  baa  for  its 
'"consulting  physician"  one  Dr.  S.  Franklin  Sutton,  Ovelmo, 
it  should  be  said,  is  sold  as  a  "cure"  for  all  skin  diseases. 

Bertha  C.  Day  is  now  operating  a  small  mail-order  medical 
fakery  of  her  own  at  Hammond,  Ind.  Her  methods  are  tliose 
usual  to  the  business;  free  trial  treatment  advertised;  "com- 
plete treatment"  sent  with  every  "free  treatment"  ordered  and 
bill  for  the  "complete  treatment"  rendered  with  regularity  and 
insistence.] 
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MRS.    CORA    B.    HaiER 

Kokotno,  Ind.,  bag  long  been  known  to  the  readers  of  not- 
too-particulftT  newapapers  and  magazines  as  the  headquarters 
of  a  philanthropic  lady  who  for  some  years  has  been  "spend- 
ing a  fortune  in  giving  medical  treatment  absolutely  free  to 
suffering  -women" — Mrs.  Cora  B,  Miller.  The  acheme  was  to 
send  a  free  treatment  to  all  women  applying  for  it  and  to 
urge  the  prospective  victim  to  take  the  regular  treatment, 
price,  CI.  Form  letters,  "follow-up"  letters  and  the  other  para- 
phernalia of  the  mail-order  house  were  used  in  the  usual  way  to 
relieve  the  gullible  sick  of  their  money.  How  well  it  succeeded 
wf^a  recently  brought  to  light  when  the  postal  authorities 
looked  into  the  concern  and  found  that  the  gross  receipts  of  the 
business  were  in  excess  of  $100,000  a  year.  In  fact,  the  post- 
master of  Kokomo  testified  that  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1909,  over  $81,000  was  paid  to  the  concern  on  money 
orders  presented  by  it  and  that  a  great  deal  more  had  been 
received  by  registered  mail. 

The  "dope"  furnished  by  "Mrs.  Cora  B.  Miller" — apparently 
the  same  for  all  cases,  whether  a  mild  leucorrhea,  a  displaced 
womb  or  a  uterine  cancer — was  analyzed  in  the  government 
laboratory,  and  according  to  the  analysis,  found  to  consist  of: 

Boric  acid    89,96  per  cent. 

TaoDln    S.T8  per  cent. 

Cacao   butter    S4.0:<  per  cent. 

Carbolic   acid    Tiace. 

(Average  of  tbrec  analjeeB.I 
.  A  box  of  this  nostrum  sold  for  SI;  the  cost  of  it  probably 
was  less  than  sis  cents.  It  is  not  surprising  to  read,  therefore, 
that  "Mr.  Miller  is  without  other  source  of  income  and  has 
grown  rich  in  this  business  .  .  .  his  holdings  in  real 
estate  are  probably  more  valuable  than  those  of  any  other  per. 
ran  in  the  county  in  which  he  lives." 

Throughout  the  advertisements  and  circulars  the  implication 
was  made  that  a  woman — to-wit,  Mrs.  Cora  B.  Miller — ^was  in 
charge  of  the  business,  bad  originated  the  "treatment"  and 
directed  the  medical  treatment  of  the  dupes  who  wrote  to  the 
concern.  All  circular  letters  were  signed  "Mrs.  Cora  B, 
Miller,"  and  every  effort  was  made  to  convey  the  impression 
that  a  woman  was  running  the  business'.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  government  showed  that  the  business  was  conducted  by 
Frank  D.  Miller,  who  started  it  under  the  name  of  the  Kokomo 
Medicine  Company  and  conducted  it  under  this  name  until 
after  his  marriage,  when  it  was  reorganized  and  incorporated 
in  his  wife's  name.  According  to  the  report,  Mrs.  Miller  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  conduct  of  the  business,  had 
never  had  any  training  that  would  fit  her  to  prescribe  for 
women's  ailments  and,  in  fact,  her  name  was  evidently  used 
only  as  an  advertising  asset — much  in  the  same  way  as  the 
old  Lydia  Fink  bam  advertisements  exploited  that  long-since- 
deceased  individual. 
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Miller  himself  is  not  a  physician  and  the  inTMtigBCion 
showed  that  the  medicine  was  conipounded  by  the  cterlii  and 
stenographers  whom  the  concern  employed;  the  &auie  clerks 
also  answered — by  means  of  form  letters — the  inquiries  Bent 


The   original    advertisement,    of    which    this   Is  a    much    reduced 
photograpliic  reproduction.  otcu[iled  ovarJi'  lialt  a  page  of  the  news- 


in  by  the  victims.    Miller  claimed  that  his  concern  employed  a 
"consulting  physician"  in   tlie  person  of  Dr.  Chancellor,  who 
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waa  supposed  to  call  at  the  office  of  tiie  coiicern  about  once  a 
week.  Dr.  Chancellor  was  very  rarely  consulted,  in  fact, 
there  was  no  need  of  it  apparently,  if  all  the  vjctima  received 
the  same  boric  acid  and  tannin  mixture. 

TestimonialB  T  Of  course.  There  was  ncTer  a  medical  fraud 
ao  blatant  nor  an  imposition  ho  brazen  but  could  show  testi- 
monials in  its  favor.  As  the  assistant  attorney-general  said  in 
summing  up  the  case  against  this  concern:  "The  treatment, 
because  of  its  antiseptic  and  astringent  character,  will  undoubt- 
ediy  palliate  certain  symptoms,  and  it  is  plain  that  the  patients 
who  have  given  these  testimonials  have  been  troubled  only  with 

conditions  that  the  medicine  will  help This  is,  in 

fact,  one  of  the  most  pernicious  characteristics  of  this  business; 
the  company  is  aided  greatly  in  its  efforts  to  foist  this  remedy 
on  the  public  by  these  statements  which  are,  no  doubt  truth- 
fully quoted,  but  which  are  the  result  of  self-deception  and 
known  to  be  so  by  the  promoters  of  the  huaincas." 

In  view  of  the  evidence,  the  assistant  attorney-general  de- 
clared the  concern  to  be  "a  scheme  tor  obtaining  money  through 
the  mails  by  means  of  false  and  fraudulent  pretenses,  repre- 
sentations and  jiromises,"  and  recommended  that  a  fraud  order 
be  issued  against  the  Mrs.  Cora  B.  Miller  Company.  The  order 
was  issued, 

[The  preceding  matter,  wfticft  appeared  in  The  Joprpjal  of 
the  American  Medical  Aasooiation,  July  SS,  1910,  gives  in 
brief  the  government's  case  against  this  concern.  What  follmcs 
is  a  more  detailed  accojint  of  ike  case,] 

Mrs.  Cora  B.  Miller 

The  details  of  the  government's  action  in  this  case  as  given 
in  the  Assistant  Attorney -General's  memorandum  to  the  Post- 
master-General, are,  in  part,  as  follows: 

"The  business  of  the  Mrs.  Cora  B.  Miller  Company  is  con- 
ducted exclusively  through  the  mails.  Advertisements  are 
inserted  in  newspapers  soliciting  persons  afflicted  with  certain 
diseases  peculiar  to  women  to  communicate  by  mail  with  the 
Mrs.  Cora  B.  Miller  Company  or  Mrs.  B.  Miller,  at  Kokomo, 
Ind.,  and  promising  that  if  such  persons  will  so  communicate 
with  said  concern  or  party  a  free  treatment  of  the  prepara- 
tion advertised  will  be  furnished  to  them.  When  replies  are 
received  to  the  advertisements  the  correspondents  are  sent  a 
free  sample  of  the  preparation  and  also  various  letters,  book- 
lets and  other  printed  matter  in  which  the  virtues  of  tlie  prep- 
aration are  sent  out,  and  the  addressed  are  asked  to  remit. 
by  mail,  money,  usually  in  amount  $1,  for  a  full  paekage  of 
said  preparation.  The  evidence  shows  that  in  pursuance  of- 
this  scheme  the  persons  conducting  business  under  the  above 
names  are  receiving  large  quantities  of  mail  and  are  obtaining 
payment  of  a  large  number  of  money-orders  through  the  post- 
office  at  Kokomo,  Ind.,  and  are  obtaining  in  money  through 
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the  mailB  hj  this  meaiiH  from  the  public  about  $100,000  a 

"The  preparation  so  offered  for  sale  and  sold  ia  made  up  in 
the  form  of  BuppoBitories  to  be  used  locally,  and  la  denom- 
inated 'Home  Treatment.'  Regarding  the  medicinal  virtues  of 
this  remedy,  the  following  representatioua,  among  others,  are 

CLAIU9    UADB 

"Hrs,  Miller's  home  treatment  Is  eapeclallj  prepared  for  the  speed; 
and  petiD>DeDt  cure  of  leucorrbea.  ulceration,  dlBplacemente  or  fall- 
ing of  the  womb^  profuae.  ecaDt;  or  painful  periods,  aterJne  or 
oT*rlaa  tumors  or  Browtbs,  nnd  plica  from  any  cause,  -no  matter 
of  bow  long  Btandlng.  It  la  the  simple  remedv  wblch  bas  been  used 
by  ovrr  a  mUIIon  women,  and  seldom  falls  to  cure  even  the  worst 
cases  qnlcbl;.  It  you  suffer,  cut  out  tbe  coupon  now  and  recelTe 
h;  return  mall  tbe  60-cent  trial  treatment  of  tbia  wonderful  medi- 
cine which  bBB  helped  bo  many. 

"Remember,  Mrs.  Mlller'd  treatment  la  a  simple,  mild  Bod  efteetual 
home  remedy  which  bas  been  nsed  by  more  than  a  million  women, 
curing  when  doctors  and  other  medicines  failed." 

FROM   TEE   SHADOW    OF  THE   ASTLCH 

Thousands    S^ircasu   Back    Fbou    Cebtaih    Insaniti   by   Mas. 

MiLi.EB's  Mild  Homb  Tbeatmknt 

Mra.    Mlller'a    wonderful    remedy    la    eapeclBlly    prepared    for   the 

meats  or  falling  of  the  womb,  profuse,  scanty  or  palutnl  perloda. 
uterine  or  ovarian  tumora  or  growths ;  also  palna  In  tbe  head,  back 
and  bowels,  bearing-down  feellnge.  nervouaneaB,  creeping  feeling  up 
the  spine,  melancholy,  desire  to  cry,  bat  flashes,  weurlness  and  piles 
from  soy  cause  or  no  matter  of  how  long  standing. 

"Byery  woman  anfferer.  nnable  to  And  relief,  who  will  write 
Mrs.  Miller  now.  without  delay,  will  receive,  by  mall,  free  of  charge, 
a  GO.cent  box  of  her  Simple  home  remedy,  also  her  book  wltb 
explanatory  illustrations,  showlug  why  women  suffer  and  bow  they 
can  easily  cure  themselves  at  home  without  tbe  aid  of  a  physician," 

"Home  Treatment  should  prove  a  prlcelees  boon  to  yon  in  any  of 
the  following  diseases  and  bring  tbe  happy  relief  you  have  longed  for  : 
iDaammstlon,  congestion  and  falling  of  tbe  womb,  ulceration  of  tbe 
womb,  polypus,  tumors,  Icucorrhea.  ovarian  tumor,  fibroid  tumor. 
Inflammation  and  congestion  of  tbe  ovailes  and  uterine  cancers  In 
their  earlier  stages,  etc.  It  radically  corrects  laceration  of  tba 
womb  (due  to  chridbirtb)." 

"Cancer  of  tbe  womb  la  a  serious  matter.  In  Its  later  stages  no 
power  on  earth  can  remedy  It,  HowCTer.  It  treated  In  Its  early 
stages,  Uome  Treatment  should  be  used  with  grestest  beneQt  snd 
full  relief  follow.  If  yon  have  even  tbe  siighteBt  suspicion  tbst 
you  are  sutfertag  Irom  this  dread  dlaesse,  commence  treatment  at 
once.     To-morrow  or  next  week  may  be  too  late." 

"Particular  attention  is  invited  to  those  portions  of  the 
representations  above  quoted  which  convey  tbe  impression 
that  this  preparation  will  cure  cancer  of  the  womb  in  its 
earlier  stages,  fibroid  growtlia  and  polypi,  laceration  of  tbe 
womb,  due  to  child-birth,  ovarian  tumors  and  falling  of  tbe 

WHAr  ANALISIS  SHOWED 

"Samples  of  tbe  preparation  were  submitted  to  tbe  Eiepart- 
ment  of  Agriculture  for  chemical  analysis  and  an  expression 
of  opinion  as  to  the  value  of  tbe  preparation  in  the  treatment 
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of  the  diseases  for  which  it  is  prescribed.     The  report  of  the 

Department  ot  Agriculture  is  quoted  below; 

Dec.  2,  1909. 
The  Honorable,  The  Poatmaater  General. 

Sir:  In  harmony  with  your  request  of  the  15th  of 
October  relative  to  the  analysis  of  certain  medicines 
advertised  and  sold  by  the  Cora  B.  Miller  Company,  of 
Kokomo,  Ind.,  I  am  forwarding  herewith  the  findings  ot 
the  Bureau  of  Chemistry,  together  with  an  expression  of 
opioiou  with  regard  to  the  value  of  this  treatment  in 
certain  diseases  of  women. 

Chemical  examination  of  the  three  packages  of'  medi- 
cine submitted  shows  that  all  of  them  contain  the  same 
medicinal  ingredients;  namely,  boric  acid,  tannic  acid, 
cacoa  butter  and  a  trace  of  carbolic  acid.  The  quantity 
of  each  agent  present  is  practically  the  same  in  all  of 
the  samples.  The  following  claims  appear  in  the  circu- 
lars accompanying  the  sample  packages  submitted: 

ectlnji 

"Cancers,  Fibroid  QrowtbB,  and  Polypi.  .  .  .  My  remedj 
has  removed  tbeae  by  absorptton. 

"Laceration  ot  tbe  womb  (due  to  cbUd  birtb)  radically 
relLeved. 

"Prolapsus  Dteri  or  FsUlBg  Of  the  Womb.  ...  My  treat- 
ment 1b  a  .  .  .  reliable  remedy.  In  giving  tone  and  vigor  to 
tbe  supporting  ligaments,  and  also  reducing  tbe  size  of  the 
womb." 

The  analysis  failed  to  disclose  any  grounds  whatever 
for  these  claims.  The  remedy  contains  nothing  which 
could  under  any  circumstances  effect  the  removal  of 
cancers,  fibroid  growths,  or  polypi,  or  which  is  capable 
of  radically  relieving  laceration  of  the'  womb  due  to  child- 
birth. The  claim  that  the  medicine  is  a  reliable  remedy 
in  tlie  treatment  of  prolapsus  uteri,  giving  tone  and  . 
vigor  to  the  ligaments  supporting  the  womb  and  reducing 
the  size  of  that  organ,  is  also  absolutely  without  founda- 
tion. The  medicine  is  a  simple  mixture  ot  a  mildly 
antiseptic  and  astringent  character  whose  ingredients  have 
long  been  known  to  the  medical  profession,  but  notwith- 
standing this  fact  no  authority  on  medicine  makes  the 
claim  that,  singly  or  together,  th^y  are  capable  of  effecting 
the  results  claimed  for  them  by  the  concern  in  question. 

In  view  of  these  facts  it  would  appear  that  the  business 
of  the  party  in  question  is  not  conducted  in  good  faith, 
hut  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  money  from  credulous 
individuals,  through  false  and  fraudulent  claims,  repre- 
sentations and  proniises  without  any  intention  of  render- 
ing an  adequate  return. 

Complying  with  your  request  I  am  returning  herewith 
Inspector  McCorkle's   report,  and   under   separate  cover  1 
am  sending  you  the  wrappers  enclosing  the  medicine  sub- 
mitted with  your  communication  of  the  15th  of  October. 
Respectfully, 

WniTS  L.  MooEK,  Acting  Secretary. 
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wrlter  tbc  name  of  the  person  to  whom  thoj  were  addressed  The  name 
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eraitd   Cumimrj.  the  ktti.r  hiaa  «lth  that  In  the  illustrallon  on  page  235, 
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A  sample  of  tlie  preparation  was  also  submitted  to  a  uum-  - 
ber  of  pliysicians,  together  with  the  claims  made  for  it.  Their 
testimony  regarding  tlie  value  ot  the  "Home  Treatment"  veri- 
fied that  given  by  government  analysts. 

FRAUDULKNT    CIJLIlia 

"It  appears  from  the  statements  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  of  these  physicians,  that  this  preparation  is 
merely  a  mild  antiseptic  and  astringent,  and  that  its  ingredi- 
ents have  long  been  Icnown  to  the  medical  professioii.  The 
fact  that  its  ingredients  are  not  made  Itnown  to  tho»e  wlin 
purchase  it  shows  clearly  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  persons 
doing  business  under  the  above  names  to  lead  such  purchascrx 
tobelieve  that  it  is  compounded  of  ingredients  other  than  those 
of  which  it  is  actually  composed  and  which  will  cure  the  dis- 
mse  set  forth  in  the  advertising  matter.  Said  persons  must 
well  know  that  the  ingredients  which  make  up  this  prepar.i- 
tion  are  merely  antiseptic  and  astringent  and  have  no  power 
to  cure  cancer  of  tlie  womb,  falling  of  the  womb,  or  the 
growths  of  various  kinds  for  which  they  prescribe  it. 

"In  the  answer  made  by  the  respondents  to  the  citation 
to  show  cause  a  number  of  authorities  are  quoted  to  the 
effect  that  carbolic  acid,  tannic  acid  and  boric  acid  are  of 
value  in  leucorrhea  and  several  other  inflamed  conditions  of 
the  female  generative  organs.  The  authorities  thus  quoted, 
however,  recognize  simply  the  ordinary  antiseptic  and  astrin- 
gent effect  of  ^hese  remedies,  and,  in  fact,  state  in  so  many 
words,  that  this  is  their  effect.  These  authorities  fully  sus- 
tain the  report  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  No  author- 
ity is  quoted  which  would  support  in  tlie  slightest  degree  the 
claims  made  by  this  company  for  the  preparation  which  they 
EGll.  So  far  as  the  cure  of  cancer  of  the  womb,  fibroid  growths 
and  polypi,  laceration  of  the  womb  and  falling  of  the  womb 
are  concerned,  the  company  has  been  unable  to  present  any 
medical  authority  whatsoever  to  support  their  contention. 

"iCBB.  uillbb"  a  uebb  fioubehead 
"Many  representations  are  contained  in  the  advertisements 
and  circulars  used  by  the  persons  conducting  this  business, 
implying  and  intended  to  imply  that  a  woman,  to-wit,  Mrs. 
Cora  B.  Miller,  is  in  charge  of  the  conduct  of  said  business,  and 
that  the  correspondence  of  prospective  patients  and  of  patients 
is  handled  and  cared  for  by  her,  and  not  by  a  man  or  men, 
and  that  she,  the  said  Mrs.  Cora  B.  Miller,  is  the  originator 
of  this  treatment,  and  is  professionally  qualified  and  compe- 
tent to  advise  prospective  patients  and  patients  with  respect 
to  their  conditions,  and  to  direct  the  proper  medical  treatment 
of  their  eases.    Some  of  these  representations  are  quoted  be- 
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"MRS.  COKA  B.  UILLBR  0IVE9  A  POBTONB  TO  HELP 
WOMEN  WHO  BDFFBR— 8HK  WILL  SPEND  »50,0O0  IN  GIVING 
AWAT  UBDICAL  TREATMENT.  ABSOLDTELY  FREE.  TO  SUF- 
FSRINO  WOMEN." 

"UKB.  UlLUOt  tXCIIVIS  MOSB  MIIL  IBIK  ANT  OTSEB  WOUIN  IN 
TBB   8TATX 

"Bow  woDld  yon  like  to  recelTe  aa  much  mall  tbat  It  woold  be 
necessary  to  nie  a  srlDditone  In  order  to  open  tbe  lettera  as  fast  as 
the;  come  in?  Tbla  is  the  war  Mrs.  Con  B.  Uillec,  of  Kokomo. 
opena  her  mall.  She  sets  tons  ol  mall,  and  to  aarc  time  haa  tbe 
letter*  opened  bs  ■  large  grindstone,  vbicb  occnplcs  a  eoDEpiciioua 
place  Id  her  olBcc.     No  other  person  in  Indiana  recelvea  so  much 

"Mrg.  Miller's  aid  aod  adrice  Is  aa  tree  to  yoo  as  God's  annshlDe 
or  the  air  jaa  breathe.  She  Is  always  glad  to  lend  ber  Bsaistance  to 
every  aulFerliig  woman,  and  she  le  a  generona.  good  woman,  who  has 
■ntrtred  herseK  as  you  suffer,  and  she  wanta  to  proTe  to  you  that 
her  common  sense  home  treatment  will  cure  you  }nst  as  anrely  as  It 
cured  her  yeatg  ago  in  her  bamble  cottage  before  ricbes  and  fame 
came  to  her. 

"If  you  are  a  eoSerer  trota  any  female  tronble,  no  matter  what 
It  li,  Bend  tbe  coupon  below  to  Mrs.  Cora  B.  Miller  at  once." 

"I  am  B  woman  with  all  a,  woman's  hopes  and  fears.  I  have 
known  what  It  la  to  be  sick  Id  body  and  mind.  Sick  in  a  way  that 
I  couldn't  bring  myaelt  to  eiplaln  to  a  man.  even  though  he  were 
my  phyaldHo,  and  I  am  thankful  beyond  the  power  of  wards  to 
eipreaa  tbat  I  haife  been  glien  the  power  to  eitend  to  you.  my 
Biatera.  the  priceless  boon  of  relief  from  the  burden  of  pain  and 
suffering. 

"I  only  pray  that  th!a  little  book  may  be  the  meaos  at  saving 
aome  woman  from  years  of  such  agony  aa  only  a  woman  can  know. 

"I  dedicate  this  book  to  you." 

"Wo UAH's  Disuans 

"I  doubt  If  yoa  can  realize  the  fall  meaning  dI  these  two  lltlte 
words.  1,  who  come  in  contact  with  the  pitiful  wrecks  of  woman- 
hood wroi^ht  by  female  complaints,  know,  aa  I  hope  you  will  never 
know,  what  shattered  lives  and  broken  hearts  tbey  Canse." 

"Only  a  aensltive  woman  can  realize  how  bard  It  is  to  bring  one's 
self  to  undergo  the  ordeal  of  Examination  and  treatment  by  a 
pbystclan." 

"This  implication  is  also  to  be  gathered  from  the  fact 
the  circular  letters  which  are  sent  out  to  correspondents  are 
signed  'Mrs,  Cora  B.  Miller.' 

"As  a  matter  of  fact,  this  business  is  conducted  b;  a  cor- 
poration of  which  F,  D,  Miller  is  president  and  actual  man- 
ager; Cora  B.  Miller,  vice-president;  Miss  Nellie  Thornton, 
treasurer,  and  Mr,  Burrell,  a  small  share-holder,  Frank  D. 
Miller  and  Cora  B.  Miller,  husband  and  wife,  own  practically 
all  the  shares,  and,  as  before  indicated,  Mr.  Miller  is  the  sole 
manager.  He  built  up  the  business  under  the  name  of  the 
Kokomo  Medicine  Company,  under  which  name  it  was  con- 
ducted until  after  his  marries,  when  it  was  reorganized  and 
incorporated  in  his  wife's  name. 

OFFICE  GIBLS   BEND  OtIT  THI   "TBEATMBNT" 

"The  business  of  the  company  is  conducted  from  a  large 
building  in  Main  Street,  Kokomo,  Ind.,  where  from  seventy- 
five  to  a  hundred  employees  are  kept  busy  shipping  medicine 
and  sending  out  circulars.  The  employees  are  mainly  young 
women  clerks  and  stenographers.    The  medicine  is  compounded 
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by  them  and  the  communications  received  are  answered  by ' 
them  with  form  letters.     Mrs.  Miller,  as   she  admits  to  the 

inspector,  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  conduct  of  the  businees- 
Mr.  Miller  claims  that  the  company  employs  a  consulting  ptiy- 
aician  named  Dr.  Chancellor,  but  admits  that  Dr.  Chancellor 
is  only  very  rarely  consulted  about  any  case,  and  that  he 
calls  at  the  ofBce  but  once  a  week.  Mrs.  Miller,  when  inter- 
viewed by   the  inspector,  admitted   that   ahe   had  never   had 
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This  Ib  a  pbotogiaphlc  reproductlOD  (same  size  as  original)  of 
one  or  the  amaller  advertlaements  of  the  Millet  concern.  It  appeared 
In  one  of  the  cheaper  weeklies, 

any  truning  in  medicine,  and  that  she  had  no  other  training 
which  would  fit  her  to  prescribe  for  women's  ailments. 

"The  respondents  in  denying  the  charge  in  the  citation  that 
the  supervision  of  the  correspondence  was  in  the  hands  of 
■hen,  alleged  the  fact  to  be   that  the  correspondence  of  pa- 
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-tieiitfl  was  handled  by  women  ■  because  it  waa  handled  by  tho 
clerical  force  and  the  clerical  force  waa  almost  wholly  made 
up  of  girts. 

"The  result  of  correspondence  carried  on  by  the  inspector 
with  forty  persons  who  had  been  treated  by  thia  concern  is 
reported  by  him  as  follows: 

"The  names  of  40  persons  who  had  been  treated  by 
thia  concern  were  secured  and  a  correspondence  opened 
with  the  postmaater  at  their  respective  places  of  addresa, 
with  the  view  of  obtaining  the  nature  of  the  ailment, 
the  length  of  time  under  treatment  and  the  result.  So 
far  there  has  been  31  answers  received,  all  except  one, 
being  indefinite  aa  to  the  nature  of  the  disease,  using 
the  general  expressions,  'female  weakness,'  'female  trou- 
ble,' etc.  Out  of  this  number  2S  were  not  cured,  6 
receiving  no  benefit  and  22  claiming  to  have  been  bene- 
fitted, while  three  allege  they  were  cured,  two  of  tbem 
of  indefinite  ailments,  and  one  of  a  tumor,  but  the 
physician  who  treated  her  states  that  she  had  no  tumor 
but  had  aome  kidney  trouble  and  waa  a  hypochrondriac' 


"It  is  interesting  to  note  that  infjuiriCB  made  by  the  in- 
spector of  a  drug  clerk  concerning  the  value  of  a  box  of  thia 
treatment  which  is  sold  at  $1,  brought  the  reaponae  that  it 
could  be  made  up  for  less  than  G  cents  a  box  in  cost.  It  is 
also  interesting  to  note  that  tlie  gross  receipts  from  thia  busi- 
ness, as  admitted  by  Mr.  Miller,  are  in  excess  of, $100,000  a 
year,  and  that  about  200,000  people  at  the  present  time  are 
taking  treatment  from  tliis  concern.  The  postmaster  of 
Kokomo  states  that  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 
1909,  over  $31,000  was  paid  to  the  company  on  money. orders 
presented  by  it,  and  that,  in  addition  to  tbia  amount,  a  great 
deal  more  haa  been  received  by  registered  and  ordinary  mail 
and  through  the  express  company.  Mr.  Miller  is  without  other 
source  of  income  and  has  grown  rich  in  thia  busineaa.  The 
inspector  atatea  that  his  holdings  in  feal  estate  are  prob- 
ably more  valuable  than  those  of  any  other  person  in  the 
county  in  which  he  Uvea, 

TESTIMOKIALS    VALU  BLESS 

"The  testimoniala  submitted  by  the  company  and  the  state- 
ments of  patients  who  believe  themselves  to  have  been  bene- 
fited by  this  treatment  are  of  little  value  aa  an  evidence  of 
the  medical  effect  of  the  preparation  to  cure  all  the  diseases 
advertised.  The  treatment,  because  of  it9  antiseptic  and 
astringent  character,  will  undoubtedly  palliate  certain  symp- 
toms, and  it  is  plain  that  the  patients  who  have  given  theae 
teatimonials  have  been  troubled  only  with  the  conditions 
that  the  ir  'dicinea  will  help,  but  it  is  impossible  to  believe 
tliat  they  have  been  cured  by  this  medicine  of  the  diseases 
which  the  physiciana  aay  thia  medicine  cannot  cure  whether 
the  patients  in  their  aelf- din  gnosis  thought  they  had  these 
diseases  or  not. 
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After  a  traad  order  was  Issacd  aenlnst  the  Mrs.  Corn  B.  Miller 
Company,  Miller  modlfled  his  advertising  and  clianeed  Ibe  oame  of 
hla  company  to  "Miller  Medicine  Comnany,"  Compare  this  photo- 
ewphlc  facsimile  of  a  letter  sent  out  by  the  Miller  concern  In  July, 
1010.  wltb  a  similar  reproduclion  shown  on  page  SjO  of  a  letter 
sent  out  in  July,  1008.  Nole  Iho  statement  made  In  the  last  para- 
graph of  the  tetter  given  nbovc ;  the  woman  sending  for  Miller's 
DostrumB  Is  told  that  ahe  must  address  her  letter  5iilleb  Mbdi- 
ciNB  CouFANt:,  and  no  other  way,  or  it  will  not  he  received." 
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"This  is,  in  fact,  one  of  the  most  pernicious  characteriBtiea 
of  this  business;  the  company  is  aided  greatly  in  its  effort 
to  foist  this  remedy  on  the  public  by  these  statements  which 
are,  no  doubt,  truthfully  quoted,  but  which  are  the  result  of- 
self-deception  and  known  to  be  so  by  the  promoters  of  the 
business, 

"In  view  of  all  the  evidence  in  the  case,  it  Is  not  believed 
necessary  to  comment  on  this  evidence. 

"I  find  that  this  is  a  scheme  for  obtaining  money  through 
the  mails  by  means  of  false  and  fraudulent  pretenses,  repre- 
sentations and  promiseB,  in  violation  of  sections  3929  and 
4041,  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  as  amended,  and  therefore 
recommend  that  a  fraud  order  be  issued  against  this  concern 
and  party.  ASBiBi&nr  AiroBitET  Geheku-" 

"MITCHELLA  COMPOUND" 

In  the  pages  of  those  publications  whose  advertising  ethics 
permit  them  to  give  publicity  to  fake  cancer  cures,  to  deaf-  ' 
cure  quacks  or  any  other  of  the  unsavory  brood  which  Mr. 
.  Adams  exposed  in  the  "Great  American  Fraud"  series,  the 
advertisement  of  "Dr."  J.  H.  Dye's  "Medical  Institute"  may 
be  found.  Dye  is  one  of  the  tribe  that  makes  capital  out  of 
the  fears  of  the  expectant  mother.  After  drawing  lurid  pic- 
tures of  the  "untold  pains"  to  which  the  young  mother  may 
be  a  martyr,  relief  is  promised  if  the  sufferer  will  but  u^e 
Dye's  "Mitchells  Compound."  The  value  of  "Dr."  Dye's  nos- 
trum is  testified  to  by  a  hypothetical  Mrs.  Dare,  who  relates 
how  after  losing  her  first  child  she  had  a  vision.  A  "white- 
robed  angel"  appeared,  who  delivered  a  flowery  speech,  con- 
eluding  with  the  following  peroration: 

"Go,  sister,  and  seek  freedom  and  peace  in  the  use  of 
Mitchella  Compound  and  in  following  the  teachings  of  that 

The  book  referred  to  by  the  "white-robed  angel"  is  a 
brochure  put  out  by  "Dr."  Dye  and  sold  for  the  nominal 
price  of  $2.  The  title  is  "Painless  Childbirth,"  and  needless 
to  say,  the  author  does  not  neglect  to  extol  the  use  of 
Mitchella  Compound. 

"Dr."  Dye's  Mitchella  Compound  "speedily  cures  all  derange- 
ments and  irregularities  of  the  menstrual  function,  congeatioil, 
inflammation,  ulceration  and  displacement  of  the  womb  .  .  .'' 
and  other  things  too  numerous  to  mention.  This  "hcartease 
for  weary  women,"  we  are  told,  "is  composed  of  the  purest 
and  most  carefully  selected  herbs  which  can  be  obtained." 
Possibly!  But  if  after  a  period  of  drought  one  went  to  the 
woods  and  raked  up  a  double  handful  of  dried  leaves,  pieces 
of  bark  and  any  other  debris  that  happened  to  be  handy,  the 
average  man  would  And  it  difficult  to  distinguish  between  such 
rakings  and  "Dr."  Dye's  Mitchella  Compound  at  $1  a  package.  ■ 

A  sample  of  Ttlitchella  Compound  was  examined  botanically 
for  us  by  Prof.  William  Baker  Day  of  the  University  of  Illi- 
nois.    Professor  Day  reports  as  follows; 
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"I  haye  examined  botanioally  a  sample  of  'Mitchells  Com- 
pound.' The  sample  eonsista  apparently  of  a  mixture  of 
vegetable  material,  chiefly  fragmenta  of  leaves,  rootH  and  bark, 
among  which  1  have  been  able  to  identify  the  following: 

"Miickella  repens — herti — commonly  known  as  Part  ridge - 
berry  or  Squaw-vine. 

"Chamtelirittm  luteum — rhizome  and  roots — {Helontaa 
dioiea),  commonly  known  as  Starwort  or  False  Unicorn  Root. 

"Comus  Florida — bark  of  the  root— commonly  known  aa 
Flowering  Dogwood. 

"Cj/pripedium  puheacens  or  Cypripediitm  parvi/lorvm,  com^ 
monly  known  aa  Ladies'  Slipper." 

None  of  these  drugs  is  new;  all  have  been  used  at  one  time 
or  another  aa  medicinal  agents,  but,  with  the  exception  of 
ladies'   slipper,  have  long  been   practically  discarded   as  use- 


leas  Ladies  slipper  while  olGciall>  recognized  is  so  little 
esteemed  as  a  remedy  that  few  tevt  books  even  mention  it 
Mitchella  Compound  is  in  <:bort  but  one  more  of  the  innumer 
able  cure  alls  on  the  market  in  which  discarded  unrecugni^ed 
or  useless  druga  are  pressed  into  aeriice  and  invested  with 
miraculous  virtues  What  shall  be  'aid  of  men  who  prej  on 
pregnant  women!  Who  create  in  the  mmd  of  the  expectant 
mother  the  fear  of  untold  agonies  and  then  offer  immunity  to 
these  supposititious  tortures  at  the  pric«  of  their  worthless 
nostrums*  Who  with  the  help  of  such  publications  aa  will 
accept  their  hmg  advertisements  do  more  to  encourage  abor 
fion  than  e^en  the  professional  abortionists  themselie^  There 
seems  to  be  but  one  remedy  Speed  the  time  when  in  their 
acceptance  of  advertising  tho'e  publishers  who  tail  to  reeog 
nize  deceney  as  a  moral  obligation  may  be  forced  bv  public 
opinion  to  recognize  its  value  as  a  business  proposition 
{From  The  Journal  AHA     Feb    27    1909  ) 
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THE     "VIAVI"     TREATMENT 

Some  twenty  years  ago,  more  or  less,  two  young  men,  with 
u  vi:ry  small  capital,  but  with  liiglily  developed  commercia.1 
ability,  and  an  "idea,"  began  business  operations  for  the  devel- 
opment of  the  *'idea"  in  San  Francisco.  It  was  soon  evident 
that  the  "idea"  was  no  less  valuable  than  the  methods  of 
development  followed  by  the  clever  promoters.  Time  passed, 
the  business  grew  and  expanded  beyond  the  limits  of  the  city 
or  the  state  or  the  country.  But  the  smooth  surface  of  the 
municipality  was  not  diaturbetl ;  these  two  quiet  gentlemen 
did  not  advertise  themselves  or  their  business  methods  by 
forcing  either  on  public  attention. 

THE  PBOMOTEBS 

They  soon  began  to  acquire  real  estate  in  the  vicinity  of 

Van  Ness  Avenue,  at  first  for  their  business  requirements,  and 
later  for  the  investment  of  their  profits.  Presently  their 
activities  expanded;  they  moved  into  the  down-town  real  estate 
field  and  exliibited  a  shrewness  and  a  judgment  in  the  selection 
and  exploitation  of  development  enterprises  that  very  soon 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  business  men  of  the  community. 
The  Crossley  and  tlie  Rialto  Buildings  were  of  their  holdings, 
ond  were  later  traded  for  the  Fairmont  property;  it  is  said, 
very  advantageously.  One  of  these  brothers — for  the  men  are 
brothers — undertook,  we  are  told,  on  his  own  account  the 
erection  of  the  Monadnock  Building  on  Market  Street,  which, 
it  will  be  recalled,  was  one  of  the  buildings  practically  undam- 
aged by  the  earthquake  and  but  little  by  fire.  The  land  is 
said  to  have  cost  $1,000,000,  and  certainly  the  building  must 
have  increased  tlie  investment  very  considerably.  It  was  one 
of  the  first  buildings  to  be  put  in  habitable  shape  immediately 
after  the  fire,  and  the  financing  of  the  enterprise  is  regarded 
by  some  business  men  as  one  of  the  cleverest  pieces  of  finan- 
ciering knoivn  in  the  city. 

With  the  erection  of  these  excellent  civic  improvements, 
attention  was  attracted  to  the  two  brothers  who  were  thus 
demonstrating  their  faith  in  San  Francisco,  no  less  than  their 
business  acumen,  by  these  very  considerable  investments  from 
the  proceeds  of  the  well -cultivn ted  "idea."  They  soon  became 
prominently  identified  with  Various  commercial  activities. 
One  of  them  was  urged  to  become  a  director  or  trustee  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  and  did  so,  retaining  that 
connection,  by  request  of  the  association,  up  to  the  present 
time.  The  other  brother,  we  have  been  informed,  has  so 
impressed  the  financial  element  of  the  community  with  his 
most  remarkable  abilities  as  a  financier  and  his  excellent  judg- 
ment in  the  selection  of  investments,  that  be  was  offered  a 
large  honorarium  to  Rive  a  few  hours  of  his  time  as  adviser 
to  the  management  of  one  of  the  large  banking  institutions 
of  the  city,  but  could  not  spare  the  time  from  his  own  affairs. 

,.., c„„,.. 
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The  commercial  sagacity  which  saw  the  value  of  the  "ifioii" 
and  its  development  along  original  lines,  and  which  intrepidly 
had  its  beginning  with  an  extremely  small  capital,  lias  been 
justified  a  thousand  fold  and  has  added  to  the  city  many  large 
and  magniflcent  buildings. 

The  real  estate  and  commercial  activities  of  these  brothers 
mtlst  have  been  conducted  with  scrupulous  probity,  for  they 
have  the  confidence  of  the  monej-cd  interests  and  none  is  so 
keen  to  detect  dishonest  practices   as  the  successful  business 

THE  VIAVI  "IDEA" 

Let  ns  see  whence  came  this  stream  of  gold,  pouring  from 
the  original  "idea,"  broadening  and  deepening  until  it  has 
become  a  river  of  gold,  capable  of  conversion  into  palatial 
buildings  and  holdings  valued  at  millions. 

The  "idea"  found  its  material  ewstence  in  what  is  known  to 
the  promoters  as  "the  Viavi  treatment,"  and  in  its  essence  is 


The  einloiters  at  Tiavi  do  but-  little  newspaper  advertlsbiE, 
altbougb  once  In  awhile  aunie  braneb  ngeitcy  inserts  a  Enuall  advi^r- 
llspment  slmiLar  to  the  ones  here  reproduced.  A  notkcabie  fKcep- 
Hon  to  this  rule  occurred  rlsht  after  this  eiiJosure  was  first  prLnted. 
Ttco  San  Franetsoo  newspapers  made  some  reference  to  this  fraud  at 
tbHt  lime-  Immediately  large  advertlseuients  appeared  in  all  tbe.San 
FrKnclsco  newspapers.     No  fgrtbcr  Dcwspapcr  criticism  appeared! 

BO  simple  as  to  pass  recognition.  After  reading  all  the  Viavi 
literature  hereafter  referred  to,  and  after  statements  made  to 
ua  by  Dr.  Law,  in  our  opinion  the  merit  of  the  "treatment" 
consists  in  the  well-known  principle  of  the  vaginal  douche. 
To  be  sure,  the  real  "idea."  the  douche,  is  masked  about  and 
hidden  under  "Viavi  capsules"  and  "Viavi  cerate,"  and  "Viavi 
royal,"  and  almost  innumerable  other  "Viavi"  stuff  with  cura- 
tive powers  apparently  unlimited,  as  appears  from  the  state- 
ments of  the  promoters  Iiereafter  set  forth.  Other  things  were 
cultivated  as  the  t:erritory  enlarged  under  the  brilliant  man- 
agement of  the  promoters,  hut  the  original  source  of  the  golden 
stream  seems  to  be  the  vaginal  douche. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  women  seem  to  have  the  singu- 
lar and  rather  unhealthy  idea  that  the  sexual  organs  should 
be  ignored  as  something  "low."  "vulgar"  or  "indecent."    Most 
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of  them  do  not  keep  these  portions  of  the  anatomy,  which  arc 
peculiar  to  tliemaelvea,  clean.  Few  mothers  teach  their  daugh- 
ters even  the  fundamental  facts  of  reproduction  or  the  pliy- 
siologic  data  concerning  their  peculiar  sex  characteristics; 
fewer  teach  their  daughters  to  keep  the  vagina  clean  by  the 
use  of  douches;  and  fewer  ever  know,  until  they  learn  through 
experience,  generally  bitter,  the  tjemendoiis  importance  of 
cleanliness  and  hygiene  in  the  duties  and  obligations  which 
are  assumed  with  marriage. 

caphalizinq  clkaitliiiesb 
Uost  women  suffer  more  or  less  from  their  reproductive 
organs,  anil  a  very  considerable  amount  of  this  discomfort 
or  suffering  is  due  to  lack  of  common  sense  cleanliness.    And  . 
that,  as  we  understand  it,  is  exactly  what  the  agents  of  the 
Viavi  are  eternally  preaching;  it  is  almost  every  other  word 


in  the  documents  which  the  concern  puts  out;  keep  the  vagina 

clean,  by  the  use  of  the  douche,  and  use  a  little  common  sense. 
The  immediate  increase  of  personal  comfort,  and  many  timea 
the  quick  relief  from  some  annoying  minor  ailment,  which 
follow  on  the  exercise  of  cleanliness  and  common  sense,  might 
BO  hypnotize  the  average  womaji  who  accepts  the  Viavi  preach- 
ments and  takes  the  Viavi  "treatment,"  that  she  would  be 
ready  to  believe  almost  anything  the  promoters  care  to  tell  her. 
But,  of  course,  no  large  paying  business  could  be  built  up  by 
simply  selling  a.  little  good  advice  and  a  trifle  of  common 
sense.  There  must  be  something  definite  to  take,  some  wonder- 
ful, secret  and  very  costly  remedy  that  will  work  the  result, 
to  secure  which  the  douche  is  but  the  merest  preliminary. 
Hence  the  "capsules"  and  the  "cerate"  and  the  "liquid"  and 
the  "royal,"  and  the- rest  of  the  wonderful  remedies  which, 
collectively,  leave  little  uncured  or  uncurable  by  Viavi. 


FEMALE     WEAKNEH8     CURES 


241 


Now  let  us  see  how  these  gentlemen,  Messrs.  H.  and  U.  E. 
Law,  originators  of  the  "idea"  and  of  the  "Viavi  treatment," 
as  we  hare  seen,  well-known  citizens  of  San  Francisco  and 
prominently  idcntihed  with  members  of  its  upright  and  hon- 
orable commercial  bodies,  work  the  "idea"  and  conduct  its 
busia^a  side  so  that  it  earns  for  them  the  millions  which  pour 
into  their  coffers.  The  promoters  are  the  brains  and  the  life 
of  the  enterprise  and  can  not  be  dissociated  from  it. 


5   QUESTIONS 


;   morpkin 


■   opium. 


Do  the  Viavi  "remedies"  co 
tome  habit-forming  drug? 

The  very  question  which  we 
asked  was  bitterly  resented  by 
these  gentlemen.-  They  claimed 
it  was  a  reproach  to  their 
self-respect  even  to  intimate 
that  they,  who  seek  to  alleviate 
the  pains  of  suffering  human- 
ity in  general,  could  trade  on 
human  life  and  character  by 
selling  to  innocent  people  habit- 
forming  "dope-"  They  sent  us 
copies  of  all  sorts  of  certificates 
from  analysts  showing  the  ab- 
sence of  any  harmful  drug.  And, 
furthermore,  upon  reflection, 
we  came  to  the  opinion  that 
from  the  purely  business  stand- 
point, it  is  unnecessary  to  put 
an  expensive  article  like  mor- 
phin,  and  one  liable  to  bring 
about  trouble  in  the  future,  into 
their  "remedies"  when  they  do 
not  need  to.  We  need  no  further 
enlightenment  and  accept  the 
statement  that  the  preparations 
are  free  from  morphin,  etc. 

"Were    the    Viavi 
used  for  the  prevention  of 
ception    or    (Ae    procuring 
abortionT" 

This  query  was  even  more 
horrible  to  the  promoters  than 
was  the  former  question.  The 
very  thought  that  such  objects 

or  purposes  could  be  attributed  to  them  was  moat  painfully 
distressing  to  the  Messrs.  Law,  and  they  felt  keenly  injured  in 
their  self-respect.  They  assured  us  in  every  wa^,  by  the 
spoken  and  the  written  word,  that,  so  far  from  their  having 
ever  advocated  the  repulsive  measures  suggested,  their  greatest 


»/ 
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joy  in  life  is  to  feel  that,  through  the  beneTolent  action  of 
tlieir  remedieB,  they  have  aided  thouaaoda  to  become  fruitful 
and  have  made  the  barren  women  conceive  and  bring  forth. 

I!ut  we  have  heard  that  their  agents  did  sometimes  recom- 
mend that  Viavi  was  a  means  of  preventing  or  aborting  con- 
ception. Could  it  be  so?  Well,  while  they  preached  against 
it  in  every  possible  manner,  irreaponsible  agents  woulJ  occa- 
sionally overstep  their  instructions  and  suggest  the  frightful 
misuse  of  the  Viavi.  But  the  company  repudiated  all  such 
and,  in  a  letter,  offer  to  aid  in  the  prosecution  of  any  repre- 
sentative suggesting  Viavi  for  this  vile  purpose,  or  offering  to 
sell  anything  with  Viavi  for  the  same  criminal  object.  Pos- 
sibly the  agents  or  representatives  who  so  far  transgress 
their  instructions  as  to  suggest  the  criminal  use  of  what  the 
makers  hold  to  be  one  of  the  most  valuable  blessings  ever 
bestowed  on  a  sufTering  people,  have  read  and  appreciated  the 
import  of  the  following  statement  (page  ITS  of  a  hook  entitled 
"Viavi  Hygiene,"  edition  of  1908),  and  another,  quoted  later: 

"  •  •  •  but  no  Bftempt  uhonld  be  made  to  force  oc  Introduce 
the  capsule  Into  the  moutb  of  the  womb,  as  placing  Bnr  anbatauce 
wllhln  tlip  cavits  •>!  the  uterua  la  dlrectlf  against  the  lawg  of 
□Bture,  a  tact  shown  by  the  contractloaa  and  tabor-llke  eipulalve 
palos  [bat  aie  icdnced  bj  the  lutroduetloa  of  aa;  foreign  substance 
wltbln  the  uterine  cavltr." 

WHAT  IS  ITt 

We  may  safely  asaume  that  the  Viavi  "treatment"  ia  free 
from  opium,  morphin;  etc.,  and  that  the  promoters  do  not 
encourage  the  practice  of  preventing  or  aborting  conception. 
Such  being  the  case,  the  question  very  naturally  presents 
itself:  "What  is  the  Viavi  treatment;  what  does  it  do  and 
what  do  tlic  promoters  say  of  it;  bow  do  they  present  their 
claims  and  what  do  they  claim!" 

The  original  "treatment"  was  directed  wholly  to  the  afflic- 
tions of  women,  if  we  are  not  mistaken,  and  consisted  of  good 
advice,  cleanliness,  the  douche  -and  a  capsule  which  was  to  be 
placed  in  the  vagina,  preferably  high  up  and  touching  the 
cervix.  Later,  a  cerate  was  made,  the  argument  being  that  the 
vagina  could  not  absorb  enough  of  tlie  wonderfully  curative 
remedies  contained  in  the  capsule,  so  they  were  incorporated 
in  the  cerate,  which  was  to  be  rubbed  energetically  into  the 
back  and  belly.  Still  later,  a  liquid,  also  poaseaaing  the  mar- 
velous properties  of  the  capsule  and  the  cerate,  waa  put  out. 
At  the  present  time  there  seem  to  be,  in  addition  to  the  three 
forma  mentioned,  Viavi  "Eoyal,"  Viavi  "suppoaitories,"  Viavi 
"tablettes,"  Viavi  "eye  treatment,"  Viavi  "ear  treatment," 
Viavi  "tonic"  and  Viavi  "laxative." 

As  to  what  it  is,  we  confess  ouraeTves  a  trifle  at  fault. 
The  nianufaeturers  speak  of  their  various  preparations  as 
though  "the  great  Viavi"  were  an  entity,  a  apecial  and  par- 
ticuliT  Rubatnncp  created  for  the  purpose  of  being  incor- 
porated into  all  of  their  various  mixturea,  of  which  it  becomes 
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the  essential  and  universally  curative  tase.  On  the  other 
hand,  a  firm  of  analytical  chemists  reported  recently,  as 
follows : 


Here  is  a  difference  of  opinion.  As  all  of  the  preparations 
are  said  to  contain  "the  great  Viavi,"  and  as  this  one  is 
reported  to  contain  nothing  but  hydraatis  and  cocoa  butter, 
we,  might '  possibly  be  excused  for  holdins  the  belief  that 
hydrastis  enters  into  all  of  these  wonderful  compounds,  and 
is  the  multifarious  curative  agent;   or  else,  that  the  identity 

'  of  "the  great  Viavi"   changes   as  it  enters  into  the  different 
preparations. 

'  Do  the  promoters  of  Viavi  place  before  their  patrons  truth 
or  fiction!  Do  the  Messrs,  Law,  in  conducting  the  Viavi  busi- 
ness, adhere  to  those  principles  of  honesty  and  fair  dealing 
which,  as  citizens  prominently  indentified  with  other  and  very 
large  commercial  activities,  presumably  they  must  exercise? 
In  the  business  which  has  brought  to  ttiem  suoh  enormous 
returns,  have  they  exercised  the  common  or  "garden"  variety 
of  honesty,  or  have  they  resorted  to  Ualf-truthe  and  to  but  , 
thinly  veiled  appeals  to  other  influences! 


Let  UB  see  what  may  be  gleaned  from  the  publications  which 
they  sent  us.  These  consist  of  ten  leaflets  or  pamphlets,  one 
entitled  "Health  Book  for  Mothers  and  Daughters,"  and  a 
volume  of  CIO  pages  entitled  "Viavi  Hygiene,"  The  work  of 
wading  through  this  mass  of  material  has  been  by  no  Aeans 
slight,  and  we  have  called  on  a  prominent  gynecologist  and  a 
distinguished  surgeon  to  aid  in  our  labors  by  going  through 
the  material  and  making  such  comments  as  occur  to  them.  All 
italics,  etc.,  in  quotations  are  ours. 

From  the  "Health  Book"  we  learn  that  Viavi  "is  purely  a 
vegetable  compound — more  a  food  than  medicine — and  is  pre- 
pared in.  a  predigested  manner,  so  that  it  can  be  easily 
absorbed  by  the  tissues  of  the  body  with  which  it  comes  in 
contact.  The  capsule  is  applied  directly  to  the  uterus  through 
the  vagina  and  is  ahsorbe<l,  giving  health,  strength  and  vitality 
to  these  parts.  The  cerate  is  applied  to  the  skin,  over  the 
diseased  organs,  and  here,  through  the  absorbent  power  of 
the  skin,  the  patient  is  able  to  introduce  Viavi  into  the  sys- 
tem directly  and  in  such  quantities  as  may  be  desired.  The 
membranes  lining  the  cavities  of  the  body,  especially  those  of 
the  mouth  and  nose,  the  throat,  the  bronchial  tubes,  the 
stonmcb,  the  bowels,  the  uterus,  thff  vagina,  and  the  bladder, 
originate  from  one  parent  cell  early'  in  foetal  life  and  often 
when  a  person  is  predisposed  to  a  weakness  in  this  cell  it  is 
.noticed  in  the  lining  membranes  of  these  organs." 
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Ilia«  is  *  truly  bteutifal,  truthful  and  acieatific  statement ! 
But  why  not  include  all  the  other  tissues  and  Btmctures  of 
the  body,  which,  equally  with  those  named,  spring  from  tha.t 
one  pareat  cell ! 

Am  we  wend  our  strenuous  way  through  the  "Health  Book," 
and  through  "Viari  Hygiene,"  we  are  ever  confronted  with 
references  to  the  joys  and  pleasures  of  tbe  "marital  obliga- 
tion," the  terriSc  result  on  the  affection  of  tbe  husband  which 
follows  en  the  wife's  loss  of  personal  beauty,  and  we  are  con- 
tinually informed  that,  ai  "nine  women  out  of  ten  are  lacking 


rUolottTsphlc  reproduction  (KreatEy  rpducod)  o(  ■  "special  artlc^Ie" 
that  apearpd  In  LeiUe'a  Weeklv.  Thin  did  Dot  aupesr  as  an  adver- 
tlsemcnt.  but  In  llit'  twdy  at  Ihp  maeazlDe  as  regular  readlos  matter. 
Nor  is  this  tbp  oiil;  quack  concern  about  wblch  Letli«  baa  puUlabed 

in  health  and  strength,  it  not  poBitively  ill,"  the  former 
pleaaiirea  will  surely  be  lost  and  the  affection  wane,  unless  tbe 
unfortunate  woman  uaes  Viavi,  when,  of  course,  the  desired 
result  which  follows  on  health,  ia  speedily  secured. 

Under  the  caption  of  "-Leuccirrhea,"  we  learn; 

"n^la  Is  a  oomplalQl  from  wblcb  almost  everj  woman  sntfer*  at 
■ODip  iHTlod  Id  her  lire." 

"/I  U  lite  very  life  force  ebMng  aiciiy." 
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Strangelj  like  the  phraseology  of  the  "Men's-dieeases  only" 
quack  in  his  "liter&ture"  relating  to  spermBtorrhea ! 

"She  can  not  bear  bealtbr  children.  The;  will  b«  liable  to  total 
weaknesa  ol  tbe  srstem."  [wbateTer  that  awful  conditloD  msj  be.] 

"Ther  may  have  scrofula  or  even  consumption." 

The  horrors  are  piled  up,  and  we  learn  that; 

"Tbere  are  deep  rings  under  her  eyes ;  her  complexion  Is  yellow,  . 
Bbe  growa  Irrluble  and  IneipIIcabl;  mvlaucboly.  If  alic  Is  a  wile 
tboae  duties  that  were  once  her  pleaeurc  become  obnoilous.  No 
matter  bow  much  she  may  love  ber  busband,  ber  tnarllal  obligation 
beeomet  distrttsing," 

Of  course,  Viavi  dispels  this  all-embracing  gloom,  restores 
her  "pleasure,"  removes  the  awful  sentence  from  her  uuborn 
olTspring  and  renders  the  "marital  obhgation"  once  more 
delightful. 

HBTHODS 

Local  offices  are  provided  In  all  the  principal  cities  and  are 

presided  over  by  "trained  specialists  in  diseases  of  women" 
who  have  a  "larger  experience  with  these  diseases  than  any 
other  specialists  could  possibly  have." 

Examination  of  patients  is  entirely  unnecessary,  by  the 
Viavi  "treatment;"  the  patient  makes  her  own  diagnosis,  or 
"it  a  blank  Health  Statement  is  procured,  filled  out  and 
,    returned,  competent  advice  will  be  given  on  it." 

In  one  pamphlet  we  read: 


ol  the  cure." 

In  another  we  ai 

■e  toldt 

"It  is  one  thing  to 

make  a  care  complete ;  it  is  quite  anotber  1 
Of  course  we  can  not  Insure  anyone  against 

The  proprietors  of  the  Viavi  "treatment"  not  only  i 
that  their  agents  are  competent  to  suggest  the  proper  treat- 
ment without  examination  of  the  patient,  and  that  tbe  omnip- 
otent wisdom  of  the  officials  in  the  home  office  (or  some 
other)  can  give  "competent  advice"  by  mail,  but  they  refer 
in  terms  of  greatest  horror  to  physician,  gynecologist  and 
surgeon,  intimating  that  more  harm  than  good  always  results 
from  obtaining  professional  advice  from  licensed  physicians. 
The  gynecologist  is  referred  to  as  the  "body  carpenter"  and  bia 
rtork  as  "sacrilegious  carpentry."  We  are  told  by  the  Messrs. 
Law  in  their  publications,  that  operations  "for  the  removal  of 
a  diseased  breast  rarely  or  never  prove  entirely  succeasful," 
and  that  "extirpation  or  removal  of  diseased  tissue  by  surgery 
is  worse  than  useless." 

One  must  pause  to  wonder  what  can  be  the  sensations  of  the 
Fellows  of  the  Chemical  Society  (England)  when  they  think 
OD  such  utterances  from  their  distinguished  life  member, 
H.  E.  Law,  as  we  have  quoted  above.  It  must  be  gratifying 
to  the  fellow-directors  of  Dr.  Hartland  Law,  in  the  Young 
Hen's  Christian  Association,  to  learn  tbe  remarkable  degree  of 
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truth    and    eeientiflc    intelligence   which    he    dlspIayH    in    hia 
appeals  to  suffering  women,  no  lesa  than  the  reapect  which  he 
shows  toward  one  of  the  great  liberal  professions. 
Let  us  quote  a  few  extracts  from  the  book,  "Viavi  Hygiene"; 

"Let  a  father  reflect  wbat  It  meana  te  a  girl  to  be  snbialtted  to 

an  eiamlnalion,  even  br  a  moet  considerate  physician,  II  she  falls 
111 — and  tbese  eiamlnatlooB  are  almost  Invariably  made,  aad  are 
rendered  wholly  unneceasory  by  the  VlaTl  aystem  of  treatment." 

"Tbe  mutual  conQdence  that  grows  up  between  a  BUderer  aud  a 
Viavl  representative  Is  beaulKul.  Out  of  It  arise  conditions  o(  tlie 
greatest  value  to  the  aulTerer  Id  her  proKreaa  toward  a  cure.  The 
■uDerer  opens  her  heart.  Is  enabled  by  tbe  knowledge  that  she 
acqairea  to  eiplaln  her  condition  Intelligently." 

Of  course,  the  untrained  mind  of  a  girl  is  much  more  able 
to  explain  her  condition  than  could  a.  "moat'  considerate 
physician." 


tlon  of  a  man  la  ao  rare  an  occurrenee  as  to  be  eitraordlna 

"Bellerlag,   as   tbey  do.   that  a   woman's   sex  Is   of   ami 
Importanre  (o  her  economy.  I 
■who  will  employ  surgery  to 
meDstroatioD  and  tbe  risk  of  luacuiiummu, 

"Wherever  we  look,  osing  our  eyes  and  brains,  we  see  that  seiual 
capacity  and  seiual  appetite  go  together,  and  tbat  they  are  abso- 
lutely Inseparable ;  that  there  can  be  no  sexual  desire  naless  there 
la  seiual  capacity." 

"A  woman  with  a  low  estimate  of  the  value  of  her  sei     .      ,      .    , 
will  uot  undevBland  what  her  physical  perfection  means  to  ber  hus- 
band, Dor  how  closely  marital  happiness  depends  upon  It" 

"A  ye  17  large  proportion  of  women's  diseases  were  really  Incur- 
able nntll  tbe  Vlavl  ayatem  of  treatment  was  introduced," 

"Aa  tor  tbe  tnSuence  of  physicians  .  with  regard  Co  tbe  Vlavl 
system  of  treatment,  while  many  of  the  broader  aort  heartily  indorse 
the  treatment,  some  may  be  found  arrayed  against  It.  and  ready  to 
condemn  It  if  their  opinion  of  Ita  merits  be  souRht."  [It  would  be 
Inteiestlng  to  know  the  names  of  "maDy  of  the  bconder  aocf  of 
phyalclaBB  who  Indorse  the  Vlavl  "treatment."] 

"The  number  of  women  whose  breasts  have  been  needlessly 
removed  la  appslling  ...  a  woman  deprived  of  one  or  iMth  of 
her  breasts  is  hopeleaaly  and  lamentably  diaflgured." 

THE  MABBIAGE  BELATIOK 

There  is  a  long  chapter  on  "Conjugal  Relations,"  which  is 
certainly  sufficiently  explicit  for  tlie  average  girl  whose 
father  ia  warned  against  the  evil,  nay,  terrible,  results  which 
are  entailed  by  calling  in  a  physician  when  she  is  ill.  Much 
might  be  quoted,  but  one  fragiqent  will  suffice: 

"Tbe  evil  effects  of  unsanndneail  of  tbe  aexnal  nature  are  ao 
various  and  far  reaching  that  even  Vlavl  advocates  tclto  have  marfn 
ao  close  a  study  of  them,  doubtless  fall  far  short  ol  estimating  them 
at  their  full  value  aod  to  tbeir  whole  eitent.  Thus,  we  may  And 
conjugal  Infelicity  between  two  persons  seemingly  perfectly  healthy. 
the  woman  pntliculai'ly  being  apparently  perfectly  sound  In  her  sei- 
ual nature,  [ale.l  Yet  she  very  likely  inherited  from  her  mother. 
through  the  tatter's  efforts  to  avoid  maternity,  a  dislike  for  children 


'  This  is  moat  respectfully   referred  to   Havelock   Ellia,  and 
doubtless  it  will  be  found  very  edifying  by  him. 
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"A  wUe  ma;  have  bo  strong  ao  affectlan  lot  bot  busband  that. 
ev«D  tboiiEh  abe  1b  lacklog  In  desire,  sbc  takes  a  cciIrId  plt^aaure  la 
glvine  mm  pleKBure;  but  It  1b  clear  tbat  tbia  Is  n  dlCfeicnt  thing 

pleasure  aHe  la  not  only  loalog  wbat  Nature  Inttnded  sbe  should 
bave,  but  la  violating  »  natural  law  of  bcr  being,  and  muat  aulTer 
tbe  peoaltjr  Id  one  way  or  anolber." 

Of  course,  we  find,  later  on  in  the  same  paragraph,  that  "the 
effect  of  the  Viavl  system  of  treatment  in  sucli  cases  is 
remarkable  ia  every  way  .  .  .  rejuvenates  the  whole 
nature  [sic]  of  a  woman — makes  her  perfect  in  all  the 
attributeB  of  ■wifehood." 

'■Everything  coonected  wltb  It  (VIbtI)  tends  to  bring  women  Into 
»  closer  telatlonablp  with  Natuie  and  Natuce's  God." 

■"Caret ling,  tbe  ordinarily 
preacrlbed  treatment  lor 
Flooding  (metrorrbagia). 
bas  been  rendered  obsolete 
by  the  Vlavl  system  of 
treatment." 

"If  tbe  dlaease  [a  In  tbe 
form  of  tumors  or  polypi 
in  the  womb,  she  will  be 
advised,  sooner  or  later, 
nnless  sbe  adopts  tbe  Vlavi 

Eubmtt  to  an  operation  In 
wblch  her  abdomen  will  be 
put  open  on  tbo  median 
line,  and  tbe  ei/mmctr]/  of 
her  fliiure  deslroyed;  pec- 
bapa  sbe  will  be  advised  to 
'  snbmit    to    tbe    removal    ot  All  quacks  are  alive  to  tbe  value  of 

tbe  womb.  Tbe  Viavl  ays-  laiatives.  A  purni;  Is  a  KO.id  Ihlni; 
tem  of  treatment  renders  (or  most  Ills — real  ur  Imaginary,  Tlio 
all  these  meaaures  whollT  above  Is  a  pbotograpblc  reprodiictiun 
unnecesaarv"  (redueedl  of  n  label  from  a  small  bot- 

"A  woman  afflicted  wltb      "«  «'  "^"l'"'  I-niatlve," 
any  form  of  painful   men- 

Blruatlon  Is  In  positive  and  Imminent  danger  of  a  suralcnl  opera- 
tion, whether  minor  or  capital,  unlesa  ebe  adopts  the  Viovl  system 

"Curetting  is  resorted  to  because  those  who  employ  It  have  no 
better  means  ol  treating  tbe  conditions  that  they  wish  to  uvercome. 
.  .  .  Tbe  Vlavi  system  oC  treatment  has  rendered  curetting 
unnecesaary  wherever  employed." 

■'Lencorrhea  in  time  entirely  destioya  tbe  chief  (unttlon  of  the 
vagina,  its'  walls  became  looue  and  flabby.  Thus  sexual  commerce 
tecomet  vmaHafiKtoru  and  Incomplete." 

"  .  .  ,  (be  remarkable  effectiveness  of  the  Viavl  system  ot 
treatment  .  ,  .  places  it  in  tbe  power  o£  liealtby  wives  to 
i.iHiT  THE  suuBSii  Of  tbelr  offspring  for  proper  reasons,  nnd  women 
who  are  not  fit  for  maternity  to  avoib  it  by  natural  means." 

What  was  it  we  asked  alfout  Viavi  being  recommended  for 
(lie  prevention  of  conception? 


When  the  careful  student  ot  the  book  "Viavi  Ilvgiene" 
reaches  the  section  devoted  to  tumors,  he  lirst  learns  the 
depth  of   ignorance   in   which   all   the  scientific   world,  except 


,  Google 


the  brothers  Law,  is  aunk.  No  longer  neefl  the  British  Medi- 
cal Association  expend  money  or  its  savanta  waste  time  in 
trying  to  find  the 
cause  of  cancer. 
Let  Harvard  Univer- 
sity terminate  the  ex- 
istence of  its  Cancer 
Commission.  These  are 
all  but  foolish  eliil- 
dren  groping  in  tlie 
dark  in  the  effort  to 
find  the  cauae  of  one 
of  tile  eaddest  afflic- 
tions; the  Law  broth- 
ers have  known  it  for 
years.  The  aucccaa 
with  which  they  have 
kept  their  wonderful 
knowledge  from  the 
scientific  world  is  no 
less  than  the  modesty 
which  they  display  in 
setting  forth  the  facts 
in  this  greatest  of  all 
books.  Listen;  '-If 
you  have  tears,  pre- 
pare    to     shed    thera 

"The  canse   of   these 
by  InsplcioK  (ecror  drive 

of  the   operating 
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The  Young  Men's  Chrisfiati  Association  must  take  great 
pride  to  itself  when  it  realizes  tliat  one  of  the  gentlemen  who 
Toice  this  statement  is  on  its  Iraard  of  control,  for  ia  not  his 
modest  plea  calculated  (o  draw  shekels  from  tlie  packets  of 
poor,  Buffering  women  in  an  anxious  pursuit  of  healtbt 


Nor  ia  it  only  suffering  women  who  may  find  relief  at  the 
hands  of  these  gentlemen,  these  prominent  Citizens  of  our 
■  community  who  have  grown  from  poverty  to  affluence — by 
exploiting  the  Viavi  treatment.  They  do  not  liesitate  to  hold 
out  encouragement  to  man  when  he  contemplates  the  loss  of 
his  proudest  poaseasion,  hia  testicles.  For  a  monetary  con- 
sideration, not  stated,  the  Messrs.  Law  will  give  the  wonderful 
Vittvi  treatment  to  men  afflicted  with  atrophy  of  the  testicle, 
and  hold  out  the  encouraging  intimation  of  a  probable  cure. 

"We  recall  pni'lioulaclr  the  case  of  a  man  suffering  with  wasting 
of  the  teetlcles,  who  secured  perfect  recovety  trom  the  Vlari  cerate 

Note  the  keenness  of  the  wording;  the  man  "secured  per- 
fect recovery  from  the  cerate,"  not  from  the  wasting  of  the 
testicles  I 

Indeed,  the  keenness  of  the  verbiage  ia  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  things  about  the  Viavi  "literature,"  and  is  but 
another  of  the  indications  of  the  commercial  acumen  of  the 
promoters,  the  Law  brothers;  for  some  years  they  employed, 
at  no  small  expense,  one  of  the  cleverest  writers  on  the 
Pacific  Coast.  Such  work  as  theirs  was  not  to  be  left  to  the 
ordinary  "patent  medicine"  circular  writer;  their  "literature," 
like  their  "treatment,"  must  be  unique,   distinctive. 

We  are  told,  with  the  greatest  air  ot  frankness,  that  appen- 
dicitis, paralysis,  paresis,  locomotor  ataxia,  asthma,  palsy 
"and  many  more,  proceed  trom  a  depletion  of  nervous  force — 
from  nervous  debility."  While  we  are  nowhere  told  that  all 
of  these  conditions  can  be  cured  by  Viavi,  we  are  told  that 
nervous  debility  may  be  prevented  or  cured  by  it,  and  the 
natural  implication,  so  subtly  conveyed  by  the  clever  writer, 
might  well  produce  the  result  that  the  poor  incurable  is 
parted  from  his  coin;  or  the  person  with  appendicitis  is 
deluded  into  giving  up,  perchance,  hia  life. 

The  London  Lancet  for  March  10,  1000,  and  Jan.  17,  1S03, 
pays  its  respects  to  the  Viavi  Co.  In  tlie  first-mentioned  issue 
it  commented  on  certain  facts  which  caine  out  at  an  inquest 
held  Feb.  25,  1900,  by  the  corontr  of  East  Sussex,  on  the 
body  of  a  woman  who  had  died  while  under  treatment  by  the 
ViavI  system.  The  jury  handed  in  the  following  verdicti 
"We  wish  to  return  a  verdict  of  death  from  natural 
causes;   we  also   think  that  the  life  of  the  deceased 
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might  have  been  prolonged  had  she  been  placed  under 

properly   qualified   medical   treatment,   and   from   the 

evidence   brought   before   us,   we   consider   the   Viavi 

Company   a   fraud." 

.  In  another  case  heard  before  Judge  Parry,  in  the  Mtutcheeter 

County  Court,  on  May  17,  1901,  tbe  aame  fraudulent  parties 

had  to  pay    £50,  with  costs,  for  breach  of  contract,  i,  e.,  for 

failing  to  cure. 

It  seems  to  us  aa  medical  men  that  nothing  need  be  added 
to  the  force  and  effect  of  the  foregoing  excerpts  from  the  litera- 
ture issued  necessarily  with  the  approval  of  the  Messrs.  Law. 
But  we  trust  that  our  present  review  ot  tlie  "Viavi  system  of 
treatment,"  and  its  promoters,  will  reach  the  eyes  of  many 
who  are  not  physicians,  and  hence  we  must  comment  aome- 
u'liat  on  the  general  question  discussed. 

CONCtuaiONS 

If  tbe  Laws  are  correct  in  their  views  on  physiology  and 
patliology,  then  the  whole  medical  world  is  all  wrong. 

If  tlieir  etatements  as  to  the  value  and  effect  of  operations  in 
cases  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  quotations  are  true,  then  all 
tlie  surgeons  in   the  world  are  wrong  and  are  doing  infinite 

Tbe  whole  progi*a3  of  medical  thought  and  advancement 
during  the  past  hundred  years  is  totally  opposed  to  the 
remarkable  theories  of  the  Law  Brothers.  What  reputable 
physician,  not  employed  by  them,  could  be  found  to  agree  with 

And  what  can  be  said  of  their  printed  statement  that  when 
a  woman  lias  acquired  strength  through  the  use  of  Viavi 
remedies,  she  can  control  and  regulate  the  birth  of  her  chil- 
dren and  their  number  I 

We  ask  all  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  are  business  asso- 
ciates of  the  Laws,  the  directors  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association,  and  the  rest,  what  they  think  of  the  quotations 
from  thp  Viavi  literature  above  set  forth!  Do  they  agree 
with  the  claims  of  the  wealthy  brothers?  Do  they  think  that 
with  increased  health  and  strength  ii  married  woman  can  by 
more  than  .one  proper  means  control  conception?  Do  they 
stand  for  that  statement  made  by  the  proprietors  of  this 
"discovery".!  Is  the  whole  world,  medical  and  lay,  wrong, 
and  are  the  commercially  successful  laws  alone  right?  Think 
it  over,  gentlemen! 

Yet,  of  such  is  the  business  of  the  "Viavi"  constructed;  a 
business  which  has  made  two  men,  starting  with  practically 
nothing,  affluent.  Their  patrons  consist  of  confiding  sick  and 
suffering  women,  to  whom,  ^ot  skilled  in  medicine,  their  litera- 
ture appeals. 

Do  their  associates  believe  that  the  Viavi  treatment  can  do 
whnt  the  I..aws  claim  for  it?  Do  they  believe  that  it  can 
cure  or  benefit  the  diseases  enumerated! 
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If  they  do  not  believe  it,  if  they  ilea  not  approve  of  the  Lav^ 
"literature,"  with  its  suggestions,  with  its  insistence  on  the 
importance  of  the  female  form,  with  its  intimations  that  the 
use  of  Viavi  remedies  will  increase  sexual  pleasure,  with  its 
hints  that  wasting  testicles  can  be  beneflted,  and  tumors  of  all 
kinds  cured;  tvith  its  insinuationa,  aay,  statements,  that 
childbirth  can  be  controlled;  that  a  woman  can,  through  Viavj. 
become  so  "healthy"  that  she  may  "limit  the  number  of 
offspring;"  with  their  claims  of  benefiting  suSeriog  humanity 
and  advising  w>)men  never  to  have  a  tumor  removed  by  the 
knife  until,  alas,  it  may  be  too  late  for  the  beneficent  surgeon, 
and  the  victim  of  the  false  advice  is  claimed  by  death;  if,  we 
say,  they  do  not  approve  of  these  things,  what  must  be  their 
thoughts,  and  the  thoughts  of  the  menjberB  of  the  Merchants' 
Association  when  they  sit  at  dinner  in  the  Fairmont  Hotel  on 
the  night  ot  April  18,  as  we  are  told  they  will?  Will  they 
think  of  the  matters  treated  of  in  this  article  and  of  the  basis 
of  the  fortune  of  the  Laws,  or  will  they  say  "money  talks," 
and  think  of  what  successful  business  men  are  the  owners.of 
tfae  hotel  in  which  they  dine? 

Will  they  care  ho«j  the  money  has  been  garnered?  Will 
they  question  whether  the  Law  brothers  are  benefactors  of 
humanity,  or  merely  successful  in  making  money  out  of  the 
tick  and  suffering. 

Arthur  McEwen  has  said  that  any  Front  Street  merchant 
would  prosecute  his  chief  clerk  for  embezzlement  for  the  mere 
erime  of  emulationi  Perhaps,  business  men  of  San  Francisco, 
pillars  of  our  municipal  society,  yoa  do  not  care  how  people 
become  rich,  so  that  they  be  rich. 

Perhaps  so  long  as  a  man  does  nothing  actually  criminal, 
nothing  for  which  he  could  be  sent  to  jail,  our  ^'merchant 
princes"  do  not  care  by  what  means  wealth  is  acquired. 

Gentlemen,  do  you,  or  do  you  not,  approve  of  the  manner 
of  the  money  gathering  of  the  Law  brotheral  (From  the 
California  State  Journal  of  Medicine,  April,  1907.) 
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MAIL-ORDER  MEDICAL  CONCERNS 


"Thtri  ii  anolhiT  iranch  of  frttenders  to  this  art  {mati' 
cine],  win,  uiitiotit  alhir  korsi  cr  fUkle-hirrims  lit  mas  in  a 
garrtt  and  send  dimm  notiie  to  the  ivorld  vf  their  extraordi^ 
narf  parti  and  aiilititi  ty  frilled  bills  and  other tistments"— 
Addism.  in  the  s 


BBAKAHAN  REMEDY  COMPANY  ' 

The  "Or,  Branaman  Remedy  Company,  of  Kansas  Citj,  Ho., 
was  a  mail  order  concern,  conducted  by  Dr.  G.  M.  Branaman, 
who  advertised  to  "cure"  deafness,  catarrh,  asthma  and  head 
noises.  Branaman,  who  called  liimself  "one  of  the  leading 
ear  specialists  of  the  country,"  offered  in. his  advertisements, 
to  "send  two  months'  medicine  free"  to  prove  his  ability  to 
"cure"  deafness,  head  noises  and  cafiirrh.  Those  who  answered 
the  advertisement,  were  sent  a  booklet  containing  testimonialB 
and  an  alleged  description  ot  Branaman'a  "treatment,"  together 
with  a  "symptora  blank,"  A  letter  also  was  sent  urging  the 
prospective  patient  to  fill  out  the  "symptom  blank"  and  return 
it;  when  the  case  would  be  carefully  considered  and  diagnosed 
and  if  it  was  believed  to  be  curable,  two  months'  medidne 
would  be  sent  free. 

Those  who  followed  instructions  were  aent  either  a 
"catarrh"  •or  "deafness"  diagnosis  letter  (of  the  imitation 
typewritten  variety)  in  which  they  were  told  that  their  com- 
plaint was  either  "catarrh"  or  "deafness,"  as  the  case  might 
be.  In  either  case  the  victim  was  told  that  his  case  was  far 
too  serious  to  be  cured  by  medicine  alone  and,  therefore,  it 
was  useless  to  send  the  "free  trefttment."  What  was  needed, 
he  was  told,  was  the  "Combination  Treatment,"  which  involved 
the  use  of  Branaman's  "electro- magnetic  head-cap"  and  medi- 
cine to  go  with  it.  The  "Combination  Treatment,"  so  he  was 
Informed,  would  cure  his  disease  and  would  be  sent  for  $8.0ff. 
It  apparently  made  no  diiTerence  how  evidently  incurable  a 
case  might  be,  Branaman  would  offer  to  cure  it,  providing 
the  amount  that  he  asked  for  was  sent. 

Nor  were  these  claims  to  "cure"  incurable  cbbcb  the  only 
fraudulent  element  in  Branaman's  methods.  Tie  was  shown 
to  have  published  a  testintoniat  from  a  Mr.  Turner  who  claimed 
to  have  been  "cured"  of  deafness  and  his  hearing  made  per- 
fect, when,  in  fact,  Turner  was  so  deaf  that  he  was  incapaci- 
tated for  work — and  Branaman  knew  it! 

In  the  Government's  case  against  Branaman,  fraud  on  foiu* 
Afferent  points  was  proved: 
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.  Fraud  So.  1. — Five  different  caiM  of  incurable  deafnesa 
from  varioua  parts  of  the  cmiDtry  were  ai^cepted—^and,  as  the 
evidence  ehowed,  intentiooallj  accepted — for  treatment  and  a 
promise  of  a  sure  cure  made.  The  number  indicated  that  it 
was  Branaman'a  practice  to  accept  sncii  cases  and  to  make 
such  promiees. 

Prauti  'No.  2. — Branaman'a  continued  publication  of  Turner's 
testimonial  to  the  effect  that  his  hearing  was  perfect  and 
that  be  had  been  cured  of  deafneee,  when  Branaman  knew 
that  Turner  waa  so  deaf  as  to  be  incapacitated  for  work. 

Fraud  No.  S. — The  inducement  held  out  in  the  advertise- 
ments of  a  "free  two  months'  treatment"  when,  in  fact,  the. 
intent  was  to  obtain  $g  for  goods  costing  Branaman  $1.50. 

Fraud  No.  i.- — Th")  representation  that  the  case  of  each 
patient  would  be  considered  individually  and  that  "treat- 
ment" adapted  to  the  neceasities  of  the  Bpecific  cs^ea  would  be 
used,  when  the  evidence  showed  that  the  same  "treatment" 
was  sent  to  practically  all  persons  sending  the  necessary  $8. 

This  constitutes,  in  brief,  the  Government's  case  against 
Branaman.  The  details  of  the  case  as  given  in  the  memo- 
randum of  the  Assistant  Attorney  General  to  the  Poatmaater 
General,  are  in  part  as  follows: 


FREE  DEAFNESS  CURE. 

A  nnuulMble  offar  bjr  ona  of  th«  lewlinB  imt  speelallitB 
-  -■-'-  Muntry.  who  wUI  aand  two  roonthn'  ftedidno  ftw 
9   hii  ■blllty  to  cm  DsfiMU.  Kttd 

!C»t«iTh.   Addreit  Dr.  Q.  H.  Snm •~'* 

"■       u  Citr,  Mo. 


Photographic    reproduction    of    a    topical    Bi 


The  Assistant  Attorney  General's  Report 

.  "The  reapondenta  [Dr.  G.  M.  Branaman  and  the  Branaman 
Remedy  Ckimpany]  are  engaged  at  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  in 
carrying  on  a  mai!  order  business  for  the  cure  of  deafness,  and 
they  also  treat  cases  of  nasal  catarrh,  asthma,  head  noises, 
etc.  About  three  hundred  letters  a  day  are  now  being  deliv- 
ered to  them,  and  Dr.  Branaman,  at  the  hearing,  said  that 
the  present  monthly  receipts  are  about  $5,000  and  are  heavier 
during  the  winter  season.  These  facta  indicate  the  extent  of 
the  business. 

HOW  PATIKNia  WERE  OBTAIBBD 

"Patienta  are  procured  by  a  aystem  of  advertisements  in 
newspapers  and  magazines,  and  by  correspondence.  This  sys- 
tem ia  in  aubstance  as  follows:  The  newspaper  and  magazine 
advertiaementa  are  to  the  effect  that  Dr.  Branaman  ia  a 
specialist  who  can  cure  deafness  by  a  aystem  of  home  treat- 
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ment,  and  the  advertisements  offer  to  send  two  months'  med- 
iciDe  free  to  any  one  who  will  apply.  When  an  observer  of 
the  advertiieraent  writes  to  Dr  Branaman,  he  is  mailed  a  book-  ' 
let  entitled  'The  New  Treatment  That  Cures,'  which  describes 
generally  the  treatment  of  Dr.  Branaman  and  contains  testi- 
monials of  those  who  clai'm  to  have  been  cured;  and  be  is  also 


DOCTTOR  BRANAMAN  RBMEDV  CXX. 


■^sasuFsa. 


It  wtVHlalta  nMlItt  af  tht  :«t(<F 


'•^i-Zt^ 


I'tiotogrHpliti;    facBimlls    (rpduwd)    of   tjie    farm    letter,    made   t 
a  tbls  was  ma 


sent  a  letter  enclosing  a  symptom  blank,  which  the  ktter  aaka 
to  be  filled  out  and  returned,  wjen,  it  states,  the  case  will  be 
carefully  considered  and  if  believed  to  be  a  curable  one,  he  will 
be  furnished  two  months'  medicine  free.  The  letter  also  states 
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that  Dr.  Branaman  makes  it  r  rule 

such  caaea  as  he  believes  to  be  ci 
also  makes  a  similar  statement 


P  SYSTEM 


"Should  the  symptom  blank  be  not  promptly  filled  out  and 
returned,  a  seriea  of  follow-up  letters  are  mailed  to  him  at 
regular  iutervals  of  time,  each  urging  a  prompt  return  of 
the  symptom  blank  filled  out.  The  letter  sent  out  with  the 
symptom  blank  and  series  of  follow-up  letters  are  all  printed 
circulars  in  similitude  of  typewriting.  When  the  symptom 
blank  is  filled  out  s,iid  returned,  Dr.  BranamaD  mails  the 
patient  what  is  known  as  his  diagnosis  letter.  This  letter 
also  is  a  circular  printed  in  similitude  of  typewriting.     The 


with  tl 

eridenre  shows  that  Dr.  Branaman  liaa  but  two  forms  of 
diagnosis  tetters,  one  for  those  cases  which  he  diagnoses  as 
eatarih  and  one  tor  thwe  cases  which  he  diagnoses  as  deaf- 
ness. So  far  as  the  evidence  went  to  show,  this  has  always 
been  true  of  the  business.  That  used  in  the  case  of  deafness 
is  marked  by  him  'No.  2,'  and  the  other  is  marked  'cat.' 

"The  'No.  2,'  or  deafness  diagnosis,  advises  the  patient  in 
part  tbat: 

"...  yon  ace  afflicted  wUh  a  eeneral  cHtHrrhal  inflamma- 
tion of  the  membranes  of  llie  no?e,  throat  and  middle  cnr,  resulting 
In  B  diseased  COTdltlon  of  the  ear  paKSageS.  Deatncss  and  head 
nolaes  are  caaaed  by  the  closing  up  oC  the  euslachlan  tubes,  and  this 
Is  due  to  the  catarrhal  Inflammation  In  the  mucous  membrane  lining 
the  tnbe«. 


,i)C)glc 


or  eatairh  dlagDOBis  Etdrise  him  in  part  that  his 

I  diseased  catarrhal  eoodltlon  of  the  membraiies  of 

iBftes  and  tbraat.     Tbla  dtwase  Is  no  doubt  pourlug 
9  polsonoua  secretion   which  Is   passing   dowDward 

OB  inngs  ar-*  ~' "■    — '  — ' ' "■ — ' 

I  as  Indies 

THE  'jokee'  ih  the  offeb 

"In  each  letter  the  patient  ie  also  advised  that  his  case  is 
of  too  serious  a  nature  to  be  cured  by  medicine  alone,  and 
that,  therefore,  there  is  no  use  in  Dr.  Branaman  sending  bim 
the  two  months'  free  medicines  which  is  promised  hy  the 
advertisement,  and  that  on  account  of  the  seriousneas  of  the 
case,  it  ie  absolutely  essential  that  he  have  Dr.  Branaman's 
Combination  Treatment,  which  it  is  explained,  involves  the 
use  of  an  electro- magnetic  head-cap  in  conjunction  with  the 
use  of  the  medicines;  that  this  combination  treatment  will 
cure  his  case,  and  that  if  he  will  pay  $8.00  for  the  head-cap, 
which  can  be  obtained  from  Dr.  Branaman  alone,  the  treatment 
to  cure  his  case  will  be  sent  to  him. 

"After  this  diagnosis  letter  has  been  sent  out,  a  series  of 
follow-up  letters  are  mailed  at  regular  intervale  until  a 
remittance  has  been  induced  or  all  the  letters  in  the  series 
have  been  mailed.  Tliese  letters  are  also  stock  circulars 
printed  in  similitude  of  typewriting,  and  like  the  others  are 
sent  to  all  alike.  They  continue  to  assure  the  prospective 
patient  of  a  cure  of  his  case  and  repeat  the  lugings  for  a 
remittance  of  $8.00. 

SOME  OF  THE   CI.AIMB  KADE 

"The  language  used  in  the  correspondence  with  patients  to 
pursuade  them  to  purchase  this  treatment  is  such  as  to  make 
the  patient  believe  that  there  is  no  doubt  that  he  will  he 
cured.  The  treatment  is  heralded  as  something  new  and 
wonderful  and  that  it  ia  a  positive  and  permanent  cure  for 
deafness.  All  of  the  claims  of  this  kind  made  in  the  adver- 
tising and.  in  the  correspondence  can  not  be  set  out  in  this 
memorandum  without  unduly  lengthening  it,  nor  ia  it  neces- 
sary to  do  so.  Their  tenor  is  fairly  represented  by  the  several 
passages  which  are  quoted  below: 

"Deatneaa  cured  In  joar  own  home." 

"Stone  deaf    .     .     .     have  heard  whispers  jifter  my  treatment." 

"It  cures  ...  Id  old  age,  It  acts  like  magic ;  I  have  effected 
cures  pronounced  Incurable." 

"I  come  to  jou  with  a  great  reputation  to  cure  joff,  and  cure  yon 

"There  Is  not  any  question  aa  to  your  recovery." 

"My  new  Electro-Magnetic  Head-Cap  la  producing  aplendld 
results ;  In  fact,  Judi^Ing  bv  what  It  Is  doing  lor  others.  I  do  not 
hellevB  there  Is  a  curable  disease  ot  deafness,  no  matter  from  what 
cause,  that  It  will  not  relieve." 

"The  only  question  that  should  interest  you  Is  whether  or  not 
yoot  bearing  Is  worlb  (S  to  you." 
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PBOHIBES  TO  CUBE  IHCURABLB  DBAFNESS 

"Inspector  Leonard  testified  at  the  hearing  that  he  corres- 
ponded with  Dr.  Branaman  as  a  supposed  patient  in  five 
different  cases,  the  correspondence  from  Dr.  Branaman  to  him 
being  as  though  the  cases  were  real.  Under  the  name  of 
Edward  LaBarre,  Great  Bend,  Kan.,  he  filled  out  the  symptom 
blank  so  that  it  represented  a  cam  simply  of  total  deafness 
from  an  explosion  in  a  atone  quarrj,  of  four  years  previous. 
Under  the  name  of  Austin  Leonard,  ThomasTille,  North  Caro- 
lina, he  made  up  the  co^e  to  show  simply  total  deafness  from 


PhotogrBphlc  reptoductlODB  from  BranamaD's  booklet,  "The  New 
Treatment  That  Cnres,"  ahowing  the  highly  ImaglnatlFe  pictures  ot 
the  "efectro-maRnetlc  head-cap"  In  action. 

an  attack  of  spinal  meningitis,  of  four  years  previous.  In 
three  other  cases,  namely  John  S.  Hampshire,  Corwin,  Ohio; 
Joseph  Barrett,  Marion,  Alabama,  and  G.  Washington  Brown, 
Howe,  Oklahoma,  he  represented  that  the  trouble  in  each 
instance  wss  total  deafness  from  brain  fever,  the  iteafneHs  hav' 
ing  existed  for  eight  -earB,  seventeen  years  and  three  years, 
rospectively- 

"There  were  no  other  affirmative  symptoms  submitted. 
These  were  all  incurable  cases,  and  are  so  conceded  to  be  by 
Branaman's  own  printed  matter.  ...  In  each  and  every 
instance  the  inspector  received  the  stereotyped  request  for 
♦8.00  ffUh  ft  promise  of  a  sure  and  permanent  cure  if  paid. 
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In  each  instance  the  regular  'No.  2'  diagnoais  letter  was  sent 
him  with  the  regular  Heries  of  follow-ups,  tbe  nature  of 
wliich  haVe  heretofore  been  brieSy  explained. 

'     THE    'HEAJt-CAP*    AND    IlEDICIHEB 

"The  inspector  testifled  that  he  remitted  the  18.00  in  the 
LeBarre  case  and  that  be  received  the  head-cap  and^medicines 
shown  at  the  hearing.  The  head-cap  is  an  arrangement  of 
straps  and  metal  pieces  to  be  worn  by  the  patient  on  hia 
bead,  and  ii  eupptraed  and  claimed  to  produce  a  current  of 
electricity  through  the  ears,  which  it  is  alleged  will  stimulate 
«nd  revirify  the  nerves  and  other  structures  of  the  ear.  Tlie 
part  of  the  cap  supposed  to  be  the  battery  is  directed  to  be 
soaked  in  vinegar  before  each  use. 

"He  was  also  sent  some  tablets,  one  to  be  taken  before 
each  meal;  also  a  vial  of  colorless  liquid,  three  drops  on  tbe 
ear  each  niglit,  using  hot;  also  a  vaporizer  or  instruaient  for 
spraying  the  nose  and  throat  with  a  vial  of  greenish -white 
liquid  to  be  used  in  the  vaporizer;  and  also  a  vial  of  reddish 
liquid  with  directions  to  'add  one  teaspoon  to  eight  table- 
spoons of  hot  water.  Snuff  up  nose.  Gargle  throat  night  and 
morning,  half  each  time.' 

"The  evidence  showed  "that  tbe  head-cap,  vaporizer  and 
medicines  received  by  Inspector  Leonard  and  for  which  he 
paid  $8.00  cost  Dr.  Branaman  approximately  between  $1.4S  and 
£1.65,  being  about  80  cents  for  the  head-cap,  about  25  to  35 
cents  for  the  vaporizer  ond  about  40  to  50  cents  for  the 
medicines." 

The  drugs  were  analyzed  by  the  chemists  of  the  Departmeat 
of  Agriculture,  who  reported  them  as  having  the  following 
composition:  TABLiis 

SttfchniD  salphate  l/«0  gr. 

Milk  BUgar.  q.  a 1  gr. 

One  of  tbcse  was  to  be  token  belore  eacb  meal. 
Bab  Deofs 

Carbolic  add ■ S.12  per  cent. 

a!rc<<rtn 2B.O0  per  cent 

Satorated  solution  ot  boric  acid 71.88  per  cent. 

Th€  instructions  with  this  Iwttle  were  to  put  three  drops  of  tie 
liquid  In  the  ear  each  night 

Vafoeizbb  Liquid 

Menthol  erjatals  1.18  per  cent 

Camphor  gum 1.18  per  cent 

Thuja  oil 0.03  per  cent 

Petrolatum    97.81  per  cent 

This  was  ttfbe  used  as  a  spra;  lot  the  nose  and  throat 
Gaeqlb 

Bicarbonate  ot  soda 2.91  per  cent. 

Powdered  bocai 2.91  per  cent. 

Carbolic  add 0.28  per  cent 

Glycerin 6.00  pet  cent 

Burut  Bugar,  suflident  to  color. 

Watiir 88.81  per  cent. 

The  directions  which  went  with  this  were :  Add  1  teaspooafnl  to 
S  tableapoonCulB  oC  hot  water.  Snuff  up  noBe.  Gargle  throat  night 
and  morning,  ball  eacb  time. 


,   ^.Ot.)!^!!.' 
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BRUfAUAN'S    D&rENBB 

"In  hjB  defease,  Dr.  Branaman  made  no  effort  to  defend 
the  letters  mailed  in  tbese  five  caacs.  He  admitted  the  caaes 
ought  not  to  have  been  accepted  for  treatment,  and  claimed 
that  it  was  done  by  mietake  and  contrary  to  the  general  cus- 
tom of  the  busincHa.  He  aaid  he  did  not  personally  accept 
Huch  cases  and  had  directed  his  aasiatant,  Dr.  Perkins,  not  to  - 
do  BO.  He  alao  claimed  that  he  had  no  recollection  of  having 
personally  attended  to  these  cases,  and  said  that  thej*  must 
have  been  attended  to  by  Dr.  Pcrlims  in  hia  absence  from  the 
office.  Re  stated  that  he  had  been  away  from  Kansas  City 
from  March  11  to  Marcli  15,  botli  dates  inclusive,  and  from 
March  27  to  April  4,  both  dates  inclusive.  The  dates  of  the 
diagnoses  letters  are  as  fuUowe:  Edward  LeBarre,  March  10, 
leiO;  Austin  Leonard,  3Iarch  25,  1010;  Joseph  Barrett,  March 
26,  1910;  G.  Washington  Brown,  March  29,  1910,  and  John 
S.  Uampahire,  April  2,  1910.  According  to  tliis  statement, 
therefore,  he  was  absent  on  the  dates  when  tlie  Brown  and 
Hampshire  letters  were  mailed.  In  response  to  questions 
from  his  counsel,  he  said  that  before  coming  to  Washington, . 
he  bad  looked  up  the  Le  Barre  case  because  the  inspector 
had  spokeu  to  h^m  atwut  that  taae,  and  he  made  positive 
statement  that  he  had  not  attended  to  that  case.  As  to  the 
Leonard  and  Barrett  cases,  he  beheved  he  had  not  attended 
to  them. 

"Dr.  Branaman  did  not  otherwise  attempt  to  explain  how 
these  cases  had  been  accepted,  nor  did  he  offer  to  submit 
the  records  of  his  office  and  show  positively  whether  be  or 
Dr.  Perkins  had  attended  to  these  cases.  Even  as  to  the 
LeBarre  case,  in  which  instance  he  explained  that  he  had 
examined  the  records  before  coming  liere,  lie  did  not  say  who 
made   the  diagnosis. 

"On  cross-examination.  Dr.  Branaman  retracted  bis  state- 
ment that  he  had  been  absent  from  his  office  on  the  dates 
of  the  Brown  and  Hampshire  letters  and  admitted  that  he 
was  at  his  office  on  these  dates. 


!    CASES     'JNTENTIONALLT    ACCEPTBd' 

"I  have  given  very  careful  thought  to  the  evidence  regard- 
ing these  cases  and  am  convinced  and  And  the  fact  is  that 
they  were  intentionally  accepted.  Furthermore,  the  number 
proves  that  it  is  the  practice  of  the  business  to  accept 
sueh  cases.  As  to  the  list  of  rejected  cases, .  the  only 
theory  possible,  in  view  of  the  other  evidence,  it  seemg  to  me, 
is  that  Dr.  Branaman  being  conscious  of  the  fraud  in  this 
regard,  and  wishing  to  he  able,  should  exigency  require,  to 
show  some  instances  where  cases  had  been  rejected,  purposely 
rejected  enough  cases  with  which  to  make  such  a  showing. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  the  inspector's  evidence  is  nol. 
merely  that  of  one  or  two  isolated  instances,  but  covers  flva 
CMea,  and  all  witbin  the  space  of  one  month. 
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"Furtherinore,  Dr.  Branaroan'H  interest  and  hie  contradic- 
tory atatements  concerning  bis  connection  -with  these  cases 
must  be  considered,  as  also  must  be  regarded  the  fact  that, 
nhile.it  was  within  liis  power  to  show  the  records  of  his 
office  in  these  cases  and  thereby  deHnitel;  ahon  all  the  facts, 
he  hag  failed  either  to  do  so  or  to  offer  to  do  so.  The  only 
possible  coneluflion,  therefore,  that  it  seems  to  me  can  be 
reached  from  this  evidence  is  that  in  all  these  five  cases  there 
was  intentional  deceit  and  fraud,  and  that  such  is  the  prac- 
tice of  the  business.  This  conclusion  is  incompatible  with 
any  idea  that  this  business  is  conducted  in  good  faith  and 
for  tbe  purpose  of  honestly  practicing  medicine  and  treating 
and  curing  and  trying  to  cure  patients.  It  strongly  proves, 
it  seems  to  me,  that  on  the  contrary  this  business  is  a  general 
scheme  to  get  money  from  afflicted  persons  by  deluging  them 
with  false  hopes  of  a  sure  cure. 

THE    'SYMPTOM     BLANK'    A    JOKE 

"This  evidence,  it  seeina  to  me,  plainly  proves  that  it  is 
.not  the  intent  of  the  respondents  to  advise  patients  whether 
the  treatment  will  cure  them,  as  the  printed  matter  promises; 
and  it  also  proves,  I  think,  that  in  the  actual  course  and  con- 
duet  of  this  business  little  or  no  regard  is  paid  to  symptom 
blanks,  and  that  it  is  not  the  intent  to,  as  promised,  make 
soientiGc,  correct,  honest  and  conscientious  diagnoses  of  the 
patients'  trouble.  The  intent  is  plainly  revealed,  it  seems 
to  me,  to  get  money  from  any  and  all  persons,  irrespective  of 
what  is  their  condition. 


"Another  circumstance  which,  it  seems  to  me,  is  plainly 
suggestive  of  fraudulent  intent  is  this ;  On  pages  25  and  20 
of  the  booklet  called  'The  New  Treatment  that  Cures,'  is 
printed  a  testimonial  of  John  Turner,  2126  East  Twenty-Third 
Street,  Kansas  City,  Mo.  The  text  of  this  testimonial  is  as 
follows ; 

"I  coDtracted  cold  during  tbe  civil  par.  It  grew  worse  Irani  rear 
to  year.  Finally  my  ejeaiglit  began  to  fall ;  my  eyea  became  watery ; 
1  could  not  dls(iD[a<9b  a  man  across  the  street.  My  ears  began  to 
close  and  my  bearing  to  fall.  I  bad  distracted  head  noiaes.  I  was 
worse  in  changeable  weather.  My  throat  was  dry ;  my  ears  felt 
dull ;  I  could  bear  aaunda  but  could  not  distinguish  words.  Elnally  I 
got  so  deal  I  could  not  hear  the  clock  or  door-hell.  1  went  to  Dr. 
Branaman  a  very  skeptic  man.  I  bad  no  faith  In  doctors.  I 
begun  tbe  treatment  with  excellent  results.  My  head  became  clear; 
the  nolsca  began  to  subside ;  my  eyes  gained  and  soon  I  was  all 
rigbt,  my  hearing  perfect. 

"Inspector  Leonard  testified  at  the  hearing  that  in  March 
of  this  year  he  talked  with  the  wife  of  Mr.  Turner,  Mr. 
Turner  at  the  time  being  absent  from  his  home;  that  the 
wife  told  him  that  her  husband  had  taken  the  Branaman 
treatment  some  years  previously;  that  he  had  not  been  bene- 
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filed;  that  biB  hearing  was  very  poor  at  the  time  of  the 
interview;  that  it  «*aa  BO  bad  lie  did  not  dare  to  go  to  work 
at  the  stocliyards  for  fear  of  being  run  over  and  [tilled  from 
inability  to  hear  anything;  tliat  Mr.  Turnnr  received  letters 
from    various    people    who    wrote    him    regarding    his    testi- 


A  typical  case  of  this  kind  is  that  of  Mr. 
John  Turner,  2126  East  23rd  street,  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  who  says :  "I  contracted  cold  dur- 
ing the  civil  war.  li 
grew  worse  from  year 
to.  year.  Finally  my 
eyesight  began  to  fail ; 
my  eyes  became  wat- 
ery; I  could  not  dis- 
tinguish a  man  across! 
the  street.  My  ears 
began  to  close  and  my 

(hearing  to  fail.  I  had 
distracting  head 
noises.  I  was  worse  in 
changeable  weather. 
My  throat  was  dry;  my  ears  felt  full;  I  could 
hear  sounds,  but  could  not  distinguish  the 
words.  Finally  I  got  so  deaf  I  could  not 
hear  the  clock  or  doorbell.  I  went  to  Dr. 
Branaman,  a  very  skeptic  man.  I  had  no 
faith  in  doctors.  I  began  the  treatment,  with 
excellent  results.  My  head  became  clear ;  the 
noises  began  to  subside ;  my  eyes  gained  and 
soon  I  was  all  right,  my  hearing  perfect." 


monial;   that  those   letters  he  took   to  Dr.  Branaman's 

and  gave  to  Dr.  Branaman;  and  that  Mr.  Turner  was  unable 

to  read  or  write. 

"Dt-  Branaman  stated  that  be  had  talked  with  Mr.  Turner 
about  two  or  three  weeks  before  the  hearing  and  that  at  that 
time    Mr.    Turner    coutd    bear    ordinary    conversation.      The 
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inspectors  at  Kansas  City  were  wired  to  have  an  inspector 
talk  with  Mr.  Turner  and  test  his  hearing.  They  replied  In 
effect  that  an  inspector  had  talked  with  Mr.  Turner;  that 
Turner  was  unable  td  hear  the  inspector  when  talking  in 
loud  tones,  and  that  Turner's  wife  had  difficulty  in  making 
him  understand  even  when  shouting  in  his  ear! 

"From  this  evidence  it  is  clear,  and  I  find  the  fact  is,  that 
Dr.  Branaman's  use  of  the  Turner  testimonial  is  fraudulent 
and  is  with  intent  to  deceive;  that  Turner's  hearing  is  not 
now  all  right,  as  pretended,  and  that  Dr.  Branamau  knows 
this.  Whether  Dr.  Branaman  is  imposing  on  the  ignorance 
of  Turner  without  Turner's  really  knowing  how  Dr.  Branaman 
is  using  this  letter,  or  whether  connivance  exists  between  the 
two,  is  not  clear,  hut  the  fraud  on  Dr.  Branr.man's  part  is 
perfectly  clear. 

THB  'fbbb  tbeatmeht*  Birr  a  fbaud 
"A  further  circumstance  which  in  my  judgment  proves 
that  this  business  is  conducted  with  a  fraudulent  purpose  is 
this;  As  will  probably  have  been  observed,  one  of  the  main 
inducements,  if  not  the  chief  inducement,  of  the  system  of 
advertising  by  which  patients  are  procured,  is  the  idea  of  the 
advertisement,  which  is  continued  up  to  the  stage  of  the 
diagnosis  letter,  that  a  free  treatment  will  be  furnished  those 
who  ask  for  it. 

"I  find  that  the  promises  of  tree  treatment  is  made  fraudu- 
lently and  that  the  intent  is  to  require  the  payment  of  $8.00 
in  each  instance,  for  which  is  furnished  goods  costing  Dr. 
Branaman  $1.45  to  S1.65.  The  inspector  testified  that  he  had 
investigated  possibly  more  than  150  cases  of  actual  patients 
and  had  himself  submitted  over  a  dozen  test  cases,  and  that 
in  every  instance  no  free  treatment  was  furnished,  but  instead, 
payment  of  $8.00  was  required. 

'innrtiDUAL  treatment'  a  farci: 
"Further  proof  that  this  in  a  fraudulent  scheme  is  this: 
It  is  represented  to  prospective  patients  that  the  ease  of  each 
patient  will  be  individually  considered;  that  the  treatment 
will  be  adapted  to  the  necessities  of  the  specific  case;  that 
no  "omnibus  treatment"  Is  used,  and  that  the  patient  will 
get  the  same  care  as  though  he  were  subject  to  the  physician's 
personal  examination  and  direction. 

"As  has  been  previously  said,  the  inspector  purchased  a  sam- 
ple of  the  treatment  recommended  in  the  LeBarre  case,  which 
was  a  case  of  deafness.  He  testified  that  he  picked  indis- 
criminately out  of  all  the  cases  in  his  hands  of  actual  patients, 
five  cases  and  a^ked  Dr.  Branaman  to  state  the  treatment 
which  had  been  sold  in  these  cases.  Dr.  Branaman  replied 
in  a  letter  dated  April  23,  1010,  and  that  letter  shows  that 
in  eacli  and  every  instance  identically  the  same  treatment 
has  been  sold  as   that  sent  LeBarre. 
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"This  evidence,  I  think,  shone  clearl;  that  the  pretense 
that  medioiaea  are  varied  to  suit  each  individual  case  is  not 
true.  While  poaaibly  in  some  cases  there  are  raodifleations, 
treatments  like  that  in  the  LeBarre  case  seems  to  be  a  general 
stock  treatment  sold  in  practically  all  instances.  Remember- 
ing, therefore,  the  representation  of  the  advertising  matter 
that  individual  treatment  is  necessary,  the  practice  of  using 
the  same  treatment  In  substantially  all  cases  is  a  fraud, 
according  to  Dr.  Branaman  himself. 

FBACnCALLY  ALL  CASES  DECLASED  CUBABLK 

"Further  indication  of  the  fraudulency  of  this  scheme  is 
this:  It  will  have  been  noticed  by  the  claims  quoted  previously 
that  Dr.  Branaman  represents  ib  effect  that  he  can  and  does 
cure  virtually  without  exception  all  cases  that  he  accepts. 
Each  prospective  patient  is  solicited  to  buy  the  treatment 
.  by  the  promise  of  a  sure  and  permanent  cure  of  his  case. 
The  language  of  the  printed  letters  to  prospective  patients 
is  all  of  the  tenor  that  Dr.  Branaman  is  absolutely  confident 
'I  can  cure  you,'  that  'there  is  no  question  as  to  your 
recovery,'  and  'the  only  question  that  should  interest  you  is 
whether  or  not  your  hearing  is  worth  $8.00,'  etc. 

"It  is  clear  from  all  the  evidence  that  these  assurances 
o(  a  cure  which  are  given  every  one  who  answers  the  adver- 
tisements are  not  made  in  good  faith.  It  is  apparent  from 
the  evidence  that  symptom  blanks  are  not  carefully  considered 
and  that  every  one  who  answers  the  advertisements  is  solicited 
to  buy  the  hcadcap  with  the  medical  treatment  and  is  assured 
of  a  cure  regardless  of  the  truth  as  to  whether  his  case  is 
curable  or  incurable,  and  that  practically  the  same  treatment 
is  supplied  in  all  cases  regardless  of  the  cause  of  the  deafness. 
The  fact  is.  Dr.  Branam'an  sends  out  these  assurances  of  a 
cure  recklessly,  without  really  knowing  or  caring  whether  in 
any  particular  case,  a  cure  will  result.  Hia  purpose  is  to  sell 
his  stock  treatment  to  practically  everybody,  regardless  of 
the  character  of  the  case,  and  should  relief  be  had  in  any 
instance,  it  is  simply  a  matter  of  accident. 

THE    QUKSTIOH     STATED 

"Is  Dr.  Branaman  honestly  practicing  his  profession  and 
curing  and  trying  to  cure  patients,  or  is  he  simply  using  that 
as  a  guise  to  perpetrate  a  deliberate  fraud  on  the  public 
and  by  false  and  fraudulent  representations,  pretenses  and 
promises,  get  money  through  the  mails  t  I  find,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  tJiat  he  is  not  honestly  trying  to  cure  those  who 
answer  his  advertisements  and  pay  him  money,  and  that 
without  belief  in  the  promises  and  assurance  which  he  gives 
each  of  these  persons  to  cure  their  cssea,  simply  makes  tliese 
representation B  to  deceive  and  defraud;  that  he  pays  little 
attention  to  the  symptom  blanks,  and  solicits  practically  every 
one    who    answers    his    advertisement    to    buy    bis    head-cap 
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and  medical  treatment  on  positive  BimurBrice  of  a  cure  regard- 
less of  the  truth  as  to  whether  that  case  is  curable  or  incur- 
able and  that  he  sends  practically  the  same  treatment  in  all 
cases  regardless  of  the  cause  of  the  deafuess,  aad  that,  in 
short,  his  promises  and  treatments  are  issued  redtlessly  and 
without  good  faith  and  for  the  purpose  of  defrauding  his 
patients,  excepting  the  small  class  which  accidentally  gets 
benefited  from  the '  treatment  in  that  its  cases  happen  to 
be  fitted  for  such  medicines  as  are  used. 

"The  scheme  of  promising  free  treatment,  when  the  fact  is 
as  I  find  it  to  be  that  it  is  not  intended  to  furnish  free  treat- 
ment but  is  instead  intended  to  require  every  one  who 
answers  the  advertiBement  to  pay  $8.00  for  a  supply  of  treat- 
ments which  cost  Dr.  Branaman  approiimately  SI.SO,  in  itself 
is  ground  for  a  fraud  order. 

"I  find  that  the  business  is  being  conducted  through  the 
postoffice  at  Kansas  City,  Mo,,  under  the  names  of  Ur.  Bran-  . 
aman  Remedy  Company  and  Dr.  J.  M.  Branaman,  and  is  a 
scheme  and  device  for  obtaining  money  through  the  mails 
by  means  of  false  and  fraudulent  pretenses,  representations 
and  promises,  and  I  therefore  recommend  that  a  fraud  order 
be  issued  prohibiting  the  delirery  of  mail  and  the  payment 
of  money  orders  to  such  addresses." 

The  order  was  issued. 

Fraud  Order  Sustained 

The  Dr.  Branaman  Remedy  Company  has  received  a  final 
linockout  blow  through  a  recent  decision  of  the  United 
States  circuit  court  for  the  western  district  of  Missouri. 
The  company  had  applied  for  a  temporary  injunctiou 
against  the  postmaster  of  Kansas  City  to  restrain  the 
enforcement  of  the  fraud  order.  -,  This  was  denied  by 
the  court.  The  court,  in  reviewing  the  case  on  the 
application  for  the  preliminary  injunction,  talcing  into  con- 
sideration the  evidence  accumulated  by  the  Post-Offlce  Depart- 
ment and  such  defensive  matter  as  was  submitted  hy 
the  Branaman  Remedy  Company,  held  that  the  evidence  not 
only  warranted  the  mailing  of  the  fraud  order  by  the  Post- 
(Jffice  Department,  but  amply  sustained  it.  Where  a  fraud 
order  is  issued,  in  the  opinion  of  the  court,  the  presumption 
ia  in  favor  of  the  legality  of  the  action  of  the  Postmaster- 
General,  and  a  strong  showing  is  necessary  to  warrant  the 
granting  of  an  injunction.  The  court  further  says  that  the 
only  cases  in  which  courts  will  disturb  a  fraud  order  made  by 
the  Postmaster-General  are  when  it  is  'tainted  with  friud, 
absolutely  without  authority  of  law,  clearly  outside  of  the 
Htatu(«,  or,  perhaps,  clearly,  palpably  and  obviously  wrong.  In 
the  application  for  the  injunction  the  complainant  in  his  bill  in 
equity  claimed  that  hia  business  and  that  of  the  Branaman 
Company  "ia  and  always  had  been  a  lawful  one."  The  court 
said,  "What  might  otherwise  be  a  legal  business  or  profession 
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may  be  so  conducted  as  to  render  it  a  vehicle  of  fraud  and 

deception  and  bring  it  within  the  purview  of  the  atatutes 
authorizing  the  PoBtmaeter- General  to  refuse  the  Uie  of  the 
mails  in  furtherance  of  achemea  to  defraud." 

An  interesting  feature  of  the  complainant's  bill  of  equity 
asking  for  the  restraining  order  against  the  Kansas.  City  post- 
inaBter  was  the  allegation  that  the  action  of  the  Poatmaster- 
General  nas  the  result  of  a  conspiracy  involving  the  American 
Medical  Association,  the  Jackson  County  (Mo.)  Medical  Asso- 
ciation and  a  number  of  doctors  of  Kansas  City,  as  well  as 
the  attorneys  for  the  government  and  the  United  States  post- 
olfice  inspector.  This  seems  to  he  becoming  the  favorite 
defense  of  the  quack,  the  faker  and  the  nostrum- vender,  when 
they  are  brought  to  book  for  their  fraudulent  methods^ 
claiming  conspiracy  with  others  on  the  part  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  the  great  "medical  trust,"  which  seeks  to 
destroy  a  lot  of  innocent  but  enterprising  gentlemen  who  are 
only  seeking  to  benefit  the  people  and  incidentally  to  earn  an 
honest  dollar.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  through  this  deep- 
laid  conspiracy  the  Branaman  Remedy  Company  has  been  put 
out  of  business  for  a  time — at  least,  until  Branaman  turns  up 
again  with  some  similar  scheme  or  with  the  same  old  fake 
under  a  new  guise  and  name — and  that  tlie  credulous  public 
has  thereby  been  saved  probably  thousands  of  dollars,  much 
suffering  and  permanent  injury. —  {From  The  Journal  A.M.  A,, 
Maroh  2J,  191S.) 

DS.  DAKWIH  IfEDICAL  COHPANY 
The  Dr,  Darwin  Medical  Company  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  was 
conducted  also  under  the  titles,  "Dr.  Darwin  Company"  and 
"Dr.  Darwin  Potter  Company."  The  owner  and  proprietor  of 
the  business  was  one  Martha  C.  Potf«r,  Business  was  obtained 
by  inserting  in  various  newspapers  and  other  publications  the 
following  advertisement: 

Db.  Dab  win' a  Compound 

COTTON  ROOT  TABLETS 

Win   positively  relieve  the  most  obstinate   female   laaeo- , 

~   IBS,  an?  cause,  in  twette  boars.     Price  tl.     Onar- 

a.tmwerfut,  barmlesB  regulator  for  women.     Wilt 

Inre    the    most    delicate    iiereon.      Specialists    of   40 

eipetlence.     ladies'  belted.     Particulars  and  test!- 

9  tree.    i.uiY  attendant.    OtBce  or  mall.    Hours  12 

ONLY    bj 
et.  N.  Y. 

To  determine  whether  or  not  this  was  an  advertisement  of 
an  abortifacient,  a  post-office  inspector  entered  into  correspond- 
ence with  the  concern  under  an  assumed  name.  He  received 
the  printed  "literature"  of  the  company,  which  conveyed  the 
idea  and  impression  that  the  "cotton  root  tablets"  would  be 
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found  efficacious  in  producing  abortion.  The  inspector  sent 
another  letter  later  purporting  to  come  from  a  woman  who 
was  pregnant  and  who  wanted  a  box  of  "cotton  root  tablets" 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  an  alwrtion.  The  company,  at 
once,  mailed  a  box  of  tablets,  together  with  printed  literature. 
The  tablets  were  marked,  "throat  tablets,"  and  actually  were 
worthless  for  the  purpose  tor  which  thej  were  supposed  to 
have  been  sold.  As  the  company  very  evidently  sold  these  tab- 
lets for  a  supposed  unlawful  purpose,  a  fraud  was  perpetrated 
and  a  post-oBice  fraud  order  was  issued  against  the  company, 
April,  1906.  At  the  same  time  the  matter  of  criininal  prose- 
cution of  the  parties  responsible  for  this  business  was  taken 
up  by  the  United  States  attorney. 

THE  IMTEHSTATE  REMEDY  COMPAITY 
Readers  of  the  less  particular  newspapers  and  magazines  are 
doubtlesH  familiar  with  an  advertisement  which  is  headed  in 
bold  type;  "$3.50  Recipe  Cures  Weak  Men— Free."  This 
"free  prescription"  will  be  sent,  so  the  advertisement  says, 
by  a  "Dr."  or,  as  it  has  sometimes  appeared,  "Mr."  A;  E.  Rob- 
inson, Luck  Building,  Detroit,  Mich.  Investigation  seems  to 
show  that  A.  E.  Robinson  is  the  style  adopted  by  one  Andrew 
Robinson,  who  some  years  ago  was  connected  with  a.  fraudulent 
mail-order  "men's  specialist"  concern  in  Indiana  known  as  the 
"State  Medical  Institute."  Afterward  he  secured  a  license  to 
practice  in  Illinois  and  in  1904  he  registered,  by  reciprocity, 
in  Hichigaa.  Here  he  has  been  employed  to  act  as  the  stool- 
pigeon  for  a  mail-order  medical  concern — the  Interstate  Rem- 
edy Company.  This  company,  advertising  uiider  Robinson's 
name,  is  incorporated  and  has  the  following  officers  and  direo- 

EowABD  D.  Haigs.  Frcsldent. 
WtLL[AU  H.  BouBKE.  Vlce-P resident. 
HEjsai  F.  Coon.  Secretary  and  Trensucer. 

ITS  ITNSAVOBT  PAST 

The  Interstaf«  Remedy  Company  is  a  successor  to  the  Dr. 
Knapp  Medical  Company  and  the  Dr.  Radnor  Medical  Com- 
pany. The  Knapp  and  Raynur  medical  companies  of  Detroit 
were  two  names  for  the  same  concern,  which  was  put  out 
of  business  in  1904  by  the  government  "for  operating  through 
the  mails  a  scheme  or  device  for  obtaining  money  or  other 
property  by  means  of  false  or  fraudulent  pretenses,  representa- 
tions or  promises."  Not  only  did  the  Dr.  Knapp  Medical  Com- 
pany operate  a  fraud,  but  it  published  such  filthy  newspaper 
advertisements  tiiat  some  of  them  were  declared  to  violate  the 
obscenity  law. 

"Dr.  A.  E.  Robinsop,"  then,  is  the  Interstate  Remedy  Com- 
pany and  the  Interstate  Remedy  Company  is  Messra.  Hoyes, 
Bourke  and  Coon.  These  three  men  are,  we  understand,  also 
the  officers  and  stockholders  of  another  "patent  medicine"  fake, 
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thp  Marmola  Company.  Marniola  is  an  "obesity  cure"  which 
has  been  advertised  both  by  the  "fake  prescription"  method 
and  also  direct. 

The  "$3.50  recipe,"  which  Rnbinwm  advertises  that  he  will 
send  free,  ia  said  to  be  for  "nervous  debility,  lacli  of  vigor, 
weakeDed'  manhood,  failing  memory  and  lame  back,  brought  on 
by  excesaes,  unnatural  drains  or  the  follies  of  youth     .     ,     ." 


appeared  la  the  Police  „_ ,  ._.  _ „  ,,„ ,. 

(TODld  expect  (o  find  Ihla  type  of  adverltalDji  Id  b  sbvpt  like  the 
Police  Qatette.  but  In  a  rellgluus  weekly  It  seema  dlagusllugly  Incon- 
gtoous. 

The  close  reaemblance  of  this  advertisement  to  the  dirty  sheets 
put  out  by  the  "men's  specialist"  quacks  is  apparent.  Those 
who  answer  the  advertisement  and  ask  for  the  free  "recipe" 
are  sent  a  form-letter  which  is  filled  in,  here  and  there,  to  give 
it  the  verisimilitude  of  a  persdnol  communication;  they  are 
also  sent  a  booklet  entitled  "Rational  Treatment  of  Kidney 
and  uladder  Diseases." 
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The  fonn-Ietter  states  that  the  "free  prescription"  asked  for 
will  be  found  on  page  37  of  the  booklet.  On  the  page  men- 
tioned there  are  to  be  found  not  one  prescription  but  three, 
designated  reepectirely  as  Formulas  Nos.   1,  2  and  3. 

A  studj'  of  these  preBcriptions  reveals  at  once  to  the  physi- 
cian, although  it  is  not  evident  to  the  public,  that  Formulas 
1  and  2  each  contain  a  "joker"  in  the  form  of  a  "patent  med- 
"  icme."  That  is  to  say, 
"Urikol"  and  "Kydnus" 
are  both  secret  prepara- 
tions obtainable  only 
from  the  Interstate  Rem- 
edy Company  and  are  not 
kept  in  stock  by  the 
druggist.  This  scheme  of 
operating  what  has  been 
called  the  "prescription 
fake"  dodge  is  a  compar- 
atively recent  innovation 
on  the  part  ot  the  Inter- 
state Remedy  Company. 
Their  older  method  con- 
sisted in  sending  three 
bona  -  fide  prescriptions 
one  of  which  called  for 
a  drug  (muirapuama) 
which  while  not  proprie- 
tary was  unofficial.  It 
is  perfectly  natural, 
however,  that  the  men 
who  have  worked  the 
Marmola  "prescription 
fake"  to  Biich  great 
financial  advantage 
should  have  modified  the 
humbug  80  as  to  apply  it 
to  another  branch  of 
their  medical  frauds. 

THE    C.    O.    D.    HVlfBUO 

To  go  back  to  the  form- 
letter:     No  matter  what 


Tlie    Ray  nor 

-  —  Bd    by    th. — . 

operate  the  Interstate  Bemcdy  Co. 


for    writing,    he    is    told 

that  his  letter  "indicates 

luaft   that     that  you  need  the  actual 

medicines    at   once, 


the  best  medical  advice  while  you  are  using  them."     To  meet 
this  trumped-up  indication,  the  letter  goes  on  to  state: 
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"For  this  reason  and  la  order  that  there  ma;  be  no  loss  o(  time, 
also  that  It  mar  be  just  as  handy  (or  jou  to  get  the  remedies  of 
this  big,  old-estabUebed  company  as  of  your  druggUt,  I  have  shipped 
you  to-day  one  lull  and  complete  treatment  as  per  the  prescription 
enclosed  by  PaclHc  Eipress,  C.  0.  D.  |3.B0,  which  by  the  time  this 
letter  reaches  you  should  be  In  your  eipreaa  office.  I  haye  prepaid 
the  eipreaa  charges,  also  the  charges  for  Ibe  return  of  the  money  to 
us,  so    that   all    you   are   to    pay   Is   $3.50    only    for   the    package." 

In  some  cases,  the  Interstate   Remedy   Company  sends   ita 
package  of  pills  by  mail  inst«ad  of  by  espreaa.     If,  in  such 
inatanees,  the  recipient  of  the  pills  does  not  send  the  $3.50, 
he  receiyes   a  long  series  of  follow-up  letters  urging  bim  to 
remit.    Each  letter  is  more  insistent  than  its  predecessor  until 
at   last   one   arrives   that   purports   to   come   from   the   firm's 
attorneys  and  threatens  legal  reprisal.  If 
the  money  is  still  not  forthcoming,  an- 
other "lawyer  letter"  comes  offering   to 
take  one-half  the  amount  of  the  bill ! 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  patient  is 
foolish  enough  to  send  $3.50,  about,  a 
week  later  he  receives  another  letter — 
printed  so  as  to  imitate  a  personal  type- 
written communication — telling  him  that 
a  month's  treatment  is  on  the  way  and 
will  be  delivered  by  the  express  company 
on  the  payment  of  $6.00.  Of  course, 
"$6.00  is  a  special  price  for  a  month's 
treatment,  being  one  liollar  less  tlian  two 
fifteen-day  treatments  would  cost  if  sent 
separately." 


^  typical  Macmola 


S    QUANTITY 

Like  most  "patent  medicine"  fakes,  the 
formula  of  the  preparations  put  out  by 
the  Interstate  Remedy  Company  changes 
at  the  whim  of  the  manufacturer.  The 
claims  made  for,  and  the  virtues  assigned 
to,  the  wonderful  remedies  on  which  the 
business  is  supposed  to  be  based  remain 
more  or  less  fixed;  hut  the  remedies 
themselves  may  never  be  twice  alike.  The  adver 
reasons  for  this  condition  of  affairs  are 
not  hard  to  seek.  The  printing  of  booklets,  follow-up  letters, 
testimonials,  etc.,  is  by  far  the  heaviest  item  of  expense  to 
which  the  mail-order  medical  faker  is  put.  He  hires,  as  a 
rule,  shrewd  but  unscrupulous  lawyers  to  go  over  his  "copy" 
so  as  to  be  reasonably  sure  that  he  has  kept  just  within  the 
pale  of  the  law.  This  also  costs  money  and  it  is  for  these 
reasons  that  the  most  staple  things  about  the  quack  who 
reaches  bis  victims  through  the  mails  are  the  false  claims,  the 
lying  promises  and  the  shrewdly  constructed  letters  by  which 
he  persuades  gullible  ignorance  to  part  with  its  money. 


,  Cookie 
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,VVith  the  drugs  that  h«  uses,  it  is  different  The  cheapest 
and  least  reliable  products  are  chosen  by  the  mail-order  tned' 
ical  faker!  When  a  new  order  is  placed  for  so  many  thousand 
pills,  should  the  market  price  of  one  of  the  ingredients  that 
was  previously  used  have  gone  up,  another  cheaper  drug  js 
put  in  its  place.  Scientific  accuracy,  therapeutic  efficiency, 
common  business  honesty — these  have  no  place  in  the  diction- 
ary of  the  mail-order  quack.  • 

Even  the  published  foTmutas  of  the  concerns  presided  over 
by  E.  D.  Hayes  have  under^ne  great  changes  in  the  last  few 
yearn.  These  may  best  be  shotvn  by  arranging  the  ingredients 
of  the  various  formulas  in  parallel  columns: 

leiM  190S  IBll 

Eit.  Mnlrapuania  E«.  Mulrapunma  Urlkol 

Eit.  Saw  Palmetto  Bit.  Trilicnni  Powdered  Ext,  of  Ttltlcum 

Ext.  Nui  VomkB  EiC.  »umbu1  Potaaslum   Nitrate 

Zinc  Pbosphale  Eit,  Quassia  Janlper  Oil 

Ext.  Damlann  Eit.  Damlana  Kydnus 

Black  Indian  H?mp  Eit,  Saw  Palmetto  rnlclam  Hjpopbcwpliate 

Eit.  Nui  Vomica  Ext.  Nui  Vomica       Calchim  LActophospbate 

Ext.  of  Buehu  ZlDC  Pbosphld 

Aloln  Aloln  Caacara  Sagrada 

Sngar  Sugar  rbenolpEitlialeln 

Blaud'B  Mass  Blaud's  Maas 

Licorice  Ucorke 

Fodopbjltum 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  no  serious  attempt  has  been  made 
to  keep  even  the  published  formula  uniform.  If  these  chaises 
have  occurred  in  the  published  formula,  the  changes  in  the 
actual  composition  may  be  imagined. 

BLACKOCABDIHO   TBI;   DBUGQJST 

Like  most  mail-order  quacks,  the  Interstate  Remedy  Com- 
pany does  not  like  the  druggist  any  more  thai!  it  loves  the 
physician.  While  the  Detroit  concern  states  in  its  booklet  that 
Urikol  and  Kydnus  may  be  obtained  from  any  druggist  on  spe^ 
cial  order,  yet  it  would  prefer  "that  you  obtain  them  from  us 
direct,  for  several  reasons."  One  of  the  reasons  is  that  "the 
medicine  should  be  in  tablet  form"  and,  of  course,  the  druggist 
does  not  know  how  to  make  tablets!  Another  reason  is  that 
"there  are  a  number  of  ingredients  in  each  of  Formulas  1  and 
2  and  unless  they  are  thoroughly  mixed  together  the  ayner- 
gizing  effect  is  lost."  This  "synergizing"  humbug  will  sound 
familiar  to  physicians  who  remember  the  great  stress  that  the 
purveyors  of  so-called  ethical  proprietaries  used  to  lay  on  this 
same  point  a  year  or  two  ago  in  exploiting  their  wares. 
"Synergizing"  has  long  been  such  a  favorite  piece  of  clap-trap 
among  the  nostrum  fraternity  that  it  is  entirely  fitting  that 
the  Interstate  Remedy  Company  should  bring  it  into  use. 

But  the  vital  reason  that  you  should  order  Urikol  and  Kyd- 
nus from  Messrs.  Hayes,  Bourke  and  Coon,  alias  A.  E,  Robin- 
son, is  that  "a  great  many  unscrupulous  druggists  try  to  de- 
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ceive  their  castomera  into  taking  aomethiag  they  do  not  want, 
and  which  may  be  a  positive  damage  to  you  rather  thEHi  a 
beueflt."  So  the  patient  ig  warned  that  if  he  ordere  hta  Inter- 
stata  Remedy  "dope"  through  hia  local  dru^ist  he  should 
insist  on  the  druggist  giving  him  the  empty  packages  in  which 
Kydnua  and  Urikol  eaine! 

WHAT  ABB  tIBIKOL  AND  KTDNUS? 

To  determine  the  composition  of  the  preMription  fakes   id 

Formulas  1  and  2,  that  is,  Urikol  and  Kydnus,  it  was  decided    ' 

to  ohtain  ipecimens  of  these  products  direct  from  the  Inter- 
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Tided  thej  carried  Id  stock  all  ol  tbe  drugs  called  for — -a 
nnlLkelf  BUppoeition.  Of  course,  the  company  even  at  that  time  sent 
■  package  o(  plUa  b;  express  C.  O.  D..  slmullaneODSly  with  tbe 
"free  preacrlptloas,"  Above  la  a  photographic  reproduction 
(reduced)  ol  tbe  older  "free  preacrlptlouB." 

state  Remedy  Company.  Accordingly,  a  Chicago  druggist  was 
asked  to  write  direct  to  the  Interstate  Remedy  Company  for 
an  orijginal  package  of  Urikol  and  an  original  package  of 
EydnuB.     This  was  done,  but  the  Detroit  concern,  instead  of 


,i)Oglf 
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sending  whftt  waa  ordered,  tried  to  do  whnt  it  bos  charged 
druggists  with  doing,  substitute,  and  sent  one  of  ita  packages 
of  pills  similar  to  the  regular  $3.50  C.  0.  D.  "treatment." 
This  the  druggist  returned  and  insisted  that  he  wanted  half- 
ounce   packages   of   Urikol   and   Kydnus,   respectiveljr.     These 


~     DR.  AJURONNSON    "-— — r 
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Pbotoerapblc  facsimile  (reduced)  o(  part  of  the  Srst  of  a 
serJeB  of  "form  letters"  sent  to  lodlvldualB  who  apply  for  tbe  "free 
prescription."  All  of  the  letter  la  printed  in  Imitation  typewriting 
except  the  parts  around  which  lines  have  been  drawn ;  theae  are 
tilled  In  by  means  of  a  typewriter  so  as  to  give  the  Impression  that 
tbe  letter  Is  a  personal  com  muni  cat  Ion. 

finally  came  and  were  turned  over  to  the  American  .Medical 
AsBOciation  laboratory  for  investigation.  The  Association's 
chemists  reported  as  follows: 

LABOBATOBT   BBPOBT 

Urikol. — The  powder  in  the  box  labeled  "Urikol"  is  greenish 
yellow  in  color  and  possesses  an  odor  in  which,  among  others. 
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Water-soluble  mattci 
Alcobol- soluble  matt 
CtalDfotoriD-BoIuble  o 
Insoluble  matter   . . 

Mototupe   

Undetermined 


The  portion  soluble  in  water  contains  what  appears  to  be 
sugar  and  some  drug  extracts,  the  most  prominent  appearing 
to  be  buchu.  The  slcoliol- soluble  part  lias  in  general  tlie  same 
properties  as  the  water-soluble  portion.  The  substance  solnble 
in  chloroform  was  identitled  as  hexamethylenamin.     The  por- 
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thrive 

form 

nd  IN-Tdnua 
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pany 

Pbotogrsphlc  retroductioa 
wnt  Id  answer  to  the  request  for  I 
recipe  is  shown  on  the  rUbt  inni 
Diss  two  of  wh  b  eontaln  paten 
— wblcb  can  be  nbtalned  onb  tr  u 
In  otber  words    the  offer  of  a     free  re  ipe     la  a  mere  cat  n  ponnj' 

tion  ineoluble  in  the  above  solvents  consists  approximately  of 
equal  parts  of  starch  and  calcium  ctrbonate  The  remainder 
of  the  powder  is  chiefly  moisture  Th  presence  of  alkoloids 
arsenic  or  metals  could  not  be  demonstrnto  1 

Loo 


274  QUACKERY 

From  these  results  it  appears  that  the  powder  called  Urikol 
is  esBentiall;  a  small  quantity  of  hexamethyleaamiD  and  some 
drug  extracts  in  a  mixture  of  starch,  sugar  and  calcium  car- 

Kydnu». — The  powder  in  the  box  labeled  "Kydnus"  is  light 
brown  in  color,  possessing  a.  taste  and  a  slight  odor  of  hydrogen 
sulphid.     Quantitative  analysis  yielded  the  following! 

Watel-Bolable  matter 38,75.  per  cent. 

Dilute  acid-soluble  matter 27.20  per  cent. 

Concentrated  acld-soiuble  matter.  2.D4  per  cent. 

Insoluble  matter 28.08  per  cent 

UolBture   2.80  per  cent. 

Undetermined 0.23  pec  cent 

100.00 

The  portion  Bolutjie  in  water  consists  of  about  32  per  cent. 

sugar  and  the  rest  potaasiuin  and  calcium  sulphates.  The  acid- 
soluble  part  consists  of  about  27  per  cent,  calcium  carbonate 
and  about  0.2  per  cent,  calcium  sulpbid.  The  pojtion  solubla 
in  concentrated  acid  consists  of  iron  equivalent  to  about  3  per 
cent,  ferric  oxid.  The  residue  insoluble  in  the  abore  solvents 
is  practically  entirely  starch.  The  remainder  ot  the  powder  ia 
chicUy  moisture. 

From  these  results  it  is  concluded  that  Kydnus  is  essentially 
a  mixture  of  calcium  carbonate,  starch  and  sugar  containing 
a  small  quantity  of  calcium  sulpbid  and  iron. 

As  usual,  of  course,  it  is  found  that  the  nostrums  used  by 
these  quacks  are  drugs  that  are  in  common  use  by  regular 
physicians.  It  is  the  same  old  story;  Well-known  drugs  envel- 
oped in  a  cloud  of  secrecy  and  mystery,  endowed  with  prop-. 
erties  they  do  not  possess  and  sold  at  a  price  enormously  in 
excess  of  their  worth. 


Kor  do  these  qu'acks  confine  themselves  exclusively  to  the 
"recipe  for  men"  fraud.  They  have,  as  a  side-line,  the  "Inter- 
state Woman  Medicine,"  by  which  they  are  able  to  humbug 
Buffering  women.  In  tljeir  booklet  "How  Women  Cure  Them- 
selves at  Home"  tbcy  repeat  almost  verbatim  some  of  the  mat- 
ter timt  appears  in  the  other  booklet  issued  to  "weak  men." 
To  quote; 


"When    a    man    la    young    he  "When  a  woman  la  yoang  she 

makes      body      poisons      by      the  makes      body      poisons     by      the 

philter  full,  but  the  vigor  of  bla  philter  full,  but  tbe  yIkof  of  her 

tissues  casts  them  tortb,"  tissues  casts  them  for^." 

"The  body  suITera  la  brain  and  "The  body  Bufferg  In  bcain  and 

muscle    and    nerve ;    to   greater  muscle   and    nerve ;    to   grealer 

extent  than  the  liver;  most  dis-  extent  In  tbe  liver;  most  disas- 

astrously  ot  all  In  the  kidney."  trously    of    all    In    tbe    kidney, 

bladder   and   organs   of   genera- 
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"In  short,  with  adTanclnj;  age  "In  Bhorl.  with  adTflnclng  age 
a  man  must  se«k  kidney  help.  a  womsn  must  seek  help  for  the 
It  muBt  be  fortlfled.  Its  taake  vital  ornanH.  These  are  hec 
overmaster  Kb  strength.  Its  weak  spots.  Thej  muat  Ve  tor- 
outcry  Is  feebleness/'                             tlfled.      Their    '—^-    


Their  outcry 
even  pretty  well  people  "What  evtn  pretty  well  womi 

53%  ■ 

„._. _.    11-   ■■■ 

Imperative."  gent  assistance  Imperative 

"It  la  a  duty  you  owe  yourself  "'It  ia  a  duty  you  owe  youraell 

to   fake   heed    of   your  kidney's  to    lake    heed   of    your    health, 

health.     You  have  no  excuse  (oc  You  have  no  eicuse  for  neglect, 

neglect.      There   la   little   cbaace  There  la  little  chance  far  escape 

[or  escape  In  our  opinion."  In  our  opinion." 


Bhonld  havt,  ..  _ 

help.     The  waning  power  of  thi 

body  to  get  tld  of  Its  own   pol  .._..__,      

— s  makes  Intelligent  asslstaoce      Its   own    poisons   makes   Intelll- 


"Therefore,  nee  the  Urlkol  and  ,    . 

Kjdnus  treatment — It  has  every   ,  Medicine'      treatment—  ..      

recommendation ;     simple,    safe  every    recommendation :    slmiJIe. 

and    quick    acting,    and    conse'  safe,    quick    acting   and    conae- 

luently  Ineipenslve."  queutly  Ineipe naive." 

All  of  which  means  that  the  Interstate  Itemedj  Company 
exiata  not  for  its  pretended  purpose  of  furnishing  profeasioital 
adTice  and  treatment  to  tiie  ill,  but  to  capitalize  sjckneaa  and 
wring  dividends  from  distress. 

MAIL-OBDEB    FAKES 

Founded  on  falsehood,  maintained  by  deceit,  dependent  on 
ignorance — mail-order  medical  fakers  are  concerned  only  with 
the  comniercializing  of  auffering.  In  place  of  the  knowledge 
of  the  family  physician,  they  offer  only  an  ignorance  that  is 
as  dense  as  it  is  dangerous;  for  the  kindly  personal  interest 
of  the  home  doctor,  they  substitute  a  set  of  "form  letters"; 
instead  of  the  confidential  and  private  consideration  of  the 
patient's  infirmities,  the  mail-order  quacks  give  them  all  the 
publicity  of  a  targe  corps  of  mailing  clerks  and  finally  sell  the 
patients'  letters  to  others  in  the  same  business;  in  place  of  an 
individualized  treatment,  they  prescribe  stock  pills  and  tablets 
of  the  cheapest  and  least  reliable  kind — instead,  in  fact,  of 
treating  the  patient  as  a  suffering,  human  entity,  the  victim 
of  sickness  is  a  mere  customer  in  whom  the  quack  is  interested 
only  to  the  extent  of  the  length  of  his  purse  or  the  eaae  with 
which  he  may  be  swindled, — (From  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  Oct. 
7, 1911,  with  oddtttons,;. 

HUTHlOtA 

The  Nutriola  Company  of  Chicago  was  a  Maine  corporation 
organized  about  1S94,  with  authorized  capital  stock  of 
8150,000',  divided  into  150,000  shares  of  the  par  value  of  $1 
each.  The  capital  stock  was  later  increased  to  $500,000. 
Edward   F.   Hanson  was  the  promoter  of  the  company.     The 
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actual  buaiaesa  of  the  concern  was  that  of  selling  its  stock 
on  the  instalment  plan  to  small  investors  throughout  the 
country;  its  ostensible  business  was  the  manufacture  and  sale 
of  certain  medical  preparations  known  as  "Nutriola"  and 
"Nutriola  Preparations."  The  mail  was  the  principal  instru- 
mentality used  in  the  conduct  of  the  husinesa,  and  pTacIically 
alt  of  the  stock  disposed  of  tvas  sold  through  that  medium. 
The  aale  of  stock  was  accomplished  by  advertisements  and  the 
dissemination  of  vatldus  pamphlets  and  circulars  through  the 

One  of  the  principal  arguments  made  by  the  company  to 
induce  people  to  buy  its  stock  was  that  investors  would  secure 
an  interest  in  the  concern  which  would  earn  tremendous  ■ 
profits  because  the  medicines  sold  by  it  were  new  and  wonder- 
ful. Hanson  claimed  that  the  remedies  exploited  by  him  had 
been   discovered   only   after   the   expenditure   of   over  $80,000. 


iiTl 
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advcrllsemeDt  of  Nu-trl-ola   Bkln   Food   that  appeared   in   a 
SO  paper.     AnalyBla  showed  that  this  DDstrum  was  ^  per  cent. 
a  witb  a  small  quantity  of  ilnc  compounds.    Nu-trl-ola  remedies 
were  naed  chiefly  as  the  means   ol  selling  stock  on   the  maiJ-otder 
plan.    Tbe  concern  was  declared  traudtilcnt  by  the  govemmeDt. 

As  a  matt«r  of  fact,  there  was  nothing  either  new  or  wonderful 
about  these  remedies,  which  were  actually  made  for  the 
Nutriola  Company  by  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit,  Seabury  & 
Johnson,  New  York,  and  C.  L.  Patch  Manufacturing  Company, 
Stoneham,  Mass.  The  Nutriola  Company's  medicines  consisted 
of  the  following  products:  "Blood  and  Nerve,"  "Skin  Food," 
"Liver  and  Kidney  Treatment,"  "Vaginela"  and  "LaxatiTe 
Granules." 

"Blood  and  Nerve"  consisted  of  three  different  kinds  of 
tablets;  red,  white  and  yellow.  The  red  tablets  were  nothing 
more  than  Blaud's  mass — that  is,  simply  iron  pills;  the  white 
tablets  were  essentially  strychnin  pills,  while  the  yellow  tab- 
lets, apparently,  consisted  of  nothing  but  ginger. 

"Skin  Food"  was  an  ointment-like  substance  consisting 
essentially  of  over  90  per  cent,  petrolatum  (vaseline)  with  7 
per  cent,  of  zinc  compounds. 

"Liver  and  Kidney  Treatment"  consisted  of  brown   tablets, 
containing,    as    the    essential    drugs,    buchu    and    potass 
nitrate,  both  of  which  have  a  distinct  action  c 
Nothing  having  any  selective  action  on  the  livei 
the  Government  chemists. 


the  kidneys, 
was  found  by 


MAILORDER     COXCERyS  277 

"Vaginela"  consisteil  of  a  greenish -colorfd,  tiiglily  aromatic 
tablets-  containing  large  amounts  of  starch,  borax  and  boric 
acid  with  Hmalt  qtinntitips  of  salycilic  and  tannic  acids. 

"Laxative  Granules"  conaiated  of  red  pilla  containing  ca«- 
cara,  jalap  and  rhubarb. 

The  post-office  department  investigated  this  concern,  exam- 
ined its  advertising  claims  and  tlie  reports  of  the  government's 
chemists  on  tlieir  analyses  of  the  Sutriola  remediea  and  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  concern  was  fraudulent.  According 
to  the  newspapers,  at  the  time.  Hanson  was  sentenced  to  one 
year  in  the  penitentiary  at  hard  labor  and  fined  $5,000. 
(Abatracted  from  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  April  SS,  1066.) 

DR.  KAIHBY  MEDICINE  COHPAIfY 

The  sordidness  and  general  disreputableness  of  the  mail-order 
medical  business  again  has  been  brought  to  public  attention 
by  the  recent  Chicago  tragedy  in  which  Dr.  James  M.  Rainey 
shot  and  killed  his  one-time  partner.  Loucn  V,  Atkins.  Rainey, 
a  graduate  of  the  Eclectic  Sledical  Institute  of  Cincinnati,  has 
for  many  years  operated  in  Chicago,  in  partnership  with 
Atkins,  a  quack  medicine  concern  known  as  the  '"Dr.  Rainey 
Medicine  Company;"  at  the  same  time  he  lifts  been  manager 
of  the  American  Animal  Therapy  Co. 

The  former  concern  sold  a  "general  debility  cure"  called 
"Vitaline"— said,  by  the  way.  to  be  put  up  by  one  of  the  large 
"ethical"  pharmaceutical  houses — which  was  advertised  in 
the  cheap-grade  magazines  and  sold  on  the  mail-order  plan, 
no  local  business  being  sought.  The  nostrum  was  sold  at  $1 
a  bottle  or  6  bottles  for  $5.  It  appeared  from  tlie  testimony 
given  at  the  inquest  that  when  a  "patient"  became  dissatis- 
fied with  the  Vitaline  "treatment"  and  tlireatened  to  cause 
trouble  for  the  concern  an  effort  was  made  to  turn  him  over 
-  to  what  they  called  the  "special  treatment"  department.  A 
question  blank  would  be  sent  which  when  filled  out  by  the 
victim  was  supposed  to  be  used  aa  a  basis  for  "diagnosing" 
the  case. 

On  the  other  hand  the  American  Animal  Therapy  Co.,  with 
which  Rainey  was  connected,  markets  a  "lymph  compound" 
■which  is  recommended  for  "locomotor  ataxia,"  "paralysis," 
'loss  of  memory"  and  "epilepsy ;"  this,  of  course,  claims  to 
be  an  "ethical"  (save  the  mark!)  preparation  as  it  is  adver- 
tised to  physicians;  thus  Rainey  seems  to  have  been  working 
both  the  medical  profession  and  the  public. 

Atkins 'and  Rainey  had  frequently  quarreled  over  the  method 
of  conducting  the  business  of  the  "Dr.  Eainey  Medicine  Com- 
pany" and  at  the  coroner's  inquest  the  evidence  indicated  that 
Atkins,  who  was  not  a  physician,  occasionally  sent  out  "litera- 
ture" which  the  more  conservative— or  shrewd — Rainey  de- 
clared would  bring  the  concern  into  trouble  with  the  po.stal 
authorities.    Tilings  finally  got  to  the  pass  where  Rainey  n  ' 
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drew  from  the  "Dr.  Rainey  Medicine  Company"  and  opened 
in  the  same  building  a  rival  concern  called  "Dr.  Jamea  M. 
Rainey,  incorporated."  The  aimilErity  of  names  of  the  two 
companies  cauacd  much  trouble  and  confusion  in  the  delivery 
of  the  mail  and  recently  Atkins  had  changed  the  name  of  his 
concern  to  the  "Anierican  Home  Treatment  Company." 

Ae  is  common  witb  mail-order  medicine  companies,  one  of 
their  methods  of  getting  the  names  of  prospective  victims 
was  to  purchase  them  from  "letter  brokers."  These  "brokers" 
buy  and  sell  the  letters  of  those  unfortunates  who  have  been 
so  unwise  as  to  write  to  quacks  or  "patent  medicine"  houses. 
Not  only  did  Rainey  and  Atkins  buy  the  names  of  possible 
"patients"   but   they    evidently    sold    the    original   letters   of 


RpproductioQ  dfreBtly  fduced)  of  typical  advertisements  of  the  "Dr.  Ralncj 
Medicine  ronipnnj"  and  tlic  "American  Home  Treatment  Tumpany."  Notice 
that  the  only  diffcrtnw  between  (liem  Is  that  in  the  latter  Ralnej's  Dame  has 
been  omitted  and  bis  picture  replaced  by  that  o(  aoother.  While  "Vllallne"  la 
advertised  In  papers  and  magailoce  as  a  -siire  cure"  foe  a  vast  number  ol 
dlReS'V";,  Its  exploiters  would  not  dnre  put  sacb  statements  on  the  label  or  the 
Vltalino  bottiea.  The  federal  sovernment.  througb  the  "puce  food  law."  pro- 
hibita  lying  on  the  label,  but  It  cnnnot— oc  at  least  does  not— prohibit  the 
printing  of  falsetioode  in  periodicals. 


their  past  customers.  In  the  list  sent  out  by  one  of  the 
largest  ''letter  brokers"  in  the  country  we  find  tabulated  under 
"Female  Complaint  Letters,"  "7,900  Dr.  Rainey  Med.  Co.  1908 
&  1909"  letters  for  sale.  It  waa  this  very  practice  of  buying 
letters  that  led  to  the  tragedy.  Atkina  had  received  and 
cashed  a  money-order  that  was  intended  for  Rainey'and  when 
the  return  of  the  money  was  demanded  Rainey  was  accused 
of  having  taken  the  name  of  the  person  sending  it  from 
Atkins'  mailing  list,  Rainey  claimed,  however,  to  have  pur- 
chased the  name  from  a  "letter  broker"  and  the  quarrel  com' 
menced  which  ended  in  Atkins'  death.  It  would  be  interesting 
to  trace  back  the  chain  of  events  which  led  up  to  the  homicide; 
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doubtless  a  poor,  humbugged  victim — probably  a  woman — 
who  had  at  some  time  written  to  a  ^^onsciencelesa  quack  hop- 
ing for  relief  from  some  imaginary  or  real  ailment;  after 
-being  "worked"  to  the  extent  of  her  purse  and  being  no 
longer  profitable  prey,  her  letter  is  sold  to  the  "brokers." 
At  the  inquest  it  was  shown  that  Atkins,  who  was  interested 
in  several  "Men  Specialists"  concerns,  was  of  a  quarrelsome 
disposition  and  had  at  various  times  threatened  Rainey  and 
others.  The  jury  exonerated  Rainey  and  he  waa  released 
from   cuBtody. 

Occurrences  like  these  have  an  economic,  and  aociologic 
interest.  They  turn,  for  an  all-too-brief  period,  the  search- 
light  of  pubEcity  into  the  dark  and  noisome  pit  of  quackery 
and  nostrum  exploitation  and  make  clear  the  miserable  sordid- 
ness  and  fraud  inseparable  from  it.  Did  the  hapless  victims 
but  know  the  pretense,  the  sham,  the  ignorance,  the  utter 
disregard  for  anything  connected  with  the  patient  save  his 
dollars,  that  characterize  the  average  individual  who  con- 
ducts a  mail-order  medical  concern,  it  would  be  but  a  short 
time  before  an  outraged  and  indignant  public  would  force 
the  whole  disreputable  business  out  of  existence,  [from  The 
Journal  A.  U.  A.,  Oct.  1,  1910.) 


SOCISTT   OF   UNIVERSAL   SCIENCE 

For  the  past  three  years,  a  concern  styled  the  Society  of 
Universal  Science  has  been  doing  a  mail-order  business  in 
selling  "courses"  that  purported  to  teach  the  "Laws  of  Human 
Electricity  and  Their  Application  to  Health,  Mind  Power  and 
Spiritual  Growth."  The  president  of  this  so-called  society  was 
one  Andrew  McConnell ;  in  fact,  McConnell  seems  to  have  beeii 
the  "whole  thing."  Offices  were  maintained  in  New  York  and 
Chicago.  Dupee  were  obtained  by  means  of  the  usual  news- 
paper advertisements,  although  this  method  was  supplemented 
by  the  "free  lecture"  scheme.  In  connection  with  the  lectures, 
McConnell  seems  to  have  succeeded  in  fooling  a  number  of 
people,  men  who  should  have  known  better,  and  the  names  of 
these  individuals  have  been  used  by  him  for  the  purpose  of 
lending  an  air  of  respectability  to  his  mail-order  business. 

Those  who  wrote  to  the  "society"  for  information  were  sent 
a  fifty-page  booklet  entitled  "Organic  Electricity — the  McCon- 
nell Researches — Health  Booklet,"  and  a  form  letter  of  the 
style  so  much  used  by  those  engafied  in  operating  mail-order 
medical  businesses.  Briefly,  McConnell  put  forward  the  fol- 
lowing proposition: 

1.  "Life  power  In  tbe  human  bodj  Is  ele'ctrleltj." 

2.  "Health   is    measured    b;    tbe    umounC    of    eleFtrlcit;    la    encb 

3.  "The  electric  energy  of  life  can  be  Increased  by  following  (be 
liiW8  of  electricity." 

4.  "The  electric  energy  of  the  human   body   la  tlic  grpnt  solvent 
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McConnell  claimed  to  hate  discovered  thrae  facts"  in  his 
attempt  to  cure  I  imaelf  of  nervous  prostration  heart  trouble 
etc       Like  the  lady  in  t1  e    patent  medicine    advertisement  ha 

had  tried  a!l  the  usual  statems  of  healing  without  avail 
Then  he  di  CN>iered  organic  electricity  and  all  was  well 
The  booklet  explai  is  how  marvelous  cures  are  brought  about 
by  those  wl  0  are  uilling  to  purchase  the  correspondence  course 
sent  out  hj   McConnell 

Have  vou  indigestion' 
n      prove  digestion   to   be   enti  ely   an   electrical   pcocees  which 
ciplnlns  Hhy  the  science  of  human     leclrlcltv  Is  curing  all  cases  of 
Indigestion 

Are  jou  troubled  with  insomnn! 
nc  1  nve  dlsio  ered   physical   ln»a  by  means  o(  which 

one  draws  (be  energy  froia  the  brain  1o  the  vital  organs  and  sleep 
Is    the    Inevitable    r  suit  [Evideatlv      to    those    embracing    the 

McConoeli  B}stem   Ihe  b  ain  1    not  o  vital  oi^an  ] 

Possibly  you  are  troubled   with   constipation 
Constipation  Is  primarily  caused  by  Ins  itli  lent  electricity  In  the 
intestines  Through   our  method   of   I  aching   the   student 

(he  s  lentifi  way  o(  How  to  genfrotc  more  vital  [  ce  In  tbe  body 
the  intestines  g  t  the  Increased  supply  which  Inc  eaies  the  muscular 
actlvltj    which  in  lurn  r      ove    the  cause  of    onstipatlon 

Have  you  paralysis? 

"We  teach  the  student  bow  tu  make  tbe  paralyzed  part  a  mag- 
netic center  .  .  This  Is  the  sclentlSc  way  ta  cure  paralysis. 
.     .     .     The  worst  cases  have  been  overcome  in  a  (ew  months," 


Are  you  going  blind? 

"Tlic  eye  power  Is  largely 
raliable  In  the  body     .  .     . 
1  a  short  time  by  learning  tc 
re     .     .     .     We  have  hivd  a 

regulated  by  the  a 
Everyone  can  ovf 
1  produce  and  dlrec 

mount  of  electricity 

■t  more  power  to  the 
jults  In  all  types  ot 

Are  you  in  the  last  stages  of  consumption? 
-When    this   dread    disease    reaches    the    last    stages,    Its    cure    Is 
arduous  and  dlQlcult  but  still  possible." 

Do  you  suffer  from  uric,  acid  poisoning! 

"The  electric  energy   of  the   human  body  Is   the  great  and  only- 
solvenl  power  of  uric  acid." 


■ontrol  will  cure  acy  known  malady." 
Has  one  of  your  lungs  been  partly  destroyed  by  tuberculosis? 
Ilaa  the  structure  of  your  kidneys  succumbed  to  the  inroads 
.of  nephritis? 


matter  to  graiiually  rebuild  anj  dlsensid  pait  of  thi  body 

All  ot  these  wonderful  results  may  be  accomplished — accord 
ing  to  the  McConnell  booklet — bv  taking  a  mail  order  course 
in  "human  electricity."  Of  course  there  are  testimonials  most 
of   them    from   ivonien    who    apparently     have   been   cured   of 


.CDt.)!^!!.' 


MAIL-ORDER     COKCBRNS  281 

immstenal  maladies  at  the  expense  of  some  material  cash 
Two  or  three  indiiiUiiala  who  place  M  D  after  their  iiamei 
testif;  to  the  uonUera  uf  the  McCunnell  system  One  is  i 
man  whose  name  recently  appeared  among  the  incorporators 
of  a  drugtees  liealing  college  that  la  being  founded  bi  tl  e 
advertising  manager  of  Peruna  C  "5  tarr  lb  other  M  D 
■a  on  the  faculty  of  an  institution  that  gives  mail  order  courses 
in     chiropractic 

Should  the  first  form  letter  to  the  proiipecti%e  Mctim  fail  to 
bring  to  the  Society  of  Univer^il  SclP^ce  the  $25  that  is  asked 
for  the  course  he  is  bombarded  nith  the  usual  follow  up 
letters  so  dear  to  the  heart  of  the  mail  order  quack  The 
price  IS  reduced  to  !tl3  00  and  finally  the  first  and  second 
lectures  are  offered  for  $1  00  The  supph  of  ea=y  marks  for 
a  proposition  of  this  kind  is  always  large  and  the  business 
has  doubtless  been  a  profitable  one  Ai  I  as  already  been  said 
McConnell  succeeded  in  getting  the  endorsement  of  some  men 
who  should  have  known  belter 

One  of  such  men  was  the  Rev  Dr  Robert  S  Mac  Arthur 
^^ho  stands  high  in  the  religious  worl  I  On  Jul>  190S  at 
Carnegie  Hall  in  New  iork  tit^  Mr  Mac4rthur  is  repo  ted 
to  have  introduced  Anirew  Mctonnell  to  an  audience  of  se\ 
eral  thousand  people  in  the  foUoning  terms 

This  IB  an  occasion  ot  remarkable  interest  It  is  tie 
beginning  ot  a  worldwide  movement  Tie  days  of  medi 

evaltsm  are  passed  I  believe  in  the  lG3d  psalm    which 

says  that  dod  healeth  How»  By  Ian  working  through  human 
initru mentality  Dr  McConnell  has  gone  through  many  forms 
of  h  aling  He  has  found  the  force  behind  them  all  has  found 
tl  c  law  and  when  he  found  the  Ian  he  found  God  Almighty 
b  mself  I   believe   that   He   has   called  Dr    McConnell   to 

interpret  God  m  the  human  b  di 

Besides  the  introducing  clergyman  there  were  many  well 
known  cituens  ot  the  metropolis  all  aym pathetically  inter 
ested  in  the  founder  of  the    Lni^ersal  Science     the    euratue 

In  such  an  eminently  respectable  atmosphere  then  was  the 
McConnell  psychotherapeutic  boom  launched  How  has  it 
ended*  A  week  or  two  ago  this  wret  I  td  man  surrendered  to 
the  police  of  New  \ork  Citj  A  pathetic  figure  indeed  nas 
taken  into  cuetodj  his  eyes  red  from  ueepng  his  hair 
unkempt — McConnell  was  obi  ouslj  o  nenoua  wre  k  He 
i  ad  under  tl  e  alleged  impulse  of  delusions  that  sl  e  waa  inter 
fenng  with  his  greit  work  shot  at  I  t  wife  twice  one  bull  t 
striking  her  in  the  back  of  her  bead  as  she  was  fleeing  from 
liim  At  the  time  of  his  arreat  bis  pockets  nere  filled  with 
testimonials  praising  I  is     st  stem 

What  other  than  gloomy  cimment  is  possible  in  these  cir 
cumatancest  bhall  the  Rei  Dr  Mac^rtlur  go  nsrifhei' 
We  have  got  by  medievalism  declared  he  Was  there  eier 
BO   complete   a   reversion   to   medievalism  as   (i  la   clergyman  s 
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exploitation  of  one  who  is  evidently  a  paranoiac?  la  such  tlie 
kind  of  psychologic  healing  which  the  clergy  would  be  under- 
stood as  upholding,  the  kind  they  would  themselves  be  consid- 
ered proficient  int  Moreover,  the  large  audiences  of  McCon- 
nell  were  attended  by  many  educated  people.  Yet  if,  among 
all  those  people  of  superior  enlightenment,  there  was  a  single 
individual  of  training  in  psychology  and  mental  therapeutics 
sufficient  to  estimate  reusonably  the  claiDis  put  forth  by 
McConnell,  his  identity  has  ever  since  been  most  sedulously 
concealed. 

Apparently  McConnell  ia  an  irresponsible  paranoiac  and,  if  so, 
should  not  be  at  large.  But  in  these  premises  should  not 
some  responsibility  rest  on  a  clergyman  who  is  probably  the 
acknowledged  head  in  these  United  States  of  a  great  division 
of  the  Christian  church !  Were  not  he,  and  those  other 
"intellectuals"  who  listened  so  gravely  to  McConnell's  idiotic 
vaporings  about  "life"  and  "health"  and  "electricity"  and  all 
the  rest,  who  hailed  this  poor  dement  as  the  discoverer  of  a 
,  new  philosophy  and  of  an  unprecedented  healing  art — were 
not  they  all  together  fostering  the  megalomania  which  has 
■  esulted  in  a  homicidal  frenzy  of  well-nigb  fatal  consequence? 
Briefly,  the  matter  amounts  to  thist  Men  and  women  who 
should  have  known  better  have  lent  the  weight  and  respcct- 
abilily  of  their  names  to  a  scheme  that  was  as  bizarre  and 
unreasonable  as  its  originator  was  mentally  unstable.  Scores 
of  ignorant  people,  and  dozens  of  those  not  so  ignorant,  have 
been  humbugged  and  swindled  by  tlie  McConnell  fake.  The 
desperately  ill,  the  hopelessly  invalided,  those  who  through 
the  sickness  of  themselves  or  of  those  dependent  on  them  are 
ready  to  grasp  at  any  therapeiitic  straw,  however  worthless — 
those  are  the  ones  that  are  made  to  suffer  mentally,  physically, 
and  financially  by  such  schemes  as  McConnell's  Society  of  Uni- 
versal Science.  Only  those  who  have  followed  up  specific 
instances  of  the  harm  done  by  paeudomedical  cults  know  the 
tragedies  for  which  such  organizations  are  responsible.  That 
such  tragedies  should  be  possible  in  this  twentieth  century  is 
an  anomaly  and  a  disgrace. —  (From  The  Journal  A.  M.  A., 
Jan.  13,  mS.) 

■■PBOFESSOR"  SAMUELS  AND  HIS  EYE  WATER 

One  of  the  latest  comets  to  flash  across  the  firmament  of 
quackery  is  "Professor"  H.  Samuels,  who  hails  from  Wichita, 
Kansas.  Samuels  claims  that  he  is  "the  only  living  person" 
who  "treats  through  the  eye"  the  following  diseases; 


Paralysis 

Bright '9  Disease 

Morphin  Habit 

Cataracts 

Eczema 

.      Heart  Troubre 

These  are  but  a  tithe  of  the  numerous  ailments  that  thia 
new  apostle  of  quackery  offers  to  "cure."  Samuels  has  been 
lavishly  spending  his  easily  made  money  in  advertising  space. 
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One-tbird  of  a  city  daily's  page 
is  no  unusual  amount  of  space 
for  him  to  use  for  a  single  ad- 
vertisement. 

The  business  ia  conducted 
along  the  lines  of  tlic  typical 
mail-order  fake.  A  series  of 
"follow-up"  circular  letters  so 
printed  as  to  simulate  indi- 
vidual type-written  letters, 
"symptom  blanks,"  the  inevita- 
ble and  ubiquitous  testimonial 
-  -these  and  such  other  para- 
phernalia as  go  to  make  up  the 
stock-in-trade  of  the  quack,  are 
used  by  Samuels  in  his  process 
of  swindling  the  sick  and  hum- 
luring  the  helpless.  He  em- 
phasizes two  points  in  all  his 
advertising  claptrap.  First  be 
wishes  to  treat  only  '"hard 
cases,  cases  that  the  regular 
doctor  can  do  nothing  for;"  sec- 
or.d,  he  wants  It  generally 
known  that  he  has  been  arrested 
many  times  for  irregular  prac- 

Samuels'  "remedy"  consists 
of  an  "eye  water"  which  is 
claimed  to  have  cured  ovarian 
tumor,  "paralysis  of  the  optic 
nerve,"  deafness,  tuberculosis 
and  various  other  ills.  Two 
epeeiinena  of  the  "eye  water" 
alleged  to  he  used  liy  Samuels 
have  been  sent  in  by  corre- 
spondents, from  nhoni  wp  loiini 
that  $5.00  an  ouncfi  is  cliarged 
for  the  stuir.  A  cursory  exam- 
ination of  both  samples  has 
been  made  in  the  Association 
loboratory  and  our  chnnists 
report  as  follows: 

"Each  of  the  two  samples  of 
the  solution  alleged  to  be  used 
by  Professor  Samuels  was  a 
colorless,  slightly  turbid  liquid 
having    a    salty    taste.      Eacli 

gave  tests   for   soJium   chlorid,       ,i,I™tiy*''re'cliiePd)''o("i 
sugar   and   a   trace  of  sulphate         toiumn  ai3yertl''emenc  of  "Pro 
In  ..iUer  wn.  n.1.1,  ™h  ..      J'"?.'.  jSS'.'~'T,llOi;  Ic 
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arsenic,  copper,  lead,  iroo,  etc.,  present  and  In  neither  could 
any  potent  alkaloids  be  detected. 

"One  of  the  samples  examined  was  too  small  to  make  a  quan- 
titative test  practicable.  Examination  of  the  larger  sample 
showed  that  the  sodium  clilorid  and  sugar  were  each  present 
in  about  the  same  quantity,  viz.,  T.5  grams  in  100  c.c.  (about 
35  grains  to  the  fluid  ounce). 

"The  following  formula  gives  a  solution  which  is  practically 
identical  with  tlje  larger  sample  examined: 

Hydrant    water     1  gallon 


"Approximate  value  6  cents  a  gallon;  alleged  selling  price 
?26.00  an  ounce." 

The  absurdity  of  attempting  to  cure  eonsumption,  the  mor- 
phin  liabit,  ovarian  tumor  and  scores  of  other  pathologic 
conditions,  by  merely  dropping  a  weak  solution  of  salt  and 
sugar  in  the  eye,  would  seem  sufliciently  apparent  to  render 
quackery  of  that  sort  unprofitable.  So  it  would  be,  were  it 
not  for  the  credulity  and  unfailing  optimism  of  the  chron- 
ically ill  toward  all  new  "treatments."  Samuels'  reasons  for 
wanting  to  "treat"  chronic  diseases  are  evident.  The  quack 
who  attempted  to  relieve  a  man's  toothache  or  headache  by 
dropping  a  little  salt  water  in  his  eye  and  charging  ?5.00  for 
the  process,  would  find  few  victims.  -But  with  sufferers  from 
chronic  diseases  the  case  is  different.  Ninety-nine  consump- 
tives out  of  a  hundred  will,  for  the  first  tew  weeks,  agree  that 
they  have  been  benefited  after  having  experimented  with  some 
new  "treatment."  And  the  less  scientific  the  treatment  and  the 
more  wildly  improbable  the  claims  made  for  it,  the  greater 
will  be  the  alleged  benefit  derived  from  it. 

To  devote  more  space  to  this  humbug  would  be  to  dignify 
it.  Suffice  it  to  say  the  whole  business  is  founded  on  falsehood 
and  fraud.  Any  man  wlio  will  take  money  from  a  consump- 
tive, an  epileptic  or  a  morphin  habitu^  under  pretense  of  cur- 
ing his  disease  with  such  an  inert  mixture  as  that  just 
described  is  an  unconscionable  scoundrel. 

It  is  a  sorry  commentary  on  our  civilization  that  the 
incurably  ill  cannot,  apparently,  be  protected  against  their 
own  credulity  and  the  wiles  of  those  who  would  fatten  on  their 
misfortune  and  profit  by  their  sufferings.  (From  The  Journal 
A.  M.  A.,  Dec.  i^,  ISIO.) 

Aftermath 

"Professor"  Samuels  has  returned  to  Wichita,  Kansas.  Some 
months  ago  he  left  the  western  city  and  transferred  his  mail- 
order business  to  Detroit.  If  he  did  this  in  the  belief  that 
Michigan  was  an  "easy"  state  and  that  he  would  be  free  from 
interference  by  the  authorities,  he  wus  disappointed.  He  had 
barely  settled  down  in  his  Detroit  offices  when  the  public  prose- 
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culoT  Mr  ifugh  Sbepard  raided  the  concern  seized  the  card 
index  of  Samuels  present  and  proapectue  Mctims  and  accord 
ing  to  the  newspapers  carried  off  a  barrel  of  sugar  and  a  bin 
of  salt  Fin  ling  Michigan  bo  unsvRipathetic  Samuels  has 
returned  to  Kansas  and  is  now  doing  busineaa  at  the  old 
stand  Detroit  is  to  be  felicitated  The  businesa  men  of 
Wichita  do  not  seem  to  be  \ery  enthusiaitic  oier  Samuels 
return  The  ofRcial  organ  of  the  Wichita  Business  Association 
in  diseuasing  fake  conijern*  in  that  city  makes  the  following 
reference  to  Samuels  without  mentioning  the  quack  s  naime 

Onlj  recently  Ibp  klag  of  giinckii  and  fakern  run  out  of  a  big 
Eastern  cit;  mer  llesaly  bandl  d  nlthout  gloTPH  by  (be  Amerl  an 
Medical  Asaoclalion  bas  returned  to  Wichita  Some  people  recelTed 
'■       -:tianr  wltb  0 " "-'-■"  "-"   •■--  ■" 
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If  Wichita  has  the  right  kind  of  public  prosecutor  that  city 
can  be  made  to  be  just  as  unhealthy  for  Samuels  as  Mr  Shep 
ard  made  Detroit  But  the  case  would  need  to  be  handle  I 
without  gloies  Samuels  business  is  a  fraudulent  one  and  in 
spite  of  his  wealth  amaised  by  selling  a  worthle'^s  miiture  as 
a  cure  foi  disease   hi<!  activities  in  this  line  can  be  curbed 

Like  all  mail  order  quacks  Samuels  chief  "stock  in  trade 
arc  his  testimonials  In  his  advertising  he  makes  much  of  the 
letters  that  he  claims  to  have  received  from  his  patieiita 
There  is  one  class  of  letters  that  be  receives  about  which  noth 
ing  la  aaid  We  reproduce  a  few  of  the  letters  of  this  kind 
Out  of  consideration  for  their  writers  we  omit  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  persons  sending  them  although  both  are  on 
file  in  The  Journal  office 

Tennessee   Feb   20    1912 
Pbop  II   Sauuels   Wichita   Kan 

Dear  Sir  — I  am  aendlnR  Ibe  treatment  back  that  jou  sent  my 
ntfe  Bom     time   ago       She   Is  dead    now       Tbe   treatment  you   sent 

ell  times  and  she  got  worse  rigbt  straight  Now  I  enclose  your 
treatment  back  to  y  u  and  I  want  my  monev  back  If  you  don  t 
1  am  going  to  pull  you  for  sending  something  that  made  my  nife 
worse  There  have  others  told  me  I  could  but  I  won  t  bother  vou 
1(  vou  will  send  my  m  nev  back  and  it  you  Ion  t  I  will  eie  what 
I  can  do  wltb  you      Anaillnt,  [or  quick  replv    I  am 

Yours  very  truly  W  F  S 

Ohio    Jan    21    IBll 
Peofessob  Samuels   H  ichlta   Kan 

Dear  Sir  — I  am  sorry  to  ti;Il  you  my  father  Is  dead  and  If  you 
have    not    sent    that    medl  Ine     pleai^    hold    snmf    and    r  turn    our 

We  are  greatly   In   need   of   mon  y   c 
Bend  our  money  back    pleaso  d     s 

If  yc  - 
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Dear  Sii: — RpceiTPd  your  letter,  but  Mr.  L.  wae  dead  at  that 
time.  He  passed  awaj  Saturda;,  Mar  6,  Kept  ap  with  ]iour 
medldne  til]  tbe  lant  dny ;  u-ied  only  balf  of  the  nni-  month's  trr'at^ 
ment  ■Will  yoo  take  the  medWne  Uark  that  ti  ]ftt  and  sPnd  mp 
aome  of  the  monev  hack,  at  leaet  tin  of  it,  as  I  am  a  widow  wllli 
three  ehtldreo.  now  can  use  the  maneT  badly.  Pipaae  let  me  know 
about  It  as  soon  nn  poKslble.  Have  the  medicine  In  a  cool  dark 
place.     Sours  respectlully,  Mas.  A.   L. 

NkbbaBka,  Feb.  20.   1912. 
PnoF.  H.  Sami-els,  Wlcblta,  Kan. 

Dear  Sir: — SomethtDg  near  two  monthfl  ago  I  sent  yoa  a  hank 
droft  for  tS  tor  a  month's  treatment  for  my  little  boy's  eye  who  by 
necldent  was  hit  In  the  eye  with  a  allek  and  thus  cut  In  the  edge 
of  the  pupil  of  the  eye.  We  rec'd  the  treatment  In  due  time  and 
used  It  according'  to  dirpctlone,  but  have  receiyed  no  tieneflt.  as  the 
boy  is  blind  in  that  e.ve.  I  sent  you  the  money  In  good  faith  and 
OD  your  own  recommeoilatlon  and  also  of  Mra.  S.  of  this  place,  who 
Is  taking  yonr  treatment.  New,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  we  have 
received  no  benefit  from  treatment,  do  you  not  feel  that  It  would 
be  rlsht  that   I   should   receive   my   JS  aKnInT 

Doc.  If  I  was  not  a  poor  man  and  bave  four  cbtldreo  to  look 
after  beside  my  wife.  I  would  say  nolbtnK  nt  all :  but  In  view  o( 
the  foredolne  facta  I  only  ask  to  lie  treated  by  you  the  Bams  as 
you  would  deaire  to  be  treateij  by  me  were  you  la  ray  stead.  I 
will  close,  hoping  to  hear  from  you  soon.     Sincerely  yours. 

A.  F.  S. 

Can  these  be  read  without  indignation?  Do  the  tragedies 
they  detail  call  forth  no  protest  against  the  heartless  cruelty 
of  the  mail-order  quack!  Must  we  wait  for  that  far-off  time 
when  the  inaasea  of  the  people  shall  have  developed  that 
healthy  scientifto  skepticism  that  will  make  quackery  impos- 
sible, before  doing  something  to  protect  the  wives  and  children 
who  are  heartlessly  swindled  by  frauds  of  this  kind?  Or  shall 
we  not  ask  our  legislators  to  lecognize  the  patent  fact  that  a 
large  proportion  of  the  public  needs  protection  against  its 
own  susceptibility  and  credulity  in  matters  so  closely  related 
to  its  own  health? 

The  Detroit  ^Teics  published  an  interview  that  one  of  its 
reporters  had  with  Samuels  at  the  time  this  quack  was  still 
living  in  one  of  the  most  expensive  hotel  suites  in  Detroit. 
When  seen  by  the  reporter  Samuels,  with  his  wife  and  daugh- 
ter, was  about  to  start  for  a  ride  in  his  motor  car.  After  the 
interview  was  over  Samuels  and  his  party  rode  off — but  let  the 
reporter  tell  it: 

"They  were  laughing  as  they  went  out  in  the  sunshine 
and  the  well-dre-'sed  little  party  looked  prosperous— the 
'pro'fessor'  has  cleaned  up  half  a  million  dollars  on  his  com- 
pound. But  as  they  slipped  into  the  tratlic  of  the  avenue, 
another  picture  seenied  to  arise  and  sit  beside  the  'professor' — 
a  gaunt  woman  holding  in  her  arms  a  heavily -breathing  child. 
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In  her  hand,  a  bottle  and  a  medicine  dropper.  She  touches 
the  forehead  and  starts  back.  The  wasted  little  body  is 
chilling  with  the  chill  of  d^tb.  The  profeasor  opens  a  letter. 
She  asks  for  the  return  of  the  money  she  sent  him.  She 
does  not  need  the  rest  of  the  treatment,  the  child  is  dead. 
"Then  there  ie  a  man  who  coughs  slowly  and  terribly.  His 
face  ia  the  color  of  chalk,  his  throat  is  sunken,  his  hands ' 
are  so  slender  the  bones  seem  to  start  through.  A  wife 
bends  over  and  drops  a  colorless  liquid  into  his  eye.  With 
the  application  goes  all  of  her  faith,  for  is  not  Professor  Sam- 
uels the  'Modern  Mosea' — he  says  so  himself  in  his  advertise- 
ments— who  will  lead  the  people  out  of  the  bondage  of  sickness 
and  sufferingt  And  mingled  with  these  are  many,  many 
others." 


THE   TURHOCK   MEDICAL   COMPANY 

The  consideration  which  has  been  accorded  quacks  and 
nostrum  mongers  by  the  daily  press — thanks  to  their  exten- 
sive advertising  patronage — has  led  to  a  slight  misappre- 
hension in  some  quarters.  Some  misguided  fakers  have  at 
times  thought  that  they  owned  the  preaa — that  all  they  had 
to  do  was  to  crack  the  whip  and  watch  the  journalistic  trick- 
dog  jump  through  the  hoop.  In  some  cases  the  gentlemen 
aflticted  with  this  obsession  have  been  severely  jarred  back 
into  the  world  of  realties. 

A  recent  case  of  this  sort  wa^  that  of  the  Turnock  Medical 
Company  of  Chicago.  This  concern  is  one  of  those  which 
advertise  to  cure  rheumatism  and  uric  acid  diseases  for  $3 
—more  or  less.  A  patient  who  had  sought  a  long-distance 
diagnosis  from  these  "noted  specialists"  found  that  he  had 
been  forwarded  unasked  a  bottle  of  Dr.  Turnock's  Genuine 
Discovery,  for  which  he  was  requested  to  remit  $3.  This 
he  refused  to  do  and  his  refusal  brought  from  the  company 
one  of  those  strictly  private,  personal  and  confidential,  heart- 
to-heart  circular  letters  which  play  so  important  a  part  in 
the  quack's  armamentarium.  The  "letter"  was  signed  by 
Dr.  T.  Frank  Lynott.  As  to  the  company's  ability,  reliability 
and  responsibility.  Dr.  Lynott  referred  the  victim  to  "the 
editor  of  any  Chicago  newspaper."  Dr.  Lynott  pointed  out, 
further,  that  the  cost  of  the  "whole  treatment  of  medicine" 
was  "simply  the  price  of  a  single  visit  to  any  reputable  physi- 
cian" and-  that  "I  charge  nothing  extra  for  my  professional 

Tbe  argument,  of  course,  is  not  a  strong  one,  as  the  rela- 
tion between  "any  repalable  physician"  and  Dr.  Turnock's 
Genuine  Discovery  as  administered  by  Dr.  Lynott  is  not  clear. 
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So,  evidently,  the  patient  thoiigtit,  for  he  wrote  to  the  editor 
of  one  of  the  Chicago  newspapers.  Unfortunately  for  the 
medical  company,  it  was  the  Chicago  Tribune  that  was  con- 
sulted and  this  paper  responded  to  the  inquiry  with  a  column 
writeup  of  the  Tumock  Medical  Company,  It  showed  that- 
some  other  "references"  given  by  the  concern  in  ita  advertis- 
ing matter  were  equally  unauthorized.  The  names  of  an 
alderman,  of  the  director  of  a  conservatory  of  music,  and  ol 
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better  add  parenthetically — except  the  Trtbune  4nd  that  will 
hs  about  as  comphmentarT  a  thing  is  any  newspaper  could 
«i5b!      (From   Tie  Journal   A     H     i     Jan    30    1909, 
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THE  VAN  BYSTERVEID  HEDiaHE  COMPANY 
If  it  were  not  tor  the  fact  that  self-drugging  is  always 
dangerous  and  that  swindling  people  in  always  criminal,  the 
study  of  the  genus  Faker  would  often  be  amusing.  Some 
quacks  are .  so  naively  dishonest,  so  frankly  fraudulent,  tu 
transparently  tricky  that  one  can  but  stand  aghast  at  the 
stupeadouB  gullibility  of  the  public  wliich  makes  tlieir  trade  a 
tbriving  one.  Some  medical  frauds  show  care  in  conception 
and  ezpertnesB  in  execution;  they  show,  in  fact,  that  skilled 
lawyers  have  been  consulted  to  determine  just  how  immoral 
a  concern  may  be  without  becoming  illegal.  On  the  other 
hand  there  are  some  takes  of  a  medical  nature  which  in  their 
crudeness  of  operation  excite  disgust  for  their  inventors  and 
contempt  for  their  victims. 
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Van  Bysterveld  Medicine  Co.,  Ltd. 

15  Sheldon  Sl„  Grand  Rapids,  1 
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The  Van  Bysterveld  Medicine  Co.,  Ltd.,  is  a  fraudulent 
concern  with  headquarters  at  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan.  It 
advertises  in  cheap  magazines  that  it  "will  locate  the  cause 
of  your  aches  and  paina"  free.  All  you  need  do  is  to  send 
in  a  sample  of  your  urine  "stating  age  and  sex"  and  they  will 
do  the  rest.  The  "expert"  who  performs  these  marvels  in 
3  A.  W.  Van  Bysterveld,  who,  we  are  told,  "has 
i  lifetime  in  examining  human  urine." 

A    LETTER    IS    WBITTEN 

A  few  inquiries  having  come  in  to  The  Joubnal  concerning 
this  company,  it  seemed  worth  while  to  make  some  inveitiga- 


spent  a 


,i)Oglf 


290 


QUACKERY 


tion  of  the  methodB  employeil  by  the  Van  Bysterveld  Medicine 
Companj'.  Accordingly  a  letter  from  a  suppoBititious  patient 
iras  sent  last  Marcli,  asking  for  "full  particulars  about  your 
cure  for  disease."  In  reply  the  company  sent  a  mailing  case 
containing  a  small  2-drHm  vial  (for  the  urine),  a  leaflet  and  a 
letter.  The  leaflet  had  for  its  front  cover  a  picture  of  "A.  W. 
\'an  Bysterveld,  Expert  Inspector  of  Urine."  Mr.  Van  B. 
seems,  from  his  picture  to  be  a  man  of  mediocre  intelligence  who 
rtins  to  naturally  curly  hair  and  an  artificially  curled  mus- 
tache. The  analytical  methods  employed  by  Mr.  Van  B.  in 
e  describtHl  as  follows: 


It  b  All  Important 


TTOU  SHOULD  KNOW 


Fliotograph[i;  reproduction  (reduced)  of  tbo  outside  cover  and  the 
Qrst   pngt  of  llie  tolflcr  sent   out  by   the  Van   Bystcrvcld   Mvdkine 

"This  Is  done  by  a  careful  and  secret  pcoceaa  handed  down  gen- 
eration after  generation,  and  moat  carelull;  guarded  br  the  old  fam- 
illcB  of  Europe.  Its  age  alone  entitles  It  to  the  conflSenee  ol  all. 
It  has  stood  the  t?st  of  ;eai'S  upon  years,  giving  at  all  time  sub- 
stantial proof  of  Its  undoubted  emcacj." 

9  characterized  thus: 


The  "expert 
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bottles  of  urine  a  year.  Tblg  alone  atampi  him  as  aa  authority  and 
of  exceptional  quallflcatlona.  In  conjanctlon  irlCh  blm  uro  cbe 
toaanitlns  pbyBlclans  nbo  prescribe  the  cemedles.  Tbls  comblna- 
Hon  aasnrei  jou  ol  a  medlclae  tbat  goes  direct  to  tbe  root  ot  the 
«tU." 

8evebal  letteb3  abx  uecbived 
The  letter  that  came  in  answer  to  tlie  inquiry,  referred  to 
the  mailing  case  and  pamplilet  that  were  being  sent  and  then 
went  on  to  say : 

"Oar  method  of  einmlnlnE  the  urine  and  tbereby  locatlUE  tbe 
CIUSB  of  trouble  and  prcBCrlbluK  medicine  Co  remore  tbe  cause, 
hiiB  prOTed  moat  succeaaful  Id  tbe  past. 

"Our  leea,  when  urine  la  Bent  by  mall,  are  tl.2S  per  week,  nblcb 
Inclndes  a  careful  examination  ol  tbe  urine  and  medicine  euough  to 
last  one  week." 

This  letter  was  signed  by  the  company  but  the  initials  of, 
preHumably,  the  writer  were  given  as  "0.  R.  S."  In  a  clipping 
which  we  have  on  file  from  a  Grand  Rapids  (Mich.)  paper  we 
learn  that  George  E.  Stark,  MJ).,  of  Grand  Rapids,  is  secretary 
ot  the  Van  Bysterveld  Medicine  Company.  Whether  Dr. 
Stark   wrote  the  letter  quoted   above  can   only   be   surmised. 

The  company's  letter  was  purposely  unanswered  for  eight 
months  during  which  time  a  number  of  "follow-up"  letters 
were  received  each  urging  the  prospective  victim  to  send  in 
the  sample.  The  November  "follow-up"  letter — also  bearing 
the  initials  G.  R.  S. — had  the  following  statement: 

.  "Perhaps  you  have  overlooked  tbe  tact  tbat  «e  make  tbe'  Qrat 
eiamlnatlon  free,  tliat  yon  have  the  benefit  ot  the  best  expert 
adTlce  upon  your  condition  witbout  any  coat  to  youreelf,  and  that 
should  you  decide  to  take  a  course  of  treatment  tbe  cost  Is  only 
(1.26  foe  one  week  or  |2.2B  tor -two  weeks." 

SAUPLE    ONE 

On  receipt  of  the  November  letter  it  was  decided  to  teat 
the  analytical  and  diagnostic  powers  of  the  Van  Byslerveld 
concern.  For  this  purpose  the  Association's  chemists  made  up 
a  few  ounces  of  the  following  mixture  and  a  vial  full  of  it 
was  sent  to  the  company: 

Hydrant   water   about  1  drani 

Pepsin    .' trace 

AdIIId  dye enough  to  color 

Ammonia     trace 

This  solution  was  sent  to  the  Van  Bysterveld  Medicine 
Company  for  its  "expert  inspector"  to  examine  and  a  letter 
was  written  asking  the  company  to  diagnose  the  supposititious 
patient's  case.    Here  is  its  diagnosis; 


DiagnogU  1. — "Careful  examinaHon  of  tbe  urine  shows  tbere 
Is  too  mucb  acid  In  the  blood,  whlcb  will  cnuse  a  rheumatic  con- 
ditlOD,  the  back  Is  weak,  and  you  will  have  a  ttrcd  nervous  (eellns 
most  ot  tbe  time." 
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In   tlie  meantime  two  persons,  one   in  Iowa  and  the  other 
in  Michigan,  had  been  asked  to  correspond  with  the  concern. 
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BO  B4  to  obtain  the  mailing  cases  and  via1«  These  vials  were 
filled  in  the  Association  laboratory  but  were  mailed  to  the 
\  an  Bjster  eld  Company  from  the  towns  in  which  their 
respective  recipients  lived — and  they  were  filled  wtfh  a  part 
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of  the  same  mixture  that  teas  tent  in  the  first  malt  Back  came 
the  following  diagnoses: 


DiagnoHi    t.— '■Carelul 

the    urine    shows    the 

circuiatlon   of  the  blood  t 

0  be  Terr  poor,   tbi 

i  liver  Is  not  working 

properly,  which  will  cause 

h  and  bowels  and  will 

effect  mo]   the  heart,  you 

hsTB  caught  a  lltt 

le  cold  which  has  set- 

tied  Id  the  back  and  stomi 

ich  arid  j-ou  will  ba 

ive  a  nervous  feeling." 

Diagnoait  S.~-"Careta\  examination  of  the  nrlne  shows  yoD 
ate  losing  too  much  albumin  In  the  urine,  which  will  cauae  the  back 
and  kidneys  to  be  weak,  and  there  Is  a  catarrhal  condition  ol  Ibe 
stomach  and  bowels,  and  you  will  have  a  tired  nervous  (eellng 
most  ol  the  time." 

It  aeeros,  therefore,  according  to  tlie  "careful  and  secret 
process"  of  examining  the  urine  that  is  so  "carefully  guarded 
by  ttie  old  families  of  Europe,"  that  a  mixture  of  hydrant 
water,  pepsin,  anilin  dye  and  a  trace  of  ammonia  indicates 
many  pathologic  states.  Only  one  condition  seems  to  be 
commaa  to  the  three  cases  diagnosed  and  that  is  the  "tired, 
nervous  feeling."  According  to  Van  Bysterveld,  whatever 
else  may  ail  a  person  who  is  excreting  pepsin,  anilin  dye  and 
hydrant  water  througli  his  kidneys,  he  will  unquestionably  be 
both  "tired"  and  "nervous." 

Seriously,  though,  the  reason  for  tacking  on  the  "tired, 
nervous  feeling"  to  every  "diagnosis"  is  perfectly  evident. 
Every  individual  who  is  sick  and  every  individual  who  tkinkt 
lie  ia  sick,  to  say  nothing  of  a  large  number  of  people  who 
belong  to  neither  class,  will  have  a  "tired,  nervous  feeling," 
at  least  once  in  awhile.  It  will  be  noticed  that  whenever  the 
Van  Bysterveld  "diagnoses'*  deal  with  anything  but  the  broad- 
est generalities  they  describe  such  indefinite  little  aches-and 
pains  as  any  person  suffering  from  the  slightest  indisposition 
would  be  likely  to  have.  And  naturally,  it  is  the  indisposied 
who,  as  a  rule,  write  to  these  fakers. 


Still  further  to  demonstrate  the  worthlessness  of  the 
alleged  uranalysis  two  more  specimens  were  sent  from  two 
different  persons  in  Chicago.  These  specimens  also  were  prepared 
in  the  Association  laboratory  and  had  the  following  com- 
position : 


Nothing  was  added  to  give  either  color  or  odor  to  this  last 
mixture!  Now,  as  every  physician  knows,  the  presence  of 
glucose  in  urine  in  such  a  large  proportion  as  6  per  cent,  is 
not  only  one  of  the  easiest  things  to  ascertain  but  any  person 
excreting  that  amount  of  sugar  would  be  in  a  desperate 
condition.  Evidently,  therefore,  if  any  examination,  worthy 
the  name,  of  tlie  last  two  specimens  had  been  made  the 
presence  of  sugar  must  have  been  evident.    What  did  "expert 


inapeetor"  Van  Bysterveld  have   to  say  regarding  these   two 

Diagnoatt  i. — "Carerul  fumlDBtlon  of  tbe  urine  Bhowi  there 
IB  poor  clrculHtlon  of  tbe  blood,  which  will  cause  a  general  weak- 
nesH.  the  Itver  Is  not  working  properlj,  which  will  cauae  gns  In 
the  stomach  and  bowels,  and  yon  will  have  a  weak,  tired  nervoui 
fpt'lInK,  niHo  licadiK'hi'  and  IxichHCtac  spellx."  |  Hep  imge  21I'J  lor  a 
photographic  facsimile  of  thli  diagnosis  Ictlor] 

Ztloiraoata  S. — "Careful  examination  of  tbe  Drtoe  showa  there 
la  too  much  uric  acid  In  the  blood,  which  will  cause  a  rtaeamatic 
condition,  the  back  and  kldnejs  are  wesb,  and  there  la  a  catarrhal 
condition  of  the  atomacb  and  bowels^" 

Not  a  word  about  tlie  presence  of  sugar!  No  mention  of 
the  danger  that  a  person  excreting  6  per  cent,  of  glucose  would 


The  whole  thing  shows  conclusively  that  the  "examination" 
of  the  urine  is  a  farce,  the  diagnosis  is  a  fake  and  the  taking 
of  money  from  victims  tor  the  "treatment"  of  a  purely  imag- 
inary disease  is  a  fraud  and  a  swindle.  It  shows,  too,  that 
those  publications  which  accept  the  advertteementa  of  thia 
concern  are,  wittingly  or  unwittingly,  participating  in  the 
profits  of  Bcoundrelism.  We  sincerely  hope  that  the  over- 
worked fraud -order  department  of  the  United  States  post- 
office  will  in  tlie  near  future  get  around  to  this  picturesque, 
but  vicious  humbug.  We  trust,  aho-,  tliat  if  the  operators 
of  the  Van  Bysterveld  Medicine  Company  cannot  be  given 
board  and  lodging  at  either  state  or  federal  expense,  they  will 
at  least  he  forced  into  a  more  leputable,  even  if  less  proBta- 
b!e  line  of  human  activity.  Tlie  swindler  who  sells  atock  in 
bogus  companies  to  preaumablj  intelligent  human  beings  is  a 
gentleman  compared  with  those  scoundrels  who  lie  to  the 
sick,    humbug    the    suffering   and    defraud   the   incapacitated. 
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"Oldwivis  andslartes  an  his  couniellirrs;  h 

s  nieklspell  is  his 

guard,  andcharas  hii  thrsiiiaa,   lit  Ti-eats  fura 

■ilsian  characters 

for  Iki  loel/tacie;  ai,^  a  Ullli  hallmiifdwax  is  h 

anlidalt  fur  all 

e„ils.~-Biskop  Hall. 

THE  KLECTBOPOISE— OXYDONOR— OXYGEWOH— 
OXTPATHOB— OXYTONOR— OXYBON 

It  is  sometimes  hard  to  decide  which  is  the  greater — the 
impudence  of  the  quacic  or  the  credulity  of  his  victims.  The 
comparative  ease  with  which  the  medical  faker  is  able,  bjr 
the  most  preposterous  claims,  to  separate  the  trusting  from  . 
their  money  indicates  the  enormous  potentialities  in  advertis- 
ing. It  might  be  supposed  that  an  individual  who  set  out  to 
sell,  aa  a  panacea  for  all  the  ills  of  the  flesh,  a  piece  of  braes 
pipe  with  one  or  two  wires  attached  to  it,  would,  commercially 
speaking,  have  a  hard  and  rocky  road  before  him.  But  such 
a  supposition  would  be  incorrect.  Not  only  would  the  enter- 
prising faker  find  customers  for  his  gas-pipe,  but  there  would 
be  Budi  a  demand  for  this  moat  inane  of  "therapeutic"  devices, 
that  two  or  three  imitators  would  immediately  enter  the 
market. 


The  original  exploiter  of  what  ina;f  be  called  "gas-pipe 
therapy,"  was  one  Hercules  Sanche,  who  modestly  described 
himself  as  the  "Discoverer  of  the  Laws  of  Spontaneous  Cure 
of  Disease."  Of  course,  Sanehe  did  not  "discover"  this  long- 
known  truth  at  all,  but  he  must  be  given  credit  for  appreciat- 
ing its  commercial  value.  Starting  with  the  premise  that  a 
certain  proportion  of  sick  people — and  of  those  who  think . 
they  are  sick — will  get  well  without  treatment,  or  in  spite  of 
it,  he  apparently  cast  about  to  devise  a  means  of  reaping  a 
pecuniary  reward  from  the  operation  of  this  natural  law. 
Sanche  might,  of  course,  have  used  some  harmless,  or  even 
unmedicated,  tablets  and  after  describing  at  great  length  the 
marvelous  properties  inherent  in  them,  have  sold  them  with 
substantial  profit  to  himself.  This  method  of  fleecing  the 
public,  however,  besides  being  old  and  threadbare,  was  not 
altogether  free  from  the  possibility  of  legal  complications. 
He  might  have  offered  to  sell  "absent  treatment"  and  have 
discoursed  learnedly  on  the  benefits  and  virtues  of  this  won- 
derful therapeutic  force.  But  "absent  treatment"  does  not 
appeal  to  the  man  who  wants  a  tangible  "something"  in 
exchange  for  his  dollars.     Sanche  finally  hit  on  a  device  that 
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was  negative!]'  harmless — ■nd  poaitively  wortUeaa — ■«!  y«t 
tlieatrica.)  enough  to  mate  the  purchaser  feet  that  he  was 
getting  something  tor  his  money. 

The  BlectTopoise 
Sanche'a  Hrat  and  simplest  gas-pipe  cure   device   he  called 
the  Etectropoise.     Some  of  the  claims  made  for  the  Electro- 
poise  were: 

'*Tbe  Crectropolse  supplies  the  nrcded  HCDDunt  at  electric  tant  to 
the  ■jsteD).  aod  by  its  ihcrmaJ  action  placeii  the  body  Is  coadllloa 
to  abBorb  oijgen  tlijough  the  Inngs  ond  porea." 

"It  Introduceg  tbls  potent,  curative  agent,  oiygen.  Into  the 
remotest  and  moat  recondite  parts." 

"The  saaes  from  decaying  food  are  positive  In  their  electrical 
quallt;  and  cause  disease.  With  tbe  Electropolse  we  cause  the  nee- 
alive  elements  so  abundant  In  tbe  atmosphere  to  be  attracted  Into 
tbe  body  In  Hnfflcleot  ouanlltf  to  consume  the  accumulation  of  eom- 
buatlble   matter   atared  up   b;   the   Imperfect   action  at  the   vital 
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Photoeraphlc  reprodnrtlon  (rcdue 
lvi.rtl8c>nifnt  tbat  niipr-arrd  in  the 
I'.i.'j.  at  Sanche'B  original  gas-plyL' 
.r  from  110  up. 


porllan  of  a  two-page 
iron  tnai^alne,  Oclotter, 
''  l^lcotropolBe.     It  sold 


Apparently,  there  ivaa  no  disease,  known  or  unkDOwn,  that 
tlie  Electropoise  would  not  cure — according  to  its  exploiter. 
AH  these  cures,  it  appeared,  were  to  be  brought  about  by 
causing  the  system  to  absorb  oxygen  from  air.  This — the 
absorption  of  oxygen — is  the  theory  which  has  been  invented 
to  explain  tlie  therapeutic  action  of  the  Electropoiae  and  of 
all  the  later  humbuf;s  of  which  it  was  the  prototype. 

The  Electropoiae  was  a  metal  cylinder,  called  the  'ToUjer," 
three  and  one-half  inches  long  and  weighing  about  five  ouncea. 
The  cylinder  was  sealed  at  both  ends  and  to  one  end  there 
was  attached  nn  uninsulated  flexible  cord.  At  the  free  end 
of  this  cord  there  was  a  small  disc,  which,  by  meana  of  an 
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elastic  band  aod  buckU,  could  be  fastened  to  tbe  wriat  or 
ankle.  The  Electropoiae  cylinder,  when  broken  into,  was 
found  to  be  hollow  and  emptj.     It  sold  for  from  $10  up. 

The  OzydonoT 

So  popular  did  the  electropoise  become  and  so  readily  did  tbe 
credulous  respond,  that  Sanche  extended  bis  operations  by 
putting  on  the  market  a  modification  of  his  first  fake, 
which  be  christened  the  "Oxydonor  Victory,"  or  as  it  is  more 
commonly  known,  "Oxydonor."  Tbe  claims  made  for  the  Oxy- 
donor were,  if  possible,  even  more  false,  extravagant  and 
fraudulent  than  those  made  for  the  Electropoiae.   For  instance: 


il  forms  of  diaea.  "'' 
According   to    Sanche,    it,    too,    operated    by    the    "oxygen- 
absorption"  method.     In  earlier  days,  the  Oxydonor  was  said 
to  force  oxygen  into  the  system.     This  was  such  a  prepos- 


This  depicts  the  piece  of  metal  tnbine  "Invented"  by  Hercules 
Sancbe  and  named  the  "Oxydonor,"  The  claim  was  made  that  "It 
causes  the  haman  organism  to  Iblrst  for  and  absorb  tbe  oiygen  of 
the  air."  It  was  advertised  to  "quickly  and  Ipfalllblr  cure"  a  list 
o(  diseases  ranging  from  "bcadacbe"  to  "hydropbobia"  and  from 
"twltebhigs"  to  "tetanus."    This  fake  sold  for  from  (10  to  *35. 

terouBly  absurd  claim  that  Sanche  modified  it  later  and 
claimed  that  tbe  Oxydonor  put  the  body  in  such  a  condition 
that  more  oxygen  was  absorbed.  Tbus,  to  use  the  deadly 
parallel : 

.    Eabltee  Claims  Lateb  Ciatus 

"The  oiydonor  vletorj  gcner-  "Oijdonor  canseB  the  bodj'  to 

ates  or  absorbs  .oiygen  from  tbe  absorb  large  quantities  of  oijgen 

water  and  forces  It  by  the   law  —the    vltallzer'  of    tbe    blood— 

of    Induction    through    the    sys-  through  tbe  myrlad'pores  of  the 

tem."  skin." 

The  Oxydonor  differed  slightly  from  the  Electropoise :  The 
cylinder  was  not  quite  so  long;  instead  of  being  empty,  it 
contained  a  stick  of  carbon;  instead  of  selling  for  $10.00,  it 
sold  for  $35.00.  Aside  from  these  minor  points  of  difference, 
it  resembled  the  Electropoise.    Its  cylinder,  also,  was  hermeti- 


)Oglc 


2UH  QUACKERY 

call;  sealed  and  had  attached  to  one  end  a  cord  with  a  disc, 
buckle  and  strap  Bimilar  to  those  of  the  older  instrument- 
To  "operate"  the  Oxydonor,  it  waa  placed  in  cold  water 
and  the  disc  was  attached  to  the  wrists  or  the  ankle  of  the 
person  using  it.  Wheo  these  conditions  were  met,  the  instni' 
ment  was  supposed  either  to  force  oxjgea  into  the  body,  or 
to  cause  the  body  to  absorb  oxygen — according  to  whichever 
falsehood  eeemed  the  easier  to  believe. 

THE   rOBCE    OF    DIADUCTION 

One  might  imagine  that  the  ease  with  which  the  gullible 
were  separated  from  their  money,  by  means  of  the  Oiydonor, 
would  have  satisfied  even  the  get-rich -quick  propensities  of 
Hercules  Sanche,  but  this  shrewd,  old  dispenser  of  modern 
magic  thought  he  saw  still  greater  possibilties  in  his  nickel- 
plated  piece  of  gas-pipe.  No  one,  he  argued,  bad  ever  real- 
ized before  that  by  attaching  a  piece  of  nickel-plated  brass 
tubing  to  the  body  by  means  of  a  flexible  cord,  the  system 
eould  be  made  to  absorb  oxygen.  If  this  could.be  done — a 
large  "if"— then  it  seemed  reasonable  to  suppose  that  a  new 
force  had  been  discovered.  Such  was  Sanche's  proposition. 
Ergo,  having  "discovered'"  a  new  "force,"  why  not  capitalize 
it?     Sanche,  therefore,  christened  his  force  "Uiaduction," 

While  discussing  the  commercial  use  to  which  the  exploiter 
of  the  Oxydonor  put  his  new  force,  Diaduction,  it  may  be 
interesting  to  see  what  unprejudiced  and  intelligent  men 
thought  of  it.  Mr.  Justice  Shiras,  who  later  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  said  of  "dia- 
duction" : 

'■I  am  entirely  eertain  that  I  do  not  understand  tbe  working  of  , 
this  so-cniled  (orce,  If  any  Snch  eilsts,  and  I  greatly  donbt 
whether  Dr.  Sanche  has  any  ciear  conception  of  tbe  force  or  prin- 
ciple whtch  he  seeks  to  descrlbo  under  the  name  of  'diaduction.'  " 


■'From  the  record  evidence  we  have  fried  to  get  some  intelligent 
Idea  of  'diaduction.'     We  have  Tailed  utterly." 
And  again; 

[The  theory]  "Is  a  mere  pretense,  that  ifl  to  say,  a  theory  not 
enterlained  by  the  Inventor  in  good  faith,  but  put  forward. as  an 
Imaginary  hypothesis  merely  for  the  purpose  of  ubtslalDK  a  pateot 
on  B  very  simple  contrivance,  which  was  not  patentable  nnlesa  tbe 
claim  was  reinforced  by  some  such  pretended  discovery." 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know,  but  it  is  impossible  to 
learn  from  a  study  of  the  records,  whether  Sanche  invented  the 
force  of  diaduction  for  the  purpose  of  dignifying  his  gas- 
pipe  fake  or  "invented"  his  nickel-plated  humbug  so  as  to 
capitalize  his  imaginary  force.  At  any  rate,  both  fakes  were 
worked  to  tbe  limit. 
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Nor  were  the  "instrument"  and  the  "force"  the  only  things 
founded  by  Sanche.  Fraternilas  Dua)aHini<r — the  Fraternity 
of  Duxanimte — was  the  name  of  an  organization  evolved  from 
the  fertile  brain  of  this  exponent  of  gaa-pipe  cure.  Naturally, 
the  object  of  Fraternilas  Duxanintw  was  the  enriching  of  its 
founder,  both  by  the  sale  of  Oitydonor  and  otlierwiae.  An 
elaborate  booklet  was  issued  which  purported  to  set  forth  the 
objects  of  the  Fraternity.  To  discuss  the  boolt  at  length 
would  be  tedious  and  probably  the  best  method  of  acquainting 
the  reader  with  its  contents  will  be  to  quote  one  sentence— 


PhotDKraplitir  rfproductiOD  (reduced)  of  samp  oC  the  numciTDUH 
mi>clianlca]  faLex  bs  which  Saacbe  baa  aepiirated  the  simple  from 
tbelr  monej.  Thp  Instrument  sUown  on  tbc  extreme  Wit  Of  the 
upper  row  was  known  as  tbr  "Animalor"  and  was  said  to  be  "a 
powerful  dLaduclive  tonle."  It  Bold  for  from  $j  to  (10.  Tbe 
device  on  tbe  eitreme  rlgbt  of  the  upper  row  Is  the  "Novora" 
with  its  accompaoylng  corda  and  discs  rolled  aroiind  It ;  the  center 
illustratloD  In  tbe  lower  row  Is  the  Kovora  without  cords  or  discs. 
The  KoTOra  was  supposed  Co  be  used  by  any  person  that  bad  to 
sleep  wilb  a  patient  nbo  v,aa  u<<lDg  an  Oxydanor.  One  of  tbe 
NOTora  discs,  was  to  be  attached  to  tbe  ankle  of  tbe  patient  while 
the  other  disc  was  to  be  uttiiched  to  the  ankle  of  the  patient's  bed- 
male.  The  inalrument  shown  In  the  lower  right  hand  corner  was 
known  as  Ibc  "Vocorbls."  and  It  also  was  to  be  used  In  connection 
wllU  tbe  Oiydonor.  The  •■Binora,"  shown  In  the  tower  left-hand 
corner,  wna  an  attachment  to  be  applied  to  tbe  Oiydonor,  by  which 
two  persons  might  derive  tbe  same  {Imaginary)  benefit  from  one 
Instrument.     It  EOld  tor  }30. 

the  opening  one.  It  is  true  this  sentence  contains  468  words 
and  may  seem  a  trifle  tedious  and  not  very  lucid,  but  it  so 
perfectly  exemplifies  the  whole  book  that,  at  th?  risk  of  being 
tiresome,  it  is  reprinted  verbatim : 


.OC 
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:  FRATEBKITT  ESP1.AJNED  IB   0 

"Tbe  Fraternltj  o(  DniBnlmn  U  a  CoamopolItRn  OcganixHtlm  of 
the  bCDvadarlt^ii  of  tbe  new  Mctliud  of  curing  disease  and  of  bradne 
lUe  to  any  reasoaable  requirement,  on  strlctl;  nataral  principles. 
wltbout  mcdlMtlon,  or  electrical  dfiTlces,  or  aojthlnK  preTiooslj 
employed  to  treat  buman  lUx,  and  wltbuut  anything  except  wbnt  1 
baTe  invented  and  DBiced,  'Dlaductlve  Connections,'  made  wltb  cer- 
tain Diaductlve  conncctoiB.  connecting  the  human  organism,  or  auf 
other  llrtng  thing,  wltb  suitable  inaaliaate  matter  In  suitable  quan- 
tltr  and  condition,  to  form  a  dlamagnetlc  pair,  acting  as  an  arti- 
Sclal  Organic  Device  ;  and  thus  convertiog  the  organism  so  con- 
nected togetber  wltb  tbe  connector  and  the  Inanimate  matter  con- 
nected with,  Into  a  new  (hybrid)  artlflclal  vegetative  apparatus, 
operating  spontaneously  and  trrcpreaslbly.  as  soon  aa  made,  by  tbe 
sponlnneouB  Impulse  of  natural  forces,  according  to  certain  Natural 
Ijaws  and  Principles  o!  which  I  am  the  Discoverer,  functioning  as 
sucb  an  apparatus  as  soon  as  the  necessary  pairing  arrangement  1b 

vegetnllns  on  tbe  same  natural  principles  as  certain  plants,  tboagh 
two-Ihlrds  artificial,  and  composed  partly  of  a  living  human  or 
animal  organtam,  according  to  tbe  IMadactive  qnalltles  of  tbe  con- 
nector employed;  and  vegotatlDg  wltb  any  required  force  and 
Intensity,  wholly  for  tbe  benefit  of  tbe  only  natural  ooe-thlrd  living 
part  In  tbe  pairing  arrangement  constituting  this  hybrid  apparatus, 
►that  is,  for  tbe  benefits  of  the  living  organism  attached  to  one  end 
of  the  'Diaductlve  Connector ;'  which  artlflclal  vegetative  process, 
when  properly  begotten,  by  the  proper  arrangement  with  the  proper 
means,  Instantaneonsly  attestB  tbe  chemical  procesa  of  dlaease, 
and  rekindles  the  physiological  Combustion  of  Life ;  and  thus  rap- 
Idly  rennlmotes  the  falling  living  organism,  causes  It  to  rid  Itself 
of  noxious  matter  by  its  own  functions,  according  to  Its  own 
Inherent  laws,  tbrougb  tbe  enei^etlc,  unerring  operation  of  its  own 
organic  parts,  as  soon  as  adequately  reanimated ;  which,  aa  already 
fully  demonstrated  In  many  millions  of  testa  nil  over  tbe  World 
without  a  complete  failure,  cures  disease  In  any  form,  and  revital- 
izes human  beings,  or  animals,  or  plants,  to  any  required  degree,  as 
quiclily  aa  if  accomplished  by  magic,  while  the  patient  feels  little, 
or  nothing,  and  sleeps  sweetly  aod  nalurallj  to  wake  In  health, 
strong,  vlgoroas,  hungry,  and  more  highly  animated  tban  usual, 
pbysically  and  mentally,  to  tbe  amazement  of  medlcators  and 
ortbodoi  leBsoners :  tbongh  absolutely  natural,  Irresistible,  and 
naturally  Infallible,  and  though  long  since  effected  at  the  rate  of 
no  less  tban  fifteen  thonsand  times  daily,  every  day  In  tbe  year, 
scattering  all  over  tbe  World,  from  a  medical  standpoint  these 
Diaductlve  Cures  are  too  astonishing,  to  permit  medlcators  to  trust 
their  own  senses  and  to  believe  their  own  eyes,  but  In  the  slowest 
way.  who  remain  incredulous  as  long  as  possible,  to  Qnally  snt- 
render  and  admit  these  diaductlve  facts." 

Thus  in  a  sentence  does  Dr.  Hercules  Sanche,  the  "onlf 
absolute  master  of  (liaeasca  on  earth,"  introduce  the  reader  to 
his  Fratcrnitas  Duxanimtc.  As  a  fraternity,  there  was,  of 
course,  a  vow  to  be  taken — "The  Vow  of  Duzanimte  {Votam 
Fratemitalis  Duxanimw)" — and  the  taking  of  ttria  vow  was 
"the  prime  and  inflexible  condition"  to  enrolment.  While  the 
"vow"  is  too  long  and  elaborate  to  reproduce  in  full,  the  fol- 
lowing quotations  make  clear  its  salient  points. 


"To  Almighty  God,  1  solemnly  promise  the  following: 

"With  all  peaceful  means  at  my  command.  I  will. oppose  tbe  sale 

and  use  of  the   Imitations  of  Diaductlve  Instruments,  ITevices  and 

Means  lOxydonors]      .     .     ." 

"I  will  11  like  manner  oppose  all  existing  and  proposed  legislation 

everywhere  1  may  be,  that  gives  preference  or  any  kind  of  advan- 
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Hon     .     .     . 

"I  will  do  eventlilDg  In  my  poirer  to  eitend  to  all  accesBlble 
tiumaii  bclnsB  tbe  b^Deflta  of  this  Fraternity  and  of  the  School  HUd 
Practice  of  Duianlmtt  by  Dlaductlon." 

"I  abjure  all  ceremonial  pertoriuuDCOB.  religious,  political,  social 
uid  ftatecoal     .     .     ," 

"I  abjure  medication  and  every  klad  -of  tteatment  (oauded  on 
medical  ideas  oc  tIieorl«a,  for  tbe  piereutloii  or  cure  of  disease  in 
any  form,  or  of  any  111,  or  ailment.     .     .     ." 

Theee  few  paragraphs,  while  but  a  amall  part  of  the  com- 
plete TOW  which  Sanche's  dupes  were  supposed  to  take,  give 
some  indication  of  the  scope  of  the  fratercitj.  Out  of  the 
maBs  of  verbose  and  inconsequential  twaddle  that  made  up 
the  seventy 'six-page  book  devoted  to  the  Fraternity  of  Duxa- 
nimie,  one  fact  stands  out  with  a,  fair  degree  of  clearness — 
the  exploitation  of  the  Oxydonor, 

DOBATIOWS  TO  THE  CATJSB 

Nor  was  Sanche  satisfied  with  the  iron-bound  tow,  which 
he  was  able  to  exact.  Printed  forms  were  sent  out  entitled: 
"Donations  to  the  Cause  of  Duxanimm  bj  Diaductton.  In 
Trust  with  Dr.  Hercules  Sanche,  its  DiscoTerer."  The  money 
asked  for  was  to  be  used  in  part  as  follows; 

"...      tbe  undersigned     .      .      .      donate  to  Dr.  Hercules 

Sanche,   of  £B1    Fifth   ATCnue,    New  York   City,    U.   S.  A 

amoimts  that  we  write  on  the  anme  line  with,  or  on  the  line  neit  to 
our  signatures,  for  Mg  oicn  use  *n  paying  hit  ferional  and  other 
expenget  in  travel  ond  other  inddentat  coett  incurred  bv  Ilia  pro- 
moting the  general  oauae  of  dtwoninuB  by  iNodualfon  .  .  .  to  be 
used  by  him  to  the  best  advantage,  arxordirifi  to  hia  aien  best  jtiSg- 
ment  and  ditcreHon,  upon  his  honor  which  we  trust  implicitly  bere- 
wlth."     [Italics  ours.— Eo,l 

In  order,  apparently,  that  the  individuals  making  these 
donations  might  feel  that  their  money  was. not  altogether 
thrown  away,  they  were  told  that  the  money  donated  might, 
at  the  option  of  the  donors,  be  "convertible  into  loans"  and 
would  bo  refunded  in  the  form  of  "credits  for  cash  payment 
to  the  proportion  of  50  per  cent.,  or  for  the  full  amount  when 
current  expenses  are  M>ell  profided  /or."  [Italics  again  ours. 
— Ed.]  The  donors,  it  seems,  were  not  to  receive  their  dona- 
tions back  in  real  money,  but  were  merely  to  be  credited,  to 
the  amount  stated,  "on  dues  for  the  diaductive  treatment  of 
any  case  of  disease  ...  or  on  the  regular  retail  prices  of 
any  diaductive  instruments  [Oxydonors]  or  devices  that,  as 
the  head  of  the  Arm,  I  manufacture,  or  of  any  books  that  as 
such  I  publish    .    .    ." 

A  study  of  this  very  elaborate  and  ingenious  method  of 
separating  the  fool  from  his  money  indicates  that  here,  in 
the  form  of  Hercules  Sanche,  we  have  the  original  J.  Rufus 
Wallingford. 


,ooylc 


So  much  tor  Hercules  Sanche,  inventor  of  the  ElectropoUa 

and  Oxydonor,  the  original  gas-pipe  fakea.  The  commercial 
Buccesa  attending  the  exploitation  of  these  frauds  was  such 
aa  to  arouse  the  cupidity  of  others  and  numerous  imitations 
have  appeared.  The  "Oxygenor  King,"  while  similar  to  the 
Oxydonor  so  far  as  its  worthlessness  and  fraud  in  exploita- 
tion are  concerned,  is  a  slightly  more  elaborate  fake.  As  may 
be  se-.n  by  the  illustration,  it  differs  from   the  Orydonor  in 


Photoyrnphlc  reproduction  Imurh  reduced)  ot  the 
the  blunk  form  lu  b  IlLkd  la  bj  tbosi>  nbo  nl'ihed  to  ( 
to    SflDche    "for    bla    own    we    in    iiaylDg    his    inraonB 


having  two  cords  to  attach  to  the  patient,  one  from 
each  end  ot  the  cylinder  These  cords  terminate  respectively 
in  a  copper  and  zme  disc  the  former  to  be  buckled  to  the 
wrist,  the  latter  to  be  attached  to  the  ankle  There  is  also 
a  third  cord,  which  may  be  attached  to  any  one  of  three 
points  on  the  body  of  the  cylinder  by  means  o(  a  screw  cap. 
This  third  cord  loins  the  other  two  cords  at  a  short  distancB 


e. 
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from  the  cylinder  and  is  called  the  "force -controlling  cord." 
The  cylinder  of  the  oxygenor  is  5V4  inches  long  and  weighs 
about  l^  pounds.     A  circular  describing  this  fake  Mya: 

"Tlie  Peitected  Olygenor  Kiae  la  ik  arkDtta<:a1tT  conatrncteil 
Instrument  capable  ot  curing  all  curable  diseases  without  drugs, 
employing  oolji  tbe  oxygen  of  the  air." 

"It  consists  at  a  metal  cylinder,  especially  charged  witb  a  del- 
icately adjusted  but  permanent  combination  of  rare  and  costly 
metals,  chemical  agenta  and  conductive  elements,  and  called  a  gen- 

Tbe  chemists  of  the  American  Medical  Association  recently 
examined  the  contents  of  the  Oxygenor  cylinder  and  found 
that  the  "rare  and  costly  metals"  contained  therein  were  iron, 
brass  and  lead,  while  the  "chemical  agents  and  conductive  ele- 
ments'" were  sulphur,  sand  and  charcoal— the  sulphur  and 
Band,  together,  comprising  97  per  cent,  ot  the  whole. 

The  Oxygenor  is  claimed- by  its  exploiter  to  "possess  com- 
plete mastery  over  all  curable  diseases.''  Of  course,  testi- 
monials are  forthcoming  to  show  the  value  of  this  piece  ot 
brass  tubing: 

"We  can  tumtsh  proof  that  its  range  of  cures  te  from  Headache 
to  Paralysis,  from  Blood  Poison  to  Change  of  Lite,  from  Chlckenpoi 
to  VaHcose  Vehis.  from  Colic  to  Briglit'a  DlBease,  from  Malaria  to 
Dyapepsia.  In  fact,  practically  the  entire  list  ot  prevalent  allmeats 
is  embraced  In  (he  record  of  cures." 

In  coinmpn  with  the  Oxjdonor,  it  is  supposed  to  produce 
its  marvelous  effects  by  its  power  to  "oxygenate"  the  human 

"Tbis  Instrument  Introduces  In  a  special  way  the  curative  agent 
aliotropUc  oiygea,  or  ozone,  directly  into  the  circulation  througb 
the  pores." 

No  claim  is  made  that  the  Oxygenor  will  produce  a  current 
of  electricity  or  that  its  alleged  effects  are  in  any  way  due  to 
electricity.  The  evident  reason  for  this  omission  is  that  were 
such  a  claim  made,  it  could  be  proved  absolutely  false.  It  is 
not  so  easy,  from  a  legal  standpoint,  to  disprove  the  exist- 
ence of  a  "force"  that  is  unknown  to  everybody  except  those 
who  "invented"  it  and  who  are  making  money  out  of  its 
commercial  exploitation.  It  is  worth  noting,  however,  that 
the  patent  specifications — for  this  silly  fraud  has  actually 
been  patented — for  the  original  Oxygenor  describe  it  as  a 
"battery  case  for  electro -medical  apparatus."  Say  the  speci- 
flcationa : 

"Onr  Invention  relates  to  trnprovemenfa  In  medical  Instruments 
such    as    arc    used    lor    supplying   electric    currents    to    the    human 

KOT  DESEBVINO   OV  PEOTECTIOH 

The  Oxygenor  is  such  an  evident  imitation  ot  Oxydonor 
that  it  is  not  surprising  to  learn  that  Sanche  attempted  to 
invoke   the  power  of  the  courts   to  prevent   its   sale.     The 
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United  States  courts,  however,  decided  that  Sanclie'a  inatni- 

meat  was  not  of  sufficient  value  to  entitle  it  to  protection  in 

a  court  of  equity.    In  commenting 'on  this  Cdse,  TOE  Joubnal 

of  the  Ainericsn  Medical  Association  said  editoriallj,*  in  part: 

"The  court  stated  that  these  and  similar  fakes  cannot 

have  the  iodorsetueiitB  of  the  courts  when  the  pretended 

inventor  cannot  make,  or  refuses  to  make,  an  explanation. 

The  court  admitted  that  reputable  witnesses  testified  that 

when  sick  they  used  some  at  these  dericcB,  and  that  they 

were   restored  to  health;   but  the   court  goes  on   to   say 

that  there  is  nothing  to  prove  that  this  sequence  of  events 

is  in   the   nature   of   cause  and  effect.     He   remarks:    It 

would  be  just  as  reasonable  for  an  Iowa  farmer  to  say 

that  his  barn  was  not  destroyed  by  the  last  thunderstorm 

because   there  was  a  lightning  rod  on  Mount  Fisgah,  as 

for   a   man   to   say   that   his   restoration   to   health   was 

brought   about   by   the   use   of   an   oxydonor  or   an   oxy- 


The  Ozysenatoi  or  Oxypathor 

More  recently,  still  another  modification  of  the  gas-pipe  cure 
has  been  foisted  on  the  public.  It  is  called  the  Oxygenator, 
a  name  sufficiently  like  Oxygenor  that  one  would  imagine 
the  courts  could  be  invoked  on  the  grounds  of  infringement 
of  title.  Possibly  the  Oxygenor  people  have  thought  it  safer 
to  keep  away  from  the  courts.  Within  the  past  few  weeks 
the  name  of  the  Oxygenator  has  been  changed  to  that  of 
"Oxypathor."  Wliether  this  change  has  been  made  to  avoid 
legal  reprisal  on  the  part  of  the  Oxygenor  concern  or  whether 
the  undesirable  publicity  given  to  the  fraudulent  nature  of 
the  Oxygenator  both  by  Tub  Jooenal  of  the  American  Med- 
ical AsBDciation  and  by  the  State  authorities  in  Vermont  has 
put  the  name  "Oxygenator"  in  ill  repute,  we  do  not  know, 
but  the  change  has  been  made. 

1.  THH  JOUBHAI,  A.  M.  A..  Julj  30.  1004,  p.  330r 
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Apparently,  there  is  a  good  deal  of  money  beliind  the  Oxy- 
genator concern.  An  elaborate  booklet  ia  issued  ajid  Belling 
depots  have  been  established  in  many  cities.  As  "Diailuction" 
was  imaginary  force  invented  for  the  purpose  of  selling  Oxy- 
donors,  so  "Oxypathy,"  a  word  tlie  company  claimB  to  have 
trademarked,  ia  the  abibboleth  of  the  OxyRenator  fakers. 

The  Oxygenator  (or  Oiypathor)  in  appearance  reaembles 
the  Oxygenor  more  than  it  does  the  Oxydonor,  It  consists  of 
a  cylinder  with  two  cords  and  discs;  the  latter  to  be  attached 
respectively   to  the  ankle  and   wrist   of   the   user.     It   differs 


thfl  otliors  H 


ot  -lanthL  s  oiltilnal  laktes.     It  1b  Just  aa  wurthleKB  as  thfl  o 
tbt  claim?  madp  for  It  are  pvon  more  viclouslj  false.    T' 
dollarg    |$25  00}    and  IhUtj-live    <»35,00)    arc   asked  tor  1[. 
Don  being  adTortlsod  and  sold  as  the  "Oiypathor." 


from  the  Oxygenor  in  having  no  thirds"  force -controlling" — 
cord.  The  Oxygenator  (or  Oxypathor)  comes  in  dillereiit 
sizes;  that  referred  to  as  "'00'  Duplex  Oxygenator"  has  a 
cylinder  7  inches  long  and  i%  inches  in  diameter  and  weighs 
about  3  pounds.  It,  of  course,  does  its  work  by  "oxygenating" 
the  body. 

"The  OxiQEViTOK  renders  tlio  body  slronfily  positive;  it  Is  tlieii 

"The  OxYGKNATon,  pumplne  In  maBUlQceiic  uinnncr  that  grout 
God-gtven  purifying  clement — O.woEN^ln  vast  qnantitles  teihoiioh 

latlon  within  the  lungs-" 

From  these  quotations,  it  seonis  that  the  user  of  the  Oxy- 
genator may  tnke  bis  choice  of  two  explanations  of  how  the 
instrument  works;    either  it  causes  the   body  to  attract  the 


.IKWIC 
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Pbotog'— ibic  rfproductlaa  (reduced)  of  the  flrRt  part  of  a  long 
article  tutf-Tiag  In  .the  ItiirEfneton  (Vermool)  f\ee  Preta,  describ- 
ing (he  1.  >•  nil  InvpBtlgatlon  of  the  Oiygi'uator  (Oiypathor) 
D..  the  Vi'  -■  of  lleoltb. 
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oxygen,  or  it  pumps  the  oxygen  into  the  body.  Ab  both  atttte- 
■  ments  are  falsehoods,  it  makes  little  diflerenee  which  one  the 
guliible  purehaser  accepts. 

A  study  of  the  booklet  describing  Oxypathy  indicatea  that 
the  Oxygenator  (or  Oxypathor)  will  cure  every  disease  except 
cancer  and  tumor.    It  is  explicitly  stated  that: 

"The  Oiygenator  will  not  cure  cancer  and  tumor  nor  will  It 
restore  a  tung  or  other  organ  of  the  bod;  Ibal  Is  gone." 

Elsewhere  in  the  boolc,  the  statement  is  made  that  the  Oxy- 
genator has  cured  many  advanced  cases  of  Bright's  disease, 
so  that,  apparently,  it  does  restore  some  organs,  or  parte  of 


Tbese  four  pictures  UluBtrate  tbc  lack  of  orlgEnallty  shown  by  tbe  various  eiplolt- 
prs  of  the  gas-pipe  cures.  They  are  photographic  reproductions  (much  reduced)  of 
illuetratlona  that  appear  In  the  advertising  matter  of  the  varioua  concerns  engaged 
In  tbis  form  of  fraud  and  are  supposed  to  represent  the  methods  oC  applying  the 
various  instruments.  The  upper  left-hand  picture  Is  tram  the  Oxydonor  pamphlet ; 
Ihc  upper  right,  from  the  Oxygen  or ;  the  lower  left,  from  the  Oiygenator  (or  Oiy- 
patbor),  and  the  lower  right,  from  tbe  Oxytonor. 

organs,  of  the  body  that  are  gone!  It  is  probable  that  tbe 
reason  the  Oxygenator  company  so  studiously  disg^ims  any 
ability  to  cure  cancer  is  that  the  United  States;;^  V.Yernment 
has  practically  put  the  "cancer  cure"  fakp^a-  t'-    '■''-nfisinesB. 

I Ci,)t)'^lc 
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In  mtinj  ways  this  latest  type  of  gas-pipe  cure  ia  the  worst, 
inaimuch  as  claims  are  made  for  it  that  are  not  only  absurd 
but  dangerous.     For  instance: 

"DlPHrnEBii  ;  This  OTerwbelmlDg  child's  disease  BnOa  Its  supreme 
master  Ie  Iba  Oxvgcnator.  No  earthlj  power  except  the  Oxpgen- 
otor  can  take  the  slowly  choking  child,  and  vlth  apeed,  Blmpllclt; 
and  safety,  brlDg  It  back  to  health. 

"Don'C  Jeopardize  Ibe  health  and  life  ot  four  children  bj  sllovtnE 
to  be  Injected  Into  thetr  veiaa  snd  blood  the  olten  rearluUy  con- 
taminated and  deals-dealing  Herum  o(  an  animal,  otherwise  known 
as  antitoxin." 

It  is  difficult  to  restrain  one's  indignation  at  the  thonght 
that  such  viciously  cruel  lies  as  these  are  permitted  to  be 
scattered  broadcast.  Let  the  neurotic  and  neurasthenic  adult, 
if  he  can  convince  himself  that  a  nickel -plated  piece  of  gas- 
pipe  possesses  curative  properties,  experiment  with  it  on  his 
own  person  if  he  wishes.  But  that  a  helpless  child  in  the 
throes  of  a  fearfullj  dangerous — and  yet,  rightly  treated,  cur- 
able— disease,  should  be  allowed  to  suffer  and  die  because 
ignorant  parents  have  been  persuaded  to  rely  on  these  mechan- 
ical frauds,  is  no  less  than  criminal.  As  for  the  miserable 
harpies  who  for  a  few  filthy  dollars  will  write  such  cold- 
blooded untruths  as  those  quoted  above,  the  safety  of  society 
demands  that  they  be  put  where  they  can  do  no  further  harm. 

THE   CONTEBTB    OF   THE   OXYOENATOB 

The  Oxygenator  (or  Oftpaihor)  has  been  examined  in  the 
laboratories  of  the  Unnersity  of  \ermont  The  chemists  of 
that  institution  were  oiled  on  by  the  State  Board  of  Health 
of  \  ermont  to  determine  the  composition  of  the  material  with 
which  the  Oxygenator  cvlmder  nas  filled  The  laboratory 
report  stated   in  part 

The  hollow  interior  is  filled  with  a  black  pow 

der   Ahich   nialjsiB   discloses   to   be   a   crude   mixture   of 

inert  substances    apparently  the  waste  or  bj  product  of  a 

manufacturing  plant  The  po  vder  is  a  rough  mix 

ture   of  iron   filings    ciavey   material    ind   a  dark  colored 

carbonaceous  mans  apparently  nothing  more  than 

coke  dust  or  carbon  black 

It  IS  not  surprising  that  on  these  findings   the  State  Board 

of  Health  of  \  ermont  declared  the  Oxygenator  to  be     phj-fi 

callj  and  therapeutically  inert    and  prohibited,  the  sale  of  the 

fraud.      [Since   this   was   written  an  official   proclamation   has 

li H  n    isine  1    bv    the    Australian    ((oiernment    forbidding    tl  e 

importation  of  the  0\>genator  into  that  countiy  ] 

The  Oxytonoi 

These  three,  the  Oxydonor  the  Qjtygenor  and  the  Oxygena 
tor,  are  the  most  widely  advertised  products  used  in  this  form 
of  fraud.  There  is  one  more  fake  of  a  similar  nature  that 
should  be   mentioned— the     Oxvtonor        As   the   O\igenor   is 
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an  imitation  of  the  Oxydonor,  and  the  Oxygenator  an  imita- 
tion of  the  Oxygenor:  ao  the  lateat  form  of  gas  pipe 
cure,  the  Oxytonor,  seeniB  to  be  a  combined  imitation  of 
all  three.  The  Oxytonor  is  sold  by  the  Osteo  Company  of 
Cliicago,  a  concern  which  alao  sells  a  device  called  the 
"Osteopather,"   and   in   exploiting   which   it   has   appropriated 


The  Oiytonor  (on  the  left)  and  the  Oiybon  (on  the  right)  arc 
t«o  of  the  latest  eipnaents  of  gee  pipe  therapy     They  are  both  jjut 

panj  and  the  latter  by  the  Oiybon  Company.  Those  who  buy  tbelr 
gau-pipe  labeled  Oiytonor,  pay  $20  tor  It;  tboae  who  pcetei'  it 
gtamp«d  Oijbon  pay  |3S 

illustrations  from  Dr,  Butler's  "Diagnostics  of  Internal  Med- 
icine" without  obtaining  the  permission  either  of  the  pub- 
lishers or  the  author. 

aOMMABY 

To  sum  up:  The  "Electropoise,"  the  "Oxydonor,"  the  "Oxy- 
genor,"  the  "Oxygenator"  (or  "Oxypathor")  and  the  "Oxy- 
tonor" are  utterly  worthless  except  as  a  means  of  enriching 
their  exploiters.  Their  therapeutic  value,  a^ide  from  the  ele- 
ment of  suggestion  that  may  be  induced  in  those  who  are 
willing  to  pay  from  ten  to  thirty  dollars  for  a  piece  of  nickel- 
plated  tubing,  is  absolutely  nil.  As  already  said,  if  adults 
wish  to  squander  their  money  on  such  foolishness  and  are 
content  to  confine  the  "creattnent"  to  their  own  persons,  well 
and  good.  If  they  have  nothing  much  the  matter  with  them 
they  may  believe  they  have  received  benefit;  if  they  are  dan- 
gerously ill,  Nature  will  probably  exterminate  them  as  unfit. 
But  let  no  person  try  to  "cure"  the  helpless  child  with  such 
frauds;  as  soon  as  that  is  attempted,  such  an  individual 
ceases  to  be  a  harmless  idiot  and  becomes  a  dangerous  one. 

[Since  the  tirst  edition  of  this  book  was  issued  another 
piece  of  gas-pipe  has  been  put  on  the  market — Dr.  FiUoon'a 
Oxybon.  Like  the  Oxytonor,  the  Oxybon  f'ompany  is  a  Chicago 
concern.  No  originality  is  -shown  in  exploitiiif;  this  fraud,  the 
advertising  matter  being  similar  to  that  put  out  by  the  other 
"gas-pipe  therapy"  concerns. 

In  addition  to  its  "drugless"  fraud,  the  Oxypathor  Company 
ia  now  (October,  1012)  exploiting  a  line  nf  peroxid  preparations 
for  "sick  feet,"  "perspiration  odors,"  etc.] 


,  Cookie 


HAWLBVS  DEVICE 
Dr.  L.  B.  Hawley  oC  Rocliester,  Kew  York,  made  a  business 
uf  Bulling,  through  the  mailH,  a  mechanical  appliance,  which  he 
represented  to  he  a  scientific  and  natural  cure  for  impotency. 
The  price  charged  for  the  device  was  $10.  He,  at  first,  bought 
from  letter-brokers  the  names  of  prospective  victims  to  whom 
he  mailed  circjilars  describing  the  appliance  and  from  vrhom 
he  solicited  orders  for  it,  Lat«r,  he  advertised  in  news- 
papers. It  was  found,  at  the  time  the  post-office  investigated 
this  fraud,  that  Hawley  was  receiving  about  $250  a  week  in 
mone;-orders  and  about  $150  a  week,  additional.  In  registered 
letters.  Hawley  had  previously  been  connected  with  the 
notorious  "New  York  Institute  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons'" 
that  was  opcrateil  by  Thomas  F.  Adkin  until  the  post-office 
put  it  out  of  business.  The  Assistant  Attorney-General 
declared  Bawley'e  business  a  scheme  for  obtaining  money 
Ihrough  the  mails  hy  means  of  false  and  fraudulent  pretenses; 
on  these  findings  the  Post  master-General  denied  Hawley^  the 
use  of  the  mails,  January,  1908. 


HELP-TO-HEAH  COMPAKT 

The  Help-to-Hear  Company  at  129  Broadway,  New  York, 
was  managed  by  C.  A.  Tindall  and  its  stock  owned  by  F.  C. 
Waller,  Charles  Laranz,  Edward  Gardner  and  Tindall.  The 
ciiculars  issued  by  tlie  concern  were  signed  at  diffefent  times, 
F.  C.  Waller,  Hirnm  Higgins  and  P.  A,  Turner.  The  company 
mailed  circular  letters  to  persons  whose  names  and  addresses 
had  been  obtained,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the  company 
liail  discovered  a  device  which  would  assist  deaf  people  to  hear 
and  urged  the  persons  addressed  to  purchase  the  device.  In 
the  circulars  it  was  stated  that  the  device  was  a  discovery  of 
the  author,  who  claimed  to  have  been  totally  deaf  for  over 
twelve  years,  during  which  time  he  had  spent  a  small  fortune 
trying  unsuccessfully  to  find  a  cure.  It  was  further  stated 
that  the  author  of  the  circular,  being  of  an  inventive  turn  of 
mind  had,  after  much  study  and  experimenting,  originated  a 
simple  device  which  would  enable  the  deafest  to  hear  ordinary 
conversation.     The  price  of  the  instrument  was  $2. 

The  device  itself  was  a  small  sheet  of  hard  rubber,  worth 
but  a  few  cents  at  the  most.  The  individual  purchasing  it 
was  told  to  hold  the  device  by  the  small  end  between  the 
thumb  and  fingers  and  lay  the  edge  of  the  wide  end  against 
the  front  teeth  with  the  flat  aide  of  the  device  toward  the 
sound.  Investigation  showed  that  the  "Help-to-Hear"  was 
absolutely  worthless  and  that  the  concern  selling  it  merely 
rented  desk  room  at  the  address  given  by  the  company.  The 
only  party  usually  found  at  that  address  was  a  young  girl 
employed   in  addressing  envelopes  and  mailing  circulars. 

1.  Sra  ludei. 
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The  mannger  of  the  company  admitted  that  the  "Help-to- 
Hear"  articles  cost  7  centa  each  and  he  acknowledged  that 
there  was  no  truth  in  the  statement  that  the  inventor  was 
deaf  or  that  he  had  apent  a  fortune  in  treating  with  physicians, 
ptc.  The  Aaaialant  Attorney -Genera)  summed  up  the  oaae 
against  the  concern  by  stating,  "the  whole  purpose  of  the 
scheme  is  simply  to  dispose  of  a  piece  of  worthless  rubher  at 
an  enormous  profit  by  fraudulently  representing  the  discovery 
of  the  device,,  its  properties,  etc."  A  fraud  order  was  issued 
against  the  company  March,   1906. 


J.   B.  L.    CASCADE 

Many  inquiries  l:ave  been  received  relative  to,  tlie  "J.  B. 
Cascade  Treatment"  and  ita  exploiter,  Dr.  Chas.  A.  Tyrrell,  i 


The~J.B.L  CASCADE- 


eclectic  physician  of  New  York  City.  The  J.  B.  L.  ("Joy- 
Beauty-Life")  Cascade  is  a  device  aold  by  TjTrell  for  the 
administration  of  rectal  enemaa.  Tyrrell,  it  aeems,  has 
Improved — commercially — on  the  propaganda  started  many 
yeara  ago  by  Witford  IfalP.  Hall,  it  will  be  remembered, 
declared  that  all  the  ills  of  the  flesh  are  due  to  the  fact  that 
people  do  not  make  a  practice  of  flushing  their  colons.  Tyrrell, 
however,  goes  farther  than  Wilford  Hall;   instead  of  merely 
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gelling  a,  book  telling  of  tlie  wonderful  reaults  to  be  obtained 
from  reetal  enemas,  Tyrrell  also  sells  an  appliance  for  giving 
the  injectiona.  While,  in  liis  advertisements,  Tyrrell  claiws  to 
be  the  "inventor"  of  the  "J.  E.  L.  Cascade,"  the  records  ot  the 
patent  office  show  that  one  Henry'  H.  Guild  invented  the  rectal 
syringe  that  %Fas  assigned  to  Charles  A.  Tyrrell! 

This  appliance  is  said  to  be  ''the  only  thing  of  tbe  kind  ever 
specially  designed  for  tbe  purpose."  After  advancing  the 
proposition  that  apoplexy,  consumption,  Briglit's  disease,  syph- 
ilis and  cancers  "all  Uave  their  origin  in  the  colon,"  Tyrrell 
says: 


According  to  Tyrrell,  "there  is  only  one  disease"  and  more 
important  still  "there  is  only  one  cause  for  disease,  and  that  is 
auto- intoxication."  Of  course,  for  this  "only  cause"  Tyrrell 
has  a  "complete  system  of  rntiona]  treatment"  wbicli  consists 
of  his  syringe,  a   stick  of   soap  and  his '  "celebrated  'J.  B.  L. 


Antiseptic  Tonic' ",  which  is  supposed  to  be  put  in  the  water 
that  is  to  bo  injected.  So  "complete"  and  so  "rational"  is 
Tyrrell's  "system"  that  by  it  "anyone  ■with  ordinary  intelli- 
gence" is  able  "to  treat  successfully  any  form  of  disease,  that 
ia  curable,  without  tbe  expense  of  calling  a  physician." 

Tyrrell  reaclies  hia  victims  by  methods  usual  to  the  medical 
faker — advertising  and  follow-up  letters.  With  his  letter,  he 
sends  out  a  printed  leaflet  in  which  he  details  "Our  Phe- 
nomenal Triple  Offer  for  This  Month  Only."  Those  not  familiar 
with  the  methods  of  mail-order  takers  might  believe  that  such 
an  offer  was  only  made  once.  Our  files  disprove  this  as  we 
have  slips  making  this  "phenomenal  offer" — "for  this  month 
only"— for  May,  1910;  September,  1910;  December,  1910; 
Mnrcb,  1011;  September,  1911;  October,  1911;  December,  1911; 
January,   1912,  and  other  dates.     Tyrrell  also  sends  out  the 
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inevitable  diagnoais 
who  will  fill  it  out 
Nor  is  the  J.  B. 
claptrap  in  which 
bpUs  the  "Ideal  Si| 
attached  that  is  a 
Sight  Restorer  "cu: 
— nearsight,  farsigh 
dreaded  diseases 
blindnesa."     The 


blank  with  the  offer  of  free  advice  to  those 
and  return  it, 

L.  Cascade  the  only  piece  of  pseudomedical 
Tyrrell  is  fiBancially  interested.  He  also 
lit  Restorer,"  a  piece  of  tubing  with  a,  bulh 
upposed  to  cure  most  eye  ills.  The  Ideal 
■ee  not  only  the  refractive  errors  of  the  eye 
it,  oldaight  andaatigraatism — but  also  Buoh 
IS  cataract,  glaucoma,  cross-eye  and  paralytic 
falseness  of  such  claims  as  these  is  equaled 


Phott^raphlc  reproductions  of  the  letterheads  of  three  concerns 
or  which  Tyi'rFll  is  president.  Health  is  the  name  of  a  fad  magnzlae 
published  by  Tyrrell  which  carries  advertlspuipiits  of  various  medical 
takes  Ineludlng  Tyrreira  own  devices,  the  J.  B.  L.  Cascnde  and  Ihf 
Ideal  S^bt  Restorer. 

only  by  the  diaaater  that  may  rcsnlt  from  the  use  of  an 
appliance  of  this  sort  in  certain  diseased  conditions  of  the  eye. 
As  in  the  case  of  the  J.  B.  L.  Cascade — and,  for  that  matter, 
that  of  any  other  medical  fraud— plenty  of  testimonials  are 
forthcoming  to  prove  the  efficacy  of  the  thing  exploited.  On 
one  page  of  the  booklet  sent  out  hy  the  Ideal  Company,  whicli 
is  the  name  under  which  Tyrrell  sells  the  Ideal  Sight  Restorer, 
there  appears  what  the  company  calls  "an  unprejudiced  journal- 
istic opinion"  from    the    Vniied  States  Health  Reports.     This 
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publication  was  a  fraudulent  slieet  that  sold  editoria)  com- 
mendatioa  to  any  quack  wlio  would  pay  the  price.  WillarJ 
H.  Morse,  UJ).,  of  West&eld,  N.  J.,  vho  calls  bimaelf  a  "con- 
sulting chetnist"  and  "Director  lamatologicai  Bureau"  is  quoted 

as  testifying  that  the  "Ideal  Sight  Restorer  will  absolutely 
restore  sight  and  render  spectacles  useless."  This  testimony 
carries  little  welgiit  to  those  who  know  that  Morst  is  a  pro- 
miscuous testimonial  writer  who  holds  a  "fellowship"  in  that 
serio-comic  fraudulent  organization  the  "Society  of  Science, 
Letters  and  Art,"  of  London.     The  fellowships  cost  $5.00. 

Tyrrell  is  also  "editor-in-chief"  of  a  monthly  magazine, 
Bealth.  The  associate  editor  of  Health  is  C.  8.  Carr,  Peruna'a 
advertising  man  and  member  of  the  advisory  board  of  tlie 
"National  League  for  Medical  Freedom."  Tlie  advertising 
pages  of  Beallh  ere  devoted  largely  to  the  "Ideal  Sight 
Restorer,"  the  "J.  li.  L.  Cascade"  and  C.  S.  Carr's  "Tissue  Tab- 
lets;" in  addition,  we  find  such  frauds  as  the  Thatcher  Mag- 
netic Shield,  the  Magic  Foot  Drafts,  Van  Vleck  Pile  Cure,  the 
Osteopather,  etc. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  tell  physicians  that  the  claims  made 
by  Tyrrell  for  liis  "J.  B.  L.  Cascade"  are  as  silly  as  they  are 
false;  it  is  equally  unnecessary  to  tell  them  that  the  indis- 
criminate u^e'of  rectal  enemas  is  not  only  harmful  but  may 
be  dangerous.  Unfortunately,  the  public  does  not  reali:'^  the 
absurdity  of  Tyrrell's  propositions  nor  does  it  comprehend  the 
dangers  attendant  on  them.  This  much  is  certain ;  Those 
individuals  who  desire  to  take  rectal  enemas  can  do  so  with 
less  risk,  less  expense  and  greater  efficiency  by  assuming  the 
knee-chest  position  and  using  the  common  household  fountain 
syringe '. 

THE  STEEMVA  VACUUM  TBEATMENT 
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General   issued  a  fraud   order  ngainst   thp  company,  Dec.   10, 
1906.     {Abstracted  from  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  Jan.  6,  1906.) 
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MEDICAL  INSTITUTES 


Edward  R.  Ilibbard  of  Oak  Park,  111.,  a.  auburb  of  Chicago, 
was  found  guilty  of  obtaining  money  through  the  mails  by 
means  of  fraudulent  pretenses.  Hibbard  conducted  a  so-called 
medical  institute  wliich  had  two  names  because  it  had  two 
doors,  each  of  whi^h  opened  on  a  different  street.  One  door 
was  the  entrance  t«  the  "Boston  Medical  Institute,"  the  other 
the  entrance  to  the  "Bellevue  Medical  Institute,"  both  occu- 
pying the  same  suite  of  rooms  and  carrying  on  the  same  busi- 
ness under  the  same  set  of  employes  and  managers.  Their 
object  was  advertised  as  the  "medical  treatment  of  the  private 
diseases  of  men."  The  methods  employed  were  those  of  other 
similar  concerns;  pamphlets  with  titles  such  as  "The  Army 
and  Navy,"  "Vim  of  Life,"  "Perfect  Manhood,"  etc.,  were  scat- 
tered broadcast  where  tjiey  would  be  most  likely  to  attract 
the  attention  of  boys  and  young  men.  The  ftrst  of  these  was 
the  most  adroit;  it  purports  to  give  statistics  comparing  the 
army  and,  navy  of  the  United  States  with  those  of  other  pow- 
ers, but  contains  articles  on  "Unnatural  Habits,"  "Insane  Asy- 
lums," "Lost  Manhood,"  "Spermatorrhea,"  etc.,  and  a  lot  of 
"sworn  testimonials"  (unsigned)  from  grateful  patients  of  the 
institute.  In  his  correspondence  with  patients,  Hibbard  rep- 
resented that  he  had  a  medical  stafi  of  eleven  members, 
"including  some  of  the  most  eminent  physicians  of  America  and 
Europe,"  but  the  testimony  revealed  a  medical  staff  of  two,  one 
of  them  Dr.  Ei'mondson,  "shown  by  the  investigations  of  the 
inspectors  to  be  a  nian  of  mediocre  ability,  who  is  not  recog- 
nized as  a  specialist  and  is  without  standing  in  his  profession," 
and  the  ether  a  Dr.  Koehn,  who  would  not,  allow  his  name 
to  be  publicly  used  in  connection  with  the  business  and  who 
gave  not  over  i.alf  of  each  day  to  analyzing  such  specimens 
of  urine  as  might  be  submitted  by  the  patients.  Tlie  report 
of  the  postmaster  shows  that  the  mail  received  averaged  250 
letters  a  day,  and  the  testimony  of  the  clerks  and  stenogra- 
phers shows  that  the  instructions  for  the  answcrj  to  those 
letters,  and  therefore  the  treatment  of  all  the  patients,  were 
received  from  Dr.  Edmondson.    The  compounding  of  the  medi- 
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cines  sent  out  appears  to  tiave  been  largely,  if  not  wholly, 
entrusted  to  no  ex-sailor,  witliout  an;  special  qualiHcations 
for  tlie  work,  but  who  mixed  up  tlie  mediciuea  by  the  numbera 
or  marks  on  the  boxes.  The  patients  were  guaranteed  a  cure 
or  return  of  their  money,  and  encouraged  to  keep  up  the 
'  treatment  as  long  as  possible,  but  if  they  became  dissatifified 
and  demanded  their  money  back  they  were  threatened  with 
prosecution  for  defamation  of  cliaracter  or  blackmail.  In  order 
to  secure  the  return  of  compromising  correspondence  the  insti- 
tute had  forms  printed  on  the  backs  of  tlieir  letters  for  the 
patient  to  fill  out,  reporting  progress,  and  to  return.  When 
Hibbard  was  asked  to  cite  instances  in  which  the  patient's 
money  was  returned,  according  to  the  piomises,  he  refused 
and  gave  as  his  reasons  that  the  names  of  patients  were  held 
conlidential.  The  ^^vcrnment  exhibit  of  letters  threatening 
patients  with  public  exposure  is  in  startling  contrast  to  this 

This,  in  brief,  explains  the  modus  operandi  of  Hibbard's 
institutes.  'Ihe  matter  which  follows  is  a  detailed  account  of 
tlie  government's  case  against  this  man,  as  it  appeared  in  The 
JoUENAL  of  the  American  M-^dical  Association. 

THE  BOSTON -BELLEVUE  MEDICAL  ISSIITOTB 

If  the  United  States  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  sustaiuB  the 
findings  of  the  lower  court,  Edward  R.  Hibbard  of  Oak  Park, 
111.,  will  spend  two  years  in  the  Chicago  House  of  Correc- 
tion, besides  paying  a  fine  of  $1,600  and  the  costs  of  the 
prosecution  of  his  case. 

Mr.  Hibbard  is  a  man  who  has  been  a  prominent  citizen  of 
Oak  Park  and  whom  Edward  F.  Dunne,  former  mayor  of 
Chicago;  William  A.  Hutchinson,  postmaster  at  Oak  Park; 
Frederick  H.  Wiekett,  attorney  at  law;  C.  F.  HafTnev,  menl- 
l>er  of  the  Cook  County  Civil  Service  Commission,  and  others 
have  regarded  as  a  good  citizen  and  a  good  neighbor.  As  to 
his  general  reputation  for  honesty — "It  was  good;  it  was 
very  good."  'In  fact,  lie  was  a  neighbor  to  tie  proud  of  (so 
these  people  thought),  and  yet  it  is  alleged  (and  the  lower 
court  found  him  guilty)  that  while  Mr.  Ilihbard  was  posing 
as  a  model  citizen  and  a  bright  and  shining  eiample  for  the 
Sunday-school -going  youtlis  of  Oak  Park,  he  was  running  a 
so-called  medical  institute,  which  bore  two  names  because  it 
had  two  doors,  each  of  which  opened  on  a  different  street. 

TWO    NAMES ONE    IHSTInTTE 

One  door  was  the  cnlraneo  to  the  'Boston  Medical  Insti 
tute."  the  other  the  entrance  to  the  "Bcllevue  tfedical  Insti 
tute."  Both  "institutes"  oceupj  the  same  suite  of  rooms, 
both  have  the  same  managers,  the  same  pbjsicians  and  the 
same  object. 
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That  object  ia  advertised  as  the  "medieal  treatment  of  the 
private  diseBsea  of  men";  but  the  evidence  submitted  to  the 
United  States  attorney  at  Chicago  waa  such  that  the  grand 
jury  found  that  the  object  of  aaid  institutes  was  to  obtain 
money  through  the  mails  by  means  of  fraudulent  pretenses. 
Government  exhibit  69  is  a  letter  from  the  Boston  Medical 
Institute  guaranteeing  the  reliability  of  the  Bellevue  Medical 
Institute,  and  correcting  a  rumor  that  the  latter  institution 
was  poor  pay. 

The  modus  operandi  of  this  concern  was  on  a  par  with 
similar  institutes.  Pamphlets — a  million  copies  a  year — with 
titles  such  as  "The  Army  and  Navy,"  "Vim  of  Lite,"  "Per- 
fect Manhood,"  etc.,  have  been  scattered  broadcast,  in  farmers' 
wagons,  buggies,  etc.,  under  the  cusliions  on  aeata  when  pos- 
sible, where  they  would  he  most  likely  to  attract  the  atten- 
tion of  boys  and  young  men.  The  most  adroit  one  of  these 
waa  first  mentioned,  which  purports  to  give  statiatica  com- 
paring the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States  with  those 
of  other  great  powers,  but  which  contains  articles  on  "Un- 
natural Habita,"  "Insane  Aaylums,"  "Loat  Manhood,"  "Sper- 
matorrhea," "Impotency,"  "Varicocele,"  "Gonorrhea,"  "Syph- 
ilis," "Specialism  in  Medicine,"  a  notice  about  the  "Boston 
Medical  Institute,"  152  Lake  street,  Chicago,  "the  oldest  med- 
ical institute  in  the  country,"  and  a  choice  collection  of 
"sworn  testimonies"  (unsigned)  from  grateful  patients  whom 
this  institute  had  kept  from  filling  untimely  gravea  or  from 
becoming  inmatea  of  asylums  for  the  insane. 

"The  pitcher  which  goes  too  often  to  the  well  shall  at  last 
be  broken."  Since  1869  the  "Boston  Medical  Institute"  had 
been  doing  a  most  successful  f financially)  mail  order  busi- 
ness; but  finally  it  undertook  to  "cure"  one  Mr.  A'  of  Michi- 
gan, and  did  not  succeed;  whereupon  Mr.  A  claimed  the  return 
of  his  money  under  the  "guarantee"  of  the  institute,  and  when 
he  found  he  could  not  get  it  he  was  ready  to  take  action  in 
lieu  thereof. 

Hence  it  was  that  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  October,  1907, 
the  United  States  grand  jurors,  inquiring  tor  the  eastern  divi- 
sion of  the  northern  district  of  Illinois,  found  that  Edward 
R.  Hibbard,  under  the  name  and  style  of  Boaton  Medical 
Institute,  "had  devised  a  acheme  and  artifice  to  defraud  one 
Mr.  A." 

Similar  chargea  were  brought  against  Mr.  Hibbard  on  ac- 
count of  his  dealings  with  Mr.  B  of  Wisconsin  and  Mr.  C 
of  Ohio.  Hibbard  was  admitted  to  bail  in  the  sum  of  $2,000. 
The  recognizance  was  filed  Oct.  22,  1907.  On  the  second  of 
November   Edward  K.  Hibbard   filed  a    demurrer.     The    case 

1.  Wbile  tbc  actual  namea  of  the  patients  bere  rcfprred  to,  were 
given  In  the  article  as  It  orlglnatl;  appeared  In  The  Jodbnu., 
the  letters  A.  6.  etc.,  have  been  substituted  tcr  such  namea. 


.IKWIC 


came  to  trial  on  the  twenty-fourth  da;  of  March,  lOOS.  On 
the  fourth  of  April  the  jut;  found  Edward  R.  Hibbard  guilty 
as  charged  in  the  indictment. 

UEOICAL   STAFF 

Some  int«reating  facti  about  the  "Boston  Medical  Insti- 
tute"  were  brought  out  at  the  trial.  In  correspondence  with 
the  "patients"  Hibbard  represented  that  he  had  a  medical 
Btaff  of  eleven  members,  "including  some  of  the  most  eminent 
physicians  of  America  and  Europe."  But  the  testimony  of 
Dr.  B.  E,  Embry,  who  was  engaged  by  a  Mr.  Ward  (adver- 
tising man  for  the  Boston  Medical  Institute)  to  malie  an 
investigation  and  report  of  said  institute,  brought  out  the 
fact  that  when  Dr.  Embry  visited  the  institute  there  were 
two  doctors  there— Dr.  Edmondson  and  Dr.  Koehn,    Dr.  Gil- 


Photoprapbk  reproduetion  (reducedl  o(  the  rererae  side  oE  the 
BtatloDerj-  eent  out  by  the  Boston  Medical  Inatitute.  This  picture 
of  the  "conEulting  atatT"  was  wholly  an  ImaglEBCj  one. 

bert  W.  Eilmondson  testified  that  he  was  a  graduate  of  the 
College  of  Medicine,  Louisville,  Ky.,  had  attended  the  Indiana 
Medical  College,  Indianapolis,  and  that  he  was  employed  as 
medical  superintendent  by  the  Boston  Medical  Institute.  In 
the  course  of  the  trial  it  was  brought  out  that  Dr.  Edmond- 
son "is  shown  by  the  investigations  of  the  inspectors  to  be 
n  man  of  mediocre  ability,  who  is  not  recognized  as  a  spe- 
cialist and  is  without  standing  in  his  profession."  Concern- 
ing Dr.  Koehn  the  following  statement  was  made;  "The 
only  other  physician  connected  with  the  institute  in  any  way 
whatever  is  a  Dr.  Koehn,  who  feels  so  with  reference  to  the 
business  that  be  will  not  permit  his  name  to  be  in  any  wise 
publicly   used   in   connection   with   it,'  and  who   gives   not   to 
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exceed  half  of  ea«h  day  to  analyzing  such  specimena  of  urine 
as  may  be  submitted  by  patients.  The  value  of  hia  servtcea 
in  this  regard  can  be  appreciated  from  the  fact  that  he  admits 
'analyzing'  twenty  and  more  apecimena  in  the  half  day  devoted 
to  the  institute." 

COBBBSrONDENCB 

Uovemment  exhibit  38  ia  a  picture  of  the  "correspimdeDce 
department"  of  the  Boston  Medical  Institute,  "nearly  3,000 
square  feet,"  and  one  of  the  clerics  testified  that  he  had  seen 
twenty  men  at  work.  The  report  of  the  postmaster  shows 
tliat  the  mail  received  by  the  institute  averaged  250  letters 
a  day,  and  yet  the  testimony  of  the  clerks  and  stenographers 
provea  that  tbe  instructions  for  the  answers  to  these  letters, 
and  therefore  the  treatment  of  all  tbe  patienta,  were  received 
from  Dr.  Edmondsoii.  The  bookkeeper  and  cashier,  Oscar  A. 
Kempe,  testified  that  the  receipts  of  the  institute  were  from 
$4,000  to  $6,500  a  month.  Tlie  average  fee  from  eaeh  patient 
was  Vt  a  month.  It  is  therefore  probable  that  an  average 
of  nearly  700  patienta  a  month  were  treated,  and  all  by  Dr. 
Edmondson,  ' 

LABOBATOBT 
One  of   the   most  taking  catches  of    the   advertisements    of 

tbe  institute,  aside  from  the  fictitiously  large  consulting  staff, 
was  that  in  regard  to  the  laboratory.  This  was  represented 
aa  "the  most  complete  and  extensive  in  the  country,  contain- 
ing all  of  the  latest  discoveries  known  to  science."  The  in- 
dictment seta  forth  that  the  laboratory  was  nrit  the  moat 
complete  in  the  country,  and  tliat  it  did  not  Aintain  all  the 
latest  discoveries  known  to  science. 

Also  the  Boston  Medical  Institute  advertised:  "Our  medi- 
cines are  prepared  to  meet  the  symptoms  in  each  individual 
case,  in  our  extensive  laboratory,  by  skilful  and  experienced 
chemists,  thereby  avoiding  the  mistakes  so  often  made  in 
compounding  by  incompetent  druggists  or  their  overworked 
clerks.  The  greatest  care  ia  exercised  in  tlie  purchase  of  pure 
and  unadulterated  drugs  and  chemicals." 

HOW  THE   MBWICINES   WERE  PREPARED 

Charles  A.  Jessamine,  called  on  behalf  of  the  government, 
testified  that  he  was  a  shipping  clerk.  He  had  been  a  sailor. 
Jessamine  entered  the  employ  of  the  Boston.  Medical  Insti- 
tute aa  a  shipping  clerk.  Cut  wlien  Jessamine  described  the 
compounding  of  drugs  in  the  laboratory  the  following  testi- 
mony was  elicited : 

Q.     Who  selected  the  medicines  and  put  them  In  the  tub? 

q!  Under  whose  Instructlona  would  you  do  thlsT 

A.  Under  the  doctor's  tnBtnictlons. 

Q.  Would  jou  do  th[3  wheu  he  was  not  there  at  any  time! 

A.  He  was  fn  Ihe  room  when  ho  told  me,  but  he  would  Step  out 

and  I  would  do  it. 
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Q.     What  would  ;ou  have  to  guide  ^Qu   I"   malilaE  the  proper 

A.     Tbc  drugB  were  mlied  wiii-n   wc  (tol  lliem, 

Q.  Naw.  In  making  tbe  comiioiiuil.  Ibat  Is.  enturatlns  It  wICh 
alcohol  otid  woWt,  what  dii'ecUuns  would  yon  havel 

A.  Tbat  vas  BpcciSed  at  oil  timos.  a  certsio  amoiiat  for  eftcb 
particular  drag'. 

Q,     What  shape  were  those  directions  la? 

A.  They  speelfled  lo  me  to  use  33  per  cent,  alcohol  (or  e  cer- 
tain drug,  and  It  was  an   understood  lact  that  was  what  I   hud 

Q.  Would  rou  go  to  the  bottles  and  pour  out  the  alcohol,  33 
IKT  cent.  7 

A.     Yes.  bIp. 

Q.     Would  you  do  that  vlien  the  doctor  vas  not  around? 

A.  Sometlmea  he  would  t>e  In  the  room,  and  sometimes  be 
vould  be  Just  stepplne  out. 

g.  Wbat  kind  ol  medicines  were  those  that  were  used  lor  the 
lubT 

A,  Saw-palmetto  campoand.  black  willow  bark,  and  trllollum 
compound. 

Q.  Did  JDU  ever  take  any  drug  and  put  it  Into  the  tub  and 
mil  It  up  when  the  doctor  was  not  there? 

A.      Yea,  air,  I  have. 

Q.      What  guide  would  you  have  to  go  by  in  doing  thatT 

A.     All  three  kinds  w-ito  marked  by  dllTptent  numbers. 

q.     How  would  you  know  wUelher  yo'i  got  the  tight  drug  or  noti 

A.      It  was  very  hard  Cor  me  to  get  the  wrong  kind. 

Q.  What  enabled  you  to  determine  whether  it  waa  the  right 
kind? 

A.  They  were  marked  Inside  and  I  could  pull  the  boi  out  and 
see  which  mark  waa  on  the  one  wanted.  "X,"  "IJ,"  or  "M." 

Q.      You  depended  entirely  on   the  marka.  did  you? 

A.      I  could  depend  on  the  results  and  smell. 

Q.     Have  you  ever  studied  pharmacy? 

A.      No.   sir. 

Q.     Have  you  ever  had  any  eiperlence  In  a  pharmacist's  place? 

A.     No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  take  any  special  Instruction  nnder  Dr.  Edmond- 
son  In  pharmacy?  . 

Q.  We're  you  dur1n)r  the  lime  you  worked  for  the  Boston  Med- 
ical Institute  ever  u  registered  pharmacist? 

A.      No.   sir. 

Q.  During  the  time  that  you  wpre  working  there,  nearly  four 
years,  was  there  ever  a  registered  pharmacist  In   that  laboratory? 

A.     Not  lo  my  knowledge, 

y.     And  j*ou  say  that  you  were  (he  clilet  chemist  there? 

A.  1  didn't  say  that  at  all.  I  didn't  so.v  ihcre  was  any  chemist 
at  nil.      The  doctor— there  waa  no  chemist   there. 
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VALUABLE    INVEeTIOATIOtI 

Judging  from  the  developments  at  the  trial,  it  was  appar- 
ently the  custom  of  the  manaijers  of  tlie  Boston  Medical  In- 
stitute t<i  employ  any  one  available  to  do  whatever  was  to 
lie  done,  regardless  of  the  fitness  of  the  person  employed.  For 
instanw,  when  it  was  deemed  odvi'wble  to  have  the  Institute 
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and  its  "conBulting  staff"  "examinod,"  the  advertising  man 
for  the  institute  secured  the  services  of  a  Dr.  S.  E.  Embry. 
The  institute  treated  speeially  tlie  dieeases  of  men.  Dr.  Embry 
testified  of  himself  as  follows ; 

"Tbe  nature  o(  my  prai^tlce  bos  been  general   practice  and  sur- 
D. —   I   1 (jjg^  jQ  cblcago  ray  practice  haa  been  prlncl- 


e"^J■   ^8J"ic 


Nevertheless  Dr.  Emhiy  went  through  the  Boston  Medical 
Institute  and  "examined"  Dr.  Edmondson  as  to  bis  fltoesa  for 
his  position  with  the  institute. 

THB  VELVET  QIX>VE 

The  institute  seemed  to  have  had  a  regular  set  method 
of  dealing  with  the  unwary  flies  which  fell  into  its  trap.  One 
of  the  complainants  in  the  case  against  E.  R.  Hibbard,  as 
representing  the  institute,  was  Mr.  B.  of  V/isconsin.  In  Mr. 
B's  complaint  it  is  shown  that  when  he  was  about  19  or  20 
years  old  he  was  influenced  by  the  advertising  literature 
of  the  Boston  Medical  Institute  to  seel:  treatment  from  it, 
through  the  mails  for  occasional  ni^ht  emissions.  Such  a 
condition  in  a  healthy  young  man  of  the  age  of  Mr.  B  at  that 
t[me  is  entirely  normal.  This  concern,  howeverj  represented  to 
Mr.  B  that  be  was  in  a  serious  state,  suffering  from  sexual 
debility  and  in  need  of  immediate  and  the  most  skilled  atten- 
tion. Quoting  the  language  of  the  concern  to  Mr.  B,  he  was 
advised  that  his  case  had  been  carefullv  considered  by  the 
institute  staff  of  specialists,  who  had  de  d  d  tl  at  h  wa  ! 
fering  from  "spermatorrhea,  passive  cong  t  n  f  th  k  d  y 
partial  impotency  and  nervous  debility,'  d  h  wa  f  mod 
that  unless  he  apeeoily  obtained  "energ  t  and  w  II  d  ected 
treatment,  the  inevitable  result  will  be  t  nly  b  akd  un 
of  the  general  nervous  system,  but  a  compl  t  t  n  t  n  f  tl 
sexual  powers  themselves."     He   was  fu  th  Id         \\ 

pleased,  however,  to  state  that,  if  you  at    n      be<4n  an    (fi     nt 
medical   treatment,  we   do   hereby   absolute!        u     an 
ultimate  restoration  to  perfect  health  o        fund  y  d  lla 

paid  to  us  in  fee,  and  it  is  our  belief  tl  t  tl  sam  an  b 
brought  about  in  from  two  and  one-half       f  nth 

Services  and  Tnedicines  were  offered  f  $10  f  the  fi  st 
month  and  $8  for  each  of  the  succeeding  m  nth 

Mr.  B  testifies  that  he  treated  with  th  t      te  f      tw  nty 

three  months,  and  at  the  end  of  the  tim  1  1  al  b  wa  com 
pletely  wrecked,  and  he  was  compelled  to  g  to  b  s  phy  n 
for  attention.  Mr.  B  testified  that  altog  ther  h  pa  d  th  t 
tute  more  than  SlfiO.  He  finally  became  convinced  that  the 
institute  was  not  curing  him  and  was  only  injuring  his  health 
and  securing  more  money  from  him  without  giving  him  any 
real- benefit.  He  therefore  demanded  the  return  of  his  money 
In  accordance  with  tlie  promise  and  guaranty  made  to  him 
tlutt,  if  he  was  not  cured,  hia  money  would  be  refunded.    The 
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lettor  of  the  eompan;  written  him  in  reply  to  this  demand, 
refuses  him  his  money  under  tlie  pretext  that  he  had  not  been 
guaranteed  a  cure  in  any  definite  time;  and  despite  tlie  fact 
that  the  institute  had  been  handling  his  case  for  nearly  two 
years,  it  had  tlie  audacity  to  suggest  that  it  could  ultimately 
cure  him  if  he  would  indefinitely  continue  trektment. 


When  Mr.  B  attempted  to  press  his  claim  for  the  re- 
turn of  his  money  he  was  advised  that  bis  "scurrilous,  defam- 
ing and  blackmailing  letter"  would  be  placed  in  "the  bands 
of  our  attorneys  to  prosecute  you  to  the  fuU  extent  o(  tlie 
law." 

Dr.  Robert  A.  Kitto,  Racine,  WiH.,  whom  Mr.  B  consulted 
after  diacont inning  treatment  from  the  institute,  testified 
that  when  Mr.  B  came  to  him  he  was  "very  nervous 
and  debilitated.  He  was  in  what  we  call  a  hypochondriac 
condition.  That  Is,  he  was  largely  imaginary,  worrying,  and 
very  weak,  emaciated  and  pale.  My  treatment  of  him  was 
tonic  and  advice.  I  adviaed  him  not  to  worry  about  his  con- 
dition, that  it  was  not  as  bad  as  he  supposed  it  was,  and  ft 
was  a  good  deal  of  imagination,  and  that  was  working  on  his 
mind,  and  his  mind  was  working  on  hii  body,  and  that  made 
him  feel  as  be  did,  when  in  reality  he  was  not  diseased,  as 
tie  imagined  he  was.  I  gave  him  very  simple  tonics,  wbat 
we  call  tissue  medicine,  or  building  medicine.  I  treated  him 
about  three  or  four  months,  I  think,  constantly.  'When  I  got 
through  I  considered  him  nil  right.  He  had  been  cured  at 
that  time." 

ETFECT   OF   HDCH    UTEBATUBB  OH  THE  lONOBAKT  TOUHG 

The  case  of  Mr.  B  seems  to  illustrate  a  point  made  by  Dr. 
Harold  N.  Moyer,  of  Chicago.  Pr,  Moyer  was  asked  the  fol- 
lowing question: 

Q.  I  irllt  esk  ;iu  to  state  In  j'Oiir  opinion,  doctor,  wbat  Ibc 
.  Pllccta  the  sending  of  sucb  a  pamphlet  as  "Oovernment  Eihlbit 
1'6."  entitled  "Perfect  Manhood."  to  an  Ineipertenced  and  Ignorant 
boy  or  to  a  boy  wbo  bad  not  seen  a  great  dcni  ot  Che  world,  wlio 
had  not  had  much  eiperiencp.  who  had  had  ntghtlj  emissions 
occasionally  and  had  practiced  self-Hbuse  soinewhat.  what  effect. 
Id  your  opinion,  would  the  putting  ot  such  a  liaok  as  that  in  the 
hands  ot  sucb  a  boy  have ;  or  the  sending  ot  It  to  him  or  the 
distributing  ot  it  to  him — I  don't  mean  the  giving  ot  It  to  him  by 
bis  father^hut  picking  It  up  on  the  street,  or  finding  it  at  a 
picnic,  or  having  it  put  In  bis  wagon,  a  farmer's  boy,  while  be 
was  in  town  and  picking  It  up  secretly — secretly  reading  !tT 

A.  I  think  the  elTect  would  be  to  cause  a  oervoua  condition  In 
that  person,  and  I  tbink  he  would  have  nervous  troubles  develop- 
ing from  it.  heeause  It  would  create  »  disease  tn  him  or  a  mental 
disease  In  him  that  did  not  exist  He  would  think  he  bad  some- 
thing the  matter  with  him  which  he  did  not  have.  That  Is  what  I 
think  would  be  the  eHeet  of  such  teaching  as  this  book  contains. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  wbat.  In  your  opinion,  woold  be  the  effect  an 
such  a  young  man  or  boy  after  reading  that  book  to  get  Into  cor- 
respondence   witb    the    Boston    Mcdlral    Institute,    which   WM   flla- 
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trlbuting  It,  and  after  haTlng  correaponded  at  a  dlslniic^e  with  tbe 
inatllute  for  seTeral  moDtlis.  .and  taklnt;  those  medlclaca  and  writ- 
ing his  symptoms  on  blaahs  that  were  seat  to*blm  tor  that  purpose, 
and  becplnc  ihat  up  tor  several  roonlhg  and  paying  the  money 
monthly,  what  would  you  say  would  be  the  effect  od  a  boy  of  that 
khid.  of  that  kind  ot  treatment! 

A,  1  would  eay  that  would  tend  to  keep  up  tbe  nervouB  condl' 
tloD.  and  that  It  would  Impair  suob  a  person's  health. 

A  TYPICAL  CASE 

Mr.  A  another  of  tbe  complainants,  Jiad  an  experience 
similar  to  tliat  of  Mr.  B.  When  Mr.  A  was  "going  on  17 
years"  he  lived  in  Ana  Arbor  and  was  an  organ  maker  who 
was  doing  a  full  day's  work  every  day.  He  testified  that  "tlie 
condition  of  my  healtli  prior  to  January,  1906,  seemed  all  riglit 
except  that  1  bad  bad  habits."  It  waa  brought  out  in  the 
cross-examination  that  Mr.  A  had  practiced  self-abuse  for  a 
year  and  a  halt.  At  the  time  Mr.  A  began  the  practice  he  did 
not  know  anything  of  its  elfects.  When  be  found  out  tliat  it 
was  a  "bad"  habit  he  "gradually  slowed  down,"  and  at  the  end 
of  six  monthg  discontinued  it. 

One  day,  near  the  Ann  Arbor  depot  he  picked  up  a  Boston 
Medical  Institute  pamphlet — "Our  Army  and  Navy."  Mr. 
A  testified:  "I  read  every  word  of  this  pamphlet,  through. 
I  commenced  to  think  about  it,  and  I  thought  I  was  very  aick, 
and  I  cut  out  the  question  blank  and  sent  it  to  the  Boston 
Medical  Institute."  Mr.  A  Iiad  nightly  emissions  "about  once 
in  every  two  weeks."  At  this  time  the  practice  ot  selt'SbuBe 
had  been  discontinued.  The  Boston  Medical  Institute  pre- 
tended that  he  was  in  a  most  serious  state,  was  sutTering  from 
sexual  debility,  and  required  immediate  and  skilled  att«ntioo. 
He  took  the  treatment  for  about  seven  months  in  1005  and  for 
about  three  months  in  1006.  He  alleges  that  as  a  result  his 
digestion  was  ruined,  and  that  because  of  the  treatment  he 
was  compelled  to  obtain  the  attention  of  a  local  physician. 


The  letters  which  he  received  from  the  institute  while  under 
treatment  were  a'l  of  a  character  to  induce  Iiim  to  pro- 
long the  treatment.  The  treatment  commenced  Jan.  25,  1005. 
In  March  he  was  advised:  "Greatly  pleased  with  progress — we' 
are  greatly  interested  in  your  case."  In  April:  "Trusting 
that  you  will  continue  to  manifest  a  hearty  good  will  in 
cooperating  with  us— especially  interested  in  case — our  entire 
board  of  physicians  following  your  progress."  In  June; 
"Sorry  you  feel  discouraged,  and  we  assure  you  that  there 
is  no  reason  whatever  for  you  to  do  so — it  would  be  nothing 
short  of  criminal  to  quit  how."  In  Jutyr  "We  "are  pleased 
with  the  continued  improvement  in  your  condition,  and  i^an 
a.saure  you  that  you  are  improving  nicely." 

About  this  time  Mr.  A  became  discouraged  and  dropped 
the  treatment,   but  in  December,   1905,  was    induced  to   take 
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it  up  again  by  tlie  representations  of  tbe  institute  that  "we 
do  absolutelj'  guarantee  tliat  our  -treatment  will  check  all 
unnatural  losses  and  restore  tlie  organs  to  their  natural  size, 
strength  and  vigor,  and  as  a  result  of  such  vigor  ;ou  will 
certainly  feel  like  a  new  man  in  three  months."  In  January, 
1H06,  he  was  informed  that  "we  are  greatly  pleased  with  the 
progress  made  thus  tar."  In  March,  1906 :  "Although  your 
improvement  is  quite  slow,  it  is  steady." 

THE   I.1STITUTE   SHOWS   THE   CLOVEN   HOOF 

Mr,  A  finally  became  convinced  that  instead  of  curing 
him  the  institute  was  seriously  endangering  his  health,  and 
ceased  the  treatment  and  applied  for  the  return  of  his  money, 
in  accordance  with  the  company's  guarantee.  He  was  ad- 
vised that  the  company  had  never  guaranteed  to  cure  him  in 
any  certain  time;  also  that  he  had  not  been  promised  that 
all  of  his  money  would  be  returned,  but  that  only-  the  insti- 
tute fee  would   be  refunded,  if    be  was  not  cured,  and   that 


I'hotographlc  reproduction  trednced)  or  a  letterhead  of  Hibbard's 
concern.  Notice  the  stntement  printed  at  the  lop  of  tlic  Iplter.  "All 
corrpspondenco  strictly  confidi'Dllal ;"  then  nole  (below)  the  threat 
made   by   tJU'Se  quacks   to   cxpdkg    the   wt-'ahaess   u(  a   patient  who 


this  tee  was  onij-  ''10  per  cent,  of  all  you  paid  us."  Tbe  insti' 
tute  refused  to  return  even  this,  pretetiding  that  it  had  not 
failed  to  cure  him.  He  was  further  advised:  "Let  ua  tell 
yOu  now  that  if  you  cause  us  any  trouble  about  this  matter, 
or  try  to  do  so,  we  will  have  good  grounds  against  you  for 
Blander  and  defamation  of  character.  We  do  not  wish  to 
get  into  any  trouble  with  you  about  the  matter,  but  if  you 
persist  in  it  and  bring  it  on  yourself,  we  are  sure  that  we 
shall  defend  ourselves  to  tbe  limit,  and  ice  iiitl  show  tluit 
at  the  time  you  began  the  treatment  you  Kere  praetieing 
these  seeret  maaturhatton  hahita,  [Italics  ours, — Ed,]  We 
will  also  have  something  to  say  along  other  lines  when  you  are 
done  with  all  you  wiali  to  do — we  will  show  you  that  this  very 
letter  in  our  possession  to-day  on  this  subject  is  a  ground  for 
blackmail  on  your  part  against  us." 
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This  threat  publicly  to  expose  the  wealmeBaea  and  infirm- 
ities of  potients,  given  in  profossional  confidence,  is  in  strange 
contrast  with  the  assurance  printed  at  tlic  top  of  each  letter: 
"All  correspondence  strictly  confidentia]." 

ATTE11PT8  TO  SECUBE  BETUBs  OF  cobbespondi:nce 

The  correspondence  betn'cen  the  institute  and  patients,  sub' 

mitted  with  the    complaints    to    the    Postofflee  Department, 

shows  the  Hignificant  fact  that  the  institute  had  endeavored 
to  obtain  the  return  to  it  of  all  its  correspondence  to  patientt 
by  printing  on  the  reverse  side  of  its  letters  forms  for  the 
patients  to  All  in  and  return  to  the  institute,  reporting  the 
progress  of  their  cases.  1'liis  practice  of  the  company  would 
seem  to  indicate  that  they  recognizitd  that  the  matter  desired 
to  be  returned  was  of  an  incriminating  nature.  This  is  plainly 
shown  by  the  cases  discovereil  by  the  inspector,  in  which 
money  was  paid  by  the  institute  for  tlie  return  of  its  cor- 
respondence, which  it  had  failed  to  obtain  by  the  first-men- 
tioned method. 

In  the  case  of  a  Mr.  D  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Boston  Medical 
Institute  wrote  him  July  3,  I1K>6,  in  part  as  follows: 

"We  wish  to  seltle  thai  trouble  and  have  no  more  to  do  with 
you.  Will  pay  jou-  Ibe  fiO  jou  ask  [t  you  will  comply  with  the 
followlns  rondltlona,  aud  scad  us  an  express  C.  O.  Q.  {or  the  t40. 
In  ttic  package  we  ivlsb  yon  to  place  alt  the  letters,  psniptilels, 
clips,  etc..  that  were  ever  sent  you.  Including  the  two  Bbeela  of  the 
tetter  of  dlnenoBla  and  terms  llrst  si>iic  you  :  also  eIkd  the  enclosed 
Btslemenl  with  your  full  name,  and  date  It.  and  give  \is  the  prlT- 
llege  of  examination  before  paying  the  C.  O.  D..  and  we  will  pay  It 
l(  all  these  things  are  In  It." 


For  the  purpose  of  testing  the  skill  and  honesty  of  the 
business  as  regards  the  diagnosing  and  treatment  of  .  cases, 
the  inspectors  caused  three  test  letters  to  be  sent  to  the  Boston 
Medical  Institute,  and  the  results  are  given  as  follows: 

I.  T.  M.  Iforon,  Cantoa,  III.  In  ISN  cose  the  Inapeclors  after 
opening  correspondence  with  the  Institute  as  frooi  a  regular 
patient,  submitted  aymptoma  of  a  plain,  uacompllcnted  and  patent 
CBM'  of  bydrocele.  This  Is  a  condition  recognized  by  nil  reputable 
praetltlonTs  of  medicine  ns  amenable  only  to  surelcal  treatment. 
The  Institute,  recognizing  It  could  give  no  serylce  of  value  through 
the  malls  for  the  bydrocele.  falsely  pretcndi'd  thst  the  condition  van 
"sexual  ncnraslbenla."  n  term  that  covers  a  great  many  altmenta 
and  diseases:  bb.  for  Instance,  •■nervoiis  debility  or  general  weak 
nCBB  of  the  nervous  sj-Blem.  pecnilnr  pnlna  aod  achea  In  different 
parts  of  the  body,  tired  and  cihnu>'ted  feeling,  and  so  forth."  None 
of  these  Bymploms  were  given  by  the  patient;  but  the  patient  waa 
nsBured  that  the  instllutc  could  cure  tile  condition  diagnosed  in 
from  two  and  one-half  to  four  monllia.  and  urged  the  parly  to  take 
treatment  at  (12  for  the  Hrst  month  and  fS  for  each  succeeding 
monll). 

t.  J«hn  B.  Oardarr,  nrnnlprhl.  Mo.  In  this  test  the  Inspectors 
submitted  symptoms  sbonlng  a  plain,  uncomplicated  and  patent 
case  of  varicocele,  which  Ix  also  n  condition  recognized  by  all 
reputable  pbyalclans  as  amenable  only  to  aiirglcnl  treatment.  If 
any  be  required.      In  tbia  Instance  the  Inslllule  wrote:   "The  phy- 
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mndltion,  and  you  to  be  Buffer  lag  from  sexual  neumstbenla, 
[slsel;  called  Bpermutorrlic-a,"  and  urged  Ibe  patleiit  to  take  treat- 
ment (ram  tbe  lostltule  tor  f  12  for  tbe  first  montb  and  t8  for  each 
montb  tbEreafleP,  under  the  promlae ;  "We  do  hereby  absolute]/ 
guacmteo  jour  ulllmatc  cure  for  tbe  trouble  diagnosed  or  refund 
to  ;ou  eTer;  dollar  you  bave  paid  U9  Id  fee,  and  it  la  our  belief 
tbat  your  cure  can  be  a  r  ram  pi  Is  bed  in  from  two  and  one-halt  to 
four  months."      This  diagboslB  la  on  a  printed  form,  which  shows 

lated  to  create'  a  condition  of  fear  In  the  mind  of  the  patient: 
■"We  also  desire  to  add  that  we  do  not  regard  your  trouble  as  espe- 
cially UuneerouB  to  jour  lite  at  present,  or  deeice  lo  frlgbten  you 
Id  any  manner  or  eiaegerate  your  complaints,  but  at  tbe  same  time 
'  we  do  regard  them  aa  daogetous  to  your  sciual  health  and  happi- 
ness, if  you  allow  them  lo  go  unchecked,  tor  these  troubles  are 
pfogressiye  and  demand  immediate  treatment,  which  we  are  pre- 
pared to  give." 

S.  E.  J.  Robb_,  Aurora,  III.  A  test  similar  to  the  Gardner  test 
was  conducted  under  the  name  of  E.  J.  llobb.  the  inspectors  sub- 
mitting a  plain  and  uncomplicated  case  of  varlcacele.  and  recelTlng 
Che  same  atoek  diagnosis  In  answer  thereto. 

FBiUDtlLENT  PRETENSES  OF  INSTITOTB 

These  teats  show  aQirmatively  that  it  was  the  practice  and 
intent  of  this  institute  to  endeavor  to  obtain  money  from 
tlie  unfortunate  by  falsely  and  fraudulently  pretending  that 
it  could  treat  them  through  the  mails  succeaafully  and  thereby 
inducing  tiiem  to  purclmse  tre.atment,  although  it  knew  it 
could  give  no  treatment  of  value  by  mail  for  the  conditions 
from  which  they  were  suffering.  The  recognition  that  the 
institute  could  give  no  services  of  value  in  the  test  cases 
conducted  by  the  inspectors  is  not  only  patent  from  the  cases 
themselves,  but  was  conceded  by  Mr.  Hibbard,  the  manager 
and  proprietor  of  the  business,  in  his  written  answers  to 
questions  propounded  to  him  by  the  inspectors  with  refer- 
ence to  these  cases. 

The  facta  disclosed  by  Mr.  A'3,  B's,  D's  and  other  com- 
plaints show  that  the  promises  given  by  this  institute 
to  secure  patients;  that  in  case  of  failure  to  elTect  a 
cure  ail  money  paid  will  be  refunded,  are  not  made  in  good 
faith  or  honestly,  but  are  held  out  fraudulently  and  without 
any  intention  on  the  part  of  those  conducting  the  buatness 
to  fullill  them;  but  rather  that  the  intention  was  to  refuse 
to  return  the  money,  to  make  such  requests  matters  of  con- 
troversy, to  claim  that  such  requests  ftere  blackmail,  to 
threaten  public  exposure  of  patients,  to  claim  that  no  time 
was  absolutely  specified  and  that  therefore  there  could  be 
no  claim  for  a  refund,  to  claim  that  the  promise  was  not 
that  all  the  money  would  be  refunded,  but  only  the  fee. 

Concerning  this  last  point,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that 
to  the  inspector's'  queation  as  to  what  he  meant  by  the  state- 
ment in  his  letters,  "We  absolutely  guarantee  to  cure  or  refund 
every  dollar  paid  to  us  in  fee."  Mr.  Hibbard  answered  "We 
meant  all  money  paid — every  cent." 
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The  iDBpecton  Mked  Mr.  Hibbard  to  cite  inatances  in  which 
the  money  of  uneured  putienU  had  been  refunded.  Mr.  Hib- 
b&rd  declined  to  do  bo,  and  f^ve  aa  his  reason  tliat  the  names 
of  patients  were  held  confidential.     The   government  exhibit 

of   letters    threatening    patients    with   public    exposure    is    in 
startling  contrast  to  this  statement. 


An  interesting  feature  of  the  trial  was  the  fact,  which  was 
made  evident,  that  there  are  physicians,  who  desire  to  be 
known  as  good  and  regular  practitioners,  who  for  solicitation 
and  hire  will  defend  such  an  institution  as  the  Boston  Med- 
ical Institute  was  proved  to  be,  and,  furtherniore,  one  of 
these  men  testified  that  he  believed  the  effects  of  distribution 
of  such  literature  as  that  sent  out  by  the  .institute  was  good. 

At  the  end  of  the  trial  it  was  found  that  the  business  con- 
ducted under  the  names  Boston  Medical  Institute.  F.  L.  Hib- 
bard,  E.   R.   Hihbard,  Bellevue  Medical   Institute,   B.   Norton 
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and  B.  Newtm,  tm  a  scheme  for  obtaining  mone^  through 
the  mails  by  meane  of  false  and  fraudulent  pretenses;  and 
a  verdict  against  Edward  R.  Hibbard  was  given  as  cited  in 
the  b^inning  of  this  article. — (Modified  from  the  Journal  A. 
M.  A.,  Oct.  17,  1908.) 

Hibbard  Pleads  Guilty 
The  Boston  Medical  Institute  and  the  Bellevue  Medical 
Institute  were  two  names  used  on  separate  entrances  to  a 
single  quack  concern  in  Chicago.  The  institute  pui  ported  to 
treat  the  "private  diseaseB  of  men,"  but  a  federal  court 
decided  that  the  business  was  a,  scheme  for  obtaining  money 
through  the  mails  by  means  of  fraudulent  pretenses.  E.  R. 
Hibbard — who  seemed  to  be  the  owner^was  sentenced  to  two 
years'  imprisonment  and  to  pay  a  fine  of  $1,SOO  and  costs. 
He,  of  course,  appealed,  and  his  case  was  remanded  for  a  new 
trial.  Recent  issues  of  Chicago  papers  state  that,  rather  than 
undergo  the  new  trial,  Hibbard  has  pleaded  guilty.  The  gov- 
ernment has  decided  that  payment  of  the  flne  of  $1,SOO  and 
costs  would  be  BufTicient  punishment. —  (From  the  Journal  A. 
U.  A.,  Nov.  IS,  11)00.) 

C.     H.     CARSON    AND     HIS    TEUPLE    OF    HEALTH 

IC.  H.  Carson  is  a  quack  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  who  has 
grown  ricli  by  humbugging  and  defrauding  the  aJck.  *  The 
following  article  appeared  in  the  editorial  pages  of  THE 
JOUKNAL  of  the  AmerLcan  Medical  Association,  Sept.  30,  1911, 
commenting  on  a  particularly  disgraceful  phitse  of  Carson's 
quackery.] 

Religion  and  Quackery 

For  years  the  religioua  press  reeked  with  unsavory  adver- 
tisements of  nostrums  and  quacks  of  varying  degrees  of  fraud- 
ulency  and  indecency.  Public  opinion  finally  forced  the  more 
influential  church  papers  to  throw  out  this  class  of  adver- 
tising and  to-day,  except  for  some  of  the  more  insignificant 
publications,  the  religious  journals  are  practically  free  from 
the  blight  of  "patent  medicine"  advertisements.  That  quack- 
ery still  seems  to  possess  a  peculiar  fascination  for  tlie  clergy, 
however,  was  recently  shown  in  an  episode  tliat  occurred  at 
Kansas  City,  Wo.  That  city  is  the  unfortunate  posaesBOr  of 
a  quack  named  Carson — Hiram  Carson,  or  as  he  calls  himself 
"Dr.  C.  H.  Carson,"  This  charlatan  has  grown  rich,  thanks 
to  a  venal  press  and  the  large  supply  of  gullible  sick.  He 
used  to  "treat"  by  means  of  "vital  force,"  developed  by. rub- 
bing his  victims  with  vaselin  mixed  with  red  pepper.  The 
tingling  produced  by  the  red  pepper  was,  he  assured  liis  dupes, 
the   "vital   force."     Later  he   improved   on   this   "treatment" 
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and  had  his  aseiatants  give  out  slips  of  tisaue  paper  that  lie 
liad  "magnetized."  These  slips  the  pattenta  were  instmt^ted 
to  pin  on  tlieir  nightgowns  between  the  shoulder-blades! 
Carson  is  now  operuting  what  be  calls  the  "Temple  of 
Health,"  and  advertisLng  heavily.  A9  a  means  of  drumming 
up  trade  Carson  occasionally  gives  elaborate  "receptions"  at 
his  "Temple  of  Health,"  to  which  the  curious  are  invited.  A 
little  while  ago  a  meeting  ot  this  kind  was  held  at  which, 
as  a  crowning  advertising  stroke,  Carson  got  the  pastor  of 
one  of  the  leading  Congregational  cliurches  of  the  city — the 
Rev.  J.' B.  Silcox — to  give  an  addreasi  This  address  and 
other  details  of  the  "reception"  occupied  nearly  two  columns 
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thank  heaven '.  If  there  ia  ODe  class  of  men  more  than 
another  that  should  stand  between  aufFering  ignorance  and 
the  machinations  of  the  miserable  harpi«s  of  the  Carson 
type,  it  ia  the  ministry.  If  there  is  one  man  more  than 
anotlier  who  should  expose  the  deception  and  coveteouauess 
of  the  quack,  it  ia  tlie  man  who  professes  to  follow  the  teach- 
ings of  Him  whose  voice  was  always  raised  against  ahams 
and  cheats  and  the  cupidity  of  avarice.  Yet  we  have,  in  the 
address  of  Rev.  Mr.  Silcox,  the  unedifying  spectacle  of  a 
Christian  clergyman  lending  the  influence  of  his  doth  and 
personality  to  further  the  cause  of  one  who  fattens  by-deeeiv- 
ing  the  sick  and  suffering. 

[The  foregoing  article  called  forth  no  comment  from  Carson 
for  over  a  month.  Then  a  letter  was  received  by  The  Joubnal 
demanding  an  apology  and  threatening,  if  it  was  not  forth- 
coming, to  appeal  to  the  courts.  The  Journal's  answer  to 
this  threat  was  the  following  editorial  that  appeared  Dec. 
0,  IBll.  In  the  same  issue  there  was  published  a  good  deal 
of  information  obtained  under  oath  from  Carson,  himself, 
and  from  the  individual  who  conducted  the  "school"  in  which 
Carson  claimed  to  have  received  his  medical  education.  This 
matter  also  is  reproduced.  At  the  time  this  hook  is  being 
prepared — nearly  a  year  after  The  Jouknal  had  'called"  Car- 
son's bluff — nothing  further  has  hecn  heard  from  him!] 
C.  H.  Caison— Quack 

In  The  Joubxal  for  September  30,  reference  was  made 
editorially  to  "Dr."  C.  H.  Carson,  the  Kansas  City  gentleman 
who  conducts  the  "Temple  of  Health"  for  the  "Treatment  of 
Disease  by  the  Vital  Science  System."  In  our  editorial  we 
were  constrained  to  refer  to  Carson  aa  a  quack,  also  as  a 
charlatan  and  a  humbug.  We  used  other  adjectives  equally 
»mcomplimentary.  After  waiting  a  month,  "Dr."  Carson 
reached  the  conclusion  that  we  liad  both  libeled  and  slan- 
dered htm  and  wrote  a  long  letter  to  The  Journal  apprising 
it  of  thia  opinion.  In  his  letter,  the  high  priest  of  the 
"Temple  of  Health"  says  that  he  is  "very  sorry  indeed  that 
so'  high-toned  a  journal"  as  The  Joubnal  of  the  American 
Medical  Association  should  contain  such  an  article.  We 
acknowledge  "Dr."  Carson's  judgment  in  estimating  the  value 
of  The  Jol'rsal,  and  are  willing,  also,  to  admit  that  he 
doubtless  m  very  sorry  that  the  article  appeared. 

"Dr."  Carson  says:  "I  write  this  letter  in  the  spirit  of 
kindness  and  hope  it  will  be  received  by  you  in  tlie  same 
way."  And  furtlier  he  tells  us  that  he  has  "recently  won  in 
a  long-drawn-out  litigation"  in  which  questions  regarding 
his  "credentials"  and  his  "diploma"  mere  discussed.  He  says 
that  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Missouri  investigated  the 

Cv)i,)'^lc 
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matter  tliorouglily  niid  timt  '"the  Btnnding  of  the  school  [from 
which  he  '"graduated"]  and  its  right  to  issue  diplomas  were 
finatl;  established,  and  no  question  regarding  this  has  ever 
.  arisen  since."  This  is  an  interesting  statement,  aa  our  readers 
will  agree  after  reading  the  testimony  reproduced  on  anotlier 
page  relative  to  this  "school,"  "'Dr."  Carson  objects  to  our 
calling  the  "scliool"  from  which  lie  "graduated"  a  defunct 
institution,   and   plaintively   observes:    "A    school    may   pass 


Full-page  adTCrtlsempnta  arp  eicpenslvp,  but  Caraon  can  eaailj 
attora  tL«m.  Thej  are  piiici  for,  of  courae,  by  the  poor  dupes  who 
Piebange  good  money  tot  woithEcas  and  ftaudulent  ""trcutmentH." 
Tbis  la  a  pbotogmph  of  a  page  ndTerdaemenC  Id  a  Kansas  City 
paper,    it  appeared  n  few  ilays  after  our  first  cxpoB^  of  this  humbug. 

out  of  \istence  tl  out  tl  ere  be  ng  any  reason  for  calling 
it  defunct  D  ct  onar  es  and  other  so  rces  of  real  informa- 
tion are  doubtless  closed  books  to  tl  e    dcntor."  - 

Carson  sa^s  further  tl  at  )  s  stind  ng  is  a  moral,  upright 
man     has  not  been  q      t  oned     e  e     b     the  doctors  of  raed- 
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icine"  of  Kansas  City.  Tliis  Btatetnent,  doubtleas,  is  as  far 
from  the  trutli  as  many  other  statements  emanatiDg  from 
the  "Temple  of  Health."  The  opinions  of  the  decent  tnedka) 
men  of  Kansas  City  as  to  the  "morality"  and  "uprightness" 
of  a  man  who  will  defraud  the  sick  and  the  suffering  by  sell- 
ing them  slips  of  tissue  paper  as  "cures"  for  disease,  can 
easily  be  imagined. 

With  his  letter,  "Dr."  Cnrson  encloses  an  advertisement 
from  the  Kansas  City  Weekly  Journal,  in  whicli  is  reproduced 
a  long  rambling  article  written  by  C.  S.  Carr,  M.D.  This 
article  is  a  write-up  of  CarEon  and  his  "Temple  of  Health." 
that  appeared  m  Carr  s  journal  and  which  has  since  been  used 
bj  Carson  as  an  advertising  asnet  To  the  uninitiated  the 
advertisement  gnes  the  impression  that  this  article  appeared 
in  a  reputable  medical  journal  and  was  written  bj  a  repu 
table  pliTSician  As  a  matter  of  fact  Carr  is  and  has  been 
for  years  emploied  by  the  Peruna  concern  he  is  engaged  in 
a  mailorder  nostrum  business  of  his  onn  and  is  Tunning  a 
pseudomedical  sheet  that  he.  cutis  the  Colambua  Sledtcal 
Journal  whose  advertising  receipts  lave  come  from  some  of 
the  worst  fakes  in  the  coiintr\  PreGumably  Carson  is  too 
Ignorant  to  understand  the  stotus  of  C  S  Carr  No  other 
supposition  would  explain  his  apparent  belief  that  an  article 
such   as  he   teada   with   his   letter   would   be   of  value   to  hi? 

Carson  furti  er  sa}s  that  our  most  unfortunate  article" 
seems  to  reflect  not  onl}  on  1  is  professional  abiht)  but 
also  on  his  integriti  ^^  e  are  glad  that  the  four  weeks 
itiidv  that  Dr  Carson  ^a\e  to  our  article  resulted  in  liis 
getting  our  meaning  as  aicnrntdy  as  le  seems  to  lave  done 
In  view  of  all  this  Carson  closes  1  is  letter  bj  asking  us  to 
kindly   pubhsh   an   editor  il  apologizing   for   ^vhnt 

has   been   said  and   asking  the   pardon  of  the  ones 

you  have  injured  ' 

If  me  will  perform  this  small  service  ne  have  it  from 
Dr  Carson  that  lie  mil  tien  have  the  spirit  of  the  Master 
and  sav  Father  lorgne  them  for  thev  I  now  not  what  they 
do  '  But— and  here  comLs  the  chma\— if  we  feel  tiat  we 
cinnot  apologize  to  Dr  Carson  for  calling  him  a  quack  i 
ilarlatan  and  a  liumbug  lie  mil  take  tie  proper  steps  to 
see  whether  ne  will  be  uilling  so  to  apologize  after  a  legal 
decree  lias  been  obtained 

The  JoiBN\i  has  no  desire  to  do  anv  man  an  injustice 
equallj  foreign  to  it  is  anv  intention  to  indulge  in  bragga 
docio  or  bluff  ueverthehss  after  considering  the  question 
from  all  angles  ani  with  an  eve  single  to  the  principles  of 
justice  to  the  individual  and  tie  enlightenment  of  the  pubbc 
it  IS  constrainel  to  make  the  following  reply  to  the  letter 
received  from   tie   owner  of  tie     Temple  of  Health  Dr" 

Carson  is  a  quack     le   is  a   chnrlitan   and  le  is  a  humbug 
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and,  in  the  interests  of  public  safety  and  for  the  protection 
ot  the  Buaceptible  sick,  Tiie  Joubnal  of  the  American  Med- 
ical Association  will  be  pleased,  if  necessary,  to  prove  its 
statements  in  tlie  courts. 

Some  Sworn  Testimony  Regarding  Caiaon's  Piofesdonal  and 

Educational   Qualifications 

Three   or   four  years   ago,  George   Creel,   the   editor  of   the 

Independent,  exposed  Carson's  charlatanry  and  fakiahness.    As 


r.  C.  H.  CKtKB,  tlic.Xuius  City 

Hcalci,  AanouDcn  He  HuCon- 

icied  Drc4d  Ailm^t  Witbout 


Author  of  New  TMSlmenl  Volun- 
'  tarilyORcntoPoBtaLargeSimi 
Honey  In  Support  of  His  Con- 


a  "come  back,"  Carson  published  statements  to  which  Mr. 
Creel  took  exception  and  which  resulted  in  Carson  being  sued 
for  slander.     Depositions  were  taken  in  this  case  from  which 
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we  are  going  to  quote  somewliat  extensively.  It  slioutd  be 
explained  that  at  the  same  time  tliat  the  testimony  was 
being  collected  in  'this  case  a  criminal  prosecution  was  being 
brought  against  Curson  by  the  state  of  Missouri,  charging 
him  with  practicing  meilicine  witliout  a  license.  This  will 
make  clear  whj'  Carson  refused  to  answer  questions  to  which 
no  reputable  practitioner  of  medicine  would  have  hesitated 
to  reply.  In  tlie  matter  that  follows,  Mr.  Reed,  who  speaks 
occasionally  for  Carson  and  on  whose  advice  Carson  refused 
to  answer  questions,  was  one  of  the  numerous  attorneys 
employed  by  this  quack  to  defend  him.  The  matter  that 
immediately  follows  and  in  which  Carson  shows  an  unwill- 
ingness to  state  the  business  in  which  he  was  engaged,  was 
elicited  on  direct  examination  by  Mr,  Frank  P.  Walsh.  Mr. 
Walsh  was  the  special  conusel  appointed  by  the  State  Board 
of  Health  to  prosecute  Carson  for  practicing  medicine  without 
a  license: 


Queilton  — Wbat  1b  your  nai 
Answer— C.  Hlcam  CaiBOn. 
Question —V/bat  does  tlie  " 


guegHoB— How  old  are  yon,  doctor? 
Anatcer — I    have  pnsaed  the   age   ol  elity-i 
tbiee  on  the  22nd  day  of  the  preseat  month. 
Queition —Where  do  you  live? 
Aneicer — I  live  Id  Kansas  CIt;. 


e  November, 

Quotion — What  le  your  bushiess? 

Mr  Reed  We  decline  to  answer  the  question  because  the  plalnlllT 
In  this  case  has  iDsligsted  a  crlmlual  proscculloa  agalDEt  Ibis 
dcCeadant  In  tbe  Criminal  Court  of  Jackson  County,  Missouri, 
charging  him  with  practicing  medicine  without  s  license,  and  the 
ansner  II  glvca.  might  he  used  ngalnst  tbla  wlloess  In  tbe  cilmlDul 
proscLutlon    and  mlghl  tend  to  convict  him  In  that  case. 

Question — Do  you  advertise  yourself  as  a  divine  healer} 

Mr  Reed  That  la  objected  to,  aod  the  wltauBs  declines  lo  answer 
foi  tbe  reason  that  there  Is  a  charge  Dow  pending  against  him  In 
the  Lrlmlnnl  Court  at  Jnckson  County,  Missouri,  loEtigated  by  the 
plaintiff  In  this  case  charging  him  with  practicing  the  healing  art, 
and  the  answer,  it  given,  might  tend  to  convict  him  of  the  offeose 
charged 

Commtssioncr;   The  question  was,  Do  yon  advertise  yourself  sa  a 

AnsioeT — Foe  reasons  stated  by  my  attorney  1  refuse  to  answer. 

Question  — Do  you  letuse  to  answer  us  to  whether  you  advertise 

yourself  as  a  divine  healer  on  the  ground  that  your  answer  might 


Mr   Reed     Objec 
answer  it  for  the  same  reason  g 
Commtseioner: — Vou  decline 
inSKer—Yes.  sir. 


,t  your  answ 
—I  do. 
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[Carson  used  to  call  liie  institution  tbe  College  of  Psjchle 
Sarcology  and  at  the  same  time  lie  pubtished  an  advertising 
sheet  called  tlie  Psychic  World.  Some  of  the  questions  and 
anawera  regarding  this  publication  follow:] 

Queitlon. — Wbat  la  tbe  College  of  PsTClilc  Sarcology? 

Amicer  (after  argument ).^lt  Is  an  instllution  locorpocated  under 
(be  laws  of  tbe  State  of  Mlasourl,  as  a  pbllanthroplc  and  edoca- 

Ou  eg  Mob.-— Who  la  president  ot  It? 
Anawer. — C.  H.  Carson. 
Qaation.- — 1b  that  jouT 
Jtimier.— That' B  me. 

SueatioH—Who  la  Tlee-ptesldent  of  It? 
Bsaer, — K,  M.  CarBon. 
Quesfion. — Belated  to  you  In  any  way} 
Atifaer. — She  Is  mj  wife. 
Qaeetion. — Who  la  treasurer  of  It? 

Queattim. — lour  wife? 

ABttcer. — K.  M.  Caraon. 

Qlieation. — Who  li  secretary  ot  It? 

iBgicer. — I  have  Just  stated  11  -'  -  ' 

Queelion  (after  argun 
to  correapondence  for  you  i 

itiawer. — He  does— write  and  dictate  letters. 

Qutiiion  (after  argument). — Does  rianck  write  articles  for  you 
for  the  newspapers? 

Anaioer. — He  does  not, 

Quetlion. — Who  writes  articles  for  you  for  the  newspapers?  Who 
do  you  have  In  your  employ  for  that  purpoaeT 

Anttoer.^C.  H.  Caraon  writes  most  of  the  articles  for  the  news- 
papers.    I  have  no  one  In  my  employ  lo  write  articles  tor  newa- 

Qiieation. — -In  this  college  you  haye  spoken  of.  Psychic  Sarcology. 
do  you  Issue  some  kind  of  a  publication  In  connection  Iherewltb? 

Angicer  (after  argument).— For  the  reasons  given  by  my  attorney 
1  a-^cllne  to  answer  the  question  because  the  answer  to  the  question 
might  Incriminate  me  In  a  suit  now  pending  before  the  Criminal 
Court. 

Questton. — Did  the  College  ot  Psychic  Sarcology  during  the 
present  year  publish  a  paper  or  a  magailne? 

Mr.  Rted:    Now  we  object  to  that  as  absolutely  Immaterial   la 


-.  , cular  or  prospectus  of  the 

things  that   we  teach  one.     Only   one   l^sue  ot   that   la  in  eilst- 

Vuesllon.— What  la  tbe  name  ot  that? 

ditstcer.— It    is   called   a   prospectus   of   the   Caraon   College   of 
Psychic  Sarcology. 
Qiteition, — Did  you  employ  any  person  or  peraons  to  write  artlctea 


Queatton — What  was  the  name  ot  the  stenographer? 
AMvier — The   name   of   the   stenographer   that   wrote   that. — the 
writer  ot  that  was  Mrs.  Balgue. 

QueaUon —Tto  you  publish  a  book,  magazine  or  printing  and  i!all 
It  the  Psychic  World? 

Anaieey  (after  argiimentl. — For  reasons  stated  by  my  attorne.v.  I 
decline    to   answer    the    question    because    there    Is    a    suit    pending 


might  Incrlml 

Queaiioa— „ „ 

a  pamphlet  or  magazine  known  na  tbe  Piiichic  W( 


Queation  —Did  tbe  College  ot  Fsvchic  Sarcology  publish  or  print 


_  ._..  .  (atler  argomenti. — On  the  advice  ot  my  attorney  I 
decline  to  answer  the  question  for  the  same  reason  that  I  declined 
(0  answer  the  preceding  question. 


.0C)glc 


, , ^ ._■    publicBtlon    oiled   the 

Piychie  Worldt 

Qutttiou. — Did  you  employ  any  [ktbod  to  write  articles,  Including 
testlmoulalB   of  persoHB  alleeed  to  bare  been   cured  of  diseases  by 

Kur  proccae.  and  bsre  snld  articles  published  In  thla  publication 
OWD  BS  the  Ptvchie  Worldr 

Ur.  Reed;  Now  we  decline  to  answer  that  question  lor  the  reason 
that  tbe  plalntllT  In  thla  suit  baa  caused  to  be  Instigated  a  criminal 
prosecution  against  the  defcndaDt,  and  the  eTldcnce  Is  not  Intended 
to  be  uaed  In  this  case,  and  Is  not  being  called  lor  In  good  talth  for 
nse  In  this  caae, — Is  almply  aaked  for  tbe  purpoae  ot  barasslng  and 
annoying  the  delendaut  and  Inquiring  Into,  and  because  tbe  answer, 
][  given,  might  be  uaed  against  hlra  In  tbe  criminal  prosecution 
Instigated  by  tbla  plaintiff,  and  might  tend  to  Incriminate  him. 

IWe  have  referred  to  Uie  "magneti/ed"  slips  of  paper  hum- 
bug, before.  Here  is  what  Carson  liimself  admitted  under 
oath  regarding  tliis  picturesque  fake:] 

.._.__..,, _  „        .    .s'it'wilTr  .    . 

disease  7 
Aneicer. — I  do  not. 

fiiegWon. — Do  you  glye  your  patients  Blips  of  tissue   paper  and 
them  to  apply  them  to  the  part  affected? 
AnsiBtT. — I  sometimes  giye  my  patients  a  tissue  that  I  prepare 
foe  Ibe  purpose  of  being  placed  on  the  nerve  center  at  the  base  ot 
the  bralD  or  between  lue  shoulders  aod  pinned  there  to  be  worn 
during  tbe  nig  hi  and  removed  and  destroyed  in  the  morning, 
Queelion. — In  what  way  do  you  prepare  this  tissue  paper? 
Anaieer   (after  argument). — The  tissue  paper  Is  placed  between 
my  hands.     My  haoos  possess  a  magnetic  and  electric  power  t^"' 


securely  sealed,  and  an  ahsolute 


s  placed  in  an  envelope 
ir.iL  made  of  how  to  use  It. 

Question. — What  Is  the  statement  'of  bow  to  use  It! 

Aneicer. — The  statement  says;  this  Is  what  I  say  to  tbe  patient, 
"Tlace  one  ot  these  tissues'  between  your  shoulders  at  night. 

Question. — So  matter  what  disease  the  patient  bas! 

Atiiieer. — Id  case  of  eitreme  suffering  place  tbe  tissue  over  the 
■eat  of  pain.  If  you  wish  to  have  me  state  what  I  have  been  able 
to  accomplish  with  It  I  would  like  to  do  It. 

QueeHon, — Do  you  place  that  on  the  seat  ot  pain  no  loatter  where 
the  palD  Is  or  what  the  character  of  the  pain  la.  or  what  the  die 

I  simply  state  to  tbe  patients  li 

Buffeting  from  any  s — '- 

pain. — it  tbe  pain  is 

where  It  was  formerL   ^ 

Queelion. — Where  do  you  get  this  tissue  paper? 

Answer  <Btter  argumentl.^rt  Is  ordered  specially  from  a 
sale  house  ;  I  don't  remember  the  name. 


Qtieetion  — What  do  you  claim  tbat  you  put  into  tl 

-I  have  n 
—Well,  a 


!r.— I  have  answered  that  question  bi 


vered  that  question  once  or  twice.  If  you 
will  tell  me  what  tbe  foi  puts  on  the  ground  when  he  steps  on  tbe 
ground,  and  the  hounds  come  and  follow  bim  I  will  iell  you  what  I 
put  Into  the  tissue  paper. 

Queftton.^What  do  you  claim  tbat  power  is  that  you  put  in  that 
tissue  paper? 

Answer. — Some  call  it  vital  power,     gome  call  it  magnetlam. 

Question.— What  do  you  call  if; 

Answer, — I  only  know  it  gets  results.    I  g^t  the  result. 

Ouejtion.— In  every  case. 

Ans,rer.—lo    every    case,    jes,    sir.      I    don't    use    this    In    every 
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Question. — If  you  CRD  get  tbat  result,  wb;  don't  jaa  use  It  In 

Anticer. — I  use  the  original  hand  In  the  trestment. 

[Carson,  after  telling  how  he  had  cured  eases  of  appendicitis 
by  Tubbing  his  hand  over  the  patient's  stomach,  testified  as 
follows:] 

Questiott. — The  real  part  la  rubbing  the  hanfla  across  the  scomach  ? 
,    Anaaer.—Yve.  sip ;  by  uning  mj  Tltol  power. 

Question. — Do  job  have  lo  lemove  their  ctothing  to  do  tbat? 

iniicer. — Sometimes  I  do.  and  aometlmeg  I  don't. 

Qtieatlon. — Do  you  put  anjthlnK  on  your  bands! 

Question. — Do  you  ever  use  Taeelln  on  your  hands? 

AttSKier. — Capsicum  yaselln, 

[The  capsicam  (red  pepper)  in  the  vaselin  was  responsible, 
of  course,  for  the  tingling  sensation  which  tlie  patient  under- 
stood was  produced  by  "vital  force."  The  "doctor"  also 
treated  eczema.] 

Question. — Do  you  (reat  eciema? 

Jnsioer.--I  hare  treated  eczema,  but  Hr.  Ctetl  cannot  Snd.  or 
anybody  else,  where  1  claimed  that  I  cure  anything.  No  person 
has  ever  been  told  that  1  cure  anything,  I  treat  successCully  alt 
diseases,  as  to  certain  diseases  the  newspapers  may  make  It.  but 
they  make  It  without  my  permlBslon.  1  claim  to  treat  successtully. 
1  claim  to  treat  appendicitis.  I  have  treated  the  disease  known  as 
eczema.  Some  oE  the  moat  succesaful  are  simply  by  passing  my 
bands  liberally  over  tbe  form  ol  the  disease, 

9iie»flon. — Any  other  treatment? 

AtiaiBtr. — Sometimes  1  might  use  a  Tvry  simple  form  of  ointment 
(0  protect  my  bunds  from  the  lujurlaus  elTecls  of  the  disease. 

Quettion,— What  kind  of  ointment? 

Answer.— Might  be  sweet-oil, 

QvettiOH Where  do  yOD  get  It? 

Antver. — I  usually  bought  it  at  Guernsey  &  Murray's. 

Queition. — Did  you  pnt  anything  in  the  sweet -oil? 
'  Jnaicer.—Sometlmes  might  use  something  In  the  sweet-oil. 

Saeitton. — What  did  you  put  In  It? 
tMicer.— 1  don't  treat  all  cases  exactly  alike, 
Quealion. — When  you  sometimes  put  somettaing  in  It,  what  did 
you  put  In  It? 

Aniaer.-^i  didn't  put  It  In  the  sneet-oll.  I  sometimes  used  a 
plain,  simple  ointment. 

Qtieation. — What  did  you  put  In  It? 

Antwer. — Eometlmea   I    used   a   simple   ointment.      There   Is   an 


Queation. — What  was  this  simple  ointment  that  you  put  on 
your  hands? 

Anainer. — It  Is  a  prcparstlon  called  cerate. 

0«e»Hon.^-What  is  it  made  of? 

Antwer. — It  Is  a  proprietary  remedy  and  tbe  contents  ol  It  may 
not  be  absolutely  known. 

0ue8«on.^Do  you  tnow  the  contents  of  It? 

inaiBer. — Do  I  know  the  contents?  I  have  my  opinion  In  regard 
lo  tbat.  My  opinion  Is  that  it  Is  very  simple,  harmless  and  not 
very  efficient,  and  would  not  be  efficient  In  the  hands  of  a  doctor 
as  a  remedial  agent.  For  the  purpose  I  use  It  for.  It  seems  to  pro- 
duce tbe  result.     It  Is  a  proprietary  remedy. 

gueatlon.—V!hat  Is  your  opinion  of  lis  contents? 

Anawer. — I  said  It  was  a  very  simple  cerate. 

Qaeatioa. — What  Is  that? 

iniiper. — It  Is  the  simplest  kind  of  preparation  that  Is  made 
from  oil — ^from  lard — elemenlB  of  lard  from  a  bog  largely,  may  be 
composed  of  that,  and  may, contain  the  sIlRhtest  tint  of  camphor — 
little  odor  of  camphor.  I  am  only  giving  an  opinion  ;  that  Is  alt 
I  csn  say  on  tbe  sabject. 


.oiwlc 


QuealfoH.— All  you  know,  Id  your  oplDlon,  la  tbat  there  iB  a  little 
campbor  iu  It — moailr  lard? 
Anticer. — Well,  no;  not  moatly  Urd. 
Quttllon, — MOBtlr  canjplior? 
Aiiiicer.—l    doDt   knuw. 

SuesHoH. — What  la  cerate? 
iMiccr.— ^It  la  a  alniple  basic  ointment  used  (or  various  tblngs. 
Quetilvn. — I>o    jou    know    of    ;our    own    knonledge    wbat    la    in 


— Moat  cerates  are  then  olDtmeotaT. 

-Yes.  Kir. 
—Who  B 


of 


[Much  of  Carson's  advertising  is  run  in  the  form  of  reading 
matter,  being  set  in  the  same  atfle  of  type  and  having  tlie 
same  general  appearance  as  ordinary  news  items.  The  Kansas 
Pity  Journal  Ion}?  shared  the  illicit  profits  of  quackery  with 
'■Dr."  Carson,  who  used  that  paper  extensively  to  aid  him  in 
angling  for  his  dupes.    The  following  Is  interesting;] 

Jfr.  Rted. — Doctor,  did  yoa  have  loy  nrltten  contract  with  the 
Journal  with  rejrard  to  you  advertising  with  them,  or  was  It  oral? 

An»ipei, — 1  have  bo  memorj-  o(  ever  having  had  any  written 
contract  with  the  Journal  for  advertlsluE.  I  am  not  able  to 
anewer  that  question  directly,  1  can  only  say  that  I  paid  the 
Juuinul  when  they  presented  their  bills  to  me  to  pay  them. 

©KesHon. — -Did  you  make  any  agreemcDl,  or  did  you  during  the 
month,  Including  November  8.  have  any  agreement  with  them  aa 
to  the  "publication  ol  matter  for  you? 

Aniicer.—l  have  aa  agreemeut  with  them  for  publication  at  mal- 

OUMlion.^IIow  much  do  tbey  charge  you! 

intieer, — They  usually  charge  me  for  doable  ada — charge  me 
ten  cents  a  llni^ — Cor  mattei-  tliey  publlsti  as  reading  matter  they 
charge  fllty  cents  a  line ;  that  la,  on  lueldc  paeea. 

Queation. — On  outside  pagas  what  do  tbey  cbarge  you! 

Jn«u:cr.-~^l1ntll  last  year  they  charged  less— a  dollar  and  a  ball 
on  the  first  page. 

Jiitation, — And  what  does  the  World  charg*  ronl 
newer.— The  World  charges  me  seven  cents  a  line,  I  think,  tor 
display   or    rending.      On    ri-aOlne   matter    i    think   they    chsrge    me 
Inside  twenty-Bve  cents  lor  reading  matter,  what  tbey  call  reading 
matter;  even  common  matter  repeated  tbey  call  reading  matter, 

oabson's  alma  mater — the  auekican  health  coixegb 
[Carson  claims  his  right  to  the  title  "Doctor"  on  tlie 
ground  that  he  is  a  graduate  of  the  American  Health  College 
of  Cincinnati,  0.  In  liis  recent  letter  to  The  Jotjenai.,  he 
says  that  "the  standing  of  the  school  and  Us  right  to  issue 
diplomas"  have  heen  established.  An  investigation  of  this 
institution  was  made  by  the  Ohio  State  Board  of  Medical 
Registration  and  Examination,  several  yeara  ago.  Some  of 
the  testimony  taken  at  that  investigation  makes  very  dear 
the  utter  worthlessness  of  the  American  Health  College  and 
shows  the  ignorance  of  those  conducting  it.  Briefly  stated, 
the  American  Health  College  was  founded  and  run  by  the 
picturesque  old  quack,  John  Bunyan  Campbell.  Campbell  was 
the  whole  college  and  taught  the  "great  Vitapathic  system," 
which  he  originated  and  copyrighted!     The  Ohio  State  Board 
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made  their  ioveBtigation  in  1S9G.  Campbell  organized  liia 
college  in  1674.  It  liad,  .tlierefore,  been  in  existence  over 
twenty  years  at  tlie  time  of  tiie  investigation.     Here  is  wliat 

tlie  Ohio  State  Board  elicited  from  Campbell  under  oathr] 


AniKtr. — Well,  I  bare  been  cbe  priuclpnl  tcacbrr  myselF.  but  as 

SueiMon.— You  Qll  tbe  dlfffrmt  cbalrs  fourseJE? 
anetr. — As  I  aaj,  I  am  preparing  otbers  to  take  my  place,  as  I 
.am  getting  old.     TlicQ  we  irilJ  bare  a  lull  scbool,  o[  course,  but  I 
bad  to  Stan  tbU  system  in  tbe  Qrat  place — ralber  I  bad  to  rcTiye  tt 
dtieiUon. — Have  you  no  olbcr  lecturers  tbere? 
A  (Miner. — No,  elr. 

SueiUon. — Just  yo^raclIT 
naicer. — Yes,  sir;  myself. 
QueaUo*. — How  long  bad  you  ran  this  scbool? 
liHiow.— Well,  that  WHS  Incorporated,  In  tbe  first -place,  In  1874. 
Ou««on.— Where  was  It  lornted? 
AiMwer. — Fairinouut     [A  auburb  o(  Cincinnati.] 
tJae»Hon. — Have  jou  been  lasulug  certain  announcements  or  clt- 
culan? 
Answer, — Cerlalnl  j. 

Qutitiim.— 
students  and  =-,. _., 

Anaicer. — No.  sir;  we  are  not  a  medical  scbool  at  all. 

Quealion. — Not  a  medical  scbool! 

Anauer.- — No.  sir;  not  at  all.  You  need  not  eiumlne  at 
further  It  you  don't  want  to.  We  arc  not  a  medical  school  a 
We  don't  use  ■■Jl.D," 

Quation. — Do  you  issae  any  certificate  or  diploma? 

A Mwer.— Certainly  we  do — our  scbool. 


Qiiesflon. — Yon  say  tliat  you  don't  conduct  n  medical  scbool? 

Answer.— No,  sir. 

<fueation. — Did  you  publish  tbis   paper? 

Qiieatlon, — -11  you  do  not  run  a  medical  scbool,  what  does  tb 
signify:  "Closing  cipfcIbcs  of  the  American  Health  College  an 
Rellgla-Scl^ntlflc  Medical  institute  ot  tbe  Vltapathlc  System  i 
Practice"  ? 

AHfuer. — Yea.   sir ;    "rellglo-medlco" — that   Is   the    way   we   a: 

iringlog  sbaut  cure  of  disease? 


either. 

Queition. — In  what  senae  ace  you  a  medical  college? 

Ansircr. — Not  a  medlonl  college  In  any  sense— only  use  remedii 

QueaUon. — Or  what  do  yaa  use  InstrumentB  for? 

Answer. — Simply  use  elect.)  Ic  batteries,  that  Is  all ;  we  have 
patent  bath  In  the  United  Stales  for  which  we  have  got  pate: 
rights. 

Queation. — Isn't  It  tbe  trutb  that  you  undertake  to  treat  poison 

Amwer. — We  undertake  to  pull  out  poisons;  tbat  Is  all  me  C 

Queition. — And  treat  cancers? 

Anfiser. — We  pull  out  poison  and  then  tbey  get  well. 

Quettlon. — And  enalie  and  rabid  bites? 

Answer. — Yea.  sir;  we  have  tbe  electric  treatment  process  1 
which  we  can  pull  out  poisons  Icom  a  snake  bite,  mad-dog  bite. 

Question. — Isn't  It  tbe  trutb  that  you  treat  fevers,  cholera  oi 
mental  and  nervous  complaints? 

Atititer. — We  are  now  not  treating  acute  disease. 


,  Google 
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Q%e»tUm. — Tea  practice  In  DbatetrlcB,  doo't  ;ou? 

Afitioer. — Not  as  a  general  thing.  We  teach  our  stndcDta  Terj 
tharougbly  atwut  oliatetrlcB  because  thtj  may  be  taken  in  a  hurry. 

liuettion.—Aai  nil  diseases  of  nomi'nT 

AnitKer. — All  iliaeasea  at  women.     The;  ma;  be  tHkec  In  a  burr;. 

OuoHon. — You  hold  jourseit  out  In  this  circular  addreaaed  "To 
all  PbyslclBDa  tbrougbout  the  World"  aa  teaching  these  Tarioui 
aubJeclH  ; 

Anaaer, — Yea ;  yarloua  apbjecte  there  on  the  curd.  We  are  not 
•atlcmntlDg  to  cure  any  disease.  Our  Blaremcnt  there  Is  that  poi- 
sons Is  the  main  cause  at  disease. 


PntlOHN  BliNYAN(;AHPl)ELkll,D,.¥.IL 

AMCmCAN  HEALTH  COLt^EGE, 


AMERICAN 

VITAPATHIC  SANITARIUM. 


PROF.  J.  B.  CjIMPBELI.,  M.  D.  V  D. 


hr  J,  I 


Hit 


'  was  an  artvertlslng  sheet  Issued 
'  his  fnkcry,  the  "American  Healtb 
■educed  phntographlc  reprodnctlon 
Health  Inatiuclor.   In  addition  to 


Slrinfc  some  Idea  of  the  faklsh _  ._ _  _ 

tralion  brings  out  two  other  things;  (I)  the  Btalpment  that  the 
in«lllutlon  conducted  by  CamplM'lI  was  "QOt  a  m.'dlcnl  sjatem"  ;  (2) 
Ihe  complimentary  refiTence  lo  ttie  notorloua  qunik  and  swindler. 
It.  C.  flower  (a  -Rrailuate"  ol  rnmiiheirs  "colleBe").  brother  to  B. 
<).  Flower,  president  o(  the  Xntiunal  I.eiiguc  far  Medical  Freedom, 
and  ex-prcsIdent  of  the  R.  C.  Flower  Medicine  CtnDpan;, 
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Queilion. — How  <!□  you  treat  lod  maoBEe  the  polsODe,  Dr. 
Campbell  ? 

Attficer. — Well,  I  will  tell  you  a  very  good  way.  Supposing 
you  hud  taken  some  calomel  and  it  was  In  you. 

Quetiion. — Now,  how  do  yoii  teach  the  potaona  Sod  the  nature  Ol 
lhem( 

Jnsicer.^Well.  we  teach  them.  Let  me  state  and  I  will  tell  you. 
Now.  supposlDg  you  bad  taken  calomel  or  some  other  polsoD,  I 
don't  care  if  It  is  Tegetable  poiaon.  Yon  are  full  ot  it.  sick  and 
sufferer.  1  will  draw  that  out  at  jour  feet  and  show  you  on  a 
copper  plate,  and  you  can  go  to  the  chemist  and  etiow  him  ;  thai  la 
the  way  I  proye  it, 

[The  laboratory,  clinieal  and  teaching  facilities  of  the 
"school"  from  which  "Dr."  Caraon  "graduated"  are  described 
by  Campbell — who  was  the  entire  "college" — as  follows:] 

QmsHon. — You  don't  haye  a  laboratory? 
AntUJer. — No,  sir. 

fjuealion. — Do  you  teach  hlatologyT 
dnswer. — Oh,  we  teaeh  It. 

Qvestlon. — Do  yon  mean  that  you  haye  a  blHloloBical  laboratory? 
AntKer. — No,  not  particularly. 

Qaeition.—Yotx  hate  no  laboratory  of  that  kind  whatever ;  nor 
petbologleal  7 
Aagwer. — Not  to  any  eiteot, 

QveaHon. — How  often  do  you  have  Clinics  at  your  college? 
Anateer, — Regularly  once  a  week. 
OiieiKon,— What  clinics  do  you  hold  or  conduct? 
Anticer. — Well,  persons  come  in  (or  free  cIIdIcb,  of  course. 
'OueiHon. — Yes,  generally — 

Answer. — And  we  take  them  Just  as  tbcy  come,  of  course, 
Quettion. — Do   they    come  very    often? 
J.n8icer.-^Well,  we  haye  a  number  of  (hem ;  yea, 
Queition.—Do  you  do  any  work  in  dissection? 
Aititcer. — No  ;  no  dissection, 

Qnettion. — You  have  no  connection  with  any  anatomical  society? 
Answer. — So,  air;  no  society  but  our  own. 
Quettion. — Any  Inatractlons  In  anatomy  and  physiology  In  yonr 


Or.  Kalb. 

Qutition. — How  long  since  Dr,  Knlb  has  been  connected  witb 
your  Institution? 

Answer. — Well,  he  testified.  I  belleye,  bere  be  graduated  in  1892 ; 
no,  it  was  before  that  he  graduated  ;  I   think  in  1S79. 

Question. — How  long  since  he  has  been  connected  with  your 
institution  ? 

Answer. — Well,  he  Is  now  not  connected  with  It, 

Question. — How  long  ago  did  his  connection  cease? 

Answer.— 'Wett.  he  lestlfled  here.  I  think,  in  1S63.  Be  was  on 
the  stand  bere  and  he  tesllfled, 

OaejHOB.— You  mean  1893? 

Answer. — Eighteen   ninety-three, 

Qvestton.—V,'bo  within    the  laat  two  years   has   been   fllUog   bis 

Answer.— I  have  done  It  myseW, 

Question. — You  have  done  that? 

Ansteer.—TieB.  sir. 

Quettion.— Now,  have  you  had  any  Instructors  in  obstetrics? 

Answer. — Yes,  sir. 

Qnettion. — Who  bas  given  that? 

Answer.- — I   have   Riven  it   myself. 

Question.— Wave    you    bad    any    instructors    in    the    dl  sea  sea    o( 


a  and  children? 
Ansieer. — Yen.  sir, 
QaeiUon. — Who  glyes  that  instruction? 


.IKWic 


3«  QVACKERy 

QutiUon. — Just  a  minute,  doctor.  We  will  Just  HBk  joa  a  few 
questions  ana  then  yoo  can  go  on.  Who  teacbea — or  did  you  hsTe 
any  Instructors  Id  surgery? 

Anitoer, — None.  We  <lon't  practice  gurgery  at  all.  If  there  Is  a 
surgical  cnse.   we  turn   thai:  over  to  s  surgical  doclor. 

tjuttUon. — Do  you  teach  rdv  materia  medlca? 

Aflfwer.— Not  medicine  ;  no. 

Qu»(ion. — Are  you  opposed  to  the  use  of  medicines? 

Ansuer.—Yes. 

QtrntUm. — Opposed  to  the  use  of  all  drugs  and  medicines  what- 

Aneicer. — Oppoeed  (o  the  use  of  all  drugs  and  medicines  what- 
Boever. 

Queatfon. — And  you  gubstllute  for  them  baths  and  water  and 
elect r Icily  7 

Annoer. — No.  we  don't  substitute  notbiog. 

Queftfon. — You  ose  In   plnce   of  them,   then? 

Anstccr. — No.  sir ;  we  don't  use  In  place  of  them.  We  ain't  on 
that  basis.  We  pull  out  the  poison  as  1  hare  showed  you,  and  the 
perron  gets  well  himself. 

Quettton, — You  pull  that  out  by  means  of  electricity? 

Answer. — Tes,  sir ;  our  own  engine.  We  have  a  apeclally  Invented 
engine  tor  this  purpose,  and  have  a  patent  rapor  bath  tbnt  brings 


iniwer. — Yes,  s 

[It  ia  interesting  to  learn  that  "Dr."  Carson — if  his  alma 
mater  (or  should  it  be  "almus  pater"I)  is  to  be  believe^ — 
obtained  his  diploma  and  all  the  "trimminga"  for  a  mere 
paltry  $150.     Campbell  testiEed:] 

pNesWon. — What  tiilllon  is  required  to  enter  your  school? 

Jiisicer.— Well,  wy  hnve  a  circular  that  tells  It  all.  We  sell  our 
copyrighted  system,  our  books,  yltapatblc  library,  our  electrical 
apparatus,  our  own  invented  engine  we  have  for  extracting  tbese 
poisons,  our  patent  electrovapor  batbi  and  put  it  all  In  to  the  ito- 
dent  at  one   hundred  and  fifty  dollars.      That  Is  the  price  on   the 

down  ;  less  than  half  of  (hat.     Our  object  la  to  do  good  regardless 

[Campbell's  practice,  at  the  time  that  lie  was  conducting 
his  diploma  mill,  was  described  bj  him  an  follows:] 

Q-uestton. — Within  tbe  last  tew  years  of  your  practice  of  vltapa- 
thy,  what  class  of  cases  have  you  treated? 

Anivier. — Well,  mostly  been  polllug  out  poisons  on  our  copper 
plate.  We  ain't  curing  disease  at  u[t ;  tbe  person  msr  not  have 
any  disease.     He  la  simply  full  of  poison,  don't  you  see? 

OnesHon. — What  do   you   consider   poisons,    doctor? 

Answer.— Well,   calomel   is   poison  ;.  strychnin  is   poison;    iron    Is 

Queation, — Would  you  consider  disease  germs  poison  In  the  same 
Ansicer. — Well,    I   have  a  different   Idea   about   germs   from  most 

Queation. — How  would  you  destroy  disease  germs  In  tbe  patient? 

AntKer. — My  idea  is  tbe  germ  is  not  tbe  cause  of  the  disease  at 
all,  but  the  disease  is  tbe  cause  of  the  germs.  You  will  never  get 
any  germs  In  anybody  until  there  Is  separation  or  decomposition 
there,  something.  Put  that  down,  you  old  doctors,  as  a  fact,  that 
germs  don't  make  disease '. 

Question. — What  would  cf 

Answer. — They   didn't  ba 
poison,  and  I  pulled  It  out. 

Question, — You  say  the  d 


Queation. — What  produces  tbe  disease? 


!  olf-hand  to  disease  the  world 
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[The  "vitapgithic  treatment"  of  sniall-pox  was  described  by 
John  Bunyan  Campbell  tliuB;J 


SutttUm. — What  do 

■  poieon  trylns  to  gel 
lake  oitr  pivtcnt 


people  do  In  case  of  small-poi? 

ns  liral  It  enn  In  pustules.      We  simply 

.  -,..    r- M  It  oiil   and   tlie  man  wnlks  oil  well. 

don't  give  poiion  ta  jaa  rellowa  do. 

[And    the    "Vitapathic    Treatment"    o(    some    other    condi- 


Quetilon. — H>Te  yon  ever  trealed  a  case  o(  rnljles 
Atttwer, — Yes,  sir. 
gue.Ho».— Yoa  did? 


There  neyer  was  a  quack  but  would ^dTertlse  to  tare  the  Incnr- 

pubMslieii  bj  Campbill  In  bis  Amebian  Health  lastruiior.  "Cancer 
Cure  I  Found  at  Last  I '."  Tbls.  nearlj  twenty  yvars  ago !  Like 
thausBDds  ot  otbers,  It  bae  passed  into  the  limbo  ol  forgotten  trandB, 


cured  tbc  r 
Ves,  sir:  ha 


QneaUon. — E' 
AntiBer. — Ytt 
QKMtJon.— Ni 

Antaer. — Never  naa  a  caa 
tfuettion. — From  locldawT 
Anttcer.—tto.  elr. 
Oii<8tjon._la  tbat  a  tact? 
Anamer. — That  Is  a  fact. 
QuesHon. — How  many  case 
ABBicer.— Well,  at  Icaat  tv 
OaesKon.— You  are  sure  tl 
Antaer. — Sure.  Certain  <i 
QueaNoH. — Hon  did 


1  of  lockjaw. 

— .. - joyour  bouse? 

■Didn't  get  there  at  nil. 
Quettion. — You  went  to  them? 

Anauier. — Yes;  the  aurfieona  that  had  them  In  charge  i 
Id  I  pulled  out  the  polsoD, 
Queilion. — And  you  never  lost  a  case? 

QueiHtm. — Do  you  treat  cancer? 


Anaicer. — Yes,  t 


e 


I  the  poison  a 


,  ^'.i,)(.)^lc 


— SuppoalnK  tbe  caocer  wi 
-I    ilon't    care    how    eitet 
I'tnlD  to  get  w 


>  Ter;  eitenslve.  tb«ii  what) 


cured? 


1  Cbere  an;  doctor  here 


—I  don't  know  n*hethsr  they  do  or  not. 

[Ab  to  the  reputation  of   tlie  American   Health  College  of 

Cincinnati,  the   following  portions   of   teatimony  given   by   a. 

Cincinnati  attorney— Mr.  E.  P.  Dustin— before  the  Ohio  State 

Board  at  the  time  of  its  investigation  will  be  enlightening:] 

ATTORNET    DUSTIN'S    TESTIMONY 

QueiHon.— You  ate  an  attornc;  In  this  city  and  have  been  [or 


Ihe  Btaod— Dr.  Campbfll 
Aasuier. — 1  am. 
Quesd'on.—Are  fou   Camlllar   with   UIs  Instltuttoa  out   in   Falr- 

Jtntoer,— Some  what. 
OuesMon.— Just  staCi 
IciC.  *l"  you? 


ju  know  about  this  col- 
It  has  had  tbe  reputation  of  being  a 


I   (or 


■nedlcl 
the  rig 


t  the  Institution? 


[As 
tially 


cinnat 
quack  ry 


r    . 


ailuates  of  thla  coilegp, 
cBEi'd  people,  who  have 

stem"  consists  esaen- 
r  plate,  mailing  some 

s  "drawing  the  poison 

ble  physician  of  Cin- 
gat  ion  of  Campbell's 

to  visit  the  American 

Hero  they  are:] 
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anftbiDg  that  I  cea  ndd,  otbfr  tban  tbutlo  the  doctor's  Utile  olBcc 
In  one  window  vaa  a  pane  of  rei  ginea  and  a  pane  of  blue  glass. 
I  naa  curious  to  kaoir  what  that  was  for,  and  the  doctor  explained 
It  bj  saying  Ibey  would  yltnliic  the  remedy  they  were  to  give  the 
patient,  or  sometimes  food,  depending  entirely  on  the  nature  of  the 
disease  ;  It  would  be  placed  beneDlh  the  red  glass  or  blue  jflass.  The 
doctor  took  UB  In  the  little  lecture  room  and  pointed  out  aome  of 
his  cbartB.  and  sbowcd  me  a  copper  plate  he  bad  some  patient 
standing  on,  and  there  was  a  deposit  on  the  plate  that  the  doctor 
said  was  strycbuln  or  calomel.     1  have  been  very  much  dlacouraged, 

been  practicing  in.  The  doctor  has  a  much  more  aimple  proceaa  of 
curing  dtsea«e.     As  be  aaya,  be  simply  pulls  it  out  : 

Question. — Was  .there  any  other  equipment  (or  a  medical  cottegel 

Anawer.—Ko.  sir. 

It  surety  IB  not  necessary  to  qnote  more  to  aliow  the  utter 
wortlilessness  and  downright  fraudulenoy  of  the  American 
Health  College  of  Cincinnati.  So  far  as  wc  know  C.  H,  Carson 
baseB  his  ctelm  to  the  right  to  treat  disease  on  the  diploma 
that  he  received  from  this  notorious  parchment  factory.  A 
faker  graduated  by  a  faker;  a  quack  instructed  in  quackery- 
Such  is  Carson,  who  for  years  past  has  deceived  the  sick,  hum- 
bugged the  suffering  and  capitalized  the  credulity  of  ignorance. 


DE  BARTHE     TBEATHENT 

We  have  received  a  number  of  inquiries  about  a,  Chicago 
concern  known  as  the  "DeBarthe  Treatment  for  Rheumatism." 
The  so-called  treatment  is  "administered"  at  tlie  Chicago 
Hospital,  which  was  purchased  from  reputable  physicians 
some  time  ago  by  the  persona  who,  under  the  name  of  the 
Meal  Institute,  are  exploiting  a  "three-day  liquor  cure." 

Of  the  "treatment"  employed  by  the  Neal  Institute  in  the 
"cure"  of  the  liquor  habit,  we  have  nothing  to  say  at  present. 
We  believe  that  physicians  are  not  informed  as  to  the  details 
of  this  "cure."  although  physicians  are  offered  a  20  per  cent, 
commission  on  all  patients  sent  to  the  institute!  In  passing, 
it  may  be  said  that  B.  E.  Neal,  the  "founder"  of  the  Neal 
Institute,  is  reported  to  have  been  sued  by  the  Gatlin  Insti- 
tute, another  concern  in  the  "three -day  liqtior  cure"  business. 
The  Gatlin  Institute  is  said  to  have  declared  that  Neal,  who 
was  in  its  employ  for  about  six  years,  used  the  secrets  learned 
wlien  in  it'4  employ  and  that,  too,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
Neal  is  alleged  to  have  made  an  oral  contract  not  to  divulge 
what  he  learned  as  an  employee  and  not  to  employ  the  meth- 
ods that  he  learned  in  a  similar  business  if  ever  he  severed 
his  connection  witli  the  Gatlin  Institute. 

The  president  of  the  Neal  Institute  is  one  James  E.  Bruce, 
also  president  of  the  "DeBarthe  Treatment  for  Rheumatism." 
The  DeBarthe  treatment  is  advertised  by  methods  common  to 
quackery.  For  example,  in  n  Chicago  paper  a  few  months 
ago,  an  advertisement  appeared  headed  In  large  black  letters: 


wltlTP    Cure    (or    Bhenmatlam.       Dr. 
sal  i^iiccpsB." 

Some  of  the  claims  made  far  tlie  DeBarthe  Treatment  are: 

"A  cure  la  within  the  reach  o(  nil." 

"We  cure  all  forms  of  rheumat*        "    '  

"An  absolute  cure  lor  rhcuniHrl 

".^0  ln[«nial  Turkisb  bath  tha 
and  nervous  diseases." 

"All  CoruiB  or  rheumatism  are  amenable  to  Its  administration. 

"There  is  no  recurrence  of  the  trouble," 

"CoueiatB  of  pure);   vegetable  and  perfectly  barmlesa 
lalicn  Internally.       [Reminds  one  of  Lydla  Plukham.] 

On  the  stationery  of  the  DeBarthe  concern,  in  addition  to 
tlie  president's  name,  two  other  names  appear—'Mohn  Alex- 
ander Robs,  Physician  in  Charge."  and  "Dr,  Jos.  DeBarthe, 
Director  Medical  Dep't."  Wliat  the  DeBarthe  treatment  is, 
we  do  not  know.  A  letter  from  a  physician,  regarding  thia 
concern,  says,  in  part; 

"The  agent  representing  the  DeBarthe  Co.  gives  the  Chicago  Hob- 
pitai,  Chicago.  111.,  an  thoir  address.  They  eeek  to  sell  their  treat- 
ment, consisting  of  medicine  of  secret  formula,  at  t2S  a  treatment 
to  piiyBicIans  or  institutions  and  require  an  initial  paj-ment  of 
I1,CM)0  on  account" 

So  far  as  we  can  learn,  DeBartlie  is  not  a  physician.  Cer- 
tainly he  is  not  licensed  in  Illinois.  In  fact,  the  secretary  of 
the  Dlinois  State  Board  of  Health  states  that  he  has  author- 
ized the  state  s  attorney  n  Cook  Countv  to  prosecute  DeBarthe 
if  at  anj  t  me  he  a  found  to  be  pract  c  n^  med  cine  n  III  no  s. 
We  nderstand  tl  at  DeBarthe  used  to  1  e  at  Sher  dan  Wyo., 
where  le  was  a  lawyer  and  a  newspaper  man  He  left  there 
some  t  me  ago  and  com  ng  to  Ch  ago  he  v.a%  connected  w  th 
the  Metropot  tan  Med  cat  College  a  notor  ous  d  ploma  m  It, ' 
that  was  put  out  of  bus  ness  bj  the  go  ernment  DeBarthe's 
name  appeared  In  the  I  st  of  the  faculty  of  the  nst  tut  on" 
w  th  the  letters  MD  LLD  after  t  an  1  tie  t  ties  Profes- 
sor of  Med  cal  Jur  spr  dence  and  Lecturer  on  Electrology  and 
Electrotherapeutics.  WJiether  DeBarthe  got  his  M.D,  degree 
from   tie  selool    n   wl  ch   1  e   was  a     p  ofesior      we  do  not 

In  th  s  connect  o  tl  e  follow  ng  d  I  gl  t  on  DeBa  the  and 
his  methods  w  II  be  of  interest  I  November  1010  Thb 
JoLBNAL  rece  ved  a  letter  from  a  Mr  I  of  M  Oh  o  Mr  L  8 
ator  was  brefly  as  follows  For  t  elve  jears  hs  wife  had 
been  affe  ted  »  th  rheumat  sm  and  wa^  unable  to  walk  more 
than  a  few  steps      DeBartl  e    who  had  been  treat  ng  pat  enta 

in  X 0     heard  of  the  case   and   ca  ne   o  er   to  Mr    L  s 

ho  ise  He  told  L  tl  t  he  co  id  p  t  "\I  s  L  on  1  er  feet  n 
one  year  but  he  requ  red  $  0  n  ad  an  e  before  he  would 
take  the  case  Mr  L  sent  DaBartl  o  the  S250  and  rece  ved 
some  med  c  ne  1  ch  le  clams  Denarthe  valued  at  $50 
Treatment  was  commen  ed  October  18  I'JIO  at  wh  cl  time 
Mrs  L  was  n  her  ua  al  state  of  1  ealth  She  d  ed  eleven 
days  later— October  "9  11I0  W  I  en  Mr  L  saw  tl  at  h  s  w  fe 
waa    becom  ng    aer  ousi        II      nder    the    treatn  ent     \  e    both 
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Idegraphed  and  telephoned  DeEartlie  to  come  immediately. 
This  DeBarthe  refused  to  do  ond  told  L.  over' the  telephone, 
tliat  he  was  unduly  alnrmed.  tliat  his  wife  would  not  die  and 
that  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  call  in  a  local  physidan. 
After  liiH  wife's  death,  Mr.  L.  sent  the  death  certificate  to 
Chicago  where  it  was  signed  by  DeBarthe  and  returned  to  him. 


Id  Jail  and  a  Hop  of  f^iHi  toi  conducting  tbe  fraud 

Such  briefli  11  tie  sforj  toll  by  Mr  L  In\eiftigation 
proved  that  DeBartle  was  not  licensed  to  practice  in  IllinoH 
nor  in  Ohio  We  have  tiierefore  the  Bpectacle  of  a  min  In  ins 
in  Illinois  practicing  in  Ohio  and  aigntn;]!  death  certiUcates 
nltl  ough  he  has  no  legal  right  to  practife  in  eitlier  state  In 
fact  BO  far  as  »e  know  DeBarthe  lias  no  legal  right  to  prac 
tice  in  any  state 

From  nhat  has  been  ^ail  the  melicat  profession  will  have 
httle  difficulty  in  assigning  the  DeBarthe  Institute  to  its 
proper  niche  in  tl  p  hall  of  fakes  and  humbuga 


Tim  EPILEPTIC  INSTITUTE  COUPANY  AHD  THE 
HAMILION  DISPEKSART 

The  Epileptic  ToBtitnte  Company  was  a  pseudo-medical  insti- 
tution operated  by  one  Otto  Kalmua  of  Cincinnati.  An  investi- 
gation of  this  concern  by  the  postoIBce  anthorities  resulted  in 
the  government  issuing  the  fraud  order  against  it.  In  the 
report  by  tlic  assistunl  attorney-^neral  for  the  postmaster- 
general  it  was  shown  that  it  snariid  its  customers  l>y  adver- 
tisements and  by  circulars  containing  extravagant  representa- 
tions of  the  success  of  the  methods  employed.  Tliese  circulars 
were  aildresscd  to  persons  named  on  mailing  lists  purchased 
from,  in  the  words  o{  the  inspector,  "other  concerns  tliat  liave 
obtained  al!  of  the  money  possible  from  such  unfortunates 
without  effecting  a  cure."  If  rpplies  were  received,  often  after 
more  or  less  persistent  sending,  a  stock  diagnosis,  varying  only 
in  tlie  name  of  the  patient,  the  alleged  variety  of  epilepsy,  and 
the  price  of  the  medicine,  was  usually  sent  togetlier  with  a 
package  of  medicine,  to  be  paid  for  on  delivery.  If  the  medi- 
cine was  not  at  once  accepted  and  paid  for.  a  series  of  letters 
were  sent  urging  its  acceptance  and  the  importance  of  not 
missing  the  opportunity  offered  to  secure  tliis  valuable  treat- 
ment. The  patients  were  urged  to  continue  the  treatment  for 
from  a  year  to  a  year  and  a  half  or  longer;  the  charge  varying 
from  about  $3  to  $9  a  month,  according  to  the  patient's  willing- 
ness and  ability  to  pay.  The  so-called  "Schijnka"  treatment 
advertised  by  tliis  concern,  is  based  on  the  bromids,  special 
virtues  being  claimed  for  their  combination  with  the  drug 
adonis  remalis  in  the  medicines  used. 

The  inspector's  report  gives  testimonials  from  authorities 
as  to  the  effects  of  the  drugs;  lie  was  unable  to  learn  of  any 
cures  that  had  been  effected.  The  testimonials  published  by 
the  concern  appear  to  have  been  obtained  after  direct  or 
indirect  solicitation  from  patients  while  under  treatment.  In 
one  instance  the  patient  was  given  free  treatment  for  his 
testimonial,  and  in  another  the  present  of  a  silver  watch  was 
used  OB  an  inducement.  The  alleged  "skilled  specialists" 
employed  by  the  concern  seem  to  have  been  three  men  of  very 
questionable  or  no  standing  in  the  profession.  Other  misrepre- 
sentations exposed  in  the  inspector's  report  are  those  made  as 
to  the  harmlessness  of  the  drugs  as  used,  their  costliness, 
etc.  The  institute,  as  the  inspector  was  informed,  had  treated 
about  0,000  persons  before  it  was  deprived  of  the  use  of 
the  mails. 

After  the  fraud  order  had  been  issued  against  this  concern, 
its  promoter,  Otto  Kalmus,"  at  once  attempted  to  evade  the 
effects  of  the  order  by  starting  the  same  scheme  under  another 
name — the  Hamilton  Dispensary.  The  postoffice  authorities 
again  took  up  the  matter  and  not  only  was  a  fraud  order 
-    against   tiie   Epileptic   Institute   Company   extended   to   cover 


.Cd^ji^Ic 
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the  mail  addressed   to  the  Hamilton  Company,   but  criminal 
proceedings  were  instituted  against  Kalmus. 

Tiie  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  report  on  this  concern  by 
R.  P.  Goodwin,  assistant  attorney-genei-al  t«  the  postmaster- 
general.  It  is  based  on  an  investigation  conducted  by  Inspector 
George  W,  Sorenaon  and  others : 


This  business  consists  of  a  medical  treatment  by  mail  of 
the  disease  of  epilepsy.  One  Otto  Kalmus,  a  resident  of  Cin- 
cinnati, commenced  the  business  in  the  spring  of  1Q03,  under 
the  name  of  the  Epileptic  Institute,  and  so  it  continued  until 
July,  1907,  when  lie  incorporated  it  under  the  name  of  the 
Epileptic  Institute  Company,  he  continuing  as  president  and 
general  manager  and  principal  owner.  As  a  private  address 
for  patients  who,  it  was  explained,  might  not  care  to  have  it 
known  that  they  were  corresponding  with  an  epileptic  insti- 
tute, use  has  been  made  of  the  name  of  Dr.  H,  J.  Luecke,  a 
physiciiin  connected  until  recently  with  the  institute.  While 
not  with  the  institute  since  last  November,  Mr.  Pyle  and  Dr. 
Schoenling  explained  .at  the  hearing  that  by  agreement  with 
Dr.  Luecke  his  name  has  continued  to  be  used,  and  that  the 
institute  still  receives  that  mail  addressed  to  him  -which  Is 
also  directed  to  Box  99  in  the  Cincinnati  postoffice. 

Until  lately,  communication  with  epileptics  was  obtained 
through  advertisements  in  newspapers,  chiefly  those  circulating 
among  Germans  and  other  foreigners.  One  of  these  advertise- 
ments, taken  from  the  Dec.  13,  .1005,  issue  of  the  Eome  and 
Farmers'  Companion,  a  German  agricultural  paper  published 
at  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  was  furnished  the  inspector  by  Mr.  John 
Edel,  father  of  a  former  patient  of  this  concern,  and  when 
translated  reads  as  follows: 

A  BOOK  IN  REGAED  TO  FITS  SENT  FREE 
The  Epileptic  loafUule  In  Clnclnnlltl  will  send  perfect Ij 
free  of  all  cost  to  cvprj'  reader  who  writes  for  It  a  valii- 
nble  Germ  on  Doctor  book,  coEtslDlng  many  pictures, 
treating  of  the  causes  and  cure  of  Sis.  It  acts  forth  bow 
and  In  what  manner  this  terrible  disease  can  be  cured 
with  safety.  Iflslingl;  and  far  one's  wLole  life,  through 
a  treatment  altogether  new.  It  Is  worth  Its  nelgbt  In 
gold.  It  costs  nothing  and  is  securvly  papkcd.  and  will  be 
sent  gratis  and  post  free.  Order  at  once.  Address  Epilep. 
tic  Institute.  Box  UO,  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 


More  recently  the  practice  has  obtained  of  purchasing  the 
names  and  addresses  of  epileptics  from,  as  the  inspector 
aays,  "Other  concerns  that  have  obtained  all  of  the  money 
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poaaiUe  trom  such  unfortunatei  without  effecting  b.  cure," 
and  then  mailing  circulars  to  such  perBOns,  urging  them  Ut 
take  treatment  from  the  institute.  Names  have  been  ho  pur- 
chased, the  inspector  'reports  Ut.  Kalmus  and  Dr.  SchoeltDg 
informed  him,  from  one  Dr.  Town  of  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis.,  and 
from  the  firm  The  Guild  Company  of  New  York,  N,  Y.  Mr. 
Kalmus  identified  for  the  inspector  the  circulars  so  sent  bj' 
him  to  BUL'h  pnrson^  soliciting  the  addressees  to  become 
patients  of  hie  institute.  Samples  of  these  circulars  are 
among  the  papers.  Tbey  are  fillcJ  with  extravagant  and 
highly  colored  representations  with  reference  to  the  unpre- 
cedented success  of  the  institute's  treatment,  which  it  denomi- 
nates the  "SchQnka"  treatment,  as  a  cure  for  epilepsy;  and 
among  other  things  it  is  represented  that  this  treatment  is 
original  with  the  institute,  and  by  its  means  the  institute 
can  successfully  treat  the  heretofore -considered  incurable  dis- 
ease, epilepsy,  and  in  many  cases  effect  a  cure;  that  the 
treatment  is  something  not  known  to  medical  science  and  is 
different  from  anything  used  by  the  profession  in  such  cases; 
that  the  physicians  of  the  institute  are  skilled  and  experi- 
enced specialists,  and  include  "one  of  the  foremost  examining 
specialists  in  America,"  and  that  the  case  of  each  patient 
will  be  carefully  considered,,  and  in  instances  where  a  cure  is 
not  believed  to  be  probable  the  patient  will  be  so  informed 
frankly,  and  also  that  the  treatment  is  perfectly  harmless. 

The  first  circular  sent  to  prospective  patients  is  accompanied 
by  a  booklet  entitled  "Causes  and  Cure  of  Epilepsy,  by  Otto 
Kalmus,  Epileptic  Institute,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  U.  S.  A.,"  and 
al.io  by  a  symptom  blank  on-  which  the  prospective  patient  is 
requested  to  outline  liis  condition  and  return  it  to  the  institute. 
This  symptom  blank,  when  so  returned,  is  the  basis  of  the 
institute's  diagnosis  of  the  case.  Quoting  from  this  circular 
booklet'and  symptom  blank,  sucji  statements  as  the  following 
are  held  forth  as  inctucements  for  those  aCBicted  with  epi- 
lepsy to  commence  treatment  with  this  institute; 

It  gives  ns_p1eHBure  to  acquaint  you  wltb  the  efficacy  of  oiir 
trcattnent  for  Epilepsy  and  its  related  afflictions.  We  are  BpeclaliBta 
confining  our  practicH  to  the  treatment  ol  these  deranaGmentii : 
ordlaary  physicians  cannot  cure  tbese  diseases  and  Irankly  admit 

Years  of  imllrtng  research  and  Investlgallon  of  n  great  number  ot 
epileptic  cases  have  at  last  resulted  in  an  eminently  succeestiil 
method.  ortglnaWd  by  ua  and  known  as  the  SCHOiNKA  TREATMENT. 

Tbis  treatment  is  not  a  gt^neral  thing ;  It  cannot  be  administered 
to  all  patients  alike:  the  best  results  are  obtained  only  wben  it  Is 
graduated  to  meet  tl|e  special  requirements  of  each  case  and  directed 


hesitate  to  lell  you  so.  Awaiting  return  uC  the  symptom  blanli 
Qlled  out  and  as><urlng  you  promnt  and  careful  attention,    .     .    . 

Specialists  la  the  treatment  of  Epilepsy,  Neurasthenia  and  dis- 
orders of  (be  nervous  Hystem. 

Our  treatment  nlll  be  directed  at  tbe  cause  of  the  derangement. 
It  Is  a  mild  aud  safe,  yet  radically  effective  method  of  treatment, 
and  by  adapting  It  to  ttie  Individuality  o[  tbe  ease  we  can  offer  the 
strongest  posxlbic  encouragement. 
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The  SchBnka  Ticatincnt. 

Tblg  treBtmmt,  kDOWD  as  the  ScUiinka  Treatment,  [a  not  the  dlB- 
covcry  q(  n  day.  It  is  rounded  uiion  tlie  study,  discoverj  and  solen- 
tlSc  regeaitb  that  have  came  dona  tbi'ougb  centuries  of  medical 
Investigation  and  learning. 

While  tbls  trestment  wilt  perform  Its  part  In  assisting  nature  to 
effect  a  cure  better  Ihaa  anr  other  tceatmeuc.  It  mu»t  be  admitted 

no  otber  metbod  has  been  mole  successCul  In  tbe  treatment  of  Ibis 

terrible  disease  than  tbe  Schoaka  Treatment. 

No  epileptic,  no  matter  bow  .severe  bis  trouble,  should  hesitate  In 

taking  the  Scbunha  Ti'ealment.  for  It  bla  case  la  curable  ibis  treat- 
It  is  safe  to  say  that  no  other  method  of  treatment  of  Epilepsy 

why  arifone  should  continue  to  f-ulfer  from  epilppRy  or  permit  a 
dear  friend  or  relJtWe  to  suffer  from  tbls  most  annoying  disease, 
when  the  means  ot  relief  are  bo  near  at  band. 

CoDsiderable  of  the  booklet  ia  also  given  up  to  distressing 
accouDta  of  epileptic  seizures  in  public;  the  obvious  object 
being  thereby  to  frighten  the  epileptic  into  exaggerating  the 
eoDsequences  of  his  own  affliction  and  purchasing  tbe   treat- 

The  questions  asked  by  the  Bymptoni  blank  are  quoted  below 
in  fi:ll,  to  show  the  meagerness  of  tlie  information  asked  for 
and  the  ba.siB  for  the  evidence,  hereafter  referred  to,  that  it 
is  insufficient  to  enable  a  doctor  to  make  an  accurate  snd  sci- 
entilic  diagnosis  of  the  condition  of  tlie  patient: 

Name  of  patient. 
Give  full  address. 
Express  office.  . 

Age.  Wt-lgbt.  Co 

kArrled,  Any  children? 

OccnpntloD. 

How  long  have  you  had  epilepsy? 
Original  cause? 
Have  yon  any  other  disease? 
Ever  maaturtalod? 

Any  of  your  relatives  afflicled  with  epilepsy 
Have  parenta  been  subject  to  akobollsni? 
How  often  do  attacks  occur? 
Day  or  nlRht  V 
How  long  do  they  Inst? 
Do  you  lose  conacloiisDi'sa  completely? 
I>o  you  lose  control  of  tbe  bladder  or  Bowel 
What  symptoms  do  you  notice  before  attach 
And  afterwards? 
Is  your  memory  Impaired? 
Do  you  have  beadaclie! 
Aoy  heart  trouble?  . 
How  ia  your  appetifeT 
Is  your  digestion  good? 
Bowels  regular  or  constipated? 
Haw  many  pints  of  urine  do  you  pass  In  2i 
Is  It  light  or  dark  In  color! 
Do  you  suffer  trom  incontinence  of  urine? 
Sleep  well!  Arc  you  nervous? 

Any  difficulty  In  breathing? 
Have  you  ever  bad  an  operation? 
Do  you  use  tobacco  or  strong  drink? 
For  Fetnalea  Onlij. 
R  did 


Displacement  ot  the  u 


.oosic 
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Should  tbc  peraon  to  wliom  this  first  letter  is  sent  fail  to 
return  the  symptom  blank,  the  practice  is  to  seDil  him  or  her 
a  second  circular,  further  urging  the  epileptic  to  return  the 
symptom  blauk,  and  impressing  on  him  or  her  the  unparalleled 
success  that  the  institute  is  having  in  treating  this  disease. 

Should  the  epileptic  still  fail  to  rfr')'-  a  further  circular  is 
of  the  institute  to  send  him  ai  third  circular  -of  much  tho 
same  nature  as  the  second.    In  this  circular  occurs  this  state- 

Xou  secure  wllhout  coxt  tbe  aplaion  on  your  cose  o(  one  of  the 
lareinost  examining  gpcclnliBts  in  America. 

Should  the  epilept..'  still  fail  to  reply,  a  further  circular  is 
sent  him  of  much  the  same  nature  ee  -the  preceding,  in  which 
is  the  following  statement: 

It  Is  a  CDininoD  enoiiEb  tbloK  to  hear  oF  thOKe  whn  Kre  csllH 
Incurable  among  aufferers  from  epilepsy;  In  fact.  If  we  believe  what 
Ibe  ordinary  doctor  says,  most  eLilltptlis.  i!  not  nil,  are  bopvless  and 
beyond  bumsn  belp.  This  is  an  error.  Medical  science  has  long 
been  powerlcea.  but  we  have  progressed  anil  modem  science  has 
found  a  way  by  which  some  cases  of  epilepsy  can  really  be  cured. 


If  in  consequence  of  any  of  these  circulars  tlic  epileptic 
sliould  return  the  symptom  blank,  it  is  the  practice  to  mail 
him  B,  circular,  rending  as  follows: 


My  Dear 

Your  letter  wllb 

description 

of  your 

case  arrived 

wltli  Ibis  moinlnB 

This  case  appea 

and  demands  mos 

careful  at 

Before  glvlns  you  a 

deDnlte  opinion   1 

n    order   to   give   the 

case  the  very  b.st 

perHonai  alt 

enllou  pc 

sslbte.     1  shall  make 

an  accurate  diagnosis  nod  no 

Ify  you 

be  elTccled, 

1  srvutly  regret 

his  delay  b 

t  It  you 

cxominatloD.   II   is 

■.      You   win   reall™ 

that  11  la  for  yoi 

est  and 

I   believe  I  owe  my 

siici'e«s  to  the  cur 

fUl  OtlPLtlO 

u  I  Bive 

0  each  patient. 

win  hear  from  m 

In  shout. 

wo  days 

ymptom 

of  the  complaint. 

FaltUfuily 

yoHr«. 

INSTITL-TB   Co.. 

re 

Medical  Director. 

i:   S.~lt  you 

ave  not   re 

elved  ou 

c  booklet  eiplalDlng 

l-AI-SKS  and  Cr 

tK   ot    KIMLEI'SV, 

please   notify  mc  so 

thai  1  may  send  you  a  scrond 

copy  tree. 

Two  days  after  thp  above  circular  is  mailed,  the  practlee, 
as  Mr.  Kalmus  explained  to  the  inspector,  is  to  mftil  the  epi- 
leptic the  following  circular  as  a  diagnosis: 
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Sly  Dear 

Since  writing  you  a  few  daja  ago  I  bsTe  given  youc  riae  earnest, 
careful  and  coiiBClcQtlous  study. 

I  flnd  tbat  your  sEieMs  and  selJures  are  of  Heflei  Origin;  you  are 

BUfTering  from  whav  IB  cal]i.'a  in  medical  language  "— — 

Epilepsy,'"  nhLch  is  a  deTlatlon  tiom  the  more  common  form  of  the 
disease  and  with  which  It  la  90  eaally  confounded.  Although  there 
has  been  no.  pereeptlble  change  In  your  condition  lor  some  time,  tbe 
cbunces  are  tbat  unless  prompt  and  energetic  treatment  la  begun. 
the  trouble  will  become  further  complicated  and  may  result  In  the 
gradual  loss  of  the  more  Important  (unctions  of  your  brain  and 
spinal  cord. 

Whatever  your  eiperleuce  has  been  In  tbe  past,  I  believe  I  am 
Justlfled  In  saying  that  medicines  have  done  more  barm  tlian  good, 
for  the  reason  that  they  were  Intended  to  another  and  siippiess 
rather  than  help  cure  tbe  dlseaee. 

It  Is  a  well-known  fact  that  many  brother  pbystclans  find  It  dlffl- 
cult  to  relieve  Epilepsy  when  confronted  with  a  stubborn  case,  and 
It  Is  a  constant  source  of  astonlalimeDt  to  them,  that  I  am  treating 
some  of  the  severest  caaea  with  great  succees.  You  see  there  are  no 
less  than  forty-eight  different  types  of  Epilepsy;  In  each  of  these 
forms  the  attacks  originate  differently,  consequently  every  type 
requires  a  modified  system  of  treatment,  which  again  must  be  varied 
according  to  the  existing  compiicatlcns.  and  you  will  easily  under- 
stand why  a  regular  physician  who  In  his  entire  profeSBlonal  career 
encfunters  at  most  not  more  than  a  dozen  cases,  can  nul  possibly 
bo  quallDed  to  treat  Buch  cases  like  a  speeittllst,  who  comes  In  con- 
tact with  almost  ever;  type  dally. 

I  have  studied  your  aymptoms  csrefully,  studying  out  each  sep- 
arately and  collectively,  with  regard  to  the  progress  of  your  disease 
and  relation  of  your  future  health  and  I  have  also  compared  them 
with  those  of  a  number  of  similar  cases  of  Epilepsy  to  see  what 
results  have  l>een  accomplished,  so  that  I  am  able  to  tell  you 
whether  or  not  I  con  conscientiously  oiler  you  any  eucouragcment. 

After  tbls  tborougti  Investigation  and  diagnosis,  I  can  now 
honestly  aay  that  your  case  should  readily  yield  to  my  treatment, 
If  commenced  at  an  early  dale  and  my  advice  closely  followed.  In  a 
rase  so  deep  seated  and  complicated,  ordinary  treatment  would  be  ol 
no  avail ;  It  would  be  useless  to  merely  try  to  suppress  and  diminish 
your  altacka ;  the  special  features  must  be  considered  and  treatment 
EkllKully  directed  at  the  caate  of  the  dlseaie  If  tt  can  be  reached. 

It  is  therefore  my  Intention  to  treat  not  your  symptoms  alone,  but 
I  shall  endeavor  to  eradicate  every  trace,  manifestation  nnd  effect 
of  the  disease  entirely  from  your  system,  thus  preventing  a  return 
of  the  altaclis.  My  long  experience  in  cases  of  this  cbaracter  has 
proven  thla  the  only  successful  way. 

Because  of  the  complicated  nature  of  your  trouble,  some  special 
remedies  have  been  recjulred  In  order  to  bring  about  quick  relief, 
and  the  treatment  which  I  have  formulated  for  you  is  composed  of 
different  remedies,  each  having  Its  own  object  to  accompllsb  In 
restoring  you  to  health.  The  medicines  I  prescribe  for  my  patients 
are  In  my  opinion,  positively  the  best  that  medical  science  has 
garnered  from  the  wisdom  of  ages  and  are  perfectly  harmless ;  they 
are  mild,  soothing  and  healing,  contain  nothing  lljurlous  and  leave 
no  unpleasant  after  elTects,  They  uro  made  with  tbe  greatest  cnce 
and  witb  strictest  attention  to  such  details  as  accuracy,  purlly  and 
reliability.  I  do  not  use  opium,  Hemlock  or  other  dangerous  drugs 
tbat  merely  smother  the  symptoms  and  for  a  time  ward  off  the 
attacks.    That  Is  one  way  ot  treating  epilepsy,  but  It  is  not  my  way. 

In  view  ot  the  fact  that  In  your  case  (Here  exists  a  marked  tend- 
ency (or  tbe  worst  and  Inasmuch  as  I  presume  you  desire  relief,  I 
have  personally  prepared  this  treatment  (or  you.  which  Is  abso- 
lutely uccucute  and  perfectly  adapted  In  every  particular  to  tbe 
requirements  of.your  case, 

I  do  not  desire  to  apiiear  as  unduly  urgent  In  the  matter,  nor  do 
I  approve  of  sending  medicine  C.  O.  D..  yet  knowing  what  your 
trouble  can  lead  to  if  neglected,  I  thought  It  best  to  put  this  treat- 
ment within   your  jcacb   at  once,   and   I   have  lost  no   lime   and 
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•bipped  tbia  complete  course  ol  trestmeot  to  your  express  office. 
wherp  tbe  agent  will  dellvvr  It  to  you  on  receipt  of  t--'-  ■I'd 
(ipiesE  charges. 

Tbia  ma;  at  llrst  Brem  bigh  to  you,  but  when  yon  stop  to  COD- 
Bldvr  tbat  [be  treatmcDt  coDiilsts  ol  tbe  very  purest  sad  higbest 
grade  of  Ingredients  tbnl  can  be  procarod  In  nny  pact  o(  tbe  Hoild, 
also  tbe  time  and  palnetaklng  care  wblcb  I  bave  given  to  fbelr  exact 
pceparatlon  for  your  special  case,  then  I  teel  confident  lliat  yon 
will  cacap  (0  (be  conclaslon  tbat  It  Is  Just  as  cheap  as  I  could  make 
It  consistently  wltb  my  bigb  reputation,  wbicb  l  could  not  afford 
lo  Jeopardize  with  a  cheap  |;rade  of  remedies  tbat  would  not  produce 
tbe  deelred  results.  I  trust  you  will  appreciate  tbIa  coDsclentlous 
work  BDd  the  deep  personal  loterest  wbicb  moves  me  to  do  tbe 
very  l>eet  tbat  lies  within  my  power  (or  you  and  that  I  bave  In 
preparing  this   treatment   taken   tbe  same  care   that   I   would  were 

Eveiytblng  Is  securely  packed  and  free  from  observatioTL  Full, 
simple  aad  explicit  directions,  regulations  for  ynur  diet,  mode  of 
living,  etc.  are  fenclused  in  the  iiackage.  Read  them  carefully,  pay 
atteutloD  to  the  treatment  and  J  assure  yuu  that  In  a  abort  lime 
the  unmistakable  sli:Da  of  a  marked  chance  for  the  better  should 
become  manifest.  Wltb  proper  care  and  attention,  good  results  are 
generally  accomplished,   where  tbe  treatment  la  promptly  taken.      I 

progressing  and  counsel  jou  until  no  longer  in  need  of  medical 
advice, 

I  have  tried  to  point  out  to  you  as  clearly  as  possible,  tbe  wise 
course  to  lake  and  I  can  urge  you  wltb  good  conscience  to  take 
this  Important  step  and  bcgfu  your  treatment  as  soon  as  you  can, 
for  sboald  you  let  this  opportunity  go  by,  It  might  be  a  source 
of  regret  as  long  as  you  live.  Atioye  all  things.  Ii^t  me  appeal  to 
tbat  strangest  of  human  Instincts,  natare's  Hrat  law — self-preserva- 
tion.    Do  your  duly  by  yourself. 

On  the  other  band,  I  want  your  case  tor  treatment,  knowing  as 
I  do  what  a  splendid  thing  It  would  be  for  you  to  be  rid  of  (but 
demon  epilepsy — bow  much  better,  livelier  and  brighter  you  would 
feel  nod  bow  much  more  life  would  be  worth  living. 

1  do  not  accept  any  case  unless  I  have  tbe  necessary  time  to 
devote  to  any  one  so  aflllcted,  and  for  this  reason  there  has  lieen  u 
little  delay  In  tally  I'eplylng  to  your  IctlerK.  but  in  future  your 
letters  will  be  answered  on  the  same  day  that  I  receive  them. 

As  sooo  as  tbe  medicines  arc  received,  will  you  kindly  dale  and 
return  the  enclosed  post-card,  that  I  may  make  a  note  ot  the  time 
tbe  treatment  began,  on  my  books? 

Wltb  best  wishes,  I  remain. 

Sincerely  your  physician, 

Tl[E  EriLEPTlC   l.NSTITUTH  CO.,  Inc, 

per  Medical  Director. 

lA  copy  ot  the  Booklet,  "GUIDE  FOE  EPILEPTICS."  Is  enclosed 
In  imckag".) 

r.  S. — The  package  Is  shipped  as  coming  from  my  Secretary,  O. 
I£almu3.  No  one  througb  whohc  hands  It  may  pass  will  know  what 
It  contains,  or  that  It  comes  from  a  doctor.  I  do  this  to  protect 
you  from  annoyance,  as  I  Qnd  that  many  of  my  patients  wish  lo 
nruid  publicity. 

This  diagnosis  letter  is  a  stock  circular  printed  in  simili- 
tude of  tjpewriting,  and  when  sent  out  as  a  diagnosis  to 
patients  is  the  Banie  in  all  instances,  with  the  eiception  of  the 
name  of  the  prospective  patient,  the  particular  variety  of  epi- 
lepsy from  which  he  ia-diagnosed  to  be  suffering,  and  the 
price  of  the  medicine.  So  far  as  the  inspector  could-  find,  the 
practice  has  been  to  send  out  tiiis  stock  diagnosis  letter  in 
all  instances.  At  tbe  bearing,  however,  it  was  claimed,  that 
in  aome  instances,  which  it  was  admitted  were  tew,  a  special 
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letter  was  prepared,  and  that  sometimes  cases  were  rejected, 
in  which  event,  of  course,  the  diaj^nosis  letter  wouM  not  be 
sent.  When  the  inspector  called  on  the  institute  to  furnish 
liim  with  the  names  of  rejected  cases,  Mr.  Kalmui  prodnoed 
the  names  and  addresses  of  live  persons.  As  to  the  four 
u'lio  resided  in  tlie  United  States,  tlie  inspector  addressed 
inquiries  to  their  postmasters.  In  three  coses  the  postmasteis 
knew  notliing  about  the  parties,  and  in  the  one  case  where  the 
postmaster  could  locate  the  patient  he  discovered  the  case 
had  not  been  rejected,  but  had  in  fact  been  accepted  anj  medi- 
cines heen  sent  to  the  patient  C.O.D.  and  the  price  later 
reduced  to  induce  acceptance  of  the  package.  The  inspector  also 
had  a  practicing  physician  of  Cincinnati  make  up  a  fictitious 
case  ot  an  incurable  case  of  hereditary  epilepsy,  which  he 
then  mailed  to  the  institute.  In  return  he  received  in  due 
course  the  regular  stock  diagnosis.  The  institute's  failure 
to  furnish  any  real  cases  of  rejecti'd  patients  anil  its  accejit- 
ance  of  the  inspector's  test  of  an  incurable  case  indicate  that 
the  occasion  must  be  quite  rare  when  the  stock  diagnosis 
letter  quoted  above  is  not  used  urging  the  epileptic  to  apply 
to  the  institution  for  treatment  and  holding  before  him 
strong  encouragement  for  a  cure. 

At  the  same  time  that  the  above  diagnosis  is  mailed  there 
is  sent  to  the  epileptic  by  express  a  package  of  medicine,  with 
the  charges  to  be  collected  on  delivery. 

Should  the  prospective  patient  decline  to  iminediately  accept 
and  pay  for  the  C.O.D.  packa^^.  the  institute  mails  him  or 
her  a  regular  series  of  letters  to  induce  the  acceptance  ot  the 
package.  In  one  It'tter  it  is  said  that  "these  remedies  arc  not 
cheap  compounds,  but  a  scientific  treatment  skillfully  prepared 
at  a  great  expenditure  of  time  and  trouble  from  rare  and 
costly  medicines,  and  under  my  personal  EU|)ervision  solely 
for  this  case";  that  "what  you  want  is  a  cure,  and  my 
experience  tells,  that  a  system  like  my  own,  aiming  at  perma- 
nency of  results  is  really  the  one  worthy  of  your  attention. 
These  so  much-needed  medicines  are  now  within  your  leaoii 
and  it  rests  entirely  with  you  to  decide.  If  you  wait  it  may 
be  forever  too  late;  but  if  you  do  your  part  promptly,  I  do 
hot  hesitate  to  predict  a  grand  success";  tliat  "you  know  tlie 
sad  consequences  of  delay  and  1  honestly  believe  there  is  no 
such  thing  as  fail  in  this  ease."  In  another  of  this  series  of 
letters  the  epileptic  is  told  that  the  institute's  previous 
experience  in  curing  just  such  cases  convinces  it  that  its  treat- 
ment faithfully  used  will  prove  for  Iiim,  as  it  has  for  so  many 
others,  "a  genuine  success."  Seduction  of  the  price  of  the 
C.O.D.  charge  is  also  resorted  to  to  induce  the  acceptance  and 
commencement  of  the  treatment.  Likewise,  after  the  treat- 
ment has  once  been  commenced  tlie  institute  has  a  regular 
scries  of  letters  to  mail  the  patient  to  induce  liim  to  continue 
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"I  amontlrely  Ratlnm'd  that  the  treiilment  which  I  hav»  shipped 
will  prove  ItB  wocth  and  merit,  and  Just  now  Is  tbe  very  best  oppor- 
lually  10  lake  it.  for  1(  tbere  is  no  [iirtb«r  eomplleatlou,  a  cure 
should  certalDly  be  effeclid  wltblu  a  reasonable  lenglh  of  time." 

Tlie  time  that  tliia  institute  urges  ita  patients  te  continue 
witli  the  treatment  is  from  a  year  to  a  rear  and  a  half,  and 
longer,  varying,  of  course,  in  different  cases.  Ita  charge  for 
medicine  ranges  from  about  $3  to  $!)  a  montli,  the  variance 
depending,  it  eeeiiis,  on  tlie  amount  whicli  tlie  patient  caa  be 
induced  to  pay. 

WHAT  THE   SCllOSKA   TBKATMEST  IS 

The  medical  treatment,  so  glowingly  advertised  by  this 
institute  as  a  "cure"  for  epilepsy,  is  based  on  the  broraids.  It 
is  what  is  generally  khown  as  the  bromid  treatment  except — 
and  this  is  where  the  institute  rests  ita  claims  for  unusual  and 
peculiar  efficacy — that  the  drug  adonia  vernalia  is  used  in  con- 
junction with  the  bromids.  In  connection  with  the  medical 
treatment,  the  usual  and  ordinary  rules  regarding  diet, 
liygiene,  etc.,  are  also  given. 

Dt.  Kebler  informs  me  that  what  ia  in  general  known  aa  tbe 
bromid  treatment  is  in  common  use  by  the  profcsaion  in 
treating  epilepsy;  that  its  physiologic  action  has  been  quit« 
well  defined;  that  it  is  not  a  "cure"  for  the  disease,  but  acta 
simply  as  a  sedative,  and  in  this  way  tenda  to  suppress  the 
attacks;  that  medical  science  to-day  has  no  drug  treatment 
that  wilt  cure  this  disease;  that  this  disease  is  among  the 
moat  diilicult  and  intractable  of  all  diseases  to  treat,  and  that 
small  per  cent,  of  the  more  favorable  cases  only  have  been 
-successfully  treated,  and  that  the  success  in  these  instances 
has  been  due  most  probably  to  the  condition  of  the  patient 
himself  rather  than  to  the  medication. 

[The  report  then  goes  on  to  quote  from  the  text-book  or 
other  writings  of  a  number  of  recognized  medical  authori- 
ties, statements  showing  the  evil  results  that  may  follow 
the  long -con  tinned  use  of  the  bromida.  For  instance,  H.  A. 
Hare  ("Text-BooTc  of  Practical  Therapeutics,"  8th  edi,,  Phila., 
1900,  p.  110}  says: 

In  other  ccsrs  evidence  of  mentnl  aberration  develops,  the  patient 
becoming  irritable,  morose  and  even  iiomicidat.  Sometimes,  how- 
ever, we  lind  melancboIlB  and  lialUiclnations.  and.  rarely,  exalted 
Ideas.  In  still  others  a  diinjierouB  sufTocatlve  bronchitis  develops, 
tbe  patient  may  become  profoundly  cacliecllc.  or  the  condition  may 
resemble  typhoid  (ever. 

Testimony  to  the  same  effect  is  quoted  from  the  works  of 
Drs.  Roberta,  Bartholow,  S.  O.  L.  Potter,  Sir  T.  L.  Brunton, 
H.  C.  Wood.  Sr.  and  Jr.,  Edward  N.  Clarke,  G.  F.  Butler,  J.  B. 
Yeo  and  R.  W.  Wilcox.  Dr.  W.  T.  Spratling,  an  authority  on 
epilepsy  and  for  many  years  superintendent  of  the  Cnrfg  Col- 
ony tor  Epileptiea,  at   Sonyea,  N.  Y.,  a  state  institution  of 
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The  colonj  ba£  ascertained  through  the  annlj-sls  of  nearly  thirty 
of  the  more  wldeLj  advertised  patent  nostruma  tor  the  "aure  cure" 
of  epilepsy  that  the  bromld  le  the  base  of  them  all. 

Many  of  these  quack  remedies  so  glowingly  set  forth  Id  the 
public  prints,  poeeess  the  power  of  suppressing  the  attack  for  a 
time,  but  It  Is   suppression  only,  not  eure,   and   the  patients  are 

If  pushed  too  far.  death  may  Intervene  from  acute  bramid  poison- 
ing. This  happened  In  the  case  of  a  boy  of  12  years,  whom  I 
knew,  whose  parents  gave  him  too  frequent  doses  oC  a  patent  nos- 
trum, the  essential  ingredient  of  which,  as  with  the  bulk  of  patent 
epileptic  cares,  was  bromid  of  potassium. 

It  Is  a  frequent  experience  to  see  patients  brutalized  by  bromld, 
go  months  without  fits,  but  nith  a  lose  of  mental  and  physical 
actlvlly. 

The  reportfurther  jmblishes  the  replies  to  a  series  of  ques- 
tions, wade  by  several  of  tUe  more  prominent  practicing  pliy- 
sicians  in  response  to  a  request  by  Dr.  Kebler  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  the  assistant  attorney-general.  On  all  points  the 
replies  are  practically  unanimous,  and  are  to  the  effect  that 
symptom  blanks  sent  through  the  mail  can  alone  not  aSord 
data  for  a  reliable  diagnosiEi  of  epilepsy;  that  the  indiscrimi- 
nate use  of  broroids  is  dangerous  j  that  the  bromld  treatment 
is  not  a  cure,  but  only  a,  palliative,  for  epilepsy;  that  the 
respondents  have  no  personal  experience  of  a  single  case  in 
which  a  cure  of  epilepsy  could  be  attributed  to  the  use  of  the 
bromids  alone;  that  adonis  vernalis  can  be  beneficial  at  best 
in  selected  cases  of  certain  types  only;  that  its  use  is  liable  to 
be  attended  with  danger;  and  that  they  know  of  no  instance 
in  which  a  cure  of  epilepsy  could  be  attributed  to  its  use.] 

ADOMI9  VEBNALIS:    HOW   IT   CAME  TO  BE   USED 

As  regards  the  drug,  adonis  vernalis,  which  the  institute 
claims  is  what  gives  its  treatment  the  peculiar  and  unusual 
merit  that  is  claimed  for  it,  and  makes  it  a  "cure" 
where  science  has  been  unable  to  discover  any  curative  medi- 
cation for  this  disease,  in  addition  to  the  statements  of  the 
physicians  quoted  above,  Dr.  Kebler  advises  me  that  this  drug 
has  been  known  to  and  used  by  the  medical  profession  for 
some  years  as  a  heart  stimulant;  and  was  for  a  while  experi- 
mented with  someivhat  in  connection  with  bromids  for  the 
treatment  of  epilepsy,  but  was  found  to  be  without  value, 
except  possibly  in  a  few  cases  where  there  is  an  nfflicticn  of  the 
heart  which  might  be  contributory  to  the  case.  He  states, 
however,  that  such  cases  could  only  be  recognized  by  careful 
personal  eiamination.  Dr.  Schoenllng  told  me  that  the  use 
of  this  drug  was  suggested  by  Mr.  Kalmus  when  it  was  pro- 
posed to  undertake  this  scheme;  that  he  advised  Mr.  Kalmus 
that  he  did  not  believe  it  was  of  value;  but  that  Mr.  Kalmus 
insisted,  and  they  therefore  experimented  with  it  and  found 
it  to  be  of  value,  and  so  made  it  a  part  of  the  treatment. 
He  did  not  tell  me  what  experiments  were  made  or  on  whom, 
nor  was  anything  given  me  on  this  point  except  Dr.  Schoen- 
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ling's  general  Htatement.  Mr.  Kalmus  is  not  a-phfBician,  nor 
has  he  a  medical  education;  and  Dr.  Sctioealing  could  not 
adrise  me  how  it  was  that  "Mr.  Kalmus  got  the  idea  of  uaing 
tbia  drug  in  connection.  1  am  unable  to  understand  how 
it  was  that  tliia  drug  was  made  a  part  of  this  treatment,  ex- 
cept that  it  was  to  provide  a  point  tor  argument  in  the 
event,  wliich  may  have  been  foreseen,  that  tlie  uausual  claims 
of  the  institute  for  the  new  and  wonderful  cure  for  epilepsy, 
when  in  fact  the  bromide  were  to  be  the  base  of  the  treat- 
ment, should  be  cballenged. 

INADEQUACY  OF  THE  BTUPTOU  BLANK 

The  blank  used  by  tlie  institute  to  secure  the  patient's 
symptoms  for  diagnosing;  liis  condition  and  preparing  his  treat- 
ment has  beun  set  forth  above.  In  addition  to  the  state- 
ments of  the  pliysicians  quoted  above,  Dr.  Kebler  advises  me 
that  he  does  not  consider  it  practicable  by  such  a  means  and 
such  information  for  a  physician  to  make  an  qceurale  and 
scientific  diagnosis;  and  Dr.  Schoenling  also  was  forced  to 
admit  that  such  was  not  practicable  in  all  cases,  although 
he  claimed  that  such  instances  would  be  few.  The  meager- 
ness  of  this  blank,  as  a  basis  for  an  accurate  and  scientific 
diagnosis,  is  quite  marked  when  it  is  compared  with  that  used 
by  the  Craig  Colony  above  i(feried  to  in  considering  applica- 
tions for  admission  to  that  colony  (see  "Bultetin"  of  April  1, 
lOOG).  As  the  institute's  treatment  is  supposed  to  be  predi- 
cated on  the  information  so  obtained,  if  it  is  insufficient  for  a 
proper  conception  of  the  patient's  condition,  the  good  faith 
with  which  such  cases  are  undertaken  i.i>  be.  "cured"  must 
certainly  be  questionable. 

With  the  papers  in  this  case  is  correspondence  had  by 
the  inspector  with  a  number  of  persons  who  were  patients  of 
this  institute.  The  inspector  says  he  procured  their  names 
and  addresses  in  ]!t05.  and  that  after  allowing  the  12  to  IS 
months  to  elapse  in  which  the  company  claims  its  treatment 
will  effect  a.  cure,  he  inquired  of  tliem  the  results  of  the 
treatment.  Not  one  of  the  answers  received  says  that  a  cure 
was  effected.  A  number  state  tliey  obtained  wJiite  taking  the 
treatment  more  or  less  relief  in  the  suppression  of  the  attacks 
or  the  reduction  of  their  severity  or  frequency.  In  some 
instances  the  patient  became  so  bad  from  the  effects  of 
the  hromid  that  the  treatment  had  to  be  discontinued  and  the 
patient  confined  in  a  state  institution-  The  suppression  of 
attacks  or  the  reduction  of  their  severity  or  frequency,  wliioh 
this  correspondence  indicates  is  a  result  of  this  ti-eatment,  is. 
I  am  informed  by  Di-.  Kebler,  the  ordinary  effect  of  bromids. 
This  result,  however,  docs  not  mean  that  the  patient  has  been 
cured  of  the  disease. 
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As  part  of  tlie  a<lv(irti$ing  literature  of  the  institute  to 
Becure  patients,  use  lias  been  made  of  wliat  seemed  to  be 
reprints  of  letters  written  by  patients  to  tlie  institute  speaking 
favorably  of  tlie  results  obtained  in  the  cases  of  the  writerg. 
The  inspector  wrote  to  the  postmasters  of  all  of  the  peraona 
whose  testimonials  were  so  used.  T)ie  correspondence,  which 
IB  among  the  papers  in  the  case,  disclose  that  practically  all 
the  testimonials,  some  twenty  in  number,  were  directly  or 
indirectly  solicited,  probably  while  tlie  patient  was  still  taking 
the  treatment  and  was  under  the  favorable  influence  of  the 
bromids.  In  one  instnnce  the  patient  was  given  free  treat- 
ment for  his  testimonial,  and  in  another  instance  a  present  of 
a  silver  wat«h  was  used  as  an  inducement  for  tlie  giving  of 
the  testimonial.  The  correspondence  developed  that  the  per- 
sons giving  these  testimonials  liad  not  been  permanently  cured 
of  epilepsy,  though  in  most  instances  the  attacks  were  sup- 
pressed or  their  frequency  or  severity  reduced  while  taking 
tlie  treatment  by  the  effect  of  tlie  bromids.  The  postmasters 
also  indicate  in  several  instances  that  it  is  not  certain 
whetlier  the  patient  was  actually  afflicted  with  epilepsy  or 
was  suffering  merely  from  hysteria.  This  institute,  it  would 
seem,  although  knowing  that  these  testimonials  were  the 
product  merely  of  the  ordinary,  effect  of  the  bromids,  never- 
theless circulated  them  for  the  purpose  of  misleading  and 
deceiving  the  class  of  persons  from  whom  it  solicited  busi- 
ness into  believing  them  actual  cases  of  cures  effected  by  some 
new  and  wonderful  treatment.  As  heretofore,  stated,  tins 
institute  appeals  for  business  principally  among  foreigners, 
and  the  letters  of  patients  that  have  been  submitted  on  the 
hearing  indicate  that  as  a  rule  the  wiiters  are  persons  of 
small  education  and  experience  and  are  of  a  class  that  prob- 
ably could  be  easily  deceived. 

WHO  AND  WHAT  THE  "SKILLED  SPECIALIST^"  ARE 

One  of  the  strong  reasons  urged  for  taking  treatment  by 
this  institute  on  those  persons  whom  it  solicits  to  become 
its  patients,  is  the  representation  that  its  patients  have  the 
benefit  and  advantage  of  having  their  cases  handled  by  trained 
and  skilled  specialists,  including  one  of  the  foremost  exam- 
ining specialists  in  America.  As  I  am  advised,  there  have 
been  connected  with  this  institute,  since  it  commenced  busi-  ■ 
ness  in  the  spring  of  1003,  three  physicians,  namely.  Dr. 
E.  H.  Schoenling,  Dr.  li.  J.  Leucke  and  Dr.  A.  L.  Guertin. 
Dr.  Schoenling  stated  at  the  hearing  that  for  about  the  first 
six  months,  being  half  owner  for  the  first  three  months,  he 
attended  to  the  medical  end  of  the  business  for  Mr.  Kalmus, 
examining  the  symptom  blani:  and  diagnosing  the  case,  pre- 
scribing  the   treatment   and    compounding;    it    as  well;   that 
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after  he  then  left,  Dr.  Lencke  did  tliii  work  until  December, 
190T;  ftnd  that  since  then  lie  hag  again  done  the  diagnosing 
and  prescribing  and  Ur.  Guertin  liaa  done  the  compounding. 
Dr.  Schoenling  graduated  in  IDOO,  when  about  22  years  of 
age,  has  made  no  special  study  of  epilepsy,  etcept  in  connec- 
tion with  this  mail-order  business,  is  not  a  member  of  any 
medical  society,  is  not  regarded  in  the  profession  aj  a  spe- 
cialist, and  has  most  of  the  time  since  his  graduation  worked 
for  $25  a  week  for  a  Dr.  Charles  Shafer  of  Cincinnati,  who 
advertises  in  the  public  prints  soliciting  kidney  and  urinary 
and  sexual  cases.  The  salary  paid  him  for  his  work  at  th*^ 
institute,  he  says,  has  been  Ices  than  $100  a  month;  anu 
stated  that  he  spent  but  a  few  hours  each  day  at  the  institute 
and  regarded  it  as  a  sort  of  a  side  line  to  his  regular  work 
with  Dr.  Shafer.  Dr.  Leucke  graduated  in  1001,  went  to  this 
institute  in  1003,  has  had  no  special  preparation  in  epilepsy, 
does  not  consider  himself  a  specialist,  and  was  paid  by  the 
institute,  the  inspector  says,  only  $15  a  month,  lie  is  not  a 
member  of  any  medical  society,  his  professional  standing  is 
doubtful,  his  rcgidar  practice  is  sexual  and  urinary  diseases, 
and  in  December  last  his  advertisements  were  excluded  from 
the  Cincinnati  papers  on  the  ground  that  they  related  to  the 
sale  of  abort  if acients  and  the  performing  of  criminal  opera- 
tion in  violation  of  the  statutes  of  the  United  States.  Dr. 
Guertin  receives  $35  a  month  for  his  services  fiom  the  insti- 
tute, works  there  but  a  few  hours  each  day,  is  not  a  member 
of  any  medical  society,  his  standing  in  the  profession  is 
questionable,  he  baa  little  or  no  practice  in  Cincinnati,  and 
was  investigated  by  this  department  in  1005  for  giving  to  a 
concern  against  which  was  pending  a  charge  of  fraud  under 
tliese  statutes,  and  against  which  a  fraud  order  was  later 
issued,  a  testimonial  as  to  its  medicine,  which  he  later  ad- 
mitted to  the  department  was  done  for  a  valuable  considera- 
tion, ^nd  without  reading  the  statement  which  he  was  paid 
to  sign,  and  which  he  repudiated  as  untrue.  He  admits  be  is 
not  a  specialist.  These  are  the  self -sty  led  specialists  and 
"foremost  examining  specialists  of  America"  of  this  insti- 
tute. No  comment  is  needed  on  these  facts  to  show  the  utter 
falsity  and  frauduleney  of  the  representations  in  question. 

A  "frank"  opinion 
Another  representation  used  to  secure  patients  is  that  in 
those  instances  where  a  cure  is  not  believed  to  be  probable, 
the  party  will  be  so  informed  frankly.  The  evidence  here- 
tofore referred  to  as  regards  the  inability  of  the  institute  to 
sustain  its  claims  as  to  the  rejection  of  incurable  cases,  and 
the  test  case  of  the  inspector  in  which  the  institute  solicited 
with  its  regular  stock  diagnosis  circular,  holding  forth  strong 
encouragement  for  a  complete  cure,  what  Dr.  Lewis  of  Cin- 
cinnati referred  to  'above,  and.  Dr.  Kebler  states,  represents 
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an  iDcurable  case  of  hereditary  epilepsy,  prove,  it  seems  to 
me,  that  this  promise  is  not  made  in  good  faith  or  with  tlie 
intention  of  observing  it. 

Oq  the  liearing  it  was  ingeniously  urged  for  the  institute, 
in  excuse  of  tliis  course  of  action,  that  it  could  not  be  told 
with  certainty  in  advance  of  treatment  what  would  be  the 
result  in  any  specific  case.  The  natura.)  question,  then,  is, 
Why  is  such  a  promise  made?  And  the  argument  also  obviously 
involves  an  impeachment  by  the  institute  itself  of  the  good 
faith  of  the  assurances  of  an  almost  certain  "cure"  with  whic': 
it  induces  patients  to  undertake  the  treatment. 


Another  of  the ' representations  is  that  the  medicines  used 
are  "perfectly  harmless"  and  "contain  nothing  injurious  and 
leave  no  unpleasant  atter-effects."  The  dangerous  nature  of 
the  medlcincB  that  are  used  has  been  previously  shown;  and 
it  is  to  be  remembered  that  this  danjrer  is  increased  by  the 
fact  that .  the  treatment  is  administered  without  the  per- 
sonal examination  or  supervision  of  a  physician.  Tlie  jeopanly 
to  the  health,  and  even  reason  and  life  themselves,  of  the 
patients  that  is  involved  in  the  methods  used  by  this  insti- 
tute renders  this  business,  it  seems  to  me,  one  of  the  more 
pernicious  and  reprehensible  of  the  schemes  to  make  money 
by  fraud  nhich  infests  the  mails  and  against  which  the  stat- 
utes here  in  question  are  directed. 

Another  representation  is  that  the  raedieines  used  are 
costly  and  rare.  Dr.  Kehler  advises  me  that  none  of  the 
drugs   which   the   institute   states   it   uses   can  be   said   to   be 

Another  statement  is  that  the  troatment  is  "directed  at  the 
predisposing  cause,"  that  '"it  would  be  useless  to  mert-ly  try 
to  suppress  and  diminish  the  attacks;  the  special  features 
must  be  considered  and  treatment  skillfully  directed  at  the 
cause  of  the  disease,"  etc.  In'  fact,  as  shown  by  the  treat- 
ment actually  administered,  the  very  thing  is  done  that  it 
is  claimed  will  not  be  done,  and  the  thing  which  it  is  claimed 
will  be  done  is  not  done. 

The  institute  has  submitted  on  this  hearing  as  proof  that 
It  uses  a  treatment  that  is  cfTective  and  of  benPHt  to  its 
patients,  a  considerable  number  of  letters  and  affidavits  of 
persons  who  state  they  took  treatment  from  this  institute  and 
were  benefited  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  by  the  suppression 
of  the  attacks  or  the  reduction  of  their  frequency  or  severity, 
and  a  few  even  think  they  have  been  cured.  In  some  instances 
it  is  stated  that  the  patients  realize  that  a  cure  is  uncer- 
tain, but  that  they  are  satisfied  with  what  results  they 
are  ovperieneing  and  are  willing  to  continue  longer  with  the 
treatment.     These    statements  are  to  he  taken  in  connection 
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with  all  tbe  other  ciraumstancea  of  the  case,  especially  the 
facta  HB  to  the  treatment  whkh  ia  admiulBterpd,  the  made 
in  which  it  is  done,  and  the  qualincationa  and  experience  of, 
the  phvsiciane  haadling  the  cases.  U'lien  it  ia  known  what 
is  tlie  medication  that  lias  been  given  these  people,  namely, 
the  bromid  treatment,  the  pliysiologic  efTect  of  which  is  well 
known  to  medical  science,  tlie  signilicance  of  these  statements 
is  easily  appreciated.  Nothing  is  disciosed  except  tlie  well- 
known  efTccts  of  tite  broraids,  namely,  tliat  as  a  sedative  they 
tend  to  suppress  the  attacks.  One  fact  to  be  borne  in  mind 
concerning  tliese  statements  is  tliat  tliey  were  prepared  by 
tlie  institute  and  its  ottorney  to  meet  'tbe  charges  here  pre- 
sented, and  then  sent  to  tlie  patients  to  subscribe  tt>  what 
was  written  if  they  would;  also  tliat  the  statements  seem  to 
be  principally  from  patients  who  commenced  more  or  less 
recently  taking  the  treatment  and  were  still  taking  it. 

The  institute  has  treated  in  all,  1  am  informed,  about 
6,000  persons.  The  probability  is  that  it  has  carefully 
scanned  its  records  and  with  the  100  or  so  cases  which  it  has 
submitted  to  me  to  consider  has  put  forward  its  better  foot. 
The  institute  has  given  these  people  certain  drugs  with  cer- 
tain known  qualities,  and  it  would  be  strange  indeed  if  some 
of  them  did  not  experience  the  ordinary  elfcct  of  such  treat- 
ment and  feel  satisfied  therewith.  But  it  must  be  remembered 
that  each  of  these  persons  whose  statements  are  presented, 
as  well  as  the  otiier  patients  of  the  institute  the  results  of 
the  treatment  iu  whose  cases  are  not  disclosed,  were  all  so- 
licited and  urged  to  pay  their  money  and  take  this  treat- 
ment with  strong  encouragement  for  a  complete  and  perma- 
nent cure,  and  with  the  assurance  that  tliey  would  be  treated 
with  a  new  treatment  originated  by  this  institute  and  unknown 
to  the  medical  profession  generally,  and  which  had  the 
power  to  work  cures  in  cases  where  the  profession  was 
helpless,  and  with  the  further  assurance  that  tliey  would  not 
be  drugged  "merely  to  smother  symptoms  and  for  a  time 
ward  od  the  attacks — that  is. one  way  of  treating  epilepsy, 
but  it  is  not  my  way";  also  that  their  cases  would  not  be 
accepted  unless  it  was  felt  they  would  be  cured;  also,  that 
the  physicians  of  the  institute  were  specialists  and  included 
the  foremost  e:aminlng  specialists  of  America;  also,  that  the 
treatment  was  entirely  harmless,  as  well  as  many  other  state- 
ments to  which  attention  has  been  called.  In  fact,  the  insti' 
tuto  had  no  warrant  for  its  strong  encouragement  to  the  pro- 
spective patient,  to  exjiert  a  complete  and  permanent  cure. 
and  could  not  have  offered  such  liopes  iu  good  faith ;  it  did 
not  have  any  new  treatment,  but  simply  proposed  to  use  a 
treatment  based  on  the  bromids,  which  are  not  a  "cure"  for 
the  disease;  it  was  intended  simply  to  smother  the  symptoms, 
and  was  not  intended  to  use  some  other  way  so  fondly  dis- 
tinguished from  the  "smothering"  process;    it  was    not  pro- 
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poBed  to  trankly  so  advise  those  persons  who  it  was  not 
believed  could  be  cured,  but  it  wae  intended  to  urge  the  treat- 
ment on  practically -every  one  without  discriminatioii ;  and 
the  pbyaicians  of  the  institute  were  not  specialists  as  pre- 
tended, nor  did  the  staff  of  the  institute  include  the  fore- 
most examining  specialists  of  America;  but,  in  truth,  the 
physicians  of  the  institute  were  young  graduates  and  men 
witliout  standing  in  their  profession  and  following  guestiOD- 
able  lines  of  practice,  and  were  men  employed  at  what  would 
seem  to  be  about  as  small  salaries  as  any  at  which  the  required 
service  could  be  obtained;  and  the  treatment  intended  to 
be  administered  was  not  entirely  harmless,  but  was  of  a 
nature  that  might  wreck  the  health  and  even  reason  and  life 
themselves  of  the  patient.  Therefoi-e,  while  in  what  may  be 
said  to  be  a  comparatively  few  instances,  as  the  institute  has 
not  disclosed  its  records  in  the  great  number  of  its  canes, 
patients  have  experienced  from  the  treatment  what  is  the 
ordinary  effect  of  the  bromids  and  may  feel  satisfied  with 
so  much,  yet  I  feel  it  is  not  true  that  the  other  and  the 
greater  share  of  the  patrons  of  the  institute  have  not  been 
deliberately  deluded  with  false  hopes  and  representations, 
and  defrauded  of  their  money  which  they  probably  would  not 
have  paid  if  aware  .of  the  facts,  in  addition  to  having  thsir 
health,  reason  and  life  endangered.  The  answer  to  the  claim 
that  certain  of  the  patrons  are  satisfied  with  what  benefit 
they  do  get  from  the  treatment,  is  that  in  that  event  were 
the  business  conducted  with  an  honest  purpose  there  should 
be  no  occasion  for  promising  anything  more.  The  satisfaction 
of  the  few  is  no.t  justification  for  the  defrauding  of  the 
many.  Furthermore,  this  scarcely  is  the  case  in  which  the 
patients  are  sufficiently  familiar  with  the  facts  to  lie  able  to 
determine  whether  they  should  be  satisfied  or  not,  and  this  is 
especially  so  of  the  patient  who  has  commenced  the  treat- 
ment but  comparatively  recently,  and  particularly  among 
the  class  of  people  among  whom  it  appears  the  most  of  the 
business  of  tlie  institute  is  solicited. 


After  the  fraud  order  had  been  issued  against  this  concern. 
Hs  promoter.  Otto  Kalmus  at  once  attempted  to  evade  the 
effects  of  the  order  b>  starting  the  same  scheme  under 
another  name— the  Hamilton  Dispensarj  That  his  operations 
under  the  new  title  were  extensne  is  eiident  from  the  fact 
that  we  receiipd  letters  and  'diagnosis  blanks"  sent  out  by 
this  rechristened  fraud  from  even  as  far  away  as  the  Phjlip 
pine  Islands 

The  postoflice  authorities  again  took  up  the  matter  and  not 
only  was  a  fraud  order  against  the  Epileptic  Institute  Com 
pany  extended  to  co\er  the  mail  addressed  to  the  Hamilton 
Company,   but   criminal    proceedings   vere    instituted   against 
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Kalmus.  We  leftrn  from  S,  T.  StcPlioreon  of  Cincionati,  United 
States  (lUtrict  attorney,  tliut  Kalinus  was  convicted  October 
82  of  usipg  the  mails  in  furtherance  of  a  scliemc  to  defraud. 
A  motion  for  a  new  trial  nas  made,  which  the  court  has  under 
advisement.    Kleantiine  the  defendant  ia  out  on  fl^OO  bail. 

It  Ih  earnestly  to  be  desired  that  the  outcome  of  the  case 

will  be  such  that  Mr.  Kalmua,  after  enjoying  a  well-deserveil 

Ifst  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  will  go  into  a  more 

honorable  buainesB  than  that  of  preying  on  epileptics. — (Modi' 

'  f.«d  from  The  Joarnul  A.  M.  A.,  Nov.  Zft,  190S.) 


THE    "WISCOMSIN    MEDICAI.    IHSTITUTE"    AMD    "THE 
MASTER  SPECIALIST ' 

Thia  case  is  leally  tlie  history  of  a  figlit  of  the  Wisconsin 
State  Board  of  Medical  Examiners  against  the  notorious  Rein- 
hardt  hrotliers,  uho  for  a  number  of  years  liave  carried  on 
business  in  tlihvaukee  under  the  name  of  the  "Wisconsin 
Sfedical  Inatitute"  and  "The  Master  Specialist."  The  account 
is  furnished  by  A.  C.  Umbreit,  rttbrnej  for  the  board.  The 
three  brotliera  Heinhardt,  with  various  members  of  tlieir 
families,  etc.,  conducted,  also,  otlier  similar  concerns,  the 
"Heidelberg  Institute,"  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  the  "Vienna  Med- 
ical Institute,"  Chicago,  and  the  "Copcnliagen  Institute"  at 
Davenport,  Iowa.  Their  methoda  were  those  of  advertising 
quacks,  roping  in  their  victims  by  decoy  letters,  giving  out 
terrifying  diagnoses  of  sexual  diseases,  taking  iron-clad  judg- 
ment notes,  when  the  victims'  ready-money  payments  failed, 
etc.  Their  profits  were  enormoua,  netting  several  thousand 
dollars  a  month,  and  they  dipped  also  into  politics,  employing 
attorneys  and  an  active  legislative  and  advertising  agent  in 
Chicago,  who  Morkcd  the  legislature  and  the  country  press 
and  who  had  to  be  included  with  them  in  the  prosecution 
started  by  the  state  board.  The  board  has  finally  succeeded 
in  driving  tliem  out  of  Wisconsin,  but  there  ia  nothing  to  pre- 
vent this  delectable  family  group  from  carrying  on  their 
frauds  in  other  states  wbeie  the  laws  may  be  less  rigid  or 
the  authorities  less  active.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  other  state 
boards  will  be  alive  to  the  situation  and  prevent  them  repeat- 
ing or  continuing  their  depredations  elsewhere. 

The  history  of  the  case  is  most  interesting  and  the  summary 
which  follows  is  taken  from  the  report  to  the  governor  of 
Wisconsin,  by  Mr.  A.  C.  Umbreit,  attorney  for  the  Wisconsin 
State  Board  of  Medical  Examiners. 


J    MEDICAL    INSTITUTE 

The  Reinbardts  arc  brothers,  two  of  them  twins.  The  two 
twin  brothers  claim  to  have  studied  medicine  and  to  have 
received  diplomas  from  medical  colleges.  The  third  brother, 
F.  A.  H.  Reinhardt,  never  studied  meditine,  but  is  a  blacksmith 
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by  trade  and  claima  to  be  an  expert  electrical  mechanic  Tlie 
home  of  these  Beinliardts  and  their  relatireB  is  now  at  St. 
Paul,  Minn.  So  fnras  is  known,  Minnesota  is  their  native 
Btate.  These  Beinhardta  and  their  relatives  have  been  con- 
ducting medical  institutes  in  Milwaukee  under  one  name  or 
another  for  the  past  seven  years  and  liave  made  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  dollars  out  of  their  fraudulent  business. 

Willis  F.  and  Wallace  A.  Reinhardt  are  twin  brothers,  F. 
A.  H.  Reinhardt  is  an  older  brother.  Mary  Reinhardt  is  tfietr 
mother.  Bella  Hageman  is  tbeir  sister.  William  Hageman 
and  J.  M.  Ruffner  are  their  brothera-in-law,  and  M.  C.  Wolf 
was  a  former  employe  of  theirs.  In  1B02  The  Wisconsin 
Medical  Institute  was  incorporated  by  Willis  F.  Rein- 
hardt,, Delia  R.  Hageman  and  Mary  Reinhardt.  In  1904  The 
Master  Specialist  was  incorporated  by  William  Hageman,  J.  M. 
Ruffner  and  M.  C.  Wolf.  These  two  alleged  corporations  con- 
ducted by  them  advertised  under  their  corporate  name  and 
held  themselves  out  as  specialists  in  so-called  private  and 
■  secret  diseases  peculiar  to  men.  The  president  of  both  cor- 
porations was  L.  J.  Reinhardt,  the  wife  of  Wallace  A.  Rein- 
hardt. The  secretary  of  one  corporation  was  Wallace  A. 
Reinhardt,  and  of  the  other  F.  A.  H.  Reinhardt.  The  manager 
of  the  local  ofTice  of  iioth  corporations  was  Willis  F.  Rein- 
hardt. Aitlioiigh  these  two  concerns  were  incorporated  for 
the  apparent  pui-pose  of  conducting  a  medical  institute,  yet  all 
its  business,  as  far  as  business  matters  thereof  was  con- 
cerned, was  conducted  in  the  name  of  F.  A.  H.  Reinhardt. 
Thus  the  lease  of  the  premises  occupied  by  them  ran  in  his 
name,  the  bank  deposits  were  made  in  his  name,'  all  the  checks 
were  signed  in  his  name,  and  all  judgment  notes  were  made 
payable  to  him. 

These  same  people  conducted  three  other  alleged  medical 
institutes,  one  at  St.  Paul,  known  as  the  Heidelberg 
Institute;  another  one  at  Chicago,  known  as  the  Vienna  Med- 
ical Institute,  and  the  third  one  at  Davenport,  Iowa, 
known  as  the  Copenhagen  Institute.  All  these  three  other 
alleged  medical  institutes  were  conducted  in  the  some  way  as 
the  one  at  Milwaukee,  namely,  all  formal  business  matters  were 
conducted  in  the  name  of  F,  A.  H.  Reinhardt. 

Advertising  most  extensively  in  the  local  and  state  news- 
papers under  the  names  of  these  two  corporations,  and  pro- 
fessing to  be  specialists  in  the  particular  diseases  referred  to, 
these  Reinhardts  have  reaped  a  rich  harvest  by  the  way  of 
returns  from  the  fraudulent  business  during  the  past  six  years. 
Previous  to  coming  to  Milwaukee,  the  twin  brothers  Rein- 
iiardt  conducted  a  fraudulent  medical  institute  at  Minneapo- 
,lis,  and  when  their  fraud  became  so  notorious  that  the  grand 
jury  began  investigating  their  methods,  an  alleged  sale  of 
their  institute  to  F.  A.  H.  Reinhardt  was,  made,  and  the  twins 
disappeared,  ostensibly  going  to  Europe,  but  in  fact  making 
such  trip  to  Europe  via  San  Francisco,  Hawaii  and  Australia. 
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By  reason  of  tbfir  fromlulent  acta  juat  referred  to,  the  license 
to  practice  medicine  of  Wallace  A.  Reinliardt  was  revoked  by 
the  Stale  Board  of  Medical  Examinirs  ot  Minnesota  July  12, 
leOO.  Willis  F.  Reinhnrdt  never  had  a  licentie  in  Minnesota, 
nor  has  had  one  in  Wiacansin,  and,  so  far  as  is  known,  the 
ooLy  state  that  has  given  him  a  license  to  practice  ie  Illinois, 
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and  that  fact  i9  tn  doubt  After  tlieir  ratber  unpleaaant 
expem^nce  lu  Miimeapolis  these  tnm  brotheis  laitie  to  Mil 
waukee  and  condu  tfd  a  so  called  medical  institute  in  their 
own  names  and  later  in  the  names  of  tlie  Leipvic  Doctors  and 
tlie  dernian  American  Doctors  but  finally  formed  tlie  corpora 
tions  already   described 


In  conducting  their  alleged  medical  institute  in  Milwaukee 
the  Reinhardts  generally  employed  physicians  just  out  of  col 
lege  and  anxious  to  get  any  kind  of  piactice  or  those  who 
had  made  a  failure  of  life  as  well  as  of  their  practice  and  were 
willing  to  do  an}  kind  of  work  for  the  sake  of  ekiDg  out  a 
precarious  existenee  A  brief  de>icription  of  the  waj  they  con 
ducted  their  fraudulent  lusiness  mil  at  once  show  the  enor 
mlty  of  the  frauds  committed  by  these  Kemhardts  and  the 
extent  of  their  imposition  on  the  people  of  the  State  of  Wis 

By  far  the  largest  number  of  their  customers  came  from 
plains  outside  of  Milnaukee  and  the  \ictim  generalU  began 
his  ecpeneuce  of  being  fleeced  by  these  men  bj  sending  a.  let 
ter  of  inquiry  to  the  institute  by  reason  of  having  been 
attractrd  by  the  flaming  adi  ertisements.  In  response  to  this 
letter  of  inquiry  there  was  sent  a  deco\  letter  written  by  the 
stenographer  employed  at  the  institute  urging  the  expected 
victim  to  call  because  a  perional  e'camination  was  necessary 
Herewith  are  given  vtrbatim  copies  of  actual  letters  received 
at  the  inotitute 

WIsconHn  Medical  Institute: 

aent}tinen: — I  wish  to  consult  ;ou  In  regard  to  m;  case. 
Will  describe  the  IK'SI  I  can.  Have  a  pain  In  bstb  of  li«a(]  and 
In  temples,  have  heart  trouble,  pajn  In  small  of  back,  and 
lover  part  of  abdomen,  and  an  Itctring,  a  fulnens  of  bowels. 
Am  nervous,  and  73  jeara  old.  Good  appetilte.  What  is 
the  trouble,  what  can  you  do  for  me,  what  will  be  the 
eipensv?     (.'an  you  guaianter;  anything?     If  so,   if  I  can 


Another   form   of   letter   which   was   frequently   received   i 
herewith  reproduced : 

The  Maiter  epeaiaittt, 
Hiiwautee,  TTig.; 
Dear  Sir; — To-day  as  [  was  looking  over  some  old  hoots 
I  found  one  called  Prlvale  Medical  Adviser,  by  the  Master 
Specialist.  Aa  I  could  Und  no  date  in  Che  book,  haven't 
any  Idea  whether  you  are  In  business  yet  oi'  not,  but 
decided  to  write  and  And  out,  as  1  am  sick.  The  home  Dr. 
calls  the  trouble  Typbold  Klalarla.  Have  felt  it  coming  on 
several  years,  was  <lown  last  Bummer  with  It  six  weeks, 
toot  dovm  J906.  1  Aug.  down  three  months,  have  been  up 
sometime,  am  unable  to  woik,  am  constipated.  Liver  and 
Spleen  bothers  me.  take  a  sick  spell  every  tew  days.  I 
have  good  reasons  to  [►elleve  It  Is  not  caused  all  together 
from    malaria.      Please   send    me    charges   tor    home    treat- 

Yours  truly. 


,i)Oglf  ■ 


In  rusponse  to  letters  like  ttieae  the  decoy  letter  was  sent, 
)t  whifli  we  Iierewitli  reproduce  an  exnct  copy: 

WIBCOXHIN  Medical  Ishtitite 

MiLKALKEE,  Viis..  Jan.  8,  1907. 
Ur.  Blank,  Bpring  Lake,  Wii. 

Dear  H*r.-  Tour  tavor  rpccltpfl,  and  we  haTe  carelullj 
ri-ad  hII  you  nay.  You  will  have  to  come  lo  our  otBcea  for 
a  carelul  personal  pianilnatlon.  We  will  eiaiQlne  you  care- 
fully, free,  aid  advise  yon  what  can  be  done  lor  you  Id 
order  (a  obtain  a  cure.  Try  to  come  at  oore  and  be  care- 
fully eiamlni-d  and.  If  you  arc  sadsBed.  you  can  take  the 
irealinent  aud  eo  back  liome  cured. 
Voura  Tcry  truly, 

Wisconsin  Medicil  InbtiTDte. 


Usually  in  response  to  sucli  suggestion  the  victim  vos 
Induced  to  call  at  their  institute  and  at  the  door  was  asked  to 
give  his  name  and  address,  which  was  then  apparently  sent  in 
to  the  doctor  who  was  always  busy;  but  the  reason  this  sug- 
gestion was  made  was  to  give  the  alleged  doctor  time  to  investi- 
gate the  standing  ana  financial  ability  of  the  person  whose 
noiue  had  just  been  sent  in.  Then  the  person  was  led  into 
the  office  of  the  alleged  doctor,  who  generally  was  Willis 
F.  Reinhardt  and  who  bad  absolutely  no  right  to  practice 
medicine  in  Wisconsin  and  whose  claim  of  having  graduated 
from  any  medical  college  whatever  is  most  seriously  disputed 
by  the  people  who  know  him  best.  The  person  thus  calling 
was  thoroughly  examined  by  Keinhardt  as  to  his  residence, 
businese  or  vocation,  income  and  financial  ability  to  pay,  and 
was  finally  asked  what  he  thought  was  the  matter  with  him. 
No  matter  what  ailment  the  victim  thought  he  hod  or  was 
suffering  from,  and  no  matter  whether  he  was  Buffering  from 
no  ailment  whatever,  the  disease  or  alleged  disease  was 
diagnosed  by  this  man  Reinhardt  as  due  to  some  private  or 
sexual  ailment. 

Then  one  of  the  doctors  employed  by  these  people  was 
called  in  and  told  that  this  man  was  suffering  from  varicocele, 
and  this  employe  of  theirs  then  made  another  diagnosis  of 
the  case  and,  of  course,  found  the  cause  to  be  the  same  as 
tliat  named  by  his  employer.  The  witness  was  then  scared 
into  the  belief  tliat  his  affliction  was  most  serious  and  that 
immediate  treatment  was  absolutely  necessary,  and  various 
other  means  and  devices  were  employed  to  place  the  alleged 
patient  in  such  a  frame  of  mind  that  he  was  willing  to  do 
almost  anything  for  the  sake  of  being  cured.  If  the  alleged 
patient  demanded  a  guarantee,  these  men  did  not  stop  at 
that,  hut  would  give  a  written  guarantee  to  cure  the  most 
incurable  disease  known  to  the  niedical  profession.  Then  the 
victim  was  told  that  the  treatment  would  be  all  the  way 
from   SSO   to  $500,   depending   on   what   the   Beinhardts   had 
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concluded   they   could   extort   from   tbe   Tictim   now   eDtirel; 

within  their  power.  It  the  alleged  patient  had  any  money  with 
him  it  was  taken  away  from  him  at  once.  If  he  did  not  have 
sufficient  funda  in  his  possession,  all  that  could  be  secured 
from  him  was  taken  and  he  was  induced  to  sign  a  judgment 
note  for  the  balance.  Then  began  the  "atringing"  of  this 
alleged  patient,  and  after  they  bad  sent  him  such  medicine  aa 
they  thought  sufficient  to  keep  him  on  their  list  of  patients, 
and  the  patient  became  dissatisfied  because  of  having  received 
no  beneiit  from  their  treatment,  he  was  induced  to  come  in 
i^ain  for  another  examination,  and  if  he  was  foolish  and 
,  credulous  enough  to  be  imposed  on  be  was  told  that  another 
disease  had  been  discovered  and  that  treatment  for  that  dis- 
ease waa  necessary  ahd  that  an  additional  sum  of  money 
would  have  to  be  paid  to  cure  their  ailment.  Jn  this  way  they 
secured  large  sums  of  money  from  a  great  number  of  persona 
and  induced  some  of  them  to  take  treatment  from  tbem  for 
one  alleged  disease  or  another  for  years,  and  when  finally  the 
victim  could  not  be  fleeced  any  more  be  was  told  that  be  was 
cured,  even  though  he  was  not,  and  if  he  came  again  the  door 
was  closed  on  him  and  he  was  told  to  remain  away.  If  the 
victim  insisted  on  a  settlement  and  a  return  of  the  money 
for  which  no  services  had  been  rendered  and  was  shrewd 
enough  to  get  an  attorney  to  enforce  his  claim,  in  some  few 
eases,  where  suits  were  threatened  and  exposure  in  open  court 
stared  them  in  the  face,  settlements  were  made  and  part  of 
the  money  extorted  was  returned, 

EXiCT  4  JUDOMBNT  NOTE 
The  Judgment  note  hereinbefore  referred  to  was  of  the  moat 
steel-bound  and  rock-ribbed  kind.     Its  wording  is  reproduced 
below.    Many  thousands  of  victims  signed  these  notes: 

I  hereby  agree  to  begin  a  course  of  treatment  tor  mjf  case 
and  promise  to  follow  dtrecttons  carefully  ana  continue  treat- 
ment raltbfully  (or  tbe  full  course  prescribed,  and  will  report  at 
tbe  office  as  often  as  (be  Doctor  ma;  deem  necesBftry. 

10—. 

For  value  received.  I  promise  to  pay  or 

order   Dollars    from  date,  to  be 

paid  as  follows ; 


In  case  this  n 

I   hereby  agree  to  pay   .._   „   -, „- 

cover  charge  of  eotlectluK  same.  To  secure  tbe  payment  ul 
said  amount  I  bereby  autborlze  Irrevocably  any  attorncj'  of  any 
court  of  record  to  appear  Cor  me  In  sucb  court.  In  term  time  or 

out  process  in  favor  of  tbe  boldera  of  tbls  note  for  such  amount 
as  may  appear  unpaid  tbereon,  togetber  wltb  costs  and  twenty- 
five  dollars  attorney's  fees,  and  to  waive  and  release  all  errors 
wblch  may  Intervene  In  such  proceedings,  and  consent  to  Imme- 
diate execution  on  sucb  judgment,  hereby  ratifying  and  conflrm- 
Ing  all  tbat  my  sold  attorney  may  do  by  virtue  tliereo*.  and  If 


,i)C)glc 


dftanlt  be  made  Id  aaj  ot  tbc  latrgalag  InBtnllmentH  It  ihaU  be 
lawful  for  tbe  holder  of  tblp  note  to  declare  tLo  n-boLe  bdid 
above  (perlfit'd  to  be  due  anil  payable. 

Slened 

Addrexs 

If  the  victim  was  not  aaiiitfied  with'  mere  verbal  promiaes 
of  cures  the  ReinhardU  did  not  h^itate  to  give  a  written 
guarantee.  Herewith  is  reproduced  auch  guarantee  actually 
writteo  bj  one  of  the  Reinhaidtfc. 

It  Is  herpby  agreed  bclwein  the  Wlaconslii  Medical  InBlltute 
nnd  John  Blank :  The  WiaconslD  Medical  Institute  guaranteea 
to  cure  permanently  for  life  Mr.  John  Blank  of  varicoeele,  sei- 

abuse  tor  JIBO.OO.  The  WlBConsIn  Medical  Inalitute  agreea  to 
furnish  all  medicines  until  a  complete  cure  la  effected,  and  Mr. 
John  Blank  agrees  to  use  eame  fnltbfully  accordloR  to  direc- 
tions. WlSCUNaiK'MEDICAL   IMHTITUTE. 

This  is  but  an  outline  of  the  methods  employed  generally 
by  these  people  who  reaped  large  returns  through  frauds, 
extortions  and  false  pretenses. 

CO^CBETE  EXAMPLES   OF   FRAUD   SUCCESSFUIXT  PRACTICED 

In  January,  190G,  a  coachman  called  at  their  oHices  and 
complained  ot  having  rheumatism.  Willis  F.  Keinhardt  etam- 
ined  liim  and  told  him  that  liia  ailment  was  hydrocele,  and, 
although  the  alleged  patient  told  him  that  be  never  had  tiiat 
disease  yet  he  was  induced  to  believe  that  he  had  and 
was  alao  induced  on  the  same  date  to  pay  Keinhardt 
$310.00  under  the  guarantee  of  a  cure.  He  was  induced 
to  continue  this  treatment  for  five  months,  calling  at  the 
office  of  the  institute  frequently,  but  received  no  benefit  what- 
ever. When  this  man  insisted  on  being  cured  or  that  his 
money  he  returned,  the  door  was  shut  in  his  face  and' he  was 
told  to  remain  away  from  the  oSicc.  He  still  hod  bis  rheu- 
matic pains.  This  man  went  to  an  attorney,  presented  his 
claim,  and  the  attorney  compelled  thest  Beinhardts  to  return 
5200.00  of  this  man's  money. 

Another  man  from  the  interior  of  the  state  was  induced 
by  the  advertisements  of  these  people  to  come  to  Milwaukee 
and  visit  their  offices  for  the  purpose  of  an  examination.  He 
had  been  suffering  from  heart  disease  and  be  was  told  by  the 
man  who  conducted  the  alleged  examination  that  his  heart 
trouble  was  due  to  aexuai  weakness,  and  that  his  disease 
would  be  cured  by  them  for  the  sum  of  $250.00.  But  he  was 
told  it  was  necessary  also  to  wear  an  electric  belt,  and  in 
addition  to  this  $250.00  he  was  induced  to  pay  $10.00  foi  this 
appliance;  after  taking  treatments  for  some  time  and  having 
received  no  benefit,  he  was  induced  again  to  call  at  their  office 
and  was  then  told  that  his  disease  was  due  to  organic  stric' 
ture,  although  he  had  never  been  subject  to  that  diaeaae,  and 
was  induced  to  pay  another  sum  of  $265.00  for  treatments  to 
cure  this  imaginary  disease;  still  receiving  no  benefit  from 
their  treatment,  he  was  again  induced  to  call  at  their  office 
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an<!  then  was  told  ic  was  necessary  for  him  to  take  treatment 
for  tbe  spine  and  also  to  purchase  a  brace,  for  ^hich  he  paid 
the  sum  of  $35.00,  and  finally  when  he  insisted  that  aomething 
be  done  to  relieve  him  from  this  ailment  he  was  told  that  it 
was  necessary  to  pay  tliem  $100.00  before  he  could  be  cured; 
h?  told  them  he  had  paid  them  sufficient  money  to  be  cured 
and  was  then  being  treated  for  all  diseases  that  human  flesh  is 
heir  to,  and  these  people  locked  the  door  on  this  man  and  told 
him  that  they  would  not  let  him  go  until  he  paid  the  sum; 
he  then  gave  them  all  the  money  he  b&d,  $80.00,  and  discon- 
tinued any  further  treatment.  He  had  given  them  the  sum 
of  $640.00  and  in  return  received  no  benefit. 

Another  man  from  the  interior  of  the  state  attracted  by  the 
flaming  advertisements  of  these  people  came  to  the  city  and 
called  at  their  office,  and  after  he  had  been  thoroughly  exam- 
ined as  to  his  financial  condition,  his  income  and  hia  buai- 
neaa  afTaira  he  was  told  that  bis  disease  was  varicocele  and 
that  he  was  in  a  very  serious  condition  and  immediate  treat- 
ment was  necessary.  This  man  was,  in  fact,  suffering  from  a 
slight  attack  of  paralyaia,  but  he  was  induced  tf>  believe  that 
said  paralyais  was  due  to  varicocele  and  was  also  induced  to 
pay  the  sum  of  $150.00  for  an  alleged  treatment  of  this 
alleged  disease.  After  he  had  received  treatments  for  some 
time  and  had  received  no  benefit  and  had  so  informed  these 
people,  he  was  induced  to  call  again  at  their  office  and  was 
then  informed  that  he  was  suffering  from  piles,  and  this  fact 
was  interfering  with  the  efFectivenesa  of  their  treatment.  He 
was  then  asked  to  pay  the  further  sum  of  $100.00  in  order 
to  be  cured  of  this  ailment.  This  man  refusing  to  pay  $100.00, 
they  accepted  $50.00  and  he  was  induced  to  receive  treatment 
for  the  piles.  Of  course,  he  received  no  more  benefit  from  the 
second  treatment  than  he  received  from  the  first,  and  after 
they  had  secured  $200.00  from  him  he  discontinued  any 
further  treatment.  In  fact,  this  man  had  never  been  suffering 
from  varicocele  and  was  not  afflicted  with  piles. 

Another  man,  living  in  Milwaukee,  63  years  old,  was  at- 
tracted by  the  advertisements  and' called  at  tbe  institution. 
He  had  some  slight  ailment,  he  thought,  by  reason  of  liis 
advanced  years  and  was  examined  by  Willis  F.  Reinhardt. 
He  viae  told  by  this  man  that  he  was  sulTcring  from  syphilis, 
in  face  of  the  fact  that  be  had  never  been  afflicted  with  that 
disease,  and  was  induced  to  contract  for  a  course  of  treatment, 
executing  a  judgment  note  for  $300.00.  Ho  took  treatment 
for  a  year,  paid  the  note  and  received  no  benefit.  Then  he 
was  again  examined  by  the  same  man  and  told  he  was  suffer- 
ing from  varicocele  and  induced  to  part  with  $80.00.  The 
second  treatment  conferred  no  benefit  and  thereon  he  was 
informed  that  he  had  kidney  troubles  and  induced  ix>  pay 
another  $40,00  for  this  treatment.  His  health  in  no  wise  being 
benefited,  he  was  then  told  he  had   piles  and  induced  to  be 
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treated  for  this  affliction  and  to  part  with  fl26.00.  These 
alleged  treatments  began  in  September,  1)1(13,  and  continued 
until  November,  lODC,  and  hia  health  in  no  wise  improved.  On 
this  lost  date  he  was  coaxed  into  being  circumcised  under 
the  pretense  that  such  operation  would  complete  a  cure.  For 
this  he  paid  $3'>.O0.  The  operation  was  bo  unskilfully  per- 
formed that  he  had  to  give  up  hia  work  and  audi  serious  com- 
plications arose  that  he  died  in  April,  1007. 


apiH'nri. 

Another  resident  of  Milwaukee,  a  machinist,  was  relieved  of 
8320.00  in  the  following  manner:  He  was  actually  afflicted 
with  a  private  disease  and  called  on  Willis  F,  Reinhardt,  who 
examined  him  and  fi.xed  the  terms  for  a  cure  at  $160.00,  which 
was  paid.  After  five  weeks'  treatment,  no  benefit  resulting, 
he  was  induced  to  purchase  a  mechanical  appliance  and  use  it, 
and  pay  $50.00  therefor.  This  made  a  bad  matter  worse. 
Then  he  was  advised  and  inducecl  to  violate  the  moral  law, 
became  very  sick,  was  treated  for  this  ailment  for  six  weeks 
and  paid  $70.00  for  the  same.  After  several  months  of  treat- 
ment he  was  in  a  very  bad  physical  condition  and  then  told 
to  tiike  Slime  pills,  very   expcn^iv■p,   imporlPil   from   Germany, 
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He  was  induced  to  purchOBe  them  for  $60.00,  but,  of  course, 
DO  benefit  resulted  from  taking  them.  He  stopped  taking 
treatment,  demanded  tlie  return  of  liis  money,  brought  suit 
and  the  matter  was  compromised  by  the  return  of  $200.00 


These  Eeinhardts  were  alao  doing  an  extensive  mail  order 
business.  Finally  complaint  wus  made  against  them  to  the 
U<  S.  postal  authorities  and  an  investigation  made  hy  a  gov- 
ernment postal  inspector.  He  sent  a  letter  of  inquiry  under 
an  assumed  name  from  an  interior  town  and  lie  received  the 
usual  decoy  letter  enclosing  a  symptom  blank  with  the  request 
that  this  blank  be  fllled  out  and  returned  to  the  insti- 
tution. The  inspector  took  this  blank  to  a  physician  and  the 
two  inserted  answers  indicating  a  condition  of  perfect  health 
on  the  part  of  the  supposed  patient.  Nevertheless  the  in 
specter  received  a  long  letter  informing  him  that  be  was 
BUlTering  from  sexual  weakness,  with  threatening  dire  com- 
plication, and  advising  immediate  treatment,  which  the  insti- 
tution was  willing  to  furnish  him  for  S30.0O.  Later  the  inspec- 
tor had  an  interview  with  Willis  F.  Reinhardt,  In  which  tht 
latt«r  was  asked  alxiut  these  letters  and  blanks  and  obscene 
books,  and  wliy  in  response  to  the  symptom  blank  indi- 
cating perfect  health  t)iey  had  urged  treatment  for  the  sup- 
posed patient,  and  Reinhardt  answered  that  any  one  wlio 
wrote  them  was  supposed  to  need  treatment,  no  matter  what 
the  answers  on  ihe  symptom  blank  were.  -  When  asked  why 
persons  writing  for  electric  belts  which  were  advertised  as 
being  distributed  free  were  sent  medicines  with  the  belts 
C.  O.  D.,  Eeinhardt  answered  that  otliers  were  doin^  the  same 
thing  and  they  had  not  stopped  to  consider  whether  it  was 
right  or  wrong.  He  also  admitted  that  they  had  published 
and  distributed  the  obscene  medical  adviser  and  sold  certain 
mechanical  appliances.  Of  course,  he  promised  they  would 
not  do  these  things  in  the  future.  The  interview  took  place 
in  April,  1908,  and'  the  tetters  were  written  in  the  fall  of 
1905. 

The  concrete  examples  here  given  are  very  brief  extracts  of 
the  testimony  given  by  a  few  of  the  witnesses  called  by  the 
state  in  the  criminal  action  against  F.  A.  H.  Reinhardt  on  the 
charge  of  conspiracy  to  defraud.  In  addition  to  these  herein 
referred  to,  two  physicians,  one  formerly  employed  by  them 
and  the  other  in  their  employment  at  the  time  of  the  trial, 
were  called  and  testified,  though  exceedingly  unwilling,  to  the 
colossal  frauds  committed  by  these  people,  the  fake  ai-ray 
treatments,  the  instructions  to  get  all  the  money  possible  out 
of  dupes  who  call,  and  gave  the  names  of  many  persons  who, 
from  their  own  knowledge,  werp  defrauded  out  of  krge  sums 
of  money  under  the  pretense  of  medical  treatment  for  ail- 
ments they  did  not  have. 
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This  colossal  fraud  was  exceedingly  piofltablc  for  the  Rein- 

The  money  gathered  in  from  the  dupes  wai  simply  enor- 
mous. The  year  1006  was  an  "exceedingly  lean"  year,  accord- 
ing fo  their  own  statement.  Yet  on  Jan.  4,  1007,  a  report  was 
prepared  showing  that  during  1900  the  institute  had  treated 
4S5  "patients"  who  were  still  on  the  books  as  customers,  from 
whom  had  been  collected,  in  hard  rash,  $28,243.90.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  money  already  paid  in,  these  dupes  had  delivered 
judgment  notes  for  amounts  still  due  aggregating  $6,113.50'. 
Hence  the  total  business  for  the  year  was  $34,367.40. 

The  profits  for  one  montli  were  as  follows: 

JudEiupnt  not?9   Bpoured   daring  Dec,   1903.   last 

month    (2.778.00 

Cash  deposits,  net,  stter  all  eipenaea,  eame  time.    1,140.50 

Total J3,018.BO 

THE  POLITICAL  ACTIVITT  OT  THE  BE1HHABDT3 

These  Eeinhardta  did  not  confine  their  activity  to  exploiting 
the  practice  of  medicine  in  Wisconsin,  but  in  order  to  protect 
their  fraudulent  institution,  took  a  very  active  interest  and 
part  in  the  jiolitical  afl'airs  of  the  ntate. 

In  the  session  of  10D5  of  the  Wisconsin  legislature  a  bill 
was  introduced  to  give  the  State  Board  of  Medical  Examiners 
the  power  to  revoke  licenses  of  doctors  for  unprofessional  con- 
duct, including  indecent  advertising.  Violent  opposition  devel- 
oped at  once,  led  by  a  so-called  Wisconsin  Newspaper  Asso- 
ciation. Attorneys,  hired  apparently  by  this  association, 
appeared  to  argue  ikgainst  the  bill.  But  the  sentiment  was  so 
strong  that  it  could  have  passed  as  drawn  if  it  had  been 
pressed.  As  first  drawn  the  power  of  revocation  was  in  the 
medical  board,  the  same  as  in  moat  other  states  having  medi- 
cat  laws,  with  the  eiception  of  Rhode  Island.  The  move  was 
then  made  to  give  the  power  of  revocation  to  the  courts 
instead  of  to  the  board,  and  this  won  out  and  the  law  was 
passed  as  amended,  thus  making  the  overtaking  of  the  quacks 
slow  and  somewhat  difficult.  It  now  appears  that  this  so. 
called  Wisconsin  Newspaper  Association  was  a  creation  of  the 
fertile  and  mischievous  brain  of  A.  J.  Wilson,  legislative  and 
advertising  agent  of  the  Wisconsin  Medical  Institute.  The 
medical  institute  financed  the  whole  affair  and  paid  the  attor- 
neys that  did  the  lobbying  against  the  medical  bill. 

Dr.  IP.  F.  Reiahardt,  Milwaukee. 

Dear  Will:  You  will  see  Irom  the  enclosed  Ihflt  the 
Heidelberg  Hedtcal  Inatltule  Is  going  to  take  care  of  the 
paper  printed  In  Speaker  Lenroot's  town  which  hacked  blm. 

Had  we  not  better  send  some  copy  to  the  two  Janea- 
vlUe  papers  and  to  Assemblyman  LeRoy's  paper  right  awaj 
before  the  meeting  of  the  State  Press  Assoclalion,  whlcb 
meets  on  Wednesday,  the  3lBt? 
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I(  ;ou  ttilnk  wril  ot  It,  1  would  llbe  to  have  yau  SEnd 
me  some  copy  to-morrow  without  Tnlt,  so  that  I  will  got  It 
Mondiiy  morning  ani  send  It  to  them  Monday,  so  they  will 
have  It  Tuesday  and  come  down  to  the  atnte  convention 
wltb  It  fresh  In  tbrir  minds  that  we  have  made  good  and 
are  giving  them  business, 

1  think  this  might  help  Bome  to  shape  up  the  action  o( 
that  body.  I  <^uld  make  smalt  contracts  that  would  not 
amount  to  much  In  tbe  way  ot  money. 

A.    J.    WiLSUN. 

The  Reinhardta  took  a  Jeep  interest  in  politics  in  Wiaconain. 
Thej  took  tin  active  part  in.  the  effort  to  defeat  District  Attor- 
ney McGovern  for  re-election.  An  idea  of  Low  far  their  ten- 
tacles reached  may  be  had  from  the  fact  that  we  have  seen  s. 
letter  written  by  him  to  Aylward,  while  the  democratic  can- 
didate for  governor,  in  which  they  say  that,  although  he  can 
not,  of  course,  be  elected,  hia  running  will  tend  to  make  him 
leader  of  the  democratic  minority  in  the  present  legislature 
where  he  can  do  good  work  in  blocking  medical  legislation. 
The  following  letters  are  sufficiently  tell-tale  to  need  no  com- 

CaiCAOO.  Sept.  6,  1808. 
WiiPOttUn  Uedieal  Inttiiute,  SlUicauiee,  Wit. 
Dear  Will:     I  have  yours  of  yesterday     1  am  delighted 


0  heat 

that  McGovern  « 

efeated 

for  dlstrlcl  attorney. 

have 

not  born  able  to  1 

thU  fro 

m  the  papers.     Now, 

hfa  sb< 

luld  lend  courase 

and 

■lint    a 

license,   and.    If 

can    get 

that,   at   once   toree 

brongh 

tself. 

While  McOovern  and  their 

rlenda 

are  discouraged  Is 

tbe  time  for 

us  to  push  the  thing 

long. 

A.  J,  Wilson. 

THARKino 

:  BBwePAPEES 

8  pt    fl   1906 

Dear  Sir  My  heart  congratulations  on  the  iflorlous 
victory  of  Tuesdav  {primary  election  Eludlv  express  mv 
feelings  to  Foley  as  well  It  was  n  glorious  victory  and 
certainly  the  Henttnet  dtd  It  full  ebare  Now  I  trust  wo 
shall  see  decencv  J  istlce  and  peace  obtain  In  Mllwa  koe 
and  throughout  tb   state  A   J   Wilsov 

Sept    6   1S06 
if   A    Hoyt    Editor  Milwaulte  Daily  \etts 

Dear  bir  Ac  ept  my  heartiest  congratulations  on  the 
results  of  the  primary  el  cllon  I  have  Just  read  your 
BtlnglDg  editorial  In  nedncsdavs  Veins  on  LaFnllettc  and 
)our  DO  less  vigorous  cd  torlal  on  McGovem  in  (he  same 
issue  Ood  rest  tbeir  pollll  al  souls,  and  may  tbej  con 
tinue  lo  bo  dead  for  a  long  long  lime  1  am  anxious  to 
hear  whether  Assembivman  Tit  Powell  Is  also  among  the 
slain  1  hope  to  day  s  Milwaukee  papers  will  show  tho  do 
tails  all  over  tbe  state  and  1  shall  keep  my  eye  on  ttiem 
and  especially  on  the  Vfirs  A    J   Witso-J 

Of  course  they  had  tl  e  greatest  interest  m  the  composition 
of  the  legislature  and  to  show  how  vigilant  they  were  as  far 
as  their  o  n  particular  interests  are  concerned  a  portion  of  a 
letter  by  V^iU  n  to  the  Reiihardfx  dated  Aig  "4  1006  is 
herewith  gnei 
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In  MlDUeBOts  the  Dlapatch  could  bcdiI  ■  elrca[ar  letter 
to  ever;  Pdltor  In  tbe  BiBte.  In  WiscODiiln  tlie  Ullwaukee 
papers  might  unite  tn  a  Jolnl  letter,  or  one  or  more  of 
them  mlghl  unite  together  or  act  through  their  Dally 
Newspaper  Association.  In  Illinois.  I  think.  It  might  be 
managed  out  o(  Chicago  tbraugh  the  Chicago  papers  and 
in  Iowa  ;aii  would  bare  to  baTe  It  dotie  ihroagh  one 
or  more  of  the  Des  Uolnes  papers. 

Each  o(  these  newspaper  centers  could  appeal  to  each 
editor  In  the  state  to  call  for  a  signed  pledge  If  possible 
and  in  anj  eveDt  a  Terhal  pledge  right  now,  or  at  anj 
race  during  September  to  the  followlug  effect : 

"If  elected  to  the  legislature,  1  pledge  myself  to 
oppose  and  work  agalast  and  vole  agolnst  any  laws 
Intended  to  obrldge  the  freedom  of  tbe  press  In  either 
editorial  or  advertising:  column. 

{"Signed)     Joan  Jonis, 

The  signing  of  tbis  pledge  all  over  the  slates  b;  candi- 
dates now  when  tbey  need  tbe  editors'  help  would  put 
tbe  editors  In  position  to  demand  and  command  Ibe 
servlcea  of  tbeae  leglslalora  In  opposing  any  ellort  to 
pass  tbe  Michigan  law  In  the  other  states. 

A  further  insight  into  thja  activity  as  to  the  legislature  in 
Wisconsin  is  obtained  from  the  following  quotation  taken  from 
B.  letter  by  Wilson  to  Dr.  Flint  and  dated  Oct,  2,  li>06: 


So  far  . 

as  tbe   legisl 

ntlTe   situation  i 

cerned,   re(e 

legislature 

(rlenda.    (1 

Ewspapen 

i,    had    preltj 

f   thoroughly    res 

irganl 

sed  the  sta 

be 

*6DaDera.    had    oreHv   thorouirblv    reL.„ . _, 

.      ,  1   tbe  primary  c..... 

TasB  so  that  they  are  no  longer  candidates  loc  the  legis- 
lature, nearly  all  of  our  known  en  era  lea  In  the  last  legis- 
lature, In  the  assembly  or  lower  house,  like  Dr.  DIosdalc, 
Dr.  I'owell.  and  one  or  tno  others ;  and  so  far  as  Speaker 
Lenroot  la  concerned,  nbo  Is  decidedly  unfriendly  to  us, 
be  bowled  himself  out  by  running  for  the  gubernatorial 
nomination  and  getting  letL 

It  Is  more  than  likely  that  tbe  speaker  of  the  next 
bouse  will  be  one  of  the  men  who  was  our  champion  on 
the  floor  of  tbe  assembly.  Your  experience  In  politics 
has  long  ago  informed  you  hon*  very  dllScuU  It  is  for 
proposed  legislation  to  get  by  a  speaker  unfriendly  (o  It. 
J  should  add  that  this  speaker,  whom  we  hope  to  secure, 
Is  known  to  be  In  sympathy  with  the  newspaper  side  of 
our  controversy.  I  met  him  again  and  again  when  at 
Madison  on  the  basis  of  friendly  confidence  and  good-wUI. 

So  much  for  the  gencLiil  political  situation. 

Deterjnined  efforts  were  also  made  by  them  not  only  to  inter- 
fere with  tlie  action  of  the  Wisconsin  Board  of  Medical 
Elxaminers,  but  also  to  dictate  its  composition.  This  was  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  board  bad  refused  to  license  a  Dr.  Flint 
Ifom  Chicago.  This  Dr.  Flint  is  a,  rupture  Bpecialist  and 
a  man  who  conducts  the  medical  Institute  of  the  Geinbardts  in 
(hicago.  Every  effort  was  made  to  secure  a  license  for  tliis 
mnn,  and  in  order  to  iiitlucuc'e  certain  members  of  thit 
board  an   attempt   was   made   to   enlist   the  help   of   a   judge 
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of  one  of  the  cLreuit  courts  of  Wisconain,  whose  brother 
is  a  member  of  the  board,  in  favor  of  Dr.  Flint.  Of  course, 
tliia  effort  utterly  foiled,  but  merely  shows  how  extenaively 
these  Reinhardts  interested  themselves  in  all  public  affairs 
which  could  in  any  way  affect  thefr  business. 

THE  PBOCEEDISOa   80  FAB 

When  the  fiwts  with  reference  to  this  alleged  medical  insti- 
tute, a  brief  outline  of  which  has  been  given,  were  discov- 
ered after  a  long  and  arduous  investigation,  they  were  laid 
before  the  attorney  general  of  the  state,  and,  after  a  careful 
investigation  of  the  law  on  the  subject,  this  officer  began  an 
action  in  the  circuit  court,  restraining  the  corporation  known 
as  The  Master  Specialist  and  the  officers,  stockholders  and 
managers  of  such  corporation  from  continuing  their  unlawful 
business.  This  action  was  brought  under  the  provisions  of 
Section  3236  of  the  atatutea,  which  provides  that  the  attorney 
general  may  bring  an  action  restraining  a  corporation  from  . 
assuming  or  exercising  any  franchise,  liberty  or  privilege  or 
transacting  any  business  not  authorized  by  its  charter,  and 
restraining  any  individual  from  exercising  any  franchise, 
liberty  or  privilege  not  granted  a  corporation  by  any  law  of 
the  Btat«.  A  temporary  restraining  order  was  secured  on  the 
complaint  forbidding  the  corporation  in  question  and  its  offi- 
cers and  agents  from  continuing  its  business  in  any  way.  This 
order  was  signed  by  the  court  Dec.  28,  11)06,  but  it  appears 
that  the  Keinhardts  had  been  kept  well  advised  of  every 
move  made  by  the  authorities  ta  restrain  and  prevent  their 
unlawful  business.  After  all  of  the  relativea  of  tiie  Rein- 
hardts, who  resided  in  Milwaukee,  had  been  induced  to  leave 
the  state,  and  all  of  the  persons  who  it  was  supposed  by 
them  might  furnish  evidence  against  them  had  likewise  been 
removed  from  the  state,  then  F.  A.  H.  Reinhardt  appeared  in 
Milwaukee  and  prootas  was  served  on  him  in  the  civil  action 
just  mentioned,  and  lie  was  also  arrested  for  a  conspiracy 
with  his  brothers  and  one  A.  J.  Wilson  to  defraud  the  public 
generally. 

It  is  needless  to  state  that  the  twin  brothera  ha<l  left  the 
state  immediately  on  learning  of  the  injunction  issued  by  the 
circuit  court,  and  have  remained  outside  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
our  courts  ever  since.  Shrewd  and  skilful  attorneys  were 
retained  to  defend  the  Reinhardt  who  had  submitted  to  the 
processes  of  our  court,  and  a  determined  fight  was  made-  In 
the  circuit  court  to  vacate  the  temporary  restraining  order, 
and  after  a  large  number  of  hearinga  and  conaiderable  argu- 
ment the  temporary  reatraining  order  ivas  modified  in  some 
particulars,  but  the  substance  thereof  was  continued  in  force. 
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NotwithatADiling  the  compreliPtiaiveneBs  and  positiveneBS  of 
the  original  temporarj  restraining  order,  F.  A.  H.  Reinhardt 
attempted  to  carrf  on  and  continue  the  business  of  4he  insti- 
tute in  a  roundabout  way.  For  tliia  conduct  he  was  brought 
before  the  court  for  contempt,  and  after  an  extensive  hearing 
and  the  taking  of  oral  testimony  the  court  found  him  guilty 
of  such  contempt  and  fined  him  $I50.CK)  and  costs.  After  an 
amended  complaint  had  been  prepared  and  served  on  him,  on 
which  another  temporary  restraining  order  was  issued,  and 
before  the  matter  thus  raised  could  be  heard  before  the  court, 
the  alleged  stockholders  of  the  corporation  known  as  The 
(faster  Specialist  apparently  passed  a  resolution  dissolving 
said  corporation  and  filed  such  dissolution  with  the  secretary 
of  state  and  recorded  it  with  the  register  of  deeds  for  Mil- 
waukee County.  The  corporation  known  as  the  Wisconsin 
Medical  Institute  had  gone  through  the  same  process  of 
apparent  dissolution  before  the  action  herpin  referred  to  could 
be  begun  by  tlie  service  of  the  papers  on  the  defendants.  It 
seems  that  there  was  a notlier  corporation  in  existence  known 
as  the  State  Medical  Institute,  but  this  corporation  had  never 
been  thoroughly  and  fully  organised,  and  a  resolution  of  dis- 
solution of  this  corporation  was  also  filed  and  recorded. 

By  these  moves  it  whs  expected  that  all  the  actions  against 
these  corporations  by  the  state  would  have  to  be  dropped,  and 
the  Reinhardts,  in  some  way,  might  again  take  up  their 
alleged  medical  business  and  continue  conducting  a  so-called 
medical  institute.  The  court,  after  examining  the  law  on  the 
subject,  decided  that  the  civil  actions  would  have  to  be  dis- 
missed, and  they  were  dismissed  with  coats  gainst  the 
defendants.  The  state,  liawever,  gained  this  advantage  in  these 
injunctional  proceedings,  namely,  that  it  made  it  impossible 
for  the  Reinhardts  to  conduct  an  alleged  medical  institute 
under  the  guise  of  a  corporation  with  its  officers  and  directors 
non-resident,  and  thus  leave  no  responsible  party  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  state  who  could  he  held  liable  for  any 
unlawful  acts  done  by  them  in  connection  with  their  institute. 
They  were  now  compelled  to  conduct  an  alleged  medical  insti- 
tute under  the  management  of  some  person  whose  name  was 
known  or  could  be  easily  learned  and  who  could,  in  case  of 
unlawful  acts  on  their  part,  be  brought  before  the  courts  and 
held  responsible  therefor. 

Criminal  proceedings  were  also  instituted  as  the  result  of 
this  investigation!  The  investigation  herein  referred  to  was 
instituted  by  tlie  Wisconsin  Board  of  Medical  Examiners  and 
conducted  by  its  attorney.  After  a  consultation  with,  the  dis- 
trict attorney  of  Milwaukee  County  a  complaint  for  con- 
spiracy to  defraud  was  issued  against  Willis  F.,  Wallace  A. 
and  V.  A.  H.  Reinhardt  and  A.  J.  Wilson.  It  appears  that  the 
olEcer  employed  by  the  Wisconsin  Board  of  Medical  Examin- 
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era  to  investigate  and  secure  evidence  against  the  Reinltardta 
waa  also  in  their  employ  and  consequently  they  were  kept 
thoroughly  posted  as  to  every  move  made  by  the  authorities 
against  them.  Consequently  when  the  summons  waa  issued 
in  the  civil  action  and  the  warrant  in  the  criminal  action  the 
Relnhardta  had  all  disappeared  and  gone  beyond  the  jurisdic- 
tion ol  the  State  of  WiBconsin,  Jan.  10,  1007,  F.  A.  H.  Rein- 
hardt  came  to  Milwaukee  ai|d  the  civil  process  was  then  served 
on  him  and  he  was  arrested  on  the  criminal  warrant.  After  a 
good  many  delays  the  case  against  him  was  finally  called  for 
trial  in  the  district  court  of  Milwaukee,  and  after  a  two 
weeks'   trial   and  twenty-four  witnesses  had   testified  he  was 


found  guilty  of  the  charge  brought  against  him  and  fined 
$600. 00  and  the  costs.  He  immediatply  appealed  from  this 
conviction  to  the  municipal  court  of  Milwaukee  County,  where 
the  case  is  now  pending. 

THE   UW'8    DELATE 

Determined  efforts  were  made  to  seciire  the  extradition  of 
the  two  twin  brothers,  Willis  F.  and  Wallace  A.  Beinhardt, 
who  were  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  to  bring  them  into  Wiscon- 
sin for  trial.    An  extradition  warrant  was  issued  by  the  gov- 
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emor  of  WiBConsin  to  the  governor  of  MinneeotK,  and  after  a 
long  content  before  the  latter  he  ordered  the  surrender  of  the 
two  Reinhardta.  These  two  then  inatituted  habeas  corpus 
proceedings  before  ft  court  in  St.  Paul,  and,  although  the 
office  of  the  attorney  general  of  Minnesota  did  all  that  could 
be  done  there  t-j  defeat  these  habeas  corpus  proceedings,  they 
were  nevertheless  discharged,  and  hence  could  not  bo  brought 
to  Wisconairi. 

At  the  time  these  proceedings  were  pending  in  St.  Paul  a 
request  was  made  to  have  the  attorney  for  the  hoard  come  to 
St.  Paul  and  assist  in  securing  the  return  of  these  two  Rein- 
hardta.  But  because  the  board  had  absolutely  no  funds  at 
Hi  disposal  to  pay  for  the  necessary  expenses  to  send  its 
attorney  to  St.  Paul  the  request  could  not  be  complied  with. 

After  the  circuit  court  had  dismissed  the  civil  proceedings 
the  Beinhardt's  immediately  opened  their  alleged  medical 
institute  again  at  the  old  place  under  the  name  of  *'The  Wis- 
consin Medical  Institute  (not  inc.)."  Tins,  of  course,  is  a 
gross  and  very  apparent  deception  and  circumvention  of  the 
law,  and  under  our  law  as  it  now  stands  the  state  is  help- 
less to  prevent  such  deception  and  circumvention.  F.  A.  H. 
Reinhardt  inserted  an  advertisement  signed  by  "The  Wiscon- 
sin Medical  Institute  (not  inc.)."  For  this  advertisement  he 
was  arrested  on  the  charge  of  holding  himself  out  as  a  physi- 
cian without  having  a  license  to  do  so.  On  this  charge  he  was 
tried  in  the  district  court  of  Milwauliee  and  convicted  and 
fined  $50.00  and  costs.  lie  had  likewise  appealed  from  this 
conviction  to  the  municipal  court. 

Since  the  date  of  this  last  conviction  advertisements  for  a 
time  appeared  in  several  of  the  daily  papers  of  Milwaukee 
under  the  name  of  the  Wisconsin  Medical  Institute  (not  inc.). 
In  these  advertisements  it  was  stated  that  the  institution  was 
under  the  management  of  Dr.  Emmons,  one  of  their  employ^, 
a  broken  down  physician,  much  inclined  to  into\ication  The 
advertisements  were  exeeedingij  mild  when  compared  with 
those  that  formerly  appeared,  but  apparently  remained  within 
the  letter  of  our  present  law  as  to  obscene  medical  advertis- 
ing. 

The  appeal  of  Frank  A.  H.  Reinhardt  from  the  cpnvictlon 
in  the  district  court  came  on  for  trial  in  the  municipal  court 
during  February,  1908,  before  a  jury.  After  a  long  and  bit- 
ter trial  lasting  ten  days,  the  jury  promptly  comicted  him 
and  he  was  again  fined  $500.00  and  tlie  costs  of  the  prosecu- 
tion. This  fine  and  costs  aniounte<l  to  $2,271.95.  From  this 
judgment  he  appealed  to  the  supreme  court  of  the.  state.  At 
about  this  time  a  second  criminal  action  for  gross  fraud  and 
common  law  cheat  was  instituted  against  these  Eeinhardts 
and  another  attempt  was  made  to  extradite  the  twin  broth- 
ers from  St.  Paul.     On  account  of  the  continued  absence  from 
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the  state  of  Governor  Johnson,  this' application  was  delayed 
several  months. 

The  criminal  proceedings  that  isBued  in  the  conviction  of 
Frank  A.  H.  Reinhardt  were  baaed  on  the  proviaions  of  Section 
4S68,  which  provides  a  punishment  for  a  common  law  con- 
Bpjrac}'.  This  punishment,  however,  is  merely  a  fine  of  $600.00 
or  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  for  one  year.  These 
people  do  not  care  for  fines  as  long  as  they  are  not  imprisoned 
and  their  business  is  not  exterminated. 

The  second  prosecution  on  which  it  was  attempted  to  extra- 
dite the  twin  brothers  from  St.  Paul  a  second  time  is 
based  on  the  provisions  of  Section  4430.  The  punishment 
provided  by  this  section  is  very  severe,  comparatively,  the 
maximum    being   a    four    years'    imprisonmeAt    in    the    state 

Before  the  civil  and  criminal  proceedings  were  instituted 
a  considerable  amount  of  documentary  and  other  evidence 
came  into  the  hands  of  the  attorneys  for  the  state  through 
the  police  department  and  an  old  employe  of  the  I^einliardts. 
In  order  to  destroy  the  effect  of  this  evidence,  or,  perchance, 
compel  its  return,  in  July,  1007,  an  action  was  brought  by 
Wallace  A  Reinhardt  as  plaintiff,  against  District  Attorney 
McOovem,  his  assistant,  Mr.  Backus,  one  Jacob  Schultz,  Drs. 
P.  H.  and  J.  J.  McGovern  and  the  attorney  for  the  board, 
for  the  conversion  of  this  evidence  claimed  by  them  as  prop- 
erty and  judgment  was  demanded  for  $6,879.15,  the  alleged 
value  of  this  property.  In  the  fall  of  190T  this  action  was 
dismissed  by  the  plaintiff,  and  immediately  thereafter  another 
action  for  tiie  same  cause  and  for  the  same  amount  was 
bronght  against  Mr.  Umbreit  alone  in  the  U.  S.  Court 
for  the  Eastern  District  of  Wisconsin.  Practically  all  of  this 
evidence  was  in  the  manual  possession  of  the  attorney  for 
the  board,  and  the  most  determined  eHorts  were  made  to 
force  a  succesefut  issue  for  the  plaintilT  in  this  case  and  thus 
intimidate  the  agents  for  the  state  and  possibly  prevent  any 
further  proceedings  against  the  Hcinhardts, 

In  addition  to  the  witnesses  called  at  the  first  trial  of 
Frank  A.  H.  Reinhardt,  a  number  of  new  witnesses  were 
found  who  testified  at  the  second  trial.  Since  said  second 
trial  a  number  of  other  witnesses  have  volunteered  to  tell 
their  tales  of  woe. 


These  people  have  unlimited  means  at  their  disposal.  Dur- 
ing the  years  when  they  were  running  at  full  speed,  and 
their  advertisements  were  accepted  and  published,  no  matter 
how  obscene,  and  theii  manner  of  business  had  not  been 
interfered  with  by  the  government  authorities,  these  Reinhardts 
received  at  least  $100,000  yearly  in  net  returns  fronj  their 
medical  institute  business.     It  was  for  this  reason  that  such 


382  QUACKERY 

a  determined  tight  waa  made  by  them  to  prevent  a  conviction 
for  any  serious  oiTense  and  ed  exterminiition  of  their  buBiness. 
An  attempt  has  been  herein  made  merely  to  give  the  brief- 
est abstract  of  the  frauds  committed  by  these  Keinbardt*, 
of  the  injury  done  U>  the  people  of  this  Btate  and  of  the 
methods  used  by  tliem  to  fleece  our  people  and  fill  their  coffers. 
The  question  presented  to  the  authorities  was  whether  such 
fla(p-ant  methodB  could  or  could  not  be  reached  by  our  lawa 
and  whetlier  these  people  could  openly  defy  not  only  the 
whole  of  the  honorable  profession  of  the  practice  of  medicine 
in  Wisconsin,  but  also  the  lawB  of  the  state  and  the  authori- 
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ties  who  are  charged  with  the  duty  of  enforcing  these  Uwa 
simply  because  they  have  unlimited  means,  white  the  means 
at  the  disposal  of  the  authorities  especially  charged  with  the 
execution  of  the  laws  arc  exhausted. 

The  final  settlement  of  the  case  was  consuihmated  on 
July  13,  1008,  when  Mr.  Killilea,  attorney  for  the  Reinhardts, 
signed  the  stipulation  and  agreement  formulated  by  the 
attorney  for  the  state  board  and  district  attorney  for  Milwau- 
kee County.    This  stipulation  provides; 
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1.  That  Frank  A.  11.  Reinliardt  pa;  the  judgment  entered 
in  the  municipal  court  of  Milwaukee  County  to  the  amount 

of  $500  and  costs,  and  that  the  writ  of  error  sued  out  by  him 
and  pending  In  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  state  of  Wisconsin 


2.  That  the  district  attorney  for  Milwaukee  Count;  dismiss 
the  criminal  action  pending  in  the  District  Court  of  the  county 
against  A.  J.  Wilson,  Willis  F.  and  Wallace  A.  Reinliardt. 

3.  That  the  request  for  the  eitradition  of  Wallace  A.  and 
Willis  F,  Reinhardt  be  recalled. 

4.  That  the  complaint  against  Frank  A.  H.  Reinhardt  on 
charge  of  unlawfully  practicing  medicine  be  dismissed. 

5.  That  the  civil  action  against  A,  €.  Umbreit,  attorney  for 
the  state  board,  be  dismissed. 

6.  That  Wallace  A.  Reinhardt,  Willis  F.  and  Frank  A.  H. 
Reinhardt  do  not  engage  in  the  state  of  Wisconsin  in  any 
medical  practice  or  medical  business  whatever,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, either  individually  or  jointly  under  the  names  or 
designation  of  any  medical  institute  or  corporation,  except  that 
Wallace  A.  is  not  prevented  from  practicing  individually  in 
Wisconsin  under  his  existing  license. 

The  termination  of  this  interesting  and  hard  fought  case  is 
satisfactory  ho  far  as  the  Wisconsin  State  Board  of  Medical 
Gxamiuers  is  concerned  in  that  this  board  has  done  its  duty 
in  protecting  the  people  of  Wisconsin  against  rank  imposition 
and  quackery.  There  is  nothing,  however,  to  prevent  this 
delectable  family  group  from  going  into  other  states  in  which 
the  laws,  perhaps,  are  less  rigid  or  the  board  is  less  ener- 
getic and  again  engaging  in  their  contemptible  worEc. 
The  testimony  in  the  case  shows  that  persona  attracted  by 
the  deceptive  and  misleading  advertisements  of  these  men,  who 
placed  tliemselves  in  their  hands  in  Ihe  hope  of  regaining  their 
health,  were  deceived,  lied  to  and  fleeced  of  all  the  money  which 
could  be  obtained  from  tliem  and  were  Anally  cast  aside  when 
wrung  dry.  Such  a  history  and  such  possibilities  of  deceptions 
are  a  disgrace  to  the  civilization  and  the  legal  system  of  any 
state.  The  green-goods  man  and  the  confidence  man,  if  detected 
in  a  single  fraudulent  transaction,  are  sent  to  the  peni- 
tentiary. The  thief  who  takes  m  few  dollars  worth  of  prop- 
erty is  sent  to  the  jail  or  tlie  workhouse,  but  the  fraud  and 
the  falter  who,  masquerading  under  the  name  of  "doctor,"  not 
only  ileeces  his  victim  of  his  money  but  often  robs  him  of 
health  in  return,  enjoys  his  filthy  gains  without  hindrance  and, 
.  if  prosecuted  by  the  proper  authorities,  is  regarded  by  the 
public  as  the  victim  of  persecution  and  in  the  end  is  able  to 
compromise  on  the  sole  condition  that  he  leave  the  state  and 
agree  not  to  defraud  the  people  of  that  state  any  longer.  An 
exactly  similar  arrangement  would  be  one  in  which  a  crowd  of 
safe-hlowera,  after  publicly  carrying  on  their  depredations  for 
years,  would  finally  agree  with  the  state  authorities,  if    all 
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prosecution  was  abandoned  and  if  they  were  allowed  to  enjoy 
unmolested  the  profits  of  their  thievings,  to  steal  no  more  from 
the  people  of  that  state. 

The  Wiaconsia  Board  of  Medical  Examiners  ia  to  be  com- 
mended for  the  persistency  with  which  it  has  followed  up  this 
case.  It  is  hoped  that  all  the  state  boards  will  take  ci^niuuice 
of  the  details  so  that  a  repetition  of  the  career  of  the  Rein- 
hardta  in  any  other  xtHtf  may  be  JDipossible.— fi''ront  The 
Journal  A.  U.  A.,  Oct.  S,  1908. 1 


ir,  Google 


OBESITY  CURES 


KELLOGG'S  OBESITY  CURES  AHD  OTHER  FRAUDS 
Frank  J.  Kellogg  of  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  finds  quackery 
profitable.  Starting,  it  is  said,  witli  practically  nothing, 
Kellogg  ie  now  rated  in  the  million- 
aire class  and  is  said  to  be  a 
direotor  of  one  of  the  Battle  Creek 
banks.  Kellogg  has  made  bis  thou- 
sands selling  anti-fat  and  anti-lean 
preparations.  He  lias  headquarters 
both  at  Battle  Creek  and  at  Detroit, 
Micb.  From  Battle  Creek,  lie  sells 
"Kellogg'a  Safe  Fat  Reducer,"  and 
"Sanitone  Wafers/'  from  Detroit, 
lie  conducts  the  Rengo  Company 
and  the  Protone  Company.  Rengo 
is  sold  as  an  obesity  cure;  Protone 
is  advertised  as  a  flesh  builder.  As 
a  sideline,  the  Protone  and  Rengo 
Companies  both  sell  "Multo  Fmto." 
a  constipation  cure.  All  of  tbe  Kel- 
logg products  are  dispensed  on  the 
medical  mail-order  plan  by  methods 
that  are  typical  of  that  class  of 
fakes.  Advertisements  in  newspa- 
pers and  magazines  bring  to  Kellogg 
the  necessary  mailing  list;  follow 
up  letters  and  advertising  circulars 
do  the  rest. 

Sanitoae  Wafers 

Sanitone  Wafers  are  advertised 
as  the  "greatest  Nerve  Vital  izPr 
known"  and  the  reader  is  advised 
that  a  "fiftj  cent  trial  package" 
H'ill  be  sent  free  tc  anyone  who 
applies  for  it.     Those  who  write  for 

the  free  sample  receive  a  small  bo\         Some    lyplcnl     KelloBg 
in   which  are  a   few   orange -colored     '^°^"   semcu  a. 
tablets,   and   by   the   same    mail,   a 
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larger  box  containing  a  "complete  thirty  days'  I 
which  $5  is  asked.  If  no  further  notice  is  taken  of  the  Kellogg 
concern,  the  unwilling  ri'cipient  of  the  $5  "treatment"  U  bom- 
barded with  a  series  of  follow  up  letters  each  succeeding  letter 
being  more  insistent  than  ita  predecessor  in  urging  that  the 
money  be  sent  for  the  treatment  LiLv  all  mail-order  medical 
fakers,  Kellogg  has  a  I'hding  scale  of  prices.  The  first  two 
letters  ask  $5  for  the  "treatment"  that  was  sent  unasked;  the 
third  and  fourth  letters  offer  to  accept  $3.50  while  the  fifth 
and  sixth  letters  inform  the  prospective  victim  that  a  mere 
$2.50  will  square  the  account  The  si\th  letter  ends  with  the 
statement  "This  is  final,"  and,  apparently  it  Is,  for  no  further 
reduction  in  the  price  of  the  treatment  is  made  find  neither  is 
the  postage  sent  for  the  return  of  the  $5  treatment.  As  it 
only  takes  four  cents  to  send  the  $5  treatment  by  mail,  and 
as,   apparently,   the    Kellogg   company   would   lose   money   by 
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sending  that  f<.ur  cent' 
Mas  sent  unasked  the  e 
■■i  less  than  four  cents 

Kellogg  3  Safe  Fat  Reducer 

Kelloggs  Safe  Tat  Reducer  U'ed  to  be  known  as  Kelloggs 
Obesity  Food  It  i*  not  a  focd  and  neier  wa-i  hence  when  the 
tood  and  Drug'  Act  ttent  into  effect  and  falsifying  became 
illegal  as  well  as  immoial  the  nime  wai  ohanRed  Ihe  prepa 
lation  has  been  anahzed  at  *ilrious  timei  and  its  ingredients 
us  re[orted  hv  Dr  Kehler  Chief  of  the  Division  of  Drugs  of 
the  Bureau  of  (.hemistn    at  Washington    ueie 

Thyroid  eland  Poke  i   ot  Toasted  broad 

Before  the  Food  and  Drugs  -ict  became  operntue  Kelloggs 
1  at  Beducer  n  is  sol  1  imder  the  claim  tl  at  these  tablets  are 
not  a  drug  but  t  food  an  I  further  that  the  preparation  turns 
fat  into  muscle  Both  statements  were  unequnocat  false- 
bcods 
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Proton* 


The  Protone  Compnnj  and  Ihe  Reiigo  Company  are  esaen- 
tially  identical  concerns.  They  are  both  practically  owneil 
by  Frank  J.  Kellogg  and  both  managed  by  Charles  H.  Sliaw. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  ad verti semen tg  to  give  any  liint  as  to 
llie  connection  between  the  two;  in  tact,  tbe  Protone  Company 
ailvertises  its  address  as  the  "Protone  Building,  Detroit." 
There  is  no  such  building.  Both  concerns  occupy  rooms  on  tlie 
tliird  floor  of  a  building  at  68  Lafnyette  Avenue.  Protone  is 
ndvertised  as  the  "best  flesh  restorer  in  the  world"  and  is 
said  to  be  "a  new  triumph  in  medical  seience."  Like  tbe  Sam- 
tone  Wafers,  a  "free  fifty  cent  package"  will  be  sent  to  all 
applicants.  With  the  "free"  treatment  comes  the  Grst  of  the 
follow-up  letters,  which  explains  that  the  sample  box  could  not 
be  expected  to  have  any  special  effect  as  it  invariably  takes 
six  weeks'  treatment  to  produce  tlic  ncccssiiry  amount  of  llcsb. 
The  "six  weeks'  treatment" — six  boxes — will  be  sent  for  }3. 
Tbe  second  follow-up  letter  is  a  reiteration  of  the  first  and  still 
holds  to  the  price  of  $6  for  six  boxes;  the  third  letter  cuts  the 
price  nearly  in  half,  six  boxes  for  $3;  the  fourth  letter  urges 
you  to  send  in  ?1.06  for  the  three  boxes;  the  fifth— and  last— 
letter  contains  an  offer  to  send  twelve  boxes  for  $2.60. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say 
that  the  business  of  the  Pro- 
tone  Company  is  a  fraudulent 
one  and  the  product  it«elf  is  a 
humbug. 

Rengo 

Rengo  used  to  he  known  an 
"Rengo  Fruit"  and  tbe  claim 
WHS  made  that  it-<  active  con- 
stituents were  derived  from  a 
luscious  tropical  fruit  whicli 
grows  in  clustern  similar  to 
grapes.  These  statements  are 
no  longer  made  spec  ifi  call  y 
although  the  deceit  is  still  car- 
ried out  inferentially.  The 
same  "free  trial  treatment" 
method  is  used  with  Eengo  an 
with  the  other  Kellogg  prod- 
ucts;   in    fact,    the   method    of 

exploiting  Rengo   Is   practically  (Ji-cally  rpciurcd  reproduction 

identical     with     that     used     in      "'  "'"■  "'  "'^  '";°*=V'""!'.',''"' 
selhng  Protone.      The  prospect-       „„  intnulate  aud  ForHun  Com- 
ity   purchaser    is    urged    to    pet       inerre.) 
six    weeks'    treatment    for    ¥-5. 

As  time  goes  hy  the  price  is  reillieed  from  siy  pai-kagc!'  for  $'i 
to  six  packages  for  $3  and   finally  an  ofl'er  is  made  to  send 


tliree    package'    for   $1.06.      Rengo    lian    been    analysed    and, 
According   to   Dr.   Kobter'a   analysis,   coritaina: 
Thj'rold  gland.  rascara. 

Puke  i(w(  CaaalB  fistula. 

That  Hie  prolonge  I  administration  of  thyroid  gland  will 
Kom^timis  bring  aliout  a  marked  .reduction  in  weight  it  true 
but  Uh  use  e\en  under  skilled  medical  gupervisioii  is  franght 
\uth  danger  It  la  little  less  than  criminal  that  ignorant 
quacks  of  Kellogg  s  type  should  be  permitted  to  distribute 
indncrimmately  drugs  that  have  the  potency  for  harm  that  is 
poaBcased  bj   the  thyroid   preparations. 


HABMOLA 

Mannola  belongs  lo  a  trlnss  of  nostrums  that  has  become 
vrv  common  since  the  passage  of  tlit  national  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  and  nhich  descriptively  may  be  called  "prescription  fake.s" 
{see  mdei)  Bi  this  W  mean  that  the  "patent  medi- 
icine"  is  advertised,  not  as  such,  but  as 
an  apparently  innocent  ingredient  in  a 
"prescription"  whicli  the  reader  is  urged 
to  have  "filled"  at  the  nearest  drug 
store.  Many  •■!  these  advertisements 
are  publislied  in  the  form  of  reading 
matter,  giving  no  indication  of  their 
real  character.  For  example:  we  read 
in  the  Xeic  York  World  a  short  article 
by  "Footlights,"  a  supposititious  theat- 
rical press  agent,  who  describes  how  a 
cei'Iain  theatrical  manager  was  able  to 
reduce  his  "over- weight  chorus."  He 
did  not  "starve  tlicm  into  line,  nor 
worry  them  verbally  into  shadows. 
.  .  .  He  simply  hung  up  a  new  rule 
in  the  dressing-rooms,  to  the  effect  that 
every  lady  less  than  five  feet  seven  who 
weighed  in  excess  of  ISC  pounds  must 
tiike  A  spoonful  after  each  meal  and  at 
bedtime,  of  the  following:  One-half 
ounce  Marmola,  one-half  ounce  fluidex- 
tract  C'ascara  Aromatic,  and  three  and 
oiit'-liaH  ounce*  of  Peppermint  Water." 
rhotocrnplilc  ic-  The  Marmola  t'onipany,  Detroit',  Mich., 

li'ul  Alarmola  llhia^  '*  ^"''^  ^'^  ^  conducted  by  E.  D.  Ilayes, 
Irntto'n.  MarniolH  W.  11.  Itourke  and  II.  F,  Coon  who  also 
ii,v'''tLi^'^-*pr<'Kcri'i)flon  "''*  '''*  officers  and  directors  of  the 
fhkr>- ractiicH!.  iloro  Interstate  Renipdv  Compaily  of  the  same 
miwrllwd*  rao^ro'"'d°  '''*>'■  ^''*  '''"^''  <^<"'™'""  advertises, 
rectly.  '       under   the   name  "Dr.   A.   E.   Robinson," 

iL    "!f3.50    Recipe    l.'urcs    Weak    Men— 
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FreP  \  few  \par>i  ajjo  this  weak  men  cure  business  was 
conducted  as  the  Dr  Knapp  Medicil  Cn  and  the  Dr  Ray 
nor  Medical  Co  — tuo  names  for  the  same  concern  This 
douhle  named  institution  pubUshed  idvertisements  that  were 
9o  filthy  as  to  violate  the  Federal  law  against  obscenitv  It 
was  put  out  of  business  by  the  Goiernmenf  for  being  a  frftud 
The  composition  of  Marmola  waa  Jiacuaaed  in  an  article  on 

Commercial  Thiroid  Preparations  h>  Dr  Hunt  and  leidell 
in  Tub  Joirnal  Oct  24  1008  It  waa  there  shown  that  the 
nostrum  depended  tor  its  action  on  thyroid  extract  Since 
that  time  the  Brttxsh  Medical  Jcnirnal  has  nUo  analyzed  the 
product  The  results  of  this  examination  showed  the  pres 
ence  of  (1)  a  large  proportion  of  a  powdered  seameed  agreeing 
well  in  characters  with  the  powder  of  F icus  lestculoaua  its 
identity  being  further  indicated  br  the  composition  of  the  ash 

(2)  a  substance  of  protcid  nature  agreeing  well  in  characters 
with  the  powder  of  dried  thyroid  gland  its  identity  being 
further  indicated  by  the  presence  of  lodin  in  organic  combina 
tion  (3)  phenolpbthalein  (4)  sodium  chlorid  (common 
salt)  and  (5)  extraetiie  These  ingredients  so  tar  as  could 
1l  ileterminei!  were  present  approximate)}  in  tie  toUowing 
quantities  to  each   dose 

.      Y 

Dried    thTTola    glnnd  1  4  gr, 

rbenolphlhalEla  0  4  gr. 

Sodium  ehlorid  0  7  gr. 

rowdtrcd   Futus    lealciiaaas  (bladil  rwrack)               ''0  gr.  . 

1  xtractlv  ^  5  gi'. 

Oil   of  pcpp  rmlnt  trace 


Tlie  danger  of  the  indiscriminate  use  by  the  laity  of  such 
pot«nt  drugs  as  th^roii  extract  is  en  lent  and  \et  we  read: 
'  A  safer  wai  of  reducing  fat  cannot  be  imagined  than  by  the 
use  of  this  pure  Marmola  prescription  (From  The  Journal 
A    M    i     Oct    16    1901    Ktlh  modtpcattons  ) 

ISince  this  aiticle  appeared  the  composition  of  Marmola 
leems  to  have  ehanged^though  of  course  fie  public  has  not 
Leen  apprised  of  the  fact  ^  ^n  anahsis  made  of  the  nostrum 
in  the  latter  part  of  IflU  in  healed  that  thyroid  extract  waa 
LO  longer  an  ingredient  of  Marmola  1  ut  that  the  wafers  con- 
si't  principally  of  phenolfhthalein  and  cascara  In  other 
words  it  IS  nothing  mire  than  a  siirple  lavatiie  preparation. 
To  sell  this  under  the  claim  that  i(  will  tane  off  a  pound  a 
ilnr  in  some  cases     is  a  sheer  fraud  1   \ 


HAfiJORIE     HAMILTOirS     OBESITY    CDRE 

Women's  fashioDB  in  the  paet  few  yetoi  have  hod  the  effect 
of  giving  a  wonderful  Btimulus  to  one  branch  of  quackery — 
the  "obesity  cure"  takers.  The  desire  to  be  slender — and 
Blender  to  a  degree  often  far  .beyond  that  compatible  witli 
good  health — has  caused  thonsanda  of  women  to  throw  away 
money  on  so-called  reduction  treatments  that  are  either  dan- 
gerous or  worthies B— sometimes  both.  Thyroid  extract  was 
the  basis  of  many  of  tlie  fat  reducers  first  put  on  the  market 
nnd  is  still  used  in  Bome  of  them.  The  public  has  been  fairly 
well  educated  to  regard  this  powerful  drug  with  suspicion  and 


MarJoMe   Ha  ml  [too 


it  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  sell  remedies  of  thia 
type,  Quacliery,  being  nothing  if  not  versatile,  has  taken 
advantage  of  the  trend  of  public  opinion  to  advertise  "treat- 
ments" for  obesity  that  are  "drugless." 


Marjorie  Hamilton  of  Denver,  Colo.,  calls  herself,  a  "speeial- 
ist  on  the  art  of  reducing  superfluous  flesh  and  double  chin." 
She  claims  to  be  the  "Originator  of  the  Famous  Quadruple 
Combination   System   of   Fat   Reduction"   which  is   "perfectly 
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simple"  and  "simply  perfect."  Marjorie  Hamilton  offerg  to 
make  four  "fat  vanish  one  pound  a  day"  and  she  urges  you 
to  "write  her  at  once  and  learn  the  anguish  she  felt  when 
iier  girlish  beauty  started  to  develop  to  abnormal  proportions." 
Needless  to  say,  Marjorie  Hamilton,  before  discovering  her 
marvelous  "Quadruple  Combination  System,"  had  tried  every^ 
thing  in  the  obesity-cure  line.  They  were  all  worthless,  she 
says,  including  the  treatments  suggested  by  reputable  physi- 
cians. This  did  not  surprise  her,  however,  for  she  has  dis- 
covered that  "most  physicians  are  more  or  less  [wliichT]  sub- 
ject to  obesity  than  any  other  class." 


Greatly   reduced  facalmllp  or  one  of  the  Delia   Criwd   adie 
msnt?     Tlic  I>(  lln  Carson  Company  was  organlied   bv  1\     «. 
iDgliBni    after  hp   had    disposed   oF   the    PvelyD    (  unlngham   col 
and  bi  lore  he  had  start«l  the  Marjorie  Hamilton  Cumpany 
lestlmoolal  publkhPd  bv  the  Delia  (arson  t  ompanv    and  alleg 


Ikfarjone  tells  us,  that  confronted  by  the  hopelessness  of 
all  preiioua  methodi  of  fat  reduction  she  studied  'into  the 
long  weary  hours  of  night  and  tried  eTpenmcnt  after  experi- 
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ment."  Furtlier,  sh«  aaja:  "I  began  the  study  ot  every  Kien- 
tific  volume  1  could  lay  my  hands  on  regarding  tbe  cause  of 
superfluous  fleah."  "At  last  with  patient  effort,"  she  found 
what  ehe  sought,  a  "cure"  for  fatness,  and  she  is  willing  to 
sliare  her  secret  with  others  that  are  alSicted — price  $15.00. 

As  a  result  of  her  scientific  study,  Marjorie  Hamilton  dis- 
covered the  following  basic  fact:' 

"Fat,  therefore,  U  aimplj  thickened  nutrition." 

But  the  "Quadruple  Combination  System  of  Fat  Reduction" 
has  its  limits;  even  Us  originator  admits  this:  "Do  not  send 
tor  my  treatment,  if  you  wish  to  reduce  more  than  seventy 
pounds."  It  is  true  that  elsewhere  in  her  advertising,  Mar- 
jorie Hamilton  offers  to  reduce  your  weight  150  pounds;  but 
eonsistency  is  not  to  be  expected  in  a  mail-order  faker. 

Ab  ia  usual  in  such  cases,  sales  are  stimulated  by  scare 
methods.  That  is  to  say,  the  tears  of  the  obese  are  played 
on.     The  following  silly  falsehood,  as  an  example: 

"Any  moment,  withoul  wiirnlnit.  the  tlebt  bands  of  fat  aroond  a 
tat  person's  tieart  are  Uablo  to  clutcb  tbe  heart,  stop  It  from  t>eat- 
Ing,  and  thus  inalantlj  end  lite.  Fat  people  are  contlnuaHy  drop- 
ping dead  from  beart  atrakes  caused  b;  faCtr  degeneration  ot  tbe 


And  here  it  is  worth  wliile,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the 
ramifications  of  quacliery,  briefly  to  refer  to  tbe  individuals 
that  are  conducting  this  fake.  Marjorie  Hamilton's  name  is 
Mrs,  Walter  C.  Cuningham.  In  1909,  Cuningham  with  his  . 
previous  wife,  Evelyn,  was  conducting  a  mail-order  bust- 
developer  and  wrinkle-eradicator  concern  in  Chicago  under 
the  name  of  Evelyn  Cuningham.  At  that  time  Marjorie  Ham- 
ilton was  tlie  wife  of  the  employee  of  a  board -of -trade  broker. 
In  the  latter  part  of  1910,  W.  C.  Cuningham  sold  bis  interest 
in  the  Evelyn  Cuningham  Company  and  incorporated  another 
bust -developing,  wrinkle -eradicating  and  fat- reducing  mail- 
order concern,  the  Delia  Carson  Company,  also  of  Chicago. 
Later,  he  disposed  of  this  company  also  and,  having  obtained 
a  divorce  from  Evelyn,  married  Marjorie  Hamilton,  who  had 
in  the  meantime  got  a  divorce  from  her  husband-  The  two 
went  to  Denver  where  they  organized  Marjorie  Hamilton,  Inc. 
While  Marjorie  advertises  that  she  is  "at  the  head  of  this 
great  business"  and  further  brags  that  "no  man  bosses  me," 
it  is,  of  course,  Cuningham  who  dominates  the  disreputable 
enterprise.     So  much  for  the  personal  elements  of  the  story. 


In  going  over  the  advertising  matter  of  the  three  companies 
— Evelyn  Cuningham  Co.,  Delia  Carson  Co,  and  Marjorie 
Hamilton  Co. — one  finds  some  internal  evidence  ot  tlie  connec- 
tion between  the  three.     For  instance,  this  from  one  of  Evc- 

L,.. CdOi^Ic 


OBEHITY     CURES 

\ya  Cuningliai 
sand)   to  a  w< 

"1  do  wish  that  I  was  master  eaaueb  with  tlie  p«d  to  bare  m; 
very  eoQl  to  you  ao  thnt  rou  c.oala  see  In  all  Its  nude  horror  the 


"I  do  ao  wish  that  I  was  master  -enough  with  the  pen  to  bare  my 
repy  soul  to  you  so  that  jou  might  see  in  all  Its  nude  borroc  the 
ingulBh  I  felt  wheD  1  was  ouce  (at  and  u 


And  again!  Delia  Carson — who  sold  mail-order  treatments 
for  developing  the  bust — had,  bo  alie  tells  us,  "a  girlhood 
friend"  who  married.  After  a  while  the  girl  began  to  lose 
the  freehneas  of  her  beauty.    But  let  lier  tell  it; 

"The  petals  were  falling  from  the  flower  of  girlhood— and  the 
eyeulng  of  ttcauty  had  arrlred.  Little  by  little  the  huBband  paid 
leSB  attention  to  tila  helpmeet  ...  he  was  spendlag  his  erenlngs 
and  his  money  on  ftctrcssea  [Pcesumably  plump  ones! — Ed,];  he 
wns  haunting  stage  doors  and  the  gally-llglitcd  cat*B.  He  was 
drinking  with  women  of  the  half-world — was  tlirowing  himself  away 
In  the  revelry  of  dissipation," 

This,  if  we  are  to  believe  Delia,  was  the  horrible  poaition 
in  which  her  "girlhood  friend"  found  herself.  The  preauinp- 
tion  is,  of  course,  that  had  she  sent  for  Delia's  bust  develop- 
ing "treatment"  home  would  have  been  happy  onee  more. 

Now,  mark  the  coincidence!  Marjorie  Hamilton  also  had  "a 
beautiful  girl  friend" — so  she  says.  She,  too,  married  but, 
-  unlike  Delia's  friend,  instead  of  losing  in  weight,  she  gained. 
"After  two  years  of  married  life,  she  grew  stout."  The  hus- 
band of  Marjorie's  friend,  while  evidently  having  a  different 
standard  of  beauty  from  that  held  by  the  husband  of  Delia's 
friend,  was-  affected  ir  a  similar  way.  Thus,  according  to  the 
booklet  isHued  by  Marjorie  Hamilton: 

"The  petals  began  falling  from  this  Qower  of  girlhood  and  tbC 
evening  of  beauty  bad  BTrived.  Little  by  little  the  husband  paid 
less  and  Ices  attention  to  ber  ...  Ho  was  spending  bis  evenings 
and  money  on  actresses  IPcesumably  thin  ones  I — ED.].  He  was 
haunting  stag^  doors  and  gayly-llghted  eaf^s,  drinking  with  women 
of  the  half-world  ;  was  throwing  himself  away  In  the  revelry  of 
dissipation."  ■ 

Here,  of  course,  the  presumption  ia,  that,  all  that  was 
needed  to  win  back  the  erring  Imsband  was  for  the  neglected 
wife  to  send  in  $15  for  Marjorie  Hamilton's  "Famous  Quad- 
ruple Combination  System  of  Fat  Reduction." 

Tiie  fitting  climax  to  these  two  sad  stories  is  thus  por- 
trayed— the  wording  is  practically  identical — both  by  Delia 
Carson  of  Chicago  in  her  booklet  that  was  issued  before  Cun- 
ingham  left  Chicago  and  by  Marjorie  Hamilton  of  Denver  in 
her  latest  pamphlet  dealing  with  the  suffering  obese.  The 
family  likeneis  is  strong: 


.DOSic 


THE    FA.THXnC   CUMAXBS 


"It  bis  b«en  mm's  domiln  )o 
■bide  by  tbe  Isw  ol  aelectloD — 
and  he  worabtps  what  be  can 
Kfn  aod  what  pleases  him  most. 
In  the  reaches  of  tlmt  Saricaaso 
Bea  or  Wasted  Utt — the  tene 
ment  aectloDB  of  a  cit; — we  Bad 
DO  girlish  beaatr.  The  hovels 
•re  filled  with  the  starrlDg 
women  who  didn't  care  or 
coaldn't  understand  —  who  he- 
lleved  that  men  lore  toe  tbe 
Bake  of  the  woman  herself — 
and  that  the  outward  appear- 
BDcea  mean  but  little.  And  OTer 
there  In  that  grim  building  we 
call  the  morgue  —  solemn  and 
sbrunken  aod  still  on  the  marble 
slabs — are  the  bodies  of  women 
who  didn't  believe  —  but  who 
found  thst  It  Is  but  a  short  step 
from  twiilght  to  night — and  that 
the  rose  that  bloomed  in  the 
Garden  of  Yesterdaf  met  onl; 
yeaterday's  needs." 


day's  nf 

now    M411J0B1E   HAHILTON    LOST   HEB  FAT 

At  the  time  that  Delia  Carson  was  Belling  buat-developera, 

trrinkle-eradicators  and  what  not,  ehe  also  had,  bb  a  side- 
line, a  "fat-reducing  treatment" — thus  being  able  to  play  both 
ends  against  the  middle.  At  that  time,  it  seeme,  Marjorie 
Hamilton  was  afflicted  with  obeaity  so,  it  ia  alleged,  she  took 
the  Delia  Carson  treatment;  what  more  natural!  And  here 
is  the  testimonial  that  Delia  Carson  publishes  as  having  come 
from  Marjorie  Hamilton  in  consideration  of  the  marvelous 
results  she  was  able  to  obtain : 


In  the  reaches  of  that  Saragossa 
(ifo)    Sea   of   Wasted    Ute— the 

find  no  girlish  beaut}-,  Tbe 
hovela  are  fllled  with  the  starT- 
Ing  women  who  didn't  care  or 
couldn't  understand  what  <t 
meant  to  them  to  grow  fat  and 

ours. — Ed.] — who  believed  that 
men  loved  them  for  the  sake  of 
the  woman  herself  and  that  the 
outward  appearances  mean  but 
little.  And  over  there,  la  that 
grim  building  we  call  the 
morgue,  solemn  and  ahmnken 
and  Etin  on  the  marble  slabs, 
are    tile    bodies    of    women    who 


"Hy  Dear  Mi»s  Cargon: — I  now  write  to  congratulate  you 
on  the  wondrous  merit  of  jour  beauty  treatments.  They  are 
indeed  remarkably  quick  In  action,  I  have  never  before 
known  of  an  external  fat  reducing  treatment  to  work  so  rap- 
Idly.  It  beats  all  the  poison  pills  so  many  fat  people  use.  With 
yoar  tat  treatment  It  is  simply  necessary  to  spODge  the  fat 
parts  ol  the  body  with  your  detlghlful  preparation.  It  seems 
to  fairly  eat  op  tbe  superfluous  flesh.  I  shall  gladly  recom- 
mend your  splendid  treatments  to  my  friends.  You  may  nee 
this  letter  irlth  my  picture  If  you  wish. 

Sincerely  yi 


Marj 


E   HaK 


A.NSWEHINO    THE    aUVERTIHEUENIS 

Tlie  full  inwardness  of  this  testimonial  will  be  appreciated 
better  after  the  Marjorie  Hamilton  treatment  for  obesity  has 
been  described.    But  to  return  to  the  subject;     Being  desirous 
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of  reducing  your  weight,  you  write  to  "Marjorie  Hamilton, 
Inc.,"  for  particulars  regarding  Iter  "Quadruple  Combination 
System."  Tlie  first  of  the  inevitable  form-Iettera  comes,  in 
which  the  marvels  of  the  "system"  are  dwelt  on  in  detail.  At 
the  end  of  the  letter  is  the  postscript,  so  dear  to  the  hearts 
of  the  mail-order  faker,  in  whi<;b  a  "special  oSer"  is  made: 


L»»*M  Artlwritr  »f  a«  WorU 

,  '  fa  EikH  «f  a.  ffifbtrt  CimntUr  a  Hb  Pffwww        < 

Fo—fcr  lad  EJitw  of  DtBTw  M«Jit»l  Tmtt 


Ontni.  ttnmn  iHt  (ummc. 


Of  coarse  Marjorie  Hamilton  hi 
she  seads  out  to  prosiiective  vIctLi 
said   by   Marjorie   HamUloa   to  b 

world,"  the  editor  of  the  Denver  iledicnl  Tintei!  Tile  Denver  MM- 
leal  Timet  derives  no  small  part  or  lis  receipts  Irom  the  advertlse- 
ments  of  proprietary  bumbugs. 

"As  you  are  one  of  the  first  in  your  vicinity"  Marjorie  Ham- 
ilton will  reduce  her  regular  price  of  $15  to  $10.  As  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  it  seems  to  make  no  difference  how  many  persons 
have  written  from  one  locality,  each  individual  is  "one  of  the 
first  in  your  vicinity"  and  gets  the  benefit  of  the  "special 
offer." 


,   ^.Ot.)!^!!.' 


QUACK BUY 


If-LTTTEB  SERIES 


AciMmpaDying  the  firat  letter,  whi.-li  ia  in  imitation  type- 
writing, is  a  "reduced  offer  coupon,"  also  in  facsimile  of  type- 
writing, which  i»  supposed  to  b«  sent  in  with  tlie  810,  if  jou 
are  fooliah  enough  to  part  with  that  amount  of  money.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  you  can  count  on  your  $10  being  takeu 
whether   you   send   the  coupon   or   not.      Should   you  wait   a 


According  to  I^IarJorle  Hamilton's  advert iHcment a  she  dlscoTercd  hir  obesit)' 
curt  a(ttr  long  study  and  much  i  search  According  to  the  teatlmonlai  here  repro- 
duced (on  the  1  ft)  Marjoile  Hamilton  had  succissfullj  mspA  Delia  Carson  s  Obcsily 
Cure  tome  tlmi  before  the  Matjorle  Hamilton  concirn  aaa  In  existence  The  picture 
on  the  rlghl  la  a  photi^raphk  reproduction  iridiio'di  of  Ih  cover  ot  B  booklet  sent 
out  bj  ihi  llaijorlc  llamllton  lonccrn     lompare  Ihe  (ao  plcturea 

niontli  form  letter  number  t"0  nrrnes  in  which  you  are 
olfered  the  "treatment"  for  $5  Should  you  still  remain 
obdurate  form  letter  number  three  conies  in  nhich  you  are 
_i\en  the  opportuniti  of  getting  the  sjstem"  tor  $3  cash, 
and   till   names  ol   one  or  more  fat   people  in  any  locality " 


,Cv)i,)'^lc 
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You  are  still  not  convinced  and  wait  twenty  days  more,  at 
which  time  you  receive  a  letter  offering  to  "send  you  my 
large  complete  combination  $15  treatment"  for  $5.  This  rise 
in  price  is  only  temporary,  however,  and  four  weeks  later 
form-letter  number  five  comes,  in  which  the  cost  of  the  "treat- 
ment" has  been  reduced  again  to  $3.  You  still  are  uncon- 
vinced and  wait  another  month.  Form  letter  number  six 
arrives  and  opens  with  the  following  paragraph: 

"I  Intend  to  send  rou  tree  and  deliver   to  ;our  ver;  door,  nil 
cbarges  prepaid,   m;  complete  $1S   combination  treatment  lor  Ibe 
.    redaction  ot  fat.     You  needn't  send  mc  even  a  dollar  lor  the  treat- 
ment; ;ou  ma;  bave  It  with  my  com^ilinients." 

There  is  only  one  requirement;  you  must  send  in  the  com- 
plete "names  and  addresses  of  five  fat  people."  Before  you 
get  througli  this  letter,  however,  you  find  that  there  is  a 
"string"  tied  to  the  offer,  for  the  postscript  reads;  , 

"P.  8. — In  readlnB  tSIa  letter  J  notice  my  stenograpbcr  made  a 
mistake  about  sending  no  money,  but  of  course  you  must  send  Jl 
only,  and  agree  to  recommend  my  treatment  tor  one  year  atter  yonr 
[at  is  gone.'' 

Marjorie  Hamilton  having,  apparently,  reached  rock-bottom, 
a  money  order  for  $1  is  sent  for  the  "Famous  Quadruple  Com- 
bination System  of  Fat  Reduction."  In  due  time,  the  "sys- 
tem" arrives.  It  consists  of  forty  pages  of  reading  matter 
indifferently  printed  in  imitation  typewriting  on  poor  quality 
paper,  foolscap- size,  and  stapled  in  manuscript  form.  The 
paper  is  folded  on  itself  twice  and  is  tied  with  a  piece  of  reJ 

WHAT  THE  ADVEBTISEMEBTa  SAT 
Before  describing  the  essential  elements  of  the  Marjorie 
Hamilton ' so-called  treatment,  it  is  worth  while  summing  up 
what,  according  to  the  advertising  matter  that  is  sent  out  in 
order  to  sell  the  treatment,  it  is  claimed  nol  to  be.  The  fol- 
lowing quotations  will  help  to  make  this  clear: 

"Witb  My  Method  ot  Treatment  Tou  May  Remove  Double  Cbin  or 
Etcesa  Pat  Without  Medicines.  Tberc  Are  No  Drugs  to  Ruin  (be 
Stomach,  No  Horrible  CTetlng,  No  Ridiculous  Fasting,  No  Nervc- 
Racklng  or  Harmful  Phyalcal  Culture  Eierclses,  No  Poison  Internal 
Remedy,  No  Harmful  Eiternal  PreparatloD  of  Any  Kind  to  Rub  on 
the  Skin  or  Body,  No  Turkish  Baths.  No  Sweating,  No  Apparatus 
on  the  Body,  No  Weakening  Methods." 

"By  my  system  of  treatment  you  may  eat  all  you  desire." 

"Every  part  ot  my  treatment  Is  pleasant"  ■ 

.without  tafc'ng  Into  your  system  any  flrug,  wittiout  starvfne  your- 
i  gymnasium  work," 
u  any  drugs  whatever  to  take." 

"No  drug  store  prescription  to  have  filled." 

"No  harmful  drugs  or  terrible  maasaglng ;  no  sweating;  no  pain- 
ful pbyslcal  culture  eierclaes ;   no  starvation  diet ;  notb^e  to   take 
" '  -    -  -     |.Q|,  pjj  (j,g  ijoijj^  anj  none  of  the  old. 


fntemslly  ;  no  poison  s 

ridiculous,  hi '"'  ^— 

"I  do  not 
the  body." 


ridiculous,  harmful        

"L^?  V,"^  "^^  medicine  of  any  kind  or  worthless  atoll  to  rub 


.oiwlc 
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rheue  quotations  indicate  to  a  certain  degree  the  tone  of 
all  the  letters  and  other  advertising  matter  put  out  by  Mar 
jorie  Hamilton  Inc  The  average  reader  the  uncritical  reader 
of  Buch  matter — and  it  s  the  average  unnr  tical  <»adcr  wlo  e 
money  goes  to  swell  the  coflere  of  Marjorie  Hamilton    Inc   - 


m^, 


Marjone  Hamilton 

Combination 
Quadruple  System 


Drugles8 
Fat  Reduction 


..swr-: 


astert  for 


pie   System   of 

.o  ^tlt-foi  jr- '  '-" '  ha".Va%"anJI 

gets  an  impreaaion  of  the  Famous  Quadruple  Combination 
System  of  Fat  Reduction     something  like  this 

firsi    that  the    >"jstera"  does  not  call  for  any  dieting 

Second,  that  no  purging  is  neoesaary 

Tktrd,  that  there  are  no  drugs  to  apply  to  the  surface  of  the 
body. 

Fourth,  that  no  special  exercises  are  needed. 

Fifth,  that  no  drugs  need  be  taken   internally. 
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Now,  what  are  the  facts?  Summed  up,  the  "Famous  Quad- 
ruple System  of  Fat  Reduction"  compriae^  eaaentially  the 
following : 

Firat,  rectal  enemas  of  warm  water  and  glycerin  to  be  talien 

Second,  white  bread,  potatoes  and  pastries  must  be  given  up. 
Third,  the  "Healthtone- Obesity  Bath  Powder"  must  be  ap- 
plied to  "the  fat  parts  or  whole  body  twice  daily." 
Fourth,  the  patient  must  take  "a  good  long  walk  each  day." 
Fifth,  she  must  "give  up  the  drinking  of  any  liquids  at 

meal  time. 
Siteth,  the  juice  of  half  a   lemon  must  be  taken  in  water 

four  times  a  day. 
Stvenlk,  exercises,  of  which  several  are  described,  are  to  be 

taken  and  a  certain  amount  of  work  each  day  done  with 

Indian  clubs  and  dumb-bells. 
Eighth,  "those  desiring  a  more  rapid  reduction  of  weight" 

should    purchase   Kissingen   or   Vichy    tablets    and   drink 

water  in  which  they  have  been  diaaolved. 

Such  then,  in  brief,  is  the  "Famous  Quadruple  Combination 
System  of  Fat  Reduction."  It  is  for  this  that  $15  is  asked — 
and,  if  you  wait  long  enough,  $1  accepted.  That  it  contains 
nothing  new  is  evident.  That  purging,  whether  by  means  of 
enemas  or  salines,  will  reduce  weight  in  some  cases,  everyone 
knows.  That  by  restricting  the  intake  of  carbohydrates — 
starches  and  sugars — the  likelihood  of  increasing  in  weight  is 
diminished,  everyone  also  knows.  That  by  certain  e: 
adipose  tissue  may  be  removed,  no  one  need  be  told. 


The  joker  in  the  whole  treatment,  however,  lies  in  the  "Mar- 
jorie  Hamilton  Heal  tH  tone -Obesity  Bath  Powder."  A  package 
of  this  comes  with  the  "Combination  System."  It  is  a  gift; 
It  is  sent  with  Marjorie  Hamilton's  compliments  1  Yet 
undoubtedly  it  is  the  one  thing  on  which  the  Hamilton  con- 
cern  depends  for  "repeat"  orders.  In  fact,  the  first  letter 
that  the  victim  gets  after  having  purchased  the  "Quadruple 
Combination  System"  is  one  devoted  to  the  praise  of  the 
Health  tone- Obesity  Bath  Powder.  This  powder  is  supposed  to 
dissolve  the  fat  with  which  the  victim  is  afflicted.  Evidently 
this  powder  is  not  so  strong  or  efficacious  as  the  one  sold  by 
Delia  Carson  and  alleged  to  have  been  used  by  Marjorie  Ham- 
ilton in  reducing  her  fat.  While  Delia's  powder  is  said  to 
have  reduced  fat  without  the  aid  of  purging,  dieting  or  exer- 
cising, Marjorie'a  powder,  is  but  a  part  of  a  complicated  "sys- 
tem" to  effect  the  same  result. 


,i)C)glc 


The  following  highly  imaginative  deecriptioD  of  how  the 
Healthtone -Obesity  Bath  Powder  worka  appears  in  the  letter 
just  referred  to: 

"A  ptoBBed  nevr  writes  HDd  ta^B :  'Mr  balhraom  Is  on  the  weit 
Bide  or  my  tiouu!,  1  boTe  be?n  Caking  mj'  baths  with  Healtbtone 
OticBitT  Bath  Powdor  In  Bccardapce  witb  rour  InatrnctlonB.  1  select 
the  afternoun  aa  the  moBl  appropriate  time  for  my  own  nfeds.  I 
bave  noticed  that  the  sunlight  falling  aslant  tbe  water,  has  ahown 


It  was  the  oil 


resulting  from  tbe  dcfilroyed  fnt  globules,  I  wondered .  what  It 
amounted  to  In  wetgbl — and  took  some  olive  oil  as  an  eiperlment. 
I  measured  1(  out  carerutly,  pouring  U  onto  the  surface  of  tbe  same 
amount  of  clean  water.  Fully  two  ounces  were  required  to  produce 
the  same  glaied  effect  on  tbe  water.  I  Bgure,  tberetore,  that  your 
llealthtone  Obesity  Batb  Powder  actually  withdraws  twoouncea  of 
(ally  accumulations  from  my  pores  at  each  dally  bath !" 

la  it  any  wonder  that  the  seeker  after  slimness  desires  more 
of  this  wonderful  fat  dissolving  powder!  To  such  as  want  it, 
Marjorie  Hamilton  will  send  a  half-pound  package  for  only  $1. 
This  mixture  was  submitted  to  a  cursory  examination  in  the 
Association's  laboratory  and  here  is  the  chemist's  report; 
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.  A  specimen  of  the  Marjorie  HamiUon  Healthtono  Obesity 
Batli  Powder  examined  in  the  ABsociation's  laboratory  waa 
found  to  be  a  reddisli- brown  perfumed  powder.  It  ia  aolublo 
in  water  with  which  it  forms  a  aliglitly  turbid  reddiab'brown 
alkaline  solution.  The  microacope  showed  the  powder  to  con- 
sist of  several  distinct  substanoes.  Chemical  tests  indicated 
that  the  powder  consists  chiefly  of  sodium  carbonate  witli 
smaller  amounts  of  magnesium  sulphate,  potassium  nitrate 
and  possibly  sodium  sulphate.     Or  to  tabulate: 

Sodium  oflrbonnte  (wnshlns  soijn). 
Magnesium  sulphate  (Epsom  Ealts). 
PotaSElum  nitrate  (saltpeter). 
Sodium  BUlpbate  (Glauber  salts). 

Not  that  the  bath  powder  is  the  only  side-line  carried  by 
Marjorie  Hamilton,  Inc.  The  company  also  has  for  sale  it 
rubber  foimtain  syringe  "at  the  price  of  $2." 


To  recapitulate:  here  we  have  a  concern  advertising,  aj 
something  new  to  the  United  States,  a  "system"  of  lies'. i 
reduction  that  is  older  than  the  oldest  inhabitant.  On  the 
specious  plea  that  every  part  of  the  treatment  is  pleasant, 
the  victim  is  persuaded  to  part  with  her  money  only  to  find 
that  she  must  purge,  diet,  and  carry  out  a  system  of  exer- 
cises. This,  too,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that,  either  inferentially 
or  directly,  she  has  _been  led  to  believe  that  none  of  these 
methods  forms  part  of  the  "treatment."  She  is  told — iefore 
she  sends  her  money — that  neither  the  internal  nor  externa! 
use  of  drugs  is  part  of  the  "treatment";  she  finds — after  she 
has  sent  her  money — that  the  use  of  saline  purgatives  inter- 
nally and  of  a  strongly  alkaline  powder  externally,  are  pitrt 
of  the  "system."  She  is  told— also  before  she  sends  her ' 
money — that  she  may  eat  all  she  desires;  she  Snds — after  slio 
aenda  her  money — that  she  must  give  up,  among  other  things, 
"white  bread,  potatoes  and  pastries."  She  is  told — once  more, 
before  sending  her  money — that  it  is  unnecessary  to  take  up 
"terrible  gymnasium  work";  she  finds — of  course,  after  send- 
ing her  money— that  exercises  with  and  without  dumb-bell.i 
and  Indian  clubs  are  part  of  the  "system." 

Will  the  "Famous  Quadruple  Combination  System  of  Fat 
Reduction"  reduce  weight?  The  question  can  be  answered 
Yankee  fashion:  Mr.  Sharp,  a  man  familiar  with  the  late 
Mr.  Bamum's  aphorism,  advertised  a  "sure  method  of  exter- 
minating roachea."  lie  would  sell  his  secret  with  such  appar' 
atus  as  was  necessary,  to  nil  who  would  remit  $1.  Those  who 
"bit"  received  two  small  blocks  of  wood  with  the  following 
instructions:  "Place  the  roach  on  the  lower  block,  superim- 
pose the  upper  block  and  3.pply  pressure." 
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Will  Marjorie  Hamilton's  "Fftmoua  Qoadruple  ComlniiatiDn 
Systeni  of  Fat  Keduction"  reduce  weightl  In  reply  we  aik: 
Will  Mr.  Sharp's  device  extfrminate  roocheH!  (from  TKe 
Journal  A.  If.  A.,  March  16, 1912). 

Aftentutta 

After  The  Journal  article  appeared,  the  United  States 
postal  authorities  took  a  band  and  on  June  7,  1012,  W.  C 
Cuningham  and  his  wife,  Marjorie  Hamilton  Cuningham. 
were  indicted  b7  the  federal  giaod  j^trj  and  placed  under 
arrest.  The  indictment  clmrged  them,  first,  with  devising  a 
Bchem'e  to  defraud  and,  second,  with  the  fraudulent  uBe  of 
tlie  mails  to  further  that  scheme.  .The  Denver  papers  at  the 
time  of  the  arrest  stated  that  the  court  records  and  papers 
in  the  bands  of  the  federal  authorities  showed  that  Cuning- 
jiam  had,  in  IQOG,  served  a  term  of  eight  months  in  jail  in 
Minneapolis  for  fraudulently  listing  fees  when  he  was  the 
"president  and  manager"  of  a  real  estate  business  in  that 
city  conducted  under  {be  mimes,  North  American  Land  Co., 
the  Security  Land  Co.,  tlie  Cooperative  Land  Co.  and  the 
Commercial  Land  Co.  In  addition  to  his  "listing  fee"  scbeme 
le  also  is  reported  to  have  advertised  and  sold  a  iKHlk  en 
"Real   Estate   Instructions   and   Scientilic   Salesmanship." 

Further,  the  records  are  said  to  show  that  after  completing 
hia  jail  sentence,  Cuningham  went  to  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  became  associated  with  C.  F.  Clark  and  T.  F.  Adkin,  who, 
with  E.  Virgil  Neal  (X.  LaMotte  Sage),  have  been  engaged 
in  exploiting  various  mail-order  medical  fakes.  Our  readers 
will  remember  references  to  this  trio  in  connection  with  the 
Turner  Obesity  Cure  and  the  thought  arises  that  Cuning- 
I'am  probably  got  his  idea  for  the  Marjorie  Hamilton  Obesity 
Cure  from  the  Turner  concern,  operated  by  Adkin  and  Clark. 
The  family  resemblance  between  these  fakes  is  a  strong  one. 
From  Rochester,  Cuningham  went  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  wQere 
lie  started  a  mail-order  business  of,  his  own,  selling  "beauty 
treatments."  From  Buffalo,  he  came  to  Chicago  where  ho 
conducted  the  various  enterprises  that  were  described  in 
the  article  on  the  Marjorie  Hamilton  Obesity  Cure. 

PB1NCGS9    TOKIO 

Since  our  previous  article  appeared  Cuningham  has 
branched  out  in  the  mail-order  fake  line.  The  "Princess 
Tokio  Beauty  Company"  is  the  name  ot  his  new  venture. 
"Princess  Tokio"  is  said  to  be  "introducing  to  America  for 
the  first  time,  the  new  quick  wrinkle  remover."  The  methods 
are  what  would  be  expected  of  Cuningham:  Follow-up 
letters  of  the  same  picturesque  class  as  those  sent  out  by 
liis  obesity  cure  concern;  a  sliding  scale  of  prices  starting  with 
So  in  the  April  letter,  dropping  to  S3  in  May,  offering  it  for 
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$2   in   June   and   finally   reaching   $1    in   July.      Some   of  tlie 
Princess    Tokio     letters     are     perfect    gems    of    advertising. 


that  wc  remove  tbplr  wrlnkleH  graduallj 
We  warn  you  ol  this,  not  because  tt  Is  In 
any  waj  Injurious  to  tbe  skin,  but  because  It  achieves  such  sur- 
prising results  in  so  short  a  time  that  It  otten  causes  cmbBrrasS' 
ment  If  you  remove  all  your  wrinkles  In  one  day." 

But  Princess  Tokio  and  Marjorie  Hamilton  will  soon  be 
no  more  known — to  their  native  land  at  least.  The  Denver 
papers  for  July  24  state  that  Cuningham  will  retire  from 
business  in  the  United  States  and  will  confine  his  activities 
entirely  to  the  European  field.  Willard  B.  Cook,  formerly 
connected  with  the  Van  Camp  Packing  Compan]',  and  Charlea 
E.  Hayes,  an  advertising  man,  are  said  to  have  purchased 
an  interest  in  Cuningham's  foreign  rights  and  to  have  sailed 
for  London  to  take  preliminary  steps  for  the  opening  up  of 
the  European  fields.  Their  previous  experience  in  the  bean 
canning  and  advertising  industries  naturally  qualities  them 
to  act  as  experts  in  the  cure  of  obesity!  * 

With  the  ruling  passion  for  the  almighty  dollar  strong, 
even  on  the  eve  of  dissolution,  the  concern  makes  a  final 
attempt  to  separate  the  credulous  from  their  cash.  Those 
unfortunates  who  are  on  Marjorie  Hamilton's  mailing  list 
have  received,  within  the  past  few  days,  another  heart-to- 
heart  circular  letter  which  commences: 

"I   have  decided   to   retire  from   business.     The   clamor,   strain, 
worry  and  work  to  which  I  have  been  subjected  In  the  transaction 
of  mv  enormous   business  have   been   more   tbaa    I    have  bargained 
0  Rive  the  fat  people  of  the  world  the 
tor  (at  reduction," 

Then  she  continues  pathetically: 

"But  tbe  strain  bas  beeo  too  great  and  I  must  reluctantly  admit 
that  I  must  berealter  (or<'ga  the  good  work  and  retire  to  rest  and 
recuperate.  That  I  havp  had  a  success  beyond  my  fondest  eipecta 
tions  has  been  the  encouraging  and  hopeful  reward  of  my  eltorts 
to  beneHC  suffering  humanity  and  I  shall  go  back  tu  the  obscurity 
of  private  life  with  th>  consclouantss  of  bavlng  done  a  great  good 
.  to  a  veritable  army  of  people  who  needed  mv  aid  Bud  whose  letters 
of  gratitude  ace  my  most  precious  belonging  I  ftel  there  sre  other 
avenues  where  I  can  dpvott  my  life  tu  relieving  the  sufTerinas  of 
tbe  poor,  the  helpless  and  hopeless  where  mv  live  for  humanity 
will  have  a  more  limited  but  a  more  tranquil  and  less  strenaous 
opportunity,  so  I  am  writing  to  thank  you  tor  your  Interest  In  me 
and  my  treatment  and  to  bid  you  goodbye 

All  of  which  leads  up  to  the  marvelous  reduction  to  $1 
only"  for  her  Great  Quadruple  Corabmation  Treatment  for 
Fat  Reduction.     As  a  parting  shot,  she  says 

"Whether  yon  buy  my  treatment  or  not,  let  me  urge  on  you  not 
to   let   so-called   doctors   Indnce  yon   to   poison   your   system   with 
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Thank*  to  tlie  publicity  6rst  given  this  fraud  by  The  Joint- 
^*^L  nntl  copied  largely  by  the  more  independeot  newspapers, 
then  admirably  followed  up  with  aa  investigation  by  the  post- 
ofHce  authorities,  tlie  American  public  has  received  protection 
from  at  least  one  fraud-  Great  Britain  has  no  fraud  order 
system  connected  with  its  posloffice  department  and  the  Brit- 
ish Islea  arc  becoming  the  dumping  grounds  for  the  faker 
whose  niitive  land  has  grown  too  hot  for  him.  With  the  closing 
of  the  Marjorie  Hamilton  fakcry  there  passes  into  the  limbo 
of  forgotten  frauds  one  of  the  most  pi<.'tiiresi|ue  and  impudent 
humb\tgs  of  the  pseiido  medical  type. 


SOCIETY  OF  ASSOCIATED  PHTSICUMS 

Tills    concern,    which     had     its    headquarters    nt     1 
Thirty-Second    Street,    New     York    City,      ivoa     owne' 


n  /n( 
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conducted  hj-  one  J.  A.  Knox.  Through  the  newspapers 
nnd  by  the  means  of  circulars  Kno\  advertised  that 
there  was  a  society  of  associated  ptiysiciana,  having  for  its 
board  of  managers:  Dr.  C.  H.  Barbour,  Prof.  R.  T.  Stradus, 
LI,.D.;  Z.  T.  Baker,  chemist,  and  Mrs.  >t.  Wood  secreUry. 
Tlie  advertisements   further   stated   that   this   institution  had 
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its  own  laboratories  on  Long  Island  and  that  it  was  formed 
for  the  purpose  of  selling  certain  remedies  (pills)  to  cure 
obesity.  These  pills  were  sola  at  $2  per  100,  They  were 
represented  to  be  far  superior  in  cheapness  and  efficacy  to  all 
old  remedies  to  require  no  dieting  and  were  guaranteed  to 
reduce  superfliious  fat  at  a  rate  of  from  S  ounces  to  1  pound 
a  day.  It  was  claimed  that  the  pills  -were  made  from  a 
certain  plant  which  was  discovered  by  a  British  surgeon 
in  Africa  during  the  Boer  war,  and  that  this  plant  had  proved 
to  be  the  most  wonderful  thing  the  world  has  ever  known  for 
the  cure  of  superfluous  fat. 

When  the  post-offlce  inspectors  io^Acd  into  this  concern, 
it  was  found  that  there  was  no  such  society  as  that  of  the 
"associated  physicians,"  and  that  there  was  no  such  manu- 
'  facturing  plant  on  Long  Island  as  that  represented,  and 
that  the  pills  were  not  made  from  a  wonderful  plant  found  in 
Africa,  but  were  bought  in  million  lots  from  a  manufacturing 
liouse.  The  inspectors  found  further  that  the  concern,  instead 
of  being  composed  of  doctors  and  other  individuals  as  claimed, 
was  run  and  owned  by  Knox  alone,  who  had  no  medical  quali- 
flcations  whatever.  It  was  further  shown  that  the  testimonials 
which  Knox  published  were  fraudulent.  Knox,  in  his  adver- 
tising literature,  published  an  alleged  certiflcate  from  Jared 
A.  Timpson,  Commissioner  of  Deeds,  New  York  City,  to  the 
effect  that  be  (Timpson)  had  investigated  this  business  for 
the  mayor  of  New  York,  and  had  found  it  to  be  a  reputable 
concern,  the  pills  to  be  etficacious,  etc.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  certificate  was  nothing  but  a  paid  advertisemenL  In 
view  of  all  these  findings,  the  Postmaster-General,  in  Octo- 
ber,  1006,  issued  a  fraud  order  against  the  concern. 


TURNER  OBESITY  CUBE 
A  few  weeks  ago  we  devoted  some  space  to  an  "obesity  cure" 
fraud  of  Denver  conducted  under  tlie  name  Marjorie  Hamilton. 
As  was  explained  at  the  time,  there  are  on  the  market  several 
fake  BO-called  drugless  treatments  for  fat  reduction.  They  are 
the  natural  outgrowth  of  the  versatility  of  quackery.  The 
public  has  been  warned  of  the  dangers  of  taking  thyroid 
extract,  the  basis  of  most  of  the  "obesity  cures"  of  four  or 
five  years  ago,  until  it  has  become  unprofitable  to  market  these 
preparations.  Medical  fakers,  ever  ready  to  take  advantage 
of  popular  prejudice  or  fear,  have  turned  their  energies  to  the 
exploitation  of  the  so-called  drugless  treatments.  We  say 
"so-called"  because,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they  are  in  no  sense 
of  the  word,  drugless, 
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The  Dr.  Turner  Coup&Dy  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  sells  the  "Dr. 
Tnmer  Triplex  System  of  Flesh  Keducing,"  or,  as  the  later 
letter-heads  have  it,  the  "Dr.  Turner  Triplex  SfHtem  of 
Weight  Seduction."  Its  letters  are  signed — hj  ruhber  stamp — 
F.  Turner,  M.D.  "Dr."  F.  Turner  tells  the  public  through  the 
newspapers  that  he  is  a  "physician,  scientist  and  traveler 
who  has  won  fame  and  world-wide  renown  through  bis  writ- 
ings and  scientific  researches.'^  He  further  states  that  he 
"was  one  of  the  fattest  men"  in  Philadelphia.  He  mu  so 
fat,  that: 


As  a  result  of  his  hard  thinking  he  "finally  made  a  most 
wonderful  scientific  discoverf"  by  which  be  was  able  to  make 
his  fat  disappear  "at  the  rate  of  a  pound  a  day,  sometimes 

"Bin  method  ts  simple.  ;et  tboronghl;  sclentllle.  There  are  no 
medicines  or  drugs  to  be  taken,  nothing  to  wear,  no  pbfslcal  cul- 
ture or  violent  exercises,  do  Turkish  baths,  sweating,  purging, 
starving  diets  or  weakening  methods  ot  ao;  kind." 

Before  discussing  "Dr."  Turner's  "cure,"  it  may  be  worth 
while  to  refer  briefly  to  "Dr."  Turner  himself.  While  the 
obesity  cure  concern  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  is  sending  out  what 
purport  to  be  personal  letters  signed.  F.  Turner,  M.D.,  Turner 
is  realty  living  at  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  where  he  is  employed  as 
general  manager  of  a  company  that  sells  proprietary  medicines 
to  physicians. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Dr.  Turner  Company  of  Syracuse 
is  but  one  of  a  group  of  enterprises  that  are  said  to  be  the 
ofl'springs  of  the  fertile  brain  of  an  individual  known  as 
£.  Virgil  Neal,  in  collaboration  with  one  Thomas  F.  Adkin. 
Here  are  a  few  of  the  names  under  which  ths  Neal-Adkin 
mail-order  concerns  advertise: 

To-Ealon  Manufacturing  Company,  mskcB  you  beautWuL 

Cartilage  Companj/  (K.  Ijeo  Mingca).  makes  joa  tsll. 

Harrielt  Ueta,  era  il  ten  tea  your  wrinkles. 

Everett  Wood,  grows  hair  on  bald  heads. 

Itoman  Bolvene  Laboratory,  romoveB  supcrBuous  hair. 

Mae  Edna  Wilder,  removes  double  china. 

OSoIa  Laharatory,  cures  sore  eyes. 

I'aria  Academy  of  Beauty  Artg,  mall-order  course  In  bust  devel- 

Dr.  Tamer  Company,  makes  tat  people  thin. 

Xem  York  InsHtute  of  Science'  mail-order  course  In  bjpnotlsm 
and  magnetic  healing. 
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E.  Virgil  Neal  it  a  picturesque  figure  in  the  world  of  quack- 
ery. He  came  into  the  limcliglit  in  1005  aa  prueident  of  the 
"Foree  ot  Life  Chemical  Cotcpanj."  This  fraudulent  concern 
was  investignteil  by  the  federal  authorities  from  whom  it 
received  a  heavy  coat  of  whitewash  when  it  wne  found  that 
an  influential  Kew  York  politician — Gen.  Jsntee  R.  O'Beirne— 
was  connected  with  it  The  publicity  given,  however,  proved 
its  undoing.  During  the  SBine  period,  Ncal,  also  conducteil  a 
bonk  which  is  said  to  have  fumiahed  capital  for  small  pub- 
lishing houses,  the  loans  mostly  being  paid  by  advertising 
space  in  the  publications-  Previous  to  his  connection  with  the 
Force  of  Life  Company,  Neal  conducted  the  "New  York  Insti- 
tute of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,"  which  the  govcrninent 
declared  fraudulent.  Be  was  a]!io  connected  with  the  "Columbia 
Scientific  ilcademy"  which  purported  to  be  a  "school"  of 
palmistry.  Earlier  still,  Neal  is  said  to  have  traveled  over 
the  country  under  the  alias,  X.  LaMotte  Sage,  giving  exhibi- 
tions of  hypnotism  to  tea-cent  audiences.  After  the  Force  of 
Life  concern  went  out  of  existence,  Neal   orgnnJEed  the  Neal 


Photographic  rcpr 
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and  ThomaB  F.  Adkln 


'e  said 


(greatly  cedueed)  or  the  letteF'beids 
E.  Virgil  Neal  <X.  LaMotlc  Sage) 
e  connected. 


Biscuit  Company  which  later  changed  its  name  to  the  Ameri- 
can Health  Products  Company.  At  present,  we  find  X-  LaMotte 
Sage,  president  of  a  fake  concern,  the  "New  York  Institute  of 
Science,"  wbi>:h  gives  correspondence  courses  in  hypnotism  and 
magnetic  healing.  From  what  has  been  said,  it  is  evident 
that  "Dr."  F.  Turner  ia  but  a  figurehead  in  the  obesity  com- 
pany that  bears  his  name. 
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ASK   825;    TAKE  82 

Those  who  write  to  the  Dr.  Turner  CompAny  regarding  hii 
Triplex  SyBtem  of  Weight  Reduction  receiTe  a  letter  printed 
in  imitation  typewriting  and  bo  designed  as  to  give  the  impres- 
sion that  it  is  a  personal  communication.  After  detailing 
the  dangers  and  terrors  of  oljesity,  Turner  ofTera  to  Bend  hi» 
treatment  tor  $25  or,  if  the  purchaaer  will  sign  a  "contract 
of  secrecy,"  he  will  send  it  for  {10.  Id  a  postscript  to  this 
first  letter,  he  saya; 

"flO  Is  poflKlvely  the  lowest  price  tor  wblch  I  ahall  ever  sell 
tUla  treatment." 

Ten  days  later  the  second  form-letter  comes,  which  contains 
no  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  treatment.  A  month  later 
the  third  form-letter  offers  the  treatment  for  $5.  While  t^ree 
weeks  later,  form-letter  ntimber  four  hringa  the  price  down 
to  Si.  In  another  month  the  fifth  form-letter  arrives  making 
a  price  of  $3.  Another  four  weeks  elapses  and  form-letter 
number  six  offers  to  send  "the  entire  treatment,  nothing 
omitted,  on  receipt  of  only  $2."  A  money  order  for  two  dol- 
lars was  sent  and  by  return  mail  there  was  received  "Dr.  Tur- 
ner's Triplex  System  of  Weight  Reduction."  The  "system" 
consisted  of  twenty-six  sheets  of  imitation  typewriting  and  a 
box  of   tablets. 

The  first  two  pages  of  the  "manuscript"  explain  why  the 
"Dr.  Turner's  Triplex  System  of  Scientific  Weight  Reduction" 
IS  the  only  safe  and  rational  treatment  and  why  ali  other 
"treatmenta"  are  either  dangerous  or  worthless.  Turner  would 
impress  you  with  the  vast  gulf  that  exists  between  obesity 
cures  exploited  by  non-medical  men  and  that  offered  hy  F. 
Turner,  M.D,: 

"A  reputable  and  thomughlr  responsible  physician — nnllke  some 
obscure  and  unscrupulous  indlilduRl  who  caii  bide  beblnd  a  ficti- 
cious name  and  easily  disappear  over  nigbt.  If  uecessary — baa  his 
reputatlan.  bis  liceuse,  his  practice  and  everylblDg  dear  to  blm 
and  worth  living  for,  to  lose  twyond  rwall  should  be  deal  other- 
wise tban  boneatl}'  and  honorably  with  bis  patients." 

Of  course  the  purchasers  of  the  Turner  obesity  cure  outfit 
may  he  expected  to  be  duly  impressed  with  the  fact  that  the 
concern  is  operated  by  a  "reputable  and  thoroughly  responsible 
physician."  They  have  no  means  of  knowing  that  "Dr."  Tur- 
ner whose  signature  appears  on  all  the  letters  they  receive 
from  the  obesity  cure  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  is  "Dr."  Francis  M. 
Turner,  of  Pittsburph,  Fa.  Neither  have  they  any  means  of 
knowing  that  F.  Turner,  M.D.,  runs  little  risk  of  losing  "his 
reputation,  his  license,  his   practice." 

The  following  letter  from  the  Bureau  of  Medical  Education 
and  Licensure  of  Pennsylvania,  was  received  in  answer  to  an 
inquiry  as  to  whether  "Dr."  Francis  M.  Turner  wns  licensed 
to  practice  in  Pennsylvania: 
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Mil  fl,  1812. 
Journal  American  UeMtal  A»»oclation, 

Chicago,  Hi. 
Dear  Sirt: — Upon  cttrefnl  examlnaflon  of  onr  med 
. ;  leal    records,    we    find    tbat    FraacU    M.    Turnpr    hai 
Dever   received  a   llceDBe   wblcta.  would   eodtle   hlto   U 
practice  medicine  in  this  atate,     Yoni'S  trulj. 

Ml  HI  Y.  McRbynoldh, 
Clerk  tac  Bureau  of  Medical  Education  nod  Licensure 

And  this  from  the  New  York  authorities; 


Albany,  June  7,  1012. 
Journal  Amfricati  Medical  Ateociatioa, 

S)5  Dearborn  Avenue,  Chicago,  III. 
Oentlcmen.-— In  reply  lo  ;oar  letter  of  tbe  4th.  I 
b«K  lo  say  that  neither  the  name  Dr.  Francis  M.  Tur- 
ner nor  Dr.  F.  Turner  appears  on  ODr  list  as  a  phy- 
sician In  New  Yorli  State,     Yours  truly, 

AnOUSTUS    8.    DOWNINO, 

Firat  Aislstaut  Commiaaiooer  of  Edncation. 

The  states  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  ore  the  only  ones, 
apparently,  from  which  Turner  does  buainesa.  If  he  is  licensed 
in  neither  one  of  them,  it  is  fair  to  assume  that  he  haa  no 
license  to  lose;  without  a  license,  he  cannot  legally  practice 
and  therefore  has  no  practice  to  lose;  and  if,  without  license 
or  practice,  he  so  advertises  as  to  convey  the  idea  that  he  has 
both,  he  cannot  have  very  much  reputation  to  lose. 

Pages  three,  four  and  five  of  the  "Triplex  System"  give  in 
detail  what  purports  to  be  Turner's  personal  eKperieoee  with 
obesity.  Briefly,  his  story  is  that  at  the  age  of  27  he  b^ao 
to  gain  weight  and  by  the  time  he  was  43  and  weighed  264 
pounds  he  "awoke  at  last  to  a,  thorough  realization"  of  tbe 
fact  that  he  was  becoming  obese.  Dr.  Turner's  awakening 
produced  effects  that  closely  resembled  a  similar  awakening 
in  Marjorie  Hamilton's  ease,  whose  cure  tor  fatness  has  been 
referred  to  before.  When  Marjorie  realized  that  she  had 
become  fat,  she  says  that  she  studied  "into  the  long  weary 
hours  of  night  and  tried  experiment  after  experiment."  When 
"Dr."  Turner  discovered  his  obesenesa,  he— but  let  hinf  speak 
for  himself  1 

working   blindly   day   and 

Like  Marjorie   be  was   successful   in   perfecting   "the  moat 

wonderful  treatment  for  obesity  ever  discovered."    Like  Mar- 

jorie'B,  too.   Turner's  "treatment"  is   radically   different  from 
ail  accepted  theories. 
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WHAT  THE  TBEATMEXT  IS  SAID  TO  BK 

The  Turner  ''trnitiDent"  should  be  eonaldered   not  onlf  in 
the    light   of   nhnt   it   is   but   rather   by   compariBOn   between 
wliut  it  is  Hnil  what  those  who  purchase  it  are  led  to  believe 
it  is.     Some  quatstions  from  adTcrtieenieiiti  trill  make  plain 
wliat  those  who  send  in  the  $25— -or  leas — for  the  Triplex 
Syttem  may  expect  to  get  for  their  mome]': 
"Tou  eot  what  j-ou  want  whenever  yon  want  It." 
'I  do  not  purge  you  Dor  give  yon  any  drugs  wbaterer." 
"No   drugs,    mpcllclnes.    staryallon    diet,    exercising   of    apparatns 
usrd." 

"Tlicre  sre  no  mrdiclnpB  or  drugs  to  be  taken,  nolhlng  to  wear, 
no  physical  culture  or  violent  eierclsei,  no  Turkish  baths,  sweating 
purging,  slarvallon  diet  or  weakening  methods  of  any  kind." 

wn«T  THE  TBCATllENI  BEALLI  IS 
Such  are  the  claims  under  which  the  Turner  "obesity  cure" 
ia  sold.  Both  by  inference  and  by  direct  statement  they  justify 
the  prospective  purchaser  in  believing  that  the  use  ot  purga- 
tives, the  following  of  any  special  diet  or  the  carrying  out  of 
any  set  exercises  do  not  form  any  part  of  the  Turner  treat- 
ment. After  he  has  parted  with  his  money,  however,  he  finds, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  !Marjorie  Hamilton  "treatment"  that  he 
is  to  do  all  of  the  things  which  he  has  been  led  to  believe 
were  neither  necessary  nor  part  of  the  "cure."  Briefly  the 
Turner   System   requires: 

Dieting. — Potatoes  and  a  large  list  ot  other  conunonly  eaten 
vegetables  are  interdicted.  Nothing  containing  ordinary  wheat 
flour  such  as  bread,  biscuits,  cake,  etc.,  nor  any  cereal  or  cereal 
products  may  be  taken.  Sugar  in  any  form  must  not  be  taken 
but  Dr.  Turner's  saccharin  tablets  at  fifty  cents  a  bottle  may 
be  used  instead.  Various  kinds  of  fish,  fried,  hard  boiled,  or 
omeletted  eggs,  fried  meat  of  any  kind,  veal,  pork,  ham.  ^^cod 
and  various  otiier  meats,  pies,  pastries,  prunes,  bananas,  an; 
kind  of  sweets  and  a  score  of  other  things — all  are  prohibited 
by  the  Dr.  Turner  treatment  which  is  sold  under  the  specific 
claim:    "You  eat  what  you  want  whenever  you  want  it." 

Purging. — The  user  ot  the  Turner  treatment  is  recommended 
to  take  artificial  Carlsbad,  Vichy  or  Kisslngen  Salts.  The 
Marjorie  Hamilton  treatment  recommended  the  same  thing, 
with  this  difference:  that  while  the  Hamilton  concern  Suggested 
that  the  patient  buy  the  salts  at  the  drug-store.  Turner  sells 
the  product  himself.  For  those  who  prefer  their  cathartic 
in  tablet  form,  he  has  "prepared  in  the  form  ot  a  small  and 
extremely  palatable  chocolate-flavored  tablet"  which  he  is 
willing  to  fell  "at  the  special  low  price  of  SI"  for  100.  That 
tiie  patient  may  be  more  likely  to  purchase  these  tablets,  he 
sends  a  few  along  with  bis  "treatment."  A  cursory  examina- 
tion of  the  tablets  in  the  Association's  laboratory  indicated 
that  the  essential  drug  they  contain  is  phenol phthalein.  In 
addition  to  the  plicnol phthalein  tablets  and  saline  purgatives. 
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Turner  recommends  enemas.  All  tbia  the  purchaser  learns 
after  having  apent  money  for  the  "treatment"  Hold  under  the 
claim  "I  do  not  purge  you  nor  give  you  any  drugs  whatever." 
EijercUing;  The  purchaser  of  the  "Triplex  System"  is  also 
Instructed  to  stand  before  an  open  window  both  on  rising  in 
the  morning  and  on  retiring  at  night  and  take  one  hundred 
deep  breaths.  He  must,  in  addition,  go  through  a  series  of 
eserciaea  with  the  arms  and  trunk  and  in  addition  "take  a 
long  brisk  walk"  morning  and  evening.  But  he  bought  the 
"treatment"  under  the  claim  that  "no  exercising"  was  neeea- 

THB   JWJD    TABLET    I 


So  mucn  for  the   discrepancy  between   what   is  offered  and 
what  ia  furnished.     In  the  Marjorie  Hamilton  fake  the  part 


DR.  TURNER'S 

Complete  Home  Courses  of  Troatmont 

DYSPEPSIA— CONSTIPATION  — PILES. 


■t  the  onlj  take  sold  under  Turner's  name 
menf  tor  various  oondlHons — "dyspepsia,  coDstipation,  piles,"  etc. 

of  the  treatment  that  was  relied  on  by  the  manufacturers  to  be 
a  good  "repeater"  was  the  "Healthtonc- Obesity  Powder"  which 
was  claimed  to  "dissolve  fat";  in  the  Turner  humbug  the  tab- 
lets which  come  with  the  printed  instructions  are  the  means 
whereby  the  Dr.  Turner  Company  expects  to  squeeze  additional 
dollars  from  those  who  are  foolish  enough  to  purchase  the 
"Triplex  Syatem."  Two  lota  of  tablets  accompany  each  treat- 
ment, one  labeled  "Concentrated  Food  Tablets"  and  the  other 
labeled  "Special  Food  Tableta,"  The  two  kinds  differ  only  in 
color,  each  being  about  the  diameter  of  a.  silver  dime.  The 
"concentrated  food  tablets"  are  a  dirty  white  color,  while  ti\e 
"special  food  tablets"  are  a  mottled  gray.  Both  lots  of  tablets 
were  submitted  to  examination  in  the  Association's  laboratory 
and  the  chemists  submitted  the  following  report: 

LABORATOBY  BEPOBT 

Dr.  Turner's  Concentrated  Food  Tableta:     The  tableta  weigh 

about   1.18  gm.   each   or  approximately   IS  grains.     They  are 
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grayiali-white  in  color  with  a  faintly,  Hwe«tish,  ginger-lilie 
taste.  QuHlitative  tests  denontitrated  tlie  presence  of  milk 
sugar,  casein,  calcium  salts,  starch,  ginger,  fats  and  powdered 
talc.  Quantitative  examination  indicated  the  preBenee  of  the 
following  substances  in  the  amounts  given: 

Starch  aud  ginger  (mtntlj  starch) l.El  per  cent. 

ThIc   1.83  per  cent 

Ash   (eiclualve  of  talc) 8.09  per  cent. 

Water  (toss  at  100  C-) S.BO  per  cent. 

Fat   (ether  eitracl) 0.60  per  cent. 

Milk    aujar. 47.00  per  cent. 

Casein  and  other  proteins  (N  X  6.^} .  .32.67  per  cent. 
The  chief  constituents  of  the  tahlets,  therefore,  are  milk 
BUgar  and  casein.  A  product  of  similar  composition  would 
result  from  the  evaporation  of  "skimmed  milk.  Hence,  it  is 
possible  that  Turner's  concentrated  food  tablets  are  nothing 
more  than  mitk  from  which  the  most  of  the  fat  has  been 
removed,  the  resultant  whey  subsequently  evaporated,  the 
residue  powdered  and  made  up  into  tablets  by  means  of  a  little 
talc,  starch,  and  a  trace  of  ginger. 

■  Dr.  Tumer'g  Special  Food  Tablets;  The  tablets  weigh  about, 
1.25  gm.  each  or  about  19  grains.  Their  color  is  somewhat 
darker  than  the  "Concentrated  Food  Tablets"  but  their  tast^ 
is  similar.  Qualitative  tests  indicated  the  presence  of  the  same 
constituents  as  were  found  in  the  "Concentrated  Food  Tablets." 
The  quantitative  examination  indicated  the  presence  of  the 
following  substances  in  the  quantities  given: 

Starch  and  ginger   (mostlj  starch) 0.84  per  cent. 

Talc    0.99  per  cent. 

Ash  (eicluBlve  ot  talc) 6.33  per  cent. 

Water   (loss  at  100  C.) 6.08  per  cent. 

Fat   (ether  eitract) 0.60  per  cent. 

Milk   sugar 40,<lfi  per  cent 

Casi^In  and  other  proteins  (N  x  6.38) .  .31,00  per  cent. 

Examination  shows  that  there  is  practically  no  difference  in 
.  composition  between  the  "Concentrated  Food  Tablets"  and  the 
"Special  Food  Tablets." 

What  then  is  the  value  of  these  tablets  of  dried  wheyt  The 
answer  Is  forthcoming  in  the  follow-up  letters  that  came  sub- 
sequent to  the  purchase  of  the  original  "treatment."  The  first 
letter  of  this  kind  comes  the  day  after  the  "system"  itself  has 
been  delivered,  and  bears  the  following  warning; 

"Be   careful   not   to   underestimate   the   Importance   o(   the  con- 
)0d   lablete   1    have  sent   you.      I   do  not  guarantee   the 


.  A  little  more  than  two  weeks  later  another  letter  comes 
urging  that  an  additional  $8  be  sent  for  which  the  Dr.  Turner 
Company  will  furnish  "two  full  months'  treatment  or  just 
twice  the  quantity  of  treatment  you  received  at  first."  This  can 
only  mean,  of  course,  that  the  eight  dollars  is  for  a  double 
supply  of  "Concentrated  Food  Tablets."  If  this  ofifer  is  not 
taken,  another  letter  comes  three  weeks  later  recommending 
"an  additional  course  of  treatment."     Turner's  price  lor  this 
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additional  course  of  treatment  ia  $25,  but  he  is  "bo  anxious  to 
Lave  you  continue  this  treatment  until  your  weight  is  fully 
and  completely  reduced  to  its  normal  standard"  that  -he  will 
send  it  to  you  "for  the  exceptionally  low  price  of  $6."  Sliould 
you  still  be  obdurate,  another  letter  comes  about  a  month 
later  offering  the  same  thing  for  $3.  The  value  of  the  "con- 
centrated food  tablets" — to  the  concern  selling  them— is  thus 
evident.  They  form  the  "repeaters"  which  every  aucceasful 
patent  medicine   faker  finds   ao  necessary   aa   a   dividend  pro- 

To  revert  again  to  the  "Triplex  System":  In  addition  to  lim- 
iting the  diet,  going  through  a  series  of  execciseB,  using  saline 
purgatives  and  enemas,  the  Turner  system  describea  what  it 
calls  "other  aids  to  reduction."  The  "other  aids"  are  the  "To 
Kalon  Keapahape  Reducing  Corset"  which  Dr.  Turner  is  willing 
to  arrange  to  have  you  purchase  "direct  from  the  manufacturers 
at  a  much  lower  price  than  it  could  be  bought  for  at  a  retail 
store."  The  special  rcduccf!  price  is  $12.00,  The  reader  will 
recognize  in  the  name  To-Kalon  one  of  the  many  companies 
which  E.  Virgil  Keal  is  said  to  control.  The  other  "aid  to 
reduction"  recommended  hy  Dr.  Turner  is  the  "Neal  Reducing 
Belt"  of  which  he  aaya  he  "cannot  speak  too  highly."  The 
belts  contain  "medicated  obesity  pads."  "In  many  eases  fat 
begins  to  soften  perceptibly  and  fairly  seems  to  melt  away 
when  the  belt  and  pad  have  been  worn  only  a  few  days."  He 
advises  the  purchase  of  two  belts.  "This  plan  Is  recommended 
for  many  reasons,"  not  the  least  of  which,  we  opine,  is  the  fact 
that  the  Dr.  Turner  Co.  participates  in  the  profits  of  their  . 
sale — regular  price  $15. 


Such  ia  Dr.  Turner's  Triplex  System  of  Weight  Reduction. 
The  various  deceptions  practiced  by  the  concern  may  be  sum- 
marized : 

1.  The  public  is  told  that  "Eh-."  Turner  is  a  Philadelphia 
physician  and  a  "scientist  and  traveller  wlio  has  won  fame  and 
world-wide  renown  through  his  writings  and  scientific 
reaeareheB."  The  Pennsylvania  authorities  deny  that  Turner 
is,  or  ever  waa,  licenaed  to  practice  medicine  in  that  state  ajid 
the  New  York  authoritiea  declare  that  he  has  no  license  there. 
Turner  is  unknown  as  a  scientist  and  his  claim  to  being  a 
"traveller"  apparently  rests  on  no  more  substantial  evidence 
than  the  fact  that  he  used  to  be  a  travelling  salesman.  He  haa 
won  neither  tame  nor  renown,  either  through  his  writings  or 
researches  and  the  only  "writings"  bearing  bis  name,  so  far  as 
we  can  discover,  are  his  "obesity  cure"  letters  and  "treatment" 
and  an  advertising  leaflet  that  was  issued  by  the  proprietary 
medicine  company  of  which  be  ia  general  manager. 
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2.  The  purchaser  is  given  the  itDpreasion  that  he  will  receive 
treatment  and  advice  from  a  reputable  licensed  physician; 
instead  he  receivea  a  set  of  printed  instructions  and  worthless 
tablets  from  a  buainthss  concern  orjcanized  bj  men  who  are 
engaged  in  various  other  fraudulent  mail-order  enterprises. 

3.  The  victim  is  ted  to  infer  that  dieting  iit  unnecessary  and 
not  a  part  of  the  treatment:  "You  ent  all  you  want  whenever 
you  want  it."  He  finds,  after  parting  with  his  money,  that 
to  follow  the  "treatment"  he  must  cease  eating  many  commonly- 
uaed  articles  of  food. 

4.  He  paj'H  liis  money  on  the  uuderstsndiDg  that  purging  is 
unnefcssary  and  is  foreign  to  the  "treatment";  he  discoversr- 
after  payment— that  various  saline  purgatives  are  recom- 
mended which  the  concern  itself  ofTers  to  furnish — for  an  addi- 
tional cash  consideration. 

5.  He  buys  the  system  under  the  belief  that  no  "physical 
culture"  exercises  need  be  indulged  in,  only  to  find  that  a  sys- 
tem of  caiifithcnics  and  a  "long  brisk  walk"  morning  and  even- 
ing besides  "breathing  exercises"  are  actually  part  of  the 
"treatment." 

6.  The  purchaser  is  deceived  into  believing  that  the  dried 
whey  tablets  furnished  by  the  company  have  a.  definite  value 
in  bringing  about  the  desired  reduction-,  he  is  further  cajoled 
into  buying  additional  supplies  of  these  utterly  worthless 
products. 

7.  He  may  be  further  wheedled  into  buying  a  "To-Salon 
Keapahape  Corset"  or  a  "Neal  Reducing  Belt." 

Founded  on  deception,  maintained  by  falsehood  and  perpetu- 
ated by  fraud  the  Dr.  Turner  Obesity  Cure  belongs  in  the  same 
category  as  the  Marj'oric  Hamilton  "cure."  In  fact,  there  is 
but  little  difference  between  the  two.  From  the  standpoint  of 
the  medical  profession,  the  Turner  concern  is  the  more  con- 
temptible because  of  the  attempt  to  use  the  title  MJ).  as  a 
means  of  lending  an  air  of  respectability  to  an  altogether  dis- 
reputable business.  From  the  standpoint  of. the  public  there 
is  nothing  to  choose  between  them;  they  are  both  humbugs 
and  in  either  case  the  public's  money  is  obtained  under  false 
and  fraudulent  pretenspa.^flfifft,  modification!,  from  The 
Journal  A.  M.  A.,  June  22,  191S). 

[After  The  Joubnal  began  to  investigate  this  fraud  pres- 
sure was  brought  to  bear,  apparently,  on  the  Dr.  Turner  Com- 
pany and  the  concern  no  longer  advertises— in  the  United 
States.  The  same  old  lying  claims  continue  to  appear  in  Qreat 
Britain.] 
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THE  RICE  RUPTUKE  CURE 
This  concern  is  run  by  one  W.  S.  Rice,  Adams,  N.  Y. 
The  claim  is  made  that  Rice  is  "not  trying  to  sell  you  a  truaa," 
but  he  oSera  you  "a.  cure  that  stays  cured."  He  obtains  bi» 
customers  by  means  of  advertisen^ents  not  oill/  in  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  but  on  Continental  Europe  also. 
When  an  advertisement  ia  answered,  a  letter  is  sent  with  a 
btjoklet  describing  Rice's  "method,"  The  method  consists  of 
wearing  a  truss — called  by  Rice,  an  "appliance" — and  the 
application  of  a  fluid  called  "Developing  Lympbol."  The  truss 
'  comprises  an  elastic  band  ivith  a  pad  and  uiiderstcap. 
Lymphol,  wben  analyzed  by  the  chemists  of  the  British  Medi- 
cal Association,  was  reported  to  be  "an  alcoholic  solution  con- 
taining essential  oils,  capsicum  resin  and  a  trace  of  red  color- 
ing matter."  The  chemists  claimed  that  careful  comparisons 
indicated  that  Lymphol  bad   the  following  formula: 

Tincture  ot  capsicum  (red  pepper) 60  parts 

Oil  ot  orlKantim G  parts 

Oil  ot  ppppermlnt 1  part 

Oil  of  spearmint 0.3  parts 

Red  dye q.s. 

Alcobol  to  make 100  parts 

Ihe  cost  of  Rice's  treatment  varies  from  $0  to  $1G.  Tlie 
chemists  of  the  British  Medical  Association  estimated  tlie 
cost  of  the  ingredients  for  4  ounces  ot  Lymphol — sold  at  t4 — 
at  18  cents. 

STUART'S  PLAS-TR-PADS 
F.  J.  Stuart  of  St.  Louis  sells  what  be  used  to  call  "Adhe- 
sive Hernial  Plaster  Pads"  but  which  he  now  calls  "Adbesif 
Plas-tr-Pads,"  When  sold  under  the  earlier  name,  Stuart  did 
business  as  "The  Stuart  Plaster  Pad  Company."  His  more 
recent  trade  name  is  the  "Plapao  Laboratories,  Inc."  The 
reason  for  this  change' of  name  is  not  known,  but  it  occurred 
after  some  unenviable  publicity  had  been  given  to  the  con- 
cern, due  to  a  prosecution  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 
The  government's  case  against  Stuart  was  dismissed  in  the 
lower  court  on  a  demurrer  filed  by  the  defendant.  Stuart's 
contention  seems  to  have  been  that  his  plaster  pad  was  not 
misbranded,  as  the  government  charged,  because  he  had  not 
lied  on  a  label  but  had  confined  bis  mendacity  to  a  cinrular 
that  was  enclosed  with  the  pad — and  apparently  the  law  does 
not  prohibit  falsehoods  published  elsewhere  than  on  the  label. 


CLAIMS — OLD   AND    NEW 

Before  diecuaaing  the  device  itself  it  will  be  inteTesting  to 
compare  the  claims  made  for  it  before  tlia  goverDment  com- 
menced suit,  with  those  made  after  suit  hftd  been  brouglit. 
The  arrangement  in  parallel  columns  of  the  assertiona  made 
before  aad  after  prosecution  illustrates  what  a  power  for 
comparative  righteousness  is  wielded  by  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act.    The  words  and  phrases  thftt  have  been  modifled  are  put 
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\tort  and  wbllc  ;oa  BLe< 

"The?  are  made  to  cure  nip- 
Cure  .  .  .  BDd  that  la  what 
every  raptured  BUITerer  wants — 


"Stuart's  AdhcelfriBB 
uwr*  while  yoa  wort  an 
you  sleep." 


quickly." 
'They   1 


"This     la     the      reason      why 
Btuarfa      I'las-tr-Pads      produce 


"Wlthtn  this  pad  Is  a  n 
voir  or  container,  which  Is  E 
with   the  esaeniiai  curina   i 


vessels    . 

"Within  this  pad  ia  a  reser- 
voir or  medicine  container  which 
la  filled  with  an  absorbent 
attringent  medication." 

"...  they  relieve  rup- 
tured eufferera  from  the  danger- 
em  miaconstructei  tntaa." 


"The  qnestlon  that  I  am  dla- 
cusBlns  la  'Ho"  to  Oet  Cared'." 

"The  question  that  I  am  dls- 
cussmg^Js  -flOB  toaet  Rid  of 

"1  had  the  opportunlly  to  be 
cured  offered  me    ...     " 

"I   had  the  opportunity  to  be 

"If  you  want  to  be  cured,  do 
jour    part    and    order    Stuarfa 
Adhesive  Hernial  Plaster-Pads." 

"If  you  want  relieU  do  your 
part  and  order  Stuart's  AdhesK 
^las-lr-Pada." 

A  study  of  the  foregoing  denionstrt|,tes  once  more  that  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  liaa  been  responsible  (or  the  passing  of  ' 
the  "lie  direct"  which  has  given  place  to  the  lie  by  inference. 
The  methods  of  bringing  the  "plaster  pads"  to  the  notice  of 
the  public  are  those  common  to  medical  fakers  in  general. 
That  is  to  Fay.  Stuart  uses  such  newspapers  and  magazines 
as  will  accept  his  advertisements  and  he  also  uses  those  med- 
ical journals  that  are  not  above  taking  money  for  tbii  sort 
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of  tbJDg.  Tbe  wording  of  the  advertisements  in  tbe  newa- 
pftpers  diflera  but  little  from  that  whicfa  appears  in  medical 
journals. 

•  ADVEBTISIRO  IN   UEDICAL  J< 


Tbe  dilTerence  Ijea  cljiefly  in  the  etyle  of  type  and  general 
appearance  of  tbe  "eopy."  In  tbe  Polioe  Qazette,  for  instance, 
we  find  tlie  advertisement  beaded  in  large  type  "Bufturb 
cubed";  In  the  medical  journals,  the  heading  runs  "doctobI 
DOn'T  FIT  A  TBUB9."  The  medical  journal  advertisements, 
however,  are  not  distinguished  by  any  particular  conserva- 
tism,  for  we  Qnd  such  statements  as  this: 
"Hare  cobed  tbe  most  oBarrMATC  cases  In  a  tew  d>;a" 
Apparently  there  are  publishers  of  medical  journals  who 
Eee  no  outrageous  exaggeration  in  the  statement  just  given 
and  who  really  believe  that  the  "most  obstinate"  cases  of 
hernia  can  be  "cured. in  a  few  days"  by  means  of  a  piece  of 


rhotogFaphlc  reproductions  o(  tdTertlsements  of  Stnarl's  Pit 
rada.  The  one  on  tlie  left  Is  trom  tlie  Police  Oaiettt;  tbat  m 
right,  tram  ■  medical  Journal.  [Since  tbls  eipos^  appeared  In 
JouRXiL  of  the  American  Medl.al  AssoclatloD  and  Ihe  fraudul 
ol  tbe  rias-tr-rnds  was  made  clenr.  Ihe  Therapeutic  Record  seen 
be  tbe  onl;  medical  jaurnal  thai  bas  not  dropped  tbe  adverttacmi 
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adhesive  plaster.  At  any  rate,  four  or  five  medical  journals 
of  more  or  less  prominence  are,  or  have  been,  carrying  the 
Stuart  Plaster  Pad  advertisements.  Believing  that  when  the 
publishers  have  had  their  attention  called  to  the  viciousness 
of  this  device,  they  will  delete  these  advertisements  from  their 
pages,  we  shall  not  publish,  at  this  time,  a  list  of  those  jour- 
nals tbat  carry  the  Plas-tr-Pad  advertisements,  [Since  tbia 
expose  appeared  practically  all  medical  journals  have  ceased 
to  advertise  the  fraud.] 


Apparently,  Stuart  does  not  expect  the  physicians  to  whom 
be  appeals  through  these  medical  journals  to  fit  these  pieces 
of  adhesive  plaster  to  patients,  although  in  a  letter  that  is 
sent  to  those  who  answer  such  advertisements  a  discount  ot 
twentyllTe  cents  on  the  dollar  is  offered.  The  real  reason, 
however,  for  getting  in  touch  with  a  certain  class  of  physi- 
cians appears  in  the  circular  that  the  doctor  receives  telling 
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liim  about  "Our  Plan  for  a  Free  Fever  Tbermometer."  The 
physician  ie  Baked  to  send  in  the  uamea  and  "complete  and 
correct  addresses"  of  ten  people  "positively  known  to  be  rup- 
tured." For  tlie  maiiiog  list  thus  fumielied  (and  twelve  cents 
in  cash),  the  doctir  receives  a  free  tUermometeT.  A  ther- 
mometer seems  rnilier  a  cheap  bribe  to  olTer  a  professional 
man  for  furnislung  confidential  information  regarding  ths 
physical  disability  of  people  wlio  Lave  presumably  entrusted 
him  with  their  secrets.  But  the  birtliriglit  of  professional 
decency  would. doubtless  not  be  jiiglily  valued  by  those  who 
would  thus  become  accessories  before  the  fact  in  the  furtber- 
anee  of  quackery. 


What  a.-  Stuart's  Adhesive  Plaster  FadsT  What  is  this 
wonderful  evice  that,  according  to  its  exploiters,  does  in  a 
few  days  miut  some  of  the  most  skilful  physicians  and  sur- 
geons arr  unable  to  accomplish  in  weeks  or  even  tnontlisl  It 
is,  to  all  i.itents  and  purposes,  a  strip  of  adhesive  plaster  witb 
a  small  pad  containing  a  simple  ointment.  'The  padded  por- 
tion of  the  plaster  is  placed  over  tbe  hernial  opening  and  tbe 
plaster  itself  applied  to  the  skin.  Then,  if  we  are  to  belicTe 
the  Plapao  Laboratories,  Inc.— which  we  are  not — the  med- 
icine will  "contract,  strengthen  and  restore"  the  "stretched 
out  and  weukened  muscles"  and  the  bernia  is  cured!  It  is 
not  necessary  to  tell  physicians  that  this  "medicine"  will  do 
nothing  of  thi;  sort. 

It  would  probably  have  been  difficult  to  sell,  even  to 
the  most  gullible,  a  strip  of  adhesive  plaster  at  $2  and  more 
a  strip.  By  using  a  simple  ointment  of  secret  composition 
and  "playing  it  up"  as  the  essential  element  in  the  "cure," 
it  is  not  so  difficult  to  humbug  the  public;  for  the  mysterious 
always  appeals  to  tbe  uninformed.  Tbe  government,  in  its 
report  on  this  fake,  had  tbe  following  to  say  about  the  oint- 
ment— which  is  sold  under  the  proprietary  name  "Plapao"' — 
to  which  such  marvelous  properties  are  ascribed: 

"Said  plaster  pad  and  the  compound  drug  contained  in 
the  cone  thereon,  were  misbranded  within  the  meaning  of   . 
the  act  in  that  the  label  on  the  pad  in  question  stated 
that  said  compound  drug  possessed  qualities  which  would 
cure   or   tend   to  cure   the   disease   of   hernia  or. rupture, 
when   as   a   matter  of  fact  said  compound  drug  did  not 
possess  such  qualities,  the  statements  on  said  label  being 
thus  false  and  misleading." 
While   the  government  lost  its  case  in  the  lower  court  on 
a   technicality,    the   assertions    in   the   government   chemists' 
report  that  the  thing  was  a  fraud  are  as  true  to-day  as  they 
were  when  they  were  written.    A  sample  of  this  ointment  was 
examined   in   the   Association's   laboratory   and    the   chemists 
reported  as  follows: 
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"A  specimen  of  Stuart's  Plapao  for  Rupture  conaisting 
of  a  dark  brown  ointment,  was  found  to  be  eBsenti&lly 
a,  lanolin  ointment  containing  tannic  acid  anil  perfumed 
with  oil  of  pine  needles,  or  some  oil  with  a  aimilar  odor 
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e  for  a  iwbv  Toy  at' 


uXQWl^yKaiei  M  qtAck  ninediat  for  a  fee  of  a  guinea,  ^a 
k'long  itring  of  foreign  "hoooura"  and  American  "degreei' 
BttMbad  to  hia  nam*,  and  waa  at  one  time  "  Freiident"  of  tha 
CgTagioiu  Society  of  Science,  Letters  and  Art. 

la  Frederick  Robarta,  ii,  .wlnHlm-.Tj)]!! 


The  upper  plclare 
GrllHth-B  "annlyala": 
a  page  In  Tru  ' 
witbaut  honor 


hotographlo  reprodnction  of  Dr.  A.  B, 
ure  is  reproduced  from  imrt  of 
."     Evident);,  be  1b  an  analyst 


and  colored  dark  brown.  Neither  potent  alkaloids  nor 
compounds  of  metals  such  aa  arsenic,  mercury,  aluminum 
or  anc  could  be  detected." 
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The  whole  tenor  of  the  Plapao  concern's  advertising  matter 
is  to  the  effect  that  the  plaster  pads  will  cure  rupture — even 
the  "moat  obstinate  cases" — and  make  a  truss  entirely  un- 
necessary; yet  when  Stuart  applied  for  a  patent  on  his  derice, 
he  deecritted  it,  not  as  a  cure,  but  as  a  "hernia  support"  that 
was  to  be  used  alone  "or  tn  comiinotton  mih  a  truas."  In 
fact,  in  some  of  his  adTertising  matter  the  following  state- 
ment appears: 

"If  HO  desired  the;  can  be  worn  la  combination  with  any  trass, 
and  la  levert  casea  tliit  comMnalioa  it  etpecialli/  adaptable." 
[lUIIca  ours.— Ed,] 

Nor  is  this  all.  That  the  poor  victim  of  hernia  may  be 
caught  both  "coming  and  going"  the  Plapao  concern,  after 
exhausting  every  effort  to  sell  its  strips  of  adhesive  plaster, 
finally  sends  the  prospective  patient  a  price  list  of  trusses, 
suspensories,  "uterine  supporters,"  etc.,  which  it  has  for  sale. 
In  other  words,  while  Stuart  can  And  no  language  strong 
enough  to  condemn  trusses,  he  is  perfectly  willing  to  self 
trusses  if  by  no  other  means  can  he  separate  the  sufferer 
from  his  money.  The  truss  price  list  accompanies  the  last 
of  a  long  series  of  follow-up  letters. 


Of  course,  the  Plapao  concera  has  testimonials.  More  than 
this,  it  has  what  purport  to  be  chemical  analyses  of  the  oint- 
ment used  in  the  pads.  The  "analyses"  give  no  indication 
of  the  composition  of  the  stuff— the  point  on  which  a  chemist 
is  competent  to  give  an  opinion^but  do  discuss  ita  therapeutic 
value,  a  qiiestion  altogether  out  of  the  province  of  chemical 
analysis.  One  of  these  analyses  is  from  Delta  E.  Combs, 
who  calls  himself  a  "consulting  and  analytical"  chemist.  We 
understand  that  Mr.  Combs  is  also  president,  treasurer  and 
manager  of  the  Combs  Chemical  Company  of  St.  Lonis,  a 
concern  that  sells  "ethical  proprietaries"  for  the  cure  of  alco- 
holism, the  drug  habit,  the  tobacco  habit,  sexual  neurasthenia, 
etc.,  and  which  manufactured  Habitina    (see  index). 

Another  "chemist,"  whose  analysis  is  published,  ia  "Dr."  A. 
B.  Griffiths,  London,  England.  The  Plapao  people  call  par- 
ticular attention  to  "Dr."  Griffiths'  analysis  which  they  repro- 
duce in  facsimile.  Griffiths'  letterhead  has  pictures  of  a 
number  of  "medals"  which,  according  to  the  Plapao  Labora- 
tories, indicates  "that  his  reputation  is  world-wide."  Some 
of  our  readers  will  remember  that  we  have  called  attention 
to  "Dr."  Griffiths  before.  Ha  is  a  gentleman  who  furnishes 
"analyses"  for  various  classes  of  medical  fakers,  the  charge 
being  $5  tor  each  "analysis." 

His  name  very  properly  appears  in  the  "Cautionary  Ust" 
put  out  by  London  Truth. 

A  widely  advertised  obesity  cure,  a  cure  for  baldness  and  a 
fake  cure  for  alcoholism,  all  American  humbugs,  also  publish 
"analyses"  from  Griffiths. 
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A  few  of  the  teatimoninls  reported  to  come  from  indi- 
vidualB  who  had  been  cured  by  Stuart'a  Plaster  Pada,  were 
iDveatigated.  Lettcra  were  written  to  physicians  in  the  towns 
in  which  such  individuals  lived.  The  following  is  the  result 
of  the  investigation,  the  initials  being  those  of  the  persons 
who  had  testified  to  tbeir  "cure": 


Q.  W. :   Enpture  now  "sb  bad  as  It  ever  was." 

L.  C.  J.:   Claims  to  be  cured;  could  not  be  verlfled,  as 

tlon  was  made. 
W.  M. :    Not  cared;  umbilical  rupture;  Imperfectly  dos 
U.  W.  H. :    Nol  cured ;  Etlll  wears  a  supporl. 
W.  K  B. ;    No  iDformatlou  obtainable, 
J.  H.  W. ;    No  infocmatlon  oblalnnble. 
J.  H. :    Claims  to  be  cured;  could  not  be  vertSed.  as  no 

was  made. 
J.  8.  S. :   BtlU  ruptured. 
A.  J.  M. :    No  information  obtainable. 


Photographic  reproduction  (1)  of  Stuarfs  advertising  matter, 
where  tbe  aaserClon  Is  made  tbat  "all  letters  are  held  In  strictest 
confidence";  <S)  of  a  portion  of  a  prlceHst  Issued  bj  a  flnn  that 
makes  a  business  of  buj'ing  and  selltng  lettcra  tbat  bave  been  sent 
In  to  mail-order  medical  fakes.  It  will  be  noticed  that  tbis  Brm  hss 
more  than  17,000  Stuart  Plaster  Pad  Co.'s  letters  foe  sale.  Confi- 
dent lal,  indeed  I 

This  represents  names  taken  at  random  from  a  list  pub- 
lished by  the  "plaster  pad"  concern.  If  this  ia  the  best  show- 
ing that  can  be  made  for  the  "adhesive  plaster  treatment"  of 
hernia  coining  from  individuals  whose  names  are  publiahed  as 
striking  examples  of  the  success  of  the  treatment,  what  would 
be  the  result  it  it  were  possible  to  write  to  the  hundreds  of 
victims  whose  names  will  never  be  made  public  but  who  have 
parted  with  their  money  for  this  worthless  device  T 


Like  all  medical  fakes,  tbe  sale  for  this  is  stimulated  by 
attempts  to  frighten  ttie  susceptible.  Tbe  dangers  and  fre- 
quency  of  strangulation  in  jiernia  are  harped  on  throughout 
Uie  advertising  matter  and  hair-raising  pictures  of  people  in 
deadly  peril  are  used  to  play  still  more  on  the  fears  of  those 
suffering   from  rupture 


!   of   the   circulars  ther 


"faked"  reproduction  of  an  envelope  sent  out  by  the  Stuart 
concern  and  returned  to  it  witli  the  inscription  "Retomed  to 
writer;      Dead"  etamped  on  it. 

PBIVATE   AND   CONFIDENTIAL 

One  more  point  connected  with  this  concern  and  we  are 
through.  The  following  Btatementa  appear  in  the  adver- 
tiaing  matter  sent  out  hy  the  plaster  pad  company; 

"The  utmOBt  privacy  Is  always  malntilDed  In  all  our  coTrespond- 
ence  and  business  relatione     ..." 

"No  one  need  beaitafp   to  write 
ing  Cbeir  case,  as  all  letters  are  bel 

In  spite  of  thia  statement,  we  find  advertiaed  for  sale  by 
one  of  the  largest  letter  brokers  in  the  country,  listed  under 
"Rupture  Letters"  no  fewer  than  17,S66  letters  of  the  Stuart 
Plaster  Pod   Company.     Privacy   indeed! 


e  shown  pbotograpblc  reproductions  of  tbe  old  and  new 
!  used  by  Stuart  io  Belling  his  strips  ot  sdbesive  plaster. 
The  cbapge  o(  name  occurred  after  some  uneuTlable  publicity  bad 
been  given  (be  concern  tbrougb  a  federal  prosecnllon. 

To  sum  up,  we  have  in  the  Plapao  Laboratories,  Inc.,  a  con- 
cern that  promises  to  cure  rupture  by  means  of  a  piece  of  ad- 
hesive plaster  and  a  little  ointment.  The  device  is  exploited 
both  directly  to  the  public  by  newspapers  and  indirectly  to 
the  public  through  the  instrumentality  of  metUcal  journals 
and  of  physicians  who  will  sell  the  names  of  sufferers  of 
hernia  for  the  price  of  a  cheap  thermometer.  [Since  this 
expose  appeared  prafticnily  all  mcdica!  journals  have  dropped 
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the  ailvertisementB  of  this  fraud.  1  Purcbasers  are  oblahip.l 
through  fake  analyses  and  misleading  testimoninlg.  Finally, 
individuftis  who  have  heen  unwise  enough  to  answer  Stuart's 
advertisements  or  who  have  been  unfortunate  enough  to  have 
their  names  apnt  in  by  a  local  physician,  have  had  their 
names  sold  to  letter  brokers  to  be  bought  by  any  person, 
anywhere,  who  is  willing  to  pay  the  few  cents  neces^ry  to 
obtain  them.      {From   The  Journal  A.  M.  A..  Feb.  JO,  1312.) 


■,Goo^lf 
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ASTHMA    CURES 

ASCATCO 
Ascatco  is  sold  aa  an  astlima  cure.  Tlie  companj  selliag  it 
used  to  go  uniler  the  name  of  the  Austrian  Laboratory,  New 
Yoric  City,  and  the  stulf  itself  was  sold  as  an  Austrian  prod- 
uct. It  is  not  au  Austrian  product.  It  used. to  be  advertised 
by  means  of  advertisements  tiiat  were  made  to  imitate  cable 
news  and  telegrapliic  reports.  The  cablegrams  were,  of  course, 
sheer  fakes.  Ihe  company  now  is  known  as  the  Asoatco  Labora- 
tory and  the  advertising  matter  carefully  omita  the  previous 
claims  of  Ascatco  being  an  Austrian  product.  Its  composition 
seema  to  be  changing.     When  analyzed 

by  the  chemists  employed  by  Collier's  ~ 

it  was  found  to  be  "a  strong  solution 
of  arsenious  oxid."  An  analysis  by 
tlie  ICansas  state  chemists  practically 
confirmed  the  earlier  findings.  In  a 
bulletin  issued  by  the  United  Slates 
Department  of  Agriculture  entitled 
"Hah it- Forming  Agents,"  Ascatco  is 
described  as  an  "opium-arsenic  prepara- 
tion." A  cursory  examination  made  in 
the  Association's  laboratory,  disclosed 
the  fact  that  the  stuff  contained 
benzoic  acid  apparently  in  combination 
with  potassium;  this,  of  course,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  opium  it  contained.  Ascat- 
co also  contains  13  per  cent,  of  alcohol.  a*g'i:  of" scatio  '™'''' 
The  amount  of  opium  in  this  "Austrian 

prescription"  is  gradually  diminishing.  Two  or  three  years 
ago  the  labels  declared  the  presence  of  3.42  grains  of  opium  to 
the  ounce,  later  the  presence  of  but  two  grains  to  the  ounce 

, Co. 
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was  admitted  while  Bome  of  the  apecimesa  recently  purchased 
give  a  still  smaller  opium  content.  The  claims  made  forAsL'Htco 
that  it  "is  non 'injurious  to  the  system,"  that  it  "leaves  no  after 
ill-effects,"  and  furtlier.  tliat  it  "acts  oiiiy  on  the  respiratory 
organs,"  are  tliree  clear  cut  and  unequivocal  falsehoods.  In 
fact,  Ascatco  is  oiie  of  the  most  impudent  frauds  of  its  class. 
{From  Tke  Joarnal  A.  U.  A.,  June  8,  ISIZ.) 


HATES  ASTUHA  CUBE 
The  Hayes  asthma  remedies,  exploited  by  P.  Harold  Hayes, 
BufTato,  N.  Y.,  were'' analyzed  in  the  pharmaceutical  institute 
of  the  University  of  Berlin  by  J.  Kochs,  and,  according  to 
the  ATbeiten  aua  (fern  PharmazeMtisohen  InstHul  der  Tjni- 
vertitiit,  Berlin,  vol.  iv.  p.  122,  with  the  following  results. 
Six  of  the  seven  remedies  were  examined : 

1  (Labeled  No.  7S1}. — A  cough  medicine  for  use  in  colds, 
catarrhs,  bronchitis  and  for  the  relief  of  asthma.  Dose  20  to 
30  drops.  This  is  said  by  the  analyst  to  contain  about  0.5 
per  cent,  of  oils,  consisting  chieSy  of  oils  of  turpentine  and 
peppermint,  emulsified  and  sweetened  with  syrup. 

2  (Labeled  T.  L  Q.). — A  remedy  that  is  to  be  taken  in  doses 
of  15  minims  three  times  a  day  before  meals.  According  to 
the  report,  it  contained  13.7  per  cent,  of  iodin  in  the  form  of 
potassium  iodid,  to  which  had  been  added  a  little  wine  and  a 
small  percentage   (0.1)   of  hydrochloric  acid. 

3  (Labeled  No.  789  A.-C.).— A  remedy  to  be  given  in  doses 
of  30  minima  at  bedtime,  to  be  repeated  two  or  three  times  in 
several  hours.  This,  says  Kochs,  was  a  slightly  reddish  syrup 
containing  G.7  per  cent,  of  iodin  combined  as  potassium,  sodium 
and  ammonium  iodids. 

4  (Labeled  T.  11  Q.). — A  preparation  to  be  taken  in  doses  of 
15  minims  three  times  a  day  immediately  after  meals.  The 
analytical  report  shows  it  to  contain  1.08  per  cent,  of  iron  in 
the  form  of  an  iron  peptonate. 

5  (Labeled  No.  SD3).— These  were  small  capsules  filled  with 
0.1  gm.  (1.5  grs.)  of  a  loose  white  powder.  It  is  said  "to 
strengthen  the  lungs  and  reduce  the  tendency  to  taking  cold." 
Analysis  is  said  to  have  disclosed  that  it  consisted  of  quinin 
sulphate. 

0  (Labeled  No.  763).— Small  white  sugar-coated  pills.  Tliese 
are  said  to  act  mildly  on  the  liver  and  regulate  the  digestion. 
The  active  principle  of  these  pills  as  shown  by  the  analysis 
was  resin  ot  jalap.  {From  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  Oct,  2. 
IdOS.) 

PLAMTOXIHE     ■ 
Some  "patent   medicines"   are   viciously   fraudulent;    uttiera 
are  simply  fraudulent.     Some  contain  habit- forming  and  dan- 
gerous drugs;  others  contain  no  drugs  at  all.    Piantoxiue  is  a 


iiuiitrum  mnrkcttd  by  the  niintoxiiie  Compauy  and  we  under- 
stand tlial  tlie  Plantoxinc  Company  is  really  Edward  W.  Crit- 
tenden, a  lawyer,  wlio  runs  tliis  business  a*  a  side  line.  The 
mere  study  of  the  advertising  matter  that  accompaaies 
Plaiitoxine  would  be  sultident  to  convinre  one  that  a  lawyer 
had  eitlicr  written  it  or  had  very  rarefiilly  "edited"  it.  Plan- 
toxine  is  said  to  be: 

a  Cm. 

t  Uudae 

PII8PB.  I'inat  roll^u.  I^  Grip 

,.... .,av    Ftvpp.    Hav    ARthmA-    Ro 

m  and  La  Urlppe." 

In  a  descrijitive  booklet  on  the  nostrum,  the  theory  is 
advanced  tliat  "hay  fever  and  malaria  ore  regional  associates," 
and  tliat  both  of  tlie.'e  pathologic  states  ''viciate  [sic)  the  blood." 
We  arc  further  told  tlmt  "hay  fever  and  la  grippe  are  recog- 
nized as  dilfcrent  forma  of  influenza."  Having  evolved  tliese 
tUeoriea,  the  "inventor"  of  Pluntoxine  Bet  about  to  discover  a 
cure — or,  as  it  is  cuutioiisly  designated,  "a  successful  treat- 
ment"— for  these  related  diseast's. 

"After  live  years  of  dtllRpot  and  palnstahlDS  effort  along  these 
Hops  siieh  a  remedy  has  been  evolvea. 

The  remedy,  of  course,  ia   I'lantuxine.     Says  the  exploiter: 

"In  rlnntoxln?  we  now  have  a  slmpte  preparation  of  the  classleal 
cons tl  tut lannl  medlciDeii.  delicatelf  proportioned  and  adapted  to  the 
Reneral  iialholog'jr  of  (bene  cases.  It  Is  guaranteed  under  (be  Pare 
Kood  nnfl  Drugs  Ait  of  June  3o.  l!)(]tt.  and  therefore  mav  be  fonald- 
ered  nertectlf  Hofe,  while  Its  elfectlvenesa  In  indlvlduat  csaeg  ma; 
be  left  to  be  dceldod  b;  practical  teata." 

Naturally,  a  preparation  poatte^-Hii:);  the  properties  claimed 
for  Plantoxine  would  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  physicians 
by  their  patlcnta.  It  is  iiut  aiirpriaing,  then,  that  the  Asso- 
ciation's laboratory  has  been  asked  to  examine  this  prepara- 
tion to  determine  whether  or  not  it  contained  cocain  or  any 
other  dangerous  or  bahit-fnrming  drugs.  The  report  of  the 
Association's  chemists  follows: 


"The  speeimen  received  waa  n  white,  odorless  powder  having 
the  physical  properties  of  milk  sugar.  Qualitative  tests 
demonstrated  the  absence  of  coeain  and  other  alkaloids  and 
indicated  that  the  substance  was  probably  milk  sugar.  Some 
time  later  the  correspondent,  who  had  first  written  to  the 
laboratory,  sent  an  original  pacitage  of  Plantoxine  for  exam- 
ination. 

"PInntoxine  is  sold  in  packages  each  containing  40  powders, 
each  powder  containing  about  2  grams  (.10  grains)  of  the 
preparation.  The  package,  wbieh  retails  for  $1,00,  contains 
about  2%  ounces  of  tlie  preparntion. 

"Quantitative  examination  indicated  that  Plantoxine  consists 
entirely  of  milk  Hiigiir.  The  prescuee  of  medicinal  sul^tances 
could  not  be  determined.     If  present  their  (juantities  must  be 
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"In.  this,  connection  it  should  be  pointed  out  that  the  effect 
of  cocain  or  ita  substitutes  on  the  tongue  furniahes  a  very 
oensitive  and  fairly  distinctive  test  which  may  be  used  by 
physicians  with  advantage.  If  a  trace  of  a  powder,  such  as 
this,  producGH  no  benumbing  efl'ect  when  placed  on  the  tongue 
the  practical  absence  of  eocajn  or  its  substitutes  mny  be 
assured." 

The  story  19  told  by  Mr.  Adams  in  "The  Great  American 
Fraud,"  that  a  general  agent  for  a  jobbing  bouse  once  declared 
tbat  he  could  put  an  article  on  tlie  market,  possessing  neither 
remedial  nor  stimulant  properties,  and  by  skilful  advertising 
persuade  people  that  it  liod  great  therapeutic  virtues.  Chal- 
lenged to  a  bet,  lie  put  out  his  "remedy,"  and  witbin  a  year 
had  won  the  wager.  His  preparation  was  nothing  but  sugar! 
In  the  light  of  the  analysis  just  given,  one  wonders  whether 
Mr.  Crittenden— The  Plantoxine  Co. — also,  is  trying  to  win  a. 
bet.  As  this  business  has  been  conducted  now  about  font 
years,  it  has  ceased  to  be  an  experiment  and  is,  presumably, 
on  a  paying  basis. 

The  original  boxes  in  which  Plantoxine  comes,  give  the 
price  as  75  cents.  These  wjjrds  have  been  obliterated  and 
the  preparation  is  now  sold  for  $1.  Doubtless,  the  advance  is 
due  to  the  increased  cost  of  living— sagar  probably  costs  more 
now  than  it  did  four  years  ago. 

We  must  give  Mr.  Crittenden  credit  tor  at  least  a  certain 

degree  of  modesty  in  the  claims  made  for  his  discovery: 

"PlBotoiloe  must  not  be  expected  to  cure  everything.  Laintlves, 
...i_   __i..    ... .  ..    -.1 ._i   ._-_._pj|(  tempornrJly  may  be 

1  plantoxine  treatment." 
Truly  Mr.  Adams  was  right  when  he  said  that  "our  national 
quality  of  commercial  shrewdness  fails  us  when  we  go  into- 
the  open  market  to  purchase  relief  from  suffering."  While, 
probably,  it  would  be  difficult  to  get  the  average,  wide-awake 
American  to  purchase  wooden  nutmegs  it  seems  to  be  an 
easy  matter  to  sell  milk  sugar  worth  .10  cents  a  pound,  whole- 
sale, at  $5.82  a  pound,  retail — providing  it  is  sold  as  a  "cure" 
for  hay  fever  and  "related  diseases"!  (Prom  The  tfoumal 
A.  M.  A.,  March  i,  1911.) 

TUCKER'S    ASTHMA    SPECIFIC 

This  nostrum  is  sold  by  a  Dr.  Nathan  Tucker  of  Mount 
Gilead,  0.,  and  is  applied  locally  by  means  of  an  atomizer. 
When  written  to.  Dr.  Tucker  sends  a  form  letter  with  circu- 
lars describing  his  "system"  for  the  cure  of  "asthma,  hay 
fever  and  nasal  catarrh."  The  "treatment,"  for  which  $12.50 
is  asked,  consists  of  an  atomizer  and  4  cunces  of  the  "cur.e." 
This  nostrum  has  been  analyzed  repeatedly  and  in  almost 
every  case,  so  far  as  we  know,  cocain  has  been  found  in  it. 

In  1003,  Aufrecht  examined  the  stuff  and  assigned  to  it 
tlie  following  composition: 
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Cocaln  hfdroclilorlO   1  ppr  cont. 

I'otasBluoi  nUialo 5  per  cant. 

Gly.Trin  35  per  cent. 

BlltiT  almond  water 3.~i  iKt  reDt. 

Wol.T  I'j  per  cent. 

.prubabi;     from 

^  pec  «nt. 

oatrums  of  all  kinds,  its  composition 
seeniB  to  change  witli  the  whim  of  the  manufacturer,  for 
when  Bertrom  aniilviu^d  the  preparation  id  1005,  he  reported 
finding : 

Atmpin  BulpUale  1        per  cent- 
Sodium   nitrate 4         jfcr  cent, 

legctable      eitracllTCB,      dissolved      In 

water  wltb  same  glfccrin 0.62  per  cent. 

Still  later  O.  Anselmino  I,  PhartnaoeulUcke  Centralhalle,  Dec. 
6,  1906)  reported  that  one  of  his  analyaes  disclcjed  the 
preaencG  of  liydrocyanic  (prussic)  acid,  but  that  the  analyses 
of  another  sample  did  not  show  I  lie  presence  of  thia  drug. 
He  also  reported  finding  a  nitrite  in  the  first  sample  exam- 
ined but  no  potassium  nitrate.  The  amount  of  alkaloid 
found   by   Anseluiino    was    1    per   cent.,   the   greater   part   of 

In  The  Jolbnal,  August  4,   1000,  Dr.   Herman  Vickery  ot 

Boston,  reported  that  he  had  liad  analyaea  made  of  tbis  prep- 
aration and  that  7  grains  of  c?ocain  hydroehlorid  bad  been 
found  in  each  ounce  of  the  remedy.  In  The  Joubnal,  August 
28,  leOC,  Dr.  N.  P.  McGay  of  Sliiloh,  O.,  reported  a  case  of  ■ 
cocain  poisoning  in  a  S-year  old  child  from  tlie  use  of  Tucker's 
preparation. 

The  Irlassacliusetta  State  ISoard  of  Health,  in  its  official 
bulletin  for  January,  1007,  listed  Tucker's  Asthma  Specific 
among  other  coca  in -containing  preparations  which  are  unsal- 
able in  that  state. 

The  London  Lancet,  Feb.  20,  1008,  reported  a  case  of  poison- 
ing following  the  use  of  this  preparation.  The  victim  was  a 
married  woman,  age  30,  who  had  been  suffering  for  some 
time  from  astlima.  The  physician  who  was  called  just  before 
her  death  discovered  symptoms  of  cocain  poisoning  and  refused 
to  give  a  certificate  of  death.  At  the  inquest  it  was  shown 
that  she  Imd  been  taking  the  Tucker  preparation  for  about 
two  years.  In  the  same  issue,  the  Lancet  stated  that  the 
British  agent  for  tliis  nostrum  had  been  prosecuted  under  the 
Pharmacy  Act  for  selling  a  product  containing  certain  poisons 
(cocain  and  atropin)  without  labeling  the  preparation 
"poison."  Analysis  ot  the  astlima  cure  at  that  time  was 
said  to  have  shown  the  presence  of  3.6  grains  of  cocain  ind 
O.Sl  grain  of  atropin  to  the  ounce. 

Ip  1010.  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  iasued 
"Farmers'  Bulletin  303,"  a  twenty-page  pamphlet  entitled, 
"Habit-Forming  A^nts,"  by  Dr.  L.  F.  Kehler,  Chief  ot  the 
Division  of  Drugs  of  the  Hiireau  of  Chemistry.  In  this  pam- 
phlet the  public  was  ii'arned   against   using  the  various  noB- 
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truns     containing     habit  -  forming    drugs.      Under     "Asthma 
RemedieH"  the  foUowiiig  statement  appears  regarding  Tucker's 
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Dr.    N.   TUCKER'S 

SPECIFIC 

PERFECT  BElTeF  AND  CURE 

ISTHM,  H«T  FEVER  UO  OTIRRH 


In  March,  1011,  a  pbysiciaii  sent  to  tlio  Association's  labo- 
ratory a  sample  of  tliia  nostrum.  Analysis  indicated  once 
more  that  eocain  was  present. 

When  one  considers  the  prevalence  of  the  cocain  habit 
and  the  demoralizing  and  brutalizing  effect  that  this  habit 
has  on  its  victims,  the  viciousness  of  tlie  indiscriminate  sale 
of  a  preparation  of  this  sort  becomes  evident.  While  the 
excuse  ia  made  by  the  exploiter  of  this  dangerous  nostrum 
that  the  amount  of  coeain  that  it  contains  is  very  small,  every 
physician  knows  that  the  application  of  drugs  to  the  nasal 
mncous  membrane  will  produce  constitutional  efTects  in  quan- 
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titicB  that  would  be  poiisidereil  negligible  it  Adminiatered  by 
moiitli.  It  h  only  necesHary  to  fail  aUention  to  thoBe  cocain 
liabituC-H.  known  as  ''coke-snilTerB,"  to  realize  the  enormous 
harm  that  ran  be  done  by  tlie  tnking  of  cocain  in  this  way. 
Under  the  existing  feiionil  law,  it  is  impossible  to  reach  the 
men  who  engnge  in  this  cocain  dispensing  tratlic.  unless  they 
make  misstnleiueiila  on  the  label.     It  is  high  time,  then,  that 


Reduced  photograph  of  the  letlrr-brad  nsed  bs  Tucker. 

the  various  states  enact  such  laws  as  will  make  the  promiscu- 
ous distribution  of  cOTHln  a  penal  olTense.  When  this  has 
been  done.  Nathan  Tucker  may  perforce  engage  in  a  businesa 
that  will  be  more  respectable,  if  le^a  profitable,  than  his 
present  occupation.      iFrotn   The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  ilof/  20, 

lati.) 
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"BABY  KILLERS" 

EOPP'S  BABT'S  FBIEHD 
In  respoDBe  to  a  request  for  Information  from  a  phjaidan 
vbo  had  i.  cage  of  poisoning  from  the  preparation,  we  liod 
Kopp'B  Baby'e  Friend  analyzed.  According  to  tliis  anatyBis, 
published  in  The  Joubsai,  Nov.  25,  11)05,  p.  1678,  Kopp'a 
Baby's  Friend  contairs  in  100  c.c.  0.0719  ptn.  morpliin  sul- 
phate; approximately  V'u  of  a  grain  in  one  Suid  ounce. 


*  uroup  of  wldcry  ailvertlsi-cl  ooothlna  synipR.    Fri 


The   following  ilrntlw  ond   poisonings   have  been   reported 
from  thia  preparation: 

C.  F.  Jones,  coroner,  Baltimore,  reported  the  death  of  t 
child,  aged  3  months.— The  Joibnal,  ilan,  0,  lilOfl,  p.  55. 

Dr.  R.  K.  Eakildson,  Omaha,  reports  two  cases  of  poison- 
ing occurring  iu  infants. — The  Joubnal,  Nov.  25,  1905 
p.  1878,  and  Feb.  10,  1006,  p.  44T. 

R.  Dodd,  coroner  of  Oneida  county  (N.  Y.) ,  reported  the 
deaths  of  twin  children,  aged  1  montii,  in  Utica,  N.  Y. — 
The  Joubnal,  March  3,  lUOO,  p.  COO. 

Dr.  J.  J.  Deahler.  Oliddon,  lown,  reported  the  case  of  a 
child,  aged  14  Uionths.  nlio  suffered  from  chronic  opium 
poisoning  from  the  liabitual  administration  of  Kopp's 
Baby's  Friend.— The  Joubnal,  May  10.  1000,  p.  1541. 

Dr.  L.  E.  Siegelatein,  Cleveland,  coroner  of  Cuyahoga 
county,  reports  the  death  of  one  infant,  aged  2  months, 
and  of  another  aged  5  weeka.— The  Joubnal,  July  14, 
1000,  p.  127. 
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Dr.  A.  J.  Braden,  Dulutb,  llinn.,  reports  the  death  of  « 
child,  aged  6  month*.— The  Jocbnal,  Oct.  27,  1900,  p. 
1393. 

Dr,  Je«Be  Coopc,  Newcastle,  Pa.,  reports  the  deaths 
of  twin  children,  aged  6  weeks. — Tub  Joih.sal,  Feb.  9, 
1007,  p.  535. 

Dr.  Siegeliitein,  of  Cleveland,  in  addition  to  taking 
testimonj  and  investigating  the  cases,  did  some  private 
experimental -work  with  "Kopp's  Baby's  Friend."  First, 
be  gave  a  O-days-old  pnppy  30  drops  of  the  preparation. 
The  pup  never  wakened  from  tlie  deep  sleep  that  overcame 
him  at  ODce.  He  gave  a  2-weeks-old  kitten  20  drops. 
She  promptly  nent  to  sleep  and  slept  four  hours.  The 
next  day  he  gave  h«r  30  drops,  which  put  her  to  sleep 
forever.  He  also  tried  the  preparation  on  two  kittens 
8  weeks  old.  Each  slept  for  from  four  to  eight  hours 
after  doses  of  from  15  to  20  drops.— The  Jocbkal,  July 
14,  11)00,  p.   127. 

MONELL'S  TEETHING  SYRDP 
Dr.  J.  E.  Dorn,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  reported  the  death  of  an 
infant  from  the  effects  of  Monell's  teething  syrup. — ^Thb  Joub- 
NAL,  Feb.  0,  1907,  p.  53.5. 


Some  more  sppclmona  from  Dr.  Keblpr'a  collecHon  of  nostrums  of 
the  "baby  klllPL"  claaii.   <Uy  courtcKn  of  the  Committee  on  Inlenlate 

WINSLOW'S  SOOTHING  SYRUP 

Winslow's  Soothing  Syrup,  as  every  physician  knows,  is 
one  of  tlie  morphin-containing  "baby -kill era."  Before  the 
federal  Food  and  Drugs  Act  went  into  effect,  no  hint  of  the 
presence  of  this  dangerous  drug  was  given  the  purchaser. 
Since,  however,  the  alcohol  and  morpliin  content  has,  per- 
force, been  declared  on  the  label. 

Unfortunately,  a  large  proportion  of  tlie  people  who  use 
this  preparation  are  not  of  tlie  most  intelligent  kind  and  do 
not  realize  the  menace  that  the  word  "morphin"  conveys  to 
those   whose   knowledge    is   greater.     The    British    Pharmacy 


BABY     KILLERS  433 

Act  recognizes  the  lack  of  technical  knowledge  in  those  peraons 
wlio  purchase  "patent  medieineii"  and  requires  all  preparations 
of  tills  kind  that  contain  any  drugs  scheduled  in  tl;e  act  as 
poisons  to  be  labeled  "POISON."  Winalow's  Soothing  Syrup, 
as  sold  in  Great  Britain,  had  to  have  the  following  statement 
printed  on  the  label : 


"Tbis  preparfltlaD.  conlalnlag.  among  other  TaluabLe  Ingre- 
ttlents  a  bidbIJ  amounc  or  morpbin  la  In  accordance  wl(b  the 
rhermacj  Act  berenltli  labeled  rOISON." 


Even  the  most  ignorant  know  the  meaning  of  the  word 
"poison."  It  carries  nith  it  a  warning  that  is  understood  and 
that  holds  attention.  The  poison  label  has  doubtlesa  been  the 
means  of  saving  the  lives  of  many  Infants  and,  as  a  natural 
corollary,  has  been  responsible  for  a  much  smaller  sale  of  the 
nostrum  than  it  would  otiicrwise  have  enjoyed.  Doubtless, 
the  AnglO' American  Drug  Company,  which  sells  Winslow'a 
Soothing  Syrup,  has  been  forced  to  recognize  the  fact  that  a 


Some  people  are  atrnid  of  preparations  sold  as  "soothing  sjfrupB," 
but  Imagine  that  tbc  old-fasbloDrd  paregoric  can  da  no  barm.  Here 
aie  some  of  tbe  government's  eihlblts  of  dangeroos  paregoric  prepa- 
rations, designated  by  Dr.  Kebler,  "Polite  Soothing  Syrups."  ("By 
courte«ir  of  the  Vomatitlos  on  Inlerelote  and  Foreian  C'oinmeroe.J 

nostrum  cannot  have  a  large  sale  so  long  as  it  has  to  carry 
the  word  "poison"  on  its  label.  At  any  rate,  Winslow's 
Soothing  Syrup,  as  now  sold  in  Great  Britain,  contains  no 
morphin,  potassium  bromid  having  been  substituted  for  the 
opiate.  Recently  analyzed  by  the  chemist  of  the  British  Med- 
ical Association,  the  product  on  the  British  market  was 
reported  to  have   the  following  composition: 

Potassium  bromid   S.0  per  cent. 

Alcobol    4.3  per  cent,  b;  measure 

Essenllal  oil   (anise) about  0,1  per  cent. 

Sugni'    56.0  per  cent. 
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In  ipite  of  this  radical  and  easontiol  change  in  tlie  formula. 
;lie  tnaniifntturers  »lill  publish  thp  statement  that  appeared 
in  the  label  before  the  change  naa  mnLJe: 

e  prescrlpttoD  of  one  ol  tbe  most 

B  in  America." 

To  the-  babies  of  the  United  States  Winslow's  Bootlnng 
Syrup  Htill  goes  wUli  its  deadly  morpinn.  A  bottle  of  tlie 
Btutf  purchasei]  in  Chicago,  May  S,  1U12,  brouglit  out  one  fact 
tliat  malies  for  encouragement  and  optimism.  In  none  of  lialf- 
a-dozen  of  tlie  large  drug  stores  on  State  Street  was  it  possible 
to  purchase  this  vicious  mixture.  The  ilruggists  did  not 
handle  it.  It  was  readily  obtained,  however,  in  the  drug 
section  of  one  of  the  department  stores. 


Laudanum  la  no  more  dsUB'rous  than  many  of  tbe  preparations 
sold  as  sootblDK  sjrupa  It  hag  the  aivlng  grace  ot  tbe  poison- 
label  (III/  couileay  of  the  tummitlee  on  Interetate  a«d  Fareig* 
tommercO 

A\e  haie  once  more  tlien,  a  verification  of  tlie  oft  declared 
fact  that  tbe  patent  medicine"  bu'iiness  la  inherently  fraud- 
ulent and  dangerous  and  will  remain  just  as  fraudulent  and 
just  as  dangerous  as  the  public  will  ptrmit  An  amendment 
to  tbe  Food  and  Drugs  Act  e\tending  the  list  of  drugs  whose 
presence  must  be  declared  on  the  label  and  requiring  further, 
that    patent  medicines'  contiinmg  such  drugs  shall  be  labeled 

poison  '  would  matenallj  strengthen  tbe  pure  food  law  and 
would  do  much  to  protect  the  public  Inddentally  it  would 
do  much  to  decrease  the  sale  of  dangerous  and  habit  forming 

patent  medicines  '  (rroin  Ihe  Journal  i  M  4.  ,  May  18, 
ItlJ  ) 

How  Winslow's  Soothes! 
Dr.   G.   M.  Cummins,   Hamilton,   Ohio,  reported   a   case   of 
poisoning   from   Mrs.   Winslow's   Soothing   Syrup   in   a   child, 
aged  3Vj  months.— The  Jodbnal,  March  3,  lOOfl,  p.  866. 


BABY    KILLERS  435 

Dr.  J.  E,  Campbell,  South  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  reported  the 
death  of  a  child,  aged  10  months,  from  Mra.  Winslow's  Sooth- 
ing Syrup. — The  Journal,  Feb.  8,  1907,  p.  535. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Edwards,  Commissioner  of  Health,  Mankato, 
Minn.,  reported  the  death  of  a  child,  aged  18  months,  from  an 
overdose  of  Mra.  Winslow's  Soothing  Syrup. — The  Joubnal, 
March  30,  1S07,  p.  1123. 

Dr,  C.  Y.  Beard,  Cheyenne,  Wyo.,  reported  the  death  of  a 
cliild,  10  months  old,  from  "the  designated  dose"  of  Mrs. 
Winslow'B  Soothing  Syrup,  administered  by  the  child's 
mother. — The  Journal,  April  23,  1910. 

Winslow's  Soothing  Syrup  Barred  in  Australia 

The  board  of  health  of  New  South  Wales  has  prohibited  the 
advertising  and  sale  in  that  (commonwealth  of  Mrs.  Winslow's 
Soothing  Syrup,  as  being  injurious  to  life.  The  decision  has 
been  advertised  in  the  Sydney  papers  so  that  tlic  public,  tlie 
newspapers,  the  dru^ists  and  the  manufacturers  may  hnow 
what  has  been  done.  We  are  optimistic  enough  to  believe 
that  the  time  will  come,  in  a  not  far  distant  future,  when  a 
similar  prohibition  for  this  and  simitar  dangerous  nostrums 
will  be  operative  in  this  country.  The  indiscriminate  sale  of 
such  opium-laden  products  is  a  disgrace  to  the  community  that 
permits  it.     {From  The  Journal  A.  IS.  A.,  iiarOi  SO,  1912.) 


ir,  Google 


A  few  years  ago  many  nostrums  were  exploited,  not 
as  cures  for  some  one  or  two  specific  diseases,  but  as 
panaceas  for  all  the  ills  of  the  flesh.  They  constituted 
the  "curc-alis."'  To-day,  there  are  not  so  many  nostrums 
of  this  type  but  a  few  are  here  given ; 

BIOPLASM 
The  accompanying  advertiBement  baa  been  appearing  la  tbe 
newspapers  for  some  time,  and  its  resembUnce  to  the  old 
advertisement  of  tlie  "Rev.  Joseph  T.  Inman"  o(  lost-manhood 
fame,  aroused  tlie  curloaity  of  a  member  of  The  JotmNAL 
force — or  it  maj  have  been  an  innate  desire  to  keep  in  touch 
with  things.  In  any  event,  he,  as  a.  lajman,  answered  tbe 
advertisement,  and,  in  due   time,  an  imitation  typewritten 


letter  was  received.  In  it  was  rehearsed  the  old,  old  ^tory 
of  how  the  writer  had  for  years  suffered  the  tortures,  etc., 
how  he  had  tried  all  kinds  of  physicians,  all  kinda  of  patent 
medicines,  senitns,  various  climates,  etc,  until  he  heard  of  the 
virtues  of  the  medicines  which  finally  cured  him.  Accompany- 
ing the  circular  letter  was  a  sheet  containing  the  prescription, 
with  full  directions.  But  it  was  not  the  "Rev.  Joseph  T. 
Inman"  trick  in  all  its  apparent  simplicity;  it  was  Inman 
Improved.  Here  is  the  tiret  prescription:  "Bioplasm  (Bower) 
series  No.  235a,  No.  212,  in  sealed  bottles;  2Va.oz.,  containing 
about  175  tablets,  cost  $1.50."  Then  followed  the  directions. 
Farther  down  the  sheet  is  the  second  preparation,  which  is: 
"Sal  Lithin.  Take  a  heaping  teaspoonful,"  etc.  Bioplasm! 
Sal   Lithin!)      Certainly   we   have   seen   these   names   before. 
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"These  prescriptions  may  be  hftd  of  ftlmost  any  druggist.  If 
not,  send  to  the  manufacturers,  Bioplasm  Company,  100 
William  Street,  New  York." 

Of  course!  We  pick  up  certain  medical  journals  and  find 
that  "Bioplasm"  and  "Sal  IJthin"  are  "ethical  proprietary" 
preparations,  put  up  for  pliysicians'  use,  for  are  they  not 
advertised  in  medical  jourualaT  We  wondered  whether  or  not 
the  Bioplasm  Company  was  aware  of  the  generous  work  that 
B.  P.  Burnham  is  doing,  but  this  wonder  only  lasted  ten  days, 
for  then  came  a  letter  from  the  company  itself,  tritli  circulars, 
testimonials  and  other  literature,  all  appealing  directly  to 
the  credulous  laymen,  and  especially  to  those  sufiering  from 
that  terrible  affliction,  locomotor  ataxia.  Of  course,  the  litera- 
ture said  that  bioplasm  is  endorsed  by  physicians,  and,  in  fact, 
testimonials  from  medical  men  were  among  the  literature  sent 
to  this  layman  by  the  company. 

ITS  COMPOSITION 

The  circulars  sent  out  by  these  people  bear  evidence  of  hav' 
ing  befen  written  by  persons  who  are  either  densely  ignorant 
of  the  subject  on  wliich  tliey  write  or  decidedly  unscrupulous. 
A  glance  at  the  following  quotations  taken  from  these  cir- 
culars shows  very  clearly  of  what  a  mass  of  absurdity  and 
contradiction  tliey  are  composed: 

After  a  careful  eitractloii  under  aseptic  methods  the  enzymes  are 
Iteated  by  a  process  which  unites  them,  creating  a  new  product 
or  ferment  which  resembles  closely  the  bioplasm  ol  Dr.  Uonel  S, 
Seals.  .  .  .  There  Is  no  bioplasm  the  several  enzymes  (fer- 
ments) of  digestion  which  Include  nncteln,  leelthlp,  trypsin,  etc.   '. 

In  another  circular  we  are  told; 

Bioplasm  Is  produced  from  digestive  and  ductless  glandular  argans 
ot  young  herbivorous  animals,  but  It  essentially  dUTers  from  the 
giBDdnlar  eitracts  enti  nuclela  preparatlone,  .  .  .  The  deftbrin- 
uted  products  after  cultivation  are  desiccated  and  finally  triturated 
with  chemically  pare  sugar  ot  milk.  Tbe  oiceptiooal  therapeutic 
virtue  of  bioplasm  is  chieflr  attributed  to  the  compound  elpraent 
acquired  by  the  process  of  cultivation  described.  It  positively 
contains  nothing  bcaicles  the  organic  products  stated,  the  vegetable 
ferments  being  no  longer  used. 

Of  course,  int«lligent  physicians  know  that  there  is  no 
process  by  which  digestive  enzymes  may  be  united,  creating  a 
new  product  of  a  ferment  nature. 


The  therapeutic  claims  made  for  this  cure-all  are  ae  gro- 
tesque and  as  absurd  as  are  those  which  are  made  regarding 
its  composition.  It  would  be  wearisome  to  enumerate  all  the 
diseases  which  it  is  claimed  to  cure,  but  a  few  taken  at  ran- 
dom will  not  be  out  of  place: 

Eqaallv  efficient  tu  morbid  obesity  and  emaciation.  ...  A 
fatal  epidemic  ot  diphtheritic  toiemla  in  West  Virginia  was  checked 
only  when  Bioplasm  was  used. 

Here  is  what  appears  on  the  label  as  it  is  sold  in  the  drug 


All  neuros#B  or  other  disorders  Id  whteb  aBslmlla- 

...n  and  metabollsin  are  faulty.  Most  prompt  aad  powertuL  restorer 
of  Jeueocrles  and  phaEOcyles.  ImmuDUtng  by  Btrengtbealng  bac- 
tericidal properties  or  blood.  Unique  as  neuro- nutrient  and  blood 
builder.  Invaluable  In  Tuberculosis,  Tvpbold.  Scarlet  and  Malarial 
Kevera ;  In  Dlphtberla.  Pneumoala,  La  Oilppe,  Dyaenterf.  etc. ; 
Locomoloc  Ataila,  In  Pelvic*  diseases  of  womea  and  convalescence. 

A  WOnDEBFUL  CUBE 

Among  tht  diseases  in  which  Bioplasm  seems  to  get  in  ita 
work  most  utTectlvely  is  tuberculosis,  and  if  one-tenth  of  what 
the  literature  claims  for  it  were  true,  consumption  would  soon 
be  a  tiling  of  the  past.  Here  ia  one  instance  worth  recording; 
A  certain  physician  reported  one  of  the  most  rapid  cures  ever 
effected.  His  patient  had  night  sweats  that  were  very  bad, 
had  been  to  Colorado,  "has  taken  all  the  patent  medicinea  on 
the  market,"  liis  previous  physician  gave  him  up  and  said  lie 
i-ould  not  live  through  the  winter;  nine  physicians  had  treated 
him  and  ^ven  him  up,  assuring  him  that  liis  days  on  earth 

This  is  enough  to  show  that  the  poor  patient  was  in  the 
very  last  stage,  and  yet  a  miracle  was  performed,  for  after 
giving  the  Bioplasm  for  a  week  the  testimonial  says: 

"The  change  In  my  patient  during  the  seven  days  of  treatment 
U  most  remarkable.  The  nigbt  sweats  have  ceased.  The  appetite 
has  Improved,  and  the  condition  oC  the  longs  bas  improved  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  make  me  sanguine  where  I  have  been  utterly  hope- 
less. .  .  .  Doctor,  I  (eel  like  a  new  man.  Sly  strength  is 
rapidly  returning,  and  all  I  want  now  Is  a  little  more  time  and 
•Bioplasm,  and  Bio  wilt  put  me  on  a  sound  basis  (or  the  enjoyment 
'of  life,  and  a  happy  old  age — a  living  chagrin  to  the  many  physi- 
cians who  have  been  painting  me  la  the  grave." 

But  there  is  another  side  to  this  bright  picture.  Before  us 
is  correspondence  to  the  effect  that  the  patient  died  soon  after 
this  testimonial  was  written.  The  doctor  who  reported  the 
remarkable  cure  had  been  in  practice  but  a  little  while.  He 
evidently  imposed  on  himself,  and  in  a  recent  letter  he 
expresses  regret  that  he  wrote  as  he  did.  It  is  for  this  reason 
that  we  omit  his  name.    In  a  letter  recently  received  he  says: 

"Tcs,  I  have  used  Bioplasm  a  number  of  times  since  with 
nhsolutely  no  rvsulls,  ...  1  was  very  enthusiastic  at  t bat  time 
and  it  is  certain  that  I  would  not  nttacb  such  value  to  the  treat- 
ment as  at  that  time  mentioned.  When  I  wrote  to  the  Bioplasm 
people,  it  was  simply  with  the  hope  thai  their  product  might  be  of 


LOCOUOTOB  ATAXICS  CUBED 

The  following  letter  from  one  whom  we  will  call  X,  as  we 

do  not  pare,  under  the  circumstances,  to  publish  his  name,  is 

one  of  the  bits  of  literature  that  is  doing  good  work  for  Bio- 

P'''^'"'  ,  June  0,  1006. 

Dloplaim  Companii,  100  WilUam  Street,  yeiB  TorJc  City: 

Qentlemen: — Tour  Inquiry  about  Mr.  K ,  the  talietic  patient 

from  Mexico,  who  has  been  taking  Bioplasm  tor  sums  seven  or  eight 
months,  I  want  to  answer  briefly,  bo  as  lo  cover  the  ground. 


.     mptif  pi'OQOunced  a    tabetic.  baTing  almost  all  the 
isIcbI  Ej'mptolna.      Ills  people  Lere  came  to  me.  asking  what  to 
I    coulil   oniT   advise   Bioplasm.      Tbis   ivbh  begun   aa   sooa   aa 
be  could  get  a  Buppi;  from  rou.  In  tbe  taeao  time  .being  treated  wltb 

after  beginning  Bio.  felt  better.  Five  or  all  moDtba  ago  be  came 
here.  When  be  arrived  he  eonid  not  get  On  a  street  car.  To  aea 
him  walk  was  agon;.  Soon  he  was  taken  to  the  cars  wltb  an 
attendant.  Shortly  aftei'  be  was  going  around  alone.  Took  lon^ 
walks,  (iot  better  every  day.  He  railed  on  me  yesterday,  and 
upon  tDquIr;  sold  ;  "The  padded  sensation  ot  soles  atlll  present  to 
some  degree,  and  knee-jerk  absent.  Aside  from  these,  I  consider 
myeett  a  well  man,"'  He  looks  well,  teels  well,  walks  well,  and 
as  tar  aa  can  be  told  IS  well. 

Conld  all  ataxics  see  this  case  as  I  bave  seen  It.  tbey  woald  send 
In  such  a  blast  tot  Bio  that  you  would  Bee  from  It.  Doubtless, 
"tbings  seen  are  mightier  than  things  heard"  (of),  and  there  are  so 
many  "cures"  repotted  that,  like  miracles,  dwindle  at  abort  range, 
tbat  one  more  or  less  wilt  not  count  tor  much — In  print.  But  I 
have  seen  tbis.  and  I  believe. 

Since  coming  bcre  Mr,  R has  taken  Bio  constantly,  and  also 

has  had  massage  twice  a  week.  No  olker  treatment,  except  tbat  be 
has  been  going  through  some  ot  the  kicking  tot  "te-educatlon," 

Tours   very    truly,  ,    U,D. 

A  phfBician  in  Kansas  wrot«  to  the  Bioplasm  people,  ask- 
ing them  to  give  liim  the  names  of  some  reputable  and  well- 
known  physicians  who  had  used  Bioplasm  with  the  Buceeas 
that  was  claimed  for  it.    In  reply  the  Bioplasm  people  said: 


We  had  already  written  for  information  in  regard  to  Dr.  X 
and  received  a  reply  to  the  effect  that  no  such  physician  was 

practicing  in .    On  receiving  the  communication  from 

our  Kansas  correspondent  we  again  tried  to  get  information 
in  regard  to  Dr,  X,  which  resulted  ill  the  following  letter  >UBt 
received  from  oiu'  investigator: 

In  regard  to  Dr.  X,  of  whom  you  wrote  me  a  few  days 

ainec!    He  graduated  from  years  ago;  he  sifters 

from  locomotor  ataxia,  and  can  only  get  around  in  a 
wheel  chair;  he  is  a  deaf>mute,  and  has  been  in  that  con- 
dition for  ten  years;  he  has  not  practiced  any  for  twelve 
years;  he  has  no  license  in  thia  state  or  county.  He  uses 
Bioplasm  himself,  and  thinks  he  derives  tienefit  from  it. 
He  says  that  he  only  recommends  it  from  his  personal 
experience.  Dr.  C.  is  hia  attending  physician  and  has 
charge  of  him  in  a  general  way,  Dr,  C,  says  that  he  is  a 
perfectly  innocent,  well-meaning,  broken-down  man. 

We  have  followed  up  several  other  testimonials  and  't  would 
make  interesting  reading  if  we  had  space  to  devote  to  a  record 
of  the  results  of  the  investigation. 
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One  pbfridan  from  PeoDBylvania  writes: 

"I  am  glad  that  Bioplasm  U  finally  being  ezpoeed. 
About  two  years  ago  the  Bioplasm  people  imposed  on  we 
younger  pliyaidans  by  giving  us  testimonials  and  ending 
with  aelling  u*  five  bottles  of  t'leir  dollar  aize  for  92.50. 
I  dispensed  an  entire  bottle  with  no  effect  whatever  in 
any  of  its  so-called  usages.  The  other  four  I  have  etill 
as  a  reminder  of  my  folly.  A  few  days  ago  a  'locomotor 
ataxic'  told  me  of  bis  wonderful  new  cure  or  'sure  cure' 
and  beliold  It  was  Bioplasm,  wbich  be  got  direct  from  tlie 
firm  witb  their  wonderful  'epitome.'  Be  had  just  run 
out  of  his  'ITS  tablets  for  91. 50,'  and  waDt«d  to  get  some 

When  some  great  disaster  overtaken  a  oommunity  and  the 
dead  and  dying  lie  seattered  about,  fiendish  ghouls  steal  forth 
to  despoil  the  dead  and  helpless.  By  common  consent  such 
loathsome  creatures  are  uaually  ordered  shot  when  found  at 
euch  work;  but  with  what  words  can  we  characterize  those 
still  more  loathsome  creatures  who  scent  quany  in  that  rest 
army  of  the  sick  and  miserable,  who,  loath  to  acknowledge  the 
presence  or  approach  of  the  king  of  terrors,  turn  to  those  who 
apeak  tliem  fair  witb  bright  promlees  of  succor  while  tliey 
rob  tliem  of  a  few  dollars  and,  far  worse,  ofttimes  of  the  one 
chance  of  help  which  medical  science  afTordsT  And  what  shall 
be  said  of  physicians  who,  consciously  or  nnconscionaly,  aid  in 
such  a  despicable  business  t 

Bioplasm's  Originator 
An  instructive  and  yet  pathetic  incident  relative  to  this 
nostrum  was  revealed  in  the  death  of  Dr.  Peter  Manuel  Wise, 
wliieli  occurred  Sept.  22,  ISOT.  Dr.  Wise,  it  ia  understood, 
was  tlie  originator,  and  for  some  years  the  mott  important 
factor  in  pushing  the  sale  of,  Bioplasm.  In  one  of  the  numer- 
ous form  letters  sent  out  by  him,  he  said:  "You  can  depend 
on  it.  Doctor,  that  if  Bioplasm  is  taken  properly  by  a  tabetic, 
for  not  less  than  four  months,  his  disease  is  permanently 
checked."  Dr.  Wise  died  a  tabetic.  Surely  Fate  in  her 
unkindest  moods  ni'ver  perpetrated  a  more  ghastly  irony. 
{Fmm  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  various  dates.) 


BLEKZ'S  BEMEDT 
Reaching  the  "patent -medicine"- taking  public  via  the  fam- 
ily pliyaician  has  long  been  a  classic  procedure  on  the  part 
of  the  nostrum  manufacturer;  reaching  the  laity  throu^  the 
officially  appointed  ofTicers  of  health  is  the  latest  modification 
or  extcnaion  of  the  older  dodge.  In  a  "form"  letter  addressed 
"To  Cfiunty  Physicians,"  Blenz  &  Co.,  of  Decatur,  Illinois, 
"take  the  liberty  to  address  you  in  reference  to  our  Remedy," 
which  "checks  all  diseases  and  all  tendency  to  disease  and 
returns  the  person  to  perfect  health." 


Here  are  a  few  of  the  pathdogic  conditions  in  nhiih  Blenz's 
Remedy  is  declared  to  be  indicated; 

Blood  Polaon.  Sjphllla.  Csncer, 

ABtbma.  Qononbea.  PI  lest 

FeTera.  all  kln^,  CoDrti.  Calda.  Pneumonia. 

Dyaiwpala.  Kidney  Dlserden.  Tnbercalosls. 

Cstarrb.  ItbeumatlBm.  Smallpox. 

Neuralgia.  Women's  Dlaeaiea.  Malaria. 

To  head  off  any  purchaser,  however,  who  might  feel  that 
he  was  not  getting  his  money's  worth,  we  are  told  tlut 
"Blenz'e  Remedy  not  only  moves  (sic)  the  diseases  mentioned 
in  this  circular,  but  all  others  inoidentaliy  thereto,"  Surely  a 
valuable  preparation  to  keep  around  the  house.  Should  you 
be  Buffering  from  palpitation,  paralysis  or  piles  "take  5  or  10 
grains  after  each  meal"  of  Blenz'a  Remedy.  "After  the  relief 
is  obtained  continue  using  for  ten  days  ao  as  to  move  every 
genu  from  the  system."  When  the  last  germ  has  regretfully 
taken  its  departure,  yon  may  feel  safe — but  not  before,  be- 
cause "the  germs  entering  the  system  through  the  stomach 
are  the  shifters  of  life,"  and  no  one  is  desirous  of  having  sueh 
an  essential  thing  as  life  shifted.  In  fact,  as  Blenz  tells  ua, 
"every  person  desires  to  look  as  well  as  they  can" — a  senti- 
ment whose  principle  is  as  sound  as  Its  expression  is  gram- 
matieally  unstable. 

Without  having  given  the  "remedy"  a  clinical  trial,  but 
basing  our  conclusions  purely  on  the  description  and  claims 
so  picturesquely  set  forth  in  the  advertising,  we  may  concede  . 
its  potency  in  at  least  one  condition.  At  $10.00  a  pound — the 
price  asked— it  eeeois  beyond  dispute  that  in  the  administra- 
tion of  this  remedy  the  congested  condition  of  a  plethoric 
pocket-book  would  find  immediate  relief. 

In  a  burst  of  rhetorical  imagery  and  niixed  metaphor,  we 
are  told  that  "the  Body  .is  the  Theater  of  Disease  where  the 
drama  of  Life  is  actually  played."  From  the  pamphlet  fur- 
nished, we  gather  that  this  theater  is  under  the  exclusive 
management  of  BIhiz  &  Co.,  who  furnish  the  interior  decora- 
tion— for  a  consideration.  Whether  or  not  life  is  a  drama  is 
open  to  question;  when  we  think  of  the  business  which  this 
firm  is  engaged  in,  we  incline  to  the  belief  that  existence 
approaches  farce-comedy,  in  which  the  physician  plays  the 
part  of  the  unsophisticated  ruralite  and  the  nostrum  exploit- 
ers assume  the  rOle  of  the  "green-goods"  man.  (from  The 
Journal  A,  M.  A.,  Oct.  SI,  1908.) 


LIQUID   LIFE 
A  physician  wrote  to  The  Joubnal  that  for  sis  years  one 

of  his  patients  had  been  taking  about  fifty  bottles  annually 
of  a  preparation  called  "Liquid  Life;"  he  requested  informa- 
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tion  concerning  the  composition  of  tlie  remedy.  Tbe  inquiry 
WIS  referred  to  the  Aasocintion'a  laborstorj. 

The  price  of  the  preparation  being  75  cents  for  each  bottle 
it  eeetoed  a  pity  that  patients  like  this  one  siiould  continue  to 
be  separated  from  tlieir  moaey  by  a  nostrum  wliich,  from  its 
name  and  descriptive  circulars,  appeared  to  be  a  sliam.  Hence 
it  was  explained  to  the  correspondent  that  if  he  would  s'end 
an  original  package  of  the  preparation  to  the  Association's 
laboratory  a  cursory  examination  would  be  made — sufficient 
in  all  probability  to  show  his  patient  the  folly  of  her  faith 
in  the  nostrum. 

An  original  package  of  "Liquid  Life"  having  been  received 
a  cursory  examination  of  it  was'  made,  which  showed  that  the 
preparation  is  essentially  an  aqueous  solution  of  Epsom  salt, 
containing  some  Glauber's  salt,  the  mixture  being  sweetened 
with  saccharin.  The  facts  brought  out  by  the  cursory  exami- 
nation having  shown  that  the  preparation  ia  an  outrageous 
imposition  on  the  public,  it  was  decided  to  make  a  more  com- 
plete investigation  with  the  view  of  publishing  the  results. 

Here  is  part  of  the  label  of  "Liquid  Life,"  the  spelling  and 
diction  being  exactly  transcribed: 


TRUE   ANTITOSINE 

"Th[s  antiloilne  Is  nna- poisonous  and 
will  «ipel  all  alcohol  from  the  syatem  at  once,  and  so 
requires  a  great  deal  more  antKoxIne  aod  time  to  effect  a 
cure  Ir  UBS  alcobol  la  used  whik  taking  It.  but  yen  can 
use  wbatever  tobacco  you  liave  been  accustomed  to/" 
Abbests  Dts eases  and  Prevents  the  Devei/jpuent  os' 
OEBua 

"All  cODtagloUB  dlaenaes   are  germ  diseases,   and  manlteat 

aDtitoiioe  win  arrest  them  at  once  and  prevent  any  farther 
development    ot    the    germa,    no    matter    what    their    nature 

The  Patient  Shouldn't  Meddle  with  the  LECcocyiES ! 
"It  Is  Important  that  their  should  be  no  Inlerterence  wllh 
(he  action  nl  tbe  leucocjtea  or  white  corpuscles  by  ualng 
purgatives  or  drugs  ot  any  kind  wbllc  taking  tbe  antlloxlne. 
If  the  bgwels  move  verj  freely  at  first  they  will  check 
Iliem  laler,  and  If  they  dn  not  move,   wait  till   they  do." 


A  paragraph  taken  from  the  circular  describing  "Liquid 
Life"  is  given  herewith.  Considering  its  length,  it  is  sub- 
mitted as  probably  being  the  most  faulty  in  diction,  the  most 
replete  in  false  statements  and  the  most  barren  of  truthful 
suggestions  of  any  paragraph  in  "patent  medicine"  literature. 


First  tt'ia  nntitoxlne  to  all  conlagloas  dlspascs  and  ao 
remoTcs  the  tear  ol  [nfeetlon  fcom  the  lamllj'.  II  glveo  early, 
ads  as  a  preventive,  given  later  sutHlueB  tbe  dlaease;  Is  noD- 
polsoDona  and  non-alcobolic ;  tliere  are  no  reactions  or  bail 
effects  trom  It  no  mutter  bon  long  IC  Is  taken.  It  contains 
In  Itself  everytl>lng  wllb  tbe  exception  of  food  that  should 
be  taken  Into  the  stomach  to  Keep  the  family  In  perfect 
health.  Children  born  under  tbe  Influence  of  the  antltoilne. 
are  ]UHt  splendid  •and  remain  so  after  blrtb  and  grow  up 
aymmeldcBl  wltb  a  benltby  body  and  a  clear  brain,  for  when 
a  dose. of  tbe  antltoxine  Is  given  you  call  Into  action  not 
only  one  physician  bul  millions  (tbe  Leycocties)  and  every 
one  of  tlicm  Is  a  supernal  surgeon  and  their  power  to  restore 
(be  body  to  health  Is  supreme,  even  in  tboBe  diseases  that 
have  been  found  diRlcuIt  to  cure  before,  sach  as  Pneumonia, 
Catarrh,  Appendicitis.  Blood  Poison  from  any  cause.  Syph- 
ilis, Cancer,  Malignant  Diphtheria,  Erysipelas.  Scrofula, 
Telapua  or  Lockjaw.  Consumption,  all  Fevers,  Kheumatism, 
n'omb  diseases.  Brigbt's  Disease,  Diabetes  and  alber  diseases 
called  Incurable.  Ladies  will  And  tbe  antltoilne  Is  all  they 
require  to  keep  themselves  In  perfect  health,  and  If  taken 
for  a  short  time  before  confinement  will  relieve  them  of 
half  the  pain  and  danger,  it  can  also  be  used  externally 
with  marvelous  cfTect  in  all  cases  requiring  outside  applica- 
tions, or  injected  Into  sll  tbe  orifices  of  tbe  body  where 
there  la  dieeaae.  in  fact,  being  a  (rue  nndloilnc.  It  solves 
tbe  problem  of  Heallh  und  Disease. 


To  those  conversant  with  tlie  principles  of  medicine  the 
reading  of  tlie  label  and  circulars  would  alone  be  sufficient  to 
condemn  the  nostrum  as  a  humbug.  Others  might,  however, 
l>e  impressed  as  stronglj  by  tliis  jumble  of  meaninglesa 
phrases  and  vicious  misrepresentations  as  by  a  logical  and 
truthful   statement  of   facts. 

The  labels  indicate  that  "Liquid  Life"  is  manufactured  by 
the  T.  B.  Chemical  Co.,  Newark,  N.  J.  The  preparation  is  a 
pale  yellow,  faintly  fluorescent  liquid,  liaving  a  faint,  pepper- 
mint-like,odor  and  a  barsh,  ilisagreeable  taete.  Tbe  presence 
of  magnesium,  sodium,  a  sulpliate  and  small  amounts  each 
of  saccharin,  zinc  and  quinin  was  demonstrated  by  the  usual 
tests.  Ammonium  salts  were  absent.  Tlie  absence  of  eocain, 
morphin  and  their  derivatives  and  substitutes  was  shown. 

Quantitative  determinations  indicated  that  the  composition 
of  "Liquid  Life"  is  essentially  as  follows: 

Crystallized  quInIn  sulpbate 0.0566  gm.  in  100  c.c. 

zinc  sulphate 0.2416  gm.  In  100  c.c. 

magnesium     sulphate      {Epsom 

sodium  sulphate  (Glauber's  salt) 
(Calculated  from  sodium  de- 
termination)       6.1T       gm.  In  100  C.c. 

Saccharin    a  trace. 

,  Water   (by  difference)    to  make 
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Secret  nostrums — the  so-railed  "pttUnt  medidDca"  sold  to 
tite  public— are  of  two  classes :  One  ta  harmless  in  itself,  in  that 
it  contains  but  little  or  none  of  anj  medidnal  substancefl  and 
is  potent  for  harm  onlj  in  so  far  that  it  restrains  the  user  from 
seeking  competent  treatment;  tbe  other  not  only  keeps  the 
sick  person  from  receiving  tlie  treatment  vbich  is  indicated 
but  contains  ingredients  which,  when  nsed  indiscrimioateljr, 
are  potent  for  harm.  Botb  classes  are  humbugs,  especiallf 
because  a  large  price  is  charged  for  what  is  usually  worth  but 
a  few  cents.  In  both  elasses  there  are  all  degreea  of  humbugs. 
"Liquid  Life"  easily  belongs  to  tbe  second  class  and  is  an 
'example  of  the  worst  in  this  elasa.  Besides  containing  the 
poisonous  ingredient,  sine  sulphate,  its  chief  ingredient  is 
£psom  salt,  the  long  continued  use'  of  which  alwajs  does 
harm.  When  it  is  considered  tl^t  during  six  yean  one  patient 
consumed  between  S200  and  $300  worth  of  the  stuff  (as  sold 
at  retail)   the  "degree"  of  tbe  huqibug  may  be  appreciated. 

In  connection  with  tlie  claim  of  the  mannfacturer  tliat 
"Liquid  Life"  is  "a  true  antitoxine"  the  following  definitions 
for  an  antitoxin  are  given: 

"A  substance  formed  In  Ibe  t 
producls  of  a  micro-organ  I  em 
Dictionary). 

"Anr  dpronniTf  protcid  dcTcloprd  In  tlic  body  as  n  result  or  tbe 

Implantation  ol  a  poison,  and  acting  aa  a  neutrallier  of  tbe  poison." 
(borlund'a  Mcdtcai  Dlctloaarj). 

In  view  of  these  delinitions  and  of  the  findings  of  tiie 
analysis  the  absurdity  of  tbe  claim  that  "Liquid  Life"  is  "a 
true  atititosine"  is  patent. 

Inasmuch  as  tlie' courts  have  recently  ruled  that  under  the 
present  Food  and  Drugs  Act  it  is  permissible  to  lie  as  to  the 
curative  properties  of  a  preparation  so  long  as  no  false  state-  . 
mcnta  concerning  its  composition  are  made,  it  would  be  inter- 
esting to  know  whether  the  assertion  that  the  remedy  contains 
"a  true  antitoxine"  would  be  considered  as  a  violation  of  the 
kw;  also  whether  the  name  ''Liquid  Life"  would  be  held  to 
be  a  falBe  statement  as  to  composition,  or  whether  the  learned 
justices  would  consider  the  name  (although  a  deliberate  lie)  a 
permisHible  claim  for  the  virtues  of  the  remedy. — (From  Tke 
Journal  A.  M.  A.,  Aug.  5,  IDIl.) 


OXY-TOMIC 
The  matter  that  follows  is  taken  vcrbiUim  from  the  Ajigust, 
1009,  bulletin  of  the  Agricultural  Kvperiment  Station  of 
North  Dakota.  Mr.  E.  F.  Lodd,  food  commissioner  of  that 
s'ate,  has  done  splendid  work  in  exposing  fraud ulettcy  in 
"patent  medicines"  ns  well   an  in  food-stufTs. 
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Oiy-Tonic— Wfcat   Is   It? 

What  is  it?  It  looks'  like,  amclls  like,  tatUa  like,  and 
analyzes  much  liki-  Liquoione.*  Oxy-Tonic  ib  producwi  ami 
sold  by  tlie  Oxj-Tonie  Company.  20fl  Illinois  street,  Chicago. 
It  is  advertised  ae  a.  tonic  germicide,  free  from  spirits  or  druj^ 
of  any  description  wliatsoever.  A  sample.  Lnb.  No.  1837, 
examined  by  this  department  by  Mr.  Ziefle,  was  labeled: 
"Oxy-Tonic.  or  Antiseptic,  'Pick-me-up.'  tor  Internal  and 
External  Use."     Tliey  say  in  tlieir  literature: 

"Tb^re  arc  no  drugs  whatever  Id  tbU  remedy.  Oij-Tonlc.  prchr- 
■blr  80  named  bKauae  ot  tia  oij^rcd  pi'Dp«rtleB  and  tonic  lo  tts 
wonderful  lavlgoratlag  eDecls.  Is  an  oxldlilng  nuld  ot  concentrated 
gaseous  elementg  ol  an  diohous  nature.  Wbclber  used  as  a  medicine 
Internally  or  as  an  anllseptic  eilernslly.  proTes  not  only  harmless 
to  the  system  but  absolutely  revKalliea  ail  weakened  cells  and 
tissues,  and  Is  the  only  method  by  ivhlcb  complete  purlQcatlon  ol  the 
blood  ma;  be  aecompllsbed." 

An  annlysis  of  the  sample  gave  the  folloiving  results : 

Reaction   Acid 

Specific  gravltr 1.0436 

Total  solids   3ai  .    pec  cent. 

Volatile  solids   D4]       per  cent. 

Fixed  solids   (ash) 0101     per  cent. 

Total  acidity  (calculated  as  HiSO,) S1007  per  cent. 

Sutphuroua  add 13TT     per  cent. 

Sulphuric  acid   I<n3     per  cent. 

The  sample  also  contained  a  trace  ot  hydrochloric  acid. 

The  blackening  of  the  total  solids  was  charatteriatic  of  tbe 
action  of  sulphuric  acid  un  organic  matter.  When  the  eoiids 
were  heated,  copious  fumes  of  sulphur  trioxid  were  evolved. 
It  is  clearly  erident,  therefore,  that  Oxy-Tonic  ia  not  what  its 
manufacturers  would  have  the  public  believe;  and  tliat  it  is 
not  possessed  of  oxygen  properties,  hut  rather  of  acid  prop- 
erties due  to  tlie  presence  of  sulphurous  acid  and  sulphuric 
acids;  that  sulphurous  and  sulphuric  acid  are  recognized  as 
drugs;  and  tliat  it  is  not,  as  they  say,  of  gaseous,  oxidizing 
elements.    They  further  say: 

"This  remedy  ia  guaranteed  as  a  positive  speclUc  In  dlphtberla 

"You  may  place  your  traat  In  Oiy-Tonlc  as  a  true  kldne;  remedy: 

stimulates    the    nervous    sygtcm.    aids    nutritive    cbsDRes.    reduces 
conitcstlon,  and  Is  a  sedative  very  soothing  in  Its  action,  etc." 

To  quote  furtlMT: 

"All  orxanlc  veaknesscH,  nervous  debility,  premature  declining 
pover,  drains  and  kindred  nffectlons  yield  speedily  to  Oxy-Tonlc. 
This  Is  accomplished  by  the  direct  effects  that  Oxy-Tonic  baa 
on  the  blood  through  its  vlIalizlDg  and  oxygenating  effects  and  the 
bringing  about  of  a  bealtbtul.  forceful,  good,  yet  normal,  dr- 
cnlatlon." 

They  also  say; 

"Oiy-Tmlc  of  special  Interest  la  ladica.  Tbe  beneflts  to  be 
derived  are  marvelous.    You  can  treat  yourself  at  borne,  etc." 

[*Ltqtiozone   la  one  of  the  mauv   fakcx  exposed  by   Mr.   Adams 
In    ihn    "flreiit    American    Fraud"    aerlea.      It   was   ahown   that   tbe 
of   faked    teatlmonlals    and    when 
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If  we  compare  those  Btal^mcnts  and  the  analyda  with  tlie 
analysis  and  literature  which  naa  sent  out  by  the  Liquozone 
people,  we  eliall  recognize  that  the  product  is  of  tlie  aame  class. 
They  degirribe  it  ad  twlng  proauced  from  the  same  products 
and  "the  virtues  of  Oxy-Tonic  are  derived  solely  from  oxygen 
BDil  other  gases."  Tlien  they  aay;  "Tlie  process  of  bleodiilg 
these  gases  together  under  pressure,  confinpd  in  water  and 
gas-tight  tanks,  wlierein  the  requisite  amount  of  water  has 
first  been  placed  causing  the  same  to  absorb  these  gases,  pro- 
duces the  germicidal  qualities." 

Our  state  [Nortli  Dakota]  di'ug  law  says  that  a  product  is 
adulterated  if  it  be  an  imitation  of,  or  offered  for  sale  under 
the  name  of,  another  article  or  if  it  be  falsely  labeled  in  any 
respect,  with  regard  to  its  composition,  properties,  uses  or 
place  of  manufacture,  or  if  it  bear  any  desigu  which  shall 
deceive  or  tend  to  deceive.  And  further:  "It  is  adulterated  if 
its  strengtli.  quality  or  purity  falls  below  the  professed  stand- 
ard under  which  it  is  sold." 


They  say: 

"IIdw  can  < 

sne  medicine  cure 

so  many  dleeases?     Only  one  con- 

e drawn  (rom   Ibis 

tact,  viz..  that  there  U  one  com- 

ion  cause  foi 

:  tbe  different  dise 

ases.  and  that  cause  Is  the  deadEjr 

Tliey  further  say: 

"It  matters  not  what  may  be  tbe  name  ot  the  disease.  It  has  Its 
orlRla  In  tbc  microbe  and  can  be  cured  by  Oiy-Tonlc  wblch  attacks 
and  destroys  not  tbe  name  but  the  root  ot  tbe  cause." 

They  claim,  therefore,  repeatedly  that  their  product  is  a 
cure,  and  that  all  diseases,  whether  blood  poisoning,  dyspepsia. 
heart  trouble,  liver  complaint,  neuralgia,  lumbago,  nervous 
prostration,  insomnia,  etc.,  all  have  one  common  cause,  the 
inierobe.  It  is  ridiculous  to  consider  such  claims  aa  these. 
They  go  farther  and  say  with  reference  to  their  product  that 
it  contains  "nothing  but  pure  water  impregnated  with  oxygen 
and  otiier  germicidal  gases,  and  contains  no,  alcohol,  opiates, 
or  drugs  of  any  description." 

Now,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  Oxy-Tonic  contains  no  more 
oxygen  than  is  natural  to  common  water,  and  it  contains  no 
other  germicidal  gases,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  detect. 
It  does  contain  sulphuric  acid,  and  it  is  significant  that  at  the 
close  of  their  pamphlet  they  give  a  table  of  poisons  and  their 
"antidotes.  The  first  poison  mentioned  by  them  is  the  class  ot 
acids  of  which  sulphuric  is  one  of  those  named — the  product 
which  is  present  in  Oxy-Tonic  in  larger  proportion  than  any 
■other  Ingredient  besides  water;  and  yet  they  say  that  thi 
product  is  perfectly  harmless. 

In  one  place  they  name  not  less  than  forty-eight  distinct 
diseases   or   ailments   for   which   Oxy-tonic   is   prescribed.     In 
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other  words,  it  seenia  to  be  another  "cure-all,"  good  for  eon- 
sumption,  Hcrofula,  dyspepsia,  liver  and  lieart  trouble  dysen- 
tery, .  Bright's  disease,  dropsy,  neuralgia,  sciatica  and  gout, 
liay  fever  and  la  grippe,  salt  rtieum,  tumors,  sprains,  bron- 
chitis and  tonsillitis,  diphtheria,  nerve  weakness  and  insom- 
nia, besides  many  others  which  are  described  throughout  their 
pmnphlet.  Yet  it  is  a  drug,  or  at  least  contains  drugs  aa 
defined  by  the  U.  S.  P,,  but,  nevertheless,  it  is  described  as 
being  "as  safe  to  drink  as  it  is  to  drink  pure  water,"  Fur- 
ther on  they  add  that  in  many  cases  patients  appear  to  be 
worse  after  using  the  medicine.  The  caiise  is  reaction;  the 
medicine  grappling  the  disease.  Such  is  Oxy-Tonic,  the  World's 
Greatest  "Pick-Me-Up."  Wondrous  advertising;  'it  leads  one 
to  feel  that  Barnum's  claim  that  the  American  people  like  to 
be  humbugged  contains  much  of  truth;  at  least  they  are  not 
always  able  to  discern  the  real  truth  in  much  .cunningly 
worded  advertising  literature.  {From  The  Journal  A.  M.  A., 
Jan.  1,  1310.) 

BADAH'S  HICBOBB  KILLER 

A  correspondent  asks  for  information  concerning  "Radam'a 
Microbe  Killer,"  as  he  has  a  patient  with  cancer  whose  family 
are  strongly   urging  the  use  of  this  nostrum. 

"Eadam's  Microbe  Killer"  was  shown  up  by  Mr.Adams  in 
his  "Great  American  Fraud"  aeries  and  also  in  the  report  of  the 
Australia  Royal  Commission,  This  nostrum  had  a  great  vogue 
some  years  ago  and  then  seemed  to  drop  out  of  notice;  appar- 
ently, however,  it  has  been  revived  recently  and  is  being 
pushed  vigorously,  especially  'n  New  York  City  and  on  the 
Pacific  coast.  A  few  months  ago  the  federal  government  seized 
a  consignment  of  this  preparation  (see  index)  and  served 
notice  on  the  firm  in  whose  possession  it  was  found.  The 
court  decided  that  tie  product  should  be  destroyed  and 
that  the  firm  m  question  shall  pay  all  the  costs  of  the  pro- 
ceedings The  Notice  of  Judgment"  published  by  the  govern- 
ment did  not  give  lu  detail  the  results  of  the  government 
analvsi*!  but  application  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
regarding  the  composition  of  this  nostrum  brought  the  follow- 
ing letter: 

"The  acting  secretary  has  officially  authorized  giving  you  the 
information  relative  to  the  composition  of  'Eadam's  Microbe 
Killer.'    The  results  are  as  follows: 

"Sulphuric   acid    0.6S     per  cent. 

"8iilphurou9   add    O.0I8  per  cent. 

"laorganlc  matter  (ash) '.     0.013  per  cent. 

"Water    by    dlffeieace    00.381   per  cent. 

"The  above  clearly  shows  that  'Radam's  Microbe  Killer'  is  a 
mixture  of  sulphuric  acid  and  sulphurous  acid  dissolved  in 
ordinary  hydrant  water.  It  is  quite  possible  that  the  sulphuric 
acid  may  have  been  present  in  part  a  a  sulphurous  acid," 
{From  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  July  16,  1910.) 
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Many  medicinal  fakes  apparently  lead  a  charmed  life.  They 
may  be  exposed,  ridiculed  and  seemingly  annihilated,  but  in- 
due time  they  are  bound  to  renew  tiieir  existence.  As  a  type 
of  such  fakea  we  may  take  any  of  the  various  aliases  under 
whith  the  venerable  VIeminekx'  solution,  after  falling  into 
diauae,  baa  been  again  and  again  revived  and  recti ristened, 
Vlemincks'  solution  waa  introduced  yeara  ago  as  an  external 
application  for  skin  diseaaea,  and  in  recent  years  haa  been 
exploited  in  slightly  varying  compounds  and  under  varioua 
names:  sulphume,  sulphurine,  golden  lotion,  yellow  lotion, 
liquid  sulphur  and  soluble  sulphur.  This  aolution  is  essen- 
tially an  aqueoaa  aolutioii  of  calcium  polyaulphid  and  thio- 
sulphid,  nuch  as  is  obtained  vhen  a  mixture  of  lime  and  aul- 
phur  is  boiled  in  water.  A  solution  of  this  kind  is  described 
in  the  National  Formulary  under  the  title  of  "Liquor  Calcis 
Sulphuratic."  According  to  the  National  Formulary,  5  ounces 
of  slaked  lime  and  8  ounces  of  sulphur  are  made  to  yield  32 
ounces  of  the  solution,  the  material  costing  about  8  ceuta. 

We  had  hoped  that  the  "liquid  sulphur"  fake  waa  at  last 
dead,  but  this  hope  has  been  dispelled  by  recent  inquiries 
for  "the  formula  of  sulphume,"  and  for  information  in  regard 
to  "soluble  sulphur,"  etc. 

As  the  number  of  inquiries  indicated  a  rather  general 
interest  in  Sulpbume,  the  Association  laboratory  waa  requested 
to  make  an  analysis  of  the  preparation  as  exploited  to-day- 
It  reported  as  followa: 

"A  package  of  Sulphume  recent!]'  purchaaed  bears  the  fol- 
lowing legend; 

'Sulphnme  lor  the  skin  and  blood.  Tbe  contents  a(  this  bLttle 
makea  10  stroai;  sul^iliur  baCbs.  Dote— Internally :  Four  to  six 
drops  at  Sulpbume  In  one-batf  tumbler  of  water  3  times  dally,  one- 
bait  bo ur  after  meals.  Prke  $1.00.  Sulpbume  Company,  Boston, 
U.  8.  A.' 

"Accompanying  the  bottle  is  a  booklet  entitled  'Sulphur 
and  Jta  Benefits  to  Health,'  in  which  Sulphume  is  lauded  for 
its  value  in  treating  all  sorts  of  akin  diseases,  catarrh,  corns, 
bunions,  diabetes,  diphtheria,  female  weakness,  fevers,  hem< 
orrhoids,   rheumatism,  prostatitis,   rickets,   etc. 

"The  preparation,  aa  received  in  the  laboratory  is  an  orange- 
colored  clear  liquid,  which  on  the  addition  of  acid  yields  a 
precipitate  of  sulphur,  accompanied  by  evolution  of  hydrogen 
sulphid.  Tbe  liquid  is  alkaline  toward  litmus.  Qualitative 
tests  showed  the  presence  of  polysulphid,  thiosulpbate  and 
sakium,  but  the  absence  of  sulphate  or  sulphite. 
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''ijuantitattve  determination  showed  tlie  prfscili^e  of  about  1 
gm.  sulphur,  per  100  c.c.  of  Sulphume,  in  the  form  of  tliiosul- 
phate,  Riid  about  4  gm.,  per  100  c.c,  iu  tlie  form  of  poly»ul- 
phid,  making  a  total  of  about  5  gia.  sulphur  per  100  c.u.  of  the 
preparation.  The  calcium  content  was  found  to  be  pqual  to 
2.55  gm.  calcium  oxid   <CaO)   per   100  c.c.  of  Sulphume," 

Sucii  a  solution  of  calcium  sutphid  would  doubtless  be  valu- 
able for  removing  hair  from  hide  as  the  first  stage  of  its 
conversion  to  leather.  White  a  few  physicians  still  believe 
sulphida  to  be  alteratives  and  general  antiseptics  and  to  pos- 
sess some  special  value  in  the  treatment  of  akin  eruptions 
and  recurring  boils  and  even  in  acute  and  general  sepsis,  this 
foul-amelling  remedy  is  now  pretty  generally  ignored.  While 
we  are  afraid  its  disgusting  odor  will  continue  to  be  a  strong 
"talking  point"  for  the  stuff,  let  ua  hope  that  in  due  course 
of  time  the  public  will  learn  the  fallacy  of  the  old  idea  that 
anythiijg  that  is  nasty  in  taste  or  odor  must  be  "powerfully 
good  inedkine."     (,From  The  Journal  S.  U.  A.,Dec.  2,  1911.)  ' 
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Sulphurro  is  the  name  of  a  cure-all  sold  by  the  C.  M.  C. 
Stewart  Sulphur  Company,  Inc.,  Seattle,  Wash.  It  ia  a  brown- 
ish-yellow liquid  having  the  odor  of  rotten  eggs  and  decayed 
cabbage.  It  is  to  be  used,  so  the  manufacturer  says,  in  such 
conditions  as  rheumatism,  asthma,  gaiter,  eczema,  dyspepsia 
and  aU  diseases  of  the  stomach,  bowels,  kidneys,  skin  and 
blood.  It  may  also  be  used  Qs  a  rectal  enema,  a  vaginal 
douehe  or  as  an  eye  wash.  A  specimen  of  this  nostrum  was 
sent  by  Dr.  A.  E  Hillis,  IjiMoure,  N.  D.,  and  a  cursory  exam- 
ina'tion  of  the  stuff  was  made  by  the  Association's  chemists. 
They  reported  as  follows: 

"Chemical  eiaminstlan  shows  (bat  Sulpburro  Is  essential!;  iilmlla; 
to  Suliihume.  That  Is  to  sn;,  It  is  a  sulutlon  of  caMuiu  aiilpMil  and 
responds  to  testa  for  calcium,  aulpbld.  polysulphld  and  b^droxld. 
Like  Sulphume  tben.  It  Is  evidently  a  BOlutloD  Bucb  aa  la  obtained 
when  lime,  sulphur  and  water  are  balled  together." 

Out  readers  will  remember  that  Sulphume  was  dealt  with 
in  Tub  Journal,  Dec.  2,  IBll.  Sulphurro  is  not  worth  a  more 
extended  notice.  Of  course,  it  will  not  cure  rheumatism, 
asthma,  eczema  or  any  of  the  other  hundred -and -one  diseases 
for  which  it  is  recommended.  There  is  little  doubt,  however, 
that  it  will  find  a  ready  sale  among  those  who  believe  that 
the  therapeutic  value  of  a  remedy  is  in  direct  ratio  to  the 
vilenesB  of  its  odor. 
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VITJG-ORE 

ni3TOBtCAL 

VittP-Ore   U   a   typical   "eure-nU."     It    lins    been    exploited 

for  the  past  fifteen  yeate  by  its  owner  and  "discoverer"  (I) 

Theopliilua  Noel.     Tiiis  gentleman  nse  formerly  engaged  in 

the  newspaper  buainesa  and  later  in  mining  and  is  said  to  lay 


clnimB  to  special  knowledge  as  a  geologist  and  mineralogist 
We  are  informed  that  lie  came  to  Chicago  in  ISfll  and  engaged 
in  the  "patent  medicine"  business,  advertising  and  selling 
Vitie-Ore,  wliicli  he  claimed  to  be  a  mineral  which  he  had 
discovered  somewhere  in  Florida  or  Mexico.    This  preparation 
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is  Bold  in  the  fonn  of  b  powder  put  op  In  envelopes  which 
retail  at  $1.00  each.  It  is  Bupposed  to  be  dissolved  in  water 
and  taken  internally.  The  advertisements,  which  appear 
mainly  in  religious  papers,  state: 

"It  \b  a  mEaernl  remedy,  s  camblnatlon  of  gubslances  team  wbloh 
many  of  the  world's  noted  turatlve  aprlogs  derive  medicinal  power 
and  heallDR  virtue.  These  properties  of  the  spriDgs  come  trom  tbe 
□atursi  deposits  of  mineral  !□  tbe  earth  tbrougli  whicb  water  forces 
tl9  way.  only  a  very  small  proportion  of  tbe  medldoal  substance 
belDg  taken  up  by  the  liquid." 

An  analysis  publislied  in  Bulletin  No.  69  of  the  North 
Dakota  Agricultural  CoHege  Experiment  Station  states  that 
VitJ£-Ore  is  simply  ferric  Bul»ulphate  (Monsel's  salt),  to 
which  a  little  magnesium  sulphate  (Epsom  salt),  has  been 
added.  Our  readers  can  readily  choose  the  more  reliable  of 
these  two  statements.  One  can  also  readily  understand  how 
exceedingly  beneficial  Monsei's  salts  and  Epsom  salts  would 
be  in  cases  of  rheumatism,  diabetes,  Briglit's  disease,  gout, 
"stonlach  trouble,"  dipiitherja  and  the  other  diseases  for 
which  Vitie-Ore  is  recommended. 

This  nostrum  is  also  interesting  as  showing  the  profits  to 
be  derived  from  such  a  business.  In  1301  Mr.  Noel  ia  said  to 
have  heen  compellud  to  peddle  his  nostrum  in  person  in  order 
to  obtain  Buflicient  means  to  start  his  business.  Two 
years  later^l893 — he  is  reported  to  have  had  in  his 
employ  two  girls  and  three  men.  The  extent  of  the  estab- 
Ushment  was  three  or  four  rooms  and  a  basement.  The 
business  now  occupies  a  three  story  building  covering  three 
building  lots.  Tbe  owner  has  a  summer  home  in  Michigan,  a 
winter  home  in  California,  a  permanent  residence  in  Chicago 
and  spends  most  of  his  time  in  travel.  It  is  alleged  that  one 
of  hia  recent  trips  to  Germany  was  for  the  purpose  of  being 
treated  for  chronic  rheumatism,  which  evidently  Vitie-Ore  had 
failed  to  relieve.  It  is  claimed  that  the  present  assets  of 
the  company  amount  to  over  $200,000. 

Aa  has  been  said,  most  of  the  advertising  of  this  firm  has 
been  carried  on  in  the  religious  papers.  Here  we  have  further 
evidence  that  piety,  properly  exploited,  is  a  valuable  asset  in 
the  "patent  medicine"  business. 

However,  the  founder  of  this  edifying  mixture  of  faith  and 
works  is  no  longer  the  dominant  factor  in  tlie  business.  One 
is  led  to  wonder  whether  rheumatism  has  had  anything  to  do 
with  his  retirement.  Surely  not,  since  the  advertisement 
states  that  "Thousands  of  people  testify  to  tbe  eftieacy  of 
VitiC'Cre  in  relieving  and  curing  rheumatism,"  and  that  "This 
medicine  curea,  whether  the  sufferer  believes  it  or  not."  The 
principal  factor  in  the  business  is  now  Dr.  Joseph  R.  Noel, 
who  was  graduated  in  1894  from  Jefferson  Medical  College, 
practiced  three  years  at  Ogden  and  Harrison  streets,  Chicago, 
and  taught  therapeutics  for  a  time  at  one  of  the  night  medi- 
cal schools  of  Chicago.  Did  he  advise  his  students,  we  wonder, 
to  prescribe  Vitie-Ore   for   rheumatism  T     Did  he   leam  his 
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present  thenpy  at  JefferaonT  Be  bas  recently  opened  a  bank, 
possibly  as  an  outlet  for  the  money  sent  him  by  renders  ot 
religious  papem'.  It  is  possible  that  he  foresees  tfae  coming 
end  of  the  nostrum  business,  and  wishes  to  "make  to  UmBelf 

friends  of  tliu  niiimraon  of  unrighteousness."  [From  The 
Journal  A.  M.  A.,  Feb.  16,  1907,  with  modifiratioTii.) 


ZYHOTOm 

Dr.  Amold'a  Zymotoid,  h  noatrum  manufactured  by  Amild'a 
Zymotoid  Company,  Rockford,  II!.,  is  claimed  to  be  an  "anti- 
septic, germicide  and  antiphlogistic"  which  "has  Bbsolutely  no 
peer  in  medicine."  According  to  the  statementa  of  the  manu- 
facturer, Zymotoid  ia  "aucceaafally  employed  not  only  as  an 
external  dressing  on  all  wounded  and  diseased  Burfa.ce9,  but 
in  all  zymotic  conditions  wherein  a  reliable  antiseptic  and 
germicide  ia  needed  internally."  And  in  telling  physicians  of 
the  great  value  of  Zymotoid  the  company  says: 

"We  aesnrfil  tbem  that  [[  thejr  would  simply  place  Zjmotold 
'next'  to  any  wounded  BUr&ce— and  nothing  else — they  would  have 
□o  lufiammatlon,  no  suppuration,  no  Inrectlou  oi  blood  poison.  Its 
prompt  use  In  all  cases  wberv  such  trouble  arises  gives  im mediate 
and  certain  cellel." 

Thia  ia  a  large  contract  to  be  undertaken  by  Zymotoid — or 
any  other  preparation — which,  as  will  be  shown,  consists 
principally  of  boric  acid  and  water.  The  company  also 
appends  to  its  announcement  concerning  Zymotoid  a  number 
of  the  usual  testimonials  and  a  lot  of  alleged  "case  reports." 

Zymotoid  seems  to  be  exploited  principally  by  circulars 
addressed  to  physicians  and  by  agents  who  attempt  to  sell 
it  to  physicians.  They  also  try  to  work  factories  and  other 
large  employers  of  labor.  In  their  circular  to  physicians 
they  claim  tllat  "Zymotoid  is  strictly  ethical."  And  "we 
publish  its  composition."  The  composition  given  is:  "sulphur, 
niter,  cinnamon  and  boric  acid  in  gaseous  solution."  It  is 
also  claimed  to  be  "a  chemical  compound — not  a  mixture — 
which  is  wholly  non- toxic  and  can  be  used  as  freely  as 
desired  internally  absolutely  without  harm  to  the  smallest 
child."    On  the  label  of  the  Zymotoid  package  is  the  following: 

"Zymotoid  Is  a  conccatrated  chemical  compound  canslBtlng  of  the 
solids  and  gases  ot  sulphur,  potassium  nitrate,  cinnamon  and  carbon 
beld  in  a  solution  of  boric  acid." 

A  specimen  of  Zymotoid  was  examined  by  our  chemists  and 
their  report  follows.  As  will  be  seen,  it  is  simply  another 
fraud  of  the  Liquoione-Oxy tonic-Sept icide  type. 


Zymotoid  is  a  pale  yellow  liquid  having  a  strong  odor  like 
sulphur  dioxid.  No  odor  suggestive  of  cinnamon  was  observed 
even  after  the  sulphur  dioxid  had  been  fixed  by  the  addition 
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of  an  alkali.  Qualitative  tests  indicated  the  preience  of  boric 
acid,  aulphurie  acid,  sulphur  dioxid  and  traces  each,  of  a 
nitrate,  potassium  and  some  unidentified  organic  matter. 
Alkaloids,  cinnamic  acid,  glycerin  and  soaps  were  absent. 
From  the  results  of  the  quantitative  examination  it  is  con- 
cluded that  the  (composition  of  Zymotoid  is  essentially  as 
follows : 

Boric  acid   (HaBOt) .* 0.63T  gm. 

Sulphur  dioi Id  (SO3) 0.12B  gm. 

Sulphuric  acid   (HtSO.) 0.048  gm. 

potassium  nitrate trace 

Unidi^Dlified  organic  matter trace 

Water  ("by  difference)  to  make lOO  c.e. 

The  analysis  shows  tliat  but  for  tlie  presence  o(  boric  acid 
the  composition  of  Zymotoid  is  similar  to  other  fraudulent 
"microbe  killers"  which  have  been  exploited  in  recent  years 
and  of  which  some  have  been  declared  misbranded  by  the  fed- 
eral government.  For  example,  "Radam's  Microbe  Killer"  was 
found  by  tiie  federal  chemists  to  be  composed  of  water,  con- 
taining small  quantities  of  sulphur  dioxid  and  sulphuric  acid. 
"Liquozone,"  another  nostrum  which  was  widely  exploited  a 
few  years  ago,  is  said  to  have  a  similar  composition.  Accord- 
ing to  an  analysis  made  at  the  North  Uakota  Agricultural 
Experiment  Station,  "Oxytonic"  has  a  similar  composition. 
The  nostrum  "Septicide,"  was  found  by  the  federal  chemists 
to  be  composed  of  water  with  small  quantities  of  sulphur 
dioxid,  sulphuric  acid  and  a  trace  of  a  nitrate.  [Frum  'fke 
Journal  A.  M.  A.,  A^ril  6,  ISIS.) 
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SOME  BRITISH  ANALYSES 

Under  the  title  "Secret  Remedies,"  the  British  Medical  Jour- 
nal gives  the  results  of  analjsea  made  of  a  few  of  the  most 
widely  advertised  cough  medicines.  The  analysis  of  cough  mix- 
tures is  not  easy,  as  many  of  the  ingredients  used  are  devoid  of 
definite  active  prineiplea  that  ean  be  identified.  The  formulas, 
even  it  they  are  given,  do  not  necessarily  represent  the  actual 
ingredientB.  The  discovery  of  potent  remedies,  such  as  prepara- 
tions of  opium,  ipecacuanha,  etc.,  ia  more  important  and  more 
likely  to  be  successful. 

Kay's  Linaeed  Componnd 

According  to  the  analyses,  this  preparation  is  fairly  repre- 
sented by  ipecacuanha   wine,  42  minims;   morphin   1/T  grain; 
chloroform  6.  minims  in  each  fluid  ounce. 
Owbtidge's  Long  Tonic 

This  much -advertised  "patent  medicine"  is  a  similar  prep- 
aration to  Kay's  Linseed  Compound. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed 

This  has  been  reputed  to  contain  morphin  and  evidence  has 
been  brought  to  that  effect  in  legal  proceedings,  but  the 
analyses  showed  0.012  per  cent,  of  an  alkaloid  which  was  not 
morphin,  although  it  may  have  been  one  of  the  derivatives 
of  that  alkaloid.  It  is  evident  that  the  composition  of  tbe 
remedy  has  been  changed, 

Dt.  Kilmer's  Indian  Congh  Cuie 

Analysis  of  this  nostrum,  which  is  manufactured  in  the 
United  States,  showed  that  100  parts  contained  63  parts  of 
solids,  of  which  practically  the  whole  was  sugar;  there  was 
also  present  about  2  per  cent,  of  alcohol  and  about  0.6  per 
cent,  of  oil  of  pine,  with  rather  leas  than  0.1  per  cent,  of  a 
resinous  substance  agreeing  well  with  the  resins  from  com- 
pound tincture  of  benzoin;  a  small  resinous  deposit  also  re- 
mained adhering  to  the  inside  of  the  bottle.  A  trace  of  a 
bitter  yellowish  substance  was  present,  which  may  have  been 
the  aloes  contained  in  the  compound  tincture,  but  did  not 
agree  perfectly  with  it  in  character;  the  quantity  was  too 
minute  for  exact  identification.  No  altaloid  was  present. 
Ciosby'a  Balsamic  Cough  Elixir 

Analysis  showed  the  presence  of_  sugar,  a.  trace  of  chloro- 
form,   sulphuric   acid,   acetic    acid;    a   trace   of   an   aromatic 
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eubstance  probably  dernel  from  tolu  and  a  minute  trace  of 
alkaloid  He  Bulpl  uric  acid  correapon  led  ti  40  miniuis  of 
tlie  olbcial  dilute  sulphuric  acid  in  one  ftui  lounce 

Vena  3  Lightning  Cough  Cure 
This  patent  medicine  contained  glycerin  alcohol  and  a 
amall  amount  of  ream  and  no  alkaloid  was  present  Tl  ere 
IS  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  resin  is  derived  from 
Gnndeha  r  busto  but  po'itue  proof  of  the  presence  of  this 
drug  could  not  be  obtained 

EeatiDg  3  Oiugh  Lozenges 

These  were  found  to  correspond  approximatelv  to   the  fol 

lowing   formula       Morphin    0  007    grain       ipeeacuanha    0  07 

grain     extract  of  liconcc    2  1  giains     sugar    13  grains  in  one 

Beechams  CoDgb  Pills 

The  composition  of  these  pills  ii  expre^ie  1  as  follows 
Morphm  0  0035_grain  poudeied  squill  0  1  gram  powdered 
aniseed  0  3  grain  amraoniacum  0  3  gram  extract  of  lico 
nee.  0.4  grain  in  one  pill.  (Front  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  Feb. 
13,  1909.) 


DAH6ESS  OF  COUGH  MEDICINES 
Jane's  Expectorant 

Newspapers  reoentlj  chronicled  the  death  of  a  child  in  Cin- 
cinnati from  an  overdose  of  a  "patent  medicine."  We  com- 
municated with  the  coroner,  who  kindly  aent  us  a  copy  of  the 
■  verdict.  After  recounting  in  the  usual  fashion  the  name,  age, 
etc.,  of  the  deceased,  the  verdict  goen  on  to  atate: 

"The  testimony  shows  that  this  child  had  been  troubled 
with  a  cough  for  the  past  five  jears;  that  he  had  always 
been  quite  pale  and  had  slept  a  great  dtaL  The  statement 
is  also  made  that  in  thl^  family  Jayne's  Expectorant  had 
been  used  for  all  the  children 

''This  proprietary  remedy  has  on  its  label  the  statement 
that  each  fluid  ounce  contains  15  per  cent  of  alcohol  and 
one  and  one  fifth  grains  of  opium.  The  single  dose  of  this 
remedy  given  in  this  case  couli  not  have  caused  the  child's 
death,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  continued  U'<e  of  the 
remedy  containing  opium,  even  in  a  comparatively  small 
dose,  is  harmful,  and  especially  so  to  infants  and  children. 
"The  pale  color  and  the  driiwsiness  can  be  accounted  for 
by  the  prolonged  use  of  opium,  and  the  attention  of  par- 
ents can  not  be  too  strongly  called  to  the  danger  of  the 
use  of  such  remedies  for  children  as  those  that  owe  their 
efficacy  to  tbi*  drug"  (From  The  Jovrpal  A.  M.  A., 
March  f-i,  inOS.) 
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BdII'i  Cougli  Syrup 
Dr.  J.  W.  Shafer,  Morocco,  Tnd.,  reported  the  death  of  a. 
child,  aged  23  months,  who  hbd  drank  iibout  an  ounce  of  "Dr. 
Bull's  Cough  Syrup."  A  bbttlo  of  this  preparation  was  an- 
alyzed, and,  according  to  the  analysis.  Bull's  Cough  Syrup  con- 
tains in  100  c.c.  0.0534  gui.  of  morphin  sulphate;  approxi- 
mately ^  of  a  grain  ia  one  fluid  ounce. 

Rez  Coueh  Syrup 
Dr.  T.  C.  Buxtor,  Decatur,  HI.,  reported  the  death  of  n  child 
from  Bex  Cough  Syrup. — The  Joubhal,  Feb.  0,  1007,  p.  535. 


GOWAirS  PNEnHONIA  CURE 
This  preparation,  which  was  esamined  in  the  laboratory  of 

the  American  Medical  Association,  was  not  con  Hide  red  of 
sufficient  importance  to  warrant  an  exhaustive  chemical  analy- 
sis, as  its  general  character,  sufficient  for  all  practical  pur- 
poses, can  be  determined  by  a  cursory  examination.  The 
"pneumonia  cure"  as  found  on  the  market  ia  a  brownish  oint- 
ment, having  an  odor  of  camphor.  When  applied  to  the  skin, 
or  subjected  to  a  temperature  approximately  that  of  the  body, 
it  becomes  liquid.  It  is  almost  completely  soluble  in  chloro- 
form, indicating  the  absence  of  any  applicable  quantity  of 
water  or  inorganic  constituents.  Tests  indicate  that  the  base 
of  the  ointment  is  a  fat.  From  these  facts  we  conclude  that 
"Gowan's  Pneumonia  Cure"  is  an  ointment  composed  of  some 
fat  having  a  low  melting  point  and  containing  camphor,  and, 
if  the  statements  on  the  label  are  to  be  given  credence,  a 
small  quantity  of  opium. 

This  nostrum  is  recommended  by  the  purveyors  aa  a  valu- 
able remedy  for  local  application  and  it  is  said  to  be  "anti- 
septic, nutrient,  antipyretic  and  diaphoretic."  It  is  claimed 
that  it  will  determine  blood  to  the  surface  and  relieve  con- 
gestion. Tlie  base  is  said  to  be  emulsilied  fats  which  are 
readily  absorbed  and  the  implicHtion  is  made  that  the  other 
constituents,  also,  are  absorbed.  It  probably  equals  in  thera- 
peutic  value   the   old   fashioned   camphorated   oil   application. 

T_ ^  ^^^^  other  so-called  '■cures"  sold  to  the  public,  its 

in  the  false  sense  of  security  its  use  engenders. 

A  sample  of  "Gowan's  Pneumonia  Cure"  has  also  been 
analyzed  at  the  government  laboratory  (see  index)  and  the 
product  was  found  to  consist  of: 

Lard  Oplnm 

CamphoF  KtearlD 

Turpentloe  Quinio 

Carbolic  acid  Quinin  sulphate 

The  proprietors  of  this  nostrum  were  convicted  and  fined 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  for  misbranding  their  product. 
(Prom  The  Journal  A.  J/.  ,1.,  May  II,  IHOS,  iciifc  additions.} 
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KOCHE'S  EMBROCATION 

Jtoche's  Embrocation  is  a  nostrum  and  its  exact  compo- 
sition is  not  known.  From  published  formulas  it  appears 
that  it  is  prepared  by  digesting  a  fatty  oil  with  asafelida. 
The  following  formula  for  a  similar  preparation  has  been 
published :  Coarsely  powdered  asafetida  and  alkanet,  each 
5.0  gm.  (75  grains),  are  digested,  with  olive  oil,  180  gms.  {6 
iluidounces),  during  eight  days  and  then  filtered.  To  the 
clear  filtrate  are  added  oil  of  caraway,  oil  of  turpentine,  eacli 
9.0  gm.  {2.2!>  fluiddrama),  oil  of  pine  needles,  1.2  gm.  (18 
minima),  and  oil  of  bergamot,  0.8  (12  minims).  Another 
published  formula  directs  that  2.5  gm.  (38  grains)  asafetida 
be  digested  for  a  few  hours  with  60  gm.  (2  ounces)  olive  oil; 
the  clear  oil  ie  decanted  and  mixed  with  2  gm,  (30  minima) 
each  of  oil  of  caraway  and  oil  of  turpentine,  and  a  few  drops 
of  oil  of  bergamot. .  (From  The  Journal  A.  U.  A.,  Aug.  17, 
190T.) 
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AHIIDIABETICUM 
A  coirespondeat  asks  for  information  regarding  "Bauer's 
Antidiabeticum,"  a  preparation  exploited  by  the  Sauiu- 
Geaellacliaft  of  KoetzBclienbroda- Dresden.  He  atatea  tliat  tbe 
"literature"  aent  out  concerning  tliia  preparation  ia  eltremely 
quackish  and  lie  wonders  if  tlie  product  is  not  in  the  same 

Advertising  matter  on  Bauer's  An:  idiabeticum  ia  a  good 
illustration  of  tlie  "literature"  of  "patent  medieinea"  Id  gen- 
eral. Making  allowance  for  somewhat  imperfect  English,  we 
gather  from  it  that  previous  attempts  to  cure  diabetes  have 
failed  but  ttiat  tbe  author  has  made  a  great  discovery  by 
which,  the  cauae  of  the  disease  being  kDOWn,  be  is  able  to 
present  a  scientific  treatment.  The  cause  of  diabetes  in  his 
view  ia  simply  an  "indigestion  of  the  severeat  kind,  a  weaken' 
ing  and  a  refusal  to  act  on  the  part  of  the  nerves  regulating 
the  so-called  'dexua  sympathicua'  which  causes  auto-poisons  to 
pass  into  the  blood,  thus  causing  gradual  dissociation  of  the 
blood  and,  therefore,  deficient  functions  of  all  the  tissues  of 
the  body."  His  explanation  of  previous  failures  is  as  fol- 
lowa:  "All  the  diHerent  cures  for  diabetes  failed  until  now, 
only  because  of  their  inability  to  f)ght  and  to  render  innocuous 
the  diabetic  acids,  poisons  and  parasites;  especially  aeeton, 
acetic  and  oxy butyric  acid."  The  true  cure  is,  of  course, 
Bauer's  Antidiabeticum,  After  describing  the  symptoms,  the 
author  proceeds  as  followa;  "Bauer's  Antidiabeticum  in  con- 
junction with  the  new  diabetes  therapy  does  gradually  away 
with  all  these  aymptoms.  Open  wounds  are  rapidly  cured 
through  a  strict  diet  along  with  the  use  of  Bauer's  Anti- 
diabeticum; slowly,  however,  when  the  albumins  of  the  body 
are  already  decomposing  into  sugar,  when  the  blood  Is  pro- 
greasing  favourably  the  tissues  of  all  sorts  which  were 
destroyed  by  the  poisons  regenerate  gradually." 

There  is  no  limit  to  hia  enthusiasm  regarding  his  great  dis- 
covery. "I  wish  hereby  to  call  again  particular  attention  to 
the  absolutely  certain  cure  of  wounds  after  uaing  'Bauer's 
Antidiabeticum,'  especially  after  amputation,  aa  I  have  proved 
on  various  cases."  He  cautions  us,  however,  that  "every  case 
is  curable  in  which  the  diabetic  poisons  have  not  gone  beyond 
o  certain  limit," 

Tlie  "literature,"  so  far  as  we  can  learn,  gives  no  informa- 
tion as  to  the  composition  of  this  wonderful  remedy.  There 
appears    to    be   some    difference    in    the    composition    of    the 
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product  aa  made  in  the  United  States  and  Germany.  Tlie 
following  is  the  method  of  preparing,  according  to  the  U.  8. 
patent  spccificatlonB : 

BOOO  em.  Eugenta  }nmbo1ana  and  TiOOO  gm.  dried  kola  nats  are 
mixed  and  giound  as  floe  as  passible.  Then  125  gm.  lime  and  2SO0 
gm,  water  are  added  end  the  mixture  triturated  At  a  gentle  heat  and 
Chen  allowed  to  stand  lor  24  hours.  Carbon  dioild  Is  run  In  till 
the  alkflllQlty  of-  the  mlituce  Is  about  0.2  per  cent.  Then  water 
Is  added  at  S0°  C.  and  the  mixture  Altered  through  animal  char- 
coat.     The  resulting  liquid  has  a  specific  gravlt;  of  1.02. 

According  to  Hahn-Holfert-Arenda  (Spezialitaten  und 
Geheimmitte],  edition  6,  1906,  p.  24),  however,  the  composition 
is  said  to  be :  , 

Eit.    Condurango    '. 1! 

.  Jambolana   fruK    11    ^ 

Jambolana   bark    15  gm. 

Sit.    Arthante    10  gm. 

Flaiseed    00  gm. 

Bay  leaves    2  gm. 

Eit.   Gentian 15  gm. 

Rosemarj   flower    5  3~ 

Est.  Calami   15  g 

Star   anise    3  g 

Sodium   chlorid    30  g 

Est.   Cinchona,   alcoholic    IB  gm. 

Salicylic  acid   3  gm. 

It  is  needless  to  aay  that  no  physician  who  understands  the 
patliology  of  diahctca  would  expect  to  cure  the  disease  by  means 
of  such  an  absurd  combination.  (From  The  Journal  A.  U.  A., 
July  SO,  1910.) 
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Bearing  in  mind  that  the  nostrum  exploiter  finds  his  most 
fertile  field  in  the  "treatment"  of  those  diseases  which  kill 
slowly,  it  is  not  surprising  to  find  many  fake  specifics  on 
the  market  for  the  cure  of  diabetes.  The  average  victim  of 
this  disease  rebels  at  the  only  treatment  which  holds  out 
any  hope  of  success — careful  dieting  and  strict  attention  to 
hygiene—and  demands  of  the  physician  the  impossible;  a  dri^ 
that  is  specific  for  his  ailment.  Those  who  treat  diabetica 
know  how  terribly  dilBcult  it  is  to  get  these  patients  to  obey 
the  orders  as  to  diet,  etc.,  and  how  extremely  prone  such  unfor- 
tunates are  to  experiment  with  the  thou  sand -and -one  "cures" 
recommended  to  them  by  well-meaning  friends  or  by  the 
manufacturers.  The  field  is  thus  a  rich  one  for  the  nostrum 
exploiter  and  needless  to  say  is  being  assiduously   tilled. 

"Diahetol"  is  put  on  the  market  by  the  Ames  Chemical 
Company,  Whitney's  Point,  N.  Y.,  and  is  heralded  through 
the  newspapers  as  "A  New  Discovery  for  the  Cure  of  Diabetes 
and  Kidney  Diseases."  The  "discovery"  was  made,  we  are 
told,  by  Frank  M.  Ames,  a  civil  engineer,  who  spent  more 
than  twenty  years  in  tropical  American  coimtries,  most  of 
the  time  being  in  "tropical  jungles."  From  an  "absolutely 
reliable"  native  Mr.  Amea  learned  of  the  existence  of  a  "herb 
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that  would  cure  diibeteB,"  anil  from  experimenli!  wJiich  he 
has  made  with  this  "herbal  remedy"  be  finds  that  it  "has  a 
direi^t  specific  action  in  the  cure  of  this  dreaded  disease." 

In  the  advertising  pamphlet  the  physician  is  totd  that 
"diabetol  ia  not  a  patent  or  secret  medicine."  How  much 
reliance  can  be  placed  on  tbia  statement  ma;  be  seen  by 
the  following  reply  from  the  Ames  Chemical  Company  to  a 
physician  who,  on  the  strength  of  the  above  claim,  wrote  for 
information  regarding  this  nostrum: 


e  4a  ni 


inly  knc 


the 


erowB,  trhlcb  of  c!c 
protect  ourselvcB/ 

"Diabetol  herb  will  certilnlj 


bet  be  r  II  1; 
Ddlan 


ould   Bay   In    rcEHrd   to  our 
i  been  clasalBetf  botanical ly 


[ItaHcaoura.— Eb-l  U 

dlabetiB  and  do  It  qnlck.    .  ■.    ." 

The  old  scheme  of  a  "home-made"  uranalysis,  by  which  the 

patient  may  confidently  be  expected  to  frighten  himself  into 

purchasing  tlie  nostrum,  is  worked  as  follows: 

"Set  aside  a  qnantlt;  of  your  morning  arlne  for  twentv-fon 
■    a  II  foand  cloudj,  stringy  or  witb  aedimeot  there  la  so 


.eby  eliminating  the  invasfoa  of  Dlabetea  or  Brl 


■Igbfs 


It  is  hardly  necesaary  to  say  that  this  "teat"  will  indicate 
the  presence  of  incipient  diabetes  or  Bright's  disease  in  no 
small  portion  of  the  human  .race. 

On  an  advertising  circular  headed,  "First  week  results 
with  Diabetol,"  tjie   following  atatementa   are   made: 

"Diabetol  acts  like  maglt  Id  the  care  of  diabetes  and  the  patient 
Improves  rapidly  from  {be  first  doso.  Note  a  few  of  the  msrveloug 
results.  Can  any  other  remedy  approilmate  It?  We  challenge 
comparison." 

Then  follows  a  list  of  individuals  who.  enthusiastically 
endorse  Diabetol.  The  worldly -wisdom  of  the  exploiter  of 
Diabetol  in  publishing  "first  week  results"  instead  of  later 
reports,  was  made  evident  when  we  began  to  receive  letters 
from  physicians  to  whom  we  had  written  for  further  informa- 
tion, regarSing  these  cases.     ~ 


I    It;    died    abont   3 


"Have  gained  5  pounds  in  12 
days  and  apeclflc  eravlty  lowered 
13  points  with   a   Blight   reduc- 


"The  trial    trcatn 
la    your    remedy. " - 


■enter red  with  both  the 
chief  of  police  and  postmaster 
— -■  —  "— —  ■ -  -  party 


d  am  unable  to  locate  a 


DIABETES    CUBES 


iabelol  and   1   Iblnk  it 


:rl«l  package  fou  sen 
e]     DiDcb     Im  proved 

— B.  N.  T.,  New  Yor 


:lred  sample,  and   It  has 
ble  Impravement  In  me." 


"The  Bample  package  bi 
has  proved  more  tban 
factory."— 4.  P.   B.,   New 


CS'S. 


b  24  hours  t 


:   weight   from 
,    .    Sbe 

o-day  examined  a  sample  of  ber 
irlne  aod  flnd  tbe  sp.  gr.   1.034 

vltb  pleut;  of  sugar. 

ppeara 


"Mr  E.  N.  1 

hc'ls  "^T[  wt 
that  iGhen  he  a 
diet  and  takes 


idber 


:    be    lulls    I 


"The  partj  referred  ti 


DIabetol  did  him  no  good." 
"Mr.    J.    N.    II.    bad    dlBbet< 


loaded  wltl 


To  determine  bo  far  as  possible  what  the  nature  of  this 
marvelous  "tropical  herb"  is,  the  help  of  Prof.  C.  F.  Millsiraugh 
waa  sought.  Professor  Miltspaugh  ia  curator  of  the  depart- 
meut  of  botany  of  tbe  Field  Museum,  Chicago,  an  instjtutioti 
having  one  of  the  moat  extensive  collections  in  botany  extant, 
enabling  the  experts  there  to  determine'  the  character  and 
source  of  almost  anything  that  belongs  to  the  plant  world. 
Professor  Millspaugh's  report; 


'1  have  this  day  examined  the  contents  of  a  pacl^age 
of  Diabetol  Herb  received  from  you  in  original  and 
unbroken  package.  The  package  contains  broken  young 
stems  and  leaves  with  a  few  flower  bnds  and  bits  of  devel- 
oped fiowers  intermixed.  All  the  material  ia  from  a  shrub 
belonging  to  the  Bignonia  family  and  known  as  Stenola- 
hium  stans  (L.)  Don.  (Bignonia  stans  Linn.;  Tecotna 
slant  Juss.)  This  sbrub  grown  more  or  less  plentifully 
from  Arizona  southward  through  Mexico  and  Central 
America  to  the  northern  part  of  South  America,  through- 
out the  West  Indies  and  to  the  Bahamas  and  south 
Florida.  The  contents  of  the  package  su^eats  to  me 
that  its  source  was  somewhere  near  the  State  of  Hidalgo, 
Mexico. 


.t.)t.l<^lc 


462 


\OSTKUilS 


*'Tlii8  shrub  lias  more  or  less  local  reputation  as  k 
diuretic  and  is  used  to  some  exteot  for  tiiat  purpose  by 
the  natives  of  the  regions  in  which  it  grows. 

Kearly  ail  of  the  widely  advertised  cures  for  diabetes  liave 
a  diuretic  action — that  is  to  say,  they  increase  the  amount  of 
urine  excreted.  The  result  of  this  increased  excretion  is  to 
rrduce  the  praporlion  of  su^r  as  any  given  specimen.  This 
leads  to  tlie  fallacious  belief  that  the  amount  of  sugar  has 
been  decreased.  To  guard  against  this  fallacy,  all  of  the  urine 
passed  in  any  given  ^4  hours  should  be  saved  and  a  portion 
of  this  tested.  The  viciousness  of  selling  drugs,  or  combina- 
tion of  drugs,  that  are  irritant  to  the  kidneys,  as  "cures"  for 
a  disease  that  in  ilaclf  irritates  these  organs,  needs  no  demon- 
stration. 

Diabetol,  then,  dilTers  not  at  all  from  otiier  nostnims  of  its 
class.  Tlie  mysterious  secret  herb,  the  absurdly  broad  claims, 
the  wort1ile»s  testimonials,  the  exploiter  without  medical 
knowledge— all  these  elements  enter  into  so  many  of  the 
widely  advertised  "'sure  cures"  that  one  would  think  that 
the  very  Inck  of  originality  would  make  their  sale  impossible. 
But  there  is  no  limit  to  the  credulity  of  the  hopelessly  ill 
and  on  this  n-eakne.is  the  great  American  fraud  thrives. 
(Modified  fi-om  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  July  9,  1910.) 

TWO  BBITISH  ANALYSES 

According  to  the  British  Mtdical  Journal,  Dec.  20,  1908,  not 

many   preparations   are   advertised   for   the   cure  of   diabetes. 


such  cases,  ncre  found  to  be  mixtures  of  well-known  ingredi- 
ents, none  of  which  can  be  supposed  to  produce  the  wonderful 
results  claimed  in  the  advertisements. 
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Via  UranS  Pesqni's  (Pesqui's  Uranium  Wine) 
ITiis  nofltrum  proved  to  be  a  very  ordinary  Bordeaux  wine 
each  30  c.c.  ( 1  fluidouace)  of  which  contained  uranium  equiv- 
alent to  0.0055  gm.  (1/12  grain)  of  the  nitrate.  Although 
the  manufacturers  claim  that  pepsin  is  added  to  the  wine,  no 
digestive  power  whatever  on  egg  albumin  could  be  detected. 


DiIl*B  Diabetic  Mixture 
Analysis  of  this  preparation  yielded  results  indicating  the 
following  formula:  sodium  bicarbonate,  7.4;  extract  of  hy- 
drastis,  l.S;  resin,  resinoid  and  other  extractives,  2.2;  alcohol, 
35;  water  to  100.  According  to  the  advertisements  this  mix- 
ture is  "the  only  known  remedy  for  this  deadly  disease."  "The 
remedy,  it  is  needless  to  say,  will  have  to  be  persevered  with. 
These  are  deadly  diseases  and  must  have  time."  Tlie  price  is 
S2  and  the  estimated  coat,  22  cents.  {From  The  Journal 
A.  U.  A.,  Feb.  IS,  tS09.) 
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HESPEBUH    TONIC 
Myatery  is  as  essential  to  the  "patent  medicine"  faker  of 
tlie   twentieth   century   as    it   was   to   the   magicians   o[   tlie 
second.     Take  awa^  tlie  element  of  secrecy  nnd  you  puncture 
the    bubble    of   quackery.      Within    the    past   few    years,   the 
public  has  shown  a  tendency  to  demand  of  the  "patent  medi- 
cine" manufacturer,  to  a  small  de^ee  at  least,  that  openness 
of   dealing   that    it    tias    long   insisted 
on   in    more    honorable    Hues   of    busi- 
ness.    But  as  openness  and  frankness 
are  inimical  to  the  success  of  nostrum 
ei^ploitation,    it    is    evident    that    the 
public  is  asking  for  something  that  it 
will '  not   get.      Alany   of    the    "patent 
medicine"  makers,  it  is  true,  hare  pre- 
tended to  accede  to  this  demand  and, 
with  a  flourish  of  trumpets,  hart  an- 
nounced that  there  is  no  secrecy  about 
the     composition     of     their     products. 
Wliat  they  do,  of  course,  is  to  take  a 
page  from  the  book  of  the  exploiters 
of   so-called    ethical   proprietaries   and 
publish  formulas  that  are  either  false 
or  meaningless. 

A  concern  with  the  somewhat  impoa- 
ing  title  Temple  of  Healtli  Medicine 
Company  of  San  Francisco,  sells  a  nos- 
trum for  the  alleged  cure  of  diphtheria. 
It  is  called  Hesperian  Tonic  and  is 
claimed  to  have  been  originated  by 
"the  eminent'  Physician,  Scientist  and 
Photographic  repro-  Chemist,  J.  W,  Roberts.  A.M.,  M.D., 
'■""" '"XcrfiS      "'  "'*  University  of  Michigan."  '  Who 


a  labrl  fi 

.  W.  Roberta"  is,  we  do  not   know. 

The  medical  directories  give  no  infor- 
olis"  condltlonaV  nlso      matlon    concerning   such   a   man.      Ac- 
note    the    absence    of      cording  to  the  olTicial  records  there  is 
SDj  stntpmsnt  reRard-  |j   ^^^^   licensed   in   either   Cali- 

iDiF     the     presence    or       .        .  .....  ..,  -       i 

alcoholl  forma    or     Michigan;     neither    is     he 

licensed   in   Utah,   where  he  claims  to 
have  "cured  414  cases  of  diphtheria  ii 
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According  to  the  label,  each  fluid  ounce  of  Hesperian  Tonic 
coDtaina : 

FluBBlgea   Eiscticbtoi'ia    Om.     7.!>00 

V«rBUsster   SalpeterKUSt    Gm.  15.000 

DIstlLlerte  Wasaer   Gm.     7.500 

To  the  uninitiated,  the  apparent  tranknesa  of  tliis  formula 
may  seem  credible.  Of  courBe,  not  one  layjnan  in  ten  thousand 
will  be  any  the  wiser  when  be  has  read  it  than  he  was  before. 
In  plain  English,  the  formula  signifies  that  the  preparation 
ie  a  solution  of  ferric  clilorid  and  spirits  of  nitrous  ether  in 
distilled  water.  The  idea  of  publishing  the  composltioD  in 
indifferent  German  is  admittedly  a  master  stroke  of  advertis- 
ing trickery. 

The  claims  made  for  Hesperian  Tonic  were  as  false  as  tliey 

"A   PoaiUve  Care   (or  D1[iblherla.  Scarlet  FeTer,   Mensleg,   Pneu- 

"A  Sure,  Sate,  Speedy  and  Fermaaeat  Cure  of  Tbat  Most  Danger- 
ous Disease :   DIpbtbeiia." 

"A  great  dsstroyer  of  all  parasites,  animalcula  and  microbes  o( 
the  brood." 

"Hesperian  Tonic,  effectually,  permanently  and  speedily  cures  the 
very  worst  forms  of  Diphtberla,  Canker.  Erysipelas,  Scrofula,  Salt 
Rbrum.  lllrera  and  Old  Sores  of  lone  standing." 

"la  a  powerful  and  proven  Germicide." 

This  particular  fake  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  TiiE 
Journal  in  a  somewhat  unusual  way.  During  an  epidemic  of 
diplitheria  in  Chicago,  some  months  ago,  the  city  health 
department  received  a  long  rambling  tetter  from  the  exploiters 
of  Hesperian  Tonic  and  a  dozen  bottles  of  the  nostrum  itself. 
It  was  evidently  the  desire  of  the  concern  to  use  the  epidemic 
as  an  advertising  asset  for  its  preparation.  The  health  depart- 
ment was  urged  to  "put  it  to  the  most  rigid  test  at  once  as  a 
preventive  and  cure  of  diphtheria."  The  otficials  were  also 
notified  that  should  they  wish  to  order  any  more  of  the 
preparation  "the  price  of  Hesperian  Tonic  laid  down  in  Chit 
eago   is   $96  per  gross  bottles." 

Tests  were  made  in  the  Chemical  Laboratory  of  the  Amer- 
ican Medical  Association  to  determine  how  nearly  the  compo- 
,  sit  ion  that  was  claimed  for  the  nostrum  corresponded  to  its- 
actual  make-up.     The  chemists'  report  follows: 

LADOBATOBY    HEPOBT 

Hesperian  Tonic  is  a  brown  liquid  with  an  odor  resembling 
spirits  of  nitrous  ether.  When  sUghtly  heated  it  easily 
ignites  and  continues  to  burn,  indicating  a  relatively  large 
percentage  of  alcohol.  The  liqtiid  responded  to  tests  which 
indicate  tlie  presence  of  alcohol,  iron,  chlorid.  a  trace  of  nitrite 
and  some  nitrate.  The  presence  of  arsenic,  heavy  metals  and 
alkaloids  could  not  be  demonstrated.  Quantitative  analysis 
indicated  the  presence  of  alcohol  equivalent  to  33.72  per  cent. 
U.  8.  P.  alcohol  by  volume;  and  iron  (Fe)  2.151  gm.  per 
100   C.C.,   equivalent   to   approximately   21..50  gm.   liquor   ferri 
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cliloridi,  U.  8,  P.  No  nitrous  ether  (ethyl  nitrite)  was  found 
altliougli  tbe  odor  of  tlie  preparation  and  tlie  formula  pointed 

to  its  presence.  In  view  □{  tbe  ease  with  wliieh  spirits  of 
nitrous  ether  decomposes,  this  is  not  surprising.  Experiineuta 
on  mixtures  of  ferrit^  ehlorid  solution  and  spirits  of  nitrous 
etlier  were  made  and  allowed,  that  in  such  a  mixture,  the 
nitrous  etlier  is  decomposed  quite  rapidly  with  reduction  of 
some  of  tlie  iron  to  the  ferrous  state  and  the  formation  of 
some  nitrate.  From  this  it  is  concluded  that  Hesperian  Tonic 
is  a  water- alcohol  snlution  of  ferric  chlorid  with  decomposition 
products  of  the  spirits  of  nitrous  ether,  probably  present  orig- 

All  of  which  shows  that  Hesperian  Tonic  is  merely  a  simple 
mixture  sold  under  a  misleading  formula.  Incidentally  it  is 
misbranded  both  because  the  presence  of  alcohol  is  not 
declared  and  because  the  ethyl  nitrite  said  to  be  present,  ia 
absent.  Considering  the  educational  caliber  of  the  average 
nostrum -maker,  it  is  not  surprising  that  "J.  W.  Roberts, 
A.M.,  M.D.,  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  and  founder  of 
Hesperian  Tonic"  should  be  unaware  of  the  readiness  with 
which  ethyl  nitrite  (spirits  of  nitrous  ether)  decomposes  or 
he  might  have  saved  himself  the  expense  and  trouble  of 
adding  this  ingredient  to  his  worthless  and  wickedly  exploited 
"patent  medicine." 

The  viciousnesB  of  selling  a  worthless  nostrum  for  the 
cure  of  so  deadly  a  disease  as  diphtheria  will  be  perfectly 
patent  to  every  physician.  The  public,  however,  has  not  yet 
readied  the  place  where  it  realizes  that  the  modern  medical 
treatment  of  this  one-time  scourge  by  antitoxin  is  so  sure  and 
so  free  from  danger  as  to  make  dallying  with  this  dangerous 
disease  little  less  than  criminal.  But  what  cares  the  exploiter 
of  "patent  medicines"  for  the  danger  or  death  of  the  many  so 
long  as  the  sacrifice  results  in  disbursements  of  dividends 
to  the  few!      (From  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  Nov.  35,  19il.) 

SATHBTTH'S  REMEDY 

It  is  not  an  uncommon  occurrence  for  Thb  Joobhal  to 
receive  a  letter  from  a  layman  who  believes — or  professes  to 
bclieve^that  he  has  made  an  epoch-making  discovery  in 
therapeutics.  The  deDniteness  of  the  claims  made  for  the 
therapeutic  virtues  of  these  "discoveries"  is  equaled  only  by 
the  indo6niteness  of  the  description  of  the  products  them- 
selves. So  rarely,  in  fact,  is  any  information  of  even  approx- 
imate definitcness  sent  Uiat  a  communication  received  recently 
by  the  Council  formed  a,  rare  exception.  This  letter  was  from 
U,  M.  Rathbun,  of  Sedsin,  Kan. 

Mr.  Ratlibun  stated  that  he  had  a  remedy  for  "diphtheria, 
tonsillitis,  ulcerated  sore  throat"  and  similar  conditions.  So 
far  the  letter  differed  in  no  essential  respect  from  others 
describing  the  virtues  ot  "cures"  proposed  by  laymen.  He 
went  on  to  say  that  he  wished  the  medical  profession  to  know 
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ef  tbe  remedy  so  that  it  miglit  be  more  widely  used,  and  to 
that  end  bad  interviewed  Profesaors  Builey  and  Havenhill  of 
the  State  University  of  Karmas.  Thene  men  liad  suggested 
that  he  write  to  the  Council  on  Pharmacy  and  Cliemiatry  and 
make  known  his  desire;  hence  the  letter.  With  the  letter 
were  the  atatemcnts  of  two  physicians  of  Sedan,  Kan.,  to  the 
effect  that  the  preparation  had  considerable  value  as  an  anti- 
septic for  stomatitis,  tonsiilitiH  and  similar  conditions.  Mr. 
Rathbun  was  told  that  if  he  wished  to  give  pliysicians  the 
beneUt  of  his  remedy  lie  should  describe  briefly  its  compo- 
sition and  method  of  preparation.  This  he  did  in  the  foliow- 
iog  words: 


ler'B  collccilon.    (tly  tourlcsj/  of  the  VummUtre  oh  Inteialalc  and 
forelan  Vommrrcc.J 

'This  remedy, is  composed  ot  a  strong  tea  or  decoction  of 
sage  and  garden  salTron  (about  equal  part:*  in  bulk),  sweet- 
ened to  make  it  rcaitoniibiy  jHilatable  ami  acetate  of  copper 
(verdigria),  5  or  I!  jjiiiins  to  the  ounce,  xiiaken  well  togcllier 
and  shaken  widl  before  using.  Tiie  acetate  of  copper  must 
not  have  remained  long  in  a  pulverized  or  'floured'  condition 
before  being  put  into  the  lea.  This  remedy  should  be  used 
with  a  swab,  especially  when  used  far  back  in  the  mouth  or 
throat." 

Tliat  this  mixture  should  pos.sess  .antiseptic  and  astringent 
properties  is  to  be  expecteii,  and  as  such  is  doubtless  of  value 
in  mild  afTections  of  the  throat  or  oral  mucous  membrane.  It 
may  have  some  place  as  a  local  application  in  cnsos  of  diph- 
theria, providing  always  that  its  use  is  entirety  subsidiary 
to  the  antitoxin  treatment.  Therein,  however,  lies  the' danger 
of  advising  the  use  ot  a  topical  remedy  in  cases  of  "sore 
throat"— that  curative  measures  are  apt  to  be  postponed  until 
serious  systemic  damage  has  resulted. 

Mr.  Ratlibnn's  mixllire  undoubtedly  hns  the  astringent  and 
antiseptic  action  of  the  copper  salt",  perhaps  slightly  fortified 
by  the  very  mildly  similar  action  of  snyc  and  safTroii.  Hut 
any  claim  that  this  preparation  is  a  cure  for  diphtheria  is 
as  dangerous  as  it  i«  untrue,  (ilodi/icd  from  Tlir  Journal 
A.  M.  A..  Oct.  I,  1910.) 
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ANIINEURASTHIN 
A   Germsn   nostrum   known    aa    "antineiirasthiii"   has   been 

given — for  a  Bubstaiitial  consideration — many  columna  of 
BpacG  in  British  newspapers.  This  "eure  for  nervousness"  ia 
an  "epoch-making  discovery"  of  one  Dr.  Hartmann.  According 
to  the  Pharmazeuliache  Zeitung  the  firm  of  "Dr.  Hartmann" 
is  one  of  a  group  of  quack -medicine  manufaeturert  against 
whom  the  chief  of  the  Berlin  police  issued  a  public  warning. 
The  eommercial  pogeihilitiea  of  antineurasthin  having  thus  re- 
ceived a  substantial  setback  in  the  paternalistic  Fatherland, 
the  business,  it  appears,  was  transferred  to  Germany's  more 
Id isser-f aire  western  neighbor  across  the  North  Sea,  and  we 
understand  is  about  to  appear  in  this  country  also. 

THE  ASALYTICAL  "HEPOBT" 

In  any  event  antineuraathin  has  been  heavily  advertised  as 
the  cure  for  the  "Twentieth  Century  Disease,"  and  as  a  rem- 
edy that  "directly  combata  the  brain-cell  and  nerve -ganglionic 
cell   dcHi-'iiPfiicy."   whether   this   sad 

I  state  ot  nlfuirs  is  "due  to  overwork 
or  mere  malnutrition"!  Testimo- 
nials of  the  most  appro.ved  type 
and  an  elaliorate  "report"  from  an 
"analyst"  with  a  long  string  of  high 
souniling  titles  form  part  of  the 
stock- in-lrade.  The  editor  of  Lon- 
don Truth,  having  had  occasion  to 
pay  his  respects  to  this  nostrum,  was  particularly  struck  by 
the  positiveliess  ot  the  statements  that  appeared  in  the  pub- 
lished "report"  of  this  particulur  "analyst"  regarding  the 
virtues  of  antineurasthin;  they  read  "a  good  deal  more  like 
the  work  of  nn  advertisement-writer  than  that  of  a  man  of 
science."    For  instance,  the  "analyst"  states  in  his  report : 

"AntlnenrSBthlD"  does  not  only  "relieve ;"  it  cares  by  "feeding" 
the  attenuated  nerve  cells,  and  thus  after  awhile,  restored  to  their 
normsl  energy  and  vital  powers,  they  are  able  to  perform  tbelr 
brain   and   tisane- renewing   lunctlons   again   without   external   aid. 

It  is  rather  unusual  for  a  chemist  to  express  an  opinion  like 
the  foregoing,  on  the  medical  properties  of  a  preparation, 
based  merely  on  a  laboratory  analysis.  Truth  sent  a  repre- 
sentative to  the  "laboratory"  and  found  that  it  consisted  of 
some   rooms  "somewhere   upstairs"  in  the  private  house  at 
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which  the  "analyst"  lodged.  The  "anaLyst"  himself  was  not 
at  home  and  all  the  landlady  could  tell  about  the  "Chemical 
and  Physical  r^boratorieg"  was  that  her  iodger  had  "a  quan- 
tity of  bottles"  and  other  paraphernalia  in  his.  apartment, 
"with  which  he  occasionally  made  appalling  smells." 

WHAT  IS   ANTIBECBASTHIN  ! 

As  to  what  this  "cure  for  nervousness"  is,  theie  seems  to  he 
a  difference  of  opinion.    According  to  the  manufacturer: 

ADtlnearaetbln  itselC  Is  a  scleDtlQcall;  compressed  compound  of 
the  M;ellalc  (or  LecltbLnk)  elements  ot  certain  costly  foods, 
especially  rich  Id  this  valuable  bra  Id -building  constituent  or  tbe 
best  of  our  dally  foods. 

But  the  British  Medical  Journal,  which  had  the  stuff  an- 
alyzed, suggests  that  the  composition  of  this  marvelous  re- 
newer  of  brain  energy  is  approximately  as  follows: 

Deled  yolk  of  egg 3,8  per  cent. 

Dried  while  of  eK 5.4  per  cent 

Dried  separated  milk 07.8  per  cent 

Gum      2.0  per  cent. 

Potato  Btarcb '. S2.T  per  cent. 

Moisture       8.8  per  ctaL 

Aromatic  substances   Traces 

The  dally  dose  ot  (our  tablets  or  122  grains  would,  according 
to  tbla  formula,  contalu  tbe  equivalent  of  10  grains  of  yolli  and 
43  grains  ot  white  ot  egg  (not  dried)  ;  the  ratio  Iwtween  these 
is  about  the  same  aa  exists  in  an  average  egg  ani]  the  two  may 
be  put  togetber  and  regarded  as  aboot  a  teaapoonfnl  of  fresh  egg: 
Id  addition  tbe  dally  dose  would  represent  about  2  oz.,  or  a  quarter 
ot  a  tumblerful,  ot  separated  milk  and  a  tittle  slarcb. 

In  extolling  the  "leeithinic  elements  of  certain  costly  foods" 
of  which  its  product  is  said  to  consist,  one  wonders  whether 
the  Antineuraethin  Company  is  guilty  of  a  subtle  joke  in  thus 
referring  to  the  outrageously  high  price  ot  hen's  eggs  during 
the  past  winterl  Aa  to  the  ethics  of  selling  eggs  and  milk 
under  a  fancy  name  and  for  a  still  more  fancy  price,  a^  a  cure 
of  nervousness,  we  can  not  do  better  than  qnote  from  the 
article  in  Truth,  already  referred  to,  and  which  bears  the  cap- 
tion, "Hens'  E^s  and  Nerve  Trouble." 

"What  the  public  should  understand,  however,  is  that  moat 
preparations  of  this  kind  are  based  on  some  remedy,  the 
efficacy  of  which  in  certain  cases  is  well-known.  In  this  par- 
ticular instance  the  remedy  seems  to  be  yolk  ot  egg.  The 
great  discovery  of  Dr.  Hartmann  converts  the  domestic  hen 
into  a  rival  of  the  goose  that  laid  the  eggs  of  gold.  The 
modus  operandi  is  worth  the  attention  ot  poultry  farmers. 
You  dry  your  hens'  eggs;  you  mix  them  up  with  plenty  ot 
starch,  separated  milk,  or  other  harmless  iogredienta;  you  get 
a  few  imposing  testimonials  and  reports  from  parties  who  deal 
in  such  articles;  you  engage  a  smart  advertisement- writer, 
prime  him   with  a   little   tact   and   a  great   deal   of   scientific 
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jargon;  you  rent  aa  many  pages  or  eolumni  in  the  preaa  at 
you  can  afford;  and  your  hens'  egga  hatch  out  into  handsome 
dividends.  The  Twentieth  Century  Disease,  however,  goes  on 
as  before.  My  oiro  impression  is  that  quite  the  worst  disease 
of  the  twentieth  century  Is  the  dispoeition  to  swallow  exces- 
sive quantities  of  preparations  of  this  character,  and  equally 
excessive  quantities  of  the  newspaper  advertisements  relating 
to  them."     (from  The  Journal  A.  SI.  A.,  May  22,  JOOfl.) 


SAHATOGEH 

The  psychology  of  advertising  is  nowhere  better  exemplified 
than  in  the  "potent  medicine"  and  proprietary  fields.  The 
reason  is  evident.  Knowing  that  the  general  tendency  of  the 
human  organism  is  toward  health  rather  than  toward  disease 
and  that  the  "healing  power  of  nature" — trie  medicatria  natura: 
— will  account  for  a  large  proportion  of  rrooveries  from  sick- 
ness, it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  thousands  of  prepara- 
tions sold  for  medicinal  purposes  receive  credit  that  is  entirely 
undeserved.  The  awarding  of  such  undeserved  credit  is  largely 
due  to  the  universal  tendency  of  those  who  are  not  trained  in 
science  to  apply  the  post  hoc,  ergo  propier  hoc  argument  in  all 
matters  relating  to  health  and  disease. 

John  Smith  suffers  from  a  passing  indtEposition.  When  he 
recovers  he  credits  liis  recovery  to  whatever  he  may  have  done 
just  preceding  tliat  recovery.  If  he  has  received  medical 
attention,  the  physician  gets  the  credit;  if  he  has  taken 
"absent  treatment,"  Cliristian  Science  is  responsible;  if  he  has 
taken  sugar  pills,  "Prof."  Munyon  gets  the  praise— while, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  if  he  had  taken  none  of  these,  he  would 
have  recovered  since  he  was  only  temporarily  indisposed. 

Nor  are  laymen  the  only  ones  that  fall  into  such  errors. 
Many  physicians  who  prescribe  new,  widely -advertised  prepa- 
rations are  likely  to  give  those  products  credit  for  what- 
ever favorable  change  may  take  place  in  their  patients'  con- 
dition. This  failing  is  not  a  modern  one.  In  1842  Dr.  Ben- 
jamin Brodie  wrote:  ''We  have  no  doubt  that  many  well- 
instructed  medical  practitioners  have  not  sufficiently  con- 
sidered what  course  a  given  disease  would  take  if  it  were  left 
to  itself;  and  as  to  others.  It  is  not  possible  that  they  should 
have  any  real  knowlecige  on  the  subject.  With  the  majority 
of  persons  a  recovery  will  generally  pass  for  a  cure." 


While  every  physician  is  perfectly  familiar  with  the  facts 
just  stated,  it  seems  worth  while  to  give  them  as  a  probable 
explanation  of  what  is  to  follow.  Within  the  last  few  years 
the  medical  profession  and  the  public  of  this  country  have 
been  asked  to  believe  that  a  combination  of  cottage  cheese — or 
its  equivalent — with  a  small  amount  of  glycerophosphates  is 
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capable,  when  sold  under  a  proprietary  name  and  with  Iho 
riglit  kind  of  advertising,  of  producing  phyaiologic  effects  that 
are  little  short  of  marvelous. 

The  Dame  of  this  elixir  of  life  is  Sanatogen,  and  it  is  doubt- 
ful if  the  history  of  modern  advertising  turnisheB  any  more 
notable  example  of  the  commercial  potentialities  of  publicity 
than  that  exhibited  in  the  exploitation  of  this  product.    The 


Creatlr  reduivd  pliotOi;raphlc  n-pri>ductloD  ot-  a  lull-page  San- 
atog-en  adyprtlspmcnt  appi-arlng  In  the  Loniioa  Uraphic.  The 
Ornp/i(c  was  ooe  ot  thp  lan^on  magazines  Ibnt  refused  lo  acwpt  an 
advprtLsemenl  of  the  book  \Kfmi-<l  by  the  British  Medical  Aaaoclatloa, 
eipoBlDg  "patpnC-meillclne"  frauds. 

Sanatogen  advertising  campaign  is  probahly  the  most  skilful 
piece  of  work  of  its  kind  ever  done.  On  both  sides  of  the 
Atlantic,  every  effort  has  been  made  to  endow  the  advertise- 
ments with  a  dignity  which,  to  those  who  know  the  very  ordi- 
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nary  iwture  of  the  product  advertised,  is  grot«aquel7  out  of 
keeping.  Only  the  hJghest-clasB  magazines  and  newspapere 
.  hare  been  patronized;  tlie  "copy"  has  been  bo  written  aa  to 
appeal  not  to  the  ignorniit  but  to  tlie  intelligent.  Testimonials 
from  men  who«e  names  are  well  known,  even  thougli  by  train- 
ing and  education  tliey  are  incompetent  to  pass  judgment  on  n 
product  of  thia  kind,  and  fulsomely  laudatory  letters  from 
men  whose  education  and  training  should  have  taught  them 
better — both  have  been  used  with  all  the  skill  of  the  trained 
publicity  man.  In  short,  Sanatogen  stands  as  a  monument  to 
the  power  of  printers'  ink. 

The  claims  for  this  product  have  already  been  referred  to 
in  The  Journal,  but  it  will  do  no  harm  to  bring  them  again 
before  our  readers.    Here  are  gome  taken  from  advertisements  t 

"ITie  Re-Crea(or  of  Lost  Health." 

•'SAnatogen  Is     ...     a  rebuilding  food." 

"...    rcvltaliies  tlic  overworked  nervous  system." 

"Specific  nerve  tonic  notion."  , 

"Most  reliable  and  EClrntlSc  of  nil  nutrients." 

"  .  .  .  <n  certain  diaeaie»  It  exerts  a  ipeclflc  action  wblch 
renders  It  a  valuable  adjunct  to  other  curative  measures." 

"It  stlmulntca  metabolic  ncllvlty  of  tissue  cells  and  securca  mqcc 
comiilele  oildatlon  ot  energy  yielding  elenienla." 

"Sanatogen  nourishes  the  system  In  a  persistent,  gradual,  cumn- 
lallve  way,  so  (hat  Ita  beat  ctTccts  unfold  tlicmaelves  In  a  Bystematlc, 
substanttnl  progrcaslan  to  health  and  strength.  It  follows  that  a. 
regutor  nnd  [irolongcd  admlnlslrallon  of  Sanatogen  ia  necesanry  for 


the  attainment  of  U 

"Sanatogen  la  a  sclenllflc  compoond.  every  particle  of  whlcb  rep- 
reseata  the  finest  concentrated.  tIssue-consCrucllDg  nutrlmrat. 
endowed  wltb  unique  revltallilug  and  rejuvenating  powers." 

"Snnntogcn  contains  over  TOO  per  cent,  more  tissue -building,  life 
sustaining  noui'lshmeat  than  wheat  Qour," 

Truly  a  wonderful  preparation— if  these  statements  are 
true!  But  they  are  false^most  of  them  at  least.  And  in 
that  many  who  can  ill  afford  it  may  be  led  to  pay  a  ruinously 
high  price  for  a  very  ordinary  food,  the  statements  are 
viciously  and  cruelly  false. 

In  view  of  the  properties  with  which  Sanatogen  is  credited, 
its  composition  is  naturally  a  matter  of  more  tlian  ordinary 
interest.  What  is  this  life-giving  product!  A  package  of 
Sanatogen  was  pureliased  and  subjected  to  examination  and 
analysis  in  the  Association's  laboratory.   Our  chemists  report: 

LABOBATOBY    nEPORT 

Sanatogen  is  a  fine,  nearly  white  powder  having  a  faint 
yellowish  tinge.  A  circular  which  ia  enclosed  in  tlie  pack- 
age states; 

"Sanatogen  Is  a  definite  organ 
o(  pure,  appclally  prcpnred  case 
glycerophosphate,    ..." 
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Qualitative  tests  indii^ated  tlie  presence  in  Sanatogen  of 
oasein,  sodium,  a  pliosphoroue  compound  and  glycerin  or  ii 
glycerin  compound.  Starch  and  sugars  were  absent.  Quan- 
titative analysis  Bliov/ed  that  the  compoaition  of  the 
specimen  was  essentially  as  follows: 

Water  (loss  at  130  C.) 8.60 

Ash 8,23 

CaaelD  and  otUer  proteins  <N  X  6.38) 83.10 

Casein  |N  In  pieclpltnted  casein  X  6.38) 80.ST 

ProtelDS  other  than  casein  (by  difference) 2.63 

Sodium  glyceropliospbate  (NuCiHiOiP)  <P  In  III- 

trale  from  casein  pceclpltatlon  x  6.T9) 0.69 

Insoluble  matter 0.84 

Undetermined r.8T 

While  tliese  results  show  that  the  claims  concerning  the 
composition  of  Sanatogeu  are  not  entirely  correct,  they 
indicate  that  the  essential  element  in  Sanatogen  is  casein. 


The  slight  variation  between  the  composition  claimed  for 
Sanatogen  and  the  composition  as  determined  by  chemical 
'  analysis  is  of  minor  importance.  Whether  there  is  83  per 
cent,  of  casein  as  found  by  the  Association's  chemists  or  93 
per  cent,  as  asserted  by  the  manufacturers  matters  little.  The 
important  fact  is  that  casein  makes  up  about  nine-tenths  of 
the  preparation  and,  as  must  be  perfectly  evident,  Sanatogen 
derives  whatever  food  value  it  may  have  from  that  casein. 
Casein  is  known  in  its  commonest  form  as  the  curd  in  milk, 
or  as  "cottage  cheese."  After  the  cream  lias  been  separated, 
the  milk  which  remains  contains  nearly  all  the  casein  and  milk 
sugar  originally  present  but  practically  none  of  the  fat. 

WHY    NOT   COTTAGE    CHEESE? 

Whence  comes  the  stimulation  of  metabolic  activity,  the 
wonderful  nourishment  of  the  system,  the  marvelous 
revitalizing  and  rejuvenating  power  claimed  for  Sanatogen? 
Not  from  the  sodium  glycerophosphate,  for  the  consensus  of 
opinion  among  leading  physiologists  indicates  that  phos- 
phorus in  the  form  of  glycerophosphates  has  little  influence 
on  metabolism.  Not  from  the  glycerin,  surely,  tor  even  grant- 
ing that  glycerin  lias  food  value  the  amount  present  is  so 
small  as  to  be  negligible.  The  real  source  of  energy  in  Sana- 
togen, then,  lies  in  the  casein  which  comprises  aliout  nine- 
tcnths  of  its  ingredients. 

Of  course  Sanatogen,  being  composed  largely  of  casein,  lias 
some  food  value.  What  that  food  value  is  may  be  seen  by  the 
accompanying  table  which  compares  the  yield  of  energy  for 
Sanatogen  with  that  of  a  numtier  of  staple  food  products,  the 
figures  for  the  latter  having  Ijeen  adapted  from  Professor 
At  water's   calculations.     This    table    shows   that,    from    the 
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Btondpoint  of  economy  in  tli«  purchase  of  energy,  no  other 
food  in  the  list  1b  bo  poor  as  Sanatogen.  While  the  manu- 
facturerB  claim  that  "Sanatogen  contains  over  700  per 
cent,  more  tissue -building,  life-sustBining  nourishment  than 
wheat  flour,"  the  table  shows  that  one  dollar's  worth  of  vlieat 
flour  contains  as  much  enei^  as  one  hundred  snd  ninetf-aeven 
dollars'  worth  of  Sanatogen! 


Kind  o(  Food  ilatcrlal 
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Like  all  "patent  medicines,"  Sanatogen  is  exploited  by  the 
testimonial  route.  Actors,  autliors,  politicians  and  not  a  few 
physicians — the  latter,  to  the  credit  of  the  American  profes- 
sion, be  it  said,  being  chiefly  Europeans — have  testified  to  tlie 
wonderful  properties  of  this  product.  Believing  tliat  it  would 
be  of  interest  to  learn  what  scientific  men  thought  of  Sana- 
togen a  letter  of  inquiry  waa  written  to  several  men  whose 
training  particularly  flts  them  to  express  an  impartial  opinion 
on  a  question  of  this  kind.  The  following  inquiry,  expressed 
in  practically  the  same  words,  waa  propounded; 

Is  it  possible  for  a  product,  even  if  it  has  the  composition 
claimed  for  Sanatogen,  to  liave  properties  as  a  food  and  med- 
icine which  are  claimed  for  this  preparation! 

The  replies  to  this  inquiry  are  intereating  and  instructive, 
although  they  are  wliat  might  have  been  expected  from  men 
whose  judgment  has  not  been  warped  by  the  glittering  claims 
of  the  Sanatogen  publicity  agents. 


Dr.  Lewellys  F.  Barker,  professor  of  medicine,  Johns  Hc^kins 
University,  medical  department,  says  in  part: 
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"If  Sanatogen  consists  simply  of  casein  and  sodium  glycero- 
phosphate, it  is  pretty  obvious  that  all  of  its  good  effects 
(except  perhaps  tlie  psychic  influence  of  taking  an  expenaive 
and,  to  the  layman,  mysterious  remedy)  can  be  gotten  by 
including  milk  aud  eggs  in  the  food.     .     .     . 
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Dr.  Frank  Billine«,  professor  of  medicine  and  bead  of  tbe 
Department  of  Medicine,  University  of  Chicago,  eipiesses  bia 
opinion  thua; 

"Of  eourse,  tiie  tiling  is  a  fraud  both  as  a  food  and  aa  a 
tonic.  Even  if  it  met  all  the  requirements  of  the  BtatemeDts 
made  of  it  by  the  makers,  it  vould  not  be  any  more  of  a  food 
than  aa  much  casein  taken  in  milk  and  probably  not  as 
good;  or  any  more  tiian  some  other  albumin  taliea  in  some 
other  form.  I  do  not  know  juat  vliat  pliarmacologists  say  of 
tbe  glycerophosphate  of  soda,  but  fo  far  as  my  own  clinical 
observations  go  I  never  saw  any  result  from  its  use  that  could 
be  called  specific,  that  is,  due  to  the  drug." 

Dr.  Richard  C.  Cahot,  assistant  professor  of  clinical  medi- 
cine. Harvard  Medical  School,  says: 

"In  reply  to  your  letter  respecting  the  properties  of  Sana- 
togen,  I  would  say  that  in  my  opinion  it  is  vastly  improbable 
that  it  has  the  properties  claimed  for  it  in  the  advertisements 
which  you  enclosed  to  me.  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  is  a  fairly 
good  food.  I  see  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  phoaphorua 
that  it  contains  has  any  special  action." 

Otto  Folin,  professor  of  biological  chemistry.  Harvard  Med- 
ical School,  expresses  himself  thus: 

"For  myself,  or  for  any  one  who  would  take  my  advice,  I 
would  prefer  a  glass  of  milk  to  Sanatogen  when  hungry  and 
plain  glycerophosphate  to  Sanatogen  when  in  need  of  a  tonic. 

"Medicated  feed  used  to  be  sold  for  horses.  To  me  the 
'food  tonic'  combination  represents  one  of  the  most  unscrupu- 
lous fake  ideas  lAed  by  manufacturers  of  patented  articles  to 
fool  the  public." 

Ludvig  Hektoen,  professor  of  patiiology,  Univeraity  of  Chi- 
cago, says  in  part; 

"In  my  opinion,  no  attention  whatsoever  should  be  paid  to 
tbe  claims  advanced  In  favor  of  'Sanatogen'  a^  food  and  aa 
medicine,  because  the  statements  made  in  the  advertisements 
of  this  product  are  extravagant,  misleading  and  quackish." 

J.  H.  Long,  professor  of  cbemisti-y  and  director  of  chem- 
ical laboratories,  Northwestern  University  Medical  School, 
expresses  the  following  opinion: 

"With  every  reading  of. the  advertising  literature  of  the 
Sanatogen  Company  I  am  more  and  more  impressed  by  the 
gross  exaggeration  of  the  claims  made  for  this  mixture  of 
casein  and  sodium  glycerophosphate.  Cow's  milk  contains 
3"^  to  4  per  cent,  of  casein,  associated  with  soluble  phos- 
phates. It  is  absurd  to  think  that  this  casein  after  precipita- 
tion from  the  milk  has  a  greater  nutritive  value  than  it  has 
in  its  native  condition.  Casein,  at  best,  is  probably  less 
valuable  as  a  foodthan  are  certain  other  proteins,' because  of 
its  lack  of  some  of  the  amino  groups  essential  in  tissue 
building,  and  the  addition  of  a  glycerophosphate  cannot  supply 
this  deficiency. 

"This  is  not  the  first  attempt  to  exploit  casein  preparations. 
The  earlier  efforts  tailed  in  practice  because  they  were  based 
on  a  wrong  conception  concerning  the  physiologic  ralue  and 
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importance  of  this  protein.  The  aasumption  that  in  the  caae 
of  Sanatogen  a  'definite  organic  combination'  with  the  glycero- 
phospiiate  is  formed  cannot  be  talcen  seriously  by  chemiats. 
We  have  witnessed'  many  such  efforts  to  palm  off  mixtures  aa 
definite  organic  compounds,  and  in  this  way  to  claim  for  them 
a  value  in  excess  of  that  wliich  they  actually  poaaeas." 

Graham  Luak,  professor  of  ptiyaiology,  Cornell  Univeraity 
Medical  College,  after  calling  attention  to  the  falsity  of  the 
claim  that  Sanatogen  is  "a  life-sustaining  agent  in  disease," 

"If  one  considers  the  casein  content  alone,  the  dose  of  Sana- 
togen recommended  in  the  circuls.r  would  furnish,  at  beat, 
about  what  is  contained  in  a  pint  of  milk,  or  one-fourth  of 
the  total  of  the  protein  necessities  of  the  body— using  a  low 
protein  requirement.  That  sodium  glyceropbosphate  has  anj 
distinctly  beneficial  physiologic  action  has  never,  to  my 
knowledge,  been  shown. 

"It  is  a  great  pity  that  the  public  does  not  realize  the 
splendid  and  economical  value  of  milk,  bread  and  the  ordinary 
vegetables,  cereals  and  meats,  as  true  'tonic  food  stuffs,'  in 
contradistinction  to  prepared  nostrums  whose  sale  depends  on 
a  psychic  stimulus  applied  to  a  susceptible  populace." 

H.  Gideon  Wells,  associate  professor  of  patholt^y,  University 
of  Chicago,  says ; 

"There  is  nothing  in  my  knowledge  of  physiologic  chemistry 
which  would  lead  me  to  believe  that  a  mixture  of  chemically 
isolated  casein  and  sodium  glycerophosphate  would  possess 
any  effect  more  favorable  than  that  of  a  corresponding  amount 
of  milk.  I  can  easily  believe  that  it  would  be  less  valuable 
than  milk.  The  successful  practice  of  many  commercial 
houses,  of  isolating  one  of  the  constituents  of  our  food,  and 
ascribing  to  it  marvelous  nutritive  or  therapeutic  properties, 
is  one  of  the  most  telling  bits  of  evidence  of  the  inadequacy 
of  the  education  of  the  medical  profession  in  physiology  and 
physiologic  chemistry  that  can  be  conceived." 

The  consensus  of  opinion  thus  expressed  is  only  what  might 
have  been  expected  from  men  who  could  discuss  the  problem 
in  a  purely  judicial  spirit  and  with  a  freedom  from  that  bias 
which  seems  to  be  inseparable  from  the  consideration  of  the 
simplest  of  mixtures  that  have  been  glorified  by  a  proprietary 

THE  TYBANKY  OF  WOEDS 

Herr  Teufelsdroekh  was  right  when  he  panegyrized  clothes. 
And  the  worship  of  cIoHies  ia  carried  to  the  extreme  nowhere 
so  much  as  in  the  case  of  word-clothes.  The  most  plebeian 
things  when  bedecked  in  sufficiently  imposing  word-finery  are 
endowed  with  the  attributes  of  royalty  before  which  the  aver- 
age intellect  bows  down.  Neither  cottage- cheese  nor  glycero- 
phosphates, when  exposed  naked  to  the  world,  commands  any 
overweening  respect  j  combined  and  dressed  in  the  magio 
word  "Sanatogen,"  they  receive  the  homage  of  those  whoae 
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judgment  is  blinded  by  the  glittering  trappings  of  word-finery. 
Some  day,  posBibly.  there  will  be  a  democracy  of  intellect 
vhich  will  refuse  to  prostrate  itself  before  mere  word-raJmeot 
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appraising  tilings  at  their  naked  worth. 
IK'S,  proprietary  humbugs  like  Sanatogen 
*  cxtinet  as  tho  dodo  and  tlio  great  nilk. 

.t.  M.  A.,  April  20,  laiZ.) 
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The  quack  and  the  exploiter  of  "patent  medidnea"  revel  in 
the  spectacular;  any  unusual  property  posaeased  by  a  drug, 
whether  as  a  physical  characteristic  or  in  pharmacologic 
action,  is  cjuickly  utilized,  by  the  noistrum  vender  for  his 
flnaocial   profit. 

For  years  an  enterprising  faker  who  advertised  a  "cure"  for 
Bright's  disease  sent  out  small  vials — free— containing  a  weak 
solution  ot  silver  nitrate.  The  victim  was  instructed  to  make 
a  "urinalysis"  by  adding  the  contents  of  the  vial  to  a  small 
quantity  of  his  urine.  "If  a  white  precipitate  follows,"  wrote 
the  quack,  "you  have  Bright's  disease!"  As  the  ehlorida 
naturally  present  in  all  urine  caused  a  precipitate  the  layman 
was  duty  impressed  with  his  dangerous  (?)  condition  and 
bought  the  "cure." 

Another  bright  mind  took  advantage  of  the  physical  prop- 
erties or  an  acidulated  solution  of  quinin  sulphate.  This  aolu- 
tion,  as  all  physicians  know,  has  a  very  decided  fluorescence, 
and  the  somewhat  uncommon  appearance  was  ascribed  by  the 
medical  faker  to  radium.  This  "radium  solution"  waa  sold 
at  an  outrageously  high  price  as  a  "sure  cure"  for  cancer. 

For  many  years  the  Kidney  diseaae  "curer"  has  taken  advan- 
tage ot  the  power  of  methylene  biue  to  color  the  urine  of  the 
person  taking  it,  and  no  doubt  thousands  of  laymen  ignorant 
of  this  property  have  been  frightened  by. its  use  into  believing 
that  the  integrity  of  their  kidneys  was  seriously  impaired. 

Of  more  recent  origin  is  what  may  be  called  the  "fake  gall- 
stone trick"  which  is  now  beinc  industriously  worked  in  many 
parts  of  the  country.  Originally  operated  by  traveling  fakers, 
it  haa  lately  been  adapted  to  the  exigencies  of  the  "patent 
medicine"  inilustry.  The  principle  on  which  this  fake  depends 
is  the  well-known  fact  that  giving  a  patient  massive  doses  of 
some  bland  oil  will  result  In  the  passing  of  soapy  concretions. 
These  lumps,  greenish  in  color  and  of  varying  sizes,  are  easily 
mistaken  by  the  layman  for  "gall -stones." 

There  are  several  modifications  of  this  "gall-stone  cure" 
fake,  but  the  most  widely  advertised  is  that  sold  by  the 
Pinus  Medicine  Company  of  Los  Angelea  under  the  name 
"Fruitola."  It  is  usually  exploited  in  connection  with  another 
nostrum — "Traxo"^put  out  by  the  same  concern.  Many  phy- 
sicians have  written  to  The  Joubsal,  telling  the  experiences 
of  some  of  their  patients  who  had  taken  "Fruitola"  for  the 
"removal  of  gall-stones."  The  following  from  Dr.  James  C 
Gill  of  Chicago  ie  typical: 
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"I  am  BPiiiliDg  aii*advertiaenient  of  a  'patent  medioine'  callel 
'Pruitols,'  which  liaa  be«n  fxteuaively  advertised  for  some 
time.  The  fmudutent  character  is  so  evident  that  it  ia  a 
great  impoeition  on  tlie  public  to  allow  euch  a  fraud  to  be 
perpetrated.  I  am  also  sending  what  they  claim  to  be  able 
to  rid  the  system  of,  namely,  'gall-stones'   (T). 

"One    of    my    patients,    a 
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took  the 
of  this  bottle,  aa  well 
BH  the  powders  which  accom- 
pany the  liquid,  as  part  of 
the  treatment.  Several  hours 
after  tnking  tlie  medicine 
there  were  several  painful 
evacuations,  in  which  there 
appeared  a  large  number, 
probably  two  dozen  or  more, 
small  greenish  ma  sees  about 
the  size  of  an  ordinary  gar- 
den pea.  The  3-oung  woman 
was  very  much  frightened, 
thinking  that  they  were 
really  gall-stoiies,  and  that 
she    was   in   a   serious   condi- 

Of  course,  the  "gall-stones" 
were  simply  soapy  concre- 
tions that  usually  follow  the 
administration  of  massive 
doses  of  oil. 

"Fruitola"  consists  of  an 
8-ounce  bottle  of  oil  and  six 
powders,  four  of  the  latter 
being  in  blue  papers  and  two 
in  white.  The  following  direc- 
tions are  f^iven  on  the  bottle; 

"At  3  o'clock  in  (he  afternoon, 
dIsGOlVf  the  con  Cents  at  two  blue 
papci'g  In  a  bait  glass  of  watiT. 


rarylna 


lapc  of  dark  green 


a  pin  bead 


even  larger." 
To  determine  tbe  character  of  the  oil  and. the  composition 
of  the  powders  an  analysis   of  "Fruitola"  was   made   in   the 
Association  laboratory.    The  chemists'  report  follows: 
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An  origiDoI  package  of  "Fruitola"  purchaaed  on  the  open 
market    was    Bubmittol    to    tlie    Association    laboratory    for 
examination.     The  acuonipaiiying  labeU  [One  of  these  labels  , 
ia  reproduced,  page  480]   apppared  on   the  carton  and  bottte. 

Other  labels  describing  tlie  use  of  the  prepnration  were  also 
on  tbe  bottle.  The  carton  containeil  besides  the  bottle,  two 
seta  of  powders,  one  act  wrapped  in  ivliite,  end  the  other  in 
blue  pajier. 

The  bottle  contained  a  trnnspnrent  amber-colored  oil,  hav- 
ing an  odor  of  anise  and  a  bland  taste.     From  its  physical 


Much  redufd  reprodnrtlon  of  n  lyiJlcnl  ndvcrllsemenl  of  Frultola. 
Whatever  tmiililp  ilie  prospocilvp  luirchiwcT  miiy  have  uillh  lila 
"gail."  there  Is  evldeniiy  doUiIdk  Uie  iiiuUcr  Willi  Ihal  [losscsaed  by 
Ihe  piploliprs  of  FruiloLa. 

properties  and  chemical  composition  it  ivas  concluded  that 
the  substance  was  olive  oil,  flavored  witii  a  trace  of  anise. 

The  powder  in  the  white  papers  was  subjected  to  chemical 
testa,  and  found  to  be  tartaric  acid.  The  identity  of  the  con' 
atituents  and  their  quantitative  estimation  indicated  that 
the  powder  in  the  blue  papers  was  a  mixture  of  approximately 
one  part  sodium  bicarbonate  and  two  parts  Rochelle  salts — 
sodium  potassium  tartrate. 

From  the  foregoing  It  is  concluded  that  the  liquid  portion 
of  "Frultola"  is  olive  oil  flavored  with  anise,  while  the  powders 
accompanying  the  liquid  are  the  well-known  scidlitz  powders. 
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coNCLUsion 

Here,  th(-n,  we  linvp  llie  fnkr  in  a  iiutHliHt:  Otive  oi)  Rnil 
HPidlitz  poH'ders.  That  thin  oomlii nation  will  produce  >  good 
imitation  of  what  the  average  man  imagines  to  be  gall-atoue* 
is  undoubtedly  a  fact.  A  tliorougii  cleansing  of  the  intestinal 
tract  by  means  of  laxatives  not  too  draatic  in  action  will 
produce  a  temporar}'  feeling  of  well-being  in  a  person  wiio  is 
chronically  constipated,  and  this  fact  ntonc  should  make  it 
easy  for  the  exploiters  of  '■Krnitola"  to  get  all  tlie  "testi- 
.  moniala"   they  want. 

That  persons  should  be  mulcted  of  a  dollar,  however,  for 
the  privilege  of  having  tlieir  bowels  moved  and  being  made 
into  a  peripatetic  soap  factory  may  seem  humorous — but  it 
ia  an  outrage  nevortheleaa.  To  such  as  wish  to  make  the 
experiment — and  it  is  one  that  is  by  no  means  free  from 
danger  in  all  caaes — we  would  suggest  the  following  procedure 
as  equally  efUcacioua  and  mucb  leas  expensive:  Buy  20  centa' 
worth  of  olive  oil  and  a  nickel's  worth  of  aeidlitz  powders. 
You  then  have  all  the  paraphernalia  necessary  for  the  produc- 
tion of  liomc-made  gall-stones.  All  that  ia  required  ia  to 
take  the  oil  and  powilera  and  then  i)riLctice  watchful  e.ipect- 
ancy.  The  expected  will  happen.  {From  The  Journal  A.  II.  A., 
Sept.  2i,  1910.) 

HAYR'S  STOMACH  SEHEDT 
A  number  of  inquiries  have  been  received  regarding  the.com- 
position  of  Mayr's  Wonderful  Stomach  Itcniecly."  made  by 
George  II.  Mayr,  fliicago.  A  physician  suiimitled  a  number 
of  pseudo-gall-ntoLies  passed  by  one  of  his  patients  who  bad  , 
taken  Mayr's  nostrum.  With  the  specimen  tbe  pliyslcian 
seiit  the   following  letter: 

"Tlie  accompanying  specimen  was  brought  to>  me  by  a 
patient  whom  T  have  been  treating  for  membranous  coli- 
tis. Une  of  her  symptoms  is  pain  in  the  left  side  of  the 
abdomen.  There  liave  been  no  attacks  of  biliary  colic 
nor  lias  the  physical  examination  afforded  any  data  on 
whicli  to  base  such  a  diagnosis.  On  the  advice  of  a  friend 
the  patient  bad  taken  'Alayr's  Wonderful  Stomach  Rem- 
edy," which  appears  to  be  similar  to  'Fruitola'  recently 
exposed  by  you,  I  have  found  on  a  superficial  examina- 
tion that  the  Riasses  which  closely  resemble  gall-stonea 
consist  of  a  soap,  part  of  Wliieb  is  insoluble.  I  would  like 
to  know  whether  the  base  of  the  insoluble  portion  of  the 
soap  consists  largely  of  magnesia.  If  so,  is  it  probable 
that  this  base  is  furnished  by  the  saline  cathartic  given 
after  tbe  remedy  or  ia  a  sulTieicnt  amount  of  earthy  base 
excreted  by  the.  intestine  to  cousc  the  formation  of  so 
large  an  amount  of  these  pseu<io -calculi !" 
To  be  able  to  answer  this  question  intelligently,  tlie  Associa- 
tion's chemists  analyzed  not  only  the  nostrum  but  also  the 
"gftll-stanfis."     Tbe  laboratory  report  iollows; 
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"Mayr'fl  Wonderful  Stomach  Remedy"  consiBts  of  a  bottle 
of  oil  and  two  powders  contained  in  a  red  carton  on  which 
appears  the  following: 

"Maeb's  Woxderful  Stouach  Beuedi  for  Slomai^h  TrouMeB. 
Indigestion.  Gases  In  the  Stomach  and  Intestines,  Dlzzlaesa  and 
FalDtiDg  Spells,  Colic  Attacks,  Torpid  Llvec.  CanBllpatlon.  Gaa- 
trltla.  Xellow  Jaundice.   Appendlcltia,   Gallstones,  etc. 

"The  above  allmenis  are  mainl;  caused  by  the  clogging  o(  tbc 
Intestinal  tract  with  polsonoua  accretions — which  arc  caused  b; 
a  catarrhal  condition  ot  the  gall-bladder  and  duct,  liver,  stomach 
and  iDtestlnaE  tract — backing  up  poisonous  flulda  Into  the  stomach, 
and  otherwise  deranglog  the  digestive  system. 


Photographic  reproduction  (nctnnl  size)  of  some  of  tlie  : 
gatl-atones  passed  by  a  victim  who  had  taken  Mayr'a  W 
Stomach  Bemedy,  Anybody  can  perform  the  same  trick  by 
n  pint  ot  olive  oil  and  following  It  up  with  a  seldUIz  powde 
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?moyci   tlwBe  accretioDB  wltbout   aar- 
Bnmmatlon   from   Ibe   entire  tDtestlnal 
tract  and  renders  me  tame  antiseptic." 

A  pamphlet  comes  nith  the  bottle  consisting  chiefly  ot  that 
alieet  anchor  of  the  patent  medicine  taker — teatimoaiala.  Of 
course  fraudulent  claims  are  made. 

"Price  »1.00  per  bottle;   worth   1100.00." 

"A   positive  rempdj  lor  appeniilcltia." 

"It  Is  composed  o(  notlilng  but  strlctl;  pare  [ood  vegetable 
Ingredients." 

"Unsurpassed  lor  liver  complaint." 

"Those  who  believe  that  they  have  gallstones  we  Implore  jou — 
Don't  lubmlt  to  a  dongrroui  mrgical  opemflOTi.  .  .  .  The 
full  course  ot  Ma;r's  Wonderful  Stomach  Bcmedr  Dot  onlj  pato' 
leasly  removes  this  accretion,  but  allays  tbe  Inflamed  or  catarrbsl 


advertisement 


The  instructions  for  taking  this  nostrum  directed  the  patient 
to  take  one  powder  nt  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon;  at  bed- 
time the  entire  contents  of  the  bottle  (about  a  half-pint)  was 
to  be  taken  at  one  dose.  The  ne^t  morning  the  second  powder 
was  to  be  taken.    The  patient  was  told: 

*'Whea  tbe  bowols  operate  use  a  vessel  and  note  tbe  poisonous 
secretlona  removed  b;  this  remedr,  la  lome  eases  dark  green  or 
yellow  lumps  varying  In  size  from  a  fine  bead  to  an  olive — In 
severe  cases  even  lorgi^r.  In  other  cases  auantlties  ol  thick 
tennclOuB  slime  or  mutous  [««.■).  These  a 
ening  and  poisonous." 
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The  bottle  contained  about  tit.  ounces  of  a  bland  yellow  oil, 

which  from  the  results  of  analysis  appeared  to  be  olive  oil. 
The  powders,  each  of  which  weighed  about  one  ounce,  appeared 
to  be  ordinary  Roclielle  Bslta,  one  iliaguised  by  the  uddition  of 
about  6  per  cent,  compound  licorice  powder  and  the  other  bj 
the  addition  of  about  4  per  cent,  powdered  licorice  root. 

From  the  composition  of  the  nostrum,  as  determined  by 
analysis,  it  was  expected  that  the  concretions,  which  the  physi- 
cian had  submitted  for  examination,  would  be  found  to  consist 
of  a  sodium  soap  formed  in  the  intestinal  canal  by  the  action 
of  the  alkaline  fluids  on  the  fatty  oil.  Aa  no  magnesium  was 
found  in  the  preparation,  the  correspondent's  suggestion  that 
the  "gall-stones"  might  be  a  magnesium  soap  did  not  appear 
plausible.  Nevertheless  it  was  thought  worth  while  to  demon- 
strate in  a  general  way  the  composition  of  these  masses. 

The  so-called  gall-stones,  weighing  in  tlie  aggregate  about 
21  grams  (315  grains)  were  grayish-green  and  of  the  size 
sho«ii  in  the  illustration.  When  received  they  had  the  con- 
sistency of  soft  wax  but  on  standing  in  the  laboratory  tor 
several  days,  the  material  sepafated  into  a  dark  oily  portion 
and  an  amorphous  fjray  part.  Analysis  demonstrated  the 
presence  of  both  free  and  combined  fatty  acids  as  well  as  of 
considerable  sodium  and  some  potassium.  Lac^  of  material 
made  it  impossible  to  determine  whether  the  combined  fatty 
acids  existed  is  combination  with  sodium  or  potassium  or  in 
the  original  condition  as  oil;  for  the  same  reason,  it. was 
impossible  to  determine  in  what  form  the  sodium  and  potas- 
sium were  present.  As  the  amount  of  sodium  found  was  in 
itself  more  than  sufficient  to  account  for  a!l  the  combined 
fatty  acids,  it  is  probable  that  the  masses  consisted  essentially 
of  free  fatty  acids  and  soap  (sodium  salt  of  fatty  acids) . 

In  short,  the  so-called  gall-stones  are  principally  a  mixture 
of  fatty  acids  and  soaps  produced  by  the  action  of  the  alka- 
line intestinal  fluids  on  the  large  amount  of  oil  taken. 
{Modified  from  The  Journal  A.  M.  A..  Aug.  19,  1911.) 
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We  I 


THE   HOMES   COMMISSION'S   LIST 
cently  referred  to  the  Urge  amount  of  information  of 


interest  to  physiciana  which  appears  in  the  "Report  of  the 
Preaident's  Homes  Commission,"  and  we  quoted  from  the  re- 
port a  list  of  "patent  medicinea"  which  contftined  practicallj 
no  medicinal  agents  except  alcohol.  In  another  part  of  the 
uime  report.  Dr.  Lyman  F.  Kebler,  chief  of  division  of  druga 
of  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  aaya:  "There  are  on  the 
market  many  medicinal  preparations  which  contain  as  in- 
gredients habit-forming  drugs.  Such  drugs  are :  Alcohol ; 
opium  and  its  derivatives,  notably  morphin,  codein  and 
heroin;  cocain;  chloral;  cannabisindica;  acetanilid;  etc."  Some 
of  these  preparations  containing  habit-forming  drugs  other 
than  alcohol  are  given  in  the  "Preaident's  Homes  Commia- 
eion"  report  and  are  here  arranged  alphabetically  under  the 
habit-forming  drug  which  they  contain: 


OneDa;  Cougb  Cure  (i 
Captol 


CANNIBIS     IND[CA 

PlSO'B    I 


D.  D.   D.   Remedy 


Oi'iuM    AND   ITS    Derivatives 
BoBchee's  Oerman  Srrup  (mor>      Harrison's  Opium  Bllilr 


Carney  Common  Sense  Cure 

(morphin) 
CUlldren'a  Comfort    (morphin) 
Colwell'H    Esrptlan   Oil    (opl- 

Crofla  man's    Speclflc    Mixture 

(opium) 
Dr.  Drake's  German  Croup 

liemedy  (opium) 
Dr.  Fabrney's  Teething  Syrup 

(morphia) 
Dr.    James'   SooCbinK   Syrup 

(heroin) 
Dr.  Seth  Arnold's  Congh  Killer 

(morphin) 
Dr.  Moflett's  Teethlna ;  Teeth- 
ing  Powders    (opium) 
Godfrey's  Cordial  (opium) 
Gowan'a    Pneumonia   Cure 

(opium) 
Hablttaa  (morphin) 


(opluc  . 
Hooper's    Anodyne,    The   In- 

lanlB  Friend  (mnrpblnl 
Jayne's  Expectorant  (opium) 
Magulre's    Compound    Glitract 

Benne   (morpbln) 
Mexican  Oil   (opium) 
Mrs.  Wlnstow'a  Soothiai  Syrup 

(morphin) 
One  Day  Coagli  Care  (mor- 
pbln, also  cannabis  Indtca) 
Petlt'B  Eye  Balve  (morpbln) 
Pierce's  Smart  Weed  (opium) 
Reial  Cholera  Cure  (opium) 


Taylor's  Sweet  Gum  and  Mul 

lein  Compound  (morphin) 
Toualey's    Sneezeleas   Snuff 

Tuberclne    (opium) 
Victor  Lung  Byrup  (Opium) 
Walkln'a  Anodyne   (heroin) 
Wright's  Instant  Sellel 

The  Joarml  A.  U.  A.,  May  29,  1909.) 
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COCA-BOLA 

[The  following  article  by  Mr.  E.  F.  Ladd,  Food  Comrais- 
Bioner  of  Nortli  Dakota,  appeared  in  the  October.  1909,  bulle- 
tin of  tlie  North  Dakota  Experiment  Station.] 

We  have  reeentl;  had  oceaiiion  to  examine  a  eample  of 
Coea-Bola,  a  prodiirt  labeled  na  having  been  produced  by 
Charles  L.  Mitchell.  M.D.,  Philadelphia,  and  the  face  label 
beara  the  following  statement: 

Kach  ounce  contalnR  0.71  grams  of  coealn.  A  chewing  paste  o( 
leaves  «{  tbe  cocoa  plant,  combined  wtth  other  valuable  tonics. 

The  directions  for  use'sa;^  cocn-bola  is  made  in  the  form  of 
flat  cakes  or  plugs  divided  into  aqoaris  and  should  be  used  by 
chewing  one  of  the  small  squares  marked  on  the  plug  and 
swalloiving  the  saliva.  They  further  say  it  should  be  used  at 
occasional  intervals  as  needed  throughout  the  day.    To  get  its 


full  elTect  it  will  be  necessary  to  use  several  squares.  Tliey 
further  say: 

Altboush  a  powerful  musciilaf  or  nervous  tonk,  coca-bola  has  no 
evil  Bfler-efTccts,  Hod  livDi'c  1^  far  superior  to  auy  oiber  stimulant 
Id  tbe  materia  mvdica. 

Now  this  information  given  out  in  the  advertising  which 
accomj^anies  eaeb  pufkiige  in.  it. would  aueni,  intended  to  give 
tlie  impression  that  this  ])roduct  is  an  entirely  harmless  one; 
m  other  words,  that  a  preparation  containing  eocain  as  an 
active  coustituent.  is  to.  he  generally  recommended  for  use 
without  any  caution  aa  to  the  harm  that  may  come  from 
forming  a  habit  for  coeain.    They  further  say: 

A  small  portion  chewed  occasionally  acts  as  a  powerful  tonic 
to  tbe  muBonlar  and  nervgiia  svs(i-in,  eaabllng  Ibe  cbcwer  to  perform 
additional  labor,  and  also  relloyes  falJKiic  and  exhauatiOD  witboiit 
evil  after-effects.  It  contains  no  InjurlouB  Ingredients  and  Is  per- 
fect I  y  barm  I  PBS. 
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So  we  might  quote  from  the  circular  which  h  aent  out  b; 
a  man  who  claiois  to  be  a  physician,  urgiug,  aa  it  were,  on 
tlie  |>copte  the  use  of  a  product  of  this  Idnd,  which,  as  has 
clearlj-  ijeeii  sliown,  must  in  tlie  end  result  in  the  formation  of 
tlie  cocain  habit,  if  not  in  the  complete  demoralization  and 
degradation  of  tlie  individual  himself. 

The  laws  of  North  Dakota  prohibit  the  sale  of  any  com- 
pound or  product  in  the  state  which  contains  cocain  in  any 
form.  It  further  prohibits  tlie  refilling  of  a  phj'sician's  pre-. 
Ecription  that  contains  cocain.  and  yet  a  product  of  this  kind, 
it  would  aeem  from  information  that  has  been  gathered,  ia 
sold  directly  to  the  consumer,  althdngh  it  is  true  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  product  maintains  that  it  is  now  sold  only  to 
physicians.  In  a  letter  under  date  of  Aug.  19,  1900,  signed  by 
Charles  L.  Mitchell,  M.D.,  he  aaya: 

What  UtHe  we  e«ll  now  conforms  sirlctly  with  the  reqnlrements 
of  the  United  Statex  Turc  Food  and  Drug  Law.  aod  Is  soJd  only  on 
special  order  ot  pbyalctana  and  Ibeir  prcsc  rip  Hong. 

Under  date  of  September  7.  I  called  the  attention  of  the 
proprietor  to  the  fact  that  the  laws  of  this  state  would  not 
permit  of  the  sale  of  such  a  preparation  in  North  Dakota.  In 
reply,  1  received  a  letter  which  is  self  explanatory,  as  follows: 

E.  F.  Ladd,  Sarlh  Dakota  Agrtcultuia 

y.D. 

Dear  Bir:  Your  favor  of  September  7fh  doly  received  for  whicti 
please  accept  'my  thanks.  Owing  to  xbf  "crank"  l^glslatloD  of  mauj 
states  we  have  discontinued  the  manufacture  of  oil  coca  and  cocain 

an  old  pachaBe  of  onr  coca-liola  docs  It  at  his  awn  rlsb.  as  neces- 
sarily, having  been  put  out  some  time  ago.  there  Is  no  tiuarantce, 
and  we  wilt  not  protect  him.  The  people  are  getting  a  little  sense 
into  their  heads,  however,  graduallii,  and  tbey  will  sometime  realize 
that  preparations  of  both  coca  and  cocain  have  an  bonest  and 
legltlmSte  use  by  the  medical  profession  Ynur  it«t»  Uw  Is  silly, 
and  on  a  par  with  the  0  fool  bed  sheet  laws  of  Texaa  and  Oklahoma 
Of  coiii'se.  your  duty  Is  to  enforce  the  law,  not  to  criticise  it.     I  can 

Diet,  by  C.  L.  M. 

A  letter  of  this  bind  needs  no  comment,  and  a  product  of 
this  kind,  in  the  judgment  of  the  writer,  can  only  be  sent  out 
for  malicious  purposes  and  its  sale  is  illegal  in  North  Dakota. 
We  warn  the  public  against*  eitiier  handling  tlie  same  or 
using  the  same,  if  they  would  avoid  the  formation  of  a 
serious  drug  habit  and  one  that  muit  result  in  positive  injury 

This  product,  put  up  in  the  form  of  a  gum,  would  easily 
take  the  place — for  one  who  had  formed  the  habit  for  cocain — 
of  tobacco;  and  it  might  be  made  to  take  the  place  of  chew- 
ing gum  with  young  people  who  would  be  entirely  innocent 
of  the  intentional  we  of  any  such  preparation,  not  knowing 
the  evil  eflecta  tlmt  iiould  come  from  its  continued  use. 

In  the  judgment  of  the  writer,  no  man  who  will  allow  his 
name  to  be  coniioeted  with  a  scheme  of  this  kind  should  be 
permitted  to  digrace  the  profession  of  medicine  by  using  the 
title  M.D.      (From  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  Jan.  1,  1910.) 
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Captol"  19  the  name  of  a  hair  tonic  put  on  tbe  American 
market  b;  Miilhens  &  Kropff  New  York  Cit;  under  the  fol 
lowing  claim  a 

Captol  le  a  newlf  [nveoted  tbemlcal  product  of  tbe  Cheml'al 
Works    late  Pt    Bajer  &  Co     Flbcrfeld 

tbp  outcume  of  ttie  J  Int  ODdensatloa  of  tannin  and 
cbtoral  and  possisBlDg  nelCbtir  lb  unpleaBaot  spcnndary  effects  oC 
tannin  nor  tbe  parllculnr  I  rltatlng  action  so  frequeatlj  ot>aerved 
In  the  employmerit  ot  cbloral 

The     nrlvalled  hair  tonic 

V   preTemlve   ot  baldness 
Contain''     ^ot  to  exceed     0  per  cent    akoboi    4  grains  chloral 
bydrate  to  [be  ounce   d  grains  Capto   pure  to  tbe  ounce 

Several  fornulaa  tor  Captol  hair  tonic  maj  be  found  in 
pharmaceutical  literature  W I  ile  they  differ  in  minor  respects 
they  agree  in  general  in  asiigning  to  this  hair  tonic  the  drugs 
chloral  hydrate  tartaric  acid  ind  alcohol  with  *<inal!  quanti 
ties  of  castor  oil  and  perfume  Some  of  the  suggested  for 
mulas  contain  reaorcin  and  salicylic  acid 

The  patent  files  show  that  in  ISO  a  German  patent  wis 
granted  for  a  process  hy  ul  ich  it  nai  claimed  that  chl  ral  and 
tannin  couli)  be  combined  Tbe  onH  other  infoimation  con 
cerning  the  compos  t  oi  of  tl  is  alleged  tannin  chloral  corn 
pound  IS  found  in  medical  and  ph  rmaceutical  journals  ot 
about  ten  years  ago  It  was  there  stated  that  Captol  is  a 
condensation  product  of  chloral  and  tannin  an  assertion  evi 
dentiv  based    >n  the  claims  made  in  the  patent  specifications 

tt  hile  one  is  given  tl  e  imprewion  tl  at  the  prod  ict  Captol 
IS  a  definite  chemical  substance  a  careful  {\aminatlon  of 
numeroiiB  priee  1  ats  shows  that  there  is  apparentlj  no  such 
eompoiind  for  sale  nn  the  American  market  4n  order  for 
Captol  from  a  large  whole  ale  drug  firm  brought  not  the 
substance  asked  for  but  tie  proprietary  hair  tonic  of  the 
same  name  and  said  to  contain  raptr)l  as  one  of  its  ingredients 
A  request  for  information  wa^  sent  to  the  Amencin  agentf 
for  the  firm  which  took  out  the  patent  on  Captol  The  agents 
replied  that  they  did  not  handle  this  pro  luct  and  referred  to 
MUlhens  t  KropfT  the  exploiters  of  Captol  hair  tonic  A  let 
ter  was  sent  to  the  latter  concern  a'king  for  information 
about  the  alleged  compound  Captol  and  for  a  specimen  of 
the  product      No  answer  was  reeened 
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As  this  alleged  corapounil  could  not  be  proettred  on  the 
American  market,  specimens  of  tite  hair  tonic  of  the  same 
name  ncre  examined  in  thr  laborHtorj'  of  Die  Anieripan  Med- 
ical An^tociation,  Ttie  cliemistn  reported  tliat  their  analysis 
iniiicated  that  Captol  hair  tonic  hoa  eHsenlitillj'  the  following 
composition: 

Cbloral  hrdratp  0.83    gin. 

Tanaic  add    1.3;W  gm. 

Tatlaric  add  l».8l    gm. 

Alcobol    84.44     ce. 

i'erfunn!    1 

Culorlne  matiiT }n  trace  of  each. 

Fixed  oil  tprvbablj  castor  oil). J 

he  chemists  further  reported  that  they  obtained  no  evi- 
dence to  ahav.-  that  the  tannin  and  chJnral  were  chemically 
combined  rather  than  merely  mixed.  From  the  results  of  their 
examination  and  bearing  in  mind  the  reluctance  of  the  manu- 
facturers to  furnish  information,  the  Association's  chemists 
concluded  that  it  is  "very  probable  that  no  such  compound 
of  tannin  and  chloral  is  present  and  that  the  proprietary  hair 
wash,  C'aptul,  is  nothing  more  than  an  aqneous- alcoholic  solu- 
tion of  chloral  hydrate,  tartaric  acid  and  tannin,  with  a  little 
fixed  oil,  coloring  matter  and  perfume."  (Abstracted  front 
The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  «cpi.  10,  JiUO.) 

EAU  SUBLIME 
Inquiries  were  recently  made  regurding  the  composition  of 
"£au  Sublime,"  a  hair  dye  put  nn  the  market  by  ^Irs.  H. 
Guilmard,  New  York.  Our  corrcapoudent  states  that  a  patient 
using  this  [irc[)ii  ration  was  sufTcrin':  from  "a  marked  lassi' 
tdde  and  an  obsfure  general  eruplioii."  Since  many  similar 
cases  have  bwn  reported  from  the  use  of  Mrs.  Potter's  Walnut 
Juice  Hair  Stain,— now  called  "JlrB.  Potter's  Walnut  Tint 
Hair  Stain"— which  owes  its  pcisonons  properties  to  the 
presence  of  paraphenylen  diamin,  the  presence  of  the  latter  in 
"Eau  Sublime"  was  at  once  suspef  ted.  In  -view  of  the  danger- 
ous nature  of  this  substance,  it  was  considered  of  importance 
to  make  a  chemical  examination  of  "Eau  Sublime"  to  deter- 
mine whether  or  not  piirnphenylen  dinmin  was  rcHpcnsible  tor 
the  effects  following  it-s  use.  On  request  tor  a.  specimen  of  the 
preparation,  the  correspondent  sent  an  original  package,  which 
was  cxamineil  in  the  Association  Laboratory.  The  following 
is  a  report  of  the  examination! 

"Eau  Sublime,"  as  received  in  the  Association  Lahora- 
tory.  was  contained  in  a  carton  scaled  with  a  label  bear- 
ing the  name  of  the  preparation,  itx  manufacturer  and  its 
uses.  The  carton  contained  two  one-ounce  bottles,  one 
marked  "A"  containing  n  brown  liquid  and  the  other 
marked  "B"  containing  a  colorless  liquiil.  The  eork  In 
this  bottle,  which  wa"  wired  dnwn,  was  bleached  where  it 
wai  exposed  to  the  liquid. 


ir,  Google 


HAIR     DYES  491 

That  one  of  the  ingredients  of  "Eau  Sublime"  is  para- 
phenylen  diamin  was  shown  by  the  response  of  the  liquid 
in  bottle  "A"  to  the  following  teats,  reeommended  for  the 
detection  of  paraplienylen  diamin:  Some  of  the  liquid  was 
mixed  with  an  equal  volume  of  hydrogen  peroxid  solution 
anil  the  mixture  placed  on  paper  or  eotton,  which  became 
bluish-black  on  drying,  A  splinter  of  pine  wood  dipped 
into  the  liquid  and  then  treated  with  dilute  acetic  acid 
'  became  bright  red.  The  diluted  acidlAed  liquid  became 
Tiolet  on  adding  ferric  chlorid  Holntion.  A  few  drops  of 
the  liquid  added  to  4  or  5  c.c.  of  a  1  per  cent,  solution  of 
potassium  permanganate  decolorized  the  tatter,  emitting 
at  the  same  time  a  faint  odor  of  ammonia.  A  drop  of  the 
liquid  placed  on  a  white  surface  and  then  treated  with  a 
drop  of  bromin  water,  became  at  first  a  bright  green  and 
then  a  dull  violet  color. 

The  identification  of  the  contents  of  bottle  "B"  as 
hydrogen  peroxid,  suggested  by  the  bleached  condition  of 
the  cork  and  the  pressure  of  the  gas  in  the  bottle,  was 
verified  by  the  following  teats;  Added  to  dilute,  acidified 
potassium  permanganate  solution  the  laiter  was  decolor- 
ized. A  few  drops  added  to  4  or  .5"  c.c.  of  an  acidified  solu- 
tion of  potassium  tlichromate  and  the  mixture  shaken 
with  6  c.c.  ether,  produced  in  the  latter  a  blue  color. 

These  tests  show  that  "Eau  Sublime"  consists,  essentially, 
of  hydrogen  perovid  and  paraplienylen  diamin.  This  empha- 
sizes the  need  of  cautioning  the  public  against  the  indiscrimi- 
nate use  of  hair  dyes,  particularly  tbo^e  containing  para- 
phenylen  diamin,  which,  although  exploited  as  "harmlt'S'^" 
preparations,  are  decidedly  dangerous.  The  tests  above  men- 
tioned could  be  carried  out  by  a  physician,  and  from  the 
results  of  such  tests  he  would  be  .placed  in  a  position  to  act 
as  an  adviser  and  to  caution  his  patients. 

"Eau  Sublime"  has  been  declared  misbranded  (*ee  index)  by 
the  federal  government  and  the  case  publi'^hed  in  Notice  of 
Judgment  Ho.  434.  While  no  mention  is  made  in  the  govern- 
ment's report  of  the  identity  of  the  essential  drug  in  the  nos- 
trum, the  statement  ii  made;  "the  use  of  said  drug  ["Eau 
Sublime"]  would  tend  to  produce  an  eczema  of  the  scalp." 
(Prom  The  Journal  A.  S.  A..  Nov.  5,  1910.) 


MRS.  POTTER'S  WALNTTT  JUICE  HAIR  STAIN 

This  preparation  is  manufactured  by  the  Mrs.  Potter  Hygi- 
enic Supply  Company,  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  It  was  analyzed  by 
the  chemistgtof  the  North  Dakota  Agriculture  Experiment  Sta- 
tion, who  found  it  to  constat  of  two  liquids  called  No.  1  and 
No,  2,  respectively,  which  according  to  directions  were  to  be 
mixed  before  the  dye  was  applied  to  the  hair.    Analyses  showed 
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bottle  No.  1  to  oontain  1,HG  per  cent,  absolute  hydrogen  per- 
oxid;  bottle  No  2  containeu  "a  strong  alcoholic  liquid  of  a 
liglit  brOM'n  color  containing  54.45 
per  cent,  absolute  alcoliol  by  vol- 
ume." No  leail,  bismuth  or  mer- 
cury com  pound  3  were  detected. 
1  he  report  goes  on  to  state  that 
"tlie  active  principle  of  the  dye 
appears  to  be  a  phenolic  com- 
jJOiind,  and  conforms  to  the  teats, 
etc.,  for  paraphcnylene  diamin,  an 
anilin  derivative  which  by  oxida- 
tion becomes  black  or  brown." 
The  poisonous  qualities  of  para- 
plienylene  diamin  have  long  been 
known.  Eighteen  cases  of  poison- 
ing have  been  reported  by  Cathe- 
lineflH.  Brocq'  descrilred  a  severe 
form  of  dermatitis  due  to  this 
chemical ;  BnUo  reports  a  case 
Tjplcal  advcrtlsemoqt  f  poisoning  diie  to  wearing  hose 

o(    Mrs.  Totters    Ilair  .r.     ,     ,'*,  ,      ,       .,t    ,,. 

Dye.  From  Human  LIfr.         which    had    been    dyed    with    the 
chlorate  of  paraphcnylene  diamin. 
and  Mewborn  reported  a  case  of  dermatitis  from  the  use  of  a, 
hair  dye  having  this  chemical  for  its  base. 

A  number  of  cases  of  poisoning  due  to  the  use  of  Mrs.  Pot- 
ter's Walnut  Juice  Hair  Slain  have  been  reported  to  The 
JouBNAL.    They  are  as  follows: 

Feb.  13,  1009,  Dp.  A,  Schalek,  Omaha,  Neb.,  1  ease. 

March  6.  1000,  Dr.  W.  W.  Barker.  Dorchester.  Mass..  1  case. 

March  15.  1000,  Dr.  W.  W.  Harrington,  Spokane,   Wash..  1   case, 

March.  IT.  lOOD,  Dr.  J.  D.  Gold,  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  1  case. 

April  T,  1000,  Dr.  H.  N.  Ewer,  Oakland,  Cal..  1  case. 

Mar  IS.  1000.  Dr.  J.  U.  Mackay,  Norfolk,  Neb.,  1  case. 

Au«.  13.   lOOO,   Dr.  E.  A.  Hannum.  Cleveland.  Ohio,  1  case. 

Aug.  18,  IBOO,  Dr.  3.  G.  Burke,  Pittsburg,  Ta.,  1  case. 

Aug.  18.  1000,  Dr.  W.  W.  Wood,  Jamestown,  N.  D.,  1  case. 

Sept.  6,  1000,  Dr.  r.  S.  Hor.  Washington,  D.  C,  1  case 

Sept.  8.  1000.   Dr.  D.  V.  Traver.  Stcelton.  Pa..   1   case. 

Sept.  13,  1009,  Dr.  M.  L.  Emerson,  Oakland.  Cal..  1  case. 

Sept,  14,  1000,  Dr.  A.  B.  Storey,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  4  cases. 

Sept.  SI,  1000.  Dr.  B.  Stanton.  ClnclDnaCl,  Ohio,  5  cases, 

Oct.  22.  1000.  Dr.  A.  P,  Good,  Philadelphia.  Pa..  -2  cases. 

Sept.  21.  1010.  Dr.  P.  R.  Straight.  Bradford.  I'a„  1  case. 

Oct.  4,  1010,  Dr.  H,  IS.  Ornisby.  Cleveland.  1  case. 

Oct.  17,  1910,  Dr,  H.  K.  Gashlll.  Philadelphia.  3  cases, 

Nov.  20,  1910.  Dr.  F.  Kft.  Philadelphia.  1   case, 

Jan.  26.  1911,  Dr.  G.  H,  MacOregor,  GarHcId,  Wash,,  l  case. 

April  27,  1011,  Dr,  F.  T.  Woodbury,  Ft,  D.  A.  Russell,  Wjo.,  1  case, 

Juno  7.  1011,  Dr,  E.  W,  Itowe,  Lincoln.  Neb,,  1  case. 

As  this  dye  does  not  depend  for  its  action  on  walnut  juice, 
the  name  would  seem  to  constitute  misbranding  within  the 
meaning  of  the  national  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  This  may  ac- 
count for  the  change  that  has  been  made  in  the  name  of  the 
preparation.     We  now  find  it  labeled  not  "Walnut  Juice"  hair 
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stain,  but  "Walnut  Tint."  Long  after  tlie  change  in  the 
label,  the  stutT  waa  still  advertised  in  the  newspaper  adver- 
tisements -88  "Walnut  Juice"  Hair  Stain,  and  tlie  deception 
was  carried  still   further  in  some  cases  by  an  accompanying 
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FABH'S    GRAY    HAIK    RESTORER 


4n  original  paciiigi  of  tbia  prepara 
t:on  tthich  la  ?old  by  the  BrooUme 
CliPmical  Company  Boston  Mas*  was 
'pnt  m  fo  tie  Association  s  laboratory 
Miih  the  request  that  it  be  analjzed  The 
phyaiuan  «ho  sent  it  reported  that  a 
patient  who  hid  been  using  the  hiir  d\e 
for  some  Ien„'th  of  time  complained  of 
attaeks  of  mjocardial  (heart)  weakness 
A  cursory  examination  was  made  b^  the 
A^so  iitioiis  ehemi'its  who  reportid  as 
follows 

\  bottle  of  Farrs  Gray  Hair  Restorer 

No    2   was   found  to  contain   an   ammon 

solution     of    siher     equivalent    to 

8  gm    of   silver   nitrite   per   100   cl 

IS  practicalh   2   j  grams  to  the  fluid 
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The  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  Bulletin*  No. 
12(9,  issued  J11I7  3,  IBOO,  sets  forth  the  results  of  an  investiga- 
tion conducted  hj  the  Bureau  of  ChEmistrj  with  regard  to  the 
harmful  effects  of  acetanilid,  antipyrin  and  acetphenetidin. 
During  recent  jears  the  use  of  these  remedies  and  prepara- 
tions containing  them  b;  the  people  at-  large,  without  the  SD- 
pcrvisiou  of  tlie  physiciaij,  has  increased  rapidly  and  investi- 
gation -has  shown  that  coincidentif  there  has  been  a  marked 
increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  poisoning  reported,  in  the 
number  of  fatalities,  and  in  the  number  of  iastanees  of 
habitual  use. 

Since  the  passage  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  June  30,  190fl, 
the  attention  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  has  been  di- 
rected to  this  subject,  particulariy  in  connection  with  the 
branding  of  drug  products  containing  one  or  moro  of  these 
agents,  and  nn  attempt  has  been  made  to  obtain  full  and  .reti- 
able  data  nith  regard  to  their' |)Oiaona us  qualities  with  the 
object  of  furnishing  information  to  the  public  which  woUld 
enable  them,  to  understand  that  these  remedies  should  be  em' 
ployed  with  caution  in  the  absence  of  reliable  medical  advice. 

The  investigation  was  conducted  along  two  lines:  First, 
an  inquiry  addressed  to  medical  practitioners  in  the  United 
States  with  regard  to  their  personal  experience  with  these 
drugs;  and,  second,  the  study  of  the  cases  of  poisoning  re* 
corded  in  medical  literature.  Nearly  a  thousand  tetters,  each 
containing  eighteen  questions,  were  addressed  by  the  depart- 
ment to  physicians  throughout  the  country,  the  object  being 
to  secure  information  which  would  represent  as  closely  ns  pos- 
sible the  conditions  existing  among  the  people  at  large  so  tar 
as  the  hai'tnful  effects  of  the  drugs  in  question  are  concerned. 
Four  hundred  replies  were  received. 

The  information  obtained  with  regard  to  the  number  of  in- 
etunccs  quoted  in  medical  literature  in  which  poisoning,  death, 
or  habitual  use  has  been  known  to  result  from  the  adminis- 
tration of  acetanilid,  antipyrin,  and  acetphenetidin  is  set  forth 
in  Section  A  of  the  accompanying  table.  The  information 
summarized  in  'Section  B  is  based  on  the  data  submitted  by 
physicians.     Granting   that   the   525   physicians   who   did   not 

1.  The  Harmful  EfTecCs  el  AcclBDlUd,  AnNpyrln  and  FheDacetla, 
by  L.  F.  Keblei,  rli  C,  M.D.,  cbier  Division  of  Druge.  Burean  or 
Chemistry,  with  lUc  collaboration  of  Drs.  P.  T.  Morgan  and  Philip 
Bupp,  assistant  cheoilsts. 
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reply  had  no  caseB  to  report,  the  question  may  profitably  be 
asked,  if  926  physicians  have  obserTed  814  caaea  of  poisoning 
by  theae  drugs,  29  deatha  nhich  are  attributed  to  their  use, 
and  136  instances  of  habitual  use,  hovr  many  such  cases  hare 
in  alt  probability  been  observed  by  the  125,000  physicians 
Mattered  throughout  the  United  States  I  The  summary,  C, 
includes  both  the  number  of  cases  recorded  in  medical  litera- 
ture and  those  reported  by  physicians. 


Acetanllld  . 


Total 
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Acetan!lld   i 

Antlptcla   

Acetphenetldin    

Total    i 

C TOTU.     NOUBKQ     C 


ADtlprrtL     — 

Acetphenetidin    168  10  18 

Total    1,188  54  ie» 

*  The  bulletin  contains  information  with  regard  to  dosage, 
the  extent  to  which  these  drugs  are  employed  by  physicians, 
poisoning  and  habitual  use,  the  nature  of  the  ill  effects  pro- 
duced, etc.  It  bIso  contains  referenced  to  the  recorded  cases 
of  poisoning,  together  with  a,  brief  abstract  of  each  case. 
—(From  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  July  31,  1309.) 

SANATOSIUMS    AND   THE    ACEIANILID    HABIT 

A  phyaician  in  charge  of  a  sanatorium  writes:  "I  enclos 
herewith  a  'form'  letter  and  question  blank  which  1  received 
recently  from  St.  Louis.  I  may  be  entirely  too  wary  but  I  am 
auspicious  that  thiH  is  a  collection  of  'statistics'  to  combat  the 
work  of  the  medicalprdfession  in  educating  the  pliysician  and 
the  laity  in  the  hurmfu'neaa  uf  acetanilid  and  similar  prepa- 
rations." 

Tlie  letter  which  the  doctor  encloses  ia  in  facsimile  form  aud 
pur|joi'ta  to  come  from  I'riel  S.  Boone,  M.D.,  of  St.  Louis,  who 
states  that  lie  is  ''piepaiing  an  exhaustive  article  for  publica- 
tion in  a  leading  medical  journal"  on  the  question,  "Is  aee- 
tanilid  a  liabit-fornitnf>  drug?"  To  obtain  the  necesitarv  data 
Dr.  Boone  in  "writing  to  every  hospital  and  sanitarium  in  the 
United  States."  KxaniinatioiL  of  the  question  blank  which 
accomtMuies  the  form   letter  discloses  the  fact  that  informa- 
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tion  is  wanted  regariltnx  not  neetaoilid  alonp,  but  also  anti- 
pyrin  aiiit  xi'i^tplieiietiiliii  ( [ilieiiaeetih  | .  Tlie  last  queatioti 
asked  runs  aa  follow^i: 

"If  jour  records  [of  caiea  of  habitual  age  of  tbem  drnga]  are 
Incomplete,  would  you  allow  a  repulable  pbjBlclaa  to  loreBUsate 
the  aboie  mentioned  cases  so  thai  he  tould  write  with  pOBltlieDess 
about  them,  and.  If  necesMirj,  make  oath  to  the  truth  of  Me 
reportt"     [Italics  outa. — Kd.] 

Dr.  Boone,  opines  that  the  recipients  of  his  queriea  "may 
hesitate  to  answer"  the  question  just  quoted,  but  he  truata 
that  its  importance  will  be  evident  when  be  explains  that 
"it  is  current!;  reported  that  the  manufacturers  of  acetanilid, 
pbenacetin,  etc.,  have  decided  to  prosecute  all  libelera  of  these 
drvga"  [ItnlicB  again  ours.— Ed.]  and  he  wishes  to  malce  no 
statement  that  be  "can  not  Hubatantiate  under  oath."  Surely 
the  life  of  the  eel  lector  of  medical  statistics  is  unusually 
hazardous.' 

For  the  purpose  of  aiding  Dr.  Boone  in  bis  arduous  aearcb 
for  truth  on  the  "much  mooted  question,  'Is  acetanilid  a  habit- 
forming  drugf"  we  direct  his  attention  to  a  work  that  should 
prove  of  invaluable  assistance.  We  refer  to  Bulletin  12S  of 
tbe  Bureau  of  Chemistry,  entitled  "The  Harmful  ESects  of 
Acetanilid,  Antipyrin  and  Fhenacetin."  This  interesting  study 
to  which  we  have  previously  called  attention,  records  112  cases 
of  the  acetanilid-babit.  Of  this  number,  at  least  60,  or  44.G 
per  cent,  of  tlie  cases  were  those  of  patients  who  took  proprie- 
tary preparations  of  the  drug. 

From  this  we  would  not  wish  to  give  any  bias  to  l>r. 
Boone's  statistics.  We  harilly  espect,  however,  that  such  will 
be  the  case.  Dr.  Boone's  name  appears  as  the  author  of  an 
article  entitled  "A  Therapeutic  Study  of  Antikamnia  and 
Heroin  Tablets" — an  article  that  has  been  vei^  eitensively 
"quoted"  and  has  been  sent  out  in  its  entirety  by  the  Anti- 
kamnia Chemical  Company.  Under  these  circumstances  we 
may  be  forgiven  if  we  venture  the  opinion  that  Dr.  Boone  is 
not  likely  to  be  unduly  prejudiced  against  "headache  tableta" 
in  general  and  fake  "synthetic"  coal-tar  mixtures  in  particular. 
We  await  with  breathless  interest  the  appearance  of  Dr. 
Boone's  "exhaustive  article"  and  we  must  confess  to  some 
degree  of  curiosity  regarding  the  name  of  the  "leading  medical 
journal"  in  which  these  invaluable  data  will  appear. —  i  Modi- 
fied from  The  Journal  A,  M.  A.,  A.u>j.  i.},  1909.) 

[When  Dr.  Boone's  "article"  finally  appeared  it  came  to 
light,  not  through  the  pages  of  a  "leading,  medical  journal," 
nor,  so  far  as  could  be  learned,  through  tbe  pages  of  any 
journal,  but  aa  a  Sooklet.  Thousands  of  the^e  booklets  were 
sent  broadcast  to  physioinnB,  and  the  Antikamnia  people 
offered  to  send  tiiem  to  the  public.  A  fulsomely  laudatory 
"review"  of  the  Boone  booklet  was  reprinted  by  the  cheaper 
medical  journals  in  the  advertising  pages  ("reading  notices" 
department)    of    their    piiblications. — Ed.] 
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ACETANILID  UIXTURES 

When  the  attention  of  tlie  p:',blic  -was  first  callel  to  the 
danger  of  the  indiscriminate  uae  of  acetanilid,  the  Council  on 
Pharmacy  and  Chemistry  of  the  American  Medical  Association 
requested  one  of  iU  committees  to  investigate  a  number  of 
preparationH  then  on  the  maritet  which  were  thought  to  con- 
tain acetanilid  as  the  essential  drug.  Tlie  committee  repoited 
the  result  of  its  findings  and  the  result  was  published  in  Thb 
JouBKAi.  June  3,  1905. 

According  to  the  analyses  of  the  contents  of  original  sealed 
packages,  of  the  following  preparations,  thej  were  found  to  be 
mixtures  rontaining  the  following  ingredients  approiiniately 
in  the  proportions  given  .- 


A-nmonoi   

Koebler'e  irache  Twi 

Pbenalgln  

Salacelln 


ANTIEAMNIA 

The  composition  of  antikamnia  in  1005  has  already  been 
given  above.  It  is  there  stated  to  have  contained  the  follow- 
ing ingredients  approximately  in  the  proportions  given: 

Acetanilid    68 

Sodium  BIcartKinate  20 

Cnffefn   S 

Citric  Add B 

At  the  time  the  federal  Food  and  Drugs  Act  went  into ' 
efTect,  which  requires  that  the  presence  of  acetanilid  should 
be  stated  on  the  lnl>el,  the  manufacturers  of  antikamnia  sub- 
stituted acetphenetedin  (phenacetin)  for  acetanilid  in  their 
preparati&ns.  For  some  time  after  the  change  in  composition, 
from  acetanilid  to  acetphenetidin,  had  lieen  made  in  the 
product  as  sold  in  this  country,  antikamnia  was  still  sold 
in  Great  Britain  in  its  old  form.  There  ia  no  law  over  there 
requiring  the  presence  of  acetanilid  to  be  declared  on  the  label. 

Besides  being  advertised  in  a  certain  class  of  medical  jour- 
nals, antikamnia  is  also  advertised  directly'  to  the  public  in 
theater  programs  and  newspaper  almanacs.  The  most  com- 
mon method  of  reaching  the  public,  however,  is  b.y  means  of 
"form  letters"  and  samples.  One  "form  letter"  reads  as 
follows : 


SOBTRUMH 


»  Co  UPAS  r." 


A  pamphlet  entitled  "Practical  Prescriptions"  accotupaiiies 
tbiH  form  letter  aad  contains  a  list  of  diaeagea  and  morbid 
states  arranged  alphabetically  from  "Atroholiam," .  "ABthma" 
and  "Backache"  to  "Wind,"  "Women's  Pains"  aad  "Worry." 
For  the  122  conditions  listed,  "Antikamnia,"  "Antikamnia  and 
Codein"  or  "Laxative  Antikamnia  and  Quinine"  are  recom- 


■  ^^^'.h  J.S    THE  AHTUAHNU     LSCiiS'jS^ 


A  reduced  reproduction  of  a  full-paee  Antikamnia  advertlae- 
msnt  appearing  In  tiic  Sew  York  World  AlTiianac,  1911.  The  Atitl- 
kamnla  concern  does  com  pa  rail  Tel  y  little  adverlialog  direct  to  the 
public,  eicept  bj  means  ol  circular  letters  and  samples.  It  tellea 
on  phrslclaDB  acting;  as  unpaid  pedlecs  of  Its  nostrum. 

mended,    demonstrating    that    the    "prescriptions"    are    more 
"practical"  than  scientific. 

In  many  respects  the  methods  of  the  proprietors  of  "head- 
ache powders"  and  "anti-pain  pills"  are  less  ofTensive  to  one's 
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Bense  of  profesaional  decency  thao  the  course  pursued  b;  the 
Autikamnia  people.  The  former  have  at  least  never  recom- 
mended their  produeta  as  "athical  proprietaries;"  they  have 
not  used  medical  men  as  their  unpaid  agents;  tlie  claims  made 
for  their  products  have  been  no  more  exaggerated;  and  they 
have  not  found  It  necessary,  from  the  requirements  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  to  change  their  formula  to  avoid  giving 
the  lie  to  their  former  claims. 


BROMO-SELTZSS     . 

In  response  to  requests  for  information  regarding  the  com- 
position of  bro mo-seltzer,  we  had  the  preparation  analyzed. 
According  to  the  analyses,  100  parts  of  the  effervescing  salts 
contain: 

Potaaslum    bromtd    10.53  parts 

AcetanlLId 4,58  parts 

Callein    1.20  parts 


BROMO- 
SELTZER 

CUfiES 

'HEADADHES 


A  reduced  photographic  reproduction  of  a  typical  Bramo-Seltzer 

Assuming  an  average  dose  of  the  preparation — a  teaapoonful 
— to  weigh    78  grains   (5.0  gm.),  each  dose  would  contain: 

PotaBstum  bromid T      grains   (0,5     gm.). 

AcrtanlUd    3      grains   <<).2     gm.). 

Since  a  half  ounce  of  this  preparation  is  often  taken  at  a    , 
dose,  and  since  many,  especially  women,  are  taking  it  Jaily, 
it  ia  anything  but  "harmless."     [From  The  Journal  A.  If.  A., 
Feb.  JO.  J90G.) 

Dr.  D.  T,  Qiiigley,  North  Platte,  Neb.,  reported  a  case  of 
poisoning  from  this  preparation.— Tub  Journal,  Feb.  10, 
1006,  p.  454. 

Dr.  W.  J.  Robinson,  New  York,  reported  a  ease  of  impo- 
tence following  the  excessive  use  of  this  nostrum. — Tub  Jocb- 
NAL,  Aug.  18,  1006,  p.  508. 

Dr.  H.  B.  Hemenway,  Evanston,  111.;  reported  the  death  of  a 
woman,  aged  31,  from  acetanilid  poisoning  caused  by  taking 
bromo- seltzer.— The  Jolbsal,  Dec.  29,  1906,  p.  2158, 
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The  Hastings  Tribune,  Hastings,  Xeb.,  reported  the  case  of 
the  deatli  of  Mrs,  Lena  Shepland  of  tliat  city.  Mrs.  ShepUnd, 
having  a  headadie,  took  a  dose  of  Bromo-t^eltzer;  this  not 
giving  the  desired  relief,  she  aUu  took  a  dose  of  Antikamniti. 
An  hour  later  she  was  dead  from  heart  failure  induced  by 
these  lieart- depressing  noatr urns.— Tub  Joubnal,  July  16, 
1010. 

CAPUDIKE 
A  great  man7  inqairies  reach  the  Asaociatlon's  laboratory 
regarding  varioiH  noetrunu  and  "patent  medicines"  with 
requests  for  analyses,  but  the  number  of  preparationa  thus 
brought  to  notice  is  bo  great  that  it  would  take  an  array  of 
chemist!  to  satisfy  all  inquiries.  As  it  is,  only  sucli  prepara- 
tions are  examined  as  will  serve  as  eiamplcs  of  a  class  of 
nostrums  wliich  it  is  desired  to  expose  or  that  are  of  spedal 
interest  to  the  profession.  Hick's  Capudine  Cure — or  as  it  is 
known  to  physicians  "Elixir  Capu-Hicks" — is  one  of  such 
examples,  and  its  iuTeatiEation  has  been  deemed  adTisable. 

ICANDVACmmKBS'  CLAIH8 

The  manufacturers  —  the  Capudine  Chemical  Company, 
Baleigh,  N.  C. — issue  two  kinds  of  advertising  pamphlets — 
one  for  physicians  and  another  for  the  public.  The  medical 
profession  is  told  that  Capudine  is 

.  .  .  especlallr  recom mended  tor  the  relief  of  alt  beadaclies, 
colds,  la  grippe,  n«uralela,  bIcIe  bcadsche,  nervous  headache,  acldltf. 
flataleocy.  and  tDdlgestioD  pains,  also  lor  d^smeaorrbca,  atter  pains. 

inles  prepara- 

Ellilr  Capu  Is  compoaed  ot  tbe  combined  Bramlds  at  PotaBBlnm, 
Sodium  and  Ammonium,  CarTeln,  Cspu,  Cliilr  Peppermint,  Adjuvants 
and  Correctives,  Syrup  and  water,  q.  b. 

To  elucidate  further  and  for  the  information  of  those  who 
have  never  beard  of  the  substance  capu,  we  are  told: 

Capu  Is  a  cellulln  product — Chemical  rormula  C„rt-oNaOi  posses- 
sing ver;  powerful  aaalgtiilc  properties  and  Is  a  mua  antipyretic. 

In  a  "Laundry  Liat"  pamphlet  extolling  the  virtues  of  the 
remedy,  the  public  are  informed  that 

nicks'   Capudine   CURES   ell   headaches,    Indlgestloa,   la  ITlppe. 

No  remedy  ever  placed  before  a  suffering  mortal  has  the  wonder 

fully  quick  powers  of  Capudine. 
Hicks'  Capudine  Is  not  a  "dope"  ;  will  not  produce  a  habit- 
Try  this  splendid  remedy  and  enjoy  life  once  more. 
Capudine   Is  a    liquid,    acts   Immediately   and   la  sold  hy   dose  at 

soda  taunts,  and  Id  10.  25  and  SOc  bottles  at  drug  stores, 

LABOBATOBT  FOTDINOS 

Capudine   (whether  in  the  form  of  Elixir  Capu-Hicks,  or  as 

Hicks'    Capudine    Cure)    is   a    brown,    rather    syrupy    liquid, 

slightly  alkaline  to  litmus,  with  an  aromatic  odor  and  a  salty 
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taste.  Besides  8  per  cent,  of  alcohol,  Capudine  was  found  to 
contiiia  sugar,  aromatic?,  cblorids,  cairein,  antipyrin  and  salic- 
ylates. Quantitative  estimations  demonstrated  the  presence 
of  about  1.25  gra.  (10  grains)  of  antipjrin  and  caffein  to  each 
fluid  ounce,  and  salicytates  equivalent  to  about  O.Q  gm.  (14 
grains )  of  salicylic  acid  to  each  fluid  ounce.  Thus  ^pudine' 
depends  for  its  action  principally  on  antipyrin. 

COMMENTS 

As  a  barefaced  attempt  to  exploit,  at  the  sama  time  and 
with  the  same   preparation,  both  the  medical  profeeeton  and 
the  public,  this  nostrum  is  probably  preeminent  in  the  annals 
of  the  "patent  medicine"  business — a  business  whose  claims  to   ' 
deceit  and  mendacity  are  already  high.    That  medical  journals 


CAPUDINE 


Murfltalarli 
NEURALGIA 
UVAUHA 
■OGKAINE 


CAnnnn  chehku  co. 

,  N.  C 


.  HICKS' 

Capudine 

CURES  COLDS 

^CRiPPiKr^ss: 

id  Aching. 


ReproductEoQ  (redaced)  oF 
an  advertisement  to  the  public 
that  appeared  In  a  religions 
publication,   the  Baptiet  Flay. 


BepTOdnctlon  (reduced)  of 
an  advert! semen t  ot  Capudine 
In  a  medical  journal  {Medical 
BumHuav).  In  this  way  the 
pbj^lclan  Is  reached. 


Bbould  aid  and  abet  such  methods  would  seem  unbelievable.. 
Testimonials  are  forthcoming,  of  course.  In  the  pamphlet  to 
the  laity,  these  come  from  the  butcher,  the  baker  and  the 
candlestick  maker,  while  in  the  "literature"  to  physicians,  at 
.  least  Bome  of  the  testimonials — "case  histories,"  if  you  please! 
— come,  it  is  needless  to  say,  from  out  old  testimonio -maniac 
friend,  W.  T.  Marr^,  M.D.,  of  Peoria  Heights,  IH.  As  Dr. 
Marrs  has  recommended,  at  various  stages  of  his  literary 
career,  such  remedies  as  Neurilla,  Antikamnia,  Broniidia, 
Chionia,  Arsenauro,  Cactina  Fillets,  Thialion,  PhenoaeptJne, 
Papine,   Calcidin   and   others   too   numerous   to   mention,   his 


,Ot.)(.)^lc 


302  K08TRUM8 

opiDion  regarding  Capudine  must  be  considered  authoritative. 
Dr.  A.  S.  Beed  of  Naples,  Maine,  also  details  a  "case  history" 

in  which  the  marvelouit  results  achieved  by  the  administration 
of  Capudine  are  surpassed  only  by  the  still  more  marvelous 
spelling  and  composition  of  the  testimonial. 

In  the  lay  press  we  find  Capudine  extensively  advertised  in 
the  typical  "patent  medicine"  style.  In  the  "laundry  List** 
pamphlet,  previously  referred  to,  which  goes  direct  to  the 
public,  there  are  graphically  portrayed  some  of  the  conditions 
in  which  Capudine  is  indicated. 

For  the  purpose  of  determiJiing  the  attituda  of  the  Capudine 
Chemical  Company  regarding  its  policy  of  combining  the 
"patent  medicine"  and  "ethical  proprietary"  business  in  one 
and  the  same  preparation,  a  Chicago  physician  wrote,  asking 
.  if  it  made  any  partit^ular  difTerence  whether  he  wrote  a  pre- 
scription for  Elixir  Capu-Hicks  or  told  his  patients  to  go  to 


the  drug  store  and  ask  for  a  bottle  of  Hicks  Capudine  Cure. 
The  Capudine  Chemical  Company  rose  gracefully  to  the  bait 
and  swallowed  it  liook  and  line.  The  answer,  dated  Sept.  28, 
\Q<J6,  is  so  ingenuous  and  enlightening  that  we  give  it  almost 
in  full.  For  the  purpose  of  emphasizing  certain  passages  we 
have  employed  italics  and  small  capitals; 

"We  use'  the  name  Elixir  Capu-Eicka  so  that  Doctors 
can  write  for  It  and  have  their  prescriptions  filled  vnlhout 
the  consumer  knowing  that  it  is  the  same  (hinj;  as  the 
advertised  product.  A  great  many  of  our  doctor  friends 
prefer  this. 

"In  regard  to  the  cost  to  the  druggist  it  is  the  same  and 
we  presume  that  most  dbuqqists  dispense  CAPCDim;  bt 

THE  DOSE  OVER  THE  COUNTER  ANB  EHXIB  CaPU-HiCKS  ON 
PBESCEIPTION    FROM    THE    SAME    ONE-PINT    OB    ORI-OALLON 

Though  some  of  our  drug  friends  buy  it  labeled  as  Elixir 
BOTTLE  OP  Capudine, WHICH  la  pbrfecti-tall  hioht  [I  1]. 
Capu-Hicks  specially  for  their  prescription  trade." 
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"Perfectly  all  right"  indeed!  What  though  you  deceive  your, 
patient,  stultify  yourself  and  use  your 'druggist  as  a  catBpaw; 
just  so  you  incrCRSe  the  sale  of  Capudine  it  "is  perfectly  all 
righf'^for  the  Capudine   Chemical  Company. 

The  formula  furnished  physicians  is,  of  course,  a  joke.  The 
various  ingredients  given — without  quantities — are,  with  the 
exceptions  of  Capu,  tFell-kcown  drugs.  Capu  is  not  so  well 
known;  in  fact,  its  circle  of  acquaintances  is  limited  to  the 
Capudine  Chemical  Company.  According  to  the  company  {and 
if  it  doesn't  know,  who  does?)  "capu  is  a  cellulin  product — 
ohemicat  formula  CuHnN|0,,"  This  looks  abstruse  and  scien- 
tific, and  doubtless  in  many  cases  prevents  further  impertinent 
and  awkward  questions.  The  description  only  lacks  one  thing 
to  prevent  it  qualifying  tor  an  honored  position  in  the  hall  of 
fakes— a  "structural  formula"  of  weird  and  impressive  design. 
The  great  unknown — Capu — is,  of  course,  as  tha  analysis 
demonatratea,  oyr  old  friend  antipyrin.  On  the  "literature" 
furnished  physiciana  and  on  the  advertising  distributed  to  the 
public,  great  atreas  is  laid  on  the  fact  that  Capudine  "containa 
no  acetanilid."  This  puts  the  nostrum  in  that  dangerous  class 


FUNERAL  OF  MRS.  WINBURN. 


Her  Dealk  Waa  Doe  i 

Capndini 

Covington,  Qa..  Septpmlier  14.— fSpe-H 
clal,)— SChe  auciflen  death  ot  Mrs.  '" 
Winilturn,  at  Manafleld  yesterday. 
due  to  an  overdose  ol  capudine 
periodical  *ie'adacnea.  She  was  tile  .  . ,, 
of  Rev.  lot'  Wlnimrn.  Baptist  pastor  1 
.at    Mansfield,    and    leaves     five    small  1) 


i.  l&OS, 


Eeprottuctlon  from  the  Atlanta  (Ga.)  ConsMtuMo 
wbkb  glvfa  the   lie   direct  to   tne   stalemtnt  tbat  i.niiuuiue     uucb 
not  contain  poisonous  drugs." 

of  "patent  medicines,"  increasingly  common  of  late,  in  which  it 
lieart-depreasing  drug  is  present,  but  one.  unfortunately,  which 
the  Food  and  Droga  Act  does  not  require  to  be  specifically 
named  on  the  label.  Mr.  Adams,  in  the  "Great  American 
Fraud"  aeries  aaya,  in  apeaking  of  the  labels  on  "patent  medi- 
cines:" "If  the  words  'warranted  harmless'  appear  any- 
where, look  twice  over  for  the  Ethiopian  in  the  woodpile." 
We  would  say  if  the  words  "contains  no  acetanjlid"  appear 
on  the  label  of  any  "headache  cure,"  it  is  a  safe  guess  that 
some  other  equally  dangeroua  heart -depreasant  is  there  in  its 
place.  The  statements  that  {1)  "Hicks'  Capudine  is  not  a 
'dope'";  (2)  "does  not  contain  .  .  .  poisonous  drugs,"  and 
(3)  "will  not  produce  a  habit,"  are  three  separate  and  dis- 
tinct falsehoods.  As  to  ita  "harmlessness,"  a  telegram  that 
.  appeared  in  the  Atlanta  (Ga.)  Constittttion,  whjcb  we  repro- 
duce, refutes  briefly  but  tragically,  this  cruel  lie.  Dr.  E.  W. 
tWarren,  of  Palatka,  Fla.,  reports  the  case  of  a  woman  who 
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was  thonglit  to  have  tieea  nuTdered,  but  the  state's  attorney 
concluded  that  her  death  was  caused  by  too  much  Capudine. 

And  this  hjbrid  "  'patent  medicine'- proprietary"  is  to  be 
found  adverUsed  in  medical  journals!  How  much  longer  will 
the  medical  profession  put  up  with  it? — 'From  TA*  Journal 
A.  II.  A.,  Oct.  n,  1008.) 


"GETWELL  TABLETS" 

PfayBlciaOB  who  are  flnKnciall;  interested  in  the  exploitation 

of  questionable   proprietaries    (and   happily   we  believe   there 

arj  veiy  few  of  these)    uenally  eunue  their  coune  on  the 
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lubllc  a 


Getwi 


tableta. 


da  Che  tablets  sold  at 
tablets  and  "AnH-Corl- 
ri'pi'oducc'd.  Thla  am- 
Anti-Corl-Zlne ;    to  the 


grounds  that  their  preparations  are  advertised  in  medical 
journals,  therefore  they  must  be  ethical.  This  placebo  to  pro- 
fessional conscience  deceives  no  one,  neither  doea  it  excuse, 
but  it  permits  of  a  definite  answer  to  an  unpleasant  question. 
^^'ith  a  "patent  medicine"  it  is  different.  No  phj-Bician  who 
winhea  to  retain  his  self-respect  desires  to  become  in  any  way 
identified  with  so  disreputable  a  business.  It  ts  not  to  be 
wandered  at,  therefore,  that  when  a  "patent  medicine'*  firm  is 
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desirous  of  Belling  stock  in  its  concern  it  leaves  phyaiciana 
Beverel;  atone. 

Seme  of  these  concerns  evidently  believe  that  the  dental 
profession  does  not  share  the  feelings  of  the  physician  on  thia 
Biibject.  At  leaat  that  would  seem  to  he  a  justifiable  con- 
clusion after  reading  some  "form"  letters  sent  to  dentists  by 
a  Chicago  brolcer. 

"ReinE  a  dentist,  yoa  are  far  enooEb  removed  from  the  noBKInn 
of  professional  JealonBy  (mslntatDed  by  physlclansl  to  see  tbe 
■object  Id  Its  practk-sl  llgbt  and  I  take  It  that  proSts  made  from 
'patent  medicines'  are  lust  as  attractlre  to  yon  as  from  any  otber 


"All  of  this  IB  by  way  of  preeentlog  an  opportunity  of  shsrlna 
In  the  profits  of  one  of  the  blRcest  earners  In  the  proprietary  field 

yet    dlscOTered.       Thlg    la    the    Getwell    Tablets This 

tablet  hsa  been  In  nae  for  lb  years  In  St.  Loals  among  tbe  prac- 
lieloK  phyalclans " 

"A  year  SEO  s  company  was  orKSnlzed  amonR  the  moal  prninl' 
nent  men  of  St.  lyiuls  la  city  that  hoaata  more  hlR  fortunes  made 
frbm  patent  medlclnea  than  any  other  In  America)  called  the  Aatl- 
Corl-Zlne   Chemical   Company " 

"A  campaign  was  marie  in  Chlcauo  anfl  (10,000  spent  In  adver- 
tlsln«.     Tbe  BOPceBB  was  phenomenal." 

"Yon  douhtleaa  know  of  the  tremendous  snccess  made  by  tbe 
Lis.  whicn  has  made  the  orlelnator 
ly  notblnE  of  tbe  profits  It  made  for 


Then  follows  a  Btatement  of  the  amount  of  stock  that  is  to 
be  sold  and  a  glowing  prognoBtication  of  the  vast  profits  to  be 
made.  With  this  "form"  letter  Is  another,  purporting  to  be 
from  the  Anti-Cori-Zine  Chemical  Company  to  the  brotcer,  giv- 
ing information  about  the  financial  standing  of  the  company 
and  its  personnel. 

"Tbe  ofEcers  of  this  company  are  H.  W.  riartwell,  prealdent  (a 
phyBiclau  of  aj  yeara-  praclk-e  in  thta  city).  A.  D,  llartvetl. 
secretary  and  treasurer   (manufaciDrer  of  paints  a    * 

Joaeph    Urleaedleta.    vlce-prer' '■- 

Assn..  8t.  Lonis).     E.  It.  Itomuausr,  ...... u 

"Unr  tablets  are  made  nnder  contiact  with  Sharp  &  Dohme  of 
Baltimore,  Md.  They  cost  us  OS  cents  per  l.UOl)  and  after  PoiIdk 
and  preparation  for  the  market,  brlntt  na  $13,40  per  l.ouu." 

"You  are  no  doubt  acquainted  with  the  splendid.  proSta  made  on 
patent  and  proprleiary  medicines  at  tbia  kind,  sticb  ss  Orangeade. 
[UrangelneTI,  Cascarets,  It romo- Seltzer.  Bromo-CJuIn Ine,  Laxative 
I-epaln,  etc " 

".  .  .  .  The  biggest  fortunes  In  St.  LonIs  have  been  made 
on    patent   medicines " 

"IToflts  In  this  bOBlneas  ar 
600  per  cent,  la  only  normal, 
medicine  of  this  nature.     .'..." 

There  seems  to  be  no  particular  reason  why  this  new  acqui- 
sition to  the  ranks  of  the  "subtle  poisons"  should  not  be  a 
financial  aucceas.  It  apparently  fulfills  ail  tbe  essential  re- 
quirementB  of  "patent  medicine"  ethics:  (1)  It  has  been  In 
use  for  years  among  practicing  pbyeicians  (a  stoclc  falsehood 
In  this  line  of  business);  (2)  its  company  has  for  its  olBcers 
an  M.D.,  a  paint  maker,  a  brewer  and  an  LL.D.;  (3)  it  is  put 
up  "under  contract"  by  an  old-line  "ethical"  house;  and  (4) 
tberu  is  400  per  cent,  profit  in  it.    It  would  seem  that  under 
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Buch  BuBpicioua  eircumstancee  nothing  but  groee  mUnunage- 
ment  can  prevent  the  Anti-Cori-Zine  Company  from  scoring  a 
big  Hucceu,  kb  hate  many  St.  Louis  flrmi  in  the  lame  biuineea. 
Ab  to  the  tabletB  themeelTes,  thej  Taiy  in  no  way  from 
tbeir  prototypeB  and  are  adTertieed  nith  that  clasaie  disregard 
for  truth  that  characterizes  nostrums  of  all  elasBes. 

■■No  drug  habit  Is  formed  bj  the  use  of  Qetwell  Tablets,  even 
when  taken  for  long  successive  periods." 

■■-,..  even  persons  sulIerlnB  from  the  Bevcrest  forms  of 
heart  dlsesae  can  take  tbem  witbout  the  least  danger/^ 

"The  aversKe  dose  U  3  for  a  man  ....  robust  patients 
may  require  1  or  2  more  .  .  .  taken  at  oace  aad  repeated 
Id  bd  hour  If  the  mucous  discharge  is  not  stopped." 

The  virtues  of  this  wonderful  tablet  are  due  to  our  old 
friend,  acetanilid,  aided  and  abetted  bj  another  drug  that  is 
becoming  increasingly  popular  with  nostrum  mongers — codein. 
Of  the  former  there  are  practically  2  grains  to  the  tablet;  of 
the  Utter,  1/20  grain;  there  Is  also  a  small  amount  of  bella- 
donna. A  "robust  patient"  may  take — according  to  instruc- 
tions— five  tablets  as  a  "starter"  and  five  more  an  hour  later. 
After  thus  devouring  nearly  20  grsinB  of  acetanilid,  his  robust- 
ness might  be  somewhat  impaired,  but  as  this  is  a  business 
proposition  paying  400  per  cent".,  one  can  hardly  expect  the 
Antl-Cori-Zfne  Chemical  Company  to  mention  it. 

But  Oetwell  is  not  the  original  name  of  the  tablet;  its 
earlier  name  waa  Anti-Cori-Zine,  and  as  such  it  was  sold  to 
physicians. 

■'Anll-Corl-Zlne  U  an  ethical  preparation  advertised  only  to  the 
medical  profession." 

Like,  many  another  acet«nilid  misture  before  the  Food  and 
DrugB  Act  spoiled  the  game,  Anti-Cori-Zine  was  advertised 
as  a  "synthetic." 

■'Antl-Corl-Zlne  Is  not  a 
Ing  a  reputation  as  cold 
DftemicoJ."     [Italics  are  on 

PreBumably  an  enlightened  medical  profession  combined 
with  a  federal  statute  has  caused  the  "synthetic"  falsehood  to 
become  stale,  flat  and  unprofitable,  and  there  is  now  more 
money  to  be  made  in  advertising  to  the  public  direct  rather 
than  via  medical  journals  and  physicians. 

The  medical  profession  should  at  least  be  glad  to  leam  from 
an  outside  source  that  the  "position  of  professional  jealousy 
(maintained  by  physicians)"  prevents  it  from  looting  on  the 
"profits  made  from  patent  medicines"  as  "just  as  attractive" 
as  those  made  in  a  more  respectable  line  of  business.  The 
case  of  Dr.  H.  W.  Hartwell,  a  homeopathic  physician  of  St. 
Louis,  and  president  of  the  Anti-Cori-Zine  Chemical  Company, 
seems  to  indicate,  however,  that  the  "position  of  professional 
jealousy"  is  not  universally  maintained.  Doubtless  the  broad- 
ening influence  of  a  llnancial  venture  that  pays  600  per  cent, 
enables  him  to  rise  above  such  petty  things  as  "professional 
jealousy."   [From  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  Dec.  19,  1908.) 
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The  following  communication  from  Dr.  J.  R.  Hurley,  a  dis- 
trict health  oiliceT  at  Iloilo,  P.  I.,  throws  an  intereBting  light 
on  the  "patent  medicine"  busineas  in  the  Philippine  Islands: 

"I  helieve  that  you  are  keeping  a  record  of  the  proBccutions 
and  judgnenta  obtained  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  act.  I 
don't  know  whether  ;ou  are  interested  in  aueh  matters  in 
the  Philippines  or  not,  but  I  am  reporting  the  following 
case  for  your  information.  The  case  was  brought  against 
the  firm  known  as  'Tl>c  Estrella  del  Norte'  doing  a  general 
retail  business,  and  which  imports  and  distributci  a  Frencli 
proprietary  remedy  known  as  'Kephalose.'  All  sorts  of  impos- 
sible claims  are  advertised  for  this  nostrum,  including  those  for 
which  acetanilid  is  recognized  as  being  useful  when  intelli- 
gently prescribed  by  a  physician.  In  fact  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  manufacturers  and  e^tploiters  to  introduce  this  nostrum 
in  this  country  as  a  common  household  remedy. 

"The  nostrum  was  advertised  us  being  harmless,  and  rules 
for  dosage  were  contained  in  a  circular  which  goes  with  each 
box,  also  setting  forth  the  manifold  ailments  in  which  it   is 

"Apparently  to  comply  with  the  customs  regulations,  on  a 
small  yellow  label  on  the  boi  it  states  that  each  dose  (one 
tablel)  contains  2  grs.  of  acetanilid.  Inasmuch  as  it  was 
obviously  to  be  sold  broadcast  to  the  native  Filipinos,  a  small 
proportion  of  whoia  can  read  English  at  all,  much  less  know 
what  acetanilid  is,  and  on  account  of  the  well-known  toxic 
effects  of  acetanilid,  unless  prescribed  intelligently  and  with 
disetetion'where  it  is  indicated  by  a  physician,  it  was  decided 
to  prosecute  the  distributing  firm  under  two  counts. 

"To  prove  that  the  nostrum  was  miabranded,  and  that  the 
company  was  selling  dangerous  drugs  without  a  pharmacist's 
license,  samples  were  bought  in  the  open  market,  and,  prop- 
erly labeled,  sent  to  the  Bureau  of  Science.  Manila,  for  analy- 
sis. The  analysis  showed  Kephalose  to  be  composed  of  the 
following! 

Moisture    B.O 

Antip^rln   and  caffeln 76.9 

Acetanilid    truce 

Potasalum    bromia    3.8 

Sodium    carbonate    3.3 

Sugar    12.0 

100.0 
Colored  witb  an  anlUn  dje. 

"This  fact  was  brought  forward  at  the  trial,  together  with 
such  other  evidence  necessary  to  show  that  the  nostrum 
contained  a  dangerous  drug,  and  could  not  be  considered  as 
a.  household  remedy,  which  proved  that  the  nostrum  was 
misbranded,  and  that  the  company  was  therein  selling  a  dan- 
gerous drug,  without  a  physician's  prescription,  and  without 
a  licensed  druggist  to  put  it  up.  ^ 
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"Tlie  court  found  the  EitrelU  del  Xorte  guilty,  and  fined 
the  company  fifty  pesos,  an  amount  equal  to  twenty-five 
dollars,  gold." 

l>c.  Hurley's  letter  goes  to  show  that  the  American 
government  safeguards  the  bealth  of  the  Filipinos  more 
jealoualy  than  it  does  that  of  the  native  Americnn.  If  the 
manufacturers  of  the  thousand -and -one  acetanilid-  or  anti- 
pyrin -containing  nostrums  sold  to  the  laity  in  this  country 
BhouM  be  fined  for  selling  a  dangerous  drug  as  a  household 
remedy  what  a  howl  of  protest  would  go  up.  Doubtle^ie  Dr. 
U.  S,  Boone,  of  St.  Louis,  the  Antikamnia  people  or  the 
Proprietary  Association  of  America  would  at  once  set  to 
work  collecting  "statistics"  to  prove  the  innopoiisness  of  .inti- 
pyrin  and  acetanilid.     {From  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  Sept.  10, 

mo.) 


HIDOL    AND    HUUIO 

Repeated  warnings  to  the  public  of  the  dangers  of  acetanilid, 
antipyrin  and  acetphenetidin  and  the  requirement  in  tbe 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  which  make.i  it  obligatory  to  declare  the 
presence  of  acetanilid  and  acetphenetidin  on  the  labels  of 
"patent  medicines,"  have  been  responsible  for  the  growing 
unpopularity  of  nostrums  containing  these  drugs. 

During  tbe  past  few  months  ailvertisements  have  appeared 
in  the  newspapers  of  a  new  "headache  cure,"  the  advertising 
slogan  of  which  is  that  it  "contains'  no  acetanilid  or 
phenacetin." 

Tbe  name  of  this  preparation  is  Midol  and  it  ia  sold  under 
the  following  claims; 

"InBtantlr  relieves  headache,  nenralftla,  toothache." 
"Has  DO  depressing  effect." 

"More  effective  thao  antipyrin,  acetanilid,  pbenacclln  or  similar 
paln-rellevftig   products  " 

"MIdot  IH  the  one  sate-to-take  aid  ol  sufferers  of  headache." 

"Qalckly  relieves  patu  of  whatever  nature." 

"There  is  no  comulatlve  action." 

"No  had  effect  upoa  the  heart  or  other  organs." 

An  original  package  of  Midol  wa''  purchased  and  examined 
in  the  Association  a  laboratory      The  ihemists  reuort  follows 

Midol  IS  sold  m  the  form  of  white  tablets  each  weighing 
on  an  average  0  42o  gm  or  about  si\  and  one  half  grains 
The  tablets  are  soluble  in  water  chloroform  or  benzene  to  the 
eiitent  ot  about  80  per  cent  The  soluble  portion  appeared  to 
be  largely  composed  of  starch  with  aWit  4o  per  cent  of 
some  inorganic  matter  probablj  tile  The  chloroform  soluble 
portion  was  found  to  consist  chiefly  of  p>ramidon  cbemi 
cally  known  as  dimethyl  dimetb  lamino  p^  razolon  Besides 
pyramidon  the  chlor>torm  soluble  matter  lontained  i 
quantity  of  cafTein  and  may  ha\e  contained  small  a 
other  substances 

From  examination  it  is  concluded  that  Mi  lol  depends 
tiall)   on  pjramidon  for  its  therapeutic  effPLt 
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Pyramidon  is  a  proprietary  preparation  derivtd  from,  and 
having  tlie  antipyretic  and  anodyne  properties  of,  antipyrin. 
While  some  observers  liave  asserted  tliat  it  la  more  likely  to 
eauBC  collapse  than  are  either  antipyrin  or  acetphenetidin 
there  is  no  positive  evidence  of  this  assertion.  Tliat  the  use  of 
pyramidon  lias  been  until  recently  practieally  restricted  to 
physicians  may  account  for  the  fact  that  its  to\ic  effects  are 
not  as  well  known  as  are  those  of  antipyrin,  acetphenetidin, 
acetanilid.  etc.,  which  for  some  years  have  been  indiscrimi- 
nately used  by  the  public.  As  the  use  of  pyramidon  as  a  "pat- 
ent medicine"  now  bids  fair  to  become  as  general  as  the  better 
known  antipyretics,  it  is  probable  that  its  toxicology  will 
become  better  known. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  (hat  pyramidon  in  the  form  of  Midol 
is  put  on  the  American  market  by  the  General  Drug  Company, 
which  also  acts  as  a  distributor  of  salvarsan  ("606").  The 
General  Drug  Company  is  said  to  have  fnr  its  president,  W. 
M.  Hoge,  who  was  formerly  employed  in  the  comptroller'a 
office  during  the  administration  of  Herman  A.  Metz.  The 
vice-president  and  treasurer  of  the  General  Drug  Company  is 
Dr.  Gustave  P.  Metz,  brother  of  H.  A.  !Metz,  the  latter  being 
employed  by  the  Consolidated  Color  and  Chemical  Works  and 
being  president  of  Victor  Koechl  A  Co.  The  General  Drug  Com- 
pany, in  its  price  list  to  physicians,  lists  the  "ethical  pro- 
prietary" pyramidon,  but  contains  no  mention  of  its  "patent 
medicine"  Midol. 

Midol  is  not  the  only  "patent  medicine"  in  which  pyramidon 
is  the  essential  drug.  Nurito,  wliich  is  advertised  as  "not  a 
patent  medicine  but  a  proprietarv  preparation"  is  a  nostrum 
put  on  the  market  by  the  Magistral  Chemical  Co..  New  York. 
Here  are  some  of  the  claims: 

"Only  D.  8.  P.  Ingredients  are  used  in  Norlto." 

"Qoaranteed  to  relieve  or  your  money  refnoded,  Eheumatlstn, 
Bclatlca,  Neuritis." 

"There  Is  no  cooi pound  known  In  Died! cine  tbat  ho  ratloualiy, 
BClentiflcally  and  pffectlvelj  removes  waste  and  poisons  from  the 
human  system  as  Nurito." 

The  Association's  laboratory  recently  analyzed  a  specimen 
of  Nurito.     The  report  follows: 

A  dollar-size  package  of  Nurito  was  purchased  end  found  to 
rontain  seven  powders.  The  powders  ranged  in  weight  from 
9  to  12  grains,  the  average  weiqiht  being  nearly  11  grains. 
The  presence  of  pyramidon,  phenolphthalein  and  milk  sugar 
was  demonstrated.  Alkaloids,  acetanilid,  acetphenetidin, 
chlorids,  bromids,  iodids,  heavy  metals,  starch  and  sulphates 
were  absent.  Quantitative  examination  indicated  that  the 
composition  of  Nurito  is  essentially  as  follows; 

Milt   sugar    34  pet  cent, 

Phenolphthalein    6  pec  cent. 

Pyramidon     60  per  cent. 
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Eacli  powd«r,  therefore,  containa  about  2%  grains  ot  milk 
sugar,  %  of  a  grain  of  pbenolp}tthalein  and  6%  graina  of 
pyramidon. 

What  was  said  of  pyramidon  la  the  preceding  article  iipplies 
equally  well  here.  The  claim  that  Nurito  is  composed  of 
"U.  S.  P.  ingredients"  is  evidently  a  falsehood.  The  chief 
therapeutic  ingredienta  are  pyramidon  and  phenol phthalein, 
neither  of  which  Ja  described  in  the  United  States  Pharma- 
copeia.—(From  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  Aug.  JO,  191S.) 


"SHAC" 

The  campaign  against  the  indiscrimiiwte  use  of  headache 
remedies  certainly  has  done  some  good.  But  while  newspaper 
i-eports  indicate  that  there  are  fewer  cases  of  poiaonlng  and 
death  from  these  preparations,  some  excerpts  which  we  quote 
below  from  the  Sew  Idea,  &  monthly  journal  owned  and  pub- 
lished by  Frederick  Stearns  &  Co.,  and  devoted  to  advertising 
Stearns'  products  to  druggiats,  show  that  this  firm,  heedless 
of  the  warnings  uttered  by  physicians  against  the  indiscrimi- 
nate use  of  headache  remedies,  is  endeavoring  to  promote  the 
sale  of  SHAC  (Steams'  Head  Ache  Cure}  in  a  most  reckless — 
we  might  almost  say  criminal — manner.  Shac  is  put  up  in 
wafers  and  each  wafer  is  stated  to  contain  4  grains  of  acetan- 
ilid.  While  shac  is  sold  and  "pushed"  by  Frederick  Steams  & 
Co.,  Detroit,  it  is  stated  ou  the  package  to  be  "distributed  by 
the  Kymole  Co.  (Inc.),  New  York." 


Stearns'  Head  Ache  Cure  (now  called  SHAC)  la  being  eitenaivel; 
advertised  In  the  stibwaj'  tan  In  New  Varb  CIt;.  SHAC  Is  becomlDE 
lamillat  to  tboQsaaiJa  ot  people  every  day.  This  benefits  not  only 
New  rock  druggists,  but  all  other  druggiBta.  SUAC  coBtH  you 
f  1.60  a.  dozcQ.  Wbat  other  product  advertised  in  tills  way  allows 
you  aa  great  a  profltT 

SHAC — Stearna'  Head  Ache  Cure — baa  been  curing  achlns  beads 
(or  alileen  years,  and  at  the  end  of  tbia  long  and  merltorlaua  ser- 
vice, everyone  Is  satlafled.  SHAC  la  sold  and  used  In  all  parts  of 
the  civilized  world.  Wbat  test  Ib  better'  than  tbe  teat  ot  tlmel 
SUAC  sella  tor  £6  cents.     You  make  100  per  cent,  profit. 

While  the  advertisement  states  that  every  one  who  uses 
SHAC  is  satisfied,  we  venture  to  auggest  that  the  patient, 
the  poisoning  of  whom  was  reported  by  Dr.  Cassady,  Bisbee, 
Ariz.,  in  The  Jouenai,  Dec.  15,  1906,  page  2012,  was  not 
entirely  pleased  with  the  effect  of  the  preparation.  In  this 
ease,  the  patient,  a  woman,  took  three  wafers,  an  hour  apart, 
though  the  directions  on  the  package  state  that  only  two 
wafers  are  to  be  taken.  It  must  be  remembered,  however, 
that  most  patients  think  that  if  a  little  is  a  good  thing  more 
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lAiut  b«  better,  uid  toke  medicine  on  that  principle.    Here  ii 
another  quotation  from  Steam'  Tfeio  Idea: 


Sbopptn  and  ilgbtKers  often  bava  their  pleaaare  spelled  by 
headache.  Thb  ■■  unneceiwiirx,  as  bj  carr^lDg  a  box  of  8HAC  In 
the  pocket  or  shopping  bag,  an  aching  head  may  be  rellered  In  a 
tgt;  abort  time.  Wlae  travelers  are  learnliuc  thla.  Becommend 
8HAC  to  BQT  one  contemplating  traTcUng  and  jon  will  make  a 
friend.     BUAC  coata  roo  |1.eo  ■  docen. 

la  it  any  wonder  that  reports  of  "heart  failure"  are  ao 
frequent;  {Modified  from  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  Oct.  19, 
1907). 
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KIDNEY  PILLS  AND  SIMILAR  NOSTRUMS 

SOME  BRITISH  AHALYSES 

The  British  Uedical  Jountal,  Dec.  8,  180(1,  page  1646,  gives 

the  regultn  of  snalyBia  of  some  of  the  chief  proprietary  reine- 

diea  for  U^ey  diBeaseB.     Several  of  these  preparatioiu  are  id 

the  foij*  0^1^,  while  others  are  liquids. 

TIm  two  print!T]M--dni^  employed  are  oil  of  juniper  and 
pota'iaium  nitrate,  separately  or  together;  in  some  eases  aperi- 
ents a,tp  added.  Altogether  extravagant  claims  are  made  for 
some  of  the  articles,  aa  is  usual  with  proprietary  medicines. 

Dosn's  Backache  Kidney  Pills  * 
^^julyaislof  Doan's  Backache  Kidney  Pills  gave  results  from 
>'liich^..e  following  formula  giving  a  similar  pill  was  con- 

■"-.cruoted: 

OH  of  jQDlper  t  droDL 

.  ii™i„„i.  „i,„t  19  gp_ 

6  St. 

--. 17  gr. 

Wheat  Oouc   4  gr. 

Uaize  Btarcb   2  sr. 

Divide  in  twenty  pills. 

Forty  pills  and  four  dinner  pills  sell  for  2  shillings  and  0 

pence    (66   cents);   the  estimated  cost  is  one  halfpenny    (one 

The  dinner  pills  were  found  to  have  approximately  the  fol- 
lowing composition: 

on  of  peppetmlnt 1     drop.' 

Podophyllln    8.8  gr. 


ilsn  reMn   O.S  gr. 

iwdprei]  capsicum   O.B  gr. 

0.«  gr. 


Powdprei]  capsicum   O.B  gr. 

Powdered  licorice    0.8  gr. 


Warner's  Safe  Cure 
Thia  preparation,  according  to  the  literature  supplied  by 
the  manufacturers,  is  "purely  vegetahle,"  aays  the  Britieh 
Medical  Journal,  and  this  predilection  on  the  part  of  the 
public  for  vegetable  remedies  is  probably  responsible  for  potas- 
sium nitrate  being  classed  as  a  vegetable.  Analysis  of  this 
remedy  showed  "the  presence  of  potassiuni  nitrate,  alcohol, 
glycerin,  a  trace  of  oil  of  wintergreen  and  vegetable  extrac- 
tive." No  alkaloid  or  similar  active  principle  was  found  and 
the  extract  had  little  distinctive  taste  or  character,  all  its 
properties  pointing  strongly  to  its  cnnsisting  largely  of  tarax- 
acum, with  some  other  extract  containing  a  small  quantity  of 

*  For  turtheF  Informatloo  about  Doan's  kidney  pills,  see  Index. 
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Veno's  Seaweed  Tonic 


The  label  on  thia  preparation,  according  to  our  contempo- 
rary, states  that  the  remedy  "contains  in  a  pleaeant  and  agree- 
able form  the  active  principle  of  seaweed  ,  ,  .  ia  prepared 
on  an  entirply  new  principle  and  is  free  from  poisonous  and 
mineral  drugs."  Analysis  sliows  that  the  mixture  contains  "a 
small  proportion  of  undissolved  sediment,  which,  when  col- 
lected and  examined,  agrees  in  all  respects  with  the  insoluble 


Fart  ot  a.  typical  Munyon 

portion  of  leptandrin.  Glycerin,  a  little  phosphate,  alcohol  and 
a  trace  of  chloroform  are  present  and  vegetable  extractive- 
Careful  examination  of  the  latter  gave  evidence  of  the  pres- 
ence of  the  constituents  of  cascara  sagrada,  senna  and  rhu- 
barb." 

Monyou's  Kidney  Cure 

The  label  on  this  preparation  is  said  to  bear  the  words; 

"Cures  Bright's  disease,  gravel,  all  urinary  troubles,  and  pain 
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ID  th«  back  or  groinB  from  kidney  diseases."  It  is  sUted  that 
the  pills  were  found  to  vary  much  in  size,  the  average  weight 
being  0.6  grain.  Analysis  showed  them  "to  consist  of  ordinar; 
white  sugar;  no  trace  could  be  detected  of  any  alkaloid  or 
other  active  principle,  or  ot  any  medication.  The  sugar  was 
determined  quantitatively  and  found  to  be  just  100  per  cent. 
of  the  weight  of  the  pilules."  {Prom  The  JovnuU  A.  M.  A., 
Feb.  9  and  March  16,  1907.) 


EDTirOW^  POWDER 

The  term  "patent  medicine"  has  been  applied,  rather  loosely, 
to  those  nostrums  sold  and  exploited  directly  to  the  public, 
while  the  name  -'proprietary"  has  been  given  such  prepara- 
tions as  are  advertised  only  to  the  medical  profession.  As 
has  been  many  times  exempliSed  by  reports  in  The  Joobnal. 
tho  distinction  is  often  a  very  fine  one  and  the  dividing  line 
frequently  reaches  the  vanishing  point. 

It  is  not  unusual,  (or  instance,  for  "proprietary"  prepara- 
tions to  be  foisted  on  the  medical  profession  until  a  certain 
number  of  testimonials  (of  doubtful  value,  it  is  true,  but  still 
testimonials)  have  been  ingeniously  wheedled  out  of  physicians 
and  the  product  rather  generously  prescribed.  When  this  ob- 
jective point  has  been  reached  the  manufacturer  comes  into 
the  open  and  advertises  the  .nostrum  to  the  public  direct  and 
the  testimonials  previously  given  for  the  "proprietary"  are 
used  as  advertising  asseta  for  the  "patent  medicine." 

Then  again  there  are  certain  preparations  which  are  "pro- 
prietaries" or  "patent  medicines"  according  to  the  location. 
On  one  side  of  the  Atlantic  the  product  is  advertised  to  phy- 
sicians only,  while  on  the  other  side  it  runs  indiscriminately 
on  the  billboards  and  in  the  newspapers.  One  of  the  best 
examples  of  this  last  class  is  Kutnow's  Powder.  In  England, 
where  it  originated,  this  preparation  which  "dissolves  and  elim- 
inates uric  acid,"  Is  consistently  lined  up  with  Beecham's 
Pills  and  Pink  Pills  for  Pale  People.  Full-page  newspaper 
advertisements  announce  the  fact  that  free  samples  will  be 


"SENT  TO  ALL  APPLICANTS" 

In  the  United  States,  however,  Kutnow's  have  learned  fron 
their  wide  advertising  experience  that  a  cheaper  and  surer 
way  of  introducing  a  nostrum  to  the  public  is  to  advertiie  it 
to  the  medical  profession  only.    By  means  of  adv^rtisewentB 
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in  medical  joumala  (whose  space  is  much  less  expensive  than 
that  of  the  daily  papers)  and  the  liberal  distribution  of  sam- 
ples which  are 


"SEHT  FREE  TO  PHYSICIANS  ONLY" 


the  medical  profession  becomes  the  unpaid  "barker"  for  the 
nostrum  manufacturer.  At  present,  therefore,  Kutnow's  Pow- 
der is — in  the  United  States — an  ethical  (!)  "proprietary." 

There  exiats  in  this  country,  as  most  of  our  readers  know, 
an  organization  of  "patent  medicine"  manufacturers  whose 
"reason  for  being"  is  to  get  full  value  received  for  the  $40,000,- 
OOO  paid  annually  in  advertising  Bostruma  in  the  newspapers 
of  the  country.  This  organization  is  known  as  the  Proprietary 
Association  of  America,  The  now  familiar  "red  clause"  in  the 
.  advertising  contracts  by  which  the  newspaper  forfeits  its 
contract  if  state  laws  are  enacted  that  are  inimical  to  the 
"patent  medicine"  interests,  is  a  creation  of  this  organization 
and   has  been   most   effective   in   making   the   newspapers   the 


unpaid  lobbyists  of  the  nostrum  interests.  The  "silence  clause" 
is  another  "joker"  in  the  contracts  by  which  the  agreement  is 
cancelled  if  matter  detrimental  to  the  nostrum  "is  permitted 
"to  appear  in  the  reading  columns"  of  the  paper.  It  is  little 
wonder  "that  with  such  weapons  the  "patent  medicine"  manu- 
facturer has  assumed  an  arrogance  that  is  as  di^usting  as  it 
is  serious. 

Great  Britain,  too,  has  its  "patent  meSinine"  men's  organiza- 
tion, which  is  known  aa  the  Proprietary  Articles  Trades  Asso- 
ciation. Of  both  these  honorable  bodies  Mr.  S.  Eutnow  of 
Kutnow  Brothers,  Ltd.,  is,  or  was,  a  conspicuous  member.    At 

Ct.)(.)^lc 


510 


JiOSTRVitS 


a  recent  meeting  of  the  British  organization,  Mr.  Kutnow 
.worked  himself  into  a  fine  frenzy  of  indignation  because  of 
■ome  articles  that  had  appeared  in  the  Pharmaceulieal  Journal 
of  London  on  the  Bubji-ct  of  "Secret  Remedies  and  Proprie- 
taries." As  these  articles  did'  not  Bpecificall}'  mention  Kut- 
non'a  Powder,  and  a«  evidence  was  directed  against  only  those 
preparations  as  were  most  disreputable,  it  is  evident  that  llr. 
Kutnow  now  appraises  his  own  product  at  its  face  value.  He 
gave  his  opinion  of  the  Pkarmaceulical  Journal  and  told  the 
meeting  that-  when  the  advertising  man  for  that  journal  solic- 
ited advertiaing  he  refused  to  have  any  more  dealings  with  him 
owing  to  the  articles  that  had  appeared  In  the  Pharmaceutical 
Journal.  He  declared  that  he  was  quite  independent  of  any 
newspaper  or  journal,  and  was  able  to  take  care  of  himself. 


ABE  YOD  SURE  TOIIB  UDMS  AM  HEALTHY? 


mriT.flKtircwKii 


Therein  Mr.  Kutnow  is  mistaken;  he  is  not  Independent  of 
newspapers  and  journals.  On  the  contrary,  he,  and  other*  of 
his  ilk,  are  most  suhaerviently  dependent  on  them.  Let  rep- 
utable papers  and  medical  journals  refuse,  for  but  one  year, 
to  carry  the  high-flown  advertisements  of  his  Anglo-American 
Patent -Proprietary,  and  his  firm  would  perforce  seek  some 
worthier,  if  leas  profitable,  line  of  business. 

The  editor  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal  resents  Mr.  Kut- 
now's  "implied  assumption  that  by  inaerting  paid  announce- 
ments tn  the  advertising  columns  of  a  newspaper,  he  or  any 
one  else,  can  dictate  the  policy  of  that  organ." 

The  Pharmaceutical  Journal,  it  should  be  said,  is  the  official 
organ  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  and  ia 
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the  most  influential  organ  of  the  drug  trade  in  the  British 
iMlea.  It  is  refreshing  to  note,  in  these  daja  of  "canned" 
editorials  and  paid  "write-ups"  masquerading  as  original  arti- 
cles, that  there  is  still  to  he  found  a  journal  that  can  not  be 
bouglit. 

One  wonders  whether  a  large  experience  in  the  advertising 
world,  and  especially  his  memberfiliip  in  the  Proprietary  Asho- 
ciatiou  of  America,  has  unconsciously  led  Mr.  Kutnow  to 
assume  that  muzzling  the  press  is  one  of  tlie  perquisites  of  the 
Urge  purchasers  of  advertising  space. — (From  The  Journal 
A.  M.  A.,  Aug.  SI,  1307.) 


ir,  Google 


LAXATIVES 

BEECHAirS     PILLS 

Beecham's  Fills  have  been  sold  for  Bome  years  Id  Great 
Britain  where  tliey  are  advertised  under  tlie  alogan,  "Worth 
a  Guinea  a  Box."  More  recently,  an  advertising  campugn 
hag  been  started  is  tiiis  country.  They  ar«  claimed  by  their 
manufacturers  to  be  "corapoaed  entirety  of  medicinal  herbs" 
and  are  said  to  "cure"  constipation,  pains  in  the  back,  cotd 
chills,  bad  legs,  maladies  of  indiscretion,  kidney  and  urinary 
disorders — and  several  other  things. 

Tlie  pills  were  analyzed  by  the  Britiah  Medical  Association's 
chemists  who  reported: 

"Analysis  sboned  them  to  consist  of  alwe,  ginger  and  soap:  na 
other  medicinal  Ingredient  was  laund.  The  quantities  [In  one 
pilll   were  approximately  as  foUona: 

"Aloes     0.6    grain. 

"rowdered    glncer    0.65  grain. 

"Poirdered    soap    O.IS  grain." 

While  the  pills  are  advertised  as  being  worth  a  guinea 
($5.00)  a  box  and  are  sold  for  Is.-  I14  d.  (27  cents),  the 
British  Medical  Association's  chemists  give  the  coat  of  the 
ingredients  of  a  bos  of  these  pilla  as  '4  of  a  cent! 

CASTOBIA 

Some  thirty  years  ago  one  Dr.  Samuel  Pitcher  patented  a 
formula  for  the  preparation  of  a  syrup  of  senna  with  aro- 
matics  obtained  by  extracting  senna  with  hot  water  containing 
a  little  sodium  bicarbonate.  This  preparation  was  sold  under 
the  copyrighted  name  "caatoria."  Since  then  the  patent  for 
this  preparation  has  expired  and  the  preparation  aa  well  as 
the  name  "castoria,"  have  become  public  property.  According 
to  the  patent,  the  formula  is  as  follows:  To  136  pounds  of 
senna  leaves  add  35  gallons  of  water  at  05  degrees  C,  in  which 
has  been  dissolved  43  ounces  of  sodium  bicarbonate.  Exhaust 
the  senna  by  percolation  until  240  pounds  are  obtained.  In 
this  dissolve  210  pounds  of  sugar  and  4  ounces  of  Eochelle 
salts;  then  add  spirit  of  gaultheria,  18  pints,  and  spirit  of 
pepo,  spirit  of  chenopodiura  (wormseed),  spirit  of  peppermint 
and  spirit  of  anise,  of  each  2  ounces.  Castoria,  therefore, 
appears  to  be  a  syrup  containing  an  aqueous  extract  of  senna 
with  aromaties.  Senna  preparations,  prepared  by  extracting 
the  drug  with  water  confining  alkalies  were  at  one  time  sup- 
posed to  have  special  value,  in  that  certain  resinous  principles 
of  senna  were  eliminated  by  this  treatment.  Now  the  resinous 
principles  are  removed  by  extracting  the  drug  with  alcohol 
and  'rejecting  the  alcoholic  extraction  which  contains  the 
resinous  material;   the  drug  prepared  in  this  manner  is  then 
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extracted  with  water.  Such  a  preparation  is  official  in  the 
U.  S.  Pharmacopeia  as  Syrupua  Sennie. — {From  The  Journal 
A.  it.  A.,  Jan.  4,  190D.) 

BHtrS  FRUIT  SALT 

According  to  an  analysis  in  the  Pharmaceutitche  Central- 
haile.  Not.  1,  1B06,  Eno'a  Fruit  Salt  conBists  of  about  50  per 
cent.  Hoilium  btcarbonate,  15  per  cent,  sodium  bitartrate  and 
36  per  cent,  free  tartaric  acid.  Therefore,  its  composition  is 
very  Himilar  to  that  of  seidlitz  powder.  {From  The  Journal 
A.  M.  A.,  April  XI,  1908.) 

PUSOEH 

The  physiclana  of  the  United  States  are  receiving  a  neat 
package  coatainlng  samples  of  a  Grennan  proprietary — Pur- 
gen.  The  container  la  an  ingenious  one  and,  besides  the  tab- 
leta,  includes  a  circular  in  English,  although  mailed  in  Europe, 
describing  the  remarkable  virtues  of  this  "new  synthetic  aperi- 
ent." It  has  been  considered  strange  that  this  proprietary, 
which  has  been  advertised  so  thoroughly  in  Europe,  Australia, 
etc.,  should  not  have  made  its  appearance  In  this  country. 
Now  it  is  here,  and  it  is  well  that  physicians  should  know 
what  Purgen  is  and  not  be  mystified  and  misled  by  the  litera- 
ture that  they  may  receive  regarding  the  prepaiation. 

The  following  appeared  in  The  Joubnal,  Jan.  6,  1907,  page 
64,  and  is  reprinted  now  as  being  especially  timely : 

The  report  of  a  case  of  poisoning  by  purgen  (phenolph- 
thalein)  is  the  occasion  for  some  pertinent  observations  by 
Dr.  Q.  Brasch  as  to  the  proper  introduction  of  such  rem- 
edies to  the  medical  profession  {Zeitaohrift  fiir  Medieinal- 
ieamte,  Abst.  in  Apotheker-Zeitung,  No.  69,  190Q).  He 
agrees  with  Best  that  all  such  remedies  should  first  re- 
ceive a  thorough  trial  in  an  institution  subject  to  state 
supervision,  before  tbey  are  advertised  to  the  medical 
profession,  so  that  their  harmlesaness  in  appropriate  doses 
may  be  ascertained  by,  a  method  free  from  liability  to 
error.  The  manner  in  which  the  manufacturers  intro- 
duced Purgen  to  the  profession  and  the  laity  is  to  be 
condemned,  and  probably  led  t«  the  symptoms  of  poison- 
ing exhibited  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Beat  and  tends  to  dis- 
credit a  remedy  which  is  harmless  and  efficient  if  used  in 
proper  doses.  The  manufacturer  of  such  a  preparation  is 
inclined,  for  ohvioua  reasons,  to  put  the  dose  of  his  prep- 
aration much  too  high.  The  most  important  point,  how- 
ever, is  the  objectionable  character  of  the  names  given  to 
such  articles.  The  organic  compound  pbenolphthalein  has 
been  known  for  a  long  time  and  has  been  widely  used  as 
an  indicator.  Accidentally  it  was  discovered  that  phe- 
nol phthalein  possessed  taKative  properties  and  thereon 
it  was  proposed  (1901)  as  a  medicine  under  the  name 
"Purgen."  It  is  sold  in  tablets  containing  0.05,  0.1  and 
0.6  grain  phenolphtlialein  mixed  with  sugar- and  flavored 
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with  TftnilU.  The  author  ujb:  "But  it  Is  very  desirable 
— and  I  re^rd  this  as  the  most  important  part  of  mj 
eommunication — that  phenolphthaleln  ihould  be  received 
into  the  materia  medica  under  its  own  name.  The  aid- 
ditiou  of  Tanilla  and  sugar  ie  to  the  highest  d^ree  super- 
fluous and  the  arbitrary  dosage  in  three  strengths  with 
the  ridiculous  desifrnations,  twhy,'  'for  adults,'  'for  pa- 
tients confined  to  bed,'  are  merely  calculated  to  prejudice 
the  physician  who  is  accuBtomed  to  individualize  in  his 

[ireecriptions,  against  a  remedy  which  is  in  itself  an  excel- 
ent  one." 


Tbis  photogfBpblc  reproduction  ot' an  advertlB^ment  of  Pni^n 
1b  nmch  smallBr  than  the  oiiglEOl.  wblcS  appeartil  in  the  London 
Oraphic.  Ab  baa  beeo  Bald  plsewhpri-,  the  Oraphic  refused  to 
ndTtrtUe  a  book  issued  by  the  British  Medical  Association  that 
eipoaes   Bucb    humbugs   as   Pui-gen. 

As  explanatory  to  the  last  sentence,  it  should  be  stated  that 
in  Europe  Purgen  is  put  up  in  three  dosage  forma,  "infant 
Purgen  for  children,"  containing  ^  ot  a  grain;  "adult  Purgen 
for  chronic  constipation,"  containing  1^  grains,  and  "strong 
Purgen  for  invalids,"  containing  TVS  grains.  The  form  in 
which  it  is  being  sampled  in  this  country  is  in  the  medium 
dose,  1  \^  grains. 

Physicians  should  remember  that  the  promoters  of  Purgen 
are  simply  introducing  a  chemical  well  known  to  laboratory 
workers  tor  the  last  twenty  years,  which  has  been  recognized 
as  an  aperient  for  at  least  seven  years,  and  which  can  he 
purchased  for  40  cents  an  ounce,  wlipreas  an  ounce  of  phenol- 
phthalein  in  the  form  of  Purgen  will  cost  $3.20  wholesale.  The 
enthusiastic  praise  of  the  remedy,  found  in  the  advertising 
circulars,  should  be  subjected  to  critical  judgment  on  account 
of  its  source  ond  motives.  (From  The  Journal  A.  M.  A., 
Sept.  U,  1907.) 
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MISBRANDED  DRUGS  AND  FOODS 


COHTICIIOHS  TTHDEK  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 
When  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  vas  parsed  in  1906,  manj 
'makers  of  sophisticated  food-atuffs  as  well  as  nostrum  manu- 
facturer^ took  the  attitude  that  the  law  was  more  or  less  a 
joke.  Thej  looked  on  it  as  merely  the  outward  and  visible 
sign  of.  the  fruits  of  the  campaign  that  had  been  carried  on  in 
lay  and  medical  publications  against  "patent  medicines"  and 
food  adulteration.  As  such  these  same  manufacturers 
imagined  that  it  would  be  but  a  few  short  months  before  the 
easily 'forgetting  public  would  cease  to  be  interested  in  the 
subject,  and  the  law  would  lapse  into  a  state  of  innocuous 
desuetude.  In  the  latter  propbeey  their  powers  of  divination 
have  proved  to  be  poor. 

In  spite  of  the  handicaps  to  which  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry 
has  been  subjected  by  the  enemies  of  the  pure  food  law  both 
within  and  without  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  many 
vicious  frauds  both  in  foods  and  drugs  have  been  exposed  and 
their  perpetrators  punished.  The  records -of  these  cases  are 
published  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  a  series  of 
leaflets  known  as  "Notices  of  Judgment."  Unfortunately 
these  publications,  like  most  government  documents,  do  not 
reach  the  general  public  althoi^h  they  may  be  had  for  the 
asking.  Recognizing  this  fact,  The  Joubsal  has  at  different 
times  abstracted  the  information  given  in  the  Notices  of 
Judgment  in  an  attempt  to  popularize  this  important  work. 
The  matter  thus  published  is  here  reprinted  so  as  to  make 
it  available  for  public  distribution. 

Some  of  the  decisions  here  given  take  on  an  added  interest 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  has  so  interpreted  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  as  greatly 
to  limit  its  scope.  The  court  holds  that  the  law  does  not 
apply  to  statements,  false  or  otherwise,  regarding  the  curative 
effects  of  medicinal  preparations  but  that  it  governs  only 
misstatements  regarding  composition  or  place  of  manufacture. 

Saitoin  Skin  Food 
As  a  broad  generalization,  the  command,  "Thou  shalt  not 
lie,"  has  been  accepted  as  a  good  moral  precept  for  .a  number 
of  centuries;  when  applied  specifically,  however,  more  or  less 
'  specious  arguments  have,  in  all  ages,  been  advanced  against 
too  slavish  an  adherence  to  Its  tenets.    This  point  has  been 
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somewhat  emphasized  since  Jftu.  1,  1007,  when  the  national 
Food  and  Dnigi  Act  went  into  effect  and  ho  modified  the 
earlier  commandment  ae  to  read  in  effect  "Thou  »ha1t  not  lie 
on  the  label."  As  a  general  proposition,  that  requirement  of 
the  law  would  seem  incapable  of  working  hardahin  to  any  one 
— yet  apparently  it  does. 

For  instance,  the  Qlobe  Pharmaceutical  Company  marketed 
what  waa  known  aa  "Sartoin  Skin  Food."  The  modest 
claim  was  made  for  this  preparation  that  it  "is  prob- 
ably the  most  effective  remedy  known  to  science  for  aun- 
bum,  rashes,  and  all  skin  blemiehee"  and  that  it  was 
equally  effective  in  "creating  the  normal  growth  of  all  parts 
not  fully  developed  and  shrunken."  The  Bureau  of  Chemistry 
analyzed  a  sample  of  this  "skin  food"  and  found  "the  moat 
effective  remedy  known  to  science"  to  consiat  essentially  of 
"epsom  salts  colored  with  a  pink  dye."  The  govenment  de- 
ddcd  that  to  claim  epsom  salts  to  be  a  "food"  is  "false, 
misleading  and  deceptive;"  as  Wm.  E.  Pilkinton  and  A.  P, 
Fooae  (the  Globe  Pharmaceutical  Co.)  failed  to  "show  any 
fault  or  error  in  the  findings  of  the  analyst,"  but  pleaded 
guilty,  they  were  each  lined  $10. — [Notice  of  Judgment,  Ko. 
16.i 

Harper's  Brain  Food 

Robert  N.  Harper,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  manufactured 
a    headache    nostrum    to    which    he     gave    the    euphonious 


HARPER'S 

t  cj^PORMEo^T  "BRANE-FUDE" 


name  "Harper's  Cuforhedake  Brane-Pude."  This  was  sold  with 
the  statements  that  it  contained  no  "poisonous  ingredients  of 
any  kind"  and  that  it  was  a  "harmless  relief."  The  Bureau  of 
Chemistry  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  analyzed  this 
"harmless"  and  "non-poisonous"  preparation  and  reported  that 
It  consisted  of  the  following  ingredients: 

Alcohol   (pec  cent,  b;  volume) S4.2 

Acelanllld  (sralns  per  ounce) 16.0 

CaffelD    (pec   cent.) 1.6 

Antlpyrln   (per  cent.) I.O 

PotSBBlam,  sodium  and  bcamlds  slao  present. 

.  Inasmuch  aa  this  nostrum  was. shown  to  be  neither  "harm- 
less," "non- poisonous"  nor  a  "brain  food,'  Mr.  Harper  was 
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found  guilty  of  .misbranding  and  senteiii;ed  to  pay  a  fine  of 
J700.  Motions  were  made  in  arrest  of  judgment  and  also  for  a 
new  trial,  both  of  whicb  were  overruled.  Tlien  notice  was 
given  of  appeal  to  the  Court  of  Appeals.  Subsequently,  how- 
ever, Mr.  Harper  withdrew  the  appeal  and  pwd  the  fine. 
INotice  of  Judgment,  Xo.  25.] 


I  HANCOCK'S 


H&Dcock's   Liquid   Sulphur 

The  Hancock  Liquid  Sulphur  Company  of  Baltimore  mar- 
keted a  product  of  the  same  name  for  which  they  made 
)  claims.  The  statements  on  the  label  represented 
that  this  preparation  contained  some 
unknown,  peculiar  liquid  sulphur  and  that 
"Nature's  Greatest  Germicide"  as 
well  as  "the  Great  Cure  for  .  .  .  Diph- 
theria ..."  and  numerous  other  condi- 
s  such  as  "itch,"  "granulated  eyelids" 
and  "pimples."  The  Bureau  of  Chemistry 
llln^in«iii^^lO  Bia'r^d  a  sample  of  this  product  and 
ILll^UIUSULPnUK  reported  that  it  "consisted  of  an  aqueous 
solution  of  commercial  calcium  Bulphid." 
R.  N.  Menefee,  manager  of  the  Hancock 
Liquid  Sulphur  Co.,  was  tlierefore  pros- 
ecuted by  the  government  for  shipping  a 
misbranded  product.  The  court  decided 
that  a  solution  of  calcium  Bulphid  was  not 
"Nature's  Greatest  Germicide,"  neither 
was  it  a  "Great  Cure  tor  .  .  .  Diphtheria 
..."  and  that  the  statements  on  the  label  "were  false,  mis- 
leading and  deceptive."  The  manager  of  the  company  entered 
a  plea  of  guilty  and  the  court  imposed  a  fine  of  $100. — [Notice 
of  Judgment,  Ko.  S9.] 

Concentrated  Oil  of  Pine  Compound 

A  preparation  labeled  "Concentrated  Oil  of  Pine  Compound," 
manufactured  by  the  Globe  Pharmaceutical  Co.,  Dayton,  Ohio, 
was  subjected  to  analysis  by  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry.  The 
result  obtained  showed,  according  to  the  report,  that  the 
sample  examined  "cotisisted  of  a  misture  of  fixed  oil,  a  res- 
inous substance  and  a  small  umount  of  volatile  oil  .  .  . 
resembling  turpentine."  Thl.?  analysis  made  it  evident  that 
the  product  was  misbranded  as  "the  composition  did  not  in 
any  way  warrant  the  use  of  the  name  'Concentrated  Oil  of 
Pine  Compound,'  and  the  Btatement  that  it  was  such  was 
false,  misleading  and  deceptive."  The  Globe  Pharmaceutical 
Co.,  in  the  persons  of  Wm.  E.  Pilkinton  and  A.  P.  Foose, 
pleaded  guilty  to  the  charge  and  paid  the  fine  imposed  and  the 
costs  of  the  prosecution. — [Notice  of  Judgment,  No.  30.] 


;G(.)t)t^lc 


624  IfOBTRUHa 

Caitor  Oil  Pills 
Robert  Blackburn,  doing  biuinesB  under  the  name  of  the 
Victory  Remedy  Companj,  Dayton,  Ohio,  was  prosecuted  by 
the  United  States  for  shipping  a  misbranded  drug  product 
from  Ohio  to  !Mi[?higai).  The  preparation  in  question  was 
labeled  "Blackburn's  Cascara,  Wild  Lemon,  Castor  Oil  Pills, 
Compound,"  and  samples  were  subjected  to  analysis  at  the 
government  laboratory.  According  to  the  report  the  "pills" 
contained  "calcium  sulpbid,  capsicum,  atropin  (introduced 
probably,  in  the  form  of  belladonna  extract}."  As  to  castor 
oil,  if  they  contained  any,  it  was  at  most  a  trace.  As  the 
cathartic,  curative  and  therapeutic  effects  of  castor  oil  were 
naturally  "almost  wholly  absent,"  the  use  of  the  name 
"castor  oil  pills"  was  unjustified  and  constituted  misbranding. 
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The  Passage  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 

Blackburn   pleaded   guilty   and   paid   the   fine   and  costs   of 
prosecution.— [Jfo (ice  of  Judgment,  Ifo.  38.] 

Hnco-Solvent 
This  preparation  was  manufactured  by  the  Muco-Solvent 
Compauy,  Chicago,  and  the  claim  was  made  on  the  label  that 
"MucO'Solvent  cures  croup,  whooping-cough,  diphtheria,  all 
throat  troubles  and  catarrhal  disorders."  It  being  evident  that 
the  preparation  would  not  cure  the  diseases  nontioned  on  the 
label  and  a  statement  to  the  elfect  that  it  would,  being  false, 
misleading  and  deceptive  within  the  meaning  of  the  act,  the 
stuff  was  declared  misbranded.  No  claimant  for  the  goods 
having  appeared  the  judge  directed  that  the  41  boxes  which 
had  been  seized  be  destroyed. — [NoiUie  of  Judgment,  So.  Si.] 

Mme.  Yale's  Excelsior  Skin  Food 

The  seven  products  about  to  be  described  were  marketed 
by  one  Maude  Yale  Bishop  Wilson,  of  New  York  City,  who 
rejoices  in  the  euphonious  trade  name  of  "Mme.  Yale." 

One  of  the  preparations  was  known  as  "Mme.  Yale's  Eicel- 
sior  Skin  Food"  and  was  advertised  as  "a  marvelous  nourish- 
ing product  that  feeds  through  the  pores  of  the  sidn.  .  .  . 
Cannot  be  duplicated  ag  it  is  compounded  by  Madam  Yale 
personally  and  protected  by  a  chemical  secret.  .  .  .  The  only 
genuine  skin  food  in  the  world.     It  is  absolutely  guaranteed 
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to  remove  wrinkles  and  every  trace  of.  age  from  the  face  of 
all  who  use  it." 

The  government  chemist  analyzed  tliie  "marvelous"  product 
and  found  that  "it  consisted  of  76.5  per  cent,  of  vaselin  which 
was  mixed  with  fixed  oil  or  fat  and  zinc  oxid,  colored  witti  k 
pinlt  dye  and  perfumed." — [Xotice  of  Judgment,  Ifo.  82.7 


Hme.  Vale's  Excelsior  Fruitcura 

Mme.  Yale's  Excelsior  Fruitcura  is,  according  to  madam, 
herself,  "primarily  'Woman's  Tonic,'  a  cure  for  every  ill  to 
which  :)he  is  sexually  heir  from  Infancy  to  Old  Age.  It  is 
Nature's  prompt  omnipotent  Restorative — a  Specific  for  the 
Generative  Organs — Fruitcura  cures  the  so-called  'Incurable.' 
It  is  an  Elixir  of  Life — It  preTents  and  cures  Prolapsus  or 
Falling  of  the  Womb  and  all  Displacements  of  Womb  or 
Ovaries ." 

This  also  was  analyzed  and  found  to  consist  "of  76.97  per 
cent,  of  volatile  matter  (largely  water  with  16.66  per  cent,  of 
alcohol  by  volume),  29.71  per  cent,  of  sugar  and  small  quan- 
tities of  plant  drugs." — [Notice  of  Judgment,  }to.  88.] 

Mme.  Yale's  Excelsior  Haii  Tonic 

,  "Mme,  Yale's  Excelsior  Hair  Tonic"  was  found  to  consist 
"of  15.56  per  cent,  of  alcohol  by  weight,  82  per  cent,  of  water 
and  smalt  amounts  of  glycerin,  perfumed  with  bergamot  oil." 
If  "Mme,  Yale"  is  to  be  beliered,  this  mixture  of  alcohol  and 
glycerin  "stops  hair  falling,  cures  and  prevents  Dandruff  snd 
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all  Soalp  DlgeaBBB  and  overcomes  any  hereditary  tendency  to 
Baldness  or  OraynesB."  But  the  government  decided  that  she 
waa  not  to  be  believed!— [KtWice  of  Jvdgment,yo.  88.] 

Mme.  Yale's  EzMluoi  Complexion  Bleach 

Another  of  the  Madam's  preparations  was  claimed  to  '^- 

move  moth  patehea  and  all  skin  discoloration"  and  in  addition 

"creates  natural  beauty."    But  that  is  not  all:    "It  parifiea 

the  entire  aliin,  penetrating  its  remotest  recesses— invigorates 
nerves,  muscles  and  ligaments— makes  the  flesh  firm  and 
searches  out  and  eipels  every  impurity.  Its  compound  ia  a 
chemical  secret  known  only  to  Madam  Yale." 

No  longer  ia  it  a  secret  for  we  read  "the  analysis  of   the 
.  .  ,  .Complexion    Bleach,    disclosed    that    it   was    mainly    «  ■ 
saturated  solution  of  borax  in  orange-flower  water."— [JTottce 
of  Judgment,  No.  82.] 

Mme.  Yale's  Fertiliier  Tablets 

Still  another  preparation  was  "Mme.  Yale's  Fertilizer  Tab- 
leU  "  which  were  recommended  as  "A  Cure  for  Obesity"  and 
"A  'specific  for  curing  ...  all  Gastric  troubles."  The  gov- 
ernment chemist  said  that  "the  tablets  were  very  largely  com- 
posed of  charcoal  compounded  with  potassium  bitartrate  and 
sugar."— t  Police  of  Judgment,  No.  81.1 

Mme.  Yale's  Blush  of  Yfluth 

"Blush  of  youth  is  refreshing  as  concentrated  dew,  pure  as 
purity-It  overcomes  all  inactivity  and  imperfection  _  of  the 
skin  and  underlying  structure,  spiritualizes  the  expression  s^d 
rives  the  countenanee  the  glow,  luster  and  beauty  of  Child- 
hood and  preserves  the  moruing  of  life  indefinitely.  /Blush 
of  Youth"  it  should  be  esplained  is  but  on.,  more  of  Mme. 
Yale's  marvelous  preparations. 

For  those  who,  like  Ponce  de  Leon  of  old,  are  looking  for 
something  in  this  line,  the  analysis  of  the  gorernment  chemist 
may  ''rove  interesting;  •'Mme.  Yale's  Blush  of  Youth  .  .  . 
■  consisted  of  56.15  per  cent,  of  volatile  matter  (6.30  per  cent, 
of  alcohol  by  weight  and  49.83  per  cent,  of  water,  colored  with 
a  coal  tar  dye  and  perfumed),  and  about  43.85  per  cent,  of 
glycerin."  This  would  seem  to  show  that  the  long-aouglit 
fountain  of  eternal  youth  consists  essentially  of  a  mixture  of 
water  and  glycerin,  with  a  dash  of  alcohol. 

These  various  preparations,  comprising  in  all  over  eighty 
dozen  packages,  had  been  shipped  to  S.  Kann  Sons  4  Co, 
Washington,  D.  C,  by  "Mme.  Yale."  They  were  seized  by  the 
government  and  samples  of  the  various  preparations  were  sut. 
jected  to  analyses  in  the  Bureaj  of  Chemistry  of  the  Depart, 
ment  of  Agriculture,     By  comparing   the   analyses   with  the 
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statements  on  the  laliels  and  circulars  enclosed  with  the  bhv- 
erat  preparations  "it  was  apparent  that  these  statements 
were  false,  misleading  and  deceptive  and  the  preparations  mis- 
branded  within  the  meaning  of  Section  S  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  of  June  30,  1900."— [Wofice  of  Judgment,  No.  82.] 

Hme.  Yale's  Antiseptic 

"Mme.  Yale's  Antiseptic"  was  also  allegedto  possess  remark- 
able properties.  "Used  in  the  bath  is  a  sure  cure  and  pre- 
ventive of  .  .  .all  diseases  of  the  skin  and  scalp.  It  is 
a  perfect  Disinfectant,  Deodorant,  Germicide,  Prophylactic  and 
Antiseptic,  destructive  of  al!  disease  germs,  bacilli  and  all 
bacteria  of  micro-organisms  [sic]  yet  it  is  'non-tojcie.' "  In 
addition  it  was  a  "Sure  preventive  of  typhoid  fever." 

This  destroyer  of  "all  bacteria  of  micro-organisms"  was 
analyeed  by  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry  and  found  to  consist 
.  "of  07.6  per  cent,  of  volatile  matter  (16.90  per  cent,  of  alcohol 
by  weight,  4"per  cent,  of  formaldehyde,  and  water),  2.37  per 
cent,  of  boracic  acid  and  aromatics." — INotice  of  Judgment, 
No.  82.] 

Dr.  Pahmey's  Teething  Syrup 

This  preparation  was  put  on  the  market  by  Drs.  D.  Fahrney 
ft  Son.,  Hageratown,  Md,,  and  tlie  following  claims  were  made 
for  it  on  the  labels; 

"1b  tbe  best  remedy  tor  leethlnR." 
"No    bad    ceaulta    trom   the    cooliDned    use   ot  II." 
"CoDtalns   DOtblug    Injurious    to    tbe    youngest    babe." 
"A  sure  remedy  for  all  allmeaCs  Incident  to  babea  tram  one 
day  old  Co  tno  or  three  years." 
A  sample  of  the  preparation  was  analyzed  at  the  Bureau  of 
Chemistry,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  and  was 
found  to  contain: 

Alcohol,    by  volume    8.84     per  cent. 

Cbloroform,  to   tHe  fluid  ounce 0.408  mlDlms 

Morphia,  to  the  flold  oance 0.128  sraln 

Inasmuch  as  a  mixture  of  morphin,  chloroform  and  alcohol 
cannot  truly  be  said  to  be  non-injurious  to  infants,  and  as 
"bad  results"  are  likely  to  occur  "from  the  continued  use  ot 
it,"  as,  too,  it  is  neither  a  "sure  remedy  for  all  ailments"  nor 
"the  best  remedy  for  teething,"  a  United  States  district  court 
decided  that  "Dr.  Fahrney's  Teething  Syrup"  was  misbranded. 
The  defendant  entered  a  plea  of  guilty  and  a  fine  ot  $100  was 
imposed. — {Notice  of  Judgment,  No.  Hi.] 

Gowan's  Pneumonia  Cure 

This  nostrum,  which  was  marketed  by  the  Gowan  Medical 

Company  of  Chicago,  has  been  referred  to  before  in  TnE  Joub- 

nAL,'  a  cursory  examination  having  been  made  in  the  Asso- 

1.  The  Joubnal  A.  M.  A.,  May  9.  1908. 
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d&tion  laborator;.  The  particular  claims  on  which  the  govern- 
ment obtained  ita  judgment  for  misbranding  nere: 

"It  1*  ODtlrely  dllTereDt  from  any  other  remedy,  coataln- 
iDg  new   principles   never   before  applied." 

"SuppllPi  no  taally  abaorbed  tood  Cor  the  lungs  that 
qalckly  effects  a   permanenl  cure." 

"It  was  pEdorsed  and  adTertlsement  accepled  by  the 
Amtrican    Medical    Journal    a>     a     valuable     therapeutic 

A  sample  ot  "Gowan's  Pneumonia  Cure"  was  analyzed  at 
the    government     laboratory    and     the 
product  was  found  to  consist  of; 
I^rd  Opium 

Snmpbor  Stearin 

urpentlne  Qui  a  in 

Carbolic  acid  QuIdIu  sulphate 

As  the  analysis  showed  that  the  prod- 
uct was  not  "entirely  different  from  any 
other  remedy"  and  did  not  contain  "new 
principles,"  as,  moreover,  there  is  no 
such  thing  as  a  "food  for  the  lungs" 
separate  and  distinct  from  a  food  for 
the  whole  body  «nd,  lastly,  as  the 
preparation  was  never  advertised  in,  nor 
indorsed  by,  the  American  Medical  Jour- 
nal, the  nostrum  vaa  dec!  n  red  mis- 
branded.    It  was  further  mis  branded  in 

that  the  carton  labels  did  not  have  printed  on  them  in  plain 
and  conspicuous  type  the  amount  of  opium  which  the  prepara- 
tion contained. 

The  defendant  pleaded  guilty  and  was  fined  $200.— [Notice 
of  Judgment,  No.  180.1 

Eyelin 

This  was  a  Chicago  Product  sold  at  one  dollar  a  box  and 
marketed  by  the  Ejelin  Company,  the  name  under  which  a 
Dr.  E.  R.  Moras  did  business.  Since  hia  product  was  given 
some  undesirable  publicity  by  the  government  he  has  ceased 
selling  Eyelin,  but  puts  out- a  product  he  calls  Moras'  Eye- 
cream.    The  label  on  Eyelin  contained  the  statements: 

"Repairs  and  Rejuvenatea  the  Eye  and  Sight." 

"Reshapes  and  Rejuvenates   the  Eye  and  Sight." 

Analysis  of  the  stuff  in  the  government 
laboratory  disclosed  the  fact  that  it  consisted 
essentially  of : 

Taselln,  perfomed. 
The  court  decided  that  petrolatum,  even  when 
perfumed,  could  scarcely  be  capable  of  repairing, 
reshaping  or  rejuvenating  either  the  eye  6r  the 
right,   and   that   "Eyelin"   was,   therefore,   mia- 
branded.    A  plea  of  guilty  was  entered  and  a  fine  of  $10  im- 
posed.—I  Jfod'ee  of  Judgment,  No.  381.^ 
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Bromo  F«brin 

W.    n.    Sraaw    t    Company,    of    Baltimore,    Md.,    made    a 
"headache  powder"  wliic!)  they  admitted  contained  4  grains  of 
ftcetanilid.     The  claims  made  for  this  preparation  were; 
"Pepmanent    In    Eeaults." 
"It  Jb  Absolutely  Safe." 
"Sure  Cure  loc   Hcadaclie  and  Neuralgia." 
Analyzed   at   the   Bureau   of  Chemistry,   each   powder   wat 
found  to  contain ; 

Acetaallli] 6  grains   {nearlr) 

Ae  a  headache  powder  contilining  nearly  6  grains  of  acetan- 
ilid  must  be  far  from  "absolutely  safe,"  as,  too,  acetanilid  ia 
not  a  "sure  cure  for  headache  and  neuralgia,"  and  as  the 
reaulta  obtained  from  tlie  use  of  acetanilid  are  not  "perma- 
nent," the  court  declared  the  nostrum  misbranded  and  the 
defendant  on  entering  a  plea  of  guilty'  waa  fined  $20. — [Notice 
of  Judgment,  Ho.  182.] 

Hadol 
This  fake  nil)  have  a  familiar  sound  to  jnany  of  our  readers 
03  it  was  exposed'  in  connection  with  its  exploiter,  one  "Rupert 
Wells,"    whose     real     name     is     Dennis 
.  Rupert    Dupuis.      This    individual    who 
for   years    conducted    a    viciously    cruel 
"cancer   cure"  at  St,  Lours   was   finally 
put  out  of  business  by  the  government 
through    the    issuance    of    a     postoffice 
fraud   order.     "Radol"   was   the   "radio- 
active" and  "radium  impregnated  fluid" 
which  Dupuis  sold  to  his  dupes  for  the 
"cure"  of  cancer.  As  has  previously  been 
reported,  analysis  showed  that   "Radol" 
was  in  fact,  a  weak,  acidulated,  watery 
solution  of  quinin  sulphate,  with  about 
T   per  cent,  alcohol.     As  it  was   neither 
radio -active     {to    a    greater    extent,    at 
least,  than  any  hydrant  water)   nor  con- 
tained   radium    and   as,    too,    the    label 
failed  to  state  the  presence  of  alcohol 
the  nostrum  was  declared  misbranded  on 
both  counts. 
A  plea   of  guilty   was  entered   and   fines   of  $100  and   $50 
respectively  were  assessed,— [A^oJice  of  Judgment,  Tlo.  JSi.) 

Dr.  Parker's  Universal  Headacbe  Cure 
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The  presence  of  acetanilid  in  the  preparation  wm  not  atatod 
on  the  label,  though  there  was  a  reference  to  pheDyIae«tamid. 
B.  BTiionym  for  acetanilid  not  recognized  by  the  Food  and 
Dniga  Act  for  labeling  purposes.  The  product  was  deemed 
misbranded  and  a  Bne  of  $26  imposed. — [Volicw  of  Judgment, 
No.  191.i 

Hake-Han  Tablets 

This  nostrum,  the  product  of  the  Make-Man  Tablet  Com- 
pany, Chicago,  was  sold  under  the  fallowing  claims: 

"Contains  no  polioD." 

"A  bratn,  blood  and  oeue  food." 

"Make-man  tatlela  make  blood." 

"Sold  DDder  an  abaolute  guaranty  to  rcBtore  loit  TitalltT." 


The  government  seized  360  packages  of  this  product  and  on 
analyzing  a  specimen  the  "Make-Man  Tablets"  were  found  to 

consist  essentially  of: 

BIrjcbnIn  Arsenic 

Aloes  I'otasBium  Sulphate 

Iron  Carbonate  Iron  oild 

Strychnin  and  arsenic  being  poisons  and  many  of  the  thera- 
peutic claims  made  for  the  tablets  being  false,  the  court 
declared  the  nostrnm  misbranded. — [\'o(ice  of  Judgment,  Ko. 
SOI.] 

Eoca  Nola 
This  was  a  syrup  for  flavoring  soda  water  and  similar  "soft 
drinks"  put  up  by  a  company  of  the  same  name  at  Atlanta, 
Ga.  This  "Delicious  Dopetess  Koca  Nola"— as  the  label  had  it 
— was  found  to  contain  cocain.  Cocain  being  deleterious  to 
health,  was  declared  an  adulteration  under  the  act  so  that  the 
Koca  Nola  Company  was  found  guilty  on  two  points:  (1)  fail- 
ing  to  declare  the  presence  of  cocain  and  (2)  adulteration. 
The  Government  made  two  seizures  and  the  company  was 
found  guilty  In  ciich  case  and  a  fine  of  $25  on  each  count  was 
imposed,  making  the  total  $100. — {yotice  of  Judgment,  Vo. 
SOS.] 
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Hotbti's  Friend 
This  widely  advertiaed  nostrum  is  put  out  by  the  Bradfield 

-        -  -"  .  . .      .       ^        Some  of  the  claims  made 


"Will  assist  Id  tbe  safe  end  qaick  detlTery." 
"Prescribed  bj  many  of  our  best  pbytklans." 
"Causes  aD  unasuallr  easy  and  qolot  delivery.'" 
'■For  relief  ol-the  Biiir«rlni[  inrldent  to  chltd-birth." 

Samples   taken   from  the  consignment  lUUOHHIiHH 

seised  wer^  analyzed  by   the  Bureau  of  'pWOMBI  "-S  ? 

Chemistry    of    the    United    States    De-  3^^^^^^^ 

partment   of   Agriculture   and   found   to  :::::;i".r=^jj^~ 

consist  of:  ^^IHS™ 

on  Soap  {small  quanHty)  '■-=:r~  HUEI 

The  United  States  judge  naturally  declared  the  stuff  mis- 
branded. — INotice  of  Judgment,  So.  205.] 

Lambert's  Wine  of  Coca 
The  full  name  of  this  product'  nas  "Lambert's  Wine  of 
Coca  with  Peptooate  Iron  and  Extract  of  Cod-Liver  Oil"  and 
according  to  the  label  it  contained  22  per  cent,  alcohol  together 
with  "morrhuiu,  butylamin,  iodin,  bromin  and  phosphorus."  It 
was  manufactured  by  the  Lambert  Pharmacal  and  Chemical 
Co.,  Detroit.  On  analyais  it  w^b  found  to  contain  cocain,  the 
presence  of  which  was  not  given  on  the  label,  and  it  was 
further  found  to  be  free  from  iodin  and  bromin,  said  on  the 
label  to  be  present.  Two  shipments  were  seized  and  mis- 
branding was  proved  in  each  case  and  two  fines  of  $10  each 
imposed. — {Notice  of  Judgment,  No.  SO-i-] 

0.  E.  Headache  Cnie 

This  nostrum  was  manufactured  by  the  Houston  Drug  Co., 
Houston,  Texas,  and  was  labelfd  as  follows; 

"Cntes  any  Kind  of  Headacbe,  Perfectly  Harmlese." 

A  sample  of  the  nostrum  having  been  seized  by  the  Federal 
authorities   was  analyzed  and  found  to  contain; 

Acetanllld  Alcohol 

Inasmuch  as  acetanilid  is  not  a  sure  cure  for  headache,  is 
not  "perfectly  harmless"  and  as,  further,  the  law  requires  the 
presence  of  both  acetanilid  and  alcohol  to  be  stated  on  the 
label — which  was  not  done— the  product  was  declared  mis- 
Iranded.  A  line  of  $50  was  the  result. — [Notice  of  Judgment, 
No.  SOS.] 

Hntbwelker's  Headache  Tablets 

Adam  C.  Huthwelker  of  Baltimore  puts  out  this  preparation, 
which  was  claimed  to  bo  "A  Positive  Cure  for  Every  Form  of 
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HecdBcbe  «nd  Neuralgia,"  and  was  further  repreiented  as 
being  "harinleas."  Atialjzed  in  the  Bureau  of  C)femistT}>  it 
WBB  found  to  contain  wetanilid.  Ai  the  label  failed  to  con- 
tain a  statement  of  the  quantity  or  proportion  of  the  drug  and 
as,  in  an;  case,  acetanilid  is  neither  "harmleBs"  nor  a  "poaitiT« 
cure,"  the  tablets  were  declared  misbranded  and  Huthwelker 
was  fined  $10, — INotice  of  Judgment,  No.  tSS.'i 

lUdam's  HicTObe  Killer 
This  hoary  fake,  which  seema  to  have  been  revived  lately, 
wttB  shown  up  by  Mr.  Adams  in  the  "Great  American  Fraud" 
and  wag  at  that  time  said  to  consist  of: 
Bydrocbloclc   add 
Sulpliurlc  acid 
Red  wine. 
According  to  the  government  report  the  nostrum  was  rep- 
reseuted  as   a   cure  for   cancer,   consumption,  diabetes,   diph- 
theria, yellow  fever,  paralysis  and  numerous  other  conditions. 
From  recent  adTertising  circulars  obtained  for  Thk  Jouenai, 
files  we  find  this  fake  recommended — in  separate  leaflets — as 
"The  Sure  and  Safe  Remedy  for  Men's  Diseases"  and  also  as 
"The  Greatest  Boon  for  Womanhood."    Directions  are  pven  in 
the  former  pamphlet  for  the  cure,  by  means  of  this  stllff,  of 
"gonorrhea,"  "gleet,"   "stricture"  and  "syphilis,"  while  in  the 
latter   the   cure   of  "leucorrhea,"  "fall- 
ing of  the  womb,"  and  numerous  other 
"female  complaints"  is  dealt  with. 

Twelve  cases  of  the  "microbe-  killer" 
were  seized  by  the  government  and 
notice  wag  served  on  Dean,  Swift  & 
Co.,  Washington,  D.  C.,  in  whose  pos- 
session this  nostrum  was  found.  No 
claimant  having  appeared  to  make 
answer  to  the  charges  the  court 
decreed  that  the  twelve  cases  of  "Radam's  Microbe  Killer" 
should  be  destroyed  and  that  Dean,  Swift  &  Co,  should  pay 
all  the  costs  of  the  proceedings, — Notice  of  Judgment,  Wo. 
205.1 

Aceton 
Horace  N.  Wheeler,  Mystic,  Conn.,  doing  business  under  the 
name  of  the  "Aceton  Medical  Company,"  puts  out  Acetoo, 
This  preparation,  he  claimed,  was  a  sure  cure  and  an  infallible 
remedy  for  influenza,  a  preventive  of  pneumonia,  and  a  sure 
cure  for  headache  and  neuralgia.  On  analysis  Aceton  was 
found  to  contain: 

Acetanllld  Csffeln  Sodlnm  Bicarbonate 

This  misbranding  resulted  in  Mr.  Wheeler  being  fined  $75,— 
ISotice  of  Judgment,  No.  2SS.] 
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Cafe -Coca  Compound 
ThiB  w&s  a  s^TUp  nanufai^tured  bj  C.  C.  and  F.  II.  Bowden, 

AtbeoB,  Ga.,  under  the  name  of  the  Athens  Bottling  Worka. 
On  analfsia  it  waa  found  to  contain  cocain  and  not  being 
labeled  to  that  effect  was  declared  misbranded  and  a  fine 
impoaed. — [Notice  of  Judgment,  No.  235.] 

Pilsbury'a  Coke  Extract 

This  product,  which  was  manufactured  bj  A.  L.  Pilabury, 
Jr.,  New  Oileana,  La.,  was  found  on  analysis  to  contain  among 
other  Ingredients,  cocain.  Aa  the  label  failed  to  contain  a 
statement  of  tlie  quantity  or  proportion  of  the  drug,  aa 
required  by  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  the  preparation  was 
declared  miabranded  and  the  manufacturer  fined. —  [Notice  of 
Judgment,  No.  23fi.] 

Di.  Jones'  Beaver  and  'Oil  Compound 

This  nostrum,  manufactured  by  Morria 
Spiegel,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  was  sold  "for  the 
treatment  of  rbeumatiam,  neuralgia,  aore 
throat  and  quinsy,  headache,  toothache,  back- 
ache, bniisea,  apraina"  and  numeroua  other 
conditions.  Though  beaver  and  oil  compound 
was  "warranted  aa  represented"  there  was 
found  no  beaver  oil,  nor  in  fact,  any  animal 
oil,  but  easentially: 


■rhe   product   was    declared    misbranded.— 
[Notice  of  Judgment,  No.  239.] 

Preston's  Hed-Ake 

The  label  attached  to  the  container  in  which  this  drug  came, 

and  which  was  sold  by  the  Parker-Blake  Compaujc,  Ltd.,  New 

Orleans,  bore  such  statementa  as  tbeae: 

"Pertectlr   Harmless.'" 

"Will   prevent  headacbe." 

"It  cures  while  you  wait." 

"A  remedy  tor  any  kind  ot  headache." 

It  was  analyzed  by  the  government  chemists  and  according 

to  their  reports  was  found   to   be  qnother  of   the  acetanilid 

headache  "cures."    In  view  of  the  false  and  misleading  atate- 

ments  quoted  above  the  preparation  was  declared  misbranded 

and  the  defendant,  who  pleaded  guilty,  was  fined  $10. — INotice 

of  Judgment,  No.  258.] 

U-re-lca  Headache  Powders 

Still  another  acetanilid  mixture  wos  found  to  be  misbranded; 

this  was  the  "U-be-ka  Headache  Powders"  manufactured  at 

Perlitch'a   Prescription   Pharmacy,   Brooklyn.     The   cause   for 
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action  in  the  case   laj   in   tne   fact  that  the  proportion   anil 

quantity    of   acetanilid    present   was   not  stated. — IKotioe   of 
Judgment,  Ifo.  teo.] 

Snre  Thing  Tonic 

"Sure  Thing  Tonic"  was  sold  by  Furst  Brothers  of  an<^n- 

nati   and,   according   to   the   government  analysis,    contained 

alcohol,  sugar  and  water  and  vas  flavored  with  juniper.     Some 

of  the  claims  made  for  it  were: 


"Ki'Stores  N.Tve  KnprBjf." 

■■Invi)(i>rntor  and  Kihllnrnnt." 

"lIlBtillPil  b;  Modprn  Mi'Iliodn  rvnlvpd  from  bnlf  a  lyatiiry  of 
prartlcaL  experience." 

-Hliould  bi*  lnki>n  b.T  PTPry  person,  dinlc  or  (fmslc-.  whelhor  in 
ncod  or  not  of  a  TodIc  ot  Its  kind." 

As  the  quantity  or  proportion  of  alcohol  in  the  preparation 
was  not  given  on  the  label,  as  the  "booze"  was  not  a  "distilled 
product"  as  claimed  and,  further,  aa  sweetened  alcohol  ani) 
water,  flavored  with  juniper,  will  neither  "restore  nerve  energy" 
nor  "renew  vital  force,"  the  product  was  deemed  misbranded. 
The  defendants  pleading  guilty  were  fined  810  and  costs. — 
(yotice  of  Judgment,  So.  2GI.] 

Aaalgine  Tablets 

George  W.  Bums,  who  traded  as  The  Analgine  Tablet  Com- 
pany of  BernardsviHe,  N.  J.,  shipped  a  consignment  of  "Anal- 
gine Tablets"  from  New  Jeraej'  to  !^fic!ligan.  As,  on  analysis, 
these  tablets  were  found  to  contain  acetanilid  and  as  the  label 
did  not  show  the  quantity  or  proportion  of  this  drug,  the  prod- 
uct was  declared  mishranded  and  a  line  of  $15  impoeed. — 
[Notice  of  Judgment,  Ko.  276.] 

Eos-Kola 

Kos-Kola  was  a  soft  drink  shipped  in  interstate  commerce 
by  the  Sethness  Company  of  Chicago.  A  sample  of  this  prep- 
aration was  analyzed  by  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry  whose  diem- 
ists  reported  that  it  contained  a  "poisonous  and  delet«Tious 
ingredient,  to  wit,  cocain."  Aa  the  preparation  failed  to  hear 
a  statement  on  the  label  of  the  quantity  or  proportion  of 
cocain,  and,  as  the  name  Kos-Kola  indicated  that  a  product 
of  the  cola  nut  was  one  of  its  chief  ingredients,  which  it  was 
not,  this  vicious  mixture  was  declared  mishranded  and  adul- 
terated. A  plea  of  guilt-y  ^i>s  entered  and  the  defendant  fined. 
—{Notice  of  Judgment,  Ko.  296.] 

Kola-Ade 
The  Kola-Ado  Company  of  Atlanta.  Ga.,  was  proaecnted  for 
shipping  a  soft  drink — Kola-Ade — which  the  Govemtiient  chem- 
ists found  to  contain  cocain,  into  another  state.  A  plea  of 
guilty  was  entered  and  a  fine  imposed.— [,V(j( ice  of  Judgment. 
Ko.  SfO.] 
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Waterbaiy'8  Metabolized  Cod  I.irer  Oil  Componnd  * 
This  product  of  the  Waterbury  Chemical  Compan;,  of  Bes 
Moinea,  Iowa,  was  expose  in  The  Joubnal  of  the  American 
Medical  ABSOciation,  October  9,  1909.  In  Ma;,  1910,  the 
United  States  Government  issued  a  notice  of  judgment  in 
yhicb  it  waa  declared  that  Waterhury's  Metabolised  Cod  Liver 
Oil  Compound  was  mishranded.  The  court  rendered  its  decree 
of  condemnation  and  foreiture.^[  jVo( ice  of  Judgment,  Xo. 
SOS.] 


Coke  Extract 

The  Kurofort  Company  of  Atlanta,  Gn.,  which  ia  the  r 
under  vhich  J.  A.  Scott  does  business,  shipped  a 
of  a  soft  drink,  known  as  Coke  Extract,  into  a  neighhoring 
state.  A  sample  of  this  shipment  was  procured  and  analyzed 
by  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry  and,  according  to  the  findings  of 
the  analyst,  the  product  was  found  to  contain  cocain.  There 
being  no  statement  on  the  label  showing  the  quantity  or  pro- 
portion of  this  dangerous  drug,  the  stuff  was  declared  mis- 
branded.  Tiie  defendant  pleaded  guilty  and  waa  fined. — 
[\'o(t"ce  of  Judgment,  A'o.  SO'J.I 

Syno's  Hay  Fever  and  CatBTrn  Remedy 

This  vicious  product  made  by  E.  H.  Ryno,  of  Wayland, 
Mich.,  was  analyzed  in  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry  and  found  to 
eonsist  of  09.05  per  cent,  cocain  hydrochiorid.  As  the  label 
did  not  disclose  the  quantity  or  proportion  of  cocain,  the  Gov- 
ernment declared  the  preparation  misbranded  and,  on  a  plea 
of  guilty,  the  court  imposed  a  fine  of  $100.00.— [SfoJice  of 
judgment,  Ko.  323.] 

*  It  l9  IntereBtlne  In  this  connpctlon  to  note  that  tbls  product  Is 
no  longer  being  sold  in  tbe  United  StatcH  under  tbe  name  '-Metab- 
olized Cod  Liver  Oil  CompouDd."  In  Caaada  and  Great  Britain, 
however,  where  tbe  Food  and  Drues  Acts  do  not  require  tbe  same 
degree  of  truthfulnesH  la  labeling,  the  old  name  Is  still  retained. 
See  the  lIlnBtratien  ot  tbe  old  and  new  labeU. 
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La  ToMa  Hair  Took 


Lombardo's  La  Tnaca  Hair  Tonic  was  sold  by  J.  L.  Lom- 
bardo,  Buffalo,  N,  Y.,  under  the  fol- 
lowing claim: 

"LK  TMca  Hair  Tonic  will  ellmlnatv 
nny  ai^alp  dlspasp.  daadrulT.  Itch,  boad 
arbc  and  tbe  (ailing  at  bait." 

The  product  was  found  to  contain 
98.6  per  cent,  of  wood  alcobol.  As 
tlie  quantity  or  proportion  of  this 
alcohol  was  not  stated  on  the  label 
and  na,  further,  the  curative  proper- 
ties assigned  to  it  were  false,  mia- 
leading  and  deceptive,  the  product  was  declared  misbranded. 
Tlie  defendant  pleaded  guilty  and  paid  a  fine. — [Kotice  of  Judg- 
ment, Xo.  319.] 


Gill-Seng-Gin 
Victor  E.  and  William  II.  Shields,  trading  under  tbe  name 
of  Gen-Seng-Cin  Company,  sbipped  from  Ohio  to  Michigan  a 
consignment  of  a  drug  labeled  in  part: 


The  label  also  contained  devices  resembling  Chinese  charac- 
ters and  writing,  tending  to  lead  the  purcliaser  to  believe  tbai 
the  product  was  of  Chinese  origin.  Tbe  government  decided 
that  this  stuff  was  misbranded  in  that  it  was  neither  gin  nor 
a  compound  of  gin  and  ginseng.  Further,  the  amount  of  phos- 
phate was  so  small  and  infinitesimal  (only  0.05  per  cent.)  as 
not  to  justify  or  warrant  the  use  of  the  words  "with  phoS' 
pliatc";  and,  moreover,  it  was  not  a  product  of  foreign  manu- 
facture nor  of  Chinese  origin.  A  plea  of  guilty  was  entered 
and  fine  imposed. — [iVoHee  of  Judgment,  No.  327.] 

Kohler'a  Antidote 

This  product  sold  by  the  Kohler  Manufacturing  Company, 
Baltimore,  Md.,  bore  the  following 
statement  on  the  label: 
"Kohler'a  Antidote  cures  headache." 
"One  powder  should  be  taken  tor  head- 
ache, neuralgta.  disordered  stoma ch  and 
otbcc  ailments  for  wblcb  It  Is  a  cure." 

As  it  would  not  cure  headache,  neu- 
ralgia, disordered  stomach,  etc.,  it  was 
declared  misbranded. — [Notice  of  Judgment,  No.  520.] 
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CeltTj  Cola 

Celery-Cola,  marketed  by  the  Birminghar 


Celery  Cola  Com- 


ingham,  Ala.,  waa  nnother  soft  drink  found  t 
contain  cocain  and  cafTcin.  The  government  contended  that 
ae  eocain  waa  a  poisonous  and  deleterious  ingredient,  ths 
product  was  adulterated  and  as  the  proportion  or  quantity  of 
cocain  was  not  declared  on  the  label  it  waa  also  miabranded. — 
[Notice  of  Judgment,   No.  326.]  ' 

Hyal'a  Compoand  Extract  of  Damiana 
Tliis  product,  sold  by  Frederick  Steams  &  Co.,  Detroit,  Mich., 
was  labeled  in  part  as  follows: 

"Each  fluldounce  represents : 

Alcohol    CO  pet  cpnt. 

Coca   15  grains, 

]  lamlana    T6  grain*. 

Nui   vomica   t  grains.' 

PlioBphorus    ais/iooo   grain. 

Useful  as  an  aphrodisiac  and  for  restora- 
tion or  vlrllUj'  Id  debility  of  the  reproduc- 
tive organs  ol  both  seies. 

"Damlana     is     a     non-lrrilatlDg     sexual 

"Coca  exalts  Intellectual  faculties." 
"rrepBrcd  for  the  New  Vork  and  Londou 
[Jrug  Co.      (Incorporated   New    York,    U.    8 

The  Government  declared  this  product 
iiiisbiaDiJed  in  that  it  contained  a  quan< 
lily  of  cocain  and  did  not  show  on  the 
label  the  quantity  or  proportion  of  this 
ding.  It  waa  furtlier  misbranded  in 
that  there  was  not  sufficient  damiana 
to  justify  the  use  of  the  name  "Extract 
of  Ramiana."  It  was  still  further  mis- 
liruiiiled-  in  that  the  statements  regard* 
ii^^  its  aphrodisiac  power  were  falsi;, 
III  intending  and  deceptive  j  that,  as  u 
iii;iUcr  of  fact,  the  product  did  not  con- 
tain the  aphrodisiac  qualities  claimed. 
-\Nolice  of  Judgment,  No.  5^5.] 

SussUs  Wasaer 

A  product  of  this  name  was  shipped  by  John  C.  Lindsay  & 
Co.,  New  York,  into  another  state.    The  label  stated; 

"A  Concentrated  aallne  purgative  water  .  .  .  Dosage :  Wlne- 
Klassful  early  In  tbe  morning." 

Samples  of  this  shipment  were  procured  and  analyzed  by 
the  Government  and,  from  the  findings  of  the  analysts,   the 


A  fine  was  imposed. 
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product  waa  declared  misbranded.  This  was  baied  OH  the  fkct 
that  the  word,  Susbub  Water,  appearing  on  the  label  .with  no 
qualifying  word,  implied  that  tlie  water  was  a  natural  water, 
"which  in  truth  and  fact  was  not  the  caa«i"  further,  the  name 
indicated  that  the  water  was  a  natural  German  water,  when 
it  waB  not.  A  plea  of  guilty  was  entered  and  a  fine  imposed. — 
{Notice  of  Judgment,  Xo.  375.] 

Kinoe's  Snie  Headache  Cure 
Harry  E.  Kinne,  doing  business  under  the  name  of  the  Kinnc 
Medicine  Company,  Hudson,  Micli.,  shipped  into  another  state 
a  product  labeled : 

"Kl  Due's  Sure  Ilvadaolie  Cure.  lor 
sick,  perlodkal  SDd  nervous  headiches. 
These  powders  do  not  coot  at  d  aor  mor- 
]>blD  or  cocni'n.  Each  powder  coulains  a 
small  qunDtlt;  of  acetaallld,  2  grains  to 
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"grag-^iiKSLt-j* 


—[Sotice  of  Judgment,  «o.  Si6.^ 
Hodnett's 


HODNEH'S 


This  stuff  was  analyzed  by  the  gov- 
ernment  chemists  aud  declared   mis- 
branded  on  two  counts:    first,  it  contained  not  2  but  3  grains 
of  aeetanilid  to  the  dose,  and,  second,  it  was  not  a  "sure  head- 

B  Gem  Soothing  Syrup 
This  product  was  shipped  by 
Alfred    T.    G.    Hodnett,    York, 
Pa.,  to  Washington,  D.  C.     It 

bore  tlie  following  statement  on 
the  label: 

"Superior  to  all  soothing 
Bjrups." 

"This  preparstlOD  contains  ap- 
proilmstelr  1  1/5  graiiiB  of  opium 
and  i  per  vent,  of  alcohol  Ip  each 

"Guaranteed     perfectly     harm- 

"Coatains  no  morpbln     .     .     ." 

"Mothers  need  not  fear  to  give 
tbia  medicine  to  the  youngest 
ttsbe.  as  no  bad  results  come  from 
the  continued  use  of  It." 

Because  of  these  falae  and 
misleading  statements  and  be- 
cause, moreover,  the  product 
did  contain  morphin,  it  waa 
declared  misbranded. — [fiotice 
of  Judgment,  ^'o.  ^OJ.] 
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Telephone  Headache  Tablets 

Charles  W.  Horn,  of  Slatington,  Fa.,  shipped  to  Michigan  a 
■?aD9ignment  of  a  drug,  eaeh  package  of  which  vas  labeled  in 
part  as  followa: 

lutel;  barm- 

morpiiln,   or  any  Injurious   medicine     .  Perfectly  tarnileBS 

Enclosed  in  each  retail  package  was  a  printed  eircular  con- 
taining, among  other  statements,  the  following: 

"This  Is  one  of  tbe  grtateat  disrorerl^s  tbat  medical  science  has 
achieved  aB<t  aecer  before  has  mankiDd  b«en  so  Messed  with  eacb  a 
murreloua  remedy  for  the  relief  of  pain     ..." 

"They  absolutely  contain  no  .  .  .  Injurious  drugs  but  ate  In 
every  respect  the  fatcBt  result  of  science." 

"This  remedy  is  a  combination  of  the  best  knonn  medicines  from 
tbe  vegetable  kingdom     .     ■     ." 

The   product   was   declared   misbranded   on   several   counts; 

first,   the   claim    that   they   were   "absolutely   harmless,"   was 
false    and    misleading    in    that 
the   product   contained   ace  tan - 
ilid,   "an   erratic,  powerful  and     J 
injurious  article."     It  was  also     * 
declared     misbranded      biicause     ■ 
the  labels  did  not  disclose  the     i 
quantity  or  proportion  of  ace-     1 
tanilid  in  the  tablets  contained 
in    the    package,    and    because   ^ 

tbe  Telephone  Headache  Tablets  were  not  the  greatest  dis- 
covery that  medical  science  has  achieved.  Moreover,  they  were 
not  a  combination  of  vegetable  drugs  because  acetanilid,  the 
chief  ingredient,  is  not  a  vegetable  product,  but  a  substance 
compounded  from  analin,  a  coaltar  derivative,  and  acetic  acid. 
—ISotice  of  Judgment,  A'o.  393.] 

Tuckahoe  Lithia  Water 

A  quantity  of  this  product  was  shipped  by  the  Tuckahoe 
Mineral  Springs  Co.,  Northumberland,  Pa.,  into  another  state. 
It  was  labeled  in  part  as  follows: 

-This  water  la  a  sure  solvent  tot   calculi,  cllbcr  of  the  kidneys 

The  water  was  declared   misbiaiided  because  it  was  not  a   . 
sure  solvent  for  calculi,  etc. —  [Notice  of  Judgment,  So.  ^S-j,] 

Sporty  Days  Invigorator 
'  Julian  Simon,  Ira  Simon  and  Herbert  Simon,  doing  business 
as  J.  Simon  &,  Sons,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  shipped  into  another  state 
a  quantity  of  a  drug  product  having  the  name  given  above. 
As  the  stuff  contained  alcohol  and  the  label  did  not  state  that 
fact,  it  was  declared  misbranded.  A  plea  of  guilty  was  entered 
and  A  fine  imposed, — [Sotice  of  Judgment,  No.  426.'] 


J 
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Palck'i  One-Minute  Headache  Cuie 

W.  H.  Carslftke,  trading  aa  John  A.  Falck  Co ,  Bordentown, 
N.  J.,  shipped  a  quantity  of  this  preparation  to  Pliiladelphia. 
The  alulT  was  an  acetanilid-contaimng  headache  mixture  and 
did  not  bear  on  the  label  a.  statement  regarding  the  quantity 


or  proportion  of  acetanilid.     It  was,  therefore,  declared  mis- 
branded. — [yotice  of  Judgment,  No.  ^iS.] 

Cancerine 

This  product  wa.*  shipped  by  C.  Henry  Wilson  of  Shelton, 
Conn,,  to  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  package  in  which  the 
drug  was  contained  bore  tlic  following  statemente  among 
others: 


D  all  lis  tormc." 

ract.  which  1(  faithfully  adhered  to 
us  poleon  Ciom  Ihe  ByGlem." 
Because  of  these  false  and  misleading  claims,  and  because, 
also,  the  proportion  of  alcohol  in  the  nostrum  was  not  stated 
in  the  size  of  type  required  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
the  stuff  was  declared  misbranded  and  a  Gne  was  imposed. — 
[Xotk-e  of  Judgment,  Xo.  /iH.} 

Knox's  Head-Ake  Powders 

This  product  was  shipped  by  the  Pul- 
len- Richardson  Chemical  Company  of  St. 
Louis  into  Georgia.    It  was  labeled: 

"A  new  remedy  and  a  moat  certain  cure 
Cor  heailactic,  neuralgia,  lagrippe  and  tor 
tile  Immediate  relief  oC  pain  .  .  .  Con- 
tains   one-bait    ounce    acetanilid    la    each 


"A  specific  cure  for  ci 

"A  rfmnrkable  curall 

will  entirely  eradicate  c 


KNOX'S 


HEAD-AKE 
POWDERS 


This  nostrum  -was  declared  misbranded 
on  the  ground  that  it  contained  prac- 
tically two-thirds  of  an  ounce  of  acetan- 
ilid to  an  ounce  of  the  powder;  and  that 
SAFE  QUICK  SURE  it  was  not  a  safe,  sure  nor  certain  cure 
for  headaches,  neuralgia,  etc.  A  plea  of 
guilty  lias  entered  and  a  fine  imposed. —  [Notice  of  Judgment, 

No.  iss.i  ■ 
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This   preparation   was 


"Epp-ftone" 

skinIood 


TlKLiCMtlKitl.Ci. 


Epp-a-toue 

shipped    in    interstnte   < 
La    Cott«1    Manufacturing   Compan}!,    of 
Detroit,  Mich.     It  was  labeled: 

"Epp-o-toiic    a   Ekin   food    foi-   beautifyirs 


A  sample  of  this  preparation  was  pro- 
cured and  analyzed  by  the  Bureau  of 
Chemistry.  The  chemist  reported  that 
Epp-o-tonc  "consisted  essentially  of  mag- 
nesium sulpliate,  commonly  known  as 
Epsom  salts,  colored  with  a  pink  dye." 
As  Epsom  salts  is  not  a  skin  food,  the 
product  was  declared  misbranded  and  a 
fine  was  imposed. — [Notice  of  Judgment, 
Xo.  iSS.} 

Ean  Sublime  Haii  Dye' 

This   stuff,   shipped   by    HIppolytu   Oiiilmard   of   New   York 
City,  was  sold  under  the  following  claims: 


New  York," 

The  stuff  was  analyzed  by  the  Govern- 
ment chemists  and  declared  misbranded 
because  (1)  the  siufli  was  not  a,  vege- 
table substance;  (2)  it  would  not  re- 
move dandrulf;  (3)  it  was  not  harmless, 
but  tended  to  produce  an  eczema  of  the 
scalp,  and  (4)  it  had  not  been  endorsed 
by  the  U.  S.  Health  Board.— [ft'o  J  ice 
of  Judgment,  No.  Wi.] 

Vermouth  Excelsior 

This  product,  slii[iped  by  Samuel  J.,  Hiram  and  Irving  I. 
■  Bloomingdale,  of  Kew  York  City,  bore  the  following  elaima 
on  the  label: 

"Would  strengtben  the  mlnii." 

"Increasettbe  oreanfe  enci'ay.;' 

"A  safe  preventive  of  fcvtr  anil  cbolera." 

All  of  these  statements  being  false  and  misleading  and  the 
further  fact,  that  although  the  preparation  contained  IG  per 
cent,  of  alcohol,  it  was  not  so  labeled,  caused  the  courts  to 
declare  the  stuff  misbranded  and  to  impose  a  fine. —  [Xotice  of 
Judgment,  Xo.   iGl.] 


•  See  Indei  for  further  informatl. 


J  ■,  Google 
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Esmes*  Tonic  Headache  Wafers 


A  quantit;  of  ttiia  noatniin, 
formerly  known  ns  "Celery  Crack- 
ers," waa  shipped  by  tlie  Celcri 
Cracker  Medicine  Company,  Man 
cheater,  N.  II.,  to  Vermont.  Tlic 
label  stated,  among  other  tilings 
that  the  product  did  not  contaii! 
any  of  the  dangerous  dnigs  enu 
merated  in  the  Food  and  Drug!- 
Act  ("Pure  Food  Law"}.  As  ii 
did  contiun  acetnnilid,  the  state 
mcnt  was  false  and  niisleadinp 
and  the  product  was  declared  l 
branded.  The  court  imposed 
.V"..}).''.] 


His.  Graham's  Dandinff  CuTe 

This  stuff  shipped  by  Mra.  Gervaise 
Ornhnin,  of  (  hicnfjo,  bore  on  ila  label, 
among  other   statements,  the  following: 

'■Turp  and  li  arm  Ipse." 


The  findings  of  the  Government  clieni' 
i«fs  showed  that  the  stuff  was  not  a  per- 
ninnent  cure  for  dandruff  and  was  not 
puie  and  harmless.  It  was,  therefore, 
declared  misbi'ondcd  and  a  fine  imposed. 
—  [.Vo(ice  of  Judgmenl,  .Vo.  ^54.) 


RamoD'a  Pepsin  Headache  Care 
The  Brown  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Greeneville,  Tenn., 
shipped  thia  product  into  another  state  and  thus  brought  it  in 
conflict  with  the  Federal  Food  anil  Drugs  .Act.  The  product 
was  declared  niisbrandcd  in  that  the  label  represented  it  to 
contain  pepsin  as  a  constituent  element, 
when,  as  a  matter  ot  fact,  pepsin  was 
not  present  in  any  perceptible  quantity. 
It  was  aUo  labeled  a  "Pepsin  Headache 
Cure,"  whieh  statement  wna  false  and 
misleading  beeanse  it  was  not  a  cure,  the 
product    wholly    lacking    the    power    to 

effect  the  cure.  In  addition  to  this,  the  stuff  contained  aeetan- 
iltd  and  the  label  did  not  bear  a  Iruc  and  correct  statement  of 
the  quantity  or  proportion  of  this  drug.— I.Voffce  of  Judgment, 


'^TS-^^ 


ir,  Google 
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Flag  Silt 
The     Flag     Salt     Remedy     Company, 

Savannah,  N.  Y.,  ihipped  thb  product, 
whieh  was  claimed  positively  to  cure  all 
forms  of  headaciic  nnd  neuralgia  and  to 
contain  an  "energizing  agent."  It  was 
further 'cliimed  that  acetanilid,  the  cliief 
ingredient  of  the  product,  was  not  an 
injurious  drug.  All  of  these  statements 
being  false  and  miHleading,  the  prcduct 
was  dcrlared  misbranded.  A '  plea  of 
guilty  was  entered  nnd  tlie  court  sua-. 
pendrd  sentence. —  [Xotire  of  Jwlgmenl, 
,Vo.  iS5.] 

RocoCoU 
TiiiA  «oft  drink,  shipped  by  the  Lehmnn-Roaenfeld  Company 
of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  was  analyzed  by  tiie  (Joi-ernment  chemists, 
on  nlioae  findings  it  was  declared  adultcrnted  and  tnisbrnnded. 
It  was  found  to  contain  cocain  and  cafTein,  wliich  rendered  the 
drink  injurioua  to  liealth.  Furthermore,  the  label  failed  to 
bear  a  statement  of  the  quantity  or  proportion  of  cocain  and 
caRein.  A  plea  of  gnilty  was  entered  and  fine  imposed. — 
[Yotice  of  Judgment,  Xo.  ^66.1 

Duniana  Nerre  InTisiJiator 
ThiB   dnig   waa   shipped   by   Steinhardt   Bros.   &   Company, 
Kew  York  City,  to  Slnssachusclts.    It  was  declared  misbranded 
,    first  because  the  label  on  the  product  failed  to  bear  a  state- 


ment of  the  qiuiiitily  of  alcohol  therein  and,  second,  because 
damiana  waa  not  one  of  the  ingredients  of  the  prepaiation. 
The  defendant  entered  a  plea  of  not  guilty,  but  the  jury  dis- 
agreed with  this  and  the  court  imposed  a  fine  of  ^2<KI,-i- 
INotke  of  Judgment,  Xo.  501.] 


SexaU  Headache  Wafers 
A  qiMinlity  of  this  product  waa  shipped  by  the  United  Drug 

Company,  of  Chicago,  into  Tenueasee.  On  the  findings  of  the 
Government  chemiata  who  analyzed  thia 
preparation,  the  stuff  was  declared  mis- 
branded.  On  the  label  it  was  stated  that 
the  RexaU  Hefidache  'Wafers  were  harm- 
less when,  in  fact,  they  contained  cafTein 
and  aeetphenetiilin  (pheuacetin),  which 
are  well-known  harmful  and  habit-form- 
ing ingredients.  The  quantity  of  acet- 
plieneticlin    (phenacetin)    present   in   the 

wafers  was  also ■miBstated.    The  court  imposed  a  fine. — [\olice 

of  Judgment,  Ao.  553.] 

Cany  Cancer  Cure  * 
The  Dr.  Curry   Cancer  Cure  Company  of  Lebanon,  Ohio, 

shipped   into   another   state   a   consignment  of   fourteeo   drug 
preparations  labeled  respectively; 

1.  AntiBcptlc  Lint. 

2.  Oac  Uuartni  round  Bfdrogen  reroitde. 

3.  Tersulpbale  of  Iron. 
'.  Antiseptic  Soap. 


.,__,..    ..    t.  Alcohol. 

,    e  Solution,  4  jm  cent,  cocsln. 

.  Brown  Uquld.  Alcohol  0  per  Ci 


While  Powder,  Acetnnllld  £5  pi?r  c 
0.  Liquid  Poppj.  Alcohol  H  per  cei 
iPQtB  one  grain  purified  opium. 
II).  AnirUallgnnnl  Tonic  No.  1.  Alcoh. 
11.  ADil-MHilgnaat  Tonic  No.  2,  Alcobi 
IS.  Smnll  Box  of  fills. 


;   Each  Fluldram  repre- 


14.  Wh 


e  SaUe 


All  of  these  products  were  labeled,  in  addition,  'Trepared 
for  Dr.  Curry  Cancer  Cure  Company,  Lelntnon,  Oiiio,  U,  S.  A.," 
and  purported  to  constitute  a.  treatment  for  the  cure  of  can- 
cer. Samples  of  the  shipment  were 
analyzed  by  the  Government  chemists 
and  the  findings  indicnted  tliat  the 
products  were  niisbranded  within 
meaning  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act; 
first,  because  it  was  implied  that  the 
products  would   bring  about   the  c 

would  not;  second,  because  Product  No.  9  did  not  contain  suffi- 
cient opium  to  justify  the  use  of  the  name  "liquid  poppy"; 
third,  because  Products  Kos.  10  and  11  did  not  contain  ingre- 
dients justifying  the  use  of  the  words  "anti-malignant  tonic," 
and,  fourth,  becouse  Product  No.  12  failed  to  bear  a  truthful 
statement  regarding  tlie  amount  of  cocain.  The  defendant 
entered  a  plea  of  guilty  ond  the  court  imposed  a  fine  of  $60.00, 
— I.Vofice  of  Judgment,  Ko.   507.] 

•  This  cruel  fraud  in  denlt  with  at  prcnter  lenpth  elsewJiere.  Bn 


hich  they 


.o;(lc 
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.  Manana  Glnten  Breakfast  Food 

The  Health  Food  Company  of  New  York  City  shipped  this 
product,  which  on  the  label  bore  the  following  statement: 
"It  baa  accompllBbed  a  great  work  with  the  alck." 
Thia  Btatement  was  declared  false  and  misleading  and  tend- 
■    ing  to  deceive  the  purchaser  into  believing  that   the  product 
was  of  value  for  medicinal  purposes,  when  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
it  was  nothing  more  than  ordinary  wheat  bread.     Dr.  Frank 
Fuller,  president  of  the  Company,  entered  a  plea  of  guilty  and 
the  court  suspended  sentence. —  [Notice  of  Judgment,  So.  i70.] 

"FuiuiT-How-Qnick"  Headache  Cnre 

J.  Maro  Harriman  Drug  Co.,  Lynn,  Mass.,  shipped  this  stuff 
to  Michigan.     The  product  was  labeled: 

"A    sure    and    quk'k    relief   for    all  ' 

■'Doea   not  sluplfy    bnt  braces   one  .'2.'™".^!l.Sl!'-°«J!^ini'C 

"Will  not  cause  a  habit."  "TLTrKS^^^^-.-M 

"Guaranteed  lo  cure."  .i^   t^.'SILkcr-'i^'i^i     iiw 

The    preparation    was    declared  „,  ."i'l;  "'"^i^n 

misbranded  because  it  was  not  a 

quick  headache  cure;  neither  was  it  a  sure  and  quick  relief 
for  headachea;  moreover,  it  was  a  habit-forming  drug,  as  it 
contained  acetanilid,  the  amount  of  which  was  not  properly 
stated  on  the  label.  A  fine  was  imposed. — [Notice  of  Judg- 
ment, No.  568.1 

Gearaa  Headache  Powders 
J.  F.  Gearan,  Boston,  sliipped  into  another  state  a  product 
labeled: 

"Headache  Powders.  Each  powder  contains  acetpbenetldln  5 
grains    .     .     ." 

Analysis  by  the  Government  chemists  indicated  that  it  was 
misbranded  in  that  the  powders  instead  of  containing  acet- 
phenetidin  actually  contained  acetanilid,  the  presence  of  which 
was  not  declared— [Woliee  of  Judgment,  No.  569.] 

Howe's  Headache  Tablets 

A  consignment  of  these  tablets  was  sliipped  by  the  Howe 
Medicine  Co.,  Philadelphia,  'a  Michigan.  Examination  of  samples 
of  theae  tablets  showed  them  to  be  misbranded  in  the  follow- 
ing particulars:     According  to  the  label,  each  tablet  contained 

1  gr.  of  acetanilid;  as  a  matter  of  fact,  each  tablet  contained 

2  gr.  of  acetanilid.  According  to  the  label,  one  or  two  doses 
would  "relieve  all  lioadaclies,  neuralgia  and  rheumatic  head- 
aches or,  in  fact,  any  form  of  headache";  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
they  would  not  do  bo.  According  to  the  label,  Howe's  tablets 
were  "a  positive  specific,"  they  would  "stop  any  kind  of  liead- 
ache  in  three  to  live  minutes";  both  of  these  claims,  also, 
were  false.  The  defendant  pleaded  Euilt^  and  a  fine  was 
imfmiei,^lJf othe  of  Jitdgmfnt,  No,  1^3-] 


.M,gk 
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Soemnoform 

E.  DeTrey  &  Sous,  PhiUdeliihis,  the  name  under  wbifh 
Jacob  F.  Frantz,  George  H,  Whiteley,  Dean  C.  Osbome  and 
John  R.  Sheppard  do  business,  shipped  a  coDaignment  of 
"Siemnoform"  from  Pennsylvania  to  the  District  of  Columbia. 
The  preparation  n'ss  labeled; 

"Thl^  mixture  contains  cblorld  ot  elbyl.  60  per  cent. ;  eblorid  of 
menthyi,  36  i)er  cent.;  bcomld  of  ethyl,  5  per  cent." 


Analysis  by  the  Government  chemists  indicated  that  the 
product  did  not  contain  bromid  of  ethyl  5  per  cent,  nor  any 
bromid  of  ethyl  and  was,  therefore,  misbrandod.  Tbe  defend- 
ants entered  a  plea  of  guilty  and  fine  was  imposed. — [iVolice 
of  Judgment,  No.  57i.] 

Wiseola 

Wiseola  was  a  soft  drink  mode  by  the  Wiseola  Company  of 
Birmingham,  Ala.  Samples  of  a  shipment  of  this  product  to 
Louisinna  were  analyzed  by  the  Government  chemists  and 
found  to  contain  cocain.  To  the  charge  of  adulterating,  the 
defendant  pleaded  guilty  and  a  fine  was  imposed. — [NoHce  of 
Judgment,  J'o.  5.').}.] 

Elixir  of  Cod  Livei  Oil 

Frederick  F.  Ingram  &  Co.,  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  shipped,  in 
interstate  commerce  a  drug  product  labeled  "Our  Compound 
Ehxir  of  Cod  I  i\pt  Oil  "  On  the  basis  of  government  analyses, 
this  preparation  was  declared  misbranded  in  that  the  label 
bore  the  statement  contains  Norwegian  Cod  Liver  Oil,  aa  rep- 
resented by  its  actue  medicinal  ingredients  .  .  ."  while 
analysis  failed  (9  ^i^clpst)  tbe  presence  of  any  cod  Uver  oi) 
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or  of  tlie  active  medicinal  principles  thereof.     The  following  ^ 
additional  statements  were  also  declared  false  and  misteadiag: 
"It  enriches  the  blood." 

"Successfully  used  fn  Itie  tteatmpiit  of  pulmonary  lonaiimptlon, 
prerentlng  rapid  waste  and  malnlalnlng  the  general  health  of  the 
patient." 

"Especially  yaluable  In  severe  pulmonary  complaints." 
"Replacing  with  advantage  cod  liver  oil  emulsion." 
These  statements  were  declared  false,  first,  bccauae  the 
preparation  had  no  properties  capnble  of  preventing  rapid 
waste  or  of  maintaining  tlie  general  health  of  the  patient, 
and,  second,  because  it'  bad  no  curative  value  in  the  treatment 
of  pulmonary  complaints. — INottce  of  jAtdgment;  No.  598.] 

Cancerol  * 

Leon  T.  Leach,  a  cancer  quack  of  Indianapolia,  shipped  two 
of  bia  drng  products  to  the  District  of  Columbia.  One  of  these 
preparsttiona,  known  as  Cancerol,  bore  the  following  label; 

"Cnncerol,  a  compound  of  essential  oils  for  the  irealment  of 
mnllBnant  diseases,  originated  and  perfected  by  L.  T.  Leach,  M.D. 
Blood  renaiator.     I'redlgesled  oils  for  internal  admlnlstrutlon. 

"This  preparation  tones  up  the  general  system,  enriches  the  blood 
and  forllfles  the  glands  aRolnst  invasion  of  malignant  cells.  It 
'  does  not  injure  the  most  delicate  stomach,  etc. 

"Directions :     Take    one    tenspoonful    before    each    meal,    without 
water.     From  the  Parkview  Sanatorium  and  Dispensary,  Dr.  L.  T. 
Leach,  Medical  Director.  iDdianapolis.  ind." 
The  other  nostrum  was  an  ointment  or  salve  labeled: 
"Healing  aalve.   composed   of   a   due   mixture   of  vpgetable   and 
mineral  oils,   wllh  certain  druKs  of  higli   henling  qualllleB     .      .      . 
"From    the    I'arkview    Sanatoriuin.    and    DleiJensoty.    Dr.    L.    T. 
Ltach,  Medical  Director." 
Samples  of  these  two  substances  were  examined  by  the  Gov- 
.   chemists   whose   findings   indicated   that    they   weie 
branded.    Cancerol  was  not  "a  compound  of  essential  oils," 
nor  did  it  contain  "predigest«d  oils,"  as 
was  claimed.     It  did  contain,  however, 
14  per  cent,  of  alcohol  and  a  certain  pro- 
portion  of   opium,   and   the   presence  of 
neiljier  of  these  substances  was  stated  on 
the   label.    The  salve  was  deolare<l   mis- 
branded,  because  it  was  not  a  compound  of  vegetable  oils  with 
"certain  drugs  of  high  healing  qualities."    Leach  first  pleaded 
not  guilty,  but   later  changed   his   mind   and  pleaded  guilty, 
whereupon  the  court  imposed  a  fine.— [.Vofiee  of  Judgment, 
Xo.  606.1 

Wells'  Dime  Headache  Cure 
W.  A.  Wells,  doing  business  as  the  Wells  Medicine  Company, 
Lafayette.  Ind.,  shipped  from  one  state  to  another  a  product 
labeled  "Wells'  Dime  Headache  Cure."  As  the  product  was 
not  a  headache  cure,  such  labeling  was  deemed  misbranding 
and  a  fine  imposed. — [Notice  of  Judgment,  A'o.  630.] 

•  The  cruelty  and  fraud  connected 
fHre  business  is  discussed  at  greater  le 
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Dr.  WincbeH's  Teethins  Synip 
T)iis  product,  put  out  by  the  Emmert  Proprietary  Compaay 

of  Chicago,  wns  Bold  under  the 


nPdicine  for  dlst. 


■■Will  T>oaltlT,.iy  c, 

are  every  rase 

■■QiiiPts  and  soolh 

'■Chics   dlarrhon   t 

md   dysentery 

1  thff  worst  forms/' 

■ntiTO  of  dlph- 

■■Cures    .    .    .    dlplitberla." 

As  each  and  every  one  of  these  statements  naa  false  and 
misleading,  tlie  drug  was  declared  misbranded  and  the  defend- 
ant fined.— [Aod'ce  of  Judgment,  ^^o.  GIO.] 

Failing's  Headache  Powder 
"Our  own  headache  cure;' a  ante  and  elBdent  rcmedj  for 
liendnche,  neuralgia,  etc.,"  are  some  of-  the  claims  made  by 
tlie  Failing-.Nellia  Drug  Company,  Albany,  N,  Y.,  for  a  product 
Rliipped  to  Michigan.  Tt  ivas  declared  misbrandeil  because  the 
laliel  contained  the  Etatement  that  the  product  vrua  a  head- 
ache cure,  when  it  was  not;  that  it  was  a  harmless  and  efli- 
cieiit  remedy,  when  it  was  not;  tliat  it  was  a  sure  cure  for 
all  nervous  and  sick  headaclies,  which  it  was  not;  and  fur- 
ther, because  the  quantity  of  acetanilid  it  contained  was  not 
stated.  A'plen  of  guilty  was  entered  and  a  fine  imposed. — 
(.Yo(ice  of  JvdgmenI,  ?lo.  fi3.).] 

Mrs.  Summers'  Headache  Remedy 

This  preparation,  labeled  "Mrs.  Summers'  Harmlefls  Head- 
ache Rcmcily,"  was  shipped  from 
j  South  Bend,  Ind.,  to  Michiean  by 
j  Gabriel  R.  Summers,  doing  business 
i  Vanderhoof  &  Co.,  South  Bend., 
it  Ind.  Aa  the  government  chemists 
reported  finding  caffein,  acetanilid, 
[■anipbor  and  sodium  salicylate  in  the 
j  stiiJT,  it  was  declared  that  instead  of 
j  being  a  "harmless'  remedy"  it  was  "in 
truth  and  in  fact  injurious  to  health" 
nnd,  therefore,  misbranded.  A  plea  of  guilty  was  entered  and  a 
fine  imposed. — IXotiec  of  Judgment,  A'o.  631.] 

Sure  Pop  Headache  Powders 

Tlie  Sure  Pop  Company,  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  shipped  this 
product  in  interstate  rommerce.  As  it  was  claimed  to  be  a 
pure  for  headache  and  neuralgia  and  to  be  a  "great  nervine," 
while  in  fact  it  was  neither,  it  wa?  declared  misbranded.— 
IKoIke  of  Judgment.  .\o.  6S3.^ 
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Miller's  Cancer  Core 
A  J  Miller,  St  Louis  Mo  sold  an  ointment  as  a  cancer 
cure  The  Government  (homists  reported  that  it  contained 
over  31  per  cent  of  acetanihd  As  the  presence  of  this  drug 
was  not  stated  on  the  label  and  as  the  claim  for  it  as  a 
"cancer  cure"  wai  a  falsehood  the  stuff  was  declared  mis 
brandei—[\olice  of  Judgment    Ao   635] 

Di  Peters'  Headache  Powders 
This  was  another  aeetanihd  mixture  and  was  shipped  in 
interstate  commerce  by  the  DeK«are  Drug  Company  Han 
cock  's  ^  The  statements  on  the  label  were  deelired  faHe 
and  misleading  and  the  presence  of  acttanilid  was  not  stated 
It  was  declared  misbranded  and  a  fine  imposed. —  [Jiotice  of 
Judgment,  A'o.  GiS.} 

■■Break-Up-The-Grip"  Tablets 

Tliese    tablets    were    shipped    by    John    D.   Langham,    from 
Holley,   N.    Y.,    to   Michigan.      Analysis 
~      showed  that  it  contained  acetanilid.    The 
following    claims   were    made    for   these 
tablets: 

"Will  cure  hcndache  in  ten  mlnutpa.' 
"Cui'f.>H  colds  and  grippe  in  one  day." 
■'Tbe  great  laiative  grippe  cure/' 
"Sate  rsincdy  (or  the  cure  o(  lagrlppo." 
"Contain  no  injni'lous  IngrGdlcnts," 
As  all  of  these  claims  were  false  end 
misleading,  the  product  was  declared  mis- 
branded  ajid  a  fiae  imposed. — INotice  of 
Judgment,  No.  707.] 

Tucker's  Drug-Habit  Core 

W.  J.  Tucker,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  shipped  a  quantity  of  a  drug 
product,  alleged  to  he  a  cure  for  the  drug-habit,  to  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  The  stuff  was  analyzed  by  the  Govern- 
ment chemists  and  found  to  contain  both  alcohol  and  morphin. 
As  the  presence  of  neither  of  these  substances  was  stated  on 
the  label,  the  preparation  was  declared  misbranded.  Tucker 
pleaded  guilty  and  a  fine  was  imposed. — [Nottce  of  Judgment, 
Xo.  G9S.} 

Starnes  Drug- Habit  Cure 
W.  A.  Starnes,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  shipped  a  number  of  bottles 
of  a  preparation  supposed  to  be  a  cure  for  the  drug-habit. 
Analysis  disclosed  the  presence  of  morphin,  and  as  tliere  was 
no  statement  to  that  effect,  the  product  was  declared  mis- 
branded. The  defendant  pleaded  guilty  and  was  fined, — 
ISotice  of  Judgment,  Ko.  6H-\ 
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Stanler's  lastant  Headache  Cme 
These  headaclie  tablets  were  shipped  in  interstate  commerce 
by  Stanley  K.  Pierson,  Jje  Roy,  N.  Y.  They  were  the  usual 
acetanilid  mixture  and  were  tiLbeled  with  a  disregard  for  tnitb 
not  uncommon  to  tlie  exploiterB  of  headache  remedies.  They 
were  declared  misbranded  and  a  fine  imposed. — [Notice  of 
Judgment,  So.  T««.] 

Shcrouiii's  Headaclie  Cute 
Orator  P.  Woodward,  of  Le  Roy,  N.  Y.,  shipped  this  product 
to  Michigan  and  thus  brought  it  within  tlie  juriadiction  cf 
the  federal  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  It  was  an  acetnnilld  mixture 
and  because  of  the  claims  made  that  it  would  cure  headache, 
etc.,  was  declared  misbraiided  and  a  fine  imposed. — [Notice  of 
Judgment,   So.  709.] 

Cactico  Hail  Grawet 
This  stuff  was  shipped  by  Mrs.  Gervaise  Graham,  of  Chi- 
cago, to  Tennessee.   Some  of  the  claims  made  for  this  product 

"Will  produce  hair  on  bald  beads." 
"Stops  tailing  at  tlie.balr.  kee'ps  the  scalp  hcaltby." 
Mrs.  Gervaise  Graham's  product  was  analyzed  at  the  Bureau 
of  Chemistry  and  found  to  contain: 

Alcohol    4.38  per  cent, 

Borai   0,35  per  crnt." 

Glycerin   8.70  per  cent. 

Capsicum trace. 

Water    88.48  per  cfnt. 

As  a  mixture  of  alcohol,  borax  and  glycerin  with  a  dash  of 
capsicum  wilt  not  grow  hair  on  bald  heads  an^  will  not  stop 
"falling  of  the  hair,"  and  because,  moreover,  the  correct 
amount  of  alcohol  present  did  not  appear  on  the  label,  the 
stuff  was  declared  misbranded  and  a  fine  imposed. — [Notice  of 
Judgment,   No.  715.] 

Stuart's  Catarrh  Tablets 
These  tablets  were  put  out  by  F.  A.  Stuart  Company,  of 
Marshall,  Hich.,  under  the  following  claima: 

"A  new  and  effectual  cure  for  dbsbI  cntarrh,  catarrh  of  (he  throat, 

catarrh  ot  the  bladder,  cold  in  Ihe  head  and  hay  fever." 

"We  know  that  the  regular  dally   use  of  IhcBe  tablets  will  cure 

catarrh     .      .     ,     OwinR  to  the  Imsn  amount  of  antiseptic  remedies 

contained  In    them,    the  tnhlets   are   iinplenxant   and   nauseating  to 

Bome  persons,  but  these  antiseptics  arc  nhsaliitely  nccesBarf  to  cure 

the  disease  and  drive  out  the  catarrh  poison." 
These  tablets  were  analyzed  by  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry  aud 

found  to  consist  ^f: 

Ash  (talc,  calcium  carbonate  and  trace  of  iron)...  31.9     per  cent. 

'Cane  sugar  59.1     per  cent. 

Moisture    O.fl.1  per  cent. 

Sangulnarla  and  starch 8.07  per  cent. 

As  there  was  no  evidence  to  show  that  such  a  mixture  would 

produce  the  therapeutic  results  claimed  by  this  concern,  and 

as,  moreover,  no  "large  amount  of  antiseptics"  was  found,  the 

product  was  declared  misbranded  and  a  fine  imposed. —  [Notice 

of  Judgment,   No.   713.] 
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Ai-Ma-S7de 
Artbur  H.  Doble,  doing  buninese  under  the  name  of 
Aathma  Reineil;  and  Manufacturing 
Company,  Coraelia  Ga.,  shipped  a  prod- 
uct labeled  Az-Ma-Sfde  to  UUh.  Sun- 
plea  were  analyzed  and  the  product  wbh 
found  to  be  a  dark  brown  liquid  slightly 
alttaline  in  reaction  with  the  odor  of 
thjmol,  wintergreen  and  phenol  and 
containing  4'^  graina  cocain  hydro- 
chlorid  to  the  ounce  and  about  2  per 
cent,  of  alcohol.  Aa  the  presence  of  alco- 
hol waa  not  declared  and  as  the  etate- 
ments  on  the  label  tended  to  cauae  pur- 
chasera  to  believe  that  this  drug  was 
a  cure  for  asthma,  which  it  was  not, 
the  BtulT  was  declared  misbrandcd  and  a  fine  imposed. — [Police 
nf  Judgment,  No.  727.] 

Cocainiied  Pepsin  Cinchona  Bittets 
The  B.  W.  Davia  Drug  Company,  the  name  under  which  J. 
F.  Miller  did  buaJness  in  Chicngo,  shipped,  in  interstate  com- 
merce, a  quantity  of  a  drug  product  called  Cocainized  Pepsin 
Cinchona  Bitters.  After  being  analyzed  in  the  Bureau  of 
ChemiBtry,  the  atulT  waa  declared  miabranded  in  that  it  was 
claimed  to  contain  one-half  of  one  per  cent.  (0.5%)  of  eaaence 
of  pepsin,  when,  in  fact,  it  contained  no  pepsin;  it  also  con- 
tained cocain  and  cocain  derivatives  and  no  statement  to  that 
effect  appeared  on  the  labol;  the  quantity  of  alcohol  in  the 
preparation  waa  incorrectly  stated;  while  the  claims  that  it 
would  purify  the  blood  and  was  a  speedy  rcnledy  for  indiges- 
tion, diarrhea,  alTectiona  of  urinary  organs,  asthniD,  bronchitis, 
etc.,  were  false  and  misleading.  A  plea  of  guilty  waa  entered 
and  a  fine  imposed. — [Notice  of  Judgment,  A'o,  79^.] 

KonkoS 

Charles  A.  Lewia,  Somerville,  Mass..  shipped  into  tlie  DlS' 
trict  of  Columbia  a  quantity  of  a  drug  labeled,  in  part,  as 
follows : 

"KurakolT  a  Ludk  ncnliT,  Cntsrrb  and  Astbnia  cure." 

"A  wDBdcrtuI  comblDfltlan  ot  Ruaslnn  white  pine.  Mexican  wild 
aage  banc;,  wllb  new  eums  and  oils  hcrcloforc  iiDuscd." 

"A  positive  cure  tor  consumpdOD.  bronchltla.  bi^inorrhaRes, 
Bstboia,   cotarrb.   bar   lever,   sare   and   weak   liiDga.   cousba.   col  da 

"A  apeedy  and  Dever-tHllIng  rvmcd;  (or  croup,  wboopinfc  cougb 
and  dipblbcrla." 

"A  apeclQc  tar  kidney  dlaeaacs." 

Samplea  of  thia  atuiT  were  analyzed  by  the  government 
chemist  wlio  reported  finding  the  following  substances: 
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As  the  analyiis  showml  thkt  "Kurakoff"  was  not  a  wondeT' 
ful  combination  of  SusaUn  white  pine,  etc.,  that  it  was  not  a 
speciAc  for  kidney  diaeaaes,  and  was  in  no  sense  a  never- 
failing  remedy  for  diphtheria,  the  court  decided  that  "Kura- 
koff"  was  misbran'iod. — [Votice  of  Judgment,  No.  750.] 

Gaunn'a  Aniseed  Symp 

J.  A.  Cauvin.  Lowell.  Mass., 
hcIIh  a  baby-killer  which  bears 
the  iiinoeent  name  Aniseed 
S.vrup.  Some  of  the  claims 
made  for  this  product  are: 

"In  ouilp  harmlesR.' 

Dilnentlj'  a  Children's  Rom- 


TJ,     COUghB 

Samples  uf  this  stuff  were  analyzed  by  the  Bureau  of 
Chemistry  and  found  to  l)e  a  watery. alcoholic  solution  of 
morpl'.in  acetate  sweetened  with  Bugar  and  flavored  with  oi! 
of  anise.  An  a  mixture  of  morphin  and  alcohol  is  not  "harm. 
less"  and  may  injure  tlie  health,  and,  as  ihe  amount  of  mor- 
pliin  was  in  excess  of  that'  given  on  the  label,  the  stuff  wa^ 
declared  misbrancied.  (iauviii  jileaded  guilty  and  was  fined 
$150.     [Notiee  of  Judgment  ,Vo.  773.] 

Slant's  Soothing  Balm 
This  prepuratioii  was  marketed  by  the  J.  W.  Brant  Co.  of 


■■Good  for  Colic,  Bowel  Conlplalnl.  Wcsli  Slomoch,  Palnter'a  Colic, 
Cliuii'i'u.  Cramijs.  Uysenlcry,  Neuralgia,  Toolb  and  Ear-.\che,  Scalds, 
BiulstB  and  Sprains." 

For  "rlieumatisni  and  neuralgia,"  it  was  to  be  applied  ex- 
ternally;  fov  "dyB[)cpBia,  sour  stomacli,  interna!  pain,  diarrhea, 
fever  and  ague,"  it  was  to  be  taken  internally.  It  was  also 
recommended  for  "Diphtheria  or  Canker"  and  was  said  to  be 
good  "for  Colic  ill  Horses. " 

Tlii^  "soothing  balm"  was  analyzed  by  the  government 
chemists  and  found  to  consist  of  campliur  and  oleoresin  of 
capsicum  dissolved  in  alcohol  and  containing  a  trace  of  sas- 
safras oil  and  water.  The  label  declared  the  presence  of  93 
per  cent,  of  alcohol,  which  was  found  to  be  incorrect.  For 
this  reason,  and— the  Supreme  Court  not  having  emasculated 
the  act  at  the  time  this  prosecution  was  instituted — also 
because  the  therapeutic  claims  were  utterly  false,  the  stuff 
wa-(  declared  niisbranded.  The  Brant  concern  pleaded  nolo 
contendere  and  was  fined  ?10.     [Volice  of  Judgment  No.  777.] 
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Tilden'a  Febrisol 
The  Tilden  Company,  New  Lebanon,  N.  Y.,  some  other  of 
■whose  products  have  previously  been  the  subject  of  comment 
in  The  Journal,  put  on  the  market  the  preparation  Febrisol. 
It  was  solil  as  an  '"Analgesic.  Antalgic  and  Antipyretic." 
When  analyzed  by  the  Buienu  of  Chemistry,  Febrisol  was 
fonnd  to  contain,  besides  certain  unidentified  drugs; 
Alcohol  Acetfbcnctlilla 

AcctanllM  HaM 

filyieriD  CalTcin 

The  proportion  of  alcohol,  acetphenetidin  and  acetanilid  be- 
ing misstated  on  the  label,  the  preparation  wan  declared  mis- 
branded.  The  company,  tbroiigb  S.  J.  Tilden,  its  president, 
pleaded  guilty  and  was  lined  $150.     [Notioe  of  Judgment  Xo. 

Dr.  Don's  Kola 
This  product,  which  was  sold  as  a  flavoring  extract  for  "soft 
drinks/'  was  shipped  by  the  Warner -Jenkinson  Company  of 
St.  Louia  from  Missouri  to  Jliehigan.  When  analyzed  by  the 
Government  chemiEta,  the  product  was  found  to  he  a  syrupy 
liquid  consisting  essentially  of  cocain,  caffein,  phosphoric  acid, 
sngar,  flavoring  and  coloring  agents,  and  water.  It  contained 
no  substance  derived  from  the  cola  nut  or  cola  plant.  In  view 
of  the  fact  that  it  contained  cocain,  a  dangerous  drug,  the 
atulT  was  declared  adulterated  and,  inasmuch  as  it  contained 
no  product  of  the  cola  nut.  it  was  further  declared  mis- 
branded.  The  defendant  entered  a  plea  of  guilty  and  %  fine 
was  imposed. — [Tiotice  of  Judgment,  No.  78i.] 

Anadol* 

This  product  was  put  out  by  C  fi   Wheeler  of  Chicago   who 

does  business  under  the  name  of  the  Wheeler  Chemical  Works 

Anadol     was  said   to  be  useful   in  neuralgia    typhoid  fever 

headache   etc     The  label  also  bore  the  following  statement 

It  reduces  temprrature  and  relieves  pain  without  subsequent  111 
effects  nose — Ihrep  oi  ten  graLuB  0  one  or  two  tablets  Can  be 
safelj'  uB  d  In  From  tAcnCy  to  sixty  erains  during  24  hour 

inadol  lias  analyzed  at  the  Bureau  of  Cherai«trv  and  the 
chemists  reported  that  it  contained  o\er  S2  per  cent  of  ace 
tanilid  ^s  the  labels  did  not  bear  any  statement  as  to  the 
quantity  of  ocetanilid  contained  m  the  nosttum  the  stuff  was 
declared  miabranded  and  tl  e  defendant  on  pleading  guilty 
was  fined — ['Vodce  of  Judgment    \o   "J5  ] 

Butwells  Instantaneous  Headache  Cachets 
This   headache   remedy  made   by   the  Willis   H.   Lowe   Co., 

Boston,  was  sold  under  the  following  claims: 

"Tbey  are   s   sp»«dy,   certala   and  sate  remedy  for  HeHdacbes  o( 

all  origin  whether  Sick,  Biiloua,  Nervous  or  nyatcrlcal     .     .     ." 

*  Tills  daugemuB  drug  was  eiuosed  by  tbe  American  Medical 
AsBOclallon  In  The  Journal,  May  21.  ISIO. 
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The  product  was  analyzed  hy  tlie  gOTemment  chemist  and 
found  to  coiisiat  ot  caffein,  acetanilid  and  lodium  bicarbonate. 
Ai  this  mixture  is  not  a  speedy  and  certain  remedy  for  head- 
aches of  all  origiil,  and,  as  it  contained  a  large  amount  of 
aeetanilid  it  was  not  a  "safe"  remedy,  and,  further,  aa  the 
quantity  or  proportion  of  acetanilid  present  was  not  stated 
on  the  label,  the  product  was  declared  niebranded.  The 
defendant  pleaded  guilty  and  was  fined. — [Hotice  of  Judgment, 
Ho.  820.] 

Hixet'a  Cancer  and  Scrofula  Syrup  * 

Charles  W.  Mixer,  of  Hastings,  Mich.,  who  did  busineas 
under  the  name  of  Ore.  Mixer  (although  he  was  not  a  physi- 
cian), shipped  out  of  the  state  a  quantity  of  a  drug  product 
consisting  of  seven  packages  constituting  an  alleged  treatment 


for  the   cure   of  cancer.     The   packages   1 

"Htier's  Caqcer  and  Scrofula  Symp." 

"No.  1  Wash." 

"No.  1  Alterative." 

"Cancec  Reducer." 

"Cancer  Paste." 

"Cancer  SalTe." 

"CIcanoIne  Soap  Powder." 

With  these  products  there  was  a  pam- 
phlet entitled  The  Truth,  in  which 
there  were  numerous  statements  regard- 
ing the  curative  value  of  the  so-called 
treatment.  The  labels  on  the  packages 
also  bore  statements  regarding  the  sup- 
'poaed  virtues  of  the  nostrums  contained 
therein.  The  various  preparations  were 
analysed  by  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry 
with   the  following  result; 

Mlxer'e  Cancfr  and  Ecrofula  Syrup 


1  labeled  respec- 

Theamil  aloiy  of 


nlng  potasslam 


lodld,  a  small  amount  ol  vceelable  ingicdfeut,  i _   ^_ 

rlUa,  about  6  per  nnt-  alcohal  nod  Savored  wltb  Dietliyl  aallcylatc. 

Wo.  1  wash:    This  was  an  ordinary  saEution  of  hydroeen  peroild 

Ho.  1  AlteraU'^e:  Thla  wns  a  mlilure  ol  nicohol  aud  water,  con. 
talniog  a  large  aaiouDt  at  glycerin  and  a  small  amount  ot  vegetable 
matter  similar  to  gehtlan. 

cancer  fiedufer;  A  strong  alcoholic  solatlon  o(  eamphorQcoous 
oils  with  couslderable  glycerin. 

Cancer  Paeie:  Vaseline  wltb  a  large  amount  of  ground  flaiaeed 
and  campboraceoue  olla  and  a  substance  resembling  byoscyam us  or 

Cancer  Salve:   Thla  was  merely  vaEellne, 

Cleanolne  Eoap  PoKder:  A  pondered  soap  with  borax  and  thymol. 
Some  of  the  cruelly  false  claims  made  by  this  quack  for  his 
nostrum  were; 


"Give 


safe,  speedy  and  c 


y  year  who  would  surely 
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r  hnve  been  perfectly  cured  by 
nil   cnsoe   wbo  have  taken   our 

These  various  falsehotxis  were  in  themselves  sufficient  to 
cause  the  authorities  to  declare  the  stuff  misbraDded.  Added 
to  this  was  the  fact  that  the  nmount  of  alcohol  in  the  so-called 
"chancer  reducer"  was  not  declared.  Mixer  pleaded  guilty  and 
a  fine  was  imposed. — [Notice  of  Judgment,  No.  797.] 

Londonderry  Litbia  Water 

This  product  was  sent  out  by  the  Londouderry  Lithia  Spring 
Water  Company,  Nasliua,  N,  It.,  anil  iios  recommended  "for 
r.lieumatism,  Neuralgia,  Djspepsia,  Eczema,  Malarial  Poison' 
ing.  Gout,  Gravel,  Briglit's  Disease,  Diabetes,  Dropsy  and  alt 
diseases  of  the  Kidneys  and  Bladder."  .While  labeled  a.  "lithiri 
water,"  the  government  chemists  found  it  to  contain  "only  a 
faint  spectroscopic  trace,  insulTicient  to  give  a  therapeutic 
action  of  lithia  when  a  reasonahle  quantity  of  the  water  was 
ronaumed."  Tlie  nttorneys  for  the  government  claimed  that 
the  product  ivas  mishranded  in  that,  while  it  was  sold  as  a 
"lithia  water"  it  "did  not  contain  any  appreciable  amount  of 
lithium  and  was  not  a  lithia  water.' 

The  government  cliemists  found  that  the  amount  of  lithium 
in  4  quarts  of  this  water  was  so  small  as  to  be  unweighable. 
As  chemical  balances  will  register  weights  as  small  as  1/1200 
of  a  grain,  there  was  evidently  less  than  that  amount  of 
lithtum  in  4  quarts.  The  average  therapeutic  dose  of  the  salt 
of  lithium  said  to  be  in  this  water  is  C  grains.  A  person 
who  wished  to  get  one  average  dose  of  lithium,  therefore, 
would  have  to  consume,  at  the  very  lowest  estimate,  more 
than  225  barrels  of  Londonderry  litliia  water. 

The  government  analysts  also  found  in  some  of  the  sampler 
examined  that  sodium  ehlorid  (common  salt)  and  sodium 
bicarbonate  had  been  added  to  the  water.  As  tha  presence  of 
neither  of  these  added  substances  was  mentioned  on  the  label 
and  as  the  purchaser  would  believe  that  lie  was  getting  a 
natural  water,  the  addition  of  these  two  substances  was 
deemed  misbranding.  The  product  was  condemned  and  for- 
feited and  the  United  Rtntes  marshal  was  ordered  to  destroy 
It.  Tlie  cost  ol  the  proceedings  was  assessed  on  the  company. 
[l/otice  of  Judgment  Ko.  822.] 

Eickapoo  Cough  Cure 
This  nostrum  was  shipped  in  interstate  commerce  by  tht 
Kickapoo  Indian  Medicine  Co.,  Clintonville,  Conn.  Samples  of 
the  shipment  were  analyzed  by  the  government  chemists  and 
found  to  be  a  "solution  of  sugar,  glycerin,  vegetable  extrac. 
tive,  aromatic  bodies,  inorganic  salts  and  undetermined  mat- 
ter" in  water  and  alcohol.  The  stuff  was  declared  misbranded. 
ftrst,   because   although   it  contained   a  certain   percentage   of 


.oiwlc 
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alcobol,  the  packiige  or  bottle  failed  to  bear  a  statement  on 
the  label  to  that  effect;  second,  in  that  while  it  wha  labeled 
a  "cough  cure,"  it  wu  not  a  cough  cure,  and,  third,  in  that 
while  it  was  claimed  to  poaaess  properties  recognized  by  the 
medical  profesBion  as  necessary  to  the  proper  treatment  of 
diseases  of  tlie  lungs,  it  did  not,  in  fact.  poesesB  such  proper- 
ties. ■  A  fine  of  (26.00  and  ooata  was  imposed.  [Notice  of 
Judgment  No.  826.] 

California  Waters  of  Life 

This  impudent  fake  was  nhown  up  bj  Mr.  Adams  in  the 
"Great  American  Fraud."  After  a  period  of  retirement  it  is, 
apparently,  again  being  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
gullible.  Several  hundred  bottles  of  this  stuff  vere  shipped 
by  N.  C,  and  E.  J.  Foster  of  La  Pressa,  Cal.,  to  Tennessee. 
The  labels  bore  the  following  statementa: 

■'on 

Bweet  ..        ^  .  „  ... „.,__...     

BalubrlouB  spot  on  parth.  Juet  na  It  Sows  from  nature's  laboratoiy. 
I'amouH  (or  Its  mlraculoua  power  to  destroy  dLseaseg  and  actuallj 
rejuveaatea  humanity  br  dissolving  and  evacuating  calcareous  old  age 
matter  and  inlcrotes.  Tbe  worst  loim  ot  kidney,  stomacli,  blood 
and  Bkln  diseasea  yield  to  ita  marvelous  power.  Cures  rbemastlgm, 
Bilgbt's  dlBease.  diabetes,  gallstones,  acute  dyspepala.  losomnla,  and 
gives  new  lite,.  Makes  lite  bluod  pure  and  postpones  old  age.  No 
otbcr  water  performs  sueh  woaderful  cures.  Requires  leas  tban 
one-hall  the  amauut  ot  other  medlelnsi  waters  to  derive  tbe  desired 
results.  Some  pbvskians  have  requested  tbat  the  precipitation,  If 
any  occurs,  be  saved  tor  their  own  use  aa  it  la  pronounced  by  chem- 
ists to  be  Iron  and  silica  and  in  no  manner  Is  tbe  value  of  the  water 

Samples  of  the  product  were  analyzed  'by  the  government 
chemists  and  the  "California  Waters  of  Life"  was  found  to 
contain  no  ingredients  beyond  those  found  in  ordinary  spring 
water.  The  government  attorneys  insisted  that  the  stuff 
waa  misbranded  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  the  courts, 
of  course,  upheld  their  contention.  [Notice  of  Judgment 
No.  8S0.'i 

"Temperine,"  "Doctor  Fiiz,"  and  "Cream  Ale" 

These  three  products  were  alleged  to  be  temperance  drinks 
and  were  shipped  from  Padueah,  Ky.,  to  Tennessee  by  one 
H.  Friedman,  who  does  business  as  A.  M.  Laevison  &  Co. 
These  products  were  labeled  respectively: 

"Drink  I.seviaon'B  Temperine  Spectal  Brew.  The  great  Temperance 
Drink  ;  Guaranteed  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  non-1  DtoxlcatiDB. 
A.  M.  Laevison  *  Co.,  Padueah;  Ky." 

■'The  Great  Temperance  Beer,  Laeviaon's  Original  Doctor  Fill 
Special  Brew;  Quarantecd  by  A.  M.  Laevison  &  Co.,  Paducab,  Ky,, 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  June  30,  1006." 

"The  Great  Temperance  Beer,  Laevison'a  Original  Cream  Ale  Spe- 
cial Brew ;  Guaranteed  by  A,  M,  Laevison  &  Co.,  Paducab,  Ky., 
under  tbe  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  June  30.  1006." 

Samples  were  analyzed  in  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry  and  each 
was  found  to  contain  approximately  4  per  cent,  of  alcohol. 
As  ordinary  beer  contains  about  the  same  amount  of  alcohol, 
the  government  officials  declared  these  "temperance"  drinks 
misbranded.     In  the  case  of  the  "Cream  Ale"  it  was  declared 
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to  be  not  onl;  miBbranded  but  adulterated  in  that  termented 
beer  liad  been  Bub«titut«d  in  part  for  tile  "cream  ale."  The 
defendant  pleaded  not  guilt]'  to  the  charges,  but  thejurj  dia- 
Bgreed   with   him   and  he   was  fined  $G0  and  costs.     [VolUa 

of  Judgment  No.  8Si.'] 

HaiT'a  Asthma  Cui« 
This  nostrum  was  shipped  by  Margaretta  E.  Cochran,  aod 
Weatanna  McClelland — ^who  are  known  to  the  public  as  Dr. 
B.  W.  Hair — and  by  Robert  Cochran,  their  agent  and  manager 
from  their  headquarters  at  Hamilton,  0.,  to  the  District  of 
Columbia.  It  was  labeled  and  Bold  as  a  cure  for  aathma. 
Analyzed  by  government  chemists,  it  was  found  to  contain : 
Alcohol  Ql;cerin 

PolaBBlam  lodld  Water 

As  Biich  a  mixture  ia  not  a  cure  for  asthma,  tlie  product 
\ins  declared  misbranded.  A  plea  of  guilty  was  entered  and 
a  Gne  Imposed.     [Notice  of  Judgment  No.  837.] 

Bninuer's   Greaseless   Perosid    Cieam 

John   Brunner   and   Fred   T.   Barrett,   who   do   business   as 

the  Peroxid  Specialty  Co.,  ebipped  from  their  headquarters  at 

Cincinnati,  0.,  into  Indiana,  a  drug  product  labeled  in  part  as 

follows: 

"BrunEcr'a  Greaaeleaa  Peroiid  Cream." 
■■An  Ideal  bleach  for  the  skla." 

lite  skin  and  a  cam- 


e  beneficial  to  the  skin  where  b'. 
ImpLiritiea  eilst  than  peroxid  of  hydrogen." 

"Only  the  purest  and  best  of  this  product  IS  used  In  making  Brun- 
ner's  Perojld  Cream." 

The  stuif  was  analyzed  by  the  government  chemists  and 
While,  borax,  glycerin  and  spermaceti  were  found,  no  peroxid 
could  be  discovered.  As  the  purehaser  would  doubtless  believe 
that  in  purchasing  "peroxid  cream"  he  was  getting  something 
containing  peroxid  of  hydrogen,  the  absence  of  .this  substance 
from  Brunner's  preparation  was  deemed  misbranding.  A  plea 
of  guilty  was  entered  and  a  fine  imposed.  [Notiee  of  Judg- 
ment No.  8i0. 

Gennan    Seidliti   Salts 

This  stuff  was  made  by  the  American  Granule  and  Tablet 
Co.  of  Cincinnati,  0.,  and  was  sold  under  the  following 
claims : 

"Promotes  lonttevilr,  strengthens  the  nerves,  cures  headache  afttT 
0  ver-ln  d  u  Igenco. " 

"Purifies  and  decarbonizes  the  blood," 

"Cures  chronic  and  sick  headache." 

"Genuine  Seldllts  must  not  he  c      ' 

"The   salt  la   the   aame   as  the 


le  attained  bj  taking  ai 


,l)Oglf 
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When  anal^-zed  by  the  government  chemists,  the  product 
was  found  to  contain  the  following  composition: 

Culpbar  trioild    41.49 

MsKDCilUm  Olid 21.18 

Water 3T.22 

At  the  tat>el  and  the  HtatementsMm  the  label  were  evidently 
intended  to  give  the  impreasion  that  this  drug  was  of  German 
origin  and  was  derived  from  the.Seidlitz  Springs  in  Bohemia, 
it  was  declared  misbranded  for,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was 
manufactured  in  Cincinnati.  The  falseness  of  the  therapeutic 
claims  also  constituted  misbranding.  The  ilefendant  pleaded 
guilty  and  was  fined.     INolioe  of  Judgment  So,  SiS.} 

Egyptian  Deodoriiei  and  Germ  Killer 
This  was  aoiij  by  the  Paul  Manufacturing  Co.,  of  Boattm, 
Mass.,  as  a  "perfect  fumigator  and  destroyer  of  disease 
germs."  When  analyzed  it  was  found  to  consist  of  wood, 
apparently  cednr,  perfumed  witli  essential  oils.  Experiment 
showed  that  the  burning  of  tliia  "germ  killer"  in  a  small, 
closed  room  did  not  kill  germs  after  four  hours  exposure.  The 
stuff  was  (declared  misbranded  end  a  fine  imposed.  INotioe 
of  Judgment  No.  856.] 

Painease 

The  Jordan  Company,  which  is  the  style*  under  which  Louis 

W.  Jordan  does  business  in  Boston,  sold  a  product  called 

Pain  ease.      Some    of    the    virtues    assigned    to    this    nostrum 

"ptops  all  pain  suob  as  rbeamntlsm.  neuralgia,  periodicals,  back- 
flcbe.  bradacbe,  etc.,   in   tact   It  Ib   for   achea  and   pains  of  ever; 

"It  la  a  sure  and  very  effective  remedy  tor  eicesslve  diBslpation  of 

"Contains  no  poisonous  drug  or  opiate  of  any  nature." 

As  this  nostrum  would  not  stop  all  pains  and  as  it  was'turt 

a  sure,  safe  and  effective  remedy  for  excessive  dissipation  of 

any  kind   and   as,  further,  it   did   contain   a   poisonous  drug. 

namely,  acetanilid    (5  grains  in  each  powder},  Palnease  was 
'  declared  misbranded.     The   defendant  pleaded   guilty,   [flotict 

of  Judgment  No.  SGO.'\ 

Phillips'  Face  Lotion 

Phillips'  Face  Lotion  was  shipped  by  the  Phillips  Medical 
Company,  Omaha,  Neb.,  into  Colorado.  It  was  labeled  in  part 
as  follows: 

"A  radical  cure  tor  any  or  all  diseases  ol  the  akin," 

"Restores  It  to  Its  natural  condition." 

"Imparts  a  fecllne  oC  Ircsbncss," 

■■Cures  Pimples,  Blacbheads,  Barber's  Itch.  Gczema  and  any  Itch 
Ing  or  burning  of  tbe  Skin." 

Analysis  showed  it  to  contain: 


Methyl  (wood) 
^  liyl  (gi    ■ 


Ethyl  (grain)  alcohol...   38..'jfl  per 

Ash   COS  per 

Kesins.  etc I.IT  per 


,CJi,)b^lL' 
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The  claims  for  curative  effecta  made  for  this  preparation 
being  falsehoods  and  the  fact  that  the  amount  of  alcohol  it 
contained  was  not  correctl;  given  on  the  label,  caused  the 
government  officials  to  declare  it  minbranded.  Under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  as  it  now  stands,  unfortunately,  no 
c<^niinnre  can  be  taken  of.  the  fact  that  this  preparation 
contained  so  dangerous  a  product  as  wood  alcohol.  A  plea 
of  guilty  was  entered  and  a  fine  imposed.  INotiee  of  Judg- 
nient  So.  SeS.] 

H.  H.  H.  Medicine 

"D.  Dodge  TomlinBon'a  Celebrated  H.  H.  H.  Medicine"  was 
the  name  of  a  nostrum  shipped  from  Philadelphia  into  the 
District  of  Colombia.  The  number  of  diseaaea  that  this  "cel- 
ebrated" medicine  was  said  to  cure  was  remark&ble.  Not 
only  would  sprains,  bruises,  headache,  toothache,  rheumatiam, 
neuralgia,  sore  throat,  cholera  morbus  and  cramps  yield  to 
its  power,  but  spavins,  windgalls,  sweeny,  contracted  hoof, 
ringbone  and  potl-evil  would  disappear  lilce  magic.  Analyzed 
by  the  government  chemists,  the  product  was  found  to  be  "a, 
dark-colored  liquid  containing  52.30  per  cent,  of  alcohol  by 
volume,  free  ammonia,  ammonium  salts,  camphor,  aalicylic 
ncid,  iodin  in  combination,  soap  and  alkaloid-bearing  drug 
extractives  resembling  cincliona,  volatile  oils  and  water." 

The  labels  on  the  bottles  of  this  stuff  stated  that  it  con- 
tained 08  per  cent,  of  alcohol;  in  the  circulars  that  accom- 
panied it,  it  was  said  to  contain  67  per  cent,  of  alcohol;  as 
a  matter  of  fact  it  contained  only  52.30  per  cent,  of  alcohol. 
According  to  the  label,  also,  "it  is  entirely  vegetable";  accord- 
ing to  the  government  analysis,  it  is  not. 

As  the  claims  for  therapeutic  effects  were  false  and  tlic 
claims  for  the  composition  also  were  false,  "D.  Dodge  Tom- 
linson's  Celebrated  H.  II.  IT.  Medicine"  was  declared  mis- 
branded.  A  plea  of  guilty  was  entered  and  a  fine  imposed. — 
[Notice  of  Judgment  A'o.  863.] 

Munyon's  Remedy 
Every  reader  of  newspapers  knows  of  Munyon — of  the 
pompadour  and  uplifted  linger.  For  years  this  quack  has 
been  humbugging  the  public  but  Nemesis  in  the  form  of 
the  Bureau  of  Chemistry  finally  overtook  liim.  Some  time  ago 
Munvon's  Homeopathic  Home  Remedy  Com- 
pany shipped  at  dilTerent  times  two  consign- 
ments of  its  nostrums.  The  (Irst  consign- 
ment was  labeled  "Munyon's  Asthma  Cure," 
wiiich  was  said  to  "permanently  cure  asthma." 
The  government  chemists  analyzed  this  "cure" 
mid  found  it  to  consist  of  sugar  and  alcohol. 
The  second  ciinHi-iunient  contained  two  prep- 
rations,  one  of  which  was  labeled  "Munyon's  Special  Lhguid 
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Blooil  Cure,   l*rici-  42.00."    Some  of  tbe  ciaimii  made  for  this 


"Eradicates  Sypbllli  and  Scrotula  Irom  tbe  Blood,  and  acts  aa  a 

lonle  to  (he  general  ajBlem, 

"It  cam  i^nlargrd  tonslU  or  glands,  ulcers  and  all  forma  of  sores 
and  eruption  a. 

"It  curea  SyphLlltIc  Diseases  of  the  Baoes,  syphilitic  ulcers, 
srpbllltlc  and  Bcrofulltlc  sfcln  diseases,  rcmoTes  all  Impurities  trom 
the  blood,  aud  toriEB  up  tbe  wbole  Bjstem," 

TliiB  was  analyzed  in  the  Eureau  of  ChemEstry  and  found  to 
eontain  a  trace  of  corrosive  sublimate,  the  balance  being  nbout 
equal  parts  of  potassium  iodid  and  milk  sugar. 

Tlie  oilier  preparation  In  tbe  same  consignment  with  "MuD- 
yon's  Special  Liquid  Blood  Cure"  was  "Munyon's  Blood  Cure." 
The  claima  for  the'  latter  were: 

"MuDfOD's  Blood  Cure  will  positively  cure  all  forms  ot  ScrofDla. 
Erysipelas.  Salt  Sheuoi.  Eczema,  Pimples,  Sypbllltlc  Affections. 
Mercurial    Taints,    Blotches,   Liver   Spots,  Tetter   and   all   skin  dls- 

It  would  also  do  several  other  tliings^according  to  Mun- 
yon.  Analysed  by  the  government  chemists  tbia  marvelous 
remedy  was  found  to  consist  of  sugarl  All  of  these  prepara- 
tions were"  declared  misbranded  because  of  the  false  therapeu- 
tic claims  made  for  them,  for  at  the  time  this  case  was  before 
the  courts  the  Supreme  Court  had  not  emasculated  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act.  In  other  words,  Munyon  was  charged  with 
lying  about  bis  sugar  pills  and  similar  nostrums.  He  pleaded 
guilty  and  was  fined  $200  in  each  of  the  three  cases. — \Notux 
of  Judgment,  tfo.  87^.] 

Quinin  Whiskey 

Tbe  Quinin  Whiskey  Company,  Louisville,  Ky.,  shipped  in 
interstate  commerce  some  of  its  product  "Quinin  Whiske}'," 
In  addition  to  claiming  certain  medicinal  properties  for  this 
preparation,  the  label  bore  tbe  following  statement: 

"Alcoholic  Btrenglh  85  per  cent.  Quinin  1%  grains  per  ounce. 
Gunranleed  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act."  etc. 

Analyzed  by  tbe  chemists  ab  Washington,  it  was  found  to 
contain  only  42  per  cent,  of  alcohol  instead  of  S5  as  stated  on 
the  label  and  instead  of  having  l'^  grains  of  quinin  to  tbe 
ounce  it  contained  only  1/75  of  a  grain.  Naturally  the  stuff 
was  declared  misbranded.  Tlic  defendant  pleaded  guilty  and 
was  fined  $25  and  coats. —  [A'ofice  of  Judgment,  No.  885.] 

Indian  Tar  Balsam 

John  R.  Hurtt  iind  Thomas  D.  Ilurtt  of  Baltimore,  who  did 
business  under  the  name  Indian  Tar  Balsam  Company,  shipped 
some  of  their  product  into  the  District  ot  Columbia.  It  was 
said  to  be: 

for   the  euro   of  coughs,    colds,   sore 
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Stange's  Genuine  Antiapasmodic  or  Ciamp  Drops 

TliiB  noatrum  was  made  by  E  J  and  Minnie  Abel  of  Chi- 
cago and  tl  e  labels  purportid  tliat  the  article  was  a  cure  for 
spasms  cramps  vertigo  pressure  on  tlie  heart  and  other 
tilings  Analjsis  shoned  it  to  contain  alcohol,  ether  and  oil 
of  peppermint  As  such  i  mixture  would  not  cure  the  various 
disorders  mentioned  on  the  lahd  and  as  no  statement  regard- 
ing the  amount  of  alcohol  ind  ether  appeared  on  the  bottle  the 
nostrum  was  declared  misbranded  The  Abels  pleaded  guilty 
and  were  fined  $2o  and  costs — [Aolice  of  Judgment,  No.  OOS-t 

Bradbury's  Capi-Cuta 

Bradbury's  Capi-Cora  was  a  so-called  lieadache  cure  sold' 
by  James  J.  Cramer  who  did  business  as  the  Cramer  Drug 
Company  of  Boston.  The  preparation  was  of  the  usual  acet- 
anilld  type  but  contained  no  statement  on  the  label  indicating 
the  presence  of  this  dangerous  drug.  It  was  therefore  declared 
misbranded  and  on  Cramer's  pleading  guilty  a  fine  of  $25  was 
imposed.— [Sofice  of  Judgment,  No.  906.} 

Infallible  Headache  Tablet 
This  was  another  acetanilid  product  and  was  made  by  the 
Infallible  Headache  Co.,  Columbia  Cross  Roads,  Pa.  It  was 
said  to  be  an  infallible  cxire  for  a  number  of  conditions  for 
which  it  was  not  a  cure  and  it  was  furtlier  claimed  "neither 
will  they  cause  heart  failure."  On  both  counts  they  were 
declared  misbranded.  The  defendant  pleaded  guilty  and  paid 
a  fine  of  $25  and  costs .^[A"o( ice  of  Judgment,  No.  919.'\ 

Nyal's  Headache  Wafers 

This   is.  another   nostrum    of   Frederick   Stearns   &  Co.   of 

Detroit.     Each  of  these  "headache  wafers"  contains  4  grains 

of  acetanilid  and  1  grain  of  caffein  alkaloid.  In  spite  of  the 
presence  of  these  powerful  drugs,  the  label  stated: 

"It  Oore  not  produce  any  bad  after  eSecIs  nor  dies  tbe  system 
become  habltnaled  to  Its  use  so  as  to  produce  a  noilois  drug  habit." 

The  stuff  was  declared  misbranded  first,  because  the  word 
Xynl   was   fictitious;   second,   in   that   it  was  not  a   cure   for 

, c„„ 
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headache;  tliird.  because  it  woiilil  proiiuce  bad  after  effects, 
and  fourtli,  beoaiiRe  it  woiilit  also  produee  a  noxious  drug 
habit.  Wayland  Steams,  second  vice-president  of  Frederick 
Stearns  A  Co..  entered  a  plea  of  nolo  contendere  and  was  fined 

52.— [S'ofice  of  Judgment,  Xo.  D08.] 
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Nichols'  Compo     d  E  1     C    dull 


Kola  Nut 40  grains. 

Coca  leaves   40  grains. 

Blrycbnln    1/50  groin. 

Alcohol   20  per  cent 

Cocaln.  la  cacb  ounce 0.2 

The  product  was  declared  misbranded  because,  while  it  wa^ 
labeled  "Kichols'  Compound  Kola  Cordial,"  it  was  not  man' 
ufnctured  by  Nichols  and  it  was  not  kola;  further  it  did  not 
contain  20  per  cent,  alcohol  and  neither  did  it  contain  the 
proportion  and  amounts  of  cocain,  kola  nut,  eoca  leaves  or 
strj-clmin,  which  the  label  represented  it  to  contain.  The 
company  first  pleaded  not  guilty  but  Inter  changed  its  mind, 
and  was  fined  $25.— [A" o (ice  of  Judgment,  A'o.  909.J 

I L.v)i,>'^lc 
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Harris'  Litbia  Water 

"Nature's    Remedy — Harris'    Lithia    Water,    for    the    liver, 

kidneys,  stotnacli  and  tbe  bladder,  and  all  aftections  attendant 

on  a  uric  acid  condition"  nas  ofTered  for  sale  in  the  District 

of  Columbia.     Jlie  label  stated  tliat: 

"ThiB  wal^r  U  unequalled  for  tbe  cnre  of  rheumallEm,  gout,  coa- 
etlpHtloa,  all  foims  of  dyspepsin.  stone  !□  tbe  bladder,  calarili  of  tbe 
stomach,  Brlghfs  disenBe,"  etc 

The  label  also  bore  what  purported  to  be  a  certified  anal- 
ysis in  wbtcb  the  statement  appeared  that  the  water  contained 
2.86  grains   of  lithium  bicarbonate  to  tbe  gallon.     The  anal- 
ysts in  the  Bureau  of  Chemis- 
try found,  however,  that  Har- 
ris'    Litliia     Water     contained 
only  about  1/830  grain  of  lith- 
ium to  each  gallon.     Tbe  prod- 
uct   was    declared    mlsbraiided 
because    it    was    not    a    litliia 
water  and  did  not  contain  tbu 
amount  of  litbium  bicarbonate 
■n   on   the  label.     The  con- 
I  signee.  Thomas  H.  Atkinson,  of 
I  Washington,    D.    C,    admitted 
I  the  charges  brought  by  the  gov- 
nent.      The    court    decided 
that  the  bottles  of  water  might 
b         t     n  d  t     Atk    son   after   he   had  paid   the  cost  of  the 
p  d  ng         did  given  bond  that  the  water  should  not  be 

old  d  p  d  f  ontrary  to  taw.— [A'oficf  of  Judgment, 
^      0      1 

Chandler's  Headache  ButtoDs 
Ar.other  typical  heaiJacbe  mixture,  eacb  "button"  con- 
taining 3!^  grains  of  acetanilid  as  welt  as  calTein.  The  label 
stated  that  it  would  cure  rheumatism  nervous  headache 
neuralg  a  and  other  tl  gs  n  filteen  n  nutes  Tl  of 
CO  rse  was  an  unt  th  and  tl  e  stuff  as  declared  m  sb  anded 
Tl  e  CI  andler  Med  c  ne  Co  upanj  of  it  Lo  s  wlodslrbuted 
th  s  stuff  plea  led  g  Iti  and  was  fined  $10  a  d  costa 
[\ottce  of  Judgme  t    ^o   JSI  ] 

Vani  Kola  Compound  Syrup 

Tl  s  was  1.  soft  d  nk  preparat  on  n  ade  by  tl  e  %  an  Kola 
Company  ot  Canton  Oh  o  Analys  s  d  sclosed  the  presence 
of  oca  n  and  caffe  n  and  tie  prod  ct  was  tl  erefore  deemed 
adulte  ated  n  tl  at  t  conta  ned  deleter  ous  ngred  ents  It 
was  a1  o  declared  m  sbranded  be  ause  tie  qu  nt  t  or  pro 
port  on  of  coca  n    vas  not  g    e     on  tl  e  label      Tl  e     o    pany 

as  fined  $"5  and  co  ta  after  e  te  g  a  plea  of  nolo  co  ten 
Jere      [Aottce  of  J  dgme  t   io   93S-\ 


Dt.  Eldeia'  Celebrated  Tobacco  Specific 

II.  \V.  EWera  of  St.  Josepli,  Mo.,  sliipped  into  tlie  state  ol 
Michigan  a  quantity  of  a  dnig  preparation  having  the  name 
given  above  and  under  claims  tiiat  were  in  part  aa  follows; 

'■Cures    Smohlng,    Chewlne. 

ClKaretto    and    Snuff    DlpplDg 

Ilabita  In  tliree  to  Bvc  days." 

"It  ia  as  Certain  In  Its  Cute 

to  all." 

"Oldest.      Cbeapest.      Best. 
Tbousands  bo  testify." 

"A     positive    eure     tor    the 
'Tolrticco  Heart'," 

"ContalQB  no  Injurious  drugs 
or  Ingredients." 

Analysis  by  the  govern- 
ment rhemista  showed  that 
tlie  tab) eta  consiated  eaaen- 
^  tially  of  cocain  and  cocain 
derivativea,  strychnin  and 
cinchona  alkalojda.  Tlie  co- 
cain,  strychnin  and  cinchon]i 
alkaloids  amounted  to  about 
3/10  of  I  per  cent.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  tablets  con- 
sisted of  sugar  and  starch 
with  a  small  amount  of  gin- 
ger, the  whole  being  flavored 
with  artificial  oil  of  winter- 
green,  Aa  the  tablets  were 
not  a  specific  for  the  tobacco 
habit  and  as  it  did  contain 
'"injurious  drugs  or  ingredi- 
raiobranded  Eldera  pleaded 
,s  [Police  of  Judgment,  yo. 
VSV  J 

Sabioe's  Blackberry  Sootbing  Drops 
A  preparation  of  this  name  was  shipped  hy  tlie  A.  J. 
Lemke  Medicine  Company  of  Milwaukee  into  another  state- 
It  was  libeled  as  a  cure'  for  diarrhea,  djsenteri  colic  and 
cramps  and  pain  in  the  stomach  and  waa  recommended  for 
summer  complaint '  and  teething  children  Analyzed  by  the 
government  cliemista  it  was  found  to  contain  nearlj  10  per 
cent  of  alcohol  with  glycerin  sugar  and  oil  of  cassia.  The 
nostrum  ivas  declared  misbranded  because  of  the  falsity  of 
the  therapeutic  claims  and  because  the  proportion  of  alcohol 
wa^  not  giien  The  defendant  pleaded  giiiltj  and  was  fined 
$10      [^Qt^ce  of  Judgment,  No  033i 

White's  Headease 
0.  P.  Wliite  of  Rusk,  Texas,  made  and  sold  a  liquid  "head- 
ache   cure"    which    contained    acetanilid,   alcoiiol    and    eaffein. 


MISBltlNDED     DHVQS     ASD     FOODS  565 

According  to  the  label,  it  "contains  no  .  .  .  enslaving  drugs." 
The  jury  before  whom  the  case  was  tried  agreed  witli  tlie 
Department  of  Agriculture  that  acetanilid  and  caSein  are 
enslaving  drugs  and  the  product  was  therefore  miebranded. 
White  was  fined  $26.     [Notice  of  Judgment,  Xo.  9il.} 

Smith's  Quininets 
Smith's  Quinineta  were  sold  bj  C.  E.  Rupert  Smith  of 
Philadelphia.  It  was  labeled  as  "a  sure  cure  and  preventive" 
for  a  long  list  of  ailments,  although  analysis  showed  it  to 
consist  essentially  of  a  mixture  of  quinin  and  acetanilid. 
The  product  was  declared  misbranded  because  of  the  falae 
therapeutic  claims.  Smith  pleaded  guilty  and  was  fined  $5. 
INotice  of  Judgment,  No.  965.] 

Buckhead  Lithia  Watei 

This  water  shipped  by  the  Buckhead  Springs  Company  of 
Buckhead,  Virginia,  was  another  lithia  water  that  did  not 
contain  any  measurable  quantity  of  lithia.  It  was  declared 
misbranded  and  as  no  one  appeared  to  claim  it,  the  courts 
OTderad  its  destruction.    [Notice  of  Judgment,  No.  S6S.] 

Walker's  Tonic 

Walker's  Tonic  Company  and  Sam  Drey  fuss,  both  of 
Paducah,  Ky,,  shipped  a  consignment  of  this  preparation  to 
Tennessee.  It  was  sold  as  a  "brain  food,"  "heart  tonic," 
"stomachic"  and  "liver  regulator,"  and  was  a  nostrum  of  the 
cure-all  type.  When  analyzed,  it  was  found  to  consist  essen- 
tially of  18.21  per  cent,  alcohol,  4.02  per  cent,  non-volatile 
material,  including  capsicum,  celery,  an  emodin -bearing  drug 
and  other  drug  extractives,  the  balance  of  the  product  being 
water.  It  was  declared  misbranded  because  of  the  falsity  of 
the  therapeutic  claims.  The  defendant  pleaded  guilty  fand  was 
fined  126  and  wats.— [Notice  of  Judgment,  No.  982.] 

Ammon  Phenyl 
S^lvadore  Penny,  doubtless  feeling  that  his  own  name  was 
not  sufficiently  imposing,  did  business  under  the  style  Interna- 
tional Chemical  Company,  Palisades  Park,  New  Jersey.  Mr. 
Penny  was  engaged  in  a  business  that  used  to  be  very  popular 
among  a  certain  class  of  self-styled  pharmaceutical  manu- 
facturers, namely,  that  of  selling  a  simple  acetanilid  mixture 
under  a  pseudo' scientific  and  sonorous  title.  "Ammon  Plienyl" 
was  said  to  be: 

■'Anllpyreflc  Antiseptic.  ADtlncuralgir,  AntlseplJc  Purltas  et 
Potentla.  Non  I'lus  Ultra  Stimulant.  Laiativp  ...  For  rHysl- 
dana-    Prescriptions    only       .      .      .      Ammonlatcd    Pbeno    Acetyl, 


.oogic 


"AmmoD  PbeDiI  is  one  of  tbe  acptjl  derlTatlvea  of  anllln  at  the 
Amldo-Benzenc  Serips  wbow  base  Is  C,niNIl3.  cooiblnpd  b;  our  own 
Epeclal  cbemicaL  process  nllb  ammonia.  Tlie  presence  of  ammmia 
leads  to  overcome  tbe  depressing  effects  UBually  obscrred  Id  other 
Coai  Tar  derlTatlTes    ..." 

And  a  great  deal  more  pseudo-scientific  noniense  of  the 
same  type.  A  sample  of  this  ironderful  chemical  was  analyzed 
by  the  sovenunent  chemists  and  found  to  be  a  mere 
mixture  of: 

Acetanllld 

Sodium  blcarboDate 


This  lieadache  remedy  was  declared  misbranded  because  of 
tlie  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  manufacturer  to  obscure  the 
origin  or  nature  of  the  product  and  make  it  appear  that  this 
simple  mixture  was  a  chemical  compound.  The  inference 
given  that  the  mixture  did  not  produce  the  depressing  effects 
of  acetanilid  was  also  false  and  misleading.  In  additioii  to 
this  the  tlierapeutic  claims  were  declared  false.  Penny 
entered  plea  of  non  vult  and  was  fined  ?25,  [yoticeof  Judg- 
ment, No.  9^2.] 

Humbug  Oil 

Humbug  Oil  was  the  expressive  and  truthful  title  given  to 
a  nostrum  shipped  by  Mrs.  J.  F.  Marshall  Smith  of  Minnesota 
to  Utah.  If  no  other  claim  than  that  denoted  by  its  name 
had  been  ^ade.  Mrs.  Smith  could  doubtless  have  continued  to 
Bell  her  nostrum  unmolested.  It  was  said,  however,  to  "relieve 
diphtheria  of  tlie  most  malignant  type."  The  government 
chemists  reported  that  Humbug  Oil  consisted  essentially  of 
20  per  cent,  oil  of  turpentine,  21)  per  cent,  linseed  oil  and  the 
balance  a  watery -alcoholic  solution  of  ammonia  water,  am- 
monium salts  and  n  volatile  alkaloid,  probably  coniin.  While 
the  stuff  was  undoubtedly  a  humbug,  it  would  not  "relieve 
diphtheria  of  the  most  malignant  type"  and  Was  therefore 
declared  misbranded.  The  defendant  was  fined  $5  after 
entering  a  plea  of  guilty. — [Notice  of  Judgment,  No.  988.'] 

Baailem  Oil  Capsules 

Tliis  product  sold  by  the  Holland  Medicine  Company.  Scran- 
ton,  Pa.,  was  labeled  "Genuine  Haarlem  Oil  Capsules."  Anal- 
ysis by  federal  chemists  showed  that  the  preparation  contained 
methyl  salicylate  which  is  not  a  normal  ingredient  of  Haarlem 
oil.  Various  false  and  extravagant  claims  were  made  for  the 
nostrum.  It  was  declared  misbranded  because  of  the  thera- 
peutic claims  and  because  of  the  presence  of  methyl  salicylate. 
A  plea  of  nolo  contendere  was  entered  by  the  defendant  and  the 
court  imposed  a  fine  of  $10  and  costs. — [Notice  of  Judgment, 
No.  937.] 
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-  Di.  HoSett's  leetbina 
T.  K.  Floumey,  wlio  does  buainess  in  St.  Louia  under  the 
name  of  C.  L.  Moffett  Medicine  Company,  siiipped  a  consign- 
ment  of  Dr.  Moffetf  s  Teeth- 
ina  into  another  Btate.  An- 
BlyBls  of  this  preparation 
showed  the  product  to  be  a 
powder  consisting  essenti- 
ally of: 

Opium. 

CaJclum  caibuDatf. 

I'awdei'ed  ciDoaiDoa. 

Calomel. 

This  mixture  was  said  to 
aid  digestion,  heal  eruptions 
and  aores,  prevent  a  tend- 
ency to  colic,  remove  and 
prevent  worms  in  children, 
strengthen  the  child  and 
make  teething  easy — and  to 
do  several  other  things.  All 
of  these  claims  were  de- 
clared false  by  the  govern- 
ment officials  and  on  that 
ground  the  preparation  was 
declared  misbranded.  Flour- 
ney  pleaded  guilty  and  was  fined  $10  and  costs. —  [Notice  of 
Judgment,  No.  1019.} 

Fitch  Staeumatic  Cnie 
The  Fitch  Remedy  Company  of  Racine,  Wis.,  made  this 
stuff,  which  was  "guaranteed  to  cure  the  most  stubborn  case 
of  sciatic  or  muscular  rheumatism."  Tlie  government  chem- 
ists reported  that  it  was  found  to  consist  essentially  of  rhu- 
barb and  alcohol.  Falsa  therapeutic  claims  were  the  basis  of 
the  charge  of  misbranding  brought  by  the  government.  The 
defeu<iant  pleaded  guilty  and  paid  the  $10  fine  that  was 
imposed. — INotice  of  Judgment,  No,  102i.'] 

Dr.  Kline's  Great  Nerve  Restorer 


"It  Is  prompt  and  safe  li 
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Wlien  analyzed  by  the  government  chemists,  it 
to  contain  the  following; 

Alcohol    «.r.2  Dci- 

Volasslum  bromld   IL'.TS  pi>i- 


RADIOSUfHOBREW 

lUt  it  tWGmtMt  httml  Stmij  b  ik  W<rld 


^^^^3^^. 


As  this  vae  before  tlie  Siipreme  Court  hid  cripploil  tlic 
Pooil  ond  Drug^  Act  b>  limiting  what  eorstitut'J  nusrepre 
sentation  under  U\e  act  to  fnlse  cliims  tor  composition  or 
plnce  of  origin,  the  goiernment  declared  tlie  stuff  misbranded 
because  it  did  not  pofsess  the  tliernpeutic  properties  set  fortli 
on  the  label  Tlie  defendant  entered  a  plea  on  non  luU  and 
the  court  auapended  sentence — [_\  a/n't  nf  Judgment,  Ao 
1070.} 

Sadio-Sulpho  Cancer  Care 
Tills  impudent   fraud,   which   has   already   been   exposed   in 
The  Joubnal'   was  exploited   by   one   Philip  Schuch,  Jr.,  of 
Denver,  who  also  sold,  bb  an  accessory,  a  nostrum  wliich  he 
called     Radio-Sulpho- 
Brew.       Radio-Sulplio 
was  an  alleged  cancer 
cure;       Radio-Sulpho- 
Brew   a   "Blood   Puri- 
fier." Analyzed  by  the 
government'  chemists, 
Radio-Sulpho        was 
found  to  consist  of  u 
solution     of     sulphur 
and   sodium   hydroxid 
in  water.   In  this  con 
neetion  it  will  be  ic- 
mpmbered   that   the 
Colorado   state   chem- 
ist  characterized   this 
malodorous     combina- 
tion as  "a   bad  smell 
capitalized  for  a  mil- 
lion  dollars."     Eadio- 
Sulplio  -  Brew      was 
found  to  be  essential- 
ly nothing  more  than 
a   solution    of    epsom 
declared  misbranded  on 
the  therapeutic  virtues 
possess  radium  or  radio- 
ild   indicate.     Schiich,  Jr.. 
d  difTorently,— [.Vod'cc  of 


THE  RAD10mPHOCO.,S;°^; 

salts.     Both  of  these  nostrums 
the  grounds  that  they  did  not  possess 
claimed  for  them,  neither  did  they 
active  properties  us  their  name  woi 
pleaded  not  guilty  but  the  jury  he 
■fadgment,  Ko.  lO'jl}.] 
1.  Sfc  Indci  fnr  nrtiffe. 
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Cerrodanie  Capsules 
Siniuel  II   Jameson   \\lio  djd  business  at  Deiatur  111    uniler 
tlie  llrm  name  of  llie  Cerrodanie  Company    maje  tlie  following 
claims  on  the  label  of  Ins  nostrum 
A  positive  cure  (or  rheumatism 

We  a\e  the  first  to  dlsioiir  tbe  Itue  cause  of  rbeamatlBm 
A  radleal  and  ceitalD  cuie  of  tbls  dreaded  disease 
The  capsules  were  reported  bv  tlie  goiernmcnt  themists  to 
contain  sodium  salicylate  potassium  nitrate  and  cliarcoa.1 
togetLer  witli  a  imall  amuunt  of  clilorotorm  extract  lontaiti 
mg  capsicum  and  an  uuidentiiied  oily  substance  and  a  targe 
amount  of  talc  and  the  carbonates  and  o\ids  of  sodium  and 
potassium  Because  tbe  therapeutic  claims  made  for  this 
preparation  were  false  it  iiis  declared  misbranded  Jameson 
pleaded  guilty  and  nas  fined  $10  and  costs — [Notice  of  Judg 
ment    \o    1020} 

Boyal  Lithia  Watei 
William  H  Anderson  of  Waukesha,  Vila,  sold  another  of 
the  so  called  lithia  natera  uliich  contained  an  unweighable 
quantity  ot  hthium  It  was  labeled  as  a  cure  for  rheumatism 
pout,  drop'n  etc  It  was  ^er^^  evidently  misbranded  a  charge 
to  which  the  defendant  pleaded  );uilt\  and  nas  fined  $25 
—[tioitce  of  Judgment   Ao    1032  i 

La  Sanadora 

Benigo  Romero  wa<(  tlie  romantic  name  of  a  patent  medi 
cine  exploiter  ulio  did  business  under  the  hrm  name  of  the 
Eomero  Diug  Company  in  Las  \  egas  N  Wlv  La  'ianidora 
was  evidently  sold  chiefly  to  Mexicans  for  the  label  was  in 
Spanish  It  was  said  to  cure  \arioii3  thmgs  from  rheuma 
tism"  to  rump  ache  and  twitching  eye  brows  to  cholera 
Analysis  showed  it  to  contiin  among  various  things 
Optum  Oil  ot  peppermint 

Alcobol  Ammoolum  bjdroiid 

CblaroCorm.  Water 

It  was  declared  misbranded  on  tivo  counts  First  because 
the  label  contained  no  stitemcnt  of  the  amount  of  alcohol 
chloroform  and  opium  in  the  mixture  and  second  because  the 
product  would  not  lure  tl  e  \arious  ailments  claimed  Romero 
pleaded  guiltv  to  the  first  count  and  was  fined  $50  The 
second  count  wa«  dismissed  on  motion  of  the  United  States 
attorney — [Nottce  of  Judgment    Ho    1076  J 

Tucker's  Asthma  Specific 

This  nostrum  has  been  e'tposed  at  various  times  in  The 
loiRNAr  *  It  11  exploited  bi  a  Dr  Nathan  Tucker  Mount 
fiilcad  0  It  contains  locain  and  is  said  to  be  a  specific  for 
asthma  hay  feier  lad  all  citarrlial  dioea'ipa  of  the  respiratory 
organs      The  goiernment  declared  the  'tuff  misbranded  on  tno 
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counts:  (1)  It  contained  cocain  and  the  label  bore  no  state- 
ment of  the  quantity  or  proportion  of  tliia  drug;  {'ij  it  was 
not  a  specifle.  Tucker  pleaded  not  guilty,  but  the  jury  before 
wbom  the  case  wag  tried  declared  him  guilty  od  the  drat  count. 
Tucker's  lawyer  liled  motions  in  arrest  of  judgment  and  for  a 
nevf  trial  but  both  motions  were  overruled  by  the  court  and 
Tucker  was  fined  $150  and  costs.— |  Notice  of  Judgment,  No. 
1077.3 

Dr.  Lindley's  Epilepsy  Remedy 
This  nostrum  which  was  e^plaited  by  one  A.  K.  Hollowell 
under  the  alias  New  \'ienna  >Iedicine  Company,  was  sold  as 
a  cure  for  epilepsy.    Some  of  the  claims  made  for  it  were: 

I       "Troducee  perfect  cur*B," 

'       "May  be  taken  as  long  as  required  wllbout  any  fear  ol  barm." 
"A  I'oeUiTe  Hemedy  (or  Epilcps;,  Fits,  Spasms,  CoDvulslaDS  and 
St.  Vitus'  Dance." 

Analyzed  by  the  Bureau  of  Cliemistry,  tlie  "remedy"  was 
found  to  be  a  solution  of  bromids  in  water  and  alcohol.  It 
was  declared  misbranded  both  because  of  the  falsity  of  the 
therapeutic  claims  and  because  the  proportion  of  nlooliol  was 
not  given  on  label.  The  defendant  pleaded  guilty  and  was 
fined  ?200  and  coals.— [A'of ice  of  Judgment,  No.  lOOS.J 

Peebles'  Epilepsy  Cure 
This  nostrum  is  exploited  by  a  concern  called  "Dr.  Peebles' 
Institute  of  Health"  at  Battle  Creek,  Mich.  The  treasurer 
and  general  manager  of  this  so-called  institute  is  W.  T.  Bobo, 
M.D.,  a  quack  who  advertiwa 
to  cure  goiter,  Peebles'  so- 
called  cure  consists  of  two 
preparations,  bis  "Brain  Re- 
storative for  Epilepsy  and  All 
Diseases  of  the  Brain  and  Nerv- 
ous System"  and  bis  "Nerv- 
Tonic  for  the  Blood  and 
Nerves."  Analysis  by  the  Bu- 
reau of  Chemistry  showed  that 
the  "Brain  Restorative"  was  a 
solution  of  ammonium,  sodium 
and  potassium  bromids  with 
an  alcoholic  preparation  of  val- 
erian, flavored  with  bitter  al- 
monds. ''Nerv- Tonic"  was  a 
sweetened  watery -alcoholic  so- 
lution of  vegetable  products 
containing  no  material  having 
distinctive,  active  characteris- 
tics. The  stuff  was  declared  mia- 
branded  because  of  the  falsity  of  the  therapeutic  claims.  The 
company,  by  its  treasurer,  filed  a  pica  of  nolo  contendere  and 
was  fined  $5,— [A'oftce  of  Judgment,  Xo.  1079.'} 
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Detchon's  Rheamatiam  Core 
I.  A.  Detchon  of  Cmwfordaville,  Ind.,  Bold  two  D09tr\ima 
called  respectively,  "Dr.  Detchon'i  Relief  for  Rheuniatiara" 
and  "Dr.  Detchon'a  Relief  for  RheumatiBm  Tablets."  Sotli  of 
these  preparations  were  formerly  sold  under  the  name  "Mys- 
tic Cure"  and  "Mystic  Cure  Tablets,"  respectively.  False, 
misleading  aod  extravagant  claims  were  made  for  both  these  ~ 
products  such  aa  to  constitute  misbranding.  Analyzed  by  the 
gOTCrnment  chemists,  "Dr,  Detchon'a  Relief  for  Rheumatism" 
was  found  to  consist  esaentially  of  sodium  salicylate,  sugar 
and  water,  while  "Dr.  Detchon's  Relief  for  Rheumatism  Tab- 
lets" was  found  to  consist  principally  of  sodium  salicylate. 
Detchon  pleadeJ  guilty  to  the  charges  and  was  fined  *200  with 
cwtB, — [Notice  of  Judgmeat,  No.  1091.} 

Sweet's  Honey  Vetmifnge 

■  The  Van  Vleet-MansHeld  Drug  Company  of  Memphis,  Tenn., 
sold  a  product  which  it  claimed  was  "a  dead  shot  for  worms." 
It  called  its  nostrum .  Sweet's  Honey  Vermifuge  and  sold  it 
as  a  "perfectly  harmless"  preparation  for  children.  .  While 
the  name  would  naturally  give  the  impression  that  Sweet's 
Honey  Vermifuge  contained  some  honey,  no  honey  could  be 
found  in  it.  Instead  the  federal  chemist  declared  tliat  it  con- 
tained the  following  drugs: 


Senna  Sugar 

MelbrI  sallcflate  Alcohol 

Water  Coloring  matter 

The  stuff  was  declared  misbranded  because  of  false  and 
misleading  statements  regarding  the  quantity  of. alcohol,  be- 
cause it  contained  no  honey  and,  further,  because  any  prepa- 
ration containing  santonin  is  not  "perfectly  harmless"  espe- 
cially for  children.  The  manufacturer  pleaded  guilty  and 
was  fined  »10.— [iVoiJce  of  Judgment  No.  HIS.] 

Dr.  Towns'  Epilepsy  Cure 
The  Dr.  Towns'  Medical  Company  of  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis- 
consin, is  one  of  the  numerous  epilepsy  cure  fakea.  It  is 
advertised  hy  .  methods  common  to  concerns  of  that  type. 
Towns  sends  out  a  leaflet  giving  what  he  calls  an  "endorse- 
ment" of  his  nostrum  '"from  the  highest  authority  known." 
The  "highest  authority"  referred  to  is  Willard  H.  Morse, 
M.D.,  F.S.Sc.  lT/)nd.).  Morse  seems  to  make  a  practice  of 
furnishing  write-ups  fgr  quacks  and  medical  fakers  and, 
consistently  enough,  he  is  a  "fellow"  of  that  serio-comic 
humbug,  the  "Society  of  Science,  letters  and  Art" 
of  London.  These  fellowships  cost  $5.00.  Towns  also  publishes 
an  "editorial"  entitled  "Plain  Truth  About  Proprietary  Rem- 
edies" from  the  American  Journal  of  Health.     It  is,  of  course. 
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laudatory  a(  Tomia'  remedy.  Such  "editorial"  endorsement 
meana  little  to  tLoae  who  know  that  the  American  Journal  of 
Heallh  waa  a  publication  that  would  endorse  any  fake  or  quack 
that  would  pay  the  price.  When  the  Epileptic  Institute  Com- 
pany' of  Cincinnati  was  put  ont  of  business  by  the  gOTernment, 
tbe  proprietor  of  this  fraud  aaid  that  bis  concern  purchased 
tlie  namea  of  possible  victims  from  Dr.  Towns  of  Fond  du  Lac, 
Wis. 

Towns'  nostrum  was  analyzed  by  the  federal  chemists  who 
reported  it  to  consiat  of: 

1,  A  watpry  sotutlon  of  ammonlam  bromid  and  sodlam  chlorld 
{salt)  with  Taleiiaa,  flavored  and  sweetened. 

2.  A  sugar.coated  pill  at  aulpbonal  mixed  with  talcum  and  tolu. 

S.  Black  pills  composed  of  charcoal,  sugar,  phosphonis  and  Inor- 
ganic matter,  with  a  small  amount  of  strjchnlD'beartng  material. 


rfproductions  at  Town's  tii 

The  stuff  was  declared  miabrarded  because  of  the  ridic- 
ulously false  claim  that  it  would  "cure"  epilepsy.  The  case 
was  brought  to  trial  before  the  Supreme  Court  bad  decided 
that  lies  such  as  Towns  printed  were  not  contrary  to  tbe 
spirit  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Towns  pleaded  guilty  and 
was  fined  $25.— [Notice  of  Judgment,  JVo.  1170.^ 

Dixie  Fever  and  Pain  Powder 
Tbese  "headache   powders"  were  prepared  and  sold  by  the 

Morris-Morton   Drug   Co.,    Fort   Smith,   Ark,      The   following 
claims  were  made  for  themr 
"Usefal  in  all  cases  ot  fever  to  lower  the  temperature  and  TellfTe 

"A  positive  and  Immediate  relief  Cor  headache,  neuralgia,  catarrh. 
In  grippe,  cold  In  tbe  head,  rheumatism,  sleepleEsneBB,  and  all 
nervous  conditions." 

"It  relieves  all  patus  In  tbe  Head.  Face  and  Body,  which  an 
cBuKed  by  Cold.  Ln  Grippe.  Neuralgia.  Exposure  or  Dissipation." 
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'  Eyes.  Ube'iDiBtlsnii,  they  will  grow  leas  tregiient  and  leas 
■cYcre  by  using  tbese  powders,'* 

"For  ineomnlB  or  Bleep  tea  9nes8,  one  powder  taken  on  going  to 
bed  will  produce  a  natural  and  bealthy  sleep." 

Aa  these  claims  were  severally  and  individually  false  and 
misleading  the  nostrum  was  declared  miabranded.  The  com- 
pany pleaded  guilty  and  was  fined  $10. — [JVottce  of  Judgment, 

No.  ins-i 

SteUo's  Asthma  Cure 

Stella's  Asthma  Cure  was  a  product  of  one  W.  E.  Muller, 
New  York  City,  and  was  sold  under  the  following  prepos- 
terous claims; 

"It  is  entirely  vegetable," 

"Everyone  Is  promised  a  cute." 

"A  permanent  cure  Is  assured  to  all." 

"A  proven  radical  and  permanent  cure." 

This  "entirely  vegetable"  product  was  found  to  contain, 
according  to  the  government  chemists,  the  following  drugs: 
Potassium  lodld  Cannabla  Indlca 

aifcertu  Alcohol 

It  was  declared  misbranded  becanae  the  quantities  and  prO' 
portions  of  cannabis  indica  and  of  alcohol  were  not  stated  on 
the  label.  Muller  pleaded  guilty  and  was  fined  $S0. — [Notice 
of  Judgment,  No.  1179.} 

Hozsie's  Croup  Remedy 

"Dr.  A.  C.  Hoiaie's  Croup  Remedy"  was  manufactured  and 
distributed  by  the  Kella  Co.,  Newburgh,  N.  Y,  The  nostrum 
was  sold  under  the  claim  that  it  would  cure  diphtheria  and 
conaumption  as  well  as  croup,  whooping-cough,  colds,  etc.  As 
the  federal  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is  now  interpreted  by  the 
Supreme  Court,  it  is  imposaible  to  prohibit  auch  cruel  and 
vicious  falsehoods  aa  theae.  Aa  the  Hoiaie  nostrum,  how- 
ever, contained  over  31  per  cent,  of  alcohol,  while  the  label 
declared  the  prcaence  of  only  20  per  cent.,  it  waa  not  difficult 
for  the  government  to  prove  that  the  stufi'  was  misbranded 
with  regard  to  its  composition.  The  concern  pleaded  guilty 
to  the  charge  and  was  fined  $60.  [Notice  of  Judgment  No. 
1$18.} 

Coca  Calisaya 

Cassebeer's  Coca  Calisaya,  prepared  by  the  Shepard  Phar- 
macal  Co.,  was  sold  aa  "an  agreeable  and  efllcient  tonic" 
which  was  said  to  be  capable  of  "sustaining  the  strength 
under  extreme  physical  exertion."  It  was  al^o  asserted  to 
be  "peculiarly  adapted  to  persona  enfeebled  by  sickness  or 
debility."  The  presence  of  35  per  cent,  alcohol  was  declared 
on  the  label.  Analyzed  by  the  government  chemista,  it  was 
found  to  contain  over  42  per  cent,  alcohol,  together  with 
sugar,  cocain,  quinin  and  other  alkaloids.     As  the  amount  of 
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Alcohol  present  was  misstated  on  the  label  «nd  as  the  quan- 
tity of  cocain  was  nowhere  giveti,  the  stuff  was  declared 
miBbranded.  The  Shepard  Pharmacal  Co.  that  sold  this 
vicious  mixture  pleaded  ^ilty  but  for  some  reason,  not  evi- 
dent from  the  government  report,  sentence  nas  suspended. 
INotice  of  Judgment  Ho.  1219.] 

Horse'a  Cieam 

This  noHtrum  was  put  out  by  TlAzexi  Morse,  New  Rochelle, 
N.  Y.  The  preparation  was  said  to  be  a  "Cod  Liver  Oil 
Cream"  which  was  "artificially  digested"  and  to  possess  "10 
times  greater  nutritive  value  than  cod-liver  oil."  Analysia 
by  the  government  showed  this  preparation  to  be  an  emul- 
sion consisting  caseutially  of  30  per  cent,  cod-liver  oil  and 
41  per  cent  of  water  with  small  quantities  of  alcohol,  oil 
of  cassia,  sugar  and  gum,  the  latter  used  as  an  emulsifying 
agent.  The  governtnent  declared — and  proved— that  Morse'a 
Cream  waa  an  ordinary  cod-liver  oil,  that  it  was  not  arti- 
ficially digested  and  that  it  did  not  contain  67  parts  of  cod- 
liver  oil.  The  defendant  pleaded  guilty  and  was  fined  $50. 
[Notice  of  Judgment  No.  12il.'] 

Ferro-China  Antimalarico 
"FerrO'Cliina,  the  Anti-Malaric  Febrifuge,  Upbuilder,  Di- 
gestive and  Strengthening  Tonic,"  was  shipped  in  interstate 
commerce  by  A.  Saunig  &  Co.  It  waa  said  to  be  prepared 
from  the  "best  quality  of  quinin"  and  was  sold  as  a  "cure 
and  preventive  of  malaria."  On  analysis,  the  stuff  was  found 
to  contain  no  quinin  but  it  did  contain  over  10  per  cent,  ot 
alcohol.  The  government  naturally  charged  that  it  was  mis- 
branded.  The  defendants  pleaded  guilty  and  were  fined  $50. 
[Notice  of  Judgment,  So.  1222.'] 

Wells'  Hair  Balsam 

This  preparation  was  made  and  sold  by  E.  S.  Wells,  Jersey 
City,  New  Jersey.  It  was  said  to  be  "a  vivifying  tonic"  and 
the  further  assertion  was  made  tliat  "it  is  not  a  dye  nor 
does  it  contain  anything  harmful  to  the  hair  or  scalp."  When 
analyzed  by  the  government  chemists,  it  was  found  to  be  a 
perfumed  mixture  of  sulphur  in  a  watery  solution  of  lead 
acetate  (sugar  of  lead)  and  glycerin.  The  stulT  was  declared 
misbranded,  first,  because  it  was  called  a  balsam,  which  it 
waa  not;  second,  because  it  waa  said  not  to  be  a  dye,  when 
it  was,  and  third,  becauae  it  waa  labeled  harmleas,  when  it 
was  poisonous.  Wells  pleaded  non-vult  and,  for  some  reason 
not  evident  in  the  government  report,  the  court,  instead  ot 
imposing  a  fine,  suspended  sentence,— [¥o (ice  of  Judgment, 
No.  1223.1 
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Laxative  Boro  Pepsin 

The  Senoret  Cbemical  Co.,  a  St.  Louie  Dostrum  house,  man- 
ufactured  a  product  which  it  fancifully  called  Laxative  Boro 
Pepsin.  The  government  declared  the  BtufT  misbranded  because 
the  name  would  naturally  lead  the  purchaser  to  believe  that 
the  preparation  possessed  the  therapeutic  and  medicinal  prop- 
erties of  boron  and  pepsiQ,  when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  con- 
tained neither  substance  in  quantities  that  could  be  appre- 
ciated  by  chemical  tests.  It  was  further  declared  misbranded 
because  it  did  not  contain  the  amount  of  alcohol  given  on  the 
label.  The  Senoret  Chemical  Company  pleaded  guilty  and 
was  fined  $10  and  costs. — [Notice  of  Judgment,  No.  ISSS.] 

Kennedy's  Woitn  Syiup,  Cbeny  Balsam  and  Herculine  Tonic 

These  three  products  were  made  and  sold  by  the  Dr.  David 
Kennedy  Company,  Rondout,  -New  York.  The  "Worm  Syrup" 
was  sold  as  a  "perfectly  harmless"  preparation  that  "cannot 
do  the  least  harm."  Analyzed  by  the  government  chemists, 
it  was  found  to  he  a  solution  of  santonin  (partly  deposited), 
sugar  and  oil  of  anise  in  a  mixture  of  water  and  alcohol. 
The  Bureau  of  Chemistry  naturally  held  that  the  claims  that 
the  preparation  was  harmless  were  false  and  misleading  and 
the  product  thereby  misbranded.  The  judge,  however,  appar- 
ently  believing  that  the  stuily  of  law  qualified  him  to  express 
an  opinion  on  the  toxicity  of  druga,  asserted  that  he  did  not 
believe  that  the  preparation  was  harmful  merely  because  it 
contained  santonin.  He  therefore  suspended  sentence  in  this 
instance,  even  though  the  manufacturer  pleaded  guilty  to  the 
offense. 

"Cherry  Balsam"  was  a  "consumption  cure"  put  out  by  the 
same  company  and  was  labeled  a  "harmless"  preparation. 
When  examined  by  the  government  chemists;  it  was  found 
to  contain  alcohol,  opium,  bitter  almond  oil  and  sugar.  Tho 
stuff  was  declared  misbranded,  first  because  it  did  not  contain 
any  cherry  balsam  and,  second,  because  a  mixture  of  opium 
and  alcohol  can  hardly  be  declared  harmless.  The  defendant 
pleaded  guilty  and  was  fined  $100. 

"Herculine  Tonic"  was  a  nostrum  of  the  cure-all  type  that 
was  said  to  have  been  discovered  by  David  Kennedy,  M.D. 
It  was  sold  under  the  lying  claim  that  it  is  "universally 
endorsed  and  prescribed  by  the  medical  profession." .  The 
therapeutic  claims  made  were  equally  false.  Analysis  made 
by  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry  showed  it  to  have,  essentially, 
the  following  composition! 

Alcohol 16.00     per  cent. 

QalDln    ; 0.065  per  cent. 

Sugar   lO.nS     per  cent. 

Water,  aljcerlD  and  nadetcrmlned  matter.  64.766  per  cent. 
Herculine  Tonic  was  declared  misbranded  because  the  per- 
centage or  volume  of  alcohol  was  not  stated  on  the  label.    The 
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company  again  pleaded  guilty  and  waa  fined  9100. — [Notice  of 

Judgment,  No.  ISSi-] 

St.  Junes  Society  Drug  Cure 
Tlie  St.  James  .Society  of  New  Vork  City  is  one  of  tliose 
villa inouH  ronrernx  ent^geil  in  selling  morpliin  to  morpliiii 
hilbituAH.  under  tlie  guise  of  a,  "cure."  Its  method  has  l>ecn 
to  send  its  poor  dupes  a  series  of  bottles  labeled  1  to  10,  eon- 
'  ta.inlng  a  mixture  of  morphiti  and  nicoliol.  Tbe  liiireau  of 
Chemistry  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  U.  S.  Govcrn- 
meut,  recently  declared  two  of  the  shipments  made  by  tliis  . 
concern  misbranded  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  in  that 
tlie  amount  of  morpliin  and  aleolioi  found  in  the  preparation 
was  different  from  that  Htnted  on  the  label.  The  St.  James 
Society  pleaded  guilty  and  was  fined  $25.  [Police  of  Judg- 
ment Ko.  1291.1 

Dr.  J.  Emery-Coderre'a  Infant's  Synip 

This  "baby-kiMer"  was  shipped  by  George  Mortimer  4  Co. 
from  Massachusetts  to  Pennsylvania.  The  syrup  was  manu- 
factured by  the  Franco- American  Cliemieal  Co.  of  Montreal, 
Canada,  and  Boston,  Mass.  In  a  circular  enclosed  with  the 
product  was  the  statement : 


"Tula   syrup  can   be  gWen   in   all    confldo 
such    as   eoHf,    diarrhea,    iljBnitery,    pHlcful 
sleep,  coughs,  colds,"  etc. 

cc  to  infants  In   cases 
dentition,   inability    to 

When  analyzeii   in   the  Uureau  of  Cb 

mistry,  the  chemists 

reported  finding; 

Morphln     PC  I    ounce 

•*  gr. 

Oil  of  anise  prtacnt 

The  stuff  was  declaied  misbranded  because  of  the  statement 
that  it  could  be  administered  Mith  safety  by  persons  unskilled 
in  the  giving  of  drugs  to  infants  It  was  fuither  misbranded 
because  the  presence  of  morpbm  and  alcohol  in  the  package 
was  declared  on  tin  package  m  tjpe  smaller  than  that 
reijuired  hy  law.  The  defendant  pleaded  guilty  and  was  fined 
SI50.     [Motive  of  Judgment  No.  1317.] 

German  Headache  Powders 
Warren  D.  Tallman  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  shipped  in  interstate 
commerce  his  "Germiin  Ilendncbe  Powder."     Tlie  claims  made 
on  the  label  for  this  preparation  were; 

"Sure,  Ente  and  prompt  rcl 
neuralgia,  rhi!utnallc  pains,  son 
oltects  of  alcoholic  atlmulants.' 
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Tlieae  powders  were  aiialyzeil  by  tlie  f 
who  reported  the  following  results  i 


.   probably   c 


Milk    i 
Tliese  lieaiJaelie  powder 


}  declared  miabranded  because 
tlie  Ktatements  on  the  label  were  false  and  misleading  Tin. 
product  was  not  a  sore,  safe  and  prompt  rel  ef  etc  neither 
was  it  a  German  headache  powder.  lailman  pleaded  guittj 
and  was  lined  $25.     ['Xotice  of  Judgment '\o   iiSC] 

Berry's  Freckle  Ointment 
This  ointment  was  marketed  by  Dr.  C.  H.  Berry  Co.,  Chicago 
and  New  York.    It  was  sold  under  the  claim  that  it  "positively 
removes  fre?kles  and  tan"  and  under  the  further  claim: 

"There  Is  posltlTely  nothing  Injurious  In  any  of  our  prepa  rat  Ions.'" 
When  analyzed  by  the  government 
chemists     Bern  8    trcckle    Ointment 
wa'j  reported  to  contain 

Zinc  Olid  O  I  p  r  cent 

As  ammoniated  mercury  is  a  cau^ 

tic  poison    the  statement  that  there 

was     positi\eh   nathin<>  injurious     in 

the    ointment    canhtituted    misbrand 

me   appearing   as   claimant 

when   the  case  came  on   f>r  heaiiiig 

the    court    found    the    prodntt    mis 

branded   as   alleged   and   entered   de 

•^   condemning   and  forfeit  in  R   the 

jars    that    ha  I   been    seized   and 

ordered  thnr  complete  destruction  bv 

the   United   States   Alarshal      [\ottce 

of  Judgment  No.  I:i76.) 

Kintho  Beauty  Cream 
Kintho  Beauty  Cream  was  another  ointmint  aolJ  as  a  fiotkle 
remover.  It  was  marketed  liy  the  Kintho  MBmifacturity  l.u 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Like  Berry's  Ointment  it  was  sold  as  hein^ 
"positively  harmless."  The  government  chemists  who  analjzed 
it  reported  finding: 


Blsmi 


DDiat' 


Bubal 


All  per 


It  ivas  declared  misbranded  because  of  the  statement  that 
It  was  harmless  when  in  fact  it  "contained  a  large  quantity 
of  poisonous  substances,  to  wit,  14  per  cent  of  ammoniated 
mercury."  No  claimant  having  np]>enrcd  or  filed  answer  to 
the  charge,  the  court  declared  the  pinduct  misbranded  and 
ordered  its  complete  destruction,  [Koticf  of  Tudqmcnt  Ao 
J379.] 
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Watennan  tutitute  Morphin  Can 

For  Bonle  years,  one  Alexander  W.  Chappell  b»a  advertised 
a  "cure"  for  tlie  norpliin  habit  under  the  name  of  the  Dr. 
Watermau  Institute,  Kew  York.  Chappell  also  does  business 
under  tlie  style  LexiiiKton  Drug  anil  Cliemical  Company, 
besides  being  the  principal  owner  of  the  "Aldine  Laboraturies, 
Inc.,  and  the  "Windsor  Laboratories.  Inc."  It  is  said  that  he 
ivas  formerly-  connected  with  the  Berlin  Remedy  Co.  and  other 
businesses  of  a  similar  kind.  Durin);  the  past  year  the  Dr. 
Waterman  Institute  has  commenced  exploiting  an  "epilepsy 
cure."  This  new  venture  has  doubtless  been  started  because 
the  concern  realizes  that  public  indi^ination  and  the  activities 
of  the  federal  authorities  will  soon  put  an  end  to  the  villian- 
ous  "morphin  cure"  business.  The  Lexington  Drug  ajid  Chem- 
ical Co.  sent  out  one  of  its  "cures"  labeled:  "This  bottle  con- 
tains morphin  sulphate  not  to  exceed  twelve  grains  to  the  fluid 
ounce,  and  3  per  cent,  rf  grain  alcohol."  When  analyzed  by 
the  government  chemists,  they  reported  finding  larger  amounts 
of  morphin  than  were  indicated  by  the  label  and  more  than 
twice  the  percentage  of  alcohol  given.  A  second  shipment  by 
the  same  concern  was  on  analysis  found  to  be  misbranded  in 
that  the  quantity  of  morphin  as  given  on  the  label  was  less 
than  that  actually  contained  in  the  product.  The  Waterman 
Institute  sends  out  to  all  who  are  willing  to  pay  the  few  cents 
expressage  a.  trial  bottle  of  its  alleged  cure.  By.  filling  out 
one  of  the  blanks  sent  out  by  this  concern  and  forwarding  it 
with  fifteen  cents  in  stamps,  it  is  possible  to  get  a  bottle  of 
the  Waterman  nostrum  containing  as  much  as  60  grains  of 
morphin — enough  poison  to  kill  half  «  hundred  people.  Tliis 
villainous  mixture  is  sold  as  the  "cure."  What  it  does,  of 
course  is  to  substitute  the  Waterman  "dope"  habit  tor  the 
morphin  habit.  Under  the  present  state  of  our  laws  tliere  is 
nothing  to  prevent  any  man  with  a  small  amount  of  capital — 
and  an  entire  absence  of  conscience — going  into  this  wicked 
business  providing  be  is  careful  to  send  his  concoction  via 
the  exprcHs  companies  instead  of  through  the  United  States 
mails.     [Xotice  of  Judgment  No.  1^9S,] 

Wood's  Soothing  Synip 

William  J.  Wood,  Trenton,  >I.  J.,  shipped  in  interstate  com- 
merce a  product  called  V\'ood'8  Soothing  Syrup.  Some  of  the 
claims  made  on   the  labels  for  this  preparation  were: 

"It  is  a  sure  euro  for  rroup." 

"A  preventive  against  taklnt;  cold," 

"For  sick  stomach  and  Kcrcral  debiHtj." 

"For  aathma  and  phthisic  tUls  ciltnordLnary  reroedy  affords 
ImmedLate  rollet." 

"Affords  spppdy  rcllet  In  all  cabps  of  aciile  pains,  grlplngs,  severe 
vomiting,  bowe!  complalntH,  tcethlnfc.  restl.'Sanesa.  soro  tUrost. 
wliDoplng'  cough,  all  tongbs  and  colds,  all  throat,  bronthlal  and 
nervous  altecllons." 
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When  aiialjzed  by  tlie  to**''"'"eiit  chemiata  it  was  reported 
to  be  a  uiitery  ukoholic  solution  of  opiuin  aromatic  bodie; 
Bugar  inorganic  aalta  and  undetermined  matter  II  uus 
declared  misbranded  in  that  tlie  amount  of  alcohol  and  opium 
was  mi'>stated  on  the  label  ^\  J  \\  ood  pleade  I  iiou  vult  and 
the  court  suspended  sentence  —  [\otice  of  Judgment  No 
1322] 

Ralston  s  Select  Bran  and  Acme  Diabetic  Flour 

The  Acme  Milla  Compiny  of  Portlan  I  Ore  wlio  claim  to  be 
tlie  onli  autlionzed  manufacturers  for  ti  e  Pacific  Coast  of 
Ralston  Health  Breakfast  Foods  was  charged  nith  misbmnd 
ing  two  products  Ralston  Select  Bran  and  Acme  Ditbetii. 
Floiir  Ralston  Select  Bran  was  sold  under  under  the  fol 
lowing  claims 

Prepared   as   a   beverage    It   ii   the    most   refrnstilng  drink  that 

The  phoB^hDrus  contained  in  the  bran  Is  Tltnlly  necessary  for 
the  developn  ent  and  vigor  of  the  human  (ramc 

The  drain  on  the  aistem  Is  replenlehi-d  bv  the  phOBpbalic  nour 
■•ibment  contain  d  In  this  simple  bit  wonderfii]  bCTfrage 

It  aldi  digestion  cures  torpidity  of  the  tlver  gives  tone  and 
coloi  (o  the  complexlun  brightness  to  tti  eye  and  Is  both  nerve 
and  bruin  food 

Misbranding  was  alleged  because  as  a  matter  of  fact  the 
pbosphorus  said  to  be  contained  in  Balston  Select  Bran  was 
not  vitallj  necessary  for  the  development  and  vigor  of  the 
human  frame  Furthermore  the  label  represented  that  the 
pioduct  contained  and  had  some  special  properties  not  common 
to  ordinarj  bran  when  as  a  matter  of  fatt  it  was  nothing 
more  than  ordinary  bran  It  nas  also  declared  misbrandeJ 
because  it  did  not  aid  digestion  cure  torpidity  of  the  liior 
give  tone  and  color  to  tbe  complexion  or  briglitness  to  tl  t 
eye  nor  was  it  a  nerve  or  a  brain  food  In  the  words  of 
the  government  report  It  Ind  no  iirtiiea  or  properti  3 
bcvond  thoie  of  ordinary  bran 

Acme  Diabetic  Flour  was  sol  1  under  tbe  claim  that  it  uas 
milled  by  special  process  to  preserve  gluten  properties  of 
wheat  While  this  statement  iias  calculated  and  intendei 
to  give  purchasers  the  idea  that  gluten  was  the  principal 
ingredient  of  Acme  Diabetic  Flour  the  analyses  of  the  gov 
emment  chemists  showed  that  the  product  did  not  contain  anj 
more  gluten  than  is  found  in  ordmari  whole  wheat  fluur  It 
was  further  declared  misbranded  in  that  the  stuff  was  sold  for 
the  use  of  tl  o«e  afflicted  witli  diabetes  to  whom  starch  is  dan 
gerouB  Yet  A  me  Diabetic  Flour  contained  71  4  per  cent 
starch — an  amount  equal  to  that  found  in  ordinary  flour  Tl  e 
defendant  Mas  found  guilty  and  filel  a  motion  for  a  nen  trial 
The  motion  was  overruled  and  the  court  imposed  a  fine  of  $50 
and  costs— [Voiice  of  Judgment  Ao  1jO~  ] 
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Dr.  Caldwell'i  Bbenmatiam  Cuie 

"John"  W.  Horter— the  first  name  being  a.  fictitious  one — of 

New  York. shipped  to  the  state  of  Tennessee  a  consignment  of 

"Dr.   Caldwell'«   Rheumatism   Cure."    This   nostrum   was    sold 

under  the  following  claims: 

"C'lir^B  by  uipelJlDE  tUi'  acids  rrom  Ibc  blood." 

"Restorps  the  liier,  kldncya  and  tb«  skin  to  a  bealtb;  condition — 
tbus  effecting  a  permanent  cure." 

-A  cerlalD  cure  for  ncntp  and  cbronlc  rbeumatlam  In  all  ICb  forms, 
gout,  sciatica  and  lumtuigo." 

Tlie  stuff  was  analyzed  by  the  chemists  of  the  Bureau  of 
Cliemistry,  who  reported  finding; 

Alcohol  SnIIcyllc  Add  Ammonia 

Besides  these,  traces  of  bromids,  a  clilorid,  an  alkaloid.  ( not 

identified),  sodium  and  phosphorus  were  found.  Misbranding 
was  alleged  in  that  while  the  preparation  contained  14,6  per 
cent,  of  alcohol,  no  statement  was  made  on  the  label  to  that 
effect.  Horter  pleaded  guilty  and  was  fined  $200. — [Notice  of 
Judgment  ,Vo,  i5}.).] 

Dr.  Caldwell's  Anti-Pain  Pills 
Dr.  Caldwell's  Anti-Pain  Tablets,  put  out  bj  the  Dr.  Cald- 
well Medical  Company,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  was  another 
product  shipped  in  interstate  commerce  hy  "John"  W.  Horter. 
Tliese  tablets  when  analyzed  by  the  government  chemists  were 
reported  to  contain: 

Acelanllld    ' Bl  4  per  cent. 

CnffelQ     12.3  per  cent. 

Corn-Btarch    23.2  per  cent. 

Catnphor   present. 

Although  these  tablets  contained  more  than  50  per  cent. 
acetanilid,  the  presence  of  this  drug  was  not  declared  on  the 
label.  Hence  the  charge  of  misbranding,  to  which  Horter 
pleaded  guilty  and  was  fined  another  $200. — [iVotice  of  Judg- 
ment No.  15i5.] 

Hoff'a  Consumption  Cure 

Hoff's  Consumption  Cure,  which  is  referred  to  elsewhere  in 
this  book,  is  sold  by  Maurice  C.  Schlcsinger,  who  does  business 
under  the  firm  name  of  Bendmer  &  Schlesinger.  New  York.  The 
following  claims  were  made  for  the  stuff,  either  in  or  on  the 
package  in  which  it  wa'S  sold; 

"Prof.  Iloffs  Cure  foe  CodkiiidpIIoq  " 

"A  p    Itl         medf  from  tbe  recipe  of  the  aiilbor," 

W  tb  lungs  alone  affected.  Professoi'  IIoCTs  Consumption 
n  uld  be  It  d  n  witbout  the  assistance  of  anything  else  to 
Id  th  y  t  m  nil  ly  of  Ibe  consumption  germs.  But  the  kid- 
n  r  th  ma  h  th  liver  and  the  entire  digestive  tract  are  all 
w  k  n  d  b  C  n  umptlon,  and  are  most  Jlteiy  to  require  at  least 
a  t      i  atm  nt   In  order    that   the   Professor   Iloff   Consumption 

C        am         k     b  Id     Dd  do  its  work." 
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Morpbl 


The  stuff  was  declared  misbranded,  Drst,  in  that  it  was  not 
a  "cure"  for  consumption  or  a  "positive  remedy";  second,  that 
the  preserce  of  inorphin  was  not  declared;  and  third,  in  that 
it  was  not  true  tliat  this  drug  would  rid  the  system  entirely 
of  the  germs  of  consumption,  even  if  a  tonic  treatment  were 
applied  in  conjunction  therewith. 

With  tlie  "cure"  was  a  pasteboard  box  containing  another 
nostrum  labeled  "Superl atone,"  This  was  the  tonic  supposed 
to  be  used  in  connection  with  the  "consumption  cure."  Accord- 
ing to  the  label,  Superlatone  contained  iron.  Analysis  by  the 
government  chemists,  however,  proved  this  claim  to  be  false, 
and  Superlatone  was,  therefore,  declared  misbranded. 

A  third  bottle  came  with  the  consumption  cure,  this  b«ing 
labeled  "Adjunct  Cough  Mixture  Used  in  Conjunction  with 
Prof.  Hoff's  Cure  for  Consumption."  When  analyzed,  this 
cough  mixture  was  found  to  contain: 

Alcobol  Coijcln  CblorafatDi 

As  the  presence  of  alcohol  was  not  declared  on  the  label, 
this  preparation  also  was  declared  misbranded. 

Bottle  No.  4  that  came  with  the  cure  was  labeled  "Concen- 
trated Appolozer's  llixture,"  While  analysis  demonstrated 
that  tliis  preparation  contained  nearly  8  (7.88)  per  cent,  of 
alcohol,  the  label  declared  tlie  presence  of  only  2.5  per  cent. 
Misbranding  was  therefore  alleged  in  this  case  also. 

Package  No.  3  in  the  "cure"  was  labeled  "Kodal  Tablets." 
These  tablets  were  found  to  contain  codein.  Since  there  was 
nothing  on  the  laliel  to  indicate  the  presence  of  this  drug,  this 
preparation,  too,  was  declared  misbranded.  Schleainger  pleaded 
fjuilty  to  the  government's  charges,  and  the  court  imposed  a 
fine  of  $25. — [Notice  of  Judgment  No.  15S1.1 


ir,  Google 


MISCELLANEOUS  NOSTRUMS 


ADLERIKA 

Adierikn  is  an  "appendicitis  cure"  solil  by  tlie  Adierika  Com~ 
|)ai)y  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.  It  is  sold,  apparently,  not  aa  a  mail- 
order proposition,  but  tluoufili  .lucli  drugj^ists  as  ari;  not  above 
entering  into  tliis  sort  of  a  selieme  to  defraud  their  customers. 
Tlie  conipnny   in   n   leuflet  tliat  it  sends  around   to   druggists 


Sold  to  Only  One 
Druggist  In  Each  City 


Costs  You  54  Cents 
Sells  for  One  Dollar 

Adlerlfca  is  sold  through  tbe  Insdumentalltj  of  local  druggists, 
flrculnrs  nrp  seat  nroimd  to  druggists  in  country  towns  telling  ot 
the  profits  Ibiit  eaa  be  madt  by  Hclliug  AdH-iika  to  the  ilctlmB  of 
nppendliitia  and,  more  lni|jorlaut  yet,  "to  the  vnst  multitude  who 
THINK  they  have  or  are  golhg  to  have  this  dread  disease."  Here  we 
nproduce  Ihe  front  rage  of  one  of  the  foldi-rs  sent  to  druggists  who 
are  offered  a  chance  "to  get  In  on  the  gi-ound  floor." 

frankly  admits  that  it  is  not  tiie  people  nlio  Mve  appendicitis 
tiiat  may  be  expected  to  buy  of  tlii.s  wortliless  and  polentiallj' 
diingerons  fraud,  but  tlioso  ivbo  think  tiiey  liave  it.    To  quote; 
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"Tou  hare  notblng  on  your  ahelt  to  take  the  place  of  Dr.  Adler's 
Trealment  and  can  sell  oolblng  to  tbe  ihdd  who  has  appeadicltls, 
nor  to  the  vnst  multitude  who  think  thej  have  or  are  going  lo  have 
this  dreaded  disease." 

"Fully  T5  pel'  cent,  of  all  cough  and  kidney  remedies  are  bouRht 
by  people  who  think  they  have  consumptton  or  some  serious  kidney 
ailment     ,     .     .     and  not  by  people  who  actually  have  them." 

"The  Bale  (or  it  [Adlerlkal  Is  aa  nnlimiled  as  Iho  Bale  tor  cough 
and  kidney  medicines." 

Analyzed  hj  the  state  chemists  of  North  Dakota,  Adkrika 
was  reported  to  contain; 

Epsom  salts lar^  amount. 

Aloes large  amount. 

Salicylic  acid considerable. 

Alcohol   trace. 

Of  course,  a  purging  preparation,  such  as  this,  not  only  will 
not  cure  appendicitis,  but  may  in  some  cases  kill  the  patient 
suffering  from  that  disease. 


AHOLIN  DBODOBANT  POWDER 
Amoliu  is  a  "patent  medidne"  pnt  on  the  market  by  the 
Amolin  Chemical  Company.  After  enumerating  the  claims 
made  for  the  preparation  by  the  promoters.  The  Joubnai. 
state  a  that  a  sample  of  the  powder  was  examined  in  the 
Association  laboratory.  Amolin  was  foijhd  to  be  a  very  fine 
white  powder  slightly  unctuous  to  the  touch,  simiJar  to  boric 
acid  or  talcum  and  emitting  a  faint  odor  of  thymol.  Quali- 
tative teats  showed  the  presence  of  large  quantities  of  boric 
acid  and  traces  of  thymol.  Further  examination  demonstrated 
the  absence  of  alum,  7inc  salts  and  other  metallic  constituents 
usually  employed  in  the  preparation  of  deodorant  powders. 
Neither  did  the  tests  indicate  the  presence  of  salicylii!  acid, 
phenol,  or  any  similar  organic  antiseptic  except  thymol. 

NINETY-KINE   PEB   CENT,   BOalO   ACID 

In  plain  words  this  remarkable  powder  is  practically  nothing 
but  boric  acid,  and  furnishes  another  illustration  of  what  has 
so  often  been  proved,  i.  e.,  that  "patent"  and  "ethical  proprie- 
tary" medicines  usually  depend  on  some  well-known  drug,  or 
drugs,  in  every-day  use  for  whatevei  therapeutic  value  they 
'  possess.  This  particular  preparation  happens  to  come  under 
the  designation  of  "patent  medicine,"  simply  and  only  because 
it  is  advertised  to  the  public  direct,  and  the  physician  who 
wrote  us  got  his  knowledge  of  it  through  a  patient — reversing 
the  usual  order. 

EOHIO  ACID  AND  ITS  QUALITIES 

Boric  acid  is  a  good  thing;  there  is  no  doubt  about  it.  It 
makes  a  splendid  dusting  powder;  there  are  few,  if  any,  bet- 
ter. Modify  it  as  one  may,  give  it  an  odor  or  a  color  to  dis' 
guise  it  as  one  pleases,  surround  it  with  mystery  or  secrecy 
as  one  sees  fit,  it  is  still  but  boric  acid  with  all  its  virtues — 
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and  limitations.  Dissolved  io  water,  it  makes  els  good  a  mouth 
waHli.  ns  j^iud  an  iiiiti septic  solution  us  many  of  the  higli 
priced,  pxtrnvogantly  atlvpitiafJ,  antiaeptic  lotions  on  tlie 
market,  of  which  it  forms  the  chief  and  most  important 
in};redient.  {Abgtraeled  from  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  Feb.  22, 
1908,  626.) 

BENETOL 

During  the  last  few  months  sensational  and  ridiculously 
misleading  articles  lave  appeared  in  the  daily  press  regarding 
tt  proprietary  preparation  called  Benetol.  The  nostrum  seems 
to  be  advertised  by  the  direct  metliod  only  to  physicians;  to 
the  public  it  goes  via  the  special  newspaper  article  route,  as 
a  "marvelous  medical  discovery."  It  is  but  fair  to  say  in  this 
connection,  that  the  ueivapapers  which  have  published  these 
articles  seem  to  have  done  so  in  good  faith  and  in  total 
ignorance  of  the  fact  that  tliey  were  giving  the  Benetol  Com- 
pany a  large  amount  of  'ree  ndvertiBiig.  It  ia  evident  that 
the  press  agent's  work  was  well  done. 

Here  are  a  few  claims  that  are  made,  either  to  the  medical 
profession  or  tctthe  public,  for  Benetol; 

"A  new  germicidal  antiseptic  marvel." 

"The  only  safe  germicidal  antiseptic."' 

-U  will  cure  iny  gcrni  trouble  It  can  reach." 

"Ia  beneficial  ratbei-  than  dangerous  In  overdoBea." 

"The  onl;  germicide  tbaC  can  follow  and  kill  germs." 

e  Unlversltj'  of  Minnesota." 


L  ctiemlcal  which  destroys   the  germs  ol  tuberculosis,   typhoid 

lime  In  a  gallon  of  Infectec 
e  Io  drink,  but  will  make  It 


"Ten  drops  allowed  to  remain  a  abort  lime  In  a  gallon  of  Infected 


beneSclal  as  a  medicated  wnte 

In  the  newspaper  write-ups  on  Benetol,  its  discoverer  is 
given  about  the  same  degree  of  publicity  as  the  driig.  Benetol 
is  said  to  have  been  "discovered"  by  "Prof.  H,  C.  Care],  Head 
of  the  Department  of  ^Medical  Chemistry  and  Toxicology, 
University  of  Minnesota   (Retired)." 

In  many  of  the  newspaper  articles  it  is  implied  that  Carel  is 
still  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  the  University  of  Minnesota. 
The  facts  are,  Card  has  net  been  connected  with  this  institu- 
tion for  some  j'ears.  His  connection  with  the  university 
ceased  at  the  time  he  exploited  a  hair  restorer — "Hygenol." 
In  selling  his  cure  for  baldness,  he  attempted  then,  aa  he  is 
attempting  now,  to  make  capital  out  of  the  good  name  of  the 
university — and  the  board  of  regents  saw  to  it  that  Carel's 
connection  with  the  uaiversity  was  severed.  The  attempt, 
therefore,  to  exploit  Benetol  as  "a  laboratory  ptDduct  of  the 
University  of  Minnesota,"  is  both  an  outrage  on  an  institution 
of  learning  and  a  fraud  on  the  purchaser. 

In  one  of  the  press-agent  notices  on  Benetol,  the  claim  is 
made  that  tne  War  Department  has  investigated  Carel'H  "New 
Discovery"  and  that  the  heads  of  the  department  have  urged 
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tbe  government  to  secure  the  "sole  information  and  owner- 
ship" of  Benetol.    As  a  clincher  it  goes  on  to  say; 

"An  emlsBary  la  being  sent  to  Pro!.  Carel  to  enter  lata  negotla- 
tloaa.  sna  for  tlie  tUst  time  in  its  blstoiT  the  United  States  gOT- 
einment  way  go  into  tlic  germicide  business." 

An  inquiry  at  the  War  Department,  regarding  the  veracity 
of  llie  statements  given  in  tlie  exploitation  of  Benetol,  brought 
the  following  statement  from  the  office  of  the  surgeon-general: 

"As  you  bave  fiarmlsed,  there  le  no  louDdatloD  of  truth  in  tbe 
statement  which  you  Inclose  with  rcEecence  to  the  iiac  of  "Benetol' 
by  the  medical  departmeht  of  tbe  Army.  This  office  bas  not  author- 
ized   tile    purchase    of    any    'Benetol'    nor    lias    It    Inceallgated    Its 

Nor  was  the  army  alone  the  only  department  of  the  govern- 
ment that  was  credited  with  waxing  enthusiastic  over  Carel's 
nostrum.  It  was  claimed  that  the  stuff  had  been  testeJ  in  the 
navy.  An  inquiry  addressed  to  the  Bureau  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery  of  the  Department  of  tbe  Navy  brougbt  the  following 
statement: 


Greatly  reduced  photograyhlc  reproduction  of  a  part  of  a  full- 
page  newspaper  write-up  of  Benetol.  Under  the  portrait  of  the 
"Inventor"  of  Benetol  appears  the  statement  "Prof.  Herbert  Charles 
Ton  Fuerstenburg  Carel.  of  the  University  of  Minnesota,  the  In- 
ventor of  Benetol."  This  write -up  appeared  In  the  Pblladelphln 
.\or(fi  Aioerican,  a.  paper  that  treats  "patent  medicine"  fakcra  wlCb 
scant  courtesy.  It  was  tbe  appearance  of  such  an  article  In  a 
paper  of  this  tyiie  that  caused  us  1o  Investigate  the  met  bod  by 
n'hicb  the  Riploltei's  of  Dcneloi  got  their  product  into  tbe  newspa- 
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In  view  of  tLe  claims  Cliat  liave  been  made  for  Benetol  ita 
composition  ia  a  matter  of  interest.  What  is  this  marv^elous 
germicide;  this  "chemical,"  which  deatrofa  the  germ  of  cancer; 
tliia  wonderful  dJBcovery  wliich  "for  six  years  Prof,  Carol 
toiled  night  and  day"  to  produce;  this  potent  typbaid 
destroyer,  10  dropa  of  which  in  a  gallon  of  infected  water  atjJJ 
make  the  water  not  only  safe  but  heneficipl;  what  ia  this 
new  medical  wonder?  This  inquiry  was  referred  to  the 
director  of  the  Aasociation'a  Chemical  Laboratory  and  secre- 
tary of  the  Council  on  Pharmacy  and  Chemistry,  who  replied : 

"Chemical  examination  of  Benetol  ahows  that  it  is  a  solution 
of  alpha-naphtol  containing  about  18  gm,  of  the  substance  io 
100  c.c.     The  solvent  appears  to  consist  of  water,  glycerin  and 
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rhologrnpbic   reproduction   (ri^duccd}   of  two   iiagce   o: 

mended    for  complaints   fi-am    "cold    in   tlio   head"   and   ' 
thrown  taste,"  to  cancer  and  tutrerculosls. 


Boap.  Alpha-naphtol  is  a  well-known  substance,  closely  related 
to,  but  not  identical  with,  bota-naphtol  which  is  official  in  the 
United  States  Pharmacopeia.  The  claim  made  in  the  adver- 
tising matter  for  Benetol,  that  it  is  a  newly  discovered  com- 
pound, is  absurd.  It  is  not  a  chemical  compound  but  a  simple 
solution  of  the  well-known  substance  alpha-naphtol  in  the  still 
better-known  substances,  glycerin,  soap  and  water." — (From 
The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  April  15,  1011.) 
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THE  "BRACERS" 
There  is  a  large  number  of  what  have  been  called  "booze 
medicines"  on  the  market — that  is,  alcoholic  preparations  sold 
under  proprietary  names  as  medicinal  products.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  amount  of  medicinal  agentB^aaide  from  alcohol — 
contained  in  these  ''bracers,"  is  so  small  as  to  be  negligible. 
The  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue  periodically  publishes 
lists  of  tliese  "medicinei"  which  have  been  analyzed  in  liis 
department,  and  found  "insufficiently  medicated  to  render  them 
unsuitable  for  use  as  a  beverage."  It  is  illegal  for  the  drug- 
gist to  sell, these  "medieines"-^laS3ed  as  "compound  liquors" 
by  the  Internal  Revenue  Department — unless  he  "has  already 
paid  speeiaj  tax  aa  retail  liquor  dealer."  We  give  below,  in 
part,  the  latest  list  of  "bracers"  issued  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Internal  Revenue  Aug  23,  1912,  and  corrected  to  Oct.  23, 
which  liquor -dealer's  license  is 
eq    ce 

B  Coca  Wine. 


s  Nerve  Tonic. 


It  Tonic  Bitters, 


Dldtei'B 
Dr.  Bro 
Dr.  Brown's  Tonic  BltCei's. 
Dr.  BiMivlcr'a  Buchii  Gin. 
rir.  Bergelf  R  Mngen  Bltlera. 
Dr.  Fowler's  Meat  and  Malt. 
Dr.  Grays  Tonic  Bitters. 
Dr.  liortfnbnch  fltomach  Bltte 
Dr.  Hopkins'  Union  Stomach 

Blttera, 
Dr.  Hoffman'n  Goldt-n  Bitters 
nr.  llnttlnRpr's  Bitters.. 
-      "  crki'B  Ohio  BittPr 


B 

be 

Dr!  Sheraan-H  Peruvian."' 

and  RfStematlzer. 

B 

Dr.  Worme'a  Gesundhcit 

B 

Dozler's  Apple  Blttrrs. 
(rake's  Plantation  Bitter 

B  od 

iHcro's  Allmentflry  EIlili 

B 

f- 

Duffy's  MHlt  Whiskey. 
Ellilr  of  Bitter  Wlin>. 

B 

Ellilr  ofCallsnya. 

B 
B 

Rllilr  ot  Callsaya  Bark. 

-TucDlypliis  Cordial. 

iurekn  Stomach  Bitters. 
K.  Z.  Laxative  Bitters. 
Fnmoiis  Wplner  BItlprs. 

& 

'' 

Kernct-Cacllsl  Fernet  Bll 
Ferro-Chlna  Basra  I. 

)rd'B  Cherrv 

■erro-Thlntt  Bernn, 

Cllttord's  Penivli 

nn  Elislr, 

Cinchona  Bitters 

^riTo-Chlna-Blotto.  ' 

,  Google 


Ferro-Cblna  Carliil  Toali' 

Un. 
Ferro-l'hlna-CKro  BLttcrs. 
FFrro-Chlna-ColumWa. 
Fcrro-Cbira  SI  Carlo. 
Ferro-I'blsn  Ideal 
Ferro-Cbiba-Salus. 
Pprro-ChlDa  Tito  Manllo. 
Ftrro-Chlna  Unlvpraale, 


FlnaBavorn. 

Fine  Old  Bitter  Wlm-. 

Folger's  AiMmatlc  Bitlcn, 

Fort  Henry  Ginger  CompouDi:. 

Oaalropohan. 

Uentlan  BLIters. 

QenulneBotiemlaD  Mailed  Elder 

Germaala  Herb.  Root  and  Fruit 

Tonic  Blilpps. 
German  Stomach  Bitters. 
Olngcr  Tonle. 
Glneenif  Cordial. 
Glrffeffne  Tonic 

Graham'8  Brand  Orange  Bitters, 
Green's  Chill  Tonio. 
Grelner'B  Blackberry  Cordial 
Gross    Broe,'    Blood    and    LJier 

tlarrlson's  Quinine  Tonic. 

Health  Bitters. 

Herb  Bitters. 

Herbton. 

Heublelo's  Calleaya  Bitters. 

Hop  Bitters. 

Hotke  Vino  Bitter  wine. 

Indian  Slomacb  Bl tiers. 

I.  X.  I^  Sllters. 

Jack  Pot  Illative  Bitter  Tonlo. 

.Tack's  Indian  Took, 

Jaffe's  Intrinsic  Tonic 

lerome'a  DandeJIon  Stomach  Bit- 


UcCortlaon's  ComnoUDd  of 

Golden  Seal- 
Mela  Multa. 

Ueilcaa  Stomaeh  Bltlera 
Mikado  Wine  Tonic. 
MilbnrD's  Kola  and  Celery   Blt- 

MlllerBrand  Bllters. 

Mlod  Honey  Wlae. 
N'ature'9      Remcdv     /or     Kidnev 
Troubles  and  Blood  FolsoDlng. 

NewlonVNullitiTC  Ellllr 

Novak 'a  Stomach  Ellilr. 

Oberm oiler's  Bllters. 

O'llares  Bltlera. 

Old  Dr.  Jacques  Stomach  Btltcrs, 

Old  Dr.  Scroggln's  Bitters. 

Orange  Bit  (era. 

Our  GlDRer  Brandy. 

Oiart  Stomach  Bitters. 

Pale  Orange  Bitters. 


Pans 


a  Bitter 


Teter  Paul  Stomach  Bltlem. 
Pevcband's  Bitter  Wine  Cordial. 
Pllsener  Bitter  Wine. 


Quinquina  Dobonnet. 

Rei  Ginger. 

Rei  Ginger  and  Brandy  Tonic, 

"""'"-* 's  Stomach  Bitters, 


Royal  P  p  I 
Royal  r  p  1 
Saraslna  S 


Juniper  Kidney  Core. 
Knhn's  Iron  and  Malt  Whiskey. 
KarJe's  German  Stomach  Bllters. 
Kartabader  Stomach  Bitters. 


Kola  and  Celery  Bllters. 

Kreuzbereer  a  Stomach  Bitters. 
Krummc!  s  Bonekamp  Maag  Blt- 


airena  Tonic. 

Smart  Weed, 

Smith's  Bittern, 

Smith's  Vltalljlnj:  Bitters. 

atetnkonlE'a  Stomach  Blltera. 


Sure  Thin?  Tonic, 
Tokay  Quinine  Iron  Wins 


r*kko  Stomach  Bitters. 

I>>mon  Ginger. 

Liyerinc. 

I.Hti  Stomach  Bitters. 

Lyon's  Stomach  Blltera. 

Magador  Bltlerg. 

Mngen  Bllters. 

Mark's  Famous  Stomach  Bitters. 


VIga  Bitters, 
Vin  de  Mlchi 
Vin  Marianl. 
Vino.Kolafra 


.i,)(.)^lc 
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Wamcr'B  StomacU  Bilters,  Wine  ot  Chenstohow. 

WelA's  A  No.  1  Tonic.  Wine  oC  Pomelo  with  Beef  and 

Westphalia  Stomai'li  Hitlers.  Iron. 

White  Cross  Bitters.  Woodbury  Brand  Bitters. 

Whitf's  DTsneosIa  Itrmedv.  Kemnn'fi  Medielnal  Bitter  Wine, 

Zl^n'g  Stomaeb  Bitters. 

Zie-Zae. 


BSOMIDIA 

From  the  nnme  of  tliia  preparation  one  niiglit  imagine — and 
ia  likely  to  imagine — tliot  tlie  essential  drug  is  a  bromid. 
Tlie  following  formula  sliows  tliat  such  is  not  the  case; 

Cliloral    hydrate 15       grains 

rotBaaium    hromld    : ...  15       groins 

lilt,  cannahla  Indica   U  grain 

Ext.     hyoscyamus ^   grain 

Assuming  that  tliis  represents  the  composition  of  the  prep* 
aration,  it  is  quite  evident  that  the  essential  drug  in  the 
mixture  is  chloral  hjdrate.  The  following  matter  whieli 
appeared  in  The  Joubnal  A.  M.  A.,  April  21,  1900,  illustrates 
the  danger  of  using  ^uch  a  preparation: 

Dr.  Horatio  C.  Wood,  Jr.,  Philadelphia,  writes: 

"One  of  the  deleterious  results  of  using  proprietary  mixtures 
even  when  the  formula  ia  known  ia  that  the  physician  gets  in 
the  habit  of  thinking  of  the  mixture  as  a  remedial  entity, 
instead  of  a  combination  of  active  ingredients,  and  is  thereby 
led  to  use  this  combination  in  caaes  in  which  he  would  have 
avoided  the  individual  druga  making  up  the  mixture.  The  fol- 
lowing item  ia  taken  from  the  Philadelphia  Evening  Telegraph, 
February  13,  and  alao  appeared  in  eeveral  New  York  papers; 
it  preaches  an  eloquent  but  pathetic  sermon  on  this  aubj'ect: 

Wltliln  an  honr  after  his  father,  a  Brooklyn  phyaician,  ha  a 
givea  birn  a  dose  of  bramld,  II.  G.  P.,  a  prodlgul  son.  died  yesterday 
at  bis  father's  home  in  Brooklyn.  Two  years  ago,  when  he  appeared 
to  have  sown  hia  wild  oata.  the  father  made  him  super  la  tendent  of 
his  country  place,  near  Grants  Mills,  Delaware  County,  A  week 
ago  Ihe  aon  left  bia  place,  and  at  1  o'clock  yesterday  morning: 
•ppeaced  at  bla  father's  Brooklyn  home.  He  was  nervous,  and  at 
9  a:  m.  begged  far  a  Eedative. 

"I  presi;rH>ed  the  usual  quantity  of  bromldia,"  the  young  man's 
father  told  a  reporter.  "He  was  weak  and  had  suffered  from  weak 
beort  and  kidney  trouble  for  some  time." 

._   .. —  '-.ter  the  father  found  the  son  dying  and  administered 


"In  an  article  published  in  The  Joubhal,  June  10,  1905,  page 
1836,  I  quoted  in  regard  to  bromldia  the  remarkable  statement 
of  the  manufacturers  that  it  is  "the  safest  hypnotic  known," 
and  questioned  how  the  addition  of  potassium  bromid  and 
tincture  of  hyoacyamus  could  overcome  the  depressant  action 
of  the  chloral,  which  is  the  active  ingredient  of  this  nostrum. 
If  the  physician  had  thought  6!  his  bromldia  as  a  aolution  of 
chloral  rather  than  as  a  solution  of  bromid  he  probably  would 
have  hesitated  before  uaing  it  in  an  alcoholic  caae." 


yoKTitrnii 


Fraak  II.  TerklDB.  ■  ncwEpaper  reporter  of  rijmouth,  Uses. 
was  found  dead  Id  b  roaoi  In  a  hotel  In  Augueta,  SancUf.  The 
coroner  stnled  tbat  doath  v/aa  due  to  bromldla  poiaonlDK.  bui 
wbetber  the  drug  was  lakea  accldentallr  or  with  lulcldal  Intent 
la  a  tnalter  of  conjecture.  I'erklna  was  a  newspaper  corresponaent 
[Q  riTmoulh  for  22  yeare.  lie  left  a  few  weeks  ago  to  accept  ■ 
position  on  the  city  desk  of  the  Kebnel>ec  Journal,  While  a  resident 
oC  I'lvmoulb,  he  was  correspondent  for  a  number  of  Boston  papera, 
and  In  recent  years  was  connected  with  the  rivmouth  Ot/terier. 
lie  was  an  years  old  and  unmarried.  II  Is  understood  that  tila 
nearest  surrlvlng  relative  Is  an  auht  In  Ulddleboro. 

The  above  item  was  sent  to  Dr.  0.  C.  S.  Daviea,  Augusta, 
witli  a  request  that  he  send  ua  a  more  complete  report  of 
the  case.  In  hia  reply  Dr.  Davics  stated  that  Mr.  Perkins 
liad  at  one  time  been  an  inmate  of  an  inebriates'  home  and 
that  lie  had  gone  to  Augusta  to  do  newspaper  work,  bat  had 
been  unable  to  hold  the  position  because  of  his  condition.  Dr. 
DavicB  in  Ms  letter,  says:  "Wben  the  body  was  found,  there 
were  eleven  one-ounce  bromidia  bottles  about  the  room  or  on 
liis  person.  Nine  were  entirely  empty  and  tlie  other  two  were 
about  lialf  full.  None  of  these  bottles  indicated  that  ttiej  had 
been  purchased  on  a  physician's  prescription,  only  the  drug- 
gist's label  marked  'broiHidia'  being  on  flieni." 

CATARRH  AKD  COLD  CUBES 

In  continuing  its  investigation  of  secret  remedies,  the 
British  Medital  Journal  (Oct.  24,  1908)  taltes  up  "catarrh  and 
cold  cures,"  giving  analyses  of  Dr.  line's  Catarrh  and  Cold 
Cure,  Van  Vleck's  Catarrh  Balm,  Dr.  Mackenzie's  "One  Day" 
Cold  Cure,  Keene's  "One  Night"  Cold  Cure,  Munyon's  Catarrh 
Tablets,  Munyon's  Special  Catarrh  Cure,  and  Birley'a  A'nti- 
Cntarrh. 

Dr.  Lane's  Catarrh  Cure 

Dr.  Lane's  Catarrh  Cure  turns  out  to  be  a  dilute  solution 
(0.4  per  cent.)  of  phenol  (carbolic  acid)  and  common  salt  (3.3 
per  cent.)  in  water.  The  preparation  on  which  the  Keene 
company  guarantees  the  breaking  up  ol  any  "ordinary"  cold 
in  one  night  is  said  to  consist  of  "Cascara,  Bromid,  Quinin, 
Ipecac,  Camphor,  Bryonia."  The  analyst  was  unable  to  find 
any  indication  of  bromid,  camphor,  cascara  or  ipecac,  tvliile  the 
quinin  turned  out  to  be  a  trace  of  impurity  in  tlie  cinclionin 
present,  but  he  did  find  acetanilid  in  very  appreciable  quan- 
tities. 

Munyon's  Special  Catarrh  Cute 

JIunyon's  Special  Catarrh  Cure  consisted  of  sugar,  which 
had  possibly  been  medicated  with  a  tincture  containing  infiU' 
itesimal  quantities  of  medicinal  agents.  Tlie  usual  dispropor- 
tion between  cost  and  retail  priec  is  maintained  in  these' as  in 
other  secret  remedies. 

Editorially  tlic  British  Uedical  Journal  takes  up  these 
"catarrh  cures"  as  examples  of  the  methods  of  tlie  nostrum 
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makers  and  botea  how  the  Beriouanesa  and  evil  consequences 
of  the  disease  are  exaggerated,  quoting  the  statement  from 
the  advertisement  of  one  of  the  articles  tliat  "it  is  estimated 
that  over  20,000  people  died  in  the  United  Kingdom  last  year 
of  consumption  caused  by  catarrh."  "The  remedy  put  for- 
ward for  this  malignant  disease  ia  shown,"  says  our  con- 
temporary, "to  consist  of  a  solution  of  a  pinch  of  common 
salt  with  a  trace  of  carbolic  acid,  the  actual  coat  of  the 
quantity  aoid  for  a  shilling  [24  ceats]  being  one-thirtieth  of 
a  farthing  [1/00  of  a  cent]."  The  British  Medical  JouTaal 
concludes:  "So  long  as  quack  and  Becrct  nostrums  enjoy  their 
present  immunity  from  legal  contrq],  the  only  way  to  educate 
the  public  out  of  the  practice  of  resorting  to  their  employ- 
ment appears  to  be  persistent  exposure  of  their  useless  or 
'  harmful  nature.  The  public,  or  that  part  of  it  which  plumes 
itself  on  its  knowingness,  is  perhaps  disposed  .to  assume  that 
the  opinions  of  medical  men  on  tlie  subject  are  biased,  but 
accurate  statements  of  the  r^al  composition  of  particular  nos- 
trums can  hardly  fail  to  carry  weight,  even  with  tlie  most 
auspicious."      (From  The  Journnl  A.  it.  A.,  Feb.  6,  1909. 

CHICHESTER'S    DIAMOND   BRAND   PILLS 

A  preparation  known  as  "Chichester's  Diamond  Brand  Pills" 
is,  and  has  been  for  years,  extensively  advertised  in  news- 
papers, drug  journals,  etc.  While  in  these  advertisements  noth- 
ing is  said  regarding  the  therapeutic  uses  of  the  preparation, 
the  public  to  a  large  extent,  knows  it  and  buys  it  as  an  ahortj- 
facient  remedy.  This  is  shown  by  letters  which  The  Joubnal 
receives  of  which  the  following  is  an  example: 

"If  it  is  possible  would  j'ou  kindly  give  me  the  insredients 
of  Chichester's  Diamond  Brand  Pills!  They  are  sola  to  pro- 
duce abortion  and  are  guaranteed  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  the  serial  number  being  ISG7. 

A  trade  package,  "large  size,"  of  Qiich  ester's  Diamond 
Brand  Pills  was  purchased  on  the  open  market  and  examined 
with  especial  reference  to  the  presence  of  commonly  reputed 
abortitacient  drugs.  The  pills  were  put  up  in  a  small  tin 
box,  "elegantly  and  artistically  decorated  in  red,  black  and 
gold," — "air,  dust  and  moisture-proof,  with  hinged  lid,"  on 
which  is  printed: 

"Distributed    by   Chichester   Chemical    Co." 

The  package  contained  twenty  pills  nnd  considerable  adver- 
tising matter,  wrappings,  etc.  Attention  ia  called  to  some  of 
the  statements  in  a  booklet  contained  in  the  package  entitled : 

"Kellef    (or    I-adlcs.      Directions   for    Use   of    CMchestcr-a   Diamond 
Brand  fills." 
"To  Our  Old  CustomcrH, 
"CUHoge  of  Namp. 
.    "Our   llcmedy   was   formerly   called   Tblchealer's   EnKlIah   Penny- 
royal Pllla.'  but  on  account  of  ut '-    -  '-'-- "-'  ----- 

Ihe  name  of  'pennyroyal'  our  rei 


,  ^'.i,)(.)^lc 


"Trpatment  ma;  bv  bpsiin  at  Bny  time.  allbotiRh  in  sodi»  Instaoc-^ 
tb>'  pills  are  more  eftecllve  ir  lakrn  tbout  the  iTgnlar  time  for  tth 
nii'Dntrual  flow.  As  a  rule,  bowrvvr.  It  Is  [ooDd  Ibal  morp  HatU- 
fui'tury  resiitig  ari?  secureil  by  bcftlnnidg-  trpalmcni:  at  onw  and  coo- 
llnuJDg  It  UDtll  tlic  pills  give  relli-t." 

Only  one  Bmoll  page  each  is  devoUd  to  "Amenorrhea,'" 
"DyHiiivnoirliea"  and  "Directions,''  the  remainder  U  taken  up 
with  tc«timoiiials,  cautions  to  "Take  no  otiier,"  "Refuse  jOl 
Otlierg,"  "Ueware  of  imitations,"  etc. 


The  aggregate  tfeigbt  of  the  pilU  contained  in  the  package 
amounted  to  8.7903  gm..  or  about  U.44  gm.  for  each  pill.  The 
pills,  v'ben  deprived  of  their  coatings,  \reigh  about  0.2GOO 
gm.  (4  grains)  each,  this  coating  constituting  nearly  hall 
tlieir  original  weight.  The  coatings  consist  essentially  of 
calcium  carbonate,  although  a  nmall  quantity  of  sugar  is 
present. 


kPt.    {Ily  cuurU«u  at  Ihe  Voi 

I)y  the  usual  testa  the  presence  of  some  preparation  of 
nioes  and  at  ferrous  sulphate  was  demonstrated.  Teats  for 
the  presence  of  black  hellebore,  tansy,  pennyroyal,  savin  and 
certain  other  reputed  abort  if  nclents  resulted,  in  each  case, 
negatively.  Ergot  or  its  prepnrations  could  not  be  detected. 
Wliile  the  identification  of  mixed  plant  extracts,  especiaUy 
those  which  contain  constitv.ents  not  readily  isolated,  ia  a 
matter  of  great  difficulty  and  is  oft^n  impossible,  it  would 
a]ipear,  from  the  examination,  that  the  chief  medicinal  con- 
stituents of  tlie  pills  are  aloes  and  iron  sulphate,  the  latter 
ingredient  being  present  to  the  extent  of  about  %  graii'  to 
each  pill.  The  statement  of  the  manufacturer  that  the  pill* 
nre  sugar  coated  is  acareely  warranted  by  the'  facta.  The 
change  of  name  from  "Ch idlest cr's  English  Pennyroyal  Pills" 
to  one  in  which  the  word  "Pennyroyal"  does  not  occur  is  Big- 
nidcant  in  view  of  the  fact  that  no  pennyroyal  could  be 
found  in  the  pilla.  Under  the  Food  ami  Drugs  Act  it  would 
he  illegal  to  sell  as  "Pennyroyal  Pilla."  pilla  that  did  not 
contain  tlmt  constituent. 
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A  pneknge  of  tliese  pills  retnils  for  $2,  or  at  the  rate  of  10 
cents  for  each  pitl.  An  examination  of  the  price  lists  of  several 
large  manufacturera  of  pharmaceuticals  reveals  that  pills 
very  nearly  corresponding  to  tlie  above  may  be  bought  in. 
quantities  for  about  22  cents  per  hundred.  The  prntits  in 
retailing  at  $10  per  hundred  ought  to  be  aatisfying  even  to 
the  most  avaricious. 

"The  above  calls  attention  to  a  vicious  state  of  affairs — the 
. selling  to  tlie  public  of  drugs  of  reputed  abortifacient  proper- 
ties. We  believe  there  is  not  a  statu  in  the  Union  wliicli  lias 
not  adopted  laws  against  it,  but  in  spite  of  this,  these  prepar- 
ations, in  thin  disguise,  are  shamelessly  advertised  in  news- 
papers and  as  ahamelcaaly  and  boldly  aold  over  'the  counters 
of  many  drug  stores.  Wliile  it  is  true  tliat  many  of  tliese 
nostrums  are  merely  fraudulent,  ratlier  than  dangerous,  yet 
not  a  few  contain  potent  and— for  the  purpose  for  which  sold 
—villainous  drugs. 


Photographic  rpprodnctlons  (rcducfd) 
cbcslcr  Pills  before  and  after  the  pns^ase  ot  the  Pood  and  DruRs 
Act.  The  Aeaoclallon  rhcmlsta  touDd  no  pcnnrrofsl  In  these  pills 
and  under  the  pure  food  law  It  would  be  illeijBl  to  call  them 
"rennfrofal  Pills."     Was  thla  rrsponelblc  for  tbi  change  In  DomcT 

"As  shown  by  our  cliemiats.  Chichester's  Diamond  Brand  Pills 
seem  to  be  simply  the  old  aloc^  and  iron  sulphate  pills  with 
slight  modification.  While  these  pills  were  sold  originally  as 
"pennyroyal"  pills,  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  which  forbids 
lying  on  labels,  has  apparently  compelled  the  manufacturers 
to  omit  the  word  "pennyroyal." 

.  "Since  it  is  well  known  that  there  is  no  drug  or  combination 
of  drugs  which,  taken  by  the  mouth,  will  with  certainty  pro- 
duce abortion,  it  is  not  probable,  to  judge  from  the  constituents 
found  in  these  pills,  that  they  would  produce  the  result  desired 
by  the  purchaser.  Kevertheless,  the  use  of  this  noatrum  is 
pernicious  and  jn  the  interest  of  public  health  and  public 
morals  its  sale,  and  the  sale  of  similar  nostrums,  should  be 
prohibited.  (IV-  A.  Puckner  and  L.  E.  Worren  t'n  The  Journal 
A.  M.  A.,  Hay  27,  tOll.) 

L,.. Gdo^Ic 


CHOLBSOL 

Cliolrnil  U  Mill)  In  tlir  public  in  little  tnrttil  boxes  b8  the 
.  "Gmt  Diarrhea  Speciflc."  It  was  originally  sold,  only  to 
physicians  under  the  nBine  of  "Ent^ronol."  When  Srst  put  on 
tlie  market  it  vaa  advertised  under  a  fake  foTmuIs.  It  was 
claimed  that  its  marvelous  virtues  ae  "the  greatest  enteric  anti- 
septic and  ftermicide  ever  known  to  medical  science"  were  dne 
to  a  mysterious  Himalayan  plant.  Analysis  showed  its  chief 
constituent  to  be  common  alum,  while  investigation  indicated 
that  the  mysterious  plant  was  a  figment  of  the  imagination. 
Later  the  enterprising  manufacturers  added  opium  to  their 
preparation. 

In  a  second  article  on  tiie  subject,  The  Journal  showed  that 
advertising  contracts  for  this  nostrum  were  being  offered  to 
medical  journals  on  condition  that  payment  should  be  either 
in  the  "preferred  stock"  of  the  Enteronol  Company  or  in 
Enteronol  itself:  A  number  of  medical  joumEils,  apparently, 
were  willing  to  accept  the  advertiaements  on  this  basis. 


ciploited  respectivelj  to  the  medtcai  proteBSlon  and  to  the  public. 
As  "Knteronol"  it  Is  "flilvertised  to  the  proCesflion  only"  bb  the 
"srealest  enteric  antiseptic  and  'Kcrmlclde  ever  known  to  medical 
fclence:"  as  "Choletol  the  great  diarrhea  speclBc"  It  goes  to  the 
public. 

The  stuff  is  still  being  exploited  to  physicians  as 
Enteronol,  and  the  same  testimonials  which  the  concern  re- 
ceived about  Enteronol  have  been  slightly  "worked  over"  U> 
suit  the  public  and  to  apply  to  CholeroL 


CUTICUBA  RESOLVENT 
In  the  Investigation  of  secret  remedies  the  Britiah  Medioat 
Journal  (April  18,  lOOS),  takes  up  the  nostrums  adverljaed  to 
the  British  public  for  the  treatment  of  skin  diseases.  Among 
these  the  Cuticura  remedies  which  are  prepared  by  the  Potter 
Drug  and  Chemical  Corporation,  Boston,  and  are  widely  sold 
in  America,  are  of  special  interest.  The  advertisements  recom- 
mend these  preparations  for  a  variety  of  skin  affections  and 
imply  their  special  value  in  syphilis.  The  remedies  conrfst  of 
the  cuticura  soap,  ointment  and  an  internal  remedy  known  as 
Cuticura  Resolvent.  The  last  named  preparation  is  said  to  be 
alterative,  antiseptic,  tonic,  digestive,  and  aperient,  and  is 
recommended  for  purifying  the  system  of  humors  of  the  sldni 


Bcalp,  and  blood,  with  loss  of  hair.  It  is  to  be  given  in  a  dose 
of  two  tenspoonfula  for  adults  three  tines  ft  day.  Analysis 
showed  the  composition  of  the  mixture  to  be: 

Potssslum  lodld   IT  grains 

Sngar  aod  glucose 486  grains 

EitractlTE    S  grains 

Ali^oliol    10  tluldcams 

Water  sutBdeDt  to  make e^  fluldouncea 

In  this  preparation,  which  is  sold  for  60  cents  for  6% 
ounces,  no  alkaloidal  substance  was  present;  tJie  extractive 
gave  a  slight  indication  of  the  presence  of  n  preparation  of 
rhubarb;  all  otlicr  drugs  with  well-marked  cliaracters  were 
absent.  It  is  a  good  illustration  of  the  power  of  advertising 
and  the  faitli  of  tlie  credulous  public  that  less  than  a  grain  of 
potassium  iodid  at  a  dose  is  believed  to  produce  elTects  when 
pven  in  a  secret  nostrum  which  cannot  be  attained  by  the 
usual  ftiethods  of  treatment.  (From  The  Journal  A.  if.  A., 
May  23,  1908.) 

EN-AB-CO  OIL 

Before  the  passage  of  the  Federal  Food  and  Dmgs  Act  the 
most  inaidiouslv  dangerous  poisons  toutd  be  sold  to  tlie  pnblio 
in  the  form  of  patent  meditines  without  the  slightest  warn 
ing  or  indication  of  their  deadlv  character  The  passage  of 
that  act  made  it  obiigatorv  on  the  'patent  medicine  venders 
to  diBclose  the  prp  ence  of  certain  specified  drugs  if  sucl 
entered  into  the  composition  of  their  nostrums  The  number 
of  drugs  nhose  presence  inu'>t  thus  be  declared  is  ^malt  Some 
of  the  most  virulent  poisons  need  not  be  specified  and  their 
presence  can  be  hid  len  in  a  patent  meduine  uith  impunity 
Strjchnin  arsenic  and  prussie  acid  are  but  three  of  a  large 
number  of  dangerous  drugs  nhose  presence  it  is  not  neces 
sarj   to  declare  and  which  mav  enter  into  the  composition  of 

patent  medicines  without  any  warning  being  giien  to  the 
purchaser 

Inquiries  ha\e  been  received  concerning  the  composition  of 
a  nostrum  knonn  as  En  Ar  Co  Oil  manufactured  by  the 
National  Remedv  Co  New  \ork  The  label  on  the  bottle  of 
this  preparation  states  that     tl  e  popular  En  Kx  Lo  Oi]     was 

known  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  as  the  wonderful  Japanese 
Oil  It    IS    further    stated    that      this    stile    label    [was] 

adopted  to  meet  requirements  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  One 
wonders  wlietber  the  exploiters  of  En  4.r  Co  Oil  found  it 
necessary  after  the  pa-snge  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  to 
discard  the  name  Japanese  Oil  because  it  is  not  a  Japanese 
oil  The  pure  food  law  wliile  permitting  falsehoods  itgarding 
the  euratiie  effects  of  nostrums  prohibits  untruths  regarding 
the  place  of  origin 

Accompani  mg  the  package  of  En  Ar  Co  Oil  is  a  circular 
in  which  it  IS  stated  concerning  the  nostrum  i 


5»a  yosTBVus 

"A  mpcilcine  that  Is  cquallT  «ln.hle  fn 
■amethinK  ouUlde  the  iPDerar 
or  all  clasBfit  accord iDRTy," 

■We  do  Dot  claim  U  to  be  IntBlllblp.  or  to  cure  eyerythlnB,  bat 
we  do  b«!iove  Ibat  It  comv>  nearer  to  accoiDpllsblnf  all  this  tbao 
auf  other   known   remedy ;   [or  proof  of  this  read   lUt  af  diaeasea. 

Crlnted  hereon,  which  It  relleyes  and  the  testlmoDlals  pul>llsbed 
ere  and  el<ie where." 

The  list  of  diaeasps  referred  to  is  large  enough  to  make  the 
most  gullible  feel  that  lie  is  getting  liis  money's  worth.  Such 
widely  different  pathologic  conditions  in  human  beings  as 
asthma,  ''toe  itch,"  fever  aorea,  rlieumatism  and  inseet  bites 
are  said  to  yield  to  the  curative  power  of  En^Ar-Co  Oil,  while 
in  the  lower  animaU,  hog  cholera,  spavin,  distemper  and  roup 
may  be  made  to  diaappear.  From  tlie  testimonials,  it  appears 
that  lockjaw  and  snake  bite  also  are  eaaily  concjuered  by  this 
wonderful  remedy.    Most  important  of  all ; 

■'En-Ar-Co  Oil  la  also  eiecllont  for  maklnR  heng  \aj." 
An  original  package  of  En.Ar-Co  Oil  wa^  submitted  bj  one 
of  the  correspondents  and  wna  e.iamined  by  the  AsaocJatJon's 
chemists  who  reported  as  follows; 

LABOKATORT    BEPOBT 

Qualitative  teats  demonstrated  the  presence  of  ethyl  alcohol, 
iso-amyl  alcohol  (the  chief  constituent  of  "fusel  oil"),  capsi- 
cum and  a  volatile  oil  of  a  greenish  color  and  eucalyptus-like 
odor  but  which  was  not  identified.  Neither  cantharides  nor 
ginger  could  be  found  and  alkaloids  were  absent.  While  no 
exact  separations  were  made  it  is  concluded  that  about  90 
per  cent,  of  the  preparation  consists  of  "fuael  oil." 

From  the  results  of  this  cursory  examination  it  appears  that 
a  mixture  of  "fusel  oil"  and  tincture  of  capsicum  with  a  little 
oil  of  eucalyptus  added  would  have  properties  similar  to 
those  of  tho  "Wonderful  Japanese  Oil." 

Iso.amyl  alcohol  is,  according  to  different  investigators,  from 
ten  to  twenty  times  as  poisonous  as  ethyl  (grain)  alcohol. 
A  number  of  serious  and  some  fatal  cases  of  poisoning  from  the 
use  of  "fusel  oil"  have  been  reported.  If  it  be  remembered 
that  the  extraordinarily  poisonous  and  irritating  properties  of 
freshly  distilled  liquors  are  largely  due  to  the  small  quantities 
(usually  less  than  1  part  in  1,000)  of  "fusel  oil"  which  they 
contain  it  can  be  seen  that  a  iQ.drop  dose  of  this  mixture 
(about  fl  drops  of  which  are  "fusel  oil")  might  be  distinctly 
poisonous  to  an  adult.  "Fusel  oil"  Is  not  employed  in  the 
rational  practice  of  medicine  although  it  is  said  to  have  been 
iised  occasionally  by  the  ignorant  as  a  local  application  for 
,  rheumatism.  Its  employment  in  a  "patent  medicine"  is  con- 
trary to  the  general  rule  that  nostrums  usually  contain  only 
well-known  remedies. 

Whatever  the  value  of  such  a  concoction  for  relieving  "toe 
itch"  or  for  "making  hens  lay"  may  be.  Its  use  by  human 
beings  us  an  internal  remedy  cannot  be  too  strongly  con- 
demned and  its  sale  without  a  poison  label  should  be  pro- 
liibited. 
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FLOWEKS  OF  OXZOIH 
Harriet  Meta  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  advertiaea  extengtvely  ber 
"marvelous  diipovery  for  removing  wrinkles."  In  tlie  New  York 
World  almanac,  1012,  we  read  that  "arrangements  liave  been 
made  with  Mile.  Meta  to  furnish  free  information"  to  all  its 
readers  regarding  this  wonderful  wrinkle  eradicator.  Those 
who  write  to  Harriet  Meta  receive  a  form  letter  from  the 
To-Kalon  Manufacturing  Co.,  who  claim  to  be  the  proprietors 
of  the  Harriet  Meta  syat^m.  The  letter,  which  is  signed 
Harriet  Meta,  says  that  the  recipient  is  being  aent  "absolutely 
free  my  83  formula  for  making  my  wonderful  skin  and  com- 
plexion beautiflers  known  as  'Milk  of  Roses,"  The  "formula" 
is  of  tlie  "prescription  fake"  type  and  calla  for  rose  water, 
tincture  of  benzoin  and  "flowers  of  oxzoin."  The  (loiters  of 
oxzoin  is  the  joker;  that  is  to  say  it  is  a  "patent  medicine" 
sold  by  the  To-Kalon  concern.  Flowers  of  oizoin  have  been 
analyiied  by  the  state. chemists  of  Kansas  and  North  Dakota. 
The  North  Dakota  report  gives  the  following  analysis; 

Zinc  Olid  .■. 15.6% 

Glycerin 16.7* 

Rose  water 67.7% 

This  combination  is  said  not  only  to  remove  wrinkles  but 
also  to  remove  "pimples,  blotches,  blackheads,  sunburn  and 
tan."  It  is  also  said  to  be  "unsurpassed  for  the  treatment 
of  eczema  and  other  skin  diseases."  It  is  hardly  necessary 
to  soy  that  the  stuff  is  sold  under  fraudulent  claims  and  by 
disreputable  methods.  {From  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  April  13. 
1913.) 

GOOD    WOBE    IN    NORTH    DAKOTA 

We  have  at  different  times  commended  the  work  of  Prof. 
E.  F.  Ladd,  Food  and  Drug  Commissioner  of  North  Dakota. 
The  Bulletin  issued  by  the  North  Dakota  Agricultural  Experi- 
ment Station  is  looked  forward  to  each  month  because  it 
always  contains  information  of  definite  and  positive  value  to 
the  public — and,  incidentally,  to  the  medical  profession.  North 
Dakota  is  one  of  the  few  states  that  enforce  their  food  and 
drug'  laws  fearlessly.  There  is  nothing  "mealy-mouthed" 
abont  the  bulletins  regarding  infractions  of  the  food  and  dru^ 
law;  no  glittering  or  innocuous  generalities  but  statements  of 
fact  dealt  straight  from  the  shoulder  with  the  one  object  in 
view  of  protecting  the  public.  The  November  Bulletin,  besides 
containing  the  names  of  a  number  of  food  products  that  have 
been  examined  by  the  state  authorities,  also  has  some  analyses 
of  widely  advertised  nostrums.    Here  are  some  of  them: 

Toria  Compound 

This  nostrum,  put  out  by  the  Globe  Medical  Company,  Clii- 

cago,  comes  under  the  "prescription  fake"  class.     That  is  to 

L,. Cdo^Ic 
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say,  it  ia  advt-rtiaed  as  one  of  tlie  ingredients  in  an  apparently 
bona-fide  prescription  that  is  recommended  for  the  treatment 
of  rheumatism.  Tlie  preaeription  calls  for  1  ounce  of  compound 
sarsaparilia,  ^  ounce  of  whiskey  and  1  ounce  of  Toris  Com- 
pound. The  results  of  an  analysis  of  the  nostrum  were  given 
as  follows: 

Sucar 74.1  per  cent. 

Sodium  salicyrnte    1^.8  [>er  cent. 

IJaltpctec  Ipulasalum  nitrntcj 10.0  per  cent. 

This  means  that  the  individual  who  pays  50  cents  for  an 
ounce  of  Toris  Compound  gets  '/^  of  an -ounce  of  sodium 
salicylate,  '/a  of  an  ounce  of  saltpeter  and  %,  of  an  ounce  of 
sugar — a  mixture  which  would  eoat  about  1  cent. 

Di.  Greene'a  Improved  Compoond  of  SatsapaTilla 
This  nostrum  ia  one  of  the  cure-alt  type  and  ie  put  out  by 
the  V.  R.  Greene  Jledicine  Company,  Chicago.  It  ia  "guaran- 
teed to  cure"  about  forty  diseases  and  is  aaid  to  be  a  purely 
vegetable  product.  As  a  result  of  an  examination  of  this 
nostrum,  the  analyst  reported: 

'Thia .  preparation  has  more  of  the  characteristics  of 
a  weak  aqueous  Infusion  of  gentian  than  we  should 
expect  to  find  in  a  concentrated  preparation  of  sarsapa- 
rilla.  The  total  extractive  is  very  low  and  about  37  per 
cent,  of  thia  is  in  the  form  of  dextroae." 

In  commenting  on  the  findings  of  the  chemists,  Prof.  Ladd 
characterized  this  nostrum  as  follows:  "The  writer  cannot 
do  other  than  class  the  sample  which  was  examined  in  this 
laboratory  as  strictly  of  the  fake  class,  the  sale  of  which 
product  is  illegal  in  North  Uukota.  The  claims  made  for  this 
product  are  absurd,  misleading  and  false.  It  does  not  contain 
the  products  which  are  purported  to  be  present  in  suOtcient 
quantity  so  that  tliey  may  even  be  detected.  Instead  of  con- 
taining .00015  percent,  of  formaldehyd,  it  contains  0.36  per 
cent.,  and  instead  of  containing  approximately  15  per  cent, 
of  alcohol  it  contains  but  a  small  fraction  of  1  per  cent,; 
and  the  iuiormation  eonveyeJ  with  this  product  bears  all  the 
earmarks  of  a.  fake  preparation." 

Pape's  Cold  Compound 
Tliia  nostrum  is  extensively  advertised  by  the  "reading 
notice"  method.  That  is  to  say,  the  advertisements  are  not 
set  in  display  but  are  run  as. news  matter.  The  assertion 
is  made  that  the  compoinid  is  the  result  of  three  years' 
research  which  cost  $50,000  and  much  stress  is  laid  on  the 
fact  that  it  contains  no  tjuinin.  It  is  called  a  "harmless" 
compound  and  the  statement  is  made  that  "there  is  jio  other 
medicine  made  anywhere  else  in  the  world  which  will  cure 
your  cold  or  end  grippe  misery  na  promptly"  as  will  Pape's 
fold  Compound.     This  wonderful  r>0,000,  'harmless"  mixture 
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was  analyzed  and  found  to  contain,  as  the  tliree  essential  con- 
stituents, acetanilid,  plienolphthalein  (a  putative)  and  ordin- 
ary sugar.'  According  to  the  state  chemists  the  composition 
of  each  tablet  of  Pape'a  Cold  Compound  is  essentially  as 
follows : 

Acetanilid   1.6  ere. 

I^enolplitlialeln   1.8  grs. 

Sugar    8.0  grs. 

From  this  we  see  that  the  claim  that  it  is  harmless  and  the 
further  claim  that  it  will  cure  a  cold  are  both  fraudulent. 

Calocide  Compound 
This  preparation  is  made  by  the  Medical  Formula  Company, 

Chicago.  Calocide  is  advertised  as  the  "quickest  and  surest 
cure  known  for  corns,  callouses,  bunions,  frost  bites,  sweaty 
and  aching  feet"  and  is  designated  as  ''a  remarkable  home 
treatment  for  all  foot  troubles."  Analyzed  by  the  state  chem- 
ists, it  was  found  to  be  a  first  cousin  to  a  similar  nostrum — 
Tiz — exposed  in  The  Jovb?4AL,  December  2.  The  results  of 
the  examination  were  as  follows : 

IJorai    13.5  per  cent. 

Salt '. 24.0  per  cent. 

Alum   38.0  per  cent. 

Tannic  ucld  0.1  per  cent. 

Eilert's  Extract  of  Tar  and  Wild  Cherry 

This  nostrum,  which  contains  15  per  cent,  alcohol,  is  put 
out  by  the  Emmert  Proprietary  Company,  Chicago,  as  a  "sure 
cure  for  consumption,  asthma,"  etc.  Some  other  assertions 
that  appear  on  the  carton  are; 

"Cures  cQDSumiitloD,  catarrh,  bconchltla,  asthma,  coughs,  colds, 
Bpltting  of  blood,  pains  la  breast  and  aide," 

■■Belief  will  be  found  In  Eilert's  Eitract  of  Tar  and  Wild  Cherry 
even  In  advanced  elages  of  thia  dlscrase  (consumption]  and  a  posi- 
tive cure  Is  almost  certain  in  the  Incipient  stage." 

While  these  lying  assertions  are  not  forbidden  under  the 
federal  Food  and  Drugs  4ct  (thanks  to  the  Supreme  Courts 
decision  on  the  subject ),  they  are  forbidden  under  the  North 
Dakota  Drug  Law  which  declares  a  medicine  misbraniled  if  it 
bear  any  design  which  shall  deceive  or  tend  to  deceive  " 

Analysis  Indiiated  that  this  preparation  was  esse  lit)  ally 
a  syrup  tontaining  extract  of  tar  and  wild  cherry  and  gljcjr 
rbiza  (hconce)  with  slight  amounts  of  potassium,  sodium  and 
iron  as  chlonda,  sulphates  and  phosphates  To  sell  a  \er} 
ordinarv  cough  mixture  as  a  cure  for  one  of  the  most  dcill\ 
diseases  known  is  a  piece  of  commercial  heartlessness  as  cruel 
as  it  IS  mendacious 

Bed  Haven 

Tins  widely  ad^erti'Pd  aperient  unter  put  out  by  the  Ited 
Bft\en  corporation  of  Harnerville  Pa  is  recommended  for 
"chronic  constipation,  dispepsia    liicr  ind  stomach  disorders. 


.oogic 


congestion,  obesity  and  gall-stones."  Analysis  of  the  water 
disclosed  the  fallowing  solids  in  each  100  c.c. : 


The  abuse  of  saline  cathartics  is  so  wide-spread  and  fraught 
vitii  such  serious  results  that  the  public  cannot  be  warned 
too  often  on  this  point.  It  is  pcirfectly  evident  from  the 
analyses  of  this  and  various  other  so-called  aperient  waters 
that  tliey  panttess  no  other  properties  than  those  common  to 
saline  purgatives.— UVom  The  Journal  i.  M.  A.,  Dec.  23,  1911.) 

HAHLIN'S   WIZARD   OIL 
Several  alleged  formulas  for  this  nostrum  have  been  pub- 
lished.    They  agree  in  all  minor  details.     The  following  from 
Hies'  "Thesaurus  of  Proprietary  Preparations"  is  an  example; 

Spirit  o(  ramphor 1  Buidouoce. 

8|ririt  of  ammania 4  fiuldrams. 

Cbloroform    4  Suldrams. 

Oil  of  sassafras 4  Suldrams. 

Oil  ot  efoves 2  auidrams, 

on  o(  tui'penllne 4  flaJdramB. 

Alcobol,  enougli  to  make 5  Suldouncea. 

The  probability  is  that  the  formula  changes  from  time  to 
time.  A  thousand  variations  in  the  combination  of  camphor, 
ammonia,  c^iloroform,  oil  of  turpentine  and  alcohol  can  be 
made^in eluding  addition,  subtraction  and  multiplication — and 
liniments  will  result. 

HEALTH  GKAmS 

One  of  the  unique  fakea  examined  in  the  Association  labora- 
tory is  a  conglomeration,  sold  under  the  name  of  "Health 
Grains,"  manufactured  by  "The  Health  Grains  Co.,  West- 
chester, New  York  City." 

The  preparation  is  offered  as  "A  remedy  for  Dyspepsia,  Indi- 
gestion, Nervousness,  etc."  It  is  sold  in  round  tin  boxes,  each 
wrapped  in  a  circular  bearing  the  name  of  the  maker  and  the 
place  of  mtvuufacturc.  It  is  guaranteed  "that  the  contents  of 
this  package  complies  with  the  requirements  of  the  Pure 
Food  and  Drugs  Act."  Inside  the  box  is  a  small  sheet  of 
"directions"   giving   the   following   advice: 

"Do  not  chew  or  grind  Health  Grains  between  the  teeth,  bnt  rail 
tbem  around  slowly  until  the;  have  become  saturated  with  saliva, 
then  bwallow  tbem." 

"One  scant  tenspoonful  constitutes  a  dose.  Take  one  or  two 
doses  atler  a  light  meal,  two  or  tbree  after  a  heavjr  meal.  Doses 
should  be  taken  separatelv.  If  your  stomach  keeps  yon  from  slee[>- 
Ing,  take  from  one  to  three  doses. 

"Do  not  oveFect.     Avoid  eating  what  you  knows  disagrees  wltb 

The  grains  have  the  appearance  of  coarse  sand  covered  with 
a  sticky  substance.    They   are  odorless  and  when  first  taken 
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into  the  mouth  are  bwppi  in  taste.  When  ground  between  the 
teeth  tlie;  exhibit  unmistakable  signs  of  tiardness.  Chemical 
Bnaljsie  demonstrated  that  the  nostrum  contained  87.60  per 
cent,  of  coarse  quartz  sand  and  12.50  per  cent,  of  soluble  mat- 
ter. The  aolunle  matter  was  found  to  be  rock  candy  and  sf  rup. 
The  presence  of  heavy  metals,  iodiila,bromids,  alkaloids  or  acids 
could  not  be  demonstrated.  Health  Grains,  therefore,  appear 
to  be  nothing  more  then  ordinary  sand  mixed  with  a  little 
rock  candy  and  syrup,  showing  an  originality  of  composition, 
surpassed  only  by  the  credulity  of  the  consumers  of  such  a 
(■'ram  The-  Journal  A.   M.  A.,  Jan.  30,  1909.) 


HYOHEI 


catarrh,   couglis,   asthma, 


Hyomei  is  "guaranteed  to  < 
colds,  croup  and  sore  throat."  It  is  also  said  to  cure  "al 
breathing  troubles  including  early  consumption.''  Hyomei  i 
an  oily  liquid,  a  few  drops  of  which  are  applied  to  a  piece  o 


tlsements  -of  Hyomei. 

gauze  nnd  tbe  gauze  placed  in  a  hard  rubber  "inhaler"  which  is 
sold  with  the  no^^tiuni.  To  "cure"  diseases  of  the  nasal  cavity 
one  end  of  the  inlialer  is  applied  to  the  nostril  i  to 
"cure"  diseases,  of  the  throat  and  lungs  the  other  end  of  the 
inhaler  is  placed  in  the  mouth.  The  chemists  of  the  British 
Medical  Association  analyzed  this  humbug  and  reported  that 
ft  had  essentially  the  following  composition: 

ON  of  pusalj-ptus 80  per  cent. 

.VIpoboi    10  per  cent. 

Liquid  paratBa 10  per  cent. 

There  was  olso  a  trace,  apparently,  of  erer^ote  in  the  mlK- 
ture.  Of  course,  this  mixture  never  cured  anything,  unless  it 
was  impecunioslty  in  its  exploiter.  {from  The  Journal 
A.  M.  A.,  June  8^  1912.) 
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It  has  been  frequently  pointed  out  that  most  nostrums 
roiitain  well-known  productn  as  their  essential  constituentn. 
These  are  often  disguised  under  fanciful  names  and  sold 
under  e.itravn'gant  rlaims  and  at  exorbitant  prices.  As  exam- 
ples may  be  mentioned : 

Cane  sugar  for  curing  tuberculosis  (Hydrocine.  OleoEone, 
Oxydase). 

Milk  sugar  for  hny  fever  {Plantoiioe). 

Epsom  salt  for  "softening  the  akin"   (Sparmax). 

Boric  acid  for  deodoriiing  purposes  (Aroolin  deodorant 
powder). 

About  eighteen  months  ago  the  attention  of  Tns  Joub:cai. 
was  called  to  a  preparation  called  "Jaroma,"  marketed  by 
the  Jaroma  Company  of  New  York  City,  and  advertised  to 
physicians  as  a  HperiHc  for  sleeplessness.  The  general  tone  of 
the  reading  matter  indicated  that  Jaroma  probably  belonged  to 
the  same  clnss'of  humbugs  as  Oleozone  and  Plantoxine.  As 
the  efforts  of  the  promoters  at  that  time  appeared  to  be 
devoted  more  assiduously  to  the  sale  of  Jaroma  Company  stock 
than  to  the  e.vploitation  of  the  remedy,  it  was  not  considered 
worth  while  to  make  an  analysis  of  the  preparation.  Recently. 
however,  an  advertising  campaign  for  the  sale  of  the  remedy 
has  been  inaugurated  both  in  the  lay  and  to  a  limited  degree 
in  the  medical  pres^.  A  quarter-page  advertiaement  lias  been 
appearing  in  medical  journals  often  supplemented  by  a 
"reader"  which  still  further  sets  forth  the  supposed  merits 
of  the  nostrum.  In  the  advertisements  in  the  daily  paperii 
the  assertion  is  made  that  Jaroma  is  indorsed  by  the  medical 
profession  and  in  support  of  this,  parts  of  the  ''reading 
notices"  from  the  medical  journals  are  quoted.  Once  more 
then  we  have  the  edifying  spectacle  of  medical  journals  lend- 
ing their  pages  to  the  explaitation  of  a  fraudulent  "patent 
medicine"  and  aiding  and  abetting  in  humbugging  the  public. 

Qualitative  tests  demonstrated  that  the  medicinal  portion 
of  the  Inbicts  consists  of  asafctida.  calcium  sulphate  (gypsum) 
and  powdered  capsicum,  the  greater  proportion  consisting  cf 
the  tn'o   former   ingredients. 

Thus  according  to  the  chemists'  report  this  "new  vegetable 
hypnotic"  and  ■"special  nerve  food"  is,  essentially,  asofetida. 
Alliiougli  in  rational  medicine  no  hypnotic  powers  are  claimed 
for  this  drug  it  is  often  prescribed  in  certain  forms  of  hys- 
teria, while  as  a  condiment,  it  has  been  known  and  used  from 
prehistoric  times.  Therefore,  the  only  new  thing  about  the 
stulT  is  its  name  and  the  fraudulent  use  to  which  asafetida  is 
put.  Jaroma  is  onother  of  those  nostrums  which  are  used 
to  humbug  lioth  the  public  and  the  medical  profession.  (Jfodt- 
tied  from  The  Jovrnni  A.  M.  A.,  Srpt.  2.  19ir.) 
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HESCOLIZED  WAX 
■■Mercoliipd  Wnx"  is  sold  by  tlic  snine  coiiccrn  that  «xploiU 
Saxolite.  It  also  liplon^iH  to  tlic  "iirpwriptioii  fake''  type  of 
nostrum.  It  U  aivcTti'^  "to  remove  the  thin  veil  of  dead 
cuticle  and  lenve  the  skin  dry,  clpnr  and  liefiutiful."  It  was 
nnnly^ed  by  the  cbemi»its  of  the  Knnsna  State  Roard  of  Henltli, 
who  reported  that  it  containrd: 


Ointmcnl  hnBc    (pelrolHtiim  Hnil  paraffln). 
The  stuff  14  a  caiiKlic  poixon  and  in  tlie  interest  of  the  publie 
lafety  the  Ian-  should  rpijuire  that  it  he  labeled  as  such. 


HUHYOirS  FILE  OINTHBHT 

The  inTeBtigation  bj  the  British  Medical  Journal  (Julj  11, 
1908)  of  the  nostruniB  most  extensively  advertised  for  piles 
shows  tliat  the  maiiufacturera  rely  either  on  local  applicationa, 
internal  remedies  or  both.  The  local  remedies  generally  con- 
tain an  emollient  base,  but  few  ingredients  of  active  proper- 
ties. One  contained  calomel,  zinc  oxid,  phenol,  beeswax  and 
soft  paraffin,  and  another  lead  acetate,  creosote,  resinoid  sub- 
stance, Tegetahlc  tissue,  Iiard  parnHin  and  oil  of  tlieobroma. 
The  former  preparation  is  used  as  an  ointment,  the  latter  as 
cupposi  tones. 

The  preparation  of  the  greatest  interest  to  us  is  Munyon's 
Kle  Ointment.  The  label  states:  "Munyon's  Pile  Ointment 
permanently  cures  all  forms  of  piles  or  hemorrhoids  and 
Immediately  relieres  pain,  burning,  itching  and  distress  at  the 
outlet  of  tlic  bowels.'' 

According  to  the  Rrilhh  Mnlifnl  Jnurnal:  "Analysis 
.showed  the  ointment  to  consist  of  soft  paraHin.  with  a  trace 
of  iehthyol  sufficient  to  ^ive  a  slight  odor,  but  not  enough  to 
affect  the  appearance  of  the  ointment.  Experiments  showed 
that  0.2  per  cent,  or  over  of  iehthyol  appreciably  darkens  the 
color  of  soft  paralUn,  and  it  appears,  therefore,  that  less  titan 
this  proportion  is  prcseiit.  Estimated  cost  of  one  ounce  of 
the  ointment,  one  farthing"  (half  a  cent).  Its  price  in  Eng- 
land is  one  shilling  (24  cents!  a  package.  iFiom  The  Journal 
.1.  !U.  .1.,  Krpt.  I>.  ino.1.) 


HURIHE  EYE  REMEDY 

To  be  all  things  to  all  men  is  the  alpha  and  omega  of  suc- 
cessful advertising.  An  address  to  Bowery  toughs  in  terms 
of  Cliesterfieldiaii  elegance  not  only  would  tail  to  carry  con- 
viction, but  might  lend  to  moh  violence  on  the  part  of  tlie 
audience.  This  principle,  which  Is  recogni7.ed  by  all  astute 
idvertisers.  is  beautifutlv  exemplified  in  what  follows.  . 
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Murine  Eye  Kemedy  is  an  "eye  lotion"  advertieed  in  street 
Para,  on  bill  boards  and  fences  and  in  the  daily  preaa.  During 
tlie  Chicago  session  of  the  American  Medical  AHHociation  the 
promotera  of  tliis  nottrum  conceived  the  idea  that  It  might 
as  well  work  the  medical  profesBion  in  a  way  that  has  become 
clasaie  among  certain  manufacturers.  The  following  appeared 
in  Chicago  newspapers: 


To  lead  the  public  to  infer  that  this  company  had  an  exhibit 
at  the  American  Medical  Association  meeting  was  a  master- 
stroke of  advertising  mendacity.  The  fact  that  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  laity  has  confidence  in  physicians  is  recognized 
by  the  Murine  Eye  Remedy  Company  in  its  advertising  to  the 
general  public,  and  the  approval  which  physicians  are  alleged 
to  accord  their  preparation  is  enlarged  on. 

To  those  unstable  individuals,  however,  who  embrace  tLa 
various  'pathies  and  'isms,  and  to  whom  a  decent  medical  man 
is  a  bite  noire,  this  company  appeals  through  the  various  freak 
publications  which  pander  to  this  class.  In  one  of  the  best 
known  of  this  type  of  periodicals  is  a  three-quarter  page  ad- 
vertisement of  Murine — tlie  balance  of  the  page  being  taken  up 
with  quotations  from  Ernst  Renan  on  religion,  Wordsworth  on 
nature  and  Swcdenhorg  on  love.  The  antimedical  faddists  are 
told  that  "a  group  of  business  and  professional  men  in  Chi- 
cago recently  banded  together  to  give  an  ailing  public  an  eye 
lotion  that  will  further  the  Interests  of  humanity."  How  this 
altruistic  spirit  does  pervade  the  "patent  medicine"  fraternity! 
Everything  is  done  for  "humanity" — providing  "humanity" 
will  pay  the  bill!  "Of  course."  continue  our  eye  remedy 
friends,  "many  of  the  Learned  Guessers  object  to  this  lotion, 
saying  'things'  about  it  whenever  they  get  the  chance — that's 
natural."  Perfectly!  "So  let  the  Learned  Guessers  howl — to 
howl  is  an  M.D.'s  privilege." 

WHAT   MURINE  WAa— AND    19 
Before' the  advent  of   that  potent  influence  for  commerdal 
veracity,  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  the  carton  in  which  this 
"eye  water"  was  sold  read  as  follows; 
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MURINE 

A 

POSITIVE  CURE 

FOB    80BE    EYES, 

lED,    INFLA-MED   AND 

ITCBIKO 

LIDS 

Since  that  law  has  berame  operative  and  a  lying  label  tiaa 
become  illegal  InBtead  of  merely  immoral,  tlie  carton  bears 
this  legend: 


MURINE 

4  RELIABLE  RELIEF 

F0B8OBEE 

YES,    BED,    INIXAMED    AMD    ITCHIBG   LIDS 

In  the  pamphlet  which  accompanies  each  bottle  of  the  prep- 
aration,' we  are  told  that  Murine  is  "compounded  by  Eye  Spe- 
cialists who  have  used  it  successfully  in  their  private  practice 
as  Oculists  for  over  twenty  years."  "Murine  is  Indicated  in 
Cases  of  Weak  Eyes,  Inflamed  Eyes,  Tired  Eyes,  Strained 
Eyes,  Children's  Eyes,  Itching  Eyes,  Blurring  Eyes,  Red  Eyes" 
and  numerous  other  kinds  of  eyes — In  fact,  Murine  is  "a 
Favorite  Lotion  for  those  who  wear  Artificial  Eyes." 

One  is  carried  back  to  that  delightful  character  of  Mark 
Twain's,  "Colonel  Sellers,"  who  was  about  to  put  on  the  mar- 
ket his  "Infallible,  Imperial,  Oriental  Optic  Liniment,  and  Sal- 
vation for  Sore  Eyes — the  Medical  Wonder  of  the  Age!  Small 
bottles  fifty  cents,  large  ones  a  dollar." 

The  composition  of  such  a  unique  and  universal  remedy  for 
all  the  ills  the  eye  is  heir  to  will  naturally  interest  physicians. 
Analyses  made  in  the  Chemical  Laboratory  of  the  American 
.  Medical  Association  gave  the  following  results; 


Murine  as  found  on  the  market  to-day  is  an  amber-colored 
liquid,  practically  odorless,  having  a  slightly  bitter  taste,  and 
giving  an  alkaline  reaction  to  litmus.  From  the  examination 
we  conclude  that  Murine  Is  essentially  an  aqueous  solution  of 
borax  (2.6  gm,  per  100  c.c.  or  12  grains  to  the  fiuid  ounce), 
containing  a  trace  of  berl>erin  or  some  golden  seal  preparation. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Murine  is  variable  in  compo- 
sition. A  sample  examined  Nov.  30,  1907,  contained  a  car- 
bonate and  responded  to  alkaloidat'  tests  very  feebly;  while 
the  product  to-day  contains  no  carbonate  and  shows  definite 
traces  of  alltaloids. 

One  wonders  to  what  extent  the  therapeutic  action  of 
Murine  is  due  to  the  price  charged  for  it.  If  instead  of  pay- 
ing 81.00  an  ounce — the  price  charged— the  public  could  buy 
it  for  5  cents  a  gallon — the  estimated  cost — would  the  re- 
moval of  such  a  potent  psychic  infiuence  have  any  effect  on 
the  virtues  of  the  preparation?  The  question  is  not  one  to  be 
lightly  disposed  of  or  settled  oiT-hand. 

-^oiwlc 
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In  all  seriouBneas,  liowever,  tlie  law  which  peimiU  men 
engaged  in  such  a  business  to  continue  the  practice  of  med- 
icine HceOB  lamentably  weal;.  It  would  eeein  that  the  med- 
ical prote>sioii,  if  not  fnr  its  own  Kclf-rfsppcl.  »t  least  for  the 
protoctiim  of  the  jmlilio.  sliouUI  have  some  nieiuis  of  making 
clear  to  that  public  flie  difTerence  between  ethical  practitioners 
of  medicine  and  those,  nlio.  posing  as  such,  conduct  a  business 
whose  success  lies  In  humbugging  and  deluding  the  ioDocent. 


I'batQgraiiblc  rcprodiid lun  (much  rpduccd)  o(  same  of  tbe 
ornate  dlplonius  IssiK'd  by  llii'  ci|>li)1tcrs  of  Muiini'.  As  Ibe 
"collese''  cntalogiie  xtutcK.  most  of  (tici'c  dlplomns  "tramo  hand- 
somely 28x2M  Int-bcs."  While  IIHb  in  a  colleiic  of  "olologi."  It  will 
be  noticed  Hint  on  dPitrec  of  "(ellow."  "bucLti'lor."  "doctor."  ot 
■■mnsler"  ot  "Otolusy  Ix  Rrnnted.  IVIiy  Ihc'  liistltmloD  Is  c.Hlcd  a 
college  of  otology  it  Is  bard  10  gncBS — possibly  because  II  sounda 

Wl'll. 

ITS   PBOMOTtlBS   AND  THEIR  "COLLEGE" 

The  president  of  the  JlurJnc  E,ve  Remedy  Company  is  James 
B.  McFatrich,  M.S.,  W.D.,  on  eclectic  physician  of  Chicago; 
the  treasurer  is  George  W.  IfcFatricli,  M.D.,  also  an  eclectic 
practicing  in  Cliicago.  0.  F,  Hnll  is  the  secretary.  TliesB  three 
men  ore  also  said  to  he  llio  directors  of  the  company.  The 
McFatricIis  are  the  originjitors  nnd  practical  owners  of  the 

In  addition  to  tlicir  "pnteut. medicine"  intcrpatfi,  the  SIcFat- 
richfl  are,  respectively,  tlio  president  iiriil  secreturv  of  a  school 
of  speclacle  fitters  rejoicing  in  tlie  sonorous  title  of  the 
"Xortliern    Illinois   College    of   Ophthalmology    and    Otology." 


UlSCELLAXEOUti    XOaTJtillS 


Fbllov  or  Opticb  Bachelob  op  Ophtiuluoloqi 

BACHELOR   OF   OnICa  MlSTEK   OF  Op  I  IT!  [ALU  O]  JIG  V 

DucTOt  UF  Omcs  DucTon  op  Ofutiiat.moi^cv 

IIONOPAUV    Ul^aBEE 

Tlie  diplomas  isniied  are,  it  ia  neeitleas  to  say,  most  ornate, 
and  ors  well  calculated  to  inspire  tlie  mere  "lajmaii"  with  a 
healtb;  reapect  for  tbe  erudition  of  tlieir  poBSesBors.  As  tlie 
"college"  catalogue  atatea,  moat  of  llie  diplomaa  "frame  hand- 
so  me  I  y  28  x  2S  incliea." 


rhotogi'Bphlc  re  prod  lie  I  Ion  Ircdnrpdl  of  onf  of  llii-  pagfa 
from  tbe  calalojtue  oF  tbu  "NonborD  Illinois  College  of  Oiihlhnl- 
mology  and  Olology."  While  thU  ■■college"  apparently  does  not 
leacb  either  ophthalmology  or  otology  It  does  lench  spectacle  (IHIiig 
— asd  Incidentally  seems  to  be  used  to  eiptolt  the  "Infolllblc.  Inipc- 
rlal,  Oriental,  Opilc  Liniment  and  Salvation  for  Sore  liyea" — 
Murine. 

Why  the  term  "otology"  ia  added  to  the  title  of  tlie  "col- 
lege" has  not  yet  been  determined.  So  far  aa  can  be  learned, 
the  eye  is  the  only  organ  which  is  even  aiipposed  to  be 
studied.  Possibly  "otoloj;;"  is  thrown  i:i  for  f-oatl  mpiisiire. 
Incidentally,  we  would  suggest  that  as  fitting  of  glnsses  is 
taught  instead  of  ophthalmology,  the  latter  term  would  aeem 
to  constitute  miabranding — but,  then,  the  Food  and  Druga  Act 
doesn't  apply   here. 

The  catalogue  is  profusely  ilhistrnleil  with  reproiluctions  of 
the  diplomas,  and  full-page  hnlf-tones  of  the  "profcfsors" 
and  of  the  clnsa-roonis.  The  pictures  kIioiv  large  advertise- 
ments of  "Murine"  on  the  walls  of  tbe  cIaHS-room»,  the  general 
office  being  particularly  well  supplied  with  Ihcse  works  of  nrt. 
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Tlie  "rollcgc"  itself  is  hardly  as  imposing  as  its  name 
might  indicate.  Tlie  illustrated  cover  of  the  catalogue  and 
the  catalogue  itself  convey  the  impression  that  the  "Northern 
Illinois  College—",  etc.,  is  located  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  one 
of  the  largest  o[1it;e  buildings  in  Cliieago.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
it  is  on  the  third  floor  of  an  old  building  in  the  wiiolcsale 
grocery  district,  and  the  Murine  Eye  Bemcdy  Company  occu- 
pies tliG  same  floor.  The  "college,"  in  fact,  appears  to  be  a 
sort  of  annex  to  the  "patent- medicine"  concern.  The  only  ap- 
parent connection  between  the  college  and  the  Masonic  Temple 
is  ihat  its  "President  and  Profeaaor  of  the  Principles  of  Oph- 
tlialmology  and  Otologj-"— James  B.  McFatrich,  M.S.,  M.D.— 
and  its  "Secretary  and  Professor  of  Clinical  and  Didaetic  ' 
Ophthalmology  and  Otology" — fieorge  W.  McFatrich,  M.D. — 
have  their  offices  in  the  tatter  building. 

These  gentlemen  evidently  believe  that  not  only  "to  howl 
is  an  M.D.'s  privilege."  but  also  that  to  commercialize  £he  ^o- 
,  fession  of  medicine  is  equally  his  privilege.  Whether  selUng 
a  "course"  in  optics  with  a  "diploma"  thrown  in  for  $25.00, 
or  dispensing  Murine  Eye  Kemedy  at  $1.00  an  ounce,  or  treat- 
ing patients  professionally — all  is  grist  to  their  mill. 

And  the  public!  Well,  P.  T.  Barnum  is  authority  for  the 
statement  that  it  likea  to  be  humbugged.  The  danger  in  the 
indiscriminate  use  of  this  eye  water  is  probably  a  negatire 
one  in  most  cases.  It  may,  however,  by  lulling  the  patient 
into  a  false  sense  of  security,  and  by  causing  him  to  tem- 
])Orize.  be  a  very  real  one.  This  is  realized  when  we  see  its 
use  recommended  in  ophthalmia  neonatorum  and  other  con- 
ditions equally  serious.  But  "the  law  allows  it,"  and,  tte  our 
old  friend  Colonel  Sellers  remarked,  "Tliere's  millions  in  it." 
{From  The  Journal  A.  H.  A.,  Nov.  7,  1908.) 


ODOL 
A  correspondent  asks  for  the  formula  of  "Odol,"  a  some- 
what extensive  English  toothwash.  It  is  advertised  to  an 
enormous  extent  in  Great  Britain,  but  has  not  as  yet  been 
given  any  great  degree  of  publicity  in  this  country.  It  has 
been  claimed  that  the  preparation  is  a  by-product  of  the  salol 
factories,  though  this  has  boeii  denied.  Formulas  representing 
the  results  of  various  analyses  have  appeared  in  German 
pharmaceutical  journals,  and  the  following,  byAufrecht,  is 
from  Hager's  Handluch  der  PharmacevtiBchet  Prawis,  Ergftn- 
zungsbnnd,  Ed.  1908. 

Alcohol    SB.OO  per  cent. 

Water    8.00  per  cent. 

Menthol    : 2.O0  per  cent. 

Baccbarln    0.05  per  cent. 

Peppermint  oil OS  per  cent. 

Cloie  oil    0.10  per  cent. 

Salol-like   subBtnnce    0.05  per  cent. 

(From  The  Jouriinl  A.  il.  A.,  Sept.  2i,  1910.) 
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OXIEH  TABLETS 

In  a.  report  of  the  work  done  bj  the  German  gOTerament 
At  tbe  iiiaUtut«  for  the  examination  of  foods  and  drugB, 
recently  publishod  in  the  Berichte  der  Deutschen  I'harma- 
eeutucken  QetelUcJiaft,  1907,  page.  270,  it  ia  stated  tliat  Oxie» 
tablets  were  found  to  be  a  mixture  of  milk  sugar,  cane  augar, 
oorn  starch,  oil  of  aaaaafra«,  oil  of  wintergreen  and  a  bitter 
principle.  Tlie  tablets  were  colored  red  with  eoain.  (From 
The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  Oct.  12,  1907.) 


PELLAGKACIDE  AND  EZ-Z-BA 
.  It  seems  to  be  a  recognized  rule  of  quacks  and  nostrum 
manufacturers  that  the  more  hopeless  the  disease  the  more 
worthless  and  the  more  expensive  should  be  the  treatment 
or  the  drug  ofFered  to  the  afflicted.  This,  of  course,  is  simply 
reducing  human  Buffering  to  a  commercial  basis:  the  greater 
the  suffering,  both  physical  and  mental,  the  more  willing  is 
the  unfortunate  victim  to  sacriflce  everything  on  the  promisi: 
of  relief;  the  more  hopeless  the  disease,  the  less  object  has 
the  quack  or  nostrum  manufacturer  in  going  to  unnecessary 
expense;  where  all  drugs  are  worthless  the  cheapest  will  he 
:UBed.  This  law  has  long  been  recognized  in  the  case  of 
cancer  and  tuberculosis  "cures";  olive  oil  is  considered  sulTi- 
cient  for  the  former  and  flavored  sugar  for  the  latter. 

The  law  of  the  quack  and  the  nostrum  faker  is  apparently 
finding  application  in  the  case  of  pellagra,  a  disease  whiph  is 
recognized  as  being  very  prevalent  in  the. United  States,  espe- 
cially in  the  South.  The  mystery  smrrounding  the  causation 
of  this  disease  and  the  practical  uselcssness  of  moat  remedies 
has'  already  attracted  both  the  cranks,  who  (let  us  be  char- 
itable) believe  they  have  found  remedies  of  value  (especially 
for  their  pocket  books),  and  the  typical   nostrum   manufac- 

The  Jovbnal  has  received  several  requests  for  information 
concerning  some  of  these  pellagra  remedies.  A  typical  letter 
is  the  following  from  a  member  of  a  state  board  of  health 
of  one  of  the  southern  states: 

"I  am  sending  you  by  express  to-day  tlie  alleged  rcnicily 
called  EZ-x-BA,  put  up  by  the  Dedmond  Remedy  Company 
as  a  cure  for  pellagra.  They  sell  this  remedy  at  $5.00.  I 
am  anxious  to  have  an  analyais  of  this  stufi'  so  that  I  may 
stop,  if  possible,  the  swindling  of  the  public  by  its  sale.  It 
has  a  large  sale  in  the  mill  villages  of  the  state,  a  class  of 
people  who  seem  to  be  the  prey  of  all  tlie  charlatans,  nuacks* 
and  swindlers  of  the  country." 

Samples  of  this  "remedy"  consisted  of  an  S-oimce  bottle 
of  a  liquid  and  of  an  envelope  containing,  in  some  cases,  75. 
in  others  34,  sugar-coated  tablets  weighing  about  2y3  grains 
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each.    Tbe  circular  accompanying  tbe  packages  contained  the 
following  statements: 

"Tble  rem«];  contalne  no  drugs,  no  ctwinicals,  or  aDylblng  tbal 

would  Injure  tile  moHl  dcLlcute  ptrsaa." 

'*NaUHeu  aad  urrvuusm'sa  uxuuJIy  [ollov  la  llvt'  to  flfte^n  dnys 
after  the  Irputmeni  bus  bi'en  started,  but  tbU  Is  no  Indication  that 
Ibe  r«mfdj  Is  gPtllaB  In  its  work. " 

"Wc  guarantee  tbe  remedj'.  It  laken  affording  to 
cure  pellagra.  II.  alter  taking  a  roasunable  utnounl 
cured,  we  will  refund  your  money. " 

More  recently  samples  of  what,  apparently,  v 
"remedy,"  but  i>earing  a  difTerent  label  were  rece 


Fezx-baI 

mmi  mml 
I     mm    i 

f  Guaranteed  by  Ded-^ 
€mond  Remedy  Com-S 
Spany,  under  the  Na-# 
^tional  Pure  Food  and  J 
f  Drugs  Act,  June  30th,  2 
Sl906. # 

S  -  For—  5 

PEUIIIiRil 

J        Prgjared  by        S 

iDEDIDIDIIEIDnCllj 

\        Belton,  S.  C.        J 


^     Price  9SM     i 


PELLAGRACIDE 

NATilRE-S  REMEDY 

Pellagra 


m  iiiiiui  pmp  MM)  ct. 

PRICE  S5.00 

The  "rellugratldo'  label. 


tablets. 

Since  the  U.  S.  Publiu  Health  Service  has  for  some  time  been 
conductiiig  a  study  of  pellagra,  inquiry  was  made  of  tiie 
hyj^ienio  Laboratory  of  this  Service  as  to  whether  these 
preparations  bad  been  examined;  the  samples  sent  to  The 
Journal  were  also  forwarded  to  the  Hygienic  Laboratory.  Dr. 
Hunt,  professor  of  pharmacology  of  this  laboratory,  writes  as 
follows : 

"Our  attention  had  already  been  called  to  tliose  allegeil 
remedies  for  pellagra  and  an  e.'ca  mi  nation  of  tliem  uhdertakeii 
in  the  division  of  pharmacology.  The  samples  received  from 
The  Joubnal  office  were  also  examined;  the  results  were  as 
follows ; 
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The  liquid  of  three  of  tlie  bottles  of  bz  :i  ba  had  the 
same  appearance  it  »a^  of  a  pale  jellouiHti  color  uith 
shglit  amounts  of  llakj  matei  lal  The  contents  of  a  fourtn 
bottle  differed  quite  markedly  from  that  of  the  others  in  that 
it  nas  of  a  niucli  detper  color  due  a%  was  subsequentlv 
found  to  the  fact  tbit  it  contained  more  than  four  times 
as  much  iron  as  the  others 

The  liquid  naa  found  on  analysis  to  consist  essentialtj  of 
an  aqueous  slightl}'  acid  solution  of  iron  aluminum  mag 
nesium  and  calcium  sulphates 

The  sample  of  the  hquid  consisted  of  tbout  12  ounces  of  i 
straw  colored  solution  similar  m  all  respects  to  ez  X  DA 
suspended  flakv  material  being  also  present 

The  resullB  )n  b<th  the  liquid  and  tablets  show  tbat  Pel 
lagracide  possetfea  essentially  the  same  composition  as  ez  \ 
BA  In  fact  the  analytical  results  fall  well  within  the  limits 
of  variation  in  (omposition  reported  aboie  e/  x  ba 


The  anahees  show  that  these  alleged  remedies  for  pellagri 
are  ol  variable  composition  and  contain  n<  substances  whicb 
could  be  reasonablj  evpetted  to  have  any  curative  value  in 
thia  disease  on  tlia  contrary  tlie\  wouU  tend  still  further 
to  impair  the  digestion  and  so  aggravate  the  condition 

A  similar  prepiration  could  be  prepared  at  a  nominal  cost 
from  the  partially  weathered  iron  bearing  minerals  occurring 
abundantly   in  the   South   by   digestion   with  dilute   sulphuric 

How  long  will  the  United  States  government  not  only  per 
mit  its  afflicted  citizens  to  be  imposed  on  in  this  manner  but 
actually  aid  the  nostrum  manufacturers  bv  permitting  the 
use  of  the  Guaranteed  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act'  in  a 
manner  to  lead  even  the  intelligent  to  believe  that  the  gov 
ernment  has  some  control  over  such  remedies  '  and  to  afford 
such  opportunities  for  the  etplgiters  of  nostrums  to  deceive 
the  public?  {Modified  from  The  Journal  A  M  A  March  3 
WIS) 

FERSPIRO 

A  physician  wrote  to  The  Joubnal;  "A  medical  friend 
wrote  a  prescription  for  one  of  his  patients  for  excessive 
sweating  of  the  feet,  the  formula  being  that  of  the  well-krown 
Tbiersche's  powder;. 

B.                                                             gm. 
Saliejilc  acid   1 1  or  gr.  xv 
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"Tlie  patient  discovered  he  riad  a  'good  thing'  and  has  placed 
it  on  the  market  under  the  eupbonioiu  name  of  'Perspiro.' 
He  sells  with  the  powder  twelve  I-grain  tablets  of  perman- 
ganate of  potash  witli  instructions  to  soak  tlie  feet  each  night 
in  hot  water  in  wliich  is  dissolved  one  of  tlie  permanganate 
tablets.  The  salicylic  acid  in  the  ]>owder  attacks  the  socks 
ao  that  they  arc  soon  full  of  holes."  (From  The  Jonmat 
A.  M.  A.,  Dei:.  2<i.  li>OS.) 

POSLAM 

A  number  of  inquiries  baving  been  received  regarding  the 
composition  of  "Poslam,"  the  preparation  was  examined  in  the 


«lN'yiwi!SEi;''wHl'LE*ITlS'l'^BlI  TO 
■HE  GREAT  REUEF  AND  llMEm  MUCH 

POSLAM  IS  SOLD  BY  ALL  DRUGGISTS  I 


I  Poalam  adTcrtlsement  will 


Association's  laboratory.  It  is  evident,  from  the  letters  re- 
ceived, that  this  nostrum  ia  widely  advertised.  As  physicians 
are  likely  to  be  questioned  by  their  patients  as  to  the  thera- 
peutic value,  or  lack  of  value  of  "Foslam,"  it  is  desirable  that 
they  should  be  in  a  position  to  express  an  intelligent  opinion 
on  the  subject. 
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EXAUHTAHon  of  the  pboduct 
The  pTCparatioQ  is  found  on  the  market  In  small  thiee- 
quarter  ounce  "trial"  tins,  and  in  5'/^  ounce  jars  bearing  the 
name  "Poslam,"  and  the  name  of  the  manuficturere,  "The 
Emei^iency  Laboratories,  32  West  Twenty-flftb  atreet.  New 
York  City,"  with  descriptive  matter,  in  vhich  it  b  stated  that 
"the  succeM  of  Poalam  in  the  care  of  eczema  and  all  kindred 
cJNn  dUeatea  Aos  been  aiaolule.    .    .    ." 

Poslam  as  examined  in  the  AsHoeiation  laboratoT}?  was 
found  to  be  a  gray  ointment  of  the  consistency  of  petrolatum 
and  possessing  an  odor  of  oil  of  tar.  Qualitative  examination 
demonstrated  the  presence  of  zinc  oxid,  sulphnr,  starch,  tar 
oil,  menthol,  salicylic  acid  and  a  fatty  base,  probably  petro- 
latum. From  the  results  of  quantitative  estimations  It  was 
concluded  that  the  composition  of  Poslam  was  essentially  aa 
follows: 

Zinc  oxld 12.01  pacts 

BQlphar  6.6T  parts 

Com  starch   22.00  parts 

Tar  oil    1S.18  parts 

SSwi  ■.■.«:::::::;:::::  i '"""'"°"'""  "■* 

FsttT  base  q.  b 100      part* 

From  the  results  of  the  analysis  it  can  be  seen  that  the 
preparation  depends  for  its  action  on  such  simple  remedies 
as  zinc  oxid,  sulphur  and  oil  of  tar.  These  have  long  been 
used  and  known  as  more  or  less  effectual  remedies  for  the 
treatment  of  skin  affections,  but  certainly  do  not  warrant 
such  claims  as  are  made  in  the  advertising  matter  sent  out 
with  poslam  stating  it  to  be  "The  newest  medical  discovery 
for  the  treatment  of  eczema  and  all  Other  skin  affections" 
and  "...  entirely  different  from  .anything  jet  used  ,  .  ." 
(W.  A.  Puckner  and  W.  8.  Hilpert  in  The  Journal  A.  M.  A., 
Map  S2,  1909.) 

RESINOL 

The  Philadelphia  branch   of  the  American   Pharmaceutical 

iiSEOciation  issued  a  pamphlet  some  two  years  ago  in  which 
the  following  appeared  relative  to  Resinol  and  similar  products ; 

"Within  recent  years  there  have  been  introduced  a  number 
of  compound  ointments  that  in  their  supposed  range  of 
therapeutic  usefulness  are  scarcely  equalled  and  certainly  not 
excelled  by  the  magic  unguents  of  the  quacks  and  charlatans 
of  continental  Europe,  who,  several  centuries  ago,  essayed  to 
cure  all  manner  of  disease  by  inunction  or  the  simple  applica- 
tion of  compound  ointments  of  secret  composition. 

"As  typical  of  this  modern  class  of  panaceas  we  may  men- 
tion Resinol.  This  preparation  is  being  widely  advertised  at 
the  present  time  in  the  daily  papers  aa  a  valuable  adjunct  to 
Resinol  Soap  in  the  treatment  of  all  kinds  and  varieties  of 
diseases  of  the  skin.    The  makers  of  this  particular  mixture. 


in  the  form  of  an  ointment,  modettl;  aaseit  tti&t  it  will  cure 
all  Bkin  diseABea,  and  is  also  'A  Specific  for  Pniritus  Ani, 
Itching  Pile*,  and  Pruritus  Vulv». "  (Prom  The  Journal 
A.  U.  A.,  Tfov.  6,  1909.) 


Reilnol  Qukkly  CurM  Ilia  and  AcAl- 

d«nts  the  Skin  U  Subject  To, 

Alio  Heal*  Wound*. 

I    find    occasion    almost   deUr   to 

recommend  Reslnol  to  some    of    jof 

friends,  and  hear  of  meat  gratlfrlnsre- 

s.     We  use  the  ointment  altOEetb- 

er  In  my  family,  and  are  never  without 

a  jar  of  It,  for  It  promptly  cures  the 

llla  and  accidents  the  sbln  la  subject 

D.'  M.  Castie,  Philadelphia.  Fa. 


PbolograpbIc  repcodiiction  of  a  Eeslnol  advertlBenieiit  In  a  touD- 
ttj  newspaper,  Reslnol  !■  suppoBed  to  be  an  "etblcal"  prepaca- 
Hen  and,  as  sucb,  to  be  advertised  out;  to  pbyalclans  In  medical 

SANITOL 

Sanitol  is  advertieed  to  contain  salitrol,  limoeine,  formol, 
Plantago  major,  mentiiol  and  spirits  of  cologne.  Different 
formulas  appear  to  liave  been  giv^n,  one  of  which  contains 
boraeic  acid  and  tlie  other  does  not.  We  have  no  positive 
information  as  to  tlie  present  composition  of  sanitol,  since 
the  composition  of  nostrums  ia  subject  to  change  without 
notice,  but  can  refer  to  au'analysis  made  some  time  ago.  This 
showed  that  it  contained  phenyl  salicylate  (aalol),  formalde- 
hyd,  menthol  and  alcohol.  Wliether  it  contained  Plantago 
major  (common  plantain)  could  not  l>c  determined,  aa  spe- 
cific teats  for  this  plant  are  unknown.  Tlie  names  "salitrol" 
anil  "limoeine"  represent  substances  wliich,  if  they  exist  at 
all,  are  known  by  those  names  only  to  the  manufacturers 
of  sanitol.  It  seems  evident  tliat  whatever  virtues  sanitol 
possesses  reside  in  tlie  formaldeliyd,  the  menthol  and  the 
alcohol.  What  virtue  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  aalol  is  uncer- 
tain.    {From  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  Aug.  6,  1910.) 

SARGOL 

Next  to  the  widely -advertised  nostrums  on  the  market  tor  the 
dure  of  obesity,  there  are  probably  no  bigger  humbugs  extant 
than  tiie  preparations  sold  aa  "flesh  builders."  Some  of  the 
latter  class  of  fakes  are  alleged  to  be  local  in  their  action — to 
build  up  the  bust  but  to  have  no  effect  on  the  rest  of  the  i>ody. 
Still  others,  of  which  Sargol  is  one,  are  sold  as  general  "flesh 
buildera."     Sargol,   which    if   we   believe    the   advertisements. 
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"makes  puny,  peevisli  people  plump  and  popular,"  ia  sold  by 
the.Sargol  Co.,  of  Binghamton,  N.  V.,  a  concern  which  is  saJd 
to  be  owned  bj  Wjlie  B.  Jones,  on  advertising  man,  and  Oliver 
C.  K-iagsley.  The  stuff  is  advertised  on  both  Bides  of  tlie 
Atlantic  and  was  recently  analyzed  by  tlie  chemists  of  the 
British  Medical  Association  who  reported  that  they  found  the 
Sargol  tablets  "to  contain  lecithin,  hypophosphitea  of  calcium, 
sodium  and  potassium,  zinc  pbosphid,  sugar,  albumin  and  insol- 
uble   protein  with   talc,   kaolin  or   some  mineral  matter,   evi- 


_    .._    ;    of    Sargol    whkh    Its    Tenders    claim 

"makes  puny,  peevish  people  plump  and  popular."  Apparently  (he 
advertleement  la  Intended  to  ronvey  (he  Idea,  tbat  If  a  woman  has  (o 
bang  onto  a  strap  in  a  street-car  because  all  tbe  seats  are  Oiled  wllh 


dently  added  as  an  CKcipient."    The  amounts  actually  reported 

Siignr   18-0  per 

Insoluble  protein  (coagulated  albumin T)    10.8  per 


hypophoapbUea..      7.T  per  c 


Zinc  phosphld 

Talc,  iiaollD.  moisture,  etc. 


The  Britith  chemistB  ^HtimBUd  that  the  cost  of  the  materiala 
for  thirty  of  these  wortliless  tablets  was  about  ^^^  cents;  the; 
are  sold  for  fl.OO. 

SARSAPASILLA 

Spring  seems  to  be  the  time  of  year  when  the  Tarioua 
sarauparilla  nostrums  are  brought  to  the  front  with  the  plea 
that  they  will  rehabilitate  or  reconstruct  the  human  iKxIy 
and  purge  it  of  all  left-over  winter  infelicities.  As  a  matter 
of  fact  sarsapaTilla  baa  no  local  action,  and  when  taken 
internally  is  practically  devoid  of  any  phyaiologic  action  what- 
ever. The  only  active  principles  that  it  possesses  are  present 
in  such  small  amount  a  as  to  be  practically  negligible.  If 
there  ia  no  physiologic  activity  to  the  drug,  nothing  that 
can  be  demonstrated,  it  certainly  has  no  unusual  value.  The 
fact  tluit  the  diHig  (if  it  deaervea  the  name)  is  almost  never 
used  alone,  that  it  is  almost  always  combined  with  aomething 
more  active  auch  as  potassium  iodid  (potash),  renders  even  a 
concealed  activity  and  value  doubtful. 

Sarsaparilla  seema  to  have  been  introduced  into  Europe, 
in  the  sixteenth  century,  as  a  treatment  for  syphilis.  It  waa 
used  for  this  disease  for  about  a  century,  ai]d  then  on  ,aceount 
of  its  supposed  worthlessness.  was'  dropped  and  more'  or  leas 
forgotten.  But  late  in  the  eighteenth  century  it  wa^  again 
brought  to  notice  and  urged  as  a  drug  of  value  in  syphilis, 
a,nd  aa  a  general  alterative  in  obscure  diseases.  -For  a  great 
many  yeai^  its  virtues  have  been  lauded  and  its  value  urged 
by  nostrum  and  patent- medicine  Arms. 

To  sliow  how  little  value  even  nostrum  venders  believe 
aaraaparilla  itself  to  have,  one  has  but  to  study  the  analysis 
of  varioua  nostrum  sarsaparilla  mixtures.  In  part  second 
of  the  1911  annual  .report  of  the  Connecticut  State  Agricult- 
ural Experiment  Station,  page  188,  occurs  the  foHowilig: 

Nine  ssmpleB  of  proprietary  compound  extracts  of  laraapsrllla 
were  aoalyzed.  According  to  the  labels  they  are  of  most  complex 
composition,  Tlie  tollowlug  drass.  according  to  the  labels  on  tbeae 
bottles,  are  Included  Id  their  preparation  ;  sarsaparilla,  yellow  dock, 
stilllngla.  biirdocli.  Ilcoilce.  snsHafiaR.  mandrake,  bucklliorn,  Benns. 
block  rahosh.  pokcroat,  wlatergrpen.  cascara  aagrada.  cincbona  btti.. 
prlclily  ash,  alcobol.  glycerin  and  lodlds  ol  potassiuio  and  Iroo. 

The  only  possible  value  of  this  combination  of  drugs  is 
the  cathartic  action  of  the  well-known  senna  and  cascara 
sagrada,  etc.,  the  tonic  action  of  the  iron,  the  appetizing 
action  of  the  cinchona,  the  very  potent  action  of  potassium 
iodid,  and  the  possible  desired  effect  of  alcohol.  It  is  seen 
that  the  sarsaparilla  is  so  overpowered  that  if  it  had  any 
action  it  could  not  be  found. 

The  Massachusetts  State  Board  of  Health,  quoted  in  this 
report,  remarks  that  the  majority  of  laymen,  while  mistakenly 
believing  sarsaparilla   to  have  therapeutic  powers,  know  that 
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it  19  harmless;  therefore  its  combination  with  an  active  drug 
like  potBBsium  iodid,  in  a  supposedly  harmless  preparation 
sold  by  druggists,  grocers  and  department  stores,  is  censurable. 
Potasaium  iodid  can  generally  do  harm  in  large  doses,  and 
may  do  harm  in  small  doses. 

The  Connecticut  report  goes  on  to  state  that  the  labels  of 
five  samples  of  these  .sarsaparilla  preparations  claimed  to 
contain  from  7  to  2T  per  cent,  of  alcohol.  One  contained  22,5 
per  cent,  of  alcohol,  although  none  was  stated  on  the  label. 
Three  samples  contained  a  large  amount  of  glycerin.  Many 
contained  sugar  in  the  form  of  molasses. 

A.  D.  S.  (American  Druggitt  SyndKate)  Sarsaparilla  Com- 
pound:— This  is  said  on  its  label  to  be  "a  preparation  ol  vege- 
table Buhstancea  that  eliminates  poison  from  blood  and  tissues. 
This  is  not  a  patent. medicine,  but  a  premium  remedy  selected 
and  warranted  by  an  association  of  12,000  qualified  druggists." 
This  "vegetable"  preparation  contained  7.5  grains  of  potas- 
sium iodid   per  fluidounce.     It   is   therefore   misbranded. 

Aper'a  Compound  Concentrated  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla:— 
This  contains  53.5  per  cent,  of  glycerin  and  no  alcohol.  This 
preparation  was  found  to  contain  3.4  grains  of  potassium 
iodid  per  fluidounce. 

Calahan's  Our  Sarsaparilla: — Claims  to  be  the  "king  of  all 
purifiers."  It  contains  5.6  grains  of  potassium  iodid  to  the 
fluidounce.     It  is  a  highly  alcoholic  preparation. 

Hood's  Compound  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla: — The  label 
states,  "contains  18  per  cent,  of  alcohol,  the  smallest  quantity 
that  will  extract  and  preserve  all  the  remedial  properties  of 
the  ingredients."  This  contained  4.4  grains  of  potassium 
iodid  per  fluidounce. 

^amieson's  Compound  Extract  .of  Sarsaparilla: — This  stufi 
contained  1.4  grains  of  potassium  iodid  per  fluidounce. 

NyaFs  Spring  Sarsaparilla  Compound; — The  label  says  tliat 
"the  cultivation  of  cheerfulness  of  mind,  purity  of  life,  and 
habits  of  cleanliness  greatly  conduce  to  aid  the  medicine  in 
the  cure  of  disease."  The  Connecticut  report  remarks  that 
"this  delightful  truism  cannot  be  contradicted."  Glycerin  in 
this  preparation  has  been  substituted  for  alcohol,  and  it  . 
claims  to  contain  4.5  grains  of  iodids  of  potassium  and  iron 
per  fluidounce.  Potassium  iodid  was  calculated  to  be  present, 
3.4  grains  per  fluidounce. 

Sayle's  Compound  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla:— Thh  was  found 
to  have  a  high  alcohol  content  and  3,4  grains  of  potassium 
iodid  per  fluidounce. 

Beteall  Sarsaparilla  Tonic: — This  contained  22.5  per  cent.  Of 
alcohol'  by  volume,  not  declared  on  the  lal*I,  It  is  therefore 
misbranded.    ft  contained  no  iodids. 

Wilson's  Compound  Sarsaparilla: — This  preparation  con- 
tains the  warning  on  its  label:  "Patients  should  cautiously 
avoid  the  use  of  beer  and  alcoholic  stimulants  even  in  small 
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(jtiantities.  which  in  diBtinirtly  calculated  to  produce  tlic  verj 
iliBeBHfs  wliicli  they  wixh  to  cure."  Sucli  advice,  says  tbe 
L'onneeticut  report,  i*  "most  refreeliiii);  when  connected  witli 
a  preparation  coiitftiiiinx  't.\  per  cent,  of  alcohol,  more  than 
i»  usually  found  iii  l>eer  it^telf."  This  preparation  contained 
no  iodida,  but  over  half  of  its  very  liigh  solida  consists  of 
motaBses. 

It  is  extremely  improbable  that  there  ia  any  therapeutic 
value  in  earH«pari1la.  or  tliat  there  is  any  indication  whatso- 
over  in  medicine  for  the  use  of  sarsapariMa  as  a  medicament. 
{Vodilied  from  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  May  -}.  I91S.) 


SAZOLITE 
Saxolite  is  a  "wrinkle  eradicator"  sold  under  the  prescrip- 
tion fa  tie  method.  It  is  said  to  be  manufactured  by  the. 
Dearborn  Manufacturing  Company,  Chicago.  Ajlvertiaementa, 
published  to  simulate  reading  matter,  recommend  the  pur- 
chase of  one-half  pint  of  ivitch  hazel  and  one  pound  of 
powdered  Saxolite.  These  are  to  be  mixed  and,  if  we  are  to 
believe  the  exploiters — which  we  are  not — will  not  only  eradi- 
cate wrinkles  but  will  remove  double  cbin  and  baggy  cheeks 
Saxolite  was  analyzed  by  the  state  chemists  of  Kansas,  who 
report  that  it  has  the  following  composition: 

Alum B2% 

Epsom  satla 48% 

The  actual  effect  ot  this  mixture  is  to  cause  a  temporary 
"tiglitening"  of  tlie  skin  that  will  be  followed  by  a  more  pro- 
nounced "bagginess."  This,  makes  the  nostrum  a.  good 
"repeater,''  an  element  that  is  essential  to  the  continued  sale 
of  fraudulent  preparations  of  this  kind,  {From  The  Journal 
A.  M.  A.,  April  13,  1912.) 


TAHSAH  MINERAL  WATER 

"Pliysiciana  are  being  solicited  by  mail  to  buy  stock  in  The 
Tansan  Mineral  Water  Company,  'an  investment  opportunity 
of  unique  possibilities,'  shares  one  dollar  each.  The  promoter 
is  CJ.  C.  C.  Howard,  'Eastern  Manager  and  Selling  Agent,' 
1G2C  Spruce  Street,  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Howard  a'voids  a  large 
part  of  the  expenses  common  to  promoters  of  bis  kind,  by 
distributing  sonic  of  his  literature  postage  free  under  the 
frank  of  the  Hon.  Boies  Penrosci  Senator  Penrose's  Iwme  is 
pretty  close  to  1020  Spruce  Street;  nevertheless  we  are  sure 
ids  faults,  which  arp  many  and  bi^.  do  not  include  this  sort 
ot  petty  advantage  of  liis  Senatorial  privilege." — JInrk  Sul- 
livan ill  Collier's,     il-rom  flic  Journal  .1.  .V.  ,(-,  Jan.  R,  tSIQ.) 
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TEACHER'S    WORM    SYRUP. 
Dr.  Tliacher'8  Worm  Syrup  is  put  on  the  market  by  the 

Tliaeher  Medicine  Co.,  Chattanooga,  Teiin.,  under  the  following 

"Dr.  Tbaeber's  Worm  Syrup  Is  sclen  11(1  call j  prepared  from  niHte- 
rlalg  which  are  known  to  haTe  a  sure  *a ma  sate  effect  on  the  child 
and  to  leave  tt  Id  a  health;  condition." 

It  is  said  to  ''act  on  the  liver  and'  bowels"  and  to  "relieve 
all  pain."  The  instructions  that  appear  on  the  label  direct 
"no  oil  or  physic  to  be  taken  after  the  dose."  An  Alabama 
physician  reports  a  fatal  ca^e  of  poisoning  in  a  5-year-oid 
child  from  the  use  of  this  nostrum.  The  child,  a  girl,  having 
complained  of  pain  in  the  abdomen  was  j^ven  a  dose  of  castor 
oil.  The  following  day,  after  an  indiscretion  in  diet  with  a 
return  of  the  pain,  another  dose  of  oil  was  given  and  at  the 
same  time  a  teaspoonful  dose  of  Dr.  Thacher's  Worpi  Syrup. 
On  the  third  day  three  more  teaspoonful  doses  of  the  Worm 
Syrup  were  given  at  three-hour  intervals.  By  this  time  the 
child  was  drousy  and  listless,  and  unable  to  urinate.  On  the 
iqorning  of  the  fourth  day,  the  child  became  unconscious  and 
the  physician  was  summoned. 

A  diagnosis  of  santonin  poisoning  was  made  and  treatment 
immediately  instituted.  While  a  itight  temporary  improve- 
ment was  noted,  the  patient  gradually  weakened  and  died  six 
days  after  the  ingestion  of  the  first  dose  of  the  "worm 
syrup," 

Lnbroken  packages  of  Thachers  Worm  "^jrup  «ere  obtained 
and  e\ammed  in  the  Association  s  laboratory  to  determine 
whether  there  was  santonin  in  the  pioduct  and  if  so  in 
what  quantity  The  preparation  comes  in  bottles  containing 
a  httle  more  than  U.  fIuidouni.e  (47  cc  )  It  is  a  thick 
dark  brown  svrup  having  the  odor  of  cloves  and  anise  and  a 
BWeet  anise  like  flaior  The  preparation  contains  a  notice 
able  amount  of  small  grayish  crystals  in  suspension  These 
crvstals  were  found  by  qualitative  tests  to  be  nearly  pure 
santonin  Alkaloids  were  absent  The  quantitati\e  e\am 
ination  indicated  that  th<>  preparation  contains  about  1  14  gm 
(18  grams)  of  santonin  in  each  100  ce  {3',  fluidouncesl 
the  greater  proportion  of  this  drug  being  in  suspension  Tins 
means  that  each  teaspoonful  dose  of  the  nostrum  contains 
about  %  of  a  grain  of  santonin 

\  number  of  ca  es  of  fatal  poisoning  are  reported  in  the 
literature  on  santonin  In  reporting  a  case  of  total  blindness 
produced  bv  santonin  in  a  5  \ear  old  girl  Baxter  has  recently 
stited  that  no  children  under  2  \ears  of  age  should  ever  be 
given  santonin  and  that  even  when  gnen  to  older  children, 
serious  complications  are  Inble  to  be  prodiued  This  is 
espeeialli  the  case  when  it  is  given  with  castor  oil,  winch 
increases  its  soiubilit\ 
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It  U  eridenh  thPreforp.  t)iat  a  nostrum  9Uph  as  Thaeher's 
Worm  Syrup,  wliicli  contains  santonin  in  poisonous  quaiititi«e. 
has  no  plact  among  domestic  remedies.  Tfae  manufacturers 
of  thJH  preparation  will  probably  protest  that  in  the  ease  of 
Ur.  Watkin'^  patient  the  parents  deliberately  went  counter 
to  the  instructions  by  administering  castor  oil  in  conjunction 
with  the  "worm  syrup."  Such  an  excuse  is  not  a  valid  one 
because  discrimination  cannot  be  expected  from  the  public  in 
the  self- administration  of  "patent  medicines." 

There  is  nothing  about  the  package  or  on  the  label  to 
denote  that  Thaclier'a  Worm  Syrup  contains  a  dangerous 
poison.  On  the  contrary  the  nostrum  is  said  to  have  a  "safe 
efTect  on  the  child  and  to  leave  it  in  a  healthy  condition." 
Furthermore,  it  is  suggested  that  it  can  be  "spread  on  bread 
or  cake."  In  riew  of  these  things,  it  is  absurd  to  suppose 
that  the  average  mother  would  consider  that  there  was  any- 
thing harmful  in  Thaeher's  Worm  Syrup  and,  being  likewise 
convinced  of  the  harmlessness  of  castor  oil,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  these  two  drugs  should  be  given  at  the  same  time. 

Even  when  given  under  the  supervision  of  a  physician, 
dangerous  by-effects  have  been  noticed  from  the  administra- 
tion of  santonin.  ,  Total  blindness  and  even  death  have  fol- 
16wed  the  use  of  this  drug  in  children.  That  it  should  be 
placed  on  the  market  with  no  warning  as  to  its  toxicity  and 
sold  as  "safe"  medtoine  for  children  is  little  less  than  criminal. 
IFrom  The  Journal  A.  U.  A.,  July  lH,  1911.) 


TIZ 

A  widely  advertised  toilet  article,  which  is  of  a  medicinal 
nature,  and  about  which  we  have  had  numerous  inquiries,  is 
sold  under  the  name  of  Tiz  by  Walter  Luther  Dodge  &  Co,, 
Chicago.  Tiz,  we  are  told,  is  "a  new  scientific,  medical  toilet 
tablet."     Some  other  claims  made  for  the  preparation  are; 

"!t  Is  dlltcrpnt  from  anything  ever  before  sold.'" 

"'Rmnll  shoes  can  be  worn  by  using  Tiz." 

'■Guaranteed  to  fure  Corns.  Callouses.  Bunions,  Frost  Bites,  Chll- 
hlfllns,  iBgrowlag  Toe  Nails.  Tired,  Aching,  Swollen  Nervous. 
Sweaty,  Bad  Smelling  Feet.^' 

"Dinws  out  all  poisonous  exudations  which  bring  on  soreness  at 
the  fept  and  Is  the  only  remedy  tbnl  docs," 

"Cleans  out  every  pore  and  glorifies  the  (ect — your  !eet." 

From  the  amount  of  money  that  is  spent  on  advertising 
this  stuff,  it  would  seem  that  the  number  of  people  who 
suffered  from  the  minor  pathologic  states  above  described  is 
large.  Of  courae,  testimonials  are  used  in  true  "patent -med- 
icine" style.  We  learn,  for  instance,  that  Mrs.  Crockett  of 
.Teffersonville  (state  not  mentioned)  had  been  unable  to  walk 
down  stairs  for  five  years  "except  by  stepping  down  on  each 
step  with  one  foot  at  a  time" — the  intimation  being,  appar- 
ently, that  most  people  walk  down  stairs  with  both  feet  at  a 
time.     In  any  cpse,   ive   learu   that   "after   the   second  treat- 
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ment  she  nalked  Jowi  atairs  one  foot  at  a  time  The  lady  i 
huBband  who  send'^  in  t\n  tostimoniat  loses  by  saying 
This  IS  remarkable  Send  five  more  bote's  Doubtless  bv 
the  time  the  fifth  box  is  used  Mia  frockett  i\ill  be  spry 
enough  to  si  de  down  tl  e  bannisters 

To  determine  the  composition  of  tl  la  wonderful  remedy  an 
examination  of  Tiz  was  made  1 1  the  chemical  laboratorj  of 
the  American  Medical  Association  1  h  r  chemists  report 
follows 

L^BOBATlBi    REPORT 

Tiz  IS  sold  in  the  form  of  tablets  of  which  a  2o  cent 
package  contains  from  t»et  ty  to  twenty  five  tieithLr  on  the 
label  of  the  package  nor  in  the  circular  accompanying  it  la 
there  anv  statement  concerning  the  composition  of  the  prepar 
ation  The  tablets  weight  about  1  14  gm  (17^^  grams)  each 
Qualitative  tests  indicated  the  presence  of  aluminum  potas 
Slum  a  sulphate  tannic  acid  salicylic  acid  powdered  talcum 
and  starch  Ouantitatire  determinations  of  tl  e  aluminum  the 
sulphate  and  the  salicylic  acid  were  made  An  approximate 
estimation  of  the  sum  of  the  starch  and  talcum  was  made  by 
determining  the  portion  inaoluble  both  m  water  and  in  alcohol 
From  the  loss  on  the  ignition  of  this  fraction  the  relative 
proportions  of  starch  and  talcum  were  estimated  From  the 
results  of  the  examination  it  is  believed  that  a  tablet  having 
the  following  composition  would  have  properties  similar  to 
Tiz 

Alum  no  per  cent 

Tttnnlc  acid  10  per  cent 

Salicylic  acid  5  per  cent 

Talcnm   (Talc)  '>  per  cent 

Slaich  SO  per  c  nt 

Here  again   we  find  the  time  worn  scheme  of  taking  advan 

tage  of  facts  well  known  to  the  medical  profession  and  dresa 

ing  them  in  the  fantastic  garb  of  quackery     For  years  physi 

ciaua  have  prescribed  these  astringent  drugs  for  the  alleviation 

of  excessive  local  sweating     ^et  the  impreaaion  is  given  that 

such    a   use   was   never   before   conceived      According   to   the 

directions  for  us  ng    the  tablets  are  to  be    lissolved  in  water 

and  the  feet  soaked  in  the  solution  and  allowed  to  dry  with 

out  wiping      Tl  e   result  ol   such  treatment    of  course    is  to 

deposit  on  the  feet  in  a  finely  powdered  state  the  alum    tan 

nic   acid    salicylic  acid   and  starch   of   which  the  tablets  are 

composed      And  yet  the  exploiters  of  Tiz  emphas  ze  the  fol 

lowing  claims 

TU  I*  not  a  powder  Powders  and  (thee  toot  remedies  clog  up 
the  pores 

Like  most  nostrums  Tiz  is  exploited  with  a  delightful 
disregard  for  the  truth  When  a  man  or  a  group  of  men  goes 
into  the  patent  medicine  business  it  seems  to  be  a  fixel 
policy  to  cast  truthfulness  to  the  windi  \pparently  it  is 
against  the  eti  ics  of  the  busmess  to  us  ether  moderation 
or  veracity  m  making  claims  for  the  preparation  exploited 
{From  The  Journal  4    3f    4     Dpc    '   1911  ) 
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TBEHCH'S   EPILEPSY   CUKE 

Tliosc  »lio  liavt-  rulloHfil  tlir  trtiul  »(  events  in  the  -paUnt 
miilk'ine"  world  Imvc  iioti(«il  that  since  tlie  passage  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  tliere  lias  been  a  great  increase  in  the 
number  of  remedies  sold  as  cures  for  epilepsy.  Posaibly  it 
wooid  be  more  correct  to  say  that  there  lias  been  a  great 
increase  in  the  advertiKing  appropriations  made  (or  this  class 
of  nostrums.  The  reason  is  not  far  to  seek.  The  brotnkls 
nre  powerful  dniga  and  produce  well-marked  physiologic 
elTerts.  (liven  in  quantities  that  no  physician  who  respected 
Ilia  patient's  welfare — or  his  own  reputation — would  dare  to 
prescribe,  they  produce  elTects  that  impress  the  layman  with 
their  potency.  Tlie  purchaser  mistakes  a  temporary  sup- 
pression of  the  attacks  of  epilepsy,  produced  by  large  quan- 
tities of  bromids,  for  a  cure.  The  presence  of  tlila  powerful 
drug  does  not  have  to  be  declared  on  the  label,  which  doubt- 
less acrounts  for  its  wide-spread  use  under  the  present  law. 

"Trench's  Kemedy  for  Epilepsy  and  Fits"  is  made  by 
Trench's    Remedies.    Ltd..    Dublin,    Ireland.      It    is   advertised 


I'bolograpiilc  rcproductian  o(  a  porlioa  of  the 
Trench's  Uemedli's,  Ltd. 

by  the  methods  usual  to  such  concerns — newspaper  adver- 
tisements and  booklets  containing  testimonials.  A  fake 
analytical  report  from  the  "analyst."  Granville  H,  Sharpe 
of  l^ndon.  who  makc-t  a  business  of  fiirnishlDg  ''certificates'' 
for  pay.  is  also  used  as  an  e4TertiHing  asset.  The  nostrum 
comes  in  two  forms— liquid  and  powder.  It  is  sold  in  the 
liquid  form  in  Great  Britain  and  in  the  powdered  form  else- 
where. Both  pre pHrnl ions  have  been  analyzed  by  the  chem- 
ists of  the  British  Medical  Association.  The  formula  reported 
for  the  liquid  form   was; 

rnttissliiDi  bromid TO  Kralns. 

Ammoalum  bromid 10  grilns. 

Rii^ar    TS  grnlns. 

t'lirhsln.  >'nout(h  lo  color. 

Wnlcr,  Biifflclpnt  lo  make 1    H.  oi. 


MiaCELLASmiS    SOUTJIUMH  623 

Tlio  powdered  form,  wliicU  is  gold  in  the  United  Statca 
and  also  in  Cnuada  and  tlie  otiicr  Jtritish  coJoiiiea  romea  in 
i|iiBrter-,  Imlf-  and  full  parkagra.  Tlic  qinirter-packiif^e  con- 
tains  IV/i  ounces  of  a  dark  brouii,  roarsely  granular  powder 
which  is  to  be  dis'^olved  in  one  pint  of  warm  wat«r.  The 
formula  of  the  powder  was  reported  to  be: 

Polasslnm  bromld 61  parU. 

Molit  brown  sugar 39  parts. 

When  tliia  was  dissolved  in  water,  according  to  directiom, 
the  ftnislied  mixture  was  cnlculated  to  contain; 

Potaiaium  bromld 120  fpraln*. 

Molal  brown  sugar 77  gratni. 

Water  lo  make 1  a.  oc. 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  ia  a  noticeable  difference  l^etween 
the  preparation  sold  for  home  consumption  and  that  sold  for 
use  in  the  United  States  and  in  tlie  Britiah  colonies.  The 
powdered  form  contains  no  ammonium  bromid  but  the  amount 
of  potassium  bromid  in  it  ia  'greater  than  the  combined 
ammonium  and  potaasium  bromids  iu  the  liquid  form. 

The  dose  rerom mended  for  both  of  these  preparations 
containing  such  powerful  druga  is;  "The  patient  should  tnl-e 
enotigk  io  arrett  the  altacki  completely,  [italics  in  the  orig- 
inal] but  not  enough  to  cause  drowsiness  or  giddiness." 

The  enormous  harm  that  may  be  done  by  such  indiscrim- 
inate use  of  bromids  can  best  be  described  by  quoting  Or. 
W.  T.  Spratling  in  his  testimony  before  a  L'nited  States 
court.  Dr.  Spratling  is  an  authority  on  epilepsy  Ipnd  was 
for  many  years  Superintendent  of  the  Crnig  Colony  for 
Kpileptica  at  Sonyea,  N.  Y,: 

"The  colony  has  ascertained  through  the  analysis  of  nearly 
thirty  of  tile  more  widely  advertised  patent  no-itrums  for 
the  "sure  cure'  of  epilepsy  that  the  bromid  is  the  base  of 
them  all. 

"Many  of  theae  quack  remedies  bo  glowingly  aet  forth  in 
the  public  prints,  possess  tlie  power  of  suppressing  the  attack 
for  a  time,  but  it  is  suppression  only,  not  cure,  and  the 
patients   are   always   worse   afterward. 

•If  pushed  too  far.  death  may  intervene  from  acute  bromid 
poisoning,  Tliis  happened  in  the  case-  of  a  boy  of  12  years, 
whom  I  knew,  whose  parents  gave  him  too  frequent  doses 
of  a  patent  nostrum,  the  essential  ingredient  of  which,  as 
with    the    bulk    of    patent    epileptic    cures,   _waf    bromid    of 

"It  ia  a  frequent  experience  to  see  patients  brutalized  by 
bromid.  go  months  without  fits,  but  with  a  loss  of  mental 
and  physical  activity." 

It   is  evident  that   the  number  of  drugs   in   "patent  medi- 

■  fines"  whose  presence  ahould  be  declared  on  tlie  label  should 

be   increased.     At  present   there   are   but   thirteen   drugs   and 

their  derivatives   whoae   presence   the   public  has   any   means 
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of  knowing!  Such  powerful  poisons  as  arsenic,  strychnia, 
priiseic  Bcid,  phenol  (carbolic  acid)  and  ergot  maj  be  used 
ill  "patent  medicines"  in  any  quantity  that  the  maaufae- 
turer  sees  fit  and  the  public  is  entirely  in  the  dark  regarding 
their  presence.  Tlie  .same  is  true  of  tlie  depreasing  bromids. 
It  is  high  time  that  the  list  of  ''declared"  drugs  be  extended. 
Wlicn  this  is  dona,  the  number  of  epilepsy  ''cures"  will  be 
dpireased  and  the  safety  of  the  public  increased. —  (From-  Tkt 
Journal  A.  1/.  A.,  June  29,  lais.) 


TTREE'S  ANTISEPTIC  POWDER 

Wlien  tlie  history  of  the  "patent  medicine"  buainesa  comes 
to  be  written  impartially  and  fairly,  it  will  be  realized  that 
we,  the  medical  profewion,  have  "been  in  no  small  degree 
responsible  for  its  growth.  Not  a  few  widely  adTertised  no«- 
trumt  owe  their  commercial  auccesi  solely  to  the  ill  considered 
use  accorded  them  by  physiciaDa,  to  whom  they  were  first 
exploited.      As    a   well-known   and   brilliant   advertising   man 

"The  patvnt  medicine  of  the  future  la  one  that  will  be  adverttsed 

only  to  doctors. 


t  profitable  remedies  of  tbe  present 

1  olsis.  The;  are  called  proprietary  remedies.  Tbe 
genprai  puoiic  never  bears  of  them  tbroUKb  the  dailr  press.  All 
tbelr  publicity  Is  secured  through  tbe  medlral  press,  by  mpans  of 
Ibe  manufacturer's  lltpralure,  Bometlmes  gotten  out  in  the  shape 
of  a  medical  Journal,  aDd  through  samples  to  doctors  .  .  .  The 
medical  papers  will  rpap  Ibe  harvf^t  and  the  physician  himself, 
always  so  loud  Id  tbe  denUDClatloD  of  'patent  medicines,'  will  be  the 
moat  Imporlanl  medium  of  advertising  at  tbe  command  Of  tbe  pro- 
prleury  manufacturer.     In  fact,  he  Is  that  to-daj." 

Of  tlie  conditions  Iiere  described  probably  no  better  example 
can  he  found  tha,n  Tyree's  Antiseptic  Powder.  For  years  this 
preparation  was  advertised  to  the  medical  profession  under 
claims  that  were  fraudulent  as  to  both  composition  and 
therapeutic  effect.  Analyses  published  in  The  JouBNii.'  proved 
that  the  formula  given  out  by  Tyree  was  absolutely  false  and 
that  the  preparation  was,  essentially,  nothing  but  a  simple 
mi.iture  of  sulphate  of  zinc  and  boric  acid. 

From  the  first  it  would  seem,  that  the  manufacturers  of 
this  mixture  had  for  their  objective  point  that  period  when, 
tlianka  to  the  use  of  the  nostrum  by  physicians,  it  would  be 
widely  purchased  by  the  public.  Lavish  advertising  -was  done 
in  medical  journals  and  Tyree's  Antiseptic  Powder  gained 
admission  to  tile  pages  of  even  those  journals  which  required 
the  publication  of  a  "formula" — for  a  formula  was  forth- 
coming. The  Joubbal  itself,  until  seven  years  ago,  carried 
the  advertisements  with  a  "formula"  until  chemical  examina-.. 
tion  proved  the  falsity  of  the  formula,  and  of  the  therapeutic 

1.  Oct.  20.  1000,  and  May  16,  lOOT. 
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claims  made  for  tlie  produot.  The  medicftl  profession  in  its 
turn  prescribed  tlie  nostrum  and  the  "original  package" 
scheme  did  the  rest. 

Now,  it  seems,  Tyree  considers  liis  preparation  so  well 
known  that  he  can  tie  independent  eitlier  oE  the  assistance  oE 
the  physician  or  oE  his  good-wiH.  For  Tyree's  powder  now 
goes  to  tlie  public  direct  and  newspaper  readers  And  it  adver- 

"Tdeal  for  douche." 

"Unegualled  as  a  douebe." 

"Best  preventative  known."  I 

"Unegunllvd  as  a  prevenlatlve." 

"Has  no  equal  aa  a  prcfcDtatlTe." 

And  the  following,  whose  very  truth  must  bring  the  blush 
of  shame  to  all  physicians  who  have  the  interest  oE  scientific 
medicine  at  heart; 

"Prescribed  by  physIcloDs  all  over  the  world  for  twenty-one  years." 

"'.^sk  youi'  doctor  or  send  (or  bootlet." 

•■Uf<ea  by  doctors  for  the  Inst  Iwenly-one  years." 

"One  of  the  highest  tributes  paid  Tyree'a  Antlspptle  Powder  Is  the 
(act  that  the  most  succi  «:fi;l  pbyBlclans  bate  been  using  It  for  the 
last  twenty.one  jeara 

Not  that  Tjree  has  entirely  forsaken  the  medical  jonrnala, 
although  he  seems  to  be  droppmg  them  one  by  one  At  the 
beginning  of  this  jear  at  least  hfteen  mednal  journals  were 
carrying  the  Tyree  ad\  e rti semen t,  by  March  the  number  had 
fallen   to  seven,  nhile  in  June  the  onlj    journals  carrying  it 
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expensive  newspaper  advertising,  is  cause  for  optlmisiD.  It 
means  that  physirians  are  no  longer  prescribing,  indiscrjoii- 
nateiy,  proprietary  products  and  that  they  are  refusing  to  be, 
what  they  have  been  in  the  past,  the  unpaid  distributing 
agents  for  nostrum  venders. —  (front  The  Journal  A.  M.  tA., 
Aug.  H,  1912.) 

VILASE  POWDEB 
Vilane  Powder  is  sold  as  a  "concentrated  powerful  anti- 
septic germicide  and  disinfectant"  by  the  Blaclcbum  ProdDfrte 
Co.  of  Dayton,  Ohio.  Tliis  concern  sells  a  number  of  noatnims 
under  fraudulent  claims  and  by  dishonest  metliods.  One  of  its 
metliodB  of  advertising  is  to  publish,  in  such  newspapers  as 
will  accept  it,  a  fake  answer- to- correspondents  department 
entitled  "The  Doctor's  Answers  on  Healtli  and  Beauty  Ques- 
tions. By  Dr.  hev/in  Baker."  Eacli  of  these  answers  contains 
recommend stlons  for  certain  combinations  of  drugs,  each 
combination  containing  ss  one  Of  its  ingredients  a  "patent 
medicine"  put  out  by  tlie  Blackburn  Products  Co.  Vilane 
powder  is  recommended  for  "catarrh,  hay  fever,  leukorrhea, 
hemorrhages,  tonsillitis  and  sore  throat."  It  was  analyzed 
by  the  North  Dakota  chemists  who  reported  it  to  be  a  mixture 
of  washing  soda,  cooking  soda,  common  salt,  sodium  salicylate 
and  a  little  thymol;  or,  ta  tabulate; 

Common  salt   42,4% 

Bodiiim  rarbonatp  (wnihtng  soda) , 14.1^3 

Sodium  blcnrbonate  ( cooking  BOdn ) 21. n% 

Sodium  salicylate    4.6* 

TUTmol    0.1* 

The  Xorth  Dakota  laboratories  tested  this  mixture  for  its 
germicidal  power  and  found  that  it  did  not  possess  any  germ- 
killing  action  whatever.  To  quote:  "As  a  germicide,  this 
preparation  is  valueless  and  the  claims  made  are  absolutely 
false  and  misleading.  It  has  very  slight  antiseptic  properties 
due  to  the  small  amount  of  salicylic  acid  it  contains."  {From 
The  JoiiTTtal  A.  U.  A.,  April  15,  1012.) 


VAPO-CRESOLEIfE 

Vupo-Cresolene  has  been  examined  in  the  American  Medical 
Association's  laboratory  and  the  chemists'  report  follows: 

Aceording  to  the  statements  on  tbe  tn^de  package,  Vapo- 
Cresolene  "is  a  product  of  coal-tar  possessing  far  greater 
power  than  carbolic  acid  in  destroying  germs  of  disoase,"  It 
is  recommended  as  a  remedy  for  a  number  of  diseases, 
including  croup,  catarrh  and  diphtheria.  According  to  the 
manufacturers,  it  should  be  used  only  in  "the  Cresolene  vapor- 
izer," which  makes  it  "uneqnaled  for  tbe  disinfection  of  dck 
rooms"  and  the  "safest  and  simplest  method  of  destroying 
infection  and  purifying  the  air."    From  the  examination  we 
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conclude  that  Vapo-Cresolene  io  eBsentially  creBol  and  corre- 
sponds in  every  respett  to  cresol  of  the  U.  8.  Phftrmacopcia. 
Thia  report  indicates  tUat  Vapo- Cresol ene  is  a  member  of 
that  class  of  proprietaries  in  which  an  ordinary  product  ia 
endowed,  by  the  manufacturer,  with  extraordinary  virtues. 
The  type  ia  bo  common  and  has  been  referred  to  ao  frequently 
that  but  for  the  dangers  attendant  on  the  inhalation  of  any 
of  the  phenols,  this  particular  product  need  not  have  been 
mentioned.      {From  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  April  i,  J90S.) 


WHEBLBK'S  NEKVE  VITALIZES 

Wheeler's  Nerve  Vitalizer  has  been  analyzed  in  the  labora- 
tory of  the  American  Medical  Asaociation,  and  the  chemista' 
report  follows: 

Wheeler's  Nerre  Vitalizer  was  packed  In  a  carton  bearing 
the  name  of  the  preparation,  its  nianutacturera,  "The  J.  W. 
Brant  Co.,  Ltd.,  Albion,  Mich.,"  and  an  exhaustive  list  of  the 
diaeases  for  whichthe  product  ia  intended,  beside  the  general 
Btatement  that  it  ia  a  cure  for  "all  nervous  diaeaaea."  The 
"Vitalizer"  is  a  brown,'  syrupy  liquid  having  a  peculiar  salty 
taste  partially  masked  by  licorice.  Qualitative  testa  showed 
the  presence  of  sodium,  potassium  and  bromin.  Quantitative 
determinationa  indicated  the  presence  of  12.81  gms.  of  potas- 
sium bromid  and  6,30  gm.  of  sodium  bromid  in  each  100  c.c. 
of  the  "Vitalizer."  This  is  equivalent  to  D.73  grains  of  potas- 
sium bromid  and  4.86  grains  of  sodium  bromid  to  the  fluid 
dram;  a  quantity  of  bromids  equivalent  to  15.35  grains  of 
potassium  bromid. 

It  would  seem  from  the  above  report  that  the  label,  "Nerve 
Vitalizer,"  Is  a  misnomer  and  constitutes  a  misbranding  very 
similar  to,  if  not  legally  identical  with,  that  for  which  Harper 
was  convicted  of  violating  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  It  is  cer- 
tainly not  a  matter  of  indilference  that  delicate  women  should 
drug  themselves  with  large  doses  of  depressing  agents  like 
the  bromids  in  the  supposition  that  they  are  toning  up  an 
exhausted  nervous  system  with  a  vitalizer. 

The  danger  of  the  recommended  dose  equivalent  to  over 
sixty  grains  of  potassium  bromid,  to  be  taken  indiscriminately 
by  the  laity,  is  evident.  Equally  vicious  is  the  suggestion 
that  in  certain  conditions  the  drug  should  be  used  four  times 
daily  "for  at  least  one  year;"  should  such  advice  be  followed 
bromism  will  inevitably  result.  The  question  arises  in  this 
connection  whether  the  law  ought  not  to  take  cognizance  of 
substances  as  potent  for  harm  as  are  the  bromids,  as  well  as 
of  those  drugs  which  are  now  included  in  the  list,  (i^rorn 
•  The  Journal  A.  31.  A.,  April  11,  1908.) 
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PRESCRIPTION  FAKES 

A  FAKE  "AHSWESS  TO  COSRESPOHDEHIS"  DEPART- 
MENT 

One  of  the  "features"  of  tlie  modern  metropolitain  daily  is 
the  "Woman's  Page,"  in  which  is  given,  for  tlie  education  or 
delectation  of  feminine  readers,  reading  matter  that  ranges 
from  the  useful  to  the  inane.  Naturally  enough,  we  find  the 
important  subject  of  care  of  the  health  learnedly  (!)  dis- 
cuHsed  by  the  "Madames"  or  "MademoiaelleB"  who  have  charge 
of  these  departments.  To  the  "patent-medicine"  advertiser  who 
would  deceive  the  render  by  publishing  his  advertisement  in 
"rjo  ding- matter"  style,  spaoe  on  these  "woman's  pagea"  is  a 
valuable  asset.  A  form  of  deceptive  advertisement  that  of  iate 
has  become  very  popular  with  nostrum  exploiters  ha.9  pre- 
viously been  referred  to  in  these  columns  Ss  "prescription 
fakes."  The  advertisements  are  usually  set  as  reading  mat- 
ter and  contain  iuformntion  regarding  the  treatment  of  some 
physical  ailment  by  means  of  the  drugs  contained  in  an 
innocent  looking  formula;  usually  all  the  drugs  but  one  are 
ofHcial,  the  exception  being  a  "patent  medicine"  with  a  name 
not  unlike  the  pharmacopeial  preparations.  A  modification 
of  the  "prescription  fake"  type  of  advertisement  iorms  the 
subject  of  this  article. 

For  several  months  past  many  newspapers  have  been  carry- 
ing on  the  "woman's  page"  what,  to  the  uninitiated,  appear? 
to  be  a  department  devoted  to  answering  queries  regarding 
healtli.  The  "department"  is  entitled  "Health  and  Beauty 
Talks,"  or  "Healtli  and  Beauty  Helps,"  or  "Aids"  or  "Secrets" 
^tlie  last  word  of  the  title  varying  with  the  copy.  Under 
the  title  is  the  legend  "By  Mrs.  Mae  Martyn."  The  subject- 
matter  consists  of  information  (  !)  on  questions  of  health, 
given  in  the  "answers  to  correspondents"  form;  the  first  and 
last  "answer"  usually  makes  reference  to  none  but  simple 
home  remedies  or  pharmacopeial  preparations.     For  instance: 

Q. ;  A  good  foot  wash  Is  made  of  a  pint  of  water,  to  wbtcb 
are  added  a  tableapoonful  of  salt  -and  H  piDch  of  alnm  and  a 

Every  other  "answer,"  however,  contains  a  "joker"  in 
the  form  of  a  nostrum,  which  is  referred  to  in  such  a  way  as 
to  lead  the  unsuspecting  reader  to  imagine  that  it  is  but 
an  ordinary  official  drug.  Thus,  in  the  advertisement  before 
us,  there  are  nine  replies.    Here  is  a  sample: 

Ethel  J, :  (1)  It  made  me  happy  to  read  yoar  letter.  I  am 
glad  you  tbLnk  so  well  of  my  recipes  (hat  you  cut  them  out 
aod  pass  them  along  to  j'our  fHendB.  Noee  should  h:!Te  diffi- 
culty in  getting  from  her  druggist  any  Ingrerjient  I  name,  for  I 
never  advise  the  use  of  anything  that  la  not  sold  In  fiiBt-cless 
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drng  BtOKB  ereiyirbere,  (2)  Tbe  only  objection  I  know  to  the 
OM  of  liquid  compleilon  beautlflera  Is  (heir  high  cost  when 
purchased  In  a  r^ndy  manufactured  state.  You  can  make  at 
home  a  flue  "liquid  powder"  that  aoCtoDS  and  whlCcoa  the  skin 
by  putting  2  teaspoontulB  ot  glycerin  aod  4  ounces  of  apurmai 
In  H  pint  of  bolUns  water ;  let  stand  until  cold.  Apply  with 
the  palm  of  the  hand  and  rub  until  dry.  I  prefer  this  spurmai 
.  wash  to  any  face  powder  I  can  buy. 
The  "joker"  in  this  "answer,"  of  course,  ia  spiirmax.    In  the 


rhotosraphic  reproduction  (greatly  reduced)  of  a  typical  •pre- 
scription tako"  ndTcntscmcnt.  This  appears  tn  the  newspapers — 
usually  on  the  "Woman's  Page" — as  regular  reading  matter  In  the 
form  of  an  "Answers  to  Correspondents"  department.  Before  pbo- 
tographing  this  advertisement,  heavy  lines  were  drawn  around  the 
Dames  of  the  prescription  fakes, 

other  "replies,"  all  worded   in   tlic   anmo   deceptive   way,   tl'e 
reader  is  urged  to  get: 

Cbistos  :  for  "tired  and  Inflamed  eyes." 

ALMOnoiN :  for  "blackheads    .     .     .     freehlea  and  tan." 

Canthrox  :  "for  shampooing  purposes." 

QdinoliI  :  "to  remove  dandrulT,  stop  falling  hair,  relieve  Itching 
.     .     ■     and  promote  the  grawlh  of  hair." 

Parsotis  :  "a  flesh  reducer  that  ,  .  .  should  reduce  your 
weight  10  pounds  in  a  lew  weeks." 


S;,?B'?f  .E' 

:iow  blotches,   sallow 

skin." 

Losob:  "a  ve 

ry  dear  friend  of  min» 
this  remedy." 

;  cured 

Of  eczema  with 

Every   week  or  ao  "Mrs.   Mae   Martyn's"   fake   department 
will  appear  in  the  paper,  the  initials  of  the  "correspondents" 
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ftnd  the  wording  of  the  "answers"  varyiog,  but  the  nsua] 
changes  being  rung  on  spurmax,  cryatoe,  almosoin,  canthrox. 
quinola,  pamotis,  kardene  and  luxor. 

Should  the  innocent  reader 'go  to  the  drug  store  and  aslc. 
Bay,  for  four  ounces  of  spurmax,  she  Is  given  the  inevitaUe 
"original  package,"  consisting  of  a  tin  box  bearing  a,  label 
with  the  nnme  of  the  preparation,  the  methoil  of  using  it 
and  the  various  conditions  for  wliicli  the  nostrum  is  re<tiiii- 
mended.  Tlicrc  is  also  the  statement;  "made  by  H.  S.  Peter- 
son A  Co.,  95-07  Kinzic  St.,  Chicago."  The  company  putting 
out  these  medicinal  ufrcnts  is  not  a  firm  of  pharmaceutical 
chemists,  but.  we  understand,  manufactures  flavoring  extracts 
and  does  bualnens  largely  by  means  of  women  agents  through- 
out the  country. 

Four  of  these  deceptively  advertised  nostrums  wore  anal- 
yzed in  the  Association's  laboratory.  Tlie  laboratory  report 
follow  a : 

Almomin 

Almozoin.  as  found  on  the  market,  is  n  pale  pinkish -white 
powder,  having  a  faint  odor  like  benzaldehj'd.  Qualitative 
examination  of  almozoin  demonstrated  the  presence  of  mag- 
nesium, sodium,  trngncantli,  a  carbonate  and  a  borate.  Frc<^ 
boric  acid,  ammnniiira  salts  and  sulphates  were  absent.  Mag- 
nesium and  the  borate  radicle  were  determined  and  the  traga- 
canth  wna  approximntely  estimated.  From  the  resulta  of  the 
examination  it  would  appear  that  the  composition  of  almozotn 
is  essentially  as  follows: 

TrnEScanth   (unm  tra^caath) 40  per  cent. 

Uagneslum    carbonate     20  pet  cent. 

[Retail  price  of  almozoin,  one-half  dollar;  estimated  cost 
of  ingredients,  three  cents.] 

CiystoB 
The  specimen  package  of  erystos  which  was  purchaseJ  con- 
tained about  one  ounce  and  waa  a  coarse,  white,  odorless 
powder.  Qualitative  tests  demonstrated  the  presence  of 
clilorid,  free  boric  acid,  bomtc.  sodium  and  traces  of  sul- 
phate. Alkaloids,  ammonium  salts,  carbonates,  heavy  metals 
and  potassium  were  absent.  Determinations  of  chlorid  and 
of  free  and  of  combined  boric  acid  were  made,  from  which  it 
would   appear   that   the   coniposition   of   erystos   is   about   as 

Dried  BrHtliim  hom(<>   (ilriiKl  borax) 20  jvr  rrat. 

rtoclliim  rlilnrlil   (comnum  taitt) 20  per  cent. 

Ilorlc  sell)   00  per  cent. 

(Ketail  price  of.  crjslos.  one  hnlf  dollar;   estimated  cost  of 


ingredients,  one  cent] 
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Pamotia 
^rnotis  is  a  pale,  cream -colored,  fine  powder,  having  an 
odor  resembling  coIo)^e,  whicli  diasolves  in  water  and  forms  a 
turbid  icdution,  which  becomes  clear  by  filtration.  Qualitative 
examination  of  the  preparation  demonstrated  the  preseniw  of  a 
bicarbonate,  sulphate,  sodium  and  traces  of  dilorid  and  of 
iron.  Quantitative  determinations  of  the  sulphate  and  of  the 
bicarbonate  were  made,  from  the  results  of  which  it  ifould 
appear  that  parnotis  coDBista  essentially  of: 


[Retail  price  of  parnotis,  one-half  dollar;  esUmated  cost  of 
ingredients,  lees  than  two  cents.] 

Sparmax 

Spnrmaz  is  a  pink,  crygtalline  powder,  highly  perfumed. 
Qualitative  tests  demonstrated  the  presence  of  magnesium 
and  of  a  sulphate.  The  abaeace  of  more  than  traces  of  chlorid, 
carbonate,  organic  compounds  and  heavy  metals  was  shown 
by  the  usual  teats.  Quantitative  determinations  were  made 
for  magnesium,  for  sulphate  and  for  water.  Microscopic 
'  eiaminatioD  indicated  that  the  coloring  matter  was  very 
unevenly  distributed  throughout  the  preparation,  some  crys- 
tals being  colorless,  while  others  were  very  highly  colored. 
Essentially,  spurmax  consists  of: 

CrTstalllied  masneslum  sulphate  (Epsom  salts)  .100  per  cent. 

Perfume  ^ trace 

CotorlnE  owtter  trace 

{Retail  price  of  spurmax,  one-half  dollar;  estimated  cost 
of  ingredients,  one  cent.] 

raw  FORK  or  an  old  tbick 

Spurmax,  then,  when  subjected  to  the  critical  light  of  anal- 
y«s  and  shorn  of  the  hypothetical  virtues  with  which  "Mrs. 
Mae  Marty n"  invests  it,  proves  to  be  Epsom  salts  colored 
pink  and  rendered  highly  odoriferous;  the  "llesh  reducer  that 
.  .  .  should  reduce  your  weight  10  pounds  in  a  few  weeks," 
ccmtains,  apparently,  nothing  more  marvelous  than  sulphate 
and  bicarbonate  of  soda — and  so  it  goes.  The  old.  old  trick 
of  the  chariatan,  the  quack  and  the  nostrum  exploiter  is 
again  in  evidence:  Give  some  well-known  drug  a  fancy  name, 
disguise  it  physically  if  possible,  advertise  it  as  possessing 
mftrvelouB  virtues  and  sell  it  at  a  price  out  of  all  proportion 
to  its  value. 

The  petty  dishonesty  shown  in  the  method  of  exploiting 
these  nostrums  by  means  of  a  fake  "woman's  department"  is 
disgusting.  That  otherwise  reputable  newspapers  should  sell 
their  pages  for  such  a  barefaced  deception  and  defraud  their 
readers  by  giving  editorial  sanction^for  that  is  what  a  fake 
"answers  to  correapoudeat^"  department  does— to  a  "patent- 
medicine"  humbug,  does  not  tend  to  increase  one's  confidence  in 
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the  daily  preas.  It  ii  but  fair  t«  eaj,  however,  that  soiim  of  the 
more  particulftr  papers  insiA  on  maJiing  plain  to  the  reader 
that  the  thing  is  an  advertisement,  either  by  placing  the 
abbreviBtion  [Adv.-]  after  the  last  "answer,"  or  else  by  plac- 
ing the  matter  on  a,  page  given  over  wholly  to  advertising. 
Such  a  course  at  least  gives  the  reader  some  protection,  aa  any 
advertisement  inspires  tlie  attitude  of  caveat  emptor. 

Doubtiess  the  financial  returns  from  this  style  of  adver-  . 
tising  are  a  potent  influence  with  those  newspaper  proprie- 
tors who  are  willing  to  carry  this  matter  in  the  form  of  an 
original  department.  Advertisements  as  "straight  reading 
matter"  come  high,  but  the  proSts  derived  from  the  sale  of 
Epsom  salts  at  $2  a  pound  are  probably  sufficient  to  bear  it. 
Meanwhile,  the  "ultimate  consumer,"  as  usual,  pays  the  bills. 
IFrom  The  /ournol  A.  M.  A..  Dec.  11,  1009.) 

EABGON 

In  response  to  requests  for  information  regari^ng  the  com- 
positioQ  of  Kargon,  we  had  Ibe  preparation  analysed.  From 
the  reports  of  our  chemists  this  nostrum  appears  to  contain 
potassium  acetate  and  buchu  as  the  essential  constituents.  One 
chemist  concludes  his  report  as  follows:  "This  wonderful  rem- 
edy, then,  seems  to  be  acetate  of  potash,  about  15  grains  to 
each  teaapoonful,  and  fluid  putract  of  buchu."  Another  chemist 
states:  "Kargon  contains  buchu,  potassium  acetate,  glycerol 
and  18  per  cent,  alcohol." 

The  nostrum  is  put  up  by  the  Kargon  Extracting  Company 
of  Cincinnati,  the  title  "extracting"  evidently  referring  to  the 
process  to  which  the  gullible  public's  purse  is  subjected.  The 
mixture  is  advertised  as  "being  composed  of  common  every-day 
vegetable  (  T)  ingredients'*  as  being  better  than  "patent  medi- 
cines" which  are  largely  "alcoholic  concoctions."  The  method 
of  advertising  is  as  ingenious  as  it  is  misleading.  Appearing, 
in  many  cases,  as  solid  reading  matter,  it  discourses  on  the 
importance  of  the  free  action  of  the  kidneys  as  an  essential  to 
health.  A  harm  less- looking  prescription  is  then  given,  con- 
sisting of  Fluid  Extract  of  Dandelion,  Compound  Kargon  and 
Compound  Syrup  of  Sarsaparilla,  which  can  "be  procured  from 
any  good  pharmacist  and  mixed  at  home."  The  "Compound 
Kargon"  is  always  carefully  sandwiched  between  the  two  phar- 
macopeial  prepaiations  with  but  one  evident  object  in  view, 
that  of  leading  the  public  to  suppose  that  Kargon  is  but  one 
of  the  numerous  standard  diuretics.  Of  course,  a  combination 
of  acetate  of  potash  and  fluid  extract  of  buchu  with  fluid 
extract  of  dandelion  and  compound  syrup  of  sarsaparilla  makes 
an  active  diuretic.  But  it  is  a  combination  that  in  the  major- 
ity of  cases  of  kidney  disease  will  do  great  harm.  And  no 
matter  what  the  conditions,  if  used  indiscriminately  and  "taken 
regularly,"  as  the  advertisements  advocate,  it  can  not  be  other- 
wise than  dangerous.  (From  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  March 
IS,  1907,  S67.) 
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HATATONE 

The  advertisement,  reproduced  on  this  page,  arranged 
aa  reading  matter,  !iaa  appeared  recently  in  the  daily  papers. 

Mayatone — wliich  is,  of  course,  the  "joker"  in  this  "preecrip- 
tion" — is  put  on  the  market  by  the  May-a-tone  Company  of 
Detroit.  It  comes  in  small  cardboard  packages  containing 
about  Z'/i  ounces  of  a  granular  powder,  pink  in  color,  and 
smelling  lilce  cheap  hair-oil.  The  price  of  the  package  is 
seventy- five  cents.  The  preparation  was  examined  in  the 
Association's  lalioratory  with  the  following  results: 


To  Have  a  Clear, 

Velvety  Complexion 

By  MADAMB  D*MILl.B 


Ua4ams  D-M11I«.  one  of  ParU'  moat  ta-i 
mouH  boButiea  lu>t  paaaliiE  tbrouBb  Chi' 
caso.  Klvea  ua  a  tew  valuable  Idea*  on  akiD 

"Yes,   [  have  just   come   (ram   beautiful  V 
Japan,  and  I  must  Bar  the  Japanese  wc 
have  many  toilet  formulas  and  ideas  which 
American  women  shonld  fcnow.         '   ' 

"What  do  they  use  to  iDalie  their  ski 
aott  and  Telvetjr? 

"Any  American  woman,  can  use  the  saitie 
treatment  If  she  desires.    Dissolve  a  small 

original    package    of    mayatone    in    a 

eight  ounces  ol  witchhazel.  Ifassage  the 
race,  arms,  and  neck  with  this  eolation 
once  or  twice  a,  day  and  you  will  ehortly 
flnd  you  have  a  lovely,  solt  complexion; 
and  then  the  best  of  It  all  Is  that  this  so- 
lution prevents  the  growth  ot  hair  and  is 
absolutely  harmless  to  the  most  delicate 
slil;i.    Hahe  the  solution  yourself. 

•  Why,  yes— o(  course  I  use  It.  Just  see 
haw  beautifully  soft  my  arms  and  face  a 


Examination  of  Mayatone,  a  product  prepared  by  the  May- 
a-tone Company,  Detroit,  indicates  that  the  preparation  is 
composed  essentially  of  magnesium  sulphate  and  sodium 
borate  in  the  following  proportions; 

Maaneslnm  sulphate   (Epsom  salts) 00  per  cent. 

Sodium  borate  (tMrai) 10  per  cent. 

This  analysis  conHrms  the  findings  of  the  liansas  State 
Board  of  Health,  which  in  its  Bulletin  for  June,  1009,  reports 
that  Mayatone  was  "found  to  be  largely  magnesium  aulpnate, 
perfumed  and  tinted  pink." 
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Th«  Ticioiunei*  of  *uch  itoatnimB  as  Uayitose  does  not  lie 
fu  their  ingredienta  but  in  the  dishonest  mefliod  by  which 
they  are  exploited.  For  it  is  diihoaeBty',  trivial,  perhaps,  but 
Done  the  less  isherent  dishonesty,  to  atteaipt  by  implioattoa 
or  otherwise  to  aiake  the  public  belieTe  tlut  a  colored  and 
scented  mixture  of  epsom  sslts  and  borax  is  rMponsible  fw  the 
"soft  and  velvety"  skin  of  the  Japanese  women,  and  fnrtber, 
that  Bueh  a  "formula"  is  given  to  the  world  tliroHgh  the 
medium  of  a  FarisiaB  beauty.  But  the  greater  diebMtesty  Ilea 
in  attempting  to  make  the  publie  believe  that  the  "preaerip- 
tion"  or  "formula"  ia  giTen  as  editorial  information,  and  fur- 
ther that  it  is  composed  of  non- proprietary  artidea  to  be  had 
in  aoy  drug  store.  This  form  of  deceptioii  is  becoming  increas- 
ingly common,  a  fact  that  reflects  little  ere^  on  the  daily 
presa,  whose  cooperation  make*  the  bnmbug  possible.  It  is 
but  fair  to  say,  however,  that  newapapera  of  the  bett«r  type 
will  not  lend  their  pages  to  this  bald  attempt  to  deeeiTe  thdr 
rradera.     (From  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  Oct.  SO,  1909.) 


VIRGIN    OIL    or   PINE 

Virgin  Oil  of  Pine  was  one  of  the  first  nostrums  to  be 
sold  by  the  "prescription  fake"  method.  The  advertisements  ■ 
originally  appeared  as  reading  matter  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
accompanying  illustration.  The  reader  was  given  to  under- 
stand that  a  "Dr.  Leach,  a  famous  specialist,"  has  a  camp 
for  consumptives  in  the  northern  woods  of  Maine  and 
that  he  was  curing  his  patients  "with  oil  of  white  pine  trees." 
The  article  went  on  to  state  that  a  local  physician  who  was 
familiar  with  "Dr.  Leach's"  treatment  was  authority  for  the 
statement  that  it  was  just  as  efficient  in  the  home  of  the 
patient  as  it  was  in  the  pine  woods. 

Trealmpnl  Is  very  aimple,  conilstlng  of  pure  Virgin  Oil  ot  Pine 
mlied  wLtb  wblske;  BDii  glycetin  la  the  fotlowlng  proportions : 

Virgin  Oil  of  Pine  (pure) M  oi. 

Glycerin     2  oi. 

Good   Whiakey    8  oi. 

Shake  well  and  gee  in  teaspoonful  doses  everj  four  hoofs. 
Of  course  the  joker  in  this  "prescription"  was  the  Virgin 
Oil  of  Pine.  This  nostrum  was  put  on  the  market  by  one  W. 
A.  Leach.  Leach  was  not  a  physician;  he  was  not  a  "famous 
specialist"  in  consumption;  he  had  no  camp  for  conanmptives 
in  the  Maine  woods;  no  local  physician  had  made  tbe  state- 
ment attributed  to  him  and  Oil  of  Pine  contained  neither  pine 
oil,  pine  needle  oil  nor,  in  fact,  any  oil  except  a  small  quantity 
of  oil  of  sandalwood.  These  facta  were  brought  out  when 
Leach  sued  F.  W.  ScariT  for  an  infringement  of  the  trade 
name  of  his  nostrum  and  to  restrain  Scarff  from  entering  into 
unfair  competition.  Leach  was  shown  to  have  no  standing  in 
a  court  of  equity,  because  he  was  unable  to  come  into  court 
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irith  clean  hands.     The  judge,  £n  giving  his  opinion  on  this 

;ase,  saiil,  in  part: 
"It  appears  from  the  record  that  there  is  aiich  an  article  as 
oil  of  pine;  that  complainant's 
{Leach'sj  article  has  no  appre' 
oiable  amount  of  an 7  oil  of 
pine  in  it,  and  that  it  is  mainly 
liquefied  resin.  It  further  op- 
pears  that  claimant  has  mis- 
represented as  to  his  quali&ca- 
tiona  to  prescribe  for  the  ills 
for  which  he  proclaims  his  com- 
pound a  specific;  that  he  was 
not  a  physician,  as  implied  in 
the  use  of  the  term,  'Dr. 
Leach,'  in  connection  with  liis 
advertising;  that  his  'camp  for 
consumptives  in  the  pine  woods 
of  Maine,'  was  a  pure  fiction, 
and  that  the  remedy  was  ad- 
vertised ingenionsly  as  reading 
matter,  conveying  the  idea  of 
some  new  discovery,  .  ,  . 
Complainant  confronts  the 
dilemma  cither  of  pefpetrat- 
ing  a  fraud  on  the  public  by 
claiming  the  presence  of  any 
oil  of  pine  as  an  ingredient  on 
the  one  hand,  or,  on  the  other 
hand,  of  claiming  a  trade  name 
in  the  mere  proper  pharma- 
ceutical designation  of  the 
drug  or  compound  he  seeks  to 
protect.  In  either  case,  a  court 
of  equity  is  not  open  to  him. 
nor  is  it  to  his  administratrix, 
and  the  suit  must  be  di^imisied 
for  want  of  equity.  The  in- 
fringement complained  of  [that 
perpetrated  by  Scarff]  is  plain 
and  palpable  and  does  not 
commend  itself  to  the  court. 
Under  the  facts  of  the  case  as 
now  presented,  however,  the 
cbeat  court  can  grant  no  relief." 
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RHEUMATISM  CURES 

GLOBIA  TOHIC 
ThiB  rheumatiam  "cure"  is  exploited  by  John  A.  Smith,  Mil- 
waukee, Wis.,  end  is  advertised  extensively  on  both  sides  of  tlie 
Atlantic.    Some  of  the  claims  made  for  this  preparation  are: 
-The  world's  gieateat  rLi'umotlain  aod  goat  remedy.'" 
"Gloria    TodIc    Iibb    conquered    the    demon    theumHtlSHi   la    maoy 

"IIiiB  cured  manr  casea  o(  tlilrly  or  fortj  years'  Btandlng." 
"No  remedy  Is  surer — none  qulle  as  sure — as  Gloria  Tonic." 
The  preparation  has  been  analyzed  by  the  British  Medical 
Association's  chemists,  who  reported: 

"Analysis  showed  the  presence  of  potassium  iodid,  guaiacum 
resin,  extract  of  licorice,  powdered  licorice,  sta.reh,  mineral 
matter — apparently  a  mixture  of  talc  and  kaolin — a  resinoid 
substance,  and  a  trace  of  alkaloid.  .  .  .  The  quantities  of 
the  various  ingredients  are  estimated  as  accurately  as  possible, 
and  the  following  formula  was  indicated: 

"Potaasium  lodld    1.8  grains 

"Oualncuui   resin   0.8  grain 

"Eitraet  ol  Ucorlee 1.0  grain 

"Keslnoid    (phytolacein?)     0.0  grain 

"Powderecl    licorice    1.7  grains 

"Elce  atarch    2,0  graioB 

"TbIc  and  kaolin    2.1  grains" 

The  variability  of  nostrums  of  this  type  is  well  illustrated 
by  the  .(act  that  a  sample  of  Gloria  Tonic  analyzed  by  Dr. 
Aufrecht  of  Berlin  showed  a  different  composition  from  those 
tablets  analyzed  by  the  Britisli  chemists.  Aufrecht,  in  an  arti- 
cle that  appeared  in  the  PhaTinazeutische  Zeitting,  June  8,  IBIO, 
reported:  "The  Gloria  Tonic  Tablets  examined  consisted 
essentially  of  26.76  per  cent,  potassium  iodid  and  2.81  per  cent, 
iron  (probably  in  the  form  of  iron  saccharate)." 

Tlie  price  charged  for  a  box  of  fifty  tablets  of  Gloria  Tonic 
is  $1;  the  estimated  cost  of  the  ingredients  in  these  fifty  tab- 
lets is  10  cents.     (From  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  May  IS,  ISll.) 

MAGIC  FOOT  DRAFTS 

This  widely  advertised  humbug  ia  sold  as  a  cure  for  rheu- 
matism. It  emanates  from  Jackson,  Mich.,  a  town  that 
has  the  unenviable  distinction  of  being  the  home  of  a  large 
number  of  medical  fakes.  .  ' 

F.  G.  Badgley  is  said  to  be  not  only  president  of  this  com- 
pany, but  also  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  J.  Lawrence  Hill 
consumption  cure  fraud  and  president  of  the  Van  Vleck  pilt 
cure  concern;  Bodgley  is  also  a  lawyer.    Whether  his  interest 
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in   law  is  greater  than  liis  interest  in  quackery,  we  do  not 

H.  H.  Matlory,  is  said  to  be  vice-president  of  the  Magic 
Foot  Draft  Company,  ex- vice- president  of  the  Hill  conaump- 
tion  cure  falte  and  vice-president  of  the  Van  Vleck  pile  cure. 
Mr.  Mailory  is  also  an  advertising  agent. 


Beproduclions  of  typicol  American  and  British  "MaRk  Foot 
ElcaCts"  advectieemeats.  Tbe  advertisement  on  Ibe  leFI  appeared 
la  the  Modern  Priicilla  magazine ;  that  on  the  tight  is  from  the 
London  Daflv  Mirror, 

R.  A,  Oliver,  wliose  iiame  still  appears  in  connection  witli 
'  the  advertisements  of  this  fake,  is  said  to  be  no  longer  living 
although  it  is  understood  tliat  liis  estate  still  has  an  interest 
in  the  Magic  Foot  Draft  Company.  In  common  with  others 
of  the  group,  Oliver  ulien  living  was  connected  with  the  Hill 
consumption  cure  and  the  Van  Vleck  pile  cure. 

The  Magic  Foot  Draft  Company  is  said  to  have  a  srmewhat 
extensive  printing  plant.  Tins  may  explain  the  typographic 
sameness  of  much  of  the  advertising  sent  out  by  the  Hill,- 
the  Van  Vleck  and  the  Magic  Foot  Draft  concerns. 
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The  foot  drafts  consist  of  plasters  to  be  applied  to  the 
solea  of  tlie  feet.  The  plaster  moss  is  in  the  central  portion 
of  the  unfinished  side  of  a  sort  of  oilcloth,  the  margin  of 
which  is  coated  with  an  adheaive  mixture.  The  ingredients 
of  the  plaster  maas  were  investigated  by  Dr.  L.  F.  Kebler 
of  the  Bureau  of  Chetniatrj  and  the  resutts  published  some 
time  ago*  in  The  Jocbnai.  Dr.  Kebler  reported  that  the 
composition  of  the  plaster  was: 

Poke   root    30  per  cent 

Pine   tar    62  pet  cent. 

Conuaeal    8  per  cenl- 

Dr.  Kebler  reached  the  following  conclusion  regarding  the 
value  of  the  Magic  Foot  Draft:  "Thejr  poeaeaa  no  curative 
element  whatever,  which  when  absorbed  into  the  blood  will 
neutralize  the  poiaons  which  are  supposed  to  he  the  cause 
of  the  rbeumatism  and  in  this  manner  effect  a  cure." 

At  the  same  time,  Dr.  Kebler  also  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  Magic  Foot  Draft  Co.  sent  out  pilh  of  methy- 
lenc'blue  under  the  name,  "Magfc  Regulators."  The  value 
of  the  Magic  Regulators  was  thus  described  bj  the  company: 

•To  prove  tW  action  of  our  Haglc  RegalgtorB  on  the  kidne;. 
the  organs  vtilcb  In  rhenmatiBm  are  aJwaya  diseased  and  taii  to 
do  their  work,  allowing  the  polaoaous  adds  to  accumalate  and  lar 
the  foundation  for  a  long  and  painful  run  of  rheumatlBm,  watch 
tbe  color  of  tbe  urine,  voided.  If  It  asBumcg  a  light  blue  or  blulah 
green  color  ;ou  ma;  rest  aaaured  that  tbe  Magic  Regulators  are 
doing  their  work." 

As  the  urine  of  every  healthy  person  always  "assumes  a 
light  blue  or  bluish-green  color,"  when  methylene  blue  is 
administered,  it  is  needless  to  aay  that  the  "Regulators" 
usually  did  their  work! 

The  Magic  Foot  Draft  concern  advertises  heavily  in  Great 
Britain  and  for  this  reason  the  British  Medical  Association 
recently  analyzed  the  plaster  mass  of  the  foot  drafts.  Their 
chemist  reported: 

"The  plaster  Itself  weighed  about  80  grains  and  was  found  to 
be  a  mixture  o[  Stockholm  tar  and  tbe  poivdered  rhlsome  o(  while 
hellebore :  determination  ol  tbelr  proportions  showed  the  fannula 
to  be  approiimatel; : 

"Powdered  white  helcbore  (veratrum  vlrldc) ,  .40  per  cent. 
"Stockholm  tar   60  per  cent. 

'■No  other  ingredients  could  be  detected.  Estimated  coat  of  higre- 
dients  tor  one  pair,  1/6  of  a  penny."  (1/3  of  a  cent.)  Selling  price, 
SI. 00! 

The  dilference  in  the  findings  of  the  British  and  American 
chemists  bears  out  what  has  been  stated  many  times,  namely, 
that  the  composition  of  nostrums  can  never  be  relied  on. 
From  wliat   lias  been  said,  it  is  evident  that  Mr.  Adams,  iu 

*  Kebler,  U  F. :  Nostrama  and  Praudulent  Methods  of  Exploit- 
ation, The  JonBNAi,  A.  M.  A.,  Nov.  10  and  17,  1906. 
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hie  Great  American  Fraud  series,  characterized  the  Magic 
Foot  Drafts  correctly  wben  he  aaid:  "Affixed  to  the  aoles  of 
the  feet  thej  are  advertised  as  drawing  out  the  rheumatic 
poison  from  the  whole  system.  Of  course  they  might  as  well 
be  affixed  to  the  barn  door,  so  far  as  any  uric  acid  extraction 
is  cooeerned."     (Prom  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  May  10,  1911.) 


SAL  HBPATICA 

This  wonderfu]  mixture,  according  to  the  advertiiementa, 
is  "s  combiuation  of  the  tonic,  alterative  and  laxatiTe  salts 
similar  to  the  celebrated  'tntter  waters'  of  Europe,  as  deter- 
mined by  actual  chemical  analysis  of  these  waters,  and  forti- 
fied by  the  addition  of  lithia  and  sodium  phosphate" — a  descrip- 
tion, by  the  way,  that  is  used  veTbatim  et  literatim  by  the  A. 
D.  S.  in  describing  its  "Hepatic  Salts." 

As  usual,  in  inflicting  tliis  remedy  on  the  public,  the  manu- 
facturer makes  use  of  cast-off  medical  theories  and  unwar- 
ranted claims.  The  marked  absurdity  of  some  of  the  state- 
ments indicates  that  they  are  intended  for  the  lay  public. 
Surely  no  nostrum-maker  would  suppose  that  lie  could  delude 
even  the  most  credulous  portion  of  the  medical  profession 
into  believing  the  stAtements  made  in  the  advertisements 
conceming  sal  hepatiea,  namely,  that  the  same  remedy  is  a 
uric-acid  eliminont,  hepatic  stimulant,  a  specific  for  gout, 
rheumatism,  drrhosis  of  the  liver,  Bright's  disease,  gr«.vel, 
tuberculosis,  struma,  marasmus,  dyspepsia,  infantile  fluxes, 
etc. 

The  following  analysis  of  "Sal, Hepatiea"  was  puUisbed  in 
tbe£rvffgisU  Circvlar,  February,  1909,  p.  TS: 

Salt 13.0S  parts 

Sodlam  anl^Mte   2S.2T  parts 

SotUom    pboBphate    29.80  parts 

Sodium   bkartnnite    IS.OO  parts 

Lttblum    phosphate    0.04  part 

CIttIc  and  tartaric  adds,  to  make 100.00  parts 

Our  old  friend  lithium  is  added,  undoubtedly,  to  influence 
the  few  physicians .  who  still  accept  the  discarded  theory 
regarding  the  solvent  effect  of  lithium  salts  on  uric  acid.  Such 
pbysidana  mnst  be  easily  influenced  if  they  can  believe  that 
4/10,000  parts  of  lithium  would  hove  any  therapeutic  effect! 

Thus  once  more  the  medical  profession  is  asked  to 
indorse  a  nostrum  consisting  of  a  mixture  of  simple  saline 
laxatives  such  as  any  physician  can  prescribe  and  any  drug- 
gist prepare,  and  to  sanction  the  blatant  advertising  of  the 
mixture  as  a  specific  in  such  grave  maladies  as  cirrhosis  of 
the  liver  and  Bright's  disease.  This  advertising  has  already 
made  the  drug  known  to  the  laity,  who  ace  in  the  shrewdly 
chosen  name  an  indication  of  the  use  of  the  nostrum  in  liver 
disease  and  that  undefined  but  favorite  malady  of  the  public, 
"biliousnesB." 
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The  Abiue  of  Mtline  cathartics  by  the  public  is  on  evil 
deserving  of  Mrioua  attention.  Rightly  or  wrongly,  the  laity 
fear  constipation,  and  naturally  take  what  they  are  taught 
to  believe  is  the  cheapest  and  simplest  course  for  its  relief, 
self-drugging  by  means  of  saline  cathartics  or  the  extensively 
advertised  purgative  mineral  waters,  Xliis  habit  is  responsible 
for  much  of  the  distressing  spastic  constipation  that  exists, 
and  its  accompanying  neurasthenia.  The  advertisement  and 
sale  to  the  laity  of  such  a  nostrum  as  "Sal  Hepatica"  can  only 
increase  these  evil  results  and  the  physician  who  aids  and 
abets  the  evil  by  using  the  preparation  should  reflect  whether 
he  is  thereby  not  only  encouraging  a  fraud  on  the  public, 
but  also,  what  is  even  worse,  helping  to  impair  the  public 
health.— ("from  The  Journal  A.   M.  A.,  March  26,  1910.) 


TARTASLITHINE 
Tartarlitbine  was  examined  by  two  ehemists  whose  reports 
indicate  that  it  is  an  effervescing  preparation  having  approxi- 
mately the  following  composition ; 


Thus  it  in  simply  another  of  the  hundreds  of  lithia  prepara- 
tions on  the  market  offered  for  the  cure  of  rheumatism.  This 
in  Bpite  of  the  fact  that  scientific  investigation  and  clinical 
experience  have  demonstrated  that  lithja  is  of  very  little  use  in 
the  treatment  of  that  disease.  While  the  advertisement  carries 
the  idea  that  tartarllthine  is  a  product  of  the  Tartarlitbine 
Company,  and  that  McKesson  and  Robbins  are  simply  selling 
agents,  we  are  informed  that  the  business  is  owned  by  McKes- 
Hon  and  Robbins,  who  under  this  style  manufacture  a  remedy 
for  rheumati8ra.^(.468lnic(eii  from  The  Journal  i.  if.  A., 
April  13,  1007,  p.  J28i.) 
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BRUSH'S  BEHBDT  FOR  SEASICKNESS 

Ah  a  number  of  inquiries  baTe  been  received  regarding  a 
much  advertised  "Brush's  Remedy  for  Seasickness,"  the  prep- 
ftration  wa«  Bnbjected  to  analysis  in  the  Aasociation's  labora- 
tory.   The  report  follows: 

"Brush's  Remedy  for  Seasickness"  is  sold  in  five-ounce  bot- 
tles in  which  are  blown  the  name  and  the  use  of  the  prepara- 
tion. Besides  giving  the  name  and  use  of  the  preparation,  the 
label  conttuiis  the  following  statement: 

"It  1b  coDfldeatty  claimed  tbat  this  preparation  will  prevent  eea- 
stckneBS  and  carslcknesa  it  ased  strlctl;  In  accordance  with  tbe 
fOltonlQK  directions : 

"A  degaecMpoonful  In  a  wlDeglasB  ot  watpr  every  three  hours 
commencing  at  Inat  21  hpnre  before  salllntc  and  repeating  Che  duse 
occBBlonall;  duTlng  the  vo;aEe. 

"The  BruBh  Chemical  Co.,  New  York,  N.  Y." 

A  small  vivid  red  pamphlet  that  goes  with  the  bottle  .more 
fully  elaborates  on  the  claimed  virtues  of  the  "remedy,"  The 
following  are  specimen  statements  taken  at  random  from  the 
pamphlet : 

"The  onl;  known   specific  that  will   Invarlttbir  prevent  mol  de 

■■Seasickness  positively  prevented."' 

■'  .  .  .  la  totally  barmless  and  Hbb  not  the  slightest  an- 
pleasant  effect  on  the  heart  or  clcculatlon.'' 

In  addition  to  other  equally  broad  statements  and  com. 
meats,  several  testimonials  are  given  to  convince  the  skeptical. 

The  "remedy"  is  a  light  yellow  liquid,  without  odor,  but 
■  with  a  decidedly  acid  taste.  Qualitative  tests  demonstrated 
the  presence  of  citric  acid  and  sodium  bromid,  hut  the  presence 
of  other  acids,  metallic  radicles  or  any  alkaloids  could  not  be 
demonstrated.  Quantitative  determinationB  showed  the  pres. 
ence  of  14.94  gm.  sodium  bromid  and  2.71  gm.  citric  acid  per 
100  c.c.  of  the  preparation.  A  small  quantity  of  an  organic 
coloring  matter  was  also  found. 

From  the  results  of  the  chemical  analysis  of  "Brush's  Rem- 
edy for  Seasickness,"  it  is  concluded  that  it  is  essentially  a 
solution  of  citric  acid  and  sodium  bromid,  and  hence  has  the 
value  only  of  these  ingredienta,  ( IV.  A.  I'uckner  and  W.  8. 
Bilpert  in  The  Journal  A.  il.  A.,  May  15,  ll'OO.) 


HOTHERSILL'S   SEASICK  REMEDY 

While,   from   published   analyses,   the   oomposition   of   such 

classes    of    proprietary    remedies    as    cough    cures,    headache - 

powders,  etc.,  has  become  well  known,  very  little  has  appeared 

regarding  the  nature  of  nostrums  advertised  to  prevent  sea- 
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sickncsa.  For  tliia  reaBon  tlic  examinalion  of  Motliersill'a 
Seasick  Itemedy,  an  extensively  exploited  rppresentative  a4 
this  class,  was  undertaken  in  the  Association  laboralorj.  Tbe 
manufacturers,  'Xotheraill  Remedy  Co.,  LU.,  Detroit,"  send 
out  circulars  containing  the  most  extravagant  and  sweeping 
Btatements   regarding   the  efficacy   of   their   ramedy.      For    in- 

"The  only  romedy  which  slops  InBtanlly  and  prevents.  In  erery 
case,   whra    lakon   accordlnE    (o    directions,   seasickness,    carslckueas 
and  Dnuiica  cauKed  by  motion,  cUmbltig,  etc." 
",.     ■      .      It  la  a  grpat  slomach  strenglhraeT." 
"No  tMtd  sfler-i'irerts  arp  ever  produced  bj'  this  remedy." 
"MoiberslMg  Seasick  Itemed;  has  never  bvtn  knova   to   tall   In 
a  single  c —  " 
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These  stnteraents  are  backed  by  the  "guarantee"  of  the 
manufacturers  as  follous:  ''We  guarantee  the  successful  action 
of  Molliersill's  Seasick  Remedy  it)  every  case." 

Furtlier  to  inspire  confldcnce,  an  analytical  report  and  tes- 
timonials are  included  in  tlie  advcrtisemcDts.  The  chemist 
reports  that  lie  found  neither  "opium,  morpliin,  cocain  or  anj' 

otlier  alkaloid ."     The  testimoniiils  arc  principally  in  tire 

form  of  reprinta  from  newspapers,  mostly,  of  English  origin, 
and  are  as  lavish  in  their  prnisc  of  the  remedy  as  the  Rno't 
awn  advertiscnienta. 

The  preparation,  as  purchased  on  the  market,  comes  in  small 
lioxes  coutnininK  sixteen  capsules,  half  of  them  containing  n 
jiifik  powder  and  the  reniainilcr  a  bromi  powder.  The  cap- 
sules are  wrapped  in  tin-foil  and  packed  with  a  circular  and 
the  reproduction  of  tlin  analyst's  report  mentioned  aborp, 
'J'lic  cover  of  tbe  container  bears  Ibe  name  and  manufacturer 
of'  the  preparation  with  statements  as  to  its  use.     Tbe  uoder 
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side  of  the  box  bears  the  "guarantee"  and  specinl  dircctiona 
for  the  use  of  the  rcmedj  in  tlie  Irish  and  the  English  clian- 

The  pink  povder  possesses  an  odor  resembling  camphor, 
and  when  p'aced  on  the  tongue  produces  a  slight  anesthesia. 
It  is  partly  soluble  in  water  and  partly  in  chloroform.  Quali- 
tative examination  indicated  the  presence  of  chlorbutanol 
(acetone-chloroform;  chloretone;  methaform],  cafTein,  milk- 
sugar  and  a  fatty  acid.  Quantitative  analyBiB  demonstrated 
that  100  parts  of  the  material  contained  approximately: 

Cblorbutanol    4C.1  per  cent. 

CalTetD     7.0  per  e™i. 

-  MUk-Bugnr     27.0  pir  wnt. 

Fntt/  acid    .' 18. l!  per  cent. 

Undetermined     0.8  per  cent. 

The  brown  powder  possessed  the  same  general  properties  as 
the  pink  and  was  found  to  contain  chlorbutanol,  calfcin.  pow' 
dered  cinnamon  and  a  fatty  acid.  The  quantitative  analysis 
showed  that  100  parts  of  this  brown  powder  contained  appro.v- 
imately: 

Cblorbutanol     4r>.n  per  cpni. 

ClDnamoo,    powderi^d    S4.8  iht  cpnt. 

Fatly    acid    20.3  per  cent. 

UndetermlDed     : l.U  per  cent. 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  ttiat  the  chief  constituent  of 
this  preparation  is  chlorbutanol,  a  substance  some  years  ago 
introduced  as  a  substitute  for  cocain  and  used  as  a  local  anes- 
thetic: it  has  been  recommended  as  a  preventative  of  nausea. 
It  thus  seems  evident  from  the  analy-fis  that  in  this 
nostrum  we  have  but  another  example  of  a  scheme  that 
is  as  old  as  quackery  itself — selling  a  well-known  remedy 
under  another  name  and  investing  it  with  virtues  tliat  arc  . 
little  short  of  siraculoiis.  While  chlorbutanol — better  known 
under  the  proprietary  names  of  chloretone  and  metlinform-^ 
has  been  used  to  some  e^tent  and  with  a  limited  degree  of 
success  in  the  treatment  of  sca-sickneas,  it  is  evident  that  if 
it  were  the  marvelous  specitic  against  mat  de  mer  that  the 
exploiter  would  have  us  believe,  its  use  would  long  ago  have 
become  universal.  This  nostrum,  like  all  others,  depends  for 
whatever  popularity  it  may  have  on  several  factors.  The 
flrst,  and  largest,  is  tlie  univcr^l  tendency  to  give  any  thera- 
peutic agent — worthy  or  worthless— the  credit  tliot  rightly 
belongs  to  beneficent  Nature.  Second  is  the  psychic  element. 
which  is  enhanced  by  the  exaggerated  but  very  positive  claims 
that  are  made  for  all  nostrums,  strengthened  by  the  fact  tliat 
the  victim  is  paying  ten  times  more  than  the  thing  is  worth. 
The  element  of  suggestion  is  still  further  augmented  by  the 
device  of  administering  two  powders  of  different  colors  con- 
taining esseirtioliy  the  same  substances.  Last,  and  least,  the 
fact  that  the  principal  ingredient  has  a  therapeutic  value  in 
■elected  eases,  (W.  A.  Puckncr  and  W.  8.  Hilpert  in  The 
Journal  A.   if.  A.,  July  2,  1010.) 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

THE  CONFIDENCE  OF  QUACKS 


On  tlie  oji|)osite  piigc  we  ri'lirodilce  a  pape  from  b  pamphlet 
issued  liv  llif  Guild  Compaiiv,  letter  brokers,  Nassau  street, 
Vew  York  City.     Says  the  circular: 


pivjcliiitfcin  (rpiliifd I  of  n  cLrcular  bsdI  out  by  the 
,lHt  ('oiui)Hny.  Niitli-e  Hint  (lie  nampn  and  addrestiM 
cunciT.  riiijliirp  Hiid  fleiitnons  are  more  eipi-nglve 
His.  Nnllc'i'  alHo  tlir  llxC  of  "pntrut  medldw." 
lo,    accoi'dlDit    tu  Hie  Medii-ul  Melllng  List  Cumpanj, 


resnoase  to  an  adrertlMment. 
»9  DDd  olber  Taluable  iDtorma- 
0  dealing  tbrougb  tbe  malls. 
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Medical    Letters 


S  we  have  millions  of  rartlicat  letters  we  can  fill 
orders  for  any  quantity  from  i.ooo  up,  FoUowtos 
is  s  list  of  some  of  the'  different  cllwea  of  tbeie 

that  we  can  furnish  promptly: 


Asthma. 

General  Medical.  , 

Blood  Poison. 

Hair  Preparations 

Bust  Developer. 

Heart. 

Cancer. 

Kidney. 

CaUnh. 

Morphine. 

Nervous  Deljllily. 

Obe^ty. 

Deafness. 

Paralysis. 

Piles. 

Dyspepsia. 

Rheumatism. 

E«ema. 

Rupture. 

Eye  Troubles. 

Syphilid 

1  known  and  luc- 
fry  profitable  class 
nedical  proposition 

If  you   hsve   a   medical   proposition   to   get  before   the 
'    people   it   ii  most  imporlant   that  you  should   use  orlgioal    I 

sing  only  people  who  are  interested  in  nbat    | 
you  have  lo  offer. 

Write  ui  for  particulars  and  prices  regardinj  the  c 
of  letter*  you  are  interested  in. 

IE 


or  ailment  and  do  not  waBte  time  and  money  almlnjc  promiscuously 
at  tbousandt  of  people  of  whom  only  a  few  are  lllcely  to  be  receptive 
of  your  proposition. 
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RIctiaTds,  vhlrh  U  tbe  name  u 


1  14U,04>U  ot  the  Harriet  RIcturds 


iisanil  ror  (1 


llctisrdii  xnyn  In  her  adTertiBemeptB i 
111  tan  niirlre«B  top  In  all  eonfidepce." 
0  Mrs.  RleliBrdH,  some  or  Ihem  of  • 
tiirp,  CUD  be  repted  by  anybodr  who 


J 
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Samuel  Hopkins  Ailam:),  writing  in  Collier's,  wisely  said, 
referring  to  a  similar  list: 

"If  you  have  ever  been  foolish  enough  to  write  to  any  of 
the  quacks  and  frauds  in  that  list,  you  may  know  that  your 
letter  is  now  for  sale.  You  iaa.j  know  thai  all  the  things  you 
have  said  about  your  health  and  your  person — intimate  details 
which  you  carefully  conceal  from  your  friends  and  neighbors — 
are  the  property  of  any  person  who  cares  to  pay  four  or  five 
dollars  for  the  letters  of  your'wlf  and  others  like  you."  (From 
The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  ilarch  2S,  lOOS.) 

THE  AUEBICAH  COLLEGE  OF  MECHAHO-XaERAPT 

"Nolliine  h  tu/re  djamnmi  Ihau  acli-.e  imor.imer—Coelht. 

In  tbe  realm  of  the  new  "dnigless"  quackery  probably  no 
field  has  been  more  thoroughly  worked  than  that  of  "manipula- 
tion." The  absence  of  laws  in 
many  states  and  the  inailequacy 
of  such  laws  as  do  exist  makes 
the  "treatment"  of  disease  by 
mechanical  means  a  veritable  gold 
mine  for  the  unscrupulous  and 
incompetent. 

In  his  "Great  American  Fraud" 
series  Samuel  Hopkins  Adams 
calls  attention  to  the  absurdity  of 
the  proposition  put  forward  by 
numeroiu  quacks  that  It  is  pos- 
sible to  treat  diseases  by  corre- 
spondence. 'As  Mr.  Adnms  says, 
it  is  "like  mending  chimneys  by 
mail."  On  a  par  with  this  is  the 
teaching  of  "manual  manipula- 
tion" by  correspondence.  This 
feat  is  accomplished  (!)  by  an 
institution  calling  itself  tbe 
"American  College  of  ilechano- 
Therapy"  having  its  headquarters 
in  Chicago. 

The  advertisements  of  this 
concern  put  the  "science  of 
mecha  no -therapy"  as  taught  by 
it  on  a  frankly  commercial  basis. 
The  important  and  much -em- 
phasized point  is  that  by 
studying  mecha  no-therapy  you 
can  "earn  from  $3,000  to  $E,000 
ft  year."  -l-hvaMa 


t  of  tbe 


,  Cookie 
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WHAT  la   A   "MKOHAirO-THBIAPlSTT'' 

Tlifl  individual  who,  attracted  bj  this  get -rich -quick  prop- 
osition, ia  anxioiu  to  learn  •omething  about  the  general  prin- 
eiplea  of  the  cult,  fa  told: 

"His   fibp  merhano-thcraplst'fil   medlclnei are  not 

dmgi  bnt  scleatlfle  comblnatlou  of  food,  clrcnmatance.  Idea,  water 
end  matlan." 

After  mentally  digeeting  this  aomewhat  abetmse  proposi- 
tion, descriptive  of  the  fundamental  princlplea  of  mecbano- 
therapy,  the  reader  leama  further,  that: 

"HIa  InBtrnmepta  aie  not  kolvem  and  savi.  bat  hia  awn  deft 
handa  and  tbe  vital  processes  o(  the  body  Itself,  the  ctrcDlatlon. 
resplratloD.  aecretlon,  etc,  which  he  msiilpiilateB  as  he  sees  lit  and 
his  JudKoieat  dictates." 

In  other  words  the  graduate  of  the  American  College  of 
Mechano- Therapy  "manipulates  as  he  sees  fit"  his  patient's 
-  "secretion"  by  "scientific  combinations  of  food,  circumstance, 
idea,  water  and  motion."  It  would  surely  be  hard  to  And  a 
more  meaningless  jargon  of  words  outside  of  Mrs.  Eddy's 
"Science  and  Health." 

The  dean  of  this  "college"  is  W.  C.  Schul7e,  M.D.,  who,  we 
are    told,   "has   had   a   thorough    European   training,   and   so 


Keprnductlaa  ol  a  typical  "bust  developer"  advertlsemeet  of  tl 
Auriim  Campan;.  Tbe  address — T9  Deabom  Street — was  also  tbai: 
of  tbe  defunct  "Physlclaa's  Institute," 

combines  alt  the  learning  of  the  great  acltooU  of  tlie  tootid." 
[Italics  ours. — Ed.]  The  subjects  taught  at  this  institution  of 
learning  are,  according  to  the  catalogue,  the  following: 

"Anatomy,  Physiology.  DIsgnoslH,  Hjulene,  Dietetics,  Hydro- 
therapy. Maanal  Manlirolatlon,  Swedish  Movements.  Vibration,  Os- 
ctttatlon.  Mechanics  (cnratlve).  Sugj^tlve  TberBi>eiit[cs  .  .  ■ 
Etblca,  Eatabllsbmebt,  Promotion  end  Bnsinegs  Methods." 

In  addition  to  these  numerous  subjects,  "Osteopathy"  U 
thrown  in  for  good  meaeure;  and  alt  this  is  taught  by  oor- 
respondencel     Apparently  there  is  no  limit  to  human  credulity 
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when  eupidit;  beckons.  In  referring  to  the  time  required  to 
complete  the  "course"  and  thus  receive  the  diploma,  which  is 
"handsomely  executed  on  art  parchment,"  we  *.Te  told: 
"In  six  montha  yoa  can  begin  praetlcliiK  meehano-therapy." 
Of  course  the  acquirement  of  the  "skilled  touch"  ia  all-essen- 
tial, "but  it  Is  no  more  difficult  than  learning  to  ride  a  bi- 
cycle." And  incidentally  that  suggests  the  commercial  pos- 
sibilities of  teaching  bicycle  riding  or  even  equestrianism  by 

TBK  "BU81KE88  8IDE" 

In  addition  to  the  various  subjects  from  anatomy  to  sug- 
gestive therapeutics  that  are  taught  by  this  "college"  the  cur- 
riculum includes  'The  Business  Side  of  MechanO'Therapy." 
This  important  subject  deals  with  such  problems  as: 

"How  to  approach  a  Patient." 

"How  to  get  the  Fees  at  ODce." 

"The  Business  talk  that  will  make  the  Patient  willing  to  pa;  tbe 

"How  to  handle  the  Qnestion  of  the  siie  ot  a  Fee." 

"Real  Mone;  Talk." 

"Atwars  get  Cash  down." 

The  "business  side,"  too,  is  particularly  emphasised  in  the 
advertisements  of  the  college: 

"Opportunities  to  make  monej  In  Hechano-Tlierapy  are  everj- 
where.  You  need  not  leave  home  to  make  ronr  fortune." 

"    ....    we  guaraatee  success " 

"We  Bt  yon  In  a  few  moDtbs  so  you  may  become  saccesafal  and 
earn  ttom  18.000  to  $B,000  a  jear." 

"Unlimited  Income  to  ^adnates." 

"We  know  of  no  other  calilog  .  .  .  wblch  promises  the  same 
floanclal  retarns  that  Mecbano-Therapy  does." 

Such  is  the  bait,  which,  judging  from  the  amount  spent  in 
advertising,  is  so.  productive  of  results  in  catching  the  ig- 
norant and  avaricious. 

The  "instructor"  in  "business  methods"  is  one  8.  J.  Tinthoff, 
who  also  is  treasurer  of  the  "college."  We  learn  from  the 
prospectus  that  as  instructor,  he  "is  eminently  well  qualified 
for  this  position."    In  fact;   , 

"His  knowledge  ot  the  proper  methods  a  physician,  specialist 
or  Uecbano-Tberaplst  may  pursue  In  ordn  to  bnlld  up  a  large 
practice,  U  perhaps  nnsocpassed  by  that  of  any  other  man  In  the 
Dnlted  States." 

We  are  told,  too,  that  F.  S.  Tinthoff,  brother  ot  8.  J.  Tin- 
thoff,  and  "Director  of  the  Gorrespondeut  Department,  is  also 
a  trained  business  man  and  expert  correspondence  instructor." 
We  understand  that  F.  S.  and  S.  J.  Tinthoff  operate  the 
"Aurum  Company,"  which  does  a  mail-order  business  in 
"Vestro,"  which  is  modestly  claimed  to  be  "the  only  true 
Bust  Developer  on  the  market  to-day."  If  we  are  not  mis- 
taken, too,  F.  8.  Tinthoff  was  president  and  treasurer  of  the 
now  defunct  "Physician's  Institute"  of  Chicago.  The  ques- 
tion arises:    Does  an  experience  in  operating  a  "physician's  in- 


j  ,Gt)(.)^lc 
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■titutc"  and  filling  mail-OTders  for  the  "only  leli&ble  buat 
developer"  qualif  j  ft  man  for  the  position  of  "instnietor"  in  n 
correBpoaderce  "college  of  Mechano-Therapy  T" 

IXOAL  STATUS  or  llECHANO'THERAPT 

The  American  College  of  Mechano -Therapy  advertiaea:  "Wa 
Teach  You  How  to  Treat  Disease  Without  Druga."  A  pros- 
pective student  who  wished  to  know  what  legal  restrictions 


can,  MBcch  ai.  1909. 

there  might  be  to  the  practice  of  this  method  of  "treating" 
disease,  wrote  as  follows:  "If  I  should  take  your  course  and 
receive  a  diploma  could   I  practice  Mechano-Therapy  in  any 
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of  the  atatesT  I  underatand  that  the  different  BtatcB  have 
different  laws  regarding  the  practice  of  medidne  and  I  woQld 
lilie  to  know  if  there  are  any  reBtrictiona  in  regard  to 
Meehano  Therapy  T" 

The  reply  he  received  may  well  be  pondered  over  by  those 
who  believe  that  medical  practice  acta  exist  for  the  beneSt  of 
the  public; 

Dear  Friend ; — Tbere  at*  no  laws  on  the  stBtute  booke  regardlOR 
HechiDO-TberapT.  In  IIIlDoIi  for  Initance.  there  Is  the  ao-callcd 
"IH^gleu  HealioK  Act"  appljins  to  all  lucb  methods  ae  Mechano- 
Tbetapr,  Oaleopalhy,  etc.  Some  of  our  graduates  have  quallHed 
nnder  thia  law  h;  eiimlcitlon,  while  afhitra  aany  on  thrir  utork 
under  the  advlte  end  conttjit  ef  a  frienitlu  II.D.  We  recommtnd 
tAs  lalttr  metAod  (Italics  oan. — Ed.]  until  such  time  as  Mecbaao- 
Therap7  la  regulated  by  legliiatlve  enactmmt  la  the  Tarlous  states. 
Yours  truly, 

American  College  of  MecbBOO'Tbefapr, 

W.  C.  Schulie,  M.n. 


Photographic  rep  rod  iic  lion  (greatly  rpdiiocd)  of  thS  "enrollment 
blank"  sent  out  to  proapectlve  dupca.  While  flW  Is  Ibe  price  eiip- 
posed  to  Ik  charged  tar  a  "coumv,"  the  amount  actunlly  takeo 
varies.  The  "easier"  the  dope,  the  more  he  pays ;  the  longer  be 
defers  throwing  away  good  money,  the  Ii'Eb  he  is  naked  to  pay  for 
the  "course.  ■ 

HTTHOD  OF  UITEBiaTINO  "STUDENTS" 

The  individual  who  writes  to  this  college  for  information 
receives  a  three-page  letter  and  a  "prospectus."  The  latter 
ia  entitled,  "How  to  Become  a  Mech  a  no -Therapist,"  and  the 
flrat  page  is  taken  up  with  a  full-page  picture  of  the  "home 
of  the  American  College  of  Mechano- Therapy."  This  "home" 
is  pictured  as  a  nine-story  building,  across  the  top  of  which 
appean  in  large  letters,  the  legend:    "American  College  of 


.IKWIC 
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MMhano-Thenipy."  The  natuMl  ioference  to  one*  not  c«»- 
veraant  with  the  fact*  would  b«  that  the  "coUege"  occupied 
the  entire  building.  In  reality,  howerer,  it  occupies  aome 
roome  on  the  sixth  floor  of  the  building  in  which  it  is  located, 
and  the  building  carries  no  such  legend  as  is  shown  in  the  picture. 

VABIABLE  TUn>IOir  R&TEa 

The  forni  letter,  after  expatiating  on  the  virtues  and  moncj- 
making  poaBibJIities  of  the  "course"  winds  up  by  calling  Atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  the  tuition  is  $100  cash  "for  the  complete 


O^vtrrA  1^  Sfet  fwt  af  lUteli 


fiqtlatnatr  of  ^uggsAmt 
Strgratirotica 


liu'ludfs  overylhlng,  diploma  i 
"Ihe  rcRulnr  price  of  this  com 
a  happy  colncldcnoD  vie  wi-Te  nl 
— hrnec   tlic  barKnln-nnlf   pricp. 


■s"  tEiijilit  by  tills  rprantlle  mall-onler  "college;" 
'ntal  llpnUog"  Ihnl  "Ih  a  work  o(  art,  haDdsomclj 
I    coIorK,"    may    also    be    iiail.    pHcc    flO.       "Tbls 


all.      No   eitrns." 


.J 


M/SCELLAXE0V8 


No.  I 

No.  2 

No.  3 

No.  4 
No.  5 
No.6 
No.  7 

No.  8 

HOW  THE  PEICE  VABIE9! 
Photographic  lacsimileB  ol  portions  of  consecotlvt  "(orm  lettprs" 
sent    out    by    tbe    Amirlcan    CoIIpbc   o(    Hechano-Thirnpj    to    pros- 
pective rEctlms.     Notice  bow  Ihp  prices  ynry  from  *300,00  lo  |1.00; 

r.,<.-..;j-,  Google 
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eonne."  The  tuition  rates,  hovever,  seem  to  vwrf.  One  person 
who  Inquired  about  tlie  course  wai  told  in  the  flnt  letter  that 
it  cost  $100;  in  the  second  letter  he  was  told  that  "we  expect 
sliortly  t«  advance  our  fees  to  $200" — but  they  would  still 
accept  him  at  the  $100  rate;  in  the  thiTd  letter  he  was  told 
that  the  advance  had  been  made  "and  our  present  terms  are 
$200  cash,"  but  as  a  special  proposition  he  would  be  accepted 
"ot  the  old  special  reduced  rate";  in  the  fourth  letter  he  was 
offered  the  "complete  course"  for  $60,  but  he  must  "hold  this 
special  reduced  price  atrictly  confldential."  Letter  nnmber  five 
brought  the  enrollment  price  down  to  $30,  white  a  price  of  $25 
— also  "confidential" — was  made  in  letter  six.  In  letter  nutd- 
ber  seven,  Spcretary  Tinthoff  explained  that  "at  a  special  meet- 
ing of  the  fneutty  ...  I  gained  their  consent  to  allow  me 
to  make  a  partial  free  scholarship  offer  to  a  few  representative 
persons."  In  view  of  this  they  would  start  him  on  bis  way 
to  fortune  if  he  would  "send  us  only  $3  by  return  mail."  Even 
tills  offer  failed  to  land  a  victim  and  the  eighth  and  last  letter 
came;  "Sl.OO  only  will  start  you  in  meohano-therapy ! "  This 
final  appeal  being  unsuccessful,  the  American  College  of 
MeeliB no- Therapy  was  compelled  to  charge  the  posU^  and 
stationery  up  to  profit  and  loss  and  close  the  account. 

Another  individual  was  offered  the  course  for  $50 — and  this, 
too,  within  a  few  days  of  the  time  that  the  first  person  received 
notice  that  the  fees  had  been  "advanced"  to  $200.  Other  per- 
sona have  been  offered  a  50  per  cent,  discount  ($50  cash)  with 
the  .first  letter.  It  should  be  said  that  all  the  "enrollment 
blanks"  which  we  have  seen — and  they  are  many — give  the  cost 
of  the  course  as  $100. 

The  extensive  advertising  done  by  this  concern  would  seem 
to  demonstrate  its  profitableness.  On  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic 
the  public  has  been  advised  through  the  daily  and  weekly  press 
of  the  commercial  possibilities  of  "raechano-therapy"  as  taught 
by  this  "college."  In  commenting  on  the  part  that  the  press 
plays  in  making  such  concerns  as  this  profitable,  London  TritfS 
says: 

"It  passes  my  understanding  how  wealthy  newspaper  pro- 
prietors .  .  .  can  condescend  to  take  money  for  foisting 
this  sort  of  bunkum  on  their  readers;  but  as  long  as  they  do 
BO,  cheap  postage  to  America  will  certainly  put  money  into 
some  pockets." 

Elsewhere  the  same  publication,  in  describing  the  "college," 
calls  it  "a  concern  which  proposes  to  give  postal  tuition  in 
quackery  to  British  fools" — a  description  which  can  only  be 
improved  by  the  substitution  of  "English-speaking"  for 
"British." — {Modified  from  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  Aug.  S8, 
1909.) 
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CASNEQIE  DHIVESSITY 


The  followiag  article  describes  an  i  id  posing!  j' -named  "school 
of  drugleas  healiiig" — Carnegie  University.  This  concern  gives 
diplomas  and  grants  degrees  ior  a  caeli  conaideration;  more- 
OTer,  it  will  grant  these  degrees  and  diplomaa  to  individuals 
even,  after  they  have  given  documentary  proof  of  their  unfit- 
ness to  treat  disease.  For  $50  the  degree  of  "Doctor  of 
Mechanotherapy"  and  an  ornate  "diploma"  was  offered  to  one 
whose  ignorance  of  physiology  and  anatomy  was  such  that  he 
could  not  distinguish  between  the  circulation  of  the  blood  in 
the  liver  and  the  digestion  of  food  in  the  stomach  and  who  did 
not  know  the  difference  between  a  part  of  the  brain  and  the 
throat.  Think  of  it!  In  most  of  the  states  of  the  Union,  a 
man  exhibiting  this  colossal  ignorance  of  the  human  body  is 
permitted  to  treat  any  disease  that  flesh  is. heir  to — providing 
he  does  not  use  drugs.  And  almost  the  only  ones  who  protest 
against  such  unchecked  malpractice  are  physiciaos — who  aie 
at  once  accused  of  ulterior  motives  and  charged  with  persB' 
cuting  "competitors." 

As  such  schools  exist  only  for  the  sale  of  worthless  diplomas 
and  worse  than  worthless  "courses,"  so  also  the  individuals  . 
patronizing  them  do  ao  for  one  purpose  and  one  purpose  only — 
that  of  engaging  in  an  easy  and  lucrative  business.  The  dom- 
inant idea  expressed  throughout  all  the  catalogues  of  the 
various  "colleges"  of  "drugless  healing"  is  the  amount  of 
money  that  can  he  made  by  following  this  trade.  For  trade  it 
is— and  a  disreputable  one.  These  schools  are  attempting  to 
influence  state  legislatures  to  grant  them  legal  recognition. 
Such  recognition  once  granted,  the  thousands  of  sordid  igno- 
ramuses who  have  purchased  the  degrees  offered  by  these 
institutions  are  turned  loose  to  work  their  will  on  the  sick 
and  the  suffering.  When  will  the  granting  of  charters  to  such 
worthless  and  fraudulent  institutions  cease?  The  editor  of 
London  Truth  once  stated  that  it  seemed  easier  to  start  a  uni- 
versity in  the  United  States  than  it  was  to  start  a  grog-shop 
in  Great  Britain.  And  he  might  have  added:  "or  in  the  United 
States,  either." 

A  DniglesB- Healing  Diploma  Hill 

The  greater  attention  now  paid  to  non-medicinal  thera- 
peutics by  the  medical  profession  has  aroused  popular  interest 
in  these  methods  of  treatment.  As  always  happens  in  aueh 
cases,  quacks  and  charlatans  have  been  quick  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  opportunities  thus  offered.  Every  little  while  a  new 
"school"  ot  "drugleas  healing"  comes  into  existence  and 
attempts  to  work  the  public  and,  if  commercially  successful, 
has  the  audacity  to  insist  that  its  methods  shall  be  recognized 
by  legislative  enactment- 

The  result  of  this  condition  has  been,  and  is,  that  the  country 
is  flooded  with  incompetent  ignoramuses  who  have  not  brains   . 
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enough  to  become  ahoe-blacks,  or  enough  energy  to  be  street- 
8we«pers,  but  who  pOBsesa  cheaply  purchased  "diplomas"  from 
Home  school  of  "drugless  healing"  and  who  hold  themselves  out 
as  competent  to  treat  that  moat  complicated  piece  of  machinery 
— the  human  body.  And  the  tragedy  of  the  whole  thing  in, 
that  the  state  instead  of  stepping  in  between  the  charlatans 
who  conduct  these  "schools"  and  the  public  that  ia  victimized 
by  their  graduates,  grants  such  institutions  charters  and 
empowers  them  to  confer  "degrees," 

The  Carnegie  University,  Wilmington,  Del.,  is  a  corporation 
chartered  by  the  state  of  Delaware.    Affiliated  with  this  "uni- 


Alleged  photographs  of  the  "Officers.  Members  of  the  Board  of 
Regents  and  Professors  of  Carnegie  CnlversKy"  as  they  appear  In 
tLc  "Annnol  Announcement."  The  picture  of  A.  I.  Stolk,  M.D,.  U.0„ 
who  Bfi'nis  to  attend  to  tbe  business  jMitt  of  the  ii     '      ' 


Tersity"  is  the  National  Institute  of  Mechano-Therapy  of  New 
York  City,  chartered  by  the  state  of  New  York.  The  "officers 
and  board  of  regents"  of  the  Carnegie  University  are: 

J.   J.   HoUiN    VAKDEaHEiDB,   Ph.D..  -M.D.,   D.O.,   president  of  the 
university. 

A.  B.  WiEBSMi.  M.D..  vice-president.  ^ 


>f  tbe  board  of 

,   vice-president   of  tbe  board  of 

..  H.  Vahdebiieioe,  M.A.,  LL.B.,  D.C.L.,  member  of  tbe  board  of 
regents. 

F.  IlAiHAN,  M.D.,  LUD..  Ph.D.,  member  of  the  board  of  regents. 

I  Of  this  imposing  list  it  will  be  seen  that  five  of  the  eight 
men  have  "MJJ."  after  their  names.  A  careful  search  of 
joRicial  records  shows  no  such  individuals  as  U censed  prac- 
Ititioners  of  medicine.  Of  course  it  is  possible — and  in  the 
'light   of  what   follows  it  seems   probable — that  these  enter- 
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prising  diptoma  diapensers  liave  seen  fit  to  confer  the  degree 
of  doctor  of  medicine  on  each  otlier.  What  ia  the  uae  of 
running  a.  diploma  mill  imleaa  ;ou  can  furfiish  fouraelf  with 
any  title  that  ma;  strike  your  fancy!  And  judging  from 
tlie  picturesque  atring  of  letters  affixed  to  the  uameB  of  tlio 
"ofGcera  and  board  of  regents"  these  gentlemen  have  apparently 
availed  tliemselvea  to  tlie  full  of  tlie  favorable  opportunity 
bhey  iiftve  of  accumulating  "degrees." 

WHAT   TUB    "university"    IS 


■'Carnegie  University  Is  the  oldeat  and  most  eelebtated  institu- 
tion of  learning  of  Its  kind  In  the  United  States  of  America.  It 
was  Initiated,  promoted  and  flnonced  by  a  tew  of  Amerlcil'B 
moai  prominent  t^entlemi^n  In  the  mganclnl  as  well  as  the  profea- 
Blonal  world.  Xhesc  gciillemen,  Imewlrig  the  progress  that  Drug- 
less  Therapy  (healing)  has  made  In  the  lust  tirchty  years,  and 
understanding  the  great  future  for  this  science,  saw  the  neces- 
sity of  devoting  one  of  the  Colleges  of  a  great  University  to 
Druglesg  Therapy,  so  that  tbose  earnestly  desiring  to  tMcome 
Druglcsg  rhyslclana  and  Bloodless  Surgeons  could  acquire  a 
tborough  and  scientific  knowledge  of  tbe  various  sciences  which 
conalUnte  the  natural  method  ot  healing.  The  Unlveralty  was 
named  In  honor  of  Carnegie,  tbe  great  philanthropist,  who  has 
done  BO  mueh  for  the  dlsscminntlon  and  promulgation  of  knowl- 
edge and  education." 


WHAT    IT    I 


We  learn  from  tlie  same  announcement  that;  "By  virtue  of 
tlie  powers  invested  in  the  University  by  the  government  of 
tlie  State  of  Delaware,  it  gives  instruction  in  all  Drugless 
Arts, 'Scieneea  and  Philosophies  and  in  any  otlier  Art,  Science 
or  Philoaophy.  It  also  confers  degrees  in  any  Art,  Science  or 
Philoaophy."  Then  follows  a  list  of  the  numerous  "degrees' 
conferred  by  this  institution  of  learning.     Here  are  a  few; 


M.D. 


U.T.D. 


Being  desirous  of  looking  into  the  Carnegie  University  more 
thoroughly,  a  member  of  The  Jouusai,  staff  wrote  for  a 
catalogue.  In  return  a  Qve-page  form-letter,  on  the  stationery 
of  the  Carnegie  Univeraity  and  signed  "A.  I,  Stolk,  M.D., 
D.O.,  Treasurer,"  was  received.  The  letterhead  bore  half-tone 
pictures  of  Wilmington's  two  largest  office  buildings  on  which 
the  words  "Carnegie  University"  had  been  inserted  to  ^ve 
the  impression  that  this  institution  occupied  these  buildings. 
An  "Annual  Announcement"  was   also  received    (from   wliieh 
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'[iiotatiom  luive  alr«ftd;  been  given)  in  which  were  ^owingly 
Inscribed  the  possibilitiea  of  "Dniglesi  HetJing"  And  the 
wonderful  QDancial  success  thAt  would  follow  >  "oourae"  of 
IiistriKtioD  taken  at  this  "most  celebrated  inatitutkui  of 
leamiag,"  A  □amber  of  pietuTes  slao  were  sent  pnrpcHtug 
to  be  the  photographs  of  "Officers,  Memben  of  tha  Board  of 
Regents  and  Profetaora  of  Carnegie  University.'*  Ther*  WKe 
plwtogrsphs,  too,  of  a  handsome  building  in  New  Yatlc  CSty 
that  was  labeled  "Nntional  Institute  of  Mechano-Therapj, 
Afliliated  with  Carnegie  University."    Of  course,  no  such  let- 


tering actually  appears  on  this  building.  Fae-aimiles  of  the 
diplomas  issued  b;  "Camegiaiia  Untvtrtita^  were  klao  re- 
ceived, showing  the  ornate  magnificence  of  this  "magniflcently 
engraved"  piece  of  "white  parchment" — "19  by  24  inehea." 
Tlie  recipient  was  told  that  whatever  "course"  he  might  take, 
"the  degree  is  legal  in  every  country  on  the  globe  and  the 
graduates  are  protected  by  the  high  staadiag  of  the  ewpora- 
tion  with  its   immense  resources." 
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CABHBQIB  OMITiaaiTT,  CHICiOO.   ILL.,  Oct.  24,  IBll. 

WllmlDgtoQ,  Del. 
Di.  A.  I.  Stole. 

Dear  i9ir.'  I  bave  read  (he  catalogue  you  sent  me  about  mechano- 
tberapr.  Mow  I  nm  booh  going  back  to  England  wbcre  I  expect  to  start 
■n  office  as  a  "bone  setter,"  l  bare  bad  a  good  deal  ot  experience 
over  bere  doing  manage  aad  have  also  Htudlcd  some  medical  books. 
Would  JOQ  be  willing  to  let  me  bave  a  dlplome  of  mechano-tberapy 
iHtbout  having  to  watt  for  the  course?  1  haven't  time  to  take  It 
and  I  want  to  leave  far  Iiondon  In  two  or  three  weeks.  I  will  pass 
an  examination  If  you  want  to  send  me  Ibe  quesllons  and  I  will  be 
willing  to  par  lor  tbe  full  course  without  taking  any  of  the  charts. 


Tliis  plan  to  purchsse  &  diploma  outright  was  eagerly  taken 
lip  by  the  "University"  as  the  following  reply  ahowa: 

Mr. Wjlmihqton,  Del.,  Oct.  2T,  1911. 

Chicago,  Ilh 
Dear  Sir; — Enclosed  please  Bnd  examination  queatlonH  which  we 
desire  you  to  answer  at  your  earliest  opportunity.  If  this  examina- 
tion proves  to  be  satisfactory  to  us.  we  will  grant  yon  tbe  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Mecbano-Therapy  upon  tbe  conditions  mentioned  In  your 
letter  ot  October  24th. 

Hoping  this  may  be  satlslactor;  to  yon.  we  are. 

Yours  very  respectfully. 

A.  I.  Stole,  U.D..  D.O., 

Treaaarer. 
The  examination  questions  referred   to  in   this  letter  were 
twenty-two  in  number  and  were  typewritten  on  a  plain  sheet 
of  fooUcap  under  the  following  typewritten  heading: 


AN  EXAMINATION 
Lack  of  apace  preventa  printing  all  of  the  questions  and 
the  answers  given  by  the  supposed  seeker  of  a  diploma.  Need- 
less to  Ba.y  the  questions  were  answered  in  such  a  way  aa  to 
make  perfectly  plain  to  anyone  that  the  examinee  was 
ignorant  to  a  degree  and  was  in  no  senae  competent  to  treat 
disease.  A  few  of  the  queationa  asked  and  the  answers  given 
will   make  this  fact  clear; 

QnisTioM;  What  Is  Histology? 

Answeb  ;    Histology  Is  tbe  study  of  tbe  blitory  of  tbe  anatomy 
and  physiology  ot  the  body. 
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I  lie  X 

QuisTloN  :   Describe  tbe   fomfi. 

ANawlK :  Tbe  rorali  l>  tbat  part  of  tbe  throat  at  tbe  back  of  tbe 
tOfiallB  whlcb  ii  affected  In  catarrb.  Ad  adjuatment  at  tbe  rertcbra 
of  tbe  neck  will  otten  help  It. 

QdIBtiOn  ;  What  ia  Keratitlal     Qlve  course  at  treatment. 

ANaniB :  Kecatltla  li  Inflammation  of  the  ejt.  It  should  be 
treated  b;  manipulating  the  muscles  and  nerves  of  tbe  neck  and 
by  adjuatlng  tbe  Tertebra  of  tbe  neck.     Cold-water  baadages  ms; 


:    Give  tbe 


:  Iritis  I 


also  a 


for 


ritls. 


treated  as  described  li 

QtiEBiioN  :  How  would  ;ou  replace  a  dislocated  lower  Jaw? 

ANSWEa :  Tbe  Jaw  should  be  pulled  forward  or  pushed  back,  as 
tbe  case  may  be,  mid  the  Joint  maaaaged  end  adjusted. 

QuiaiiOH  :  GlTe  Pathologj,  Etiology,  Symptonia.  and  Treatment 
for  Malaria. 

ANSwkB :  Malaria  la  found  In  tbe  South  and  In  swampy  places. 
Tbe  patient  should  be  given  maaaage  to  make  the  bowela  move  and 
tbe  spine  sbould  be  adjusted  to  Improre  tbe  circulation.  It  la  also 
better  to  have  the  pstlenC  move  from  a  malarial  place  to  where  It 
Is  dry. 

QuESTioy :  Why  does  Mcc ban o-Th crapy  cure  disease?  GlTe 
pathological  eiplanatlon. 

AsswEB  :  It  cures  disease  because  II  puta  things  right  tbat  have 
got  wrong.     It  brings  tbe  vltRl  farce  to  the  part  that  Is  111. 

!    Pathology,    Etiology    symptoms   and   treatment 


for 


oneblal  Asthmj 


4KSwEn  :  BTODcblal  asthma  Is  very  common  In  damp  countries, 
like  England.  It  should  be  treated  by  massage  of  the  chest  and 
back.  Also  the  vertebra  of  tbe  middle  of  the  back  should  be 
adjusted.     Sometimes  cubeb  cigarettes  will  help  relieve  It. 

U  ia  not  necessary  to  have  a  medical  education  to  realize 
tliat  a  person  making  such  answers  as  those  quoted  ttbove  baa 
not  the  knowledge  of  physiology  and  anatomy  usually  pos- 
sessed by  the  arerage  "eighth  grade"  public  school  pupil. 
Nevertlieless,  when  these  answers  were  sent  in,  the  Carnegie 
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UntTersity  authorities  decided  that  the  person  sending  them 
had  knowledge  enough  to  be  graduated,  as  the  following  let- 
ter indicateB: 

WiLuiNOTON,  Del.,  Nov.  4,  1611. 

Mr.  . 

Cblcnco,  III. 
Dear  Sir:  Vie  berewilb  have  the  pteaeure  to  Intorm  yoa  that 
IIOH  Jmve  paited  iiour  examtnaUon  ver)/  lOHj/aotortlji  [Itallo  onr» — 
Ed.],  and  tbat  the  Carnegie  UnlTeraity  has  conferred  on  you  the 
deeree  of  Doctor  of  Mcchano-Therepjr.  Tlie  diploma  will  be  for- 
warded to  you  on  receipt  of  post-office  money  order  of  ISO,  as  men- 
tioned In  j-our  preTlons  communication,  being  the  cash  price  far  the 
entire  course. 


Here  we  have  n  facsimile  of  the  "magniflcently  eagraved  diploma 
18  by  24  Inches,  on  white  art  parchment"  granted  by  the  National 
Institute  of  Mechano-Therapy. 

If  ybu  think  tliat  you  have  n< 
at  your  Chicago  addrcas,  and  .  _    .      .  , 

leaTlng  America,  arrive  in  New  York  City,  you  c 
olIlcerB  of  the  National  Instltnte  ot  Mecbano-Therapy,  1S8  West 
Slity-Slith  Street.  New  York  City,  and  your  diploma  will  be 
ready.  Howctcf,  It  you  still  have  time  to  receive  tbe  diploma.  It 
win  immediately  be  forwarded  (a  you  after  the  post-olBce  money- 
order  bas  been  received  by  the  Carnegie  TIniTenilty.  It  you  cannot 
call  at  the  Instltule,  we  will  forward  you  your  diploma  wherever 
you  may  be. 

You  can  also  communicate  with  us  through  our  representative  in 
London,  Jonathan  NlcbolsoQ,  LUD.,  M.D.,  32  MlghSeld  Bill,  Opper 
Norwood.    Burrcy,   England. 

Hoping  to  bear  from  you  as  soon  as  possible,  we  are. 
Yours  very  respectfully, 

A.  I.  Stole,  M.D,,  D.O., 

Treasnrer. 

P.  S. — Tbe  proper  address  of  our  reprcwDtstlve  In  England  will 
be  forwarded  to  you,  because  he  has  luflt  moved  to  London. 
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All  of  wbkh  roeaiu  that  the  Csmegie  Univenit;  exisU 
for  the  evident  puipoae  of  selliiig  diplomma  and  granting 
d^reee  to  sueb  indiridnala  ■■  wish  to  engmge  in  the  pru;tice 
of  "dnigleM  healing."  Whether  tha  MJ).  degree,  which  they 
claim  to  grant,  can  be  purchased  on  the  ume  basis,  we  do 
not  know.  And  thii  parchment  factory  has  the  effrontery  to 
make  the  following  claim: 

"ARE  OUB  GRADUATES  COMPETENT! 
"We  bare  glren  m>  tnucb  thought  and  time  to  oar  ■ystem  of 
Inatmctlon  that  our  Btudenti,  when  sradoated,  are  able  to  worK 
entirely  on  their  own  reaponslbllltr  and  be  ultra  Boccenfnl  as 
Dragieu  Pbyilelana.  Bloodless  Sargeons,  Beaaty  Speclallata  and 
p«ilc  Burgeons." 

Incidentally,  it  is  worth  noting  that  Carnegie  University's 
LK>ndon  representative,  Jonathan  Nicholson,  LL.D.,  M.D.,  is 
'  also  known — unfavorably — on  the  other  aide.  London  Truth, 
which  has  exposed  so  many  medical  and  pseudo-medical  frauds, 
has  called  attention  to  Mr.  Nicholson  on  several  occasions. 
The  following  quotation  from  Truth's  "Cautionary  List"  givM 
tersely  and  expressively  that  publication's  opinion  of  the 
London  representative  of  Carnegie  University: 

National  Collbok  or  BLECTBO-THjaaArKuTics,  22.  Budge-row  and 
9,  Walbrooi,  London,  B.  C— The  name  under  which  Mr.  Jonathan 
Nicholson  practlsea  the  art  and  mystery  of  magnetic  healing,  asd 
having  ancceeded  In  humbugging  bimsetf  Into  a  belief  In  himself, 
now  strives  to  humbag  others. 

We  have  said  that  the  answers  to  the  "examination"  ques- 
tions submitted  by  this  "diploma  mill"  made  perfectly  plain 
to  everyone  the  ignorance  of  the  individual  writing  them. 
Nevertheless  only  physicians  can  fully  reaRze  the  tremendous 
amount  of  harm  that  might  be  done  by  an  individual  hold- 
ing himself  out  as  a  "drugleas  healer"  whose  ignorance  of 
anatomy  and  physiology  is  aa  colossal  as  that  indicated  by 
the  "examination"  referred  to.  Yet  in  many  states  of  the 
Union  an  individual  without  even  an  elementary  education 
and  with  absolutely  no  technical  training  can  do  business  as  a 
"druglesH  healer"  and  carry  on  his  malpractice  with  impunity 
90  far  as  the  law  is  concerned.  And  should  the  machinery  of 
the  court  be  set  in  motion  against  him  the  cry  of  persecution 
is   at  once   raised. 

The  time  must  come— and,  for  the  safety  of  the  public  tha 
sooner  it  comes  the  better — when  an  enlightened  state  will  not 
issue  charters  indiscriminately  to  any  group  of  ignorant 
fakera  who  choose  to  organize  a  "university."  (From  The 
Journal  J.  M.  A..  Xov.   IS,     Hill.) 
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"CIRIIECIEIIISTIM" 
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Vandertieide  and  Lhitott^  Arrest8d| 

When  Government  Officers  RsM 

Uoable   Co    Fupibh  -Bail. 


Fftlllng  to  securo  tha  f:t,000  ball  tn 
Which  the  are  held,  J.  I.  Herman  Van- 
dflrbelde  and  Tamea  L.  Llntott.  said 
to  be  the  preaideat  and  the  Bocretar; 
of  tha  Carnegie  UiiiverBlty,  at  213 
Weat  Btreet,  yeaterday  were  taken 
from  tlie  police  station  to  the  work- 
house. They  were  in  charge  ot 
deputy  United  Statoa  marshal.  The 
prlsoners^^Wffft^^^^lJiLdcutted,  and , 


negje  UmTerglly  ttauO  In  The  Journal  o(  t_. 
Asaoclatlon  the  f^ersl  autborltles  looked  iDto  tbe 


HOLDING   OPINION   OH   FOOD   PRESERTATITES 
Booming  the  Boiax  Businesa 

The  methods  which  are  used  to  secure  the  adhesion  of  pby- 
sicians  to  a  failing  cause  are  well  illustrated  by  the  work 
which  is  now  being  undertaken  by  a  writer  who  sometimes 
signs  Mb  name  "H.  H.  Langdon"  and  sometimes  "H.  L,  Harris." 
This  man,  as  is  well  known,  writes  muck  and  often  for  newfi' 
papers  and  for  such  medical  journals  as  will  publish  hia  mat- 
ter, for  the  purpose  of  combating  tlie  theories  that  preserva- 
tives are  harmful  substances.  The  patent  object  of  his  enthu- 
siasm is  the  promotion  of  the  sale  of  borax  to  be  used  in 
foods.  He  is  connected  with  the  Pacific  Coast  Borax  Company 
and,  in  the  company's  interest,  has  been  sending  a  letter  and 
question  blank  to  various  physicians  throughout  the  country. 

The  question  blank  is  headed  by  a  quotation  from  a  bulletin 
issued  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  regarding  the  action 
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u(  salt  on  meat.  ThU,  removed  from  its  context,  gives  the 
reader  the  imprcBBion  tliat  salt  ia  distinctly  harmful  as  a  pre- 
servative. Below  this  ia  a  series  of  sl>;  questions,  the  first 
four  of  wliieh  aak  for  an  opinion  regarding  the  edibility  and 
nutritive  value  of  foodatutTs  pregerred  by  salt,  saltpetre,  etc. 
The  flfth  question  reads  as  follows; 

"Do  Ton  bolleve  If  the  above-menllofled  artidea  (salt-cured  fish, 
ham.  dried  beof.  etc.)  were  mlldlr  cured  with  1  per  cent,  or  less 
of  borai.  or  O.B  per  cent,  or  leas  of  boric  ncJd,  and  75  per  cent,  less 
wilt.  BO  tbal  It  would  not  be  neccBBary  to  parboil  or  Boat  Ibcm. 
Hint  they  would  be  more  fiealtbful.  m 
eaelty  digceted?" 

The  sixth  and  last  question  aska; 
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Ibotoginpblc  reproduction  Iredaced)  of  a  letter  from  H  L  Hairla 
nn  Ibi  slatlonciy  ol  the  (ontLca  for  which  he  Is  puss  agent — the 
laillle  Loast  Boroi  (  ompany  The  authentic  editorial  lelerred  U 
was  an  attnck  on  Dr  Wiley  The  borai  tiuet  apparently  fcarln„ 
that  the  editorial  would  not  be  nidely  enough  disseminated  sent 
out  typeftiitliD  copies  of  It 

The  explanatory  letter  states  that  the  company  is  desirous 
of  obtain  ng  the  opinion  of  the  best  medical  authority  in  the 
United  States  m  reference  to  boron  compounds  when  used  m 
quantities  necessary  to  piesene  food"  Tor  the  benefit  of 
those  phjaiciana  who  ha\e  no  firm  opinion  of  their  own  on 
the  subject  the  letter  goes  on  to  eminieinte  seieral  well  known 
nun   in  Fiiropi   and   in   tiiii  cnuniii    who    it  is  claimed    are 
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"unanimous  in  stating  tlint  boron  compounds  t 
wlien  used  ai  food  preservatives."  We  doubt  very  muoli 
whether  the  reputable  pliysiciaiiB  mentioned  care  to  lie  pre- 
sented to  the  profession  in  this  light.  Eminent  physician*  of 
ICurope  and  tlie  United  States  are  represented  by  liim  as  favor- 
ing his  tbeorita,  but  Liebreich's  advocacy  of  boron  -does  not 
seem  to  be  sliared  by  his  professional  brethren  in  Germany. 
As  is  well  known,  tbe  German  Imperial  Board  of  H^altli  has 
pronounced  borax  extremely  injurious.  Now  comes  a  com. 
mission  of  the  physicians  of  Berlin  nho  have  just  pubtisbeil  a 
condemnation  of  borax  in  foods  in  the  following  language: 
"The  Prussian  Scientific  Deputation  on  Medical  Conditions, 
in  a  written  opinion,  on  request  of  the  president  of  tbe  Berlin 
police  service,  has  decided  against  the  use  of  boron  prepara- 
tions for  th6  preservation  of  foods,  because  these  substances, 
even  when  taken  in  small  quantities,  are  injurious  to  the 
human  organism.  Further,  the  public  is  deceived  by  the  addi- 
tion of  these  preservatives  in  regard  to  the  quality  of  the 
debased  foods,  since  decayed  and  wholly  inedible  meat  prod- 
ucts ta!ke  on  a  fresh  appearance  as  a  result  of  the  addition 
of  these  substances  so  that  tliey  resemble  the  unspoiled  arti- 
cles. The  Scientific  Deputation  has,  moreover,  rejected  the 
contrary  conclusions  received  from  Herr  Geheimrat  Prof.  Dr. 
Liebreich  relating  to  the  hamilessness  of  boron  preparations 
lor  the  human  organism  as  being  unjustified." 

Allowing  tLat  tbe  question  is  stilt  unsettled,  tliis  method  of 
securing  the  endorsement  of  physicians  for  a  process  of  food 
preservation  which  is  regarded  by  many  physiologists  and 
iiygienists  as  injurious  should  not  bear  much  fruit.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  physicians  will  be  on  their  guard  against  inad- 
veitently  lending  the  use  of  their  names  to  such  a  bare-faced 
attempt  to  find  a  market  for  a  chemical  product  in  foods. 
(From  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  Oct.  5,  1907.) 

Preservatives  and  Press  Agents 
Many  and  devious  are  the  ways  by  which  those  wlio  would 
"doctor"  our  food  attempt  to  create  public  sentiment  in  favor 
of  chemical  preservatives.  During  tbe  last  few  months  a 
harmless .  looking  letter  signed  "H.  L.  Harris"  has  appeared 
in  the  newspapers  of  those  cities  and  towns  in  whicli  deaths 
from  ptomain  poisoning  ( much-abuaed  term)  have  recently 
been  chronicled.  This  letter — we  use  the  singular  advisedly  — 
does  not  vary  in  its  wording  in  different  papers,  eicept  for 
the  opening  sentence  land  the  figures  representing  the  num- 
ber of  cases  of  alleged  ptomain  poisoning].  It  begins  by  refer- 
ring to  the  death  which  the  .writer  has  seen  reported  in  the 
paper  written  to,  and  then  continues: 

"It  1b  certainly  appalling  to  learn  how  rapidly  ptomain  poison 
ing  cases  have  tncreased  since  tbe  onrorcement  ol  the  pure  food 
taw.  According  to  press  dlspntchps  Ihere  have  been  la  the  Unlled 
StBtes  since   the  i-n  force  me  iil  of  ihis  Inw   10,4fl3  cnKPB  ot  |i(omnlti 
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polsonlns,  STS  at  whicb  wtrr  fatal,  rrlor  ta  the  eriBctnient  of  tbe 
pure  tiMd  law.  tiorax  and  boron  compoundB  were  used  on  meal, 
flab,  fowl,  snuaaBn.  ojstera,  etc.  consequentlj-  sacb  food,  whlcb 
rpadlly  becomcB  coDtamlnated.  waa  kept  Id  a  hygienic  bealthtul 
coDdillon.     .     .     ." 

And  much  mora  to  the  utme  effect.  The  letter  closes  with 
the  Buggestion  thit  the  law  should  be  so  amended  "as  to  per- 
mit the  use  of  modem  non-injarious  preBervatives."  Not  <m.\y 
in  the  form  of  letters  do  we  And  these  much-reiterated  sentt- 
inents  of  Mr.   "Harris. "    Overworked   editors  occasionally  use 


Fhotoeraphic  reproduction  {reduced)  of  three  stylra  used  by 
"H.  U  Harris."  As  "H.  H.  Langdoo"  he  writes  from  42T  West  22d- 
Street  as  a  "food  expert"  ;  Be  '-1I,  L.  Harris"  be  writes  from  100 
Wllllan)  Street  (tbe  same  address  is  the  Pacific  Coast  Borax  Co.) 
ns  a  "publicist."  Harris  also  seems  to  sell  a  "nasol  dish"  as  a 
>ld«  line.  He  recommends  a  solution  of  borax  and  water  for  use 
with  this  dish! 

them  en  6Zoo  to  fill  a  gaping  void  on  the  editorial  page.     For 
inatance,  we  find  in  the  Alliance  (Ohio)   Review,  Dec.  4,  ISOO, 
an  editorial'  (!)   entitled  "Ptomain  Poisoning,"  which  begins: 
"A   recent   case   of   ptomein   polsonlag   in   Alliance  has 
caused   the  thought  that  It   Is  certainly  appalling  to  ieain 
how  rapidly  ptomain   poisoning  coses  base  Increased  since 
.  the  enforcement  of  the  pure  food  law.     According  to  press 
dispatches  there  have  been     .     .     ," 
And  so  on;   the  "Harris"  letter  verbatim  el  Weralim.     As 
many  of  our  readers  will  remember,'  the  "H.  L.  Harjis"  who 
tlius  cliampione  the  cause   of  boron  compounds   as  food  pre- 
servatives is  the  press  agent  of  the  I'aciflc  Coast  Borax  Com- 
pany, sometimes  called  the  "borax  trust."  "Harris"  also  writes 
under  the  name  of  "II.  H.  Langdon,"  and  on  the  stationery 
which   carries  this  najne   he  calls   himself   a   "Food   Expert, 
although   the   New  York  City  directory   has   him  listed  as  a 
"journalist."     He   has  for  years,  under  one   or   tlie   other  of 
these  names,  been  writing  "articles"  systematically  attacking 
pure-food  legislation  in  general  and  Dr.  Wiley  in  particular. 

1.  See  photographic  reproduction  of  this  "editorial"  accompany- 
a.  See  preceding  article. 
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It  would  be  well  for  physiciaiiB  to  notice  with  some  care  both 
the  cori-eBpondence  and  editorisl  columna  of  their  local  news- 
papers when  cases  of  ptomain  poisoning  have  tieen  chronicled. 


The  Harris  "lettpt"  which  has  been  sent  to  so  many  editors.  On 
the  left  Ihe  "Utter"  Is  shown  used  aa  a.o  "edttorlal"  (save  the 
mart!)  ;  on  the  right,  the  letter  la  printed  with  editorial  ponnnent 
which,  of  course,  permits  the  reader  to  see  the  rootlvea  that 
prompted  the  writing  o(  the  letter.  ■ 

The  chances  of  a  pro-bornx  article  appearing  subsequently  are 
good  in  proportion  to  the  care  esercised  by  the  elipping 
bureaus   which   furnish   the   borax   company   with   Buch   newa 


mn 
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iteiDB,  and  the  careleEancBH  of  tlie  editors  of  the  papers  which 
accept  the  "Harris -Langdon"  inspired  communications — either 
(or  correspondence  or  as  "editorials." 

These  articles  are  not  likely  to  appear  in  the  metropolitan 
dailies,  t>ecBuse  nearly  all  such  papers  belong  to  an  associa- 
tion which  furnishes  them  with  lists  of  press  agents.  But 
it  is  the  papers  of  the  sinaller  towns  that  Harris-La ngdon 
delights  to  dupe  into  printing  his  contributions  in  favor  of 
chemical  preservatives.  It  is  in  such  towns  that  the  wide- 
awake  physician   can   do   yeoman   service   in   the   interest   of 
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public  health  by  enlightening  those  editors  who,  through  no 
fault  of  their  own,  are,  or  may  yet  be,  misled  into  giving  free 
publicity  in  the  interests  of  tlie  sopbisticators  of  foodstuffs. 
Of  course,  in  those  cases  in  which  the  editor  calmly  appro- 
priates Harris'  "dope"  and  prints  it  as  his  own,  the  physician 
will  not  be  thanked  for  mentioning  tbe  fact — But  the  editor 
should  be  advised,  just  the  same.  /From  The  Journal  A,  M. 
i.,  Jan.  1,  1010.) 

[Since  the  article  on  "Preservatives  and  Press  Agents" 
appeared,  The  Joirnal  has  been  following  up  tbe  reported 
cases  of  alleged  ptoraain  poisoning.  In  a  larpe  number  of 
instances  the  result  of  this  investigation  has  been  that  rases 
originally   reported   as   "ptomain   poisoning"   turn   out    to   be 


^ISCELL.VJEOUH  080 

anything   from    "atute    indigestion"    to    "araetiical    poisoning, 
self  -  adm  i  ni  stered." 

Physicians  throughout  the  country  have,  moreover,  put  the 
local  editors  in  poasession  of  facta  given  above.  Hence  it  is 
becoming  increasingly  difficult  for  the  borax  people  to  get  in 
their  free  advertising;  in  some  casea,  too,  editors  publish 
Harris'  "letters"  with  such  comments  aa  must  cause  cliagrin 
and  disgust  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Bonuc 
Company. — Ed.] 

PATENT  UEDICUfE  MAKERS  AND  THE  PRESS 
The  AdvertiBeis'  Protective  Association' 
Probabh  every  newspaper  and  magftziiie  in  the  Unite<l 
States  has  received  withm  the  last  week  or  ten  days,  a  oir 
cular  letter  from  an  organisation  calling  itielf  the  Adver 
tisers'  Protective  Association"  or,  more  briefly,  the  "A  P  A" 
No  office  address  is  given  but  merely  a  post  office  box  numtier 
in  New  \ork  Citj  The  secretary  oj  this  association  is  Fred 
eriek  W  Hooper  who  asserts  that  thia  organiKation  "is  com 
posed  of  manufacturirs  of  foods,  beverages  and  drugs,  repre 
senting  an  investment  of  S400OOO00DO0  whose  advertising 
expenses  are  annually  over  ?I0O  000  000  00  "  The  circular  let 
ter  Is  addressed  "Dear  Mr  Editor,"  and  the  opening  para 
graph  reads 

'During  toe  pa*!!  iii-  j^axs  the  Buienu  at  Chemlalry  of  the 
Department  □(  Agrjciiltiire  baa  madi'  n  aumbi^r  ol  very  vicious  and 
uncalled  for  sssauICa  on  foods  beverages  aod  drugs  greatly  la 
(bclT  Injurv  as  wi>ll  as  dajnaginij  to  tlie  Prett  wlUch  haa  been  oar 
rpiag  the  adiertlalna  eontracti  In  thete  Ilnee  Many  publlcntloaa 
have  no  doubt  felt  the  effect  of  these  assaults  by  a  redactton  In 
amount  of  adiertiaing  patronage  from  the  manvtatlaieri  of  foods 
beverageB  and  patent  meilicinea  n<  are  therefore  presenting  the 
'"'"■■'  -        -      (iirnlng   power  of  your   publico 

led   In   these   lines    unless  these 

B— Ed] 

Then  follows  a  scurrilous  attack  on  Dr  tVilei  chief  of  the 
Bureau  of  Chemiatrv  because  of  his  activity  in  repressing 
frauds  in  foods  and  drugs  The  implication  is  made  that  Dr 
^\iley  was  rewarded  by  the  Kentucky  whisky  distitlera  because 
he  fought  the  vile  concoctions  that  are  frequmti^  sold  as 
whisky  that  he  got  some  material  benefit  from  Heinz  tlie 
pickle  manufacturer  for  his  attitude  against  the  use  of  sodium 
benz«ate  and,  llnallj  that  "in  the  fight  on  proprietar}  medi 
cines  the  American  Medical  \asociation  better  known  as  the 
'Doctors'  Trust,'  furnishes  the  sinews  of  «ar"  The  Adver 
tisers'  Protective  Association  tells  the  papers 

'  If   tbi-    condition    ot  affairs    Is    not    changed    it    ir«I   reiutt   (n 

tiirers  of  almost   numberless   Foods    Beverages  and   Proprietarff  or 

Patent  Medicines    and  tbe  question   pr "-   "— —     "■"   - 

Tour  InBiitntUl  paper '  ' "-  - 

[Italics  again  ours —I 
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The  papers  are  then  loatructed:  first,  to  bring  pressure  to 
bear  on  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  and  their  congressmen 
and  senators  to  curl)  tlic  activities  of  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry; 
second,  "to  take  the  matter  up  in  the  editorial  columns"  of 
their  papers  and  show  how  Dr.  Wile^  is  "squandering"  the 
people's  money  "to  advance  the  interests  of  .  .  .  hia  par- 
ticular friends."  The  letter  closes  by  again  urging  the  papers 
"to  let  your  senmtora  and  your  congressmen  know  your  atti- 


tlOD 
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of  the  Itttei  sent  out  by  the  AiiTe.__ 
_  .a  American  publishers.  .  Tlic  attempt  (i 


tude  in  this  matter,"  and  It  promises  that  if  this  is  done  "yon 
will  be  rewarded  .  .  .  by  an  improvement  in  your  [adver- 
tising?]  business." 

It  is  evident  that  the  "Advertisers'  Protective  Association" 
is  but  a  new  olias  for  tlie  "potent  medicine"  interests.  Appar 
ently,  this  circular  is  a  final  desperate  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  nostrum -makers  to  retain  their  grip  on  the  press  of  the 
country.     It  remains  to  be  seen  whetlier  the  American  news- 
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paper  editor  will  jump  at  this  crack  of  the  whip  or  whether 
he  haa  etnancipated  biniBelf  from  the  thraldom  of  "patent  med- 
icine" slavery. 

It  is  significant  that  this  widC'Spread  attempt  to  control  the 
editorial  policy  of  the  newspapera  of  the  United  States  by 
the  promise  of  bribes  in  the  form'  of  advertifiing  contracts 
should  have  been  made  at  this  time.  In  Collier'a  excellent 
series  by  Will  Irwin  on  "The  American  Newspaper"  the 
influence  of  the  advertising  department  over  the  editorial 
policy  of  newspapers  was  being  discuased  at  about  the  same 
time  that  the  "A.  P.  A."  sent  out  ita  circular  letter. 

We  shall  watch  with  intereat  the  attitude  of  the  press  of 
the  country  in  this  matter.  Will  it  maintain  a  "conspiracy 
of  silence"  and  refuse  to  publish  any  matter  that,  while  of 
vital  interest  to  the  pubHc,  may  be  inimical  to  the  interests 
of  ita  advertisers?  Will  it  go  furtlier  and  aggressively  attack, 
the  admirable  work  tliat  has  been  and  is  being  done  by  the 
Bureau  of  Chemistry?  We  believe  that  it  will  do  neither,  but 
that  it  will  assert  itself  as  a  free  press  should  and,  by  exposing 
the  methods  of  the  "patent  medicine"  fakers  and  their  attempt 
at  intimidation  and  bribery,  retain  the  prestige  and  influence 
which  some  of  our  American  newspapers  seem  to  have  lost. 
{Editorial  in  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  June  10, 1911.) 


AMERICAN  Ain>  BRITISH  LABELS 
How  tbe  Food  and  Drugs  Act  ia  Protecting  the  American 

Public 
The  federal  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  popularly  known  as  the 
"pure  food  law,"  contains  this  clause; 

"...  tbe  term  'mlBbrSDiled'  .  .  .  abalt  apply  to  all 
flrugs  .  .  .  tbe  package  or  label  of  which  shall  bear  any  state- 
ment .  .  .  whicb  Hball  be  false  or  misleading  in  any  particu- 
lar   ..    .    "  [Italics  outs.— Bd.| 

For  nearly  five  years  after  this  law  was  passed,  the  courts 
held,  and  tbe  "patent  medicine"  manufacturers  and  the  people 
believed,  that  this  statement  naturally  meant  that  it  was 
illegal  to  make  any  kind  of  false  claims  on  the  label.  Then 
came  the  Supreme  Court's  decision  declaring  that  what  the  law 
really  meant  was  that  false  statements  regarding  composition 
and  source  of  origin  were  prohibited,  but  that  no  cognizance 
should  be  taken  of  falsehoods  that  were  confined  to  the  cura- 
tive effects  claimed  for  nostrums.  The  decision  was  not 
unanimous,  three  out  of  the  seven  Supreme  Court  justices  dis- 
senting therefrom. 

In  the  meantime,  between  the  passage  of  the  act  and  its 
interpretation  by  the  Supreme  Court,  many  "patent  medicine" 
manufacturers   changed   their   labels   so   as   to   eliminate   the  - 
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SrossfT  untnithg  hnd  tbua  avoid  proBecution  by  the  federal 
authorities.  It  is  initructive  to  note  the  changee  that  n-ere 
made  in  the  labels  of  BOme  of  tlie  moat  widely  advertised 
American  nostrums. 

In  spite  of  its  many  weaknexses  and  in  spite  of  the  limita- 
tions that  have  been  put  on  it  by  the  Supreme  Court's  inter- 
(iretation,  the  AmTiean  public  has  much  to  thank  tJie  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  for.  Most  of  us  do  not  realize  the  changes  that 
it  has  brought  about.  In  one  pliase  alone,  that  of  truthfulness 
in  labeling,  the  results  have  been  marked.  We  know  of  no 
better  way  of  showing  what  the  law  has  done  to  protect  the 
American  consumer  than  by  comparing  the  labels  on  "patent 
medicines"  to-day  with  the  same  labels  of  six  or  seven  years 
ago.  This  comparison  is  most  easily  made  by  placing  in 
juxtaposition  the  American  and  English  labels  of  thi>se  noB- 
trums  made  in  the  United  States  that  are  sold  on  both  side; 
of  the  Atlantic.  For  the  English  label  of  to-day  is  the  Amer- 
ical  label  of  six  years  ago.  The  British  law,  while  protecting 
the  purchaser  of  haberdasheries  or  groceries  from  misreprc-, 
pentation  and  fraud,  is  a  dead  letter  so  far  as  its  application 
to  the  sale  of  "patent  medicine"  is  concerned.  We  are  giving 
in  this  article  photographic  reproductions  of  labels  and  cartons 
from  American  "patent  medicines"  purchased  within  the  past 
few  weeks  in  London  and  Chicago,  respectively. 

SYBup  or  rics — and  elixib  of  senna 

Syrup  of  Figs  is  a  laxative  whose  chief  advertising  asset  is 
its  name.  For  years,  the  general  public  has  held  the  idea  that 
tigs  possess  a  particularly  valuable  laxative  effect  and  the 
manufacturers  of  Syrup  of  Figs  have  attempted  to  capitalize 
this  popular  fallacy.  For  years,  their  preparation  was  put  out 
labeled  "Syrup  of  Figs."  The  impression  was  given  that  the 
laxative  effect  of  the  "patent  medicine"  was  due  to  the  figs  in 
it.  Such  was  never  the  case.  The  purging  action  of  this  nos- 
trum has  been,  and  is,  due  to  senna,  which,  in  the  form  of  an 
elixir,  makes  up  25  per  cent,  of  the  preparation.  The  British 
public,  not  insisting  on  truthfulness,  is  still  in  ignorance  of 
the  fact  that  the  product  is  a  senna  preparation;  the  Amer- 
ican public,  thanks  to  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  is  told  not 
only  that  it  contains  Senna  but,  also,  that  it  has  B  per  cent, 
of  alcohol  in  it.  More  than  that,  the  name  of  the  product,  as 
sold  on  the  American  market,  has  had  to  be  modified  so  as  to 
incorporate  in  it  the  words  "elixir  of  aenna."  The  British 
label  still  contains  the  claim  that  it  will  "permanently  over- 
come habitual  constipation";  the  American  In-bel  more  con- 
lervntively  claims  that  it  will  merely  "assist  in  overcoming 
l.nbitual  constipation." 
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Bhit[£h  Label 


FIGlS 

etMTLE..etfftCTIVE 

DlREaiOMS,1bcLEAi<stTiiE 

STSTIM  TmMUSHU  WHEN  BIUOUS 
on  COSTIVE  MOTO  DlSPC  COLDS 

MDHEMuotcjiiio  PKiim  rriEiu 


EUXIR"SENNA 

CONTAINS  SIX  PER 
CENT  OF  ALCOHOL 

DIRECnONS-AOULTS.  ■ 


The  laxative  principle  of  Syrup  cf  Figs  Is  not  fig"  but  '"'ona.  1 
BrLtLsb  purohaner  In  not  told  tbie  neltbcr  Is  he  told  thai  the  st 
eontaliiH  Bitobol.  Tbanks  to  the  toid  aod  Dru(.ii  Act  tlie  AmvrU 
public  is  etvoDtbls  iatormatlaD  The  upper  lllustrntlons  arc  rep 
dnttlODa  at  parte  of  the  British  and  American  i  ottle  labels  ;  i 
lower  are  reptoductlona  of  the  British  and  American  cnrttns 
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DOAK  B    KIDXEV    PUXS 

"Doan's  Kidney  Pills"  or,  as  they  are  sold  in  the  British 
market,  "Doan'i  Backache  Kidney  PillB"  are,  in  this  countr)', 
■old  as  a  "remedy";  in  Great  Britain,  tbey  are  a  "specific." 
The  difference,  is  that  between  truth  and  falsehood.  The  Brit- 
ish label  also  differs  from  the  American  label  in  having  a 
larger  list  of  diseased  conditions  for  which  the  nostrum  is 
recommended.  Across  the  Atlantic,  Doan's  Kidney  Pills  are 
sold  as  a  "specific''  for  the  following  conditions,  which  are  not 

Bbitish  L.1BIL 
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Tbey  are  t 

:loD  under  Ibe  Food 

and  Drugs 
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n  market  la  labeled 
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mentioned'  on  tlie  American  lalrel ;  "lame  back/'  "raid  in  the 
back  or  kidneys,"  "gravel,"  and  "retention  ami  incontinence  of 
urine."  While  the  labels  on  the  Doan  product  as  sold  in  tlic 
United  States  are  inferentially  misleading,  they  at  least  avoid 
the  "lie  direct." 


BCUEDT 

Dr.  Kilmer  A  Co.,  Blnghamton,  N.  Y.,  are  best  known  bj- 
their  most  widely  advertised  preparation,  "Swamp  Root." 
They  have  another  product,  however,  that  apparently  is  sold  in 
large  quantities — "Dr.  Kilmer's  Cough  Remedy.-"  That  is  the  . 
name  by  which  tbe  preparation  now  goes  in  this  country.    In 
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Great  Britain,  it  goes  by  its  older  deBignation  "Dr.  Kilmer's 
Indian  Cough  Cure."  So  many  outrageous  falsehoods  have 
been  eliminated  or  toned  down  since  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
taught  Dr.  Kilmer  &  Co.  the  elements  of  truthfulness,  that  we 
cannot  do  better  than  plaee  in  parallel  columns  the  claims  as 
they  appear  on  the  British  and  American  labels: 
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English  and  American  labels  from  bottles  o[  "Dr.  Kilmer's  Indian 
Caagh  Cure — Cbosumplion  Oil."  It  Is  not  "Indian;"  neither  la  it  a 
"cure"  nor  a  "consumption  oil,"  and  the  manufacturers  have  ellml' 
natcd  these  claims  from  Ihe  Amerlasn  !abd.  The  English  purchaser 
Is  told  that  the  stuff  "has  a  wonderCut  elTett  on  those  suffering  with" 
various  complaints ;  Ihe  American  bujer  Is,  more  conservatively, 
notified  that  the  stuff  "Is  Intended  for"  various — though  not  as 
n  u  meron  s — compla  lots. 


British  Label 


mgh  Rtmedy." 


"The    quick 
chit  Is.  atthjna. 


muCELLAXEOUS 


BBIT:aH  LoBBL 

"Thla  Brent  tpfci/h-  ,-urc> 
hoarveaeaB.  tlckJIng  iq  the  throal. 
coiigb.  calds  or  canketed  Uiroat. 

'      '"  al  irtilation.  quU'k  brealh, 


Mltlilni-S8  across  c! 
aneetlana  ol  tbe  i 
aod  liiaut." 


s  across  tbc  cbt 


roup.    Ilgbt- 
thc    thcoat 


avlly  Elves  yulck  rclbrf." 


"Thin  h paling  syriip  hot  a 
irnndcrful  effert  on  tbi-nc  mffrr- 
frii/  with  ('ou([bH.  colds,  rrouii, 
honmpncaa.  congestion.  In  flam - 
rant  Ion.  tlehtneas  across  thi> 
chilli,  cBlHtrh.  bronchial  calnrrh. 
nsthraa.  bronchUls.  eonaumpllon 
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tbi'oat  and  lungs." 
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ic  riirton  In  which  Kilmer'^  Coujtb  Remedy  is  sold  on  the  Amer- 

oD  Ihe  KbEllKb  inarkrt  ai  do  Ihe  labels  on  tbe  bollles  or  the 
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Inntert  eiillrely  from  tbe  American  label. 

'  viill  br  seen  \>\  (lie  re[)roihictioii».  tlie  British  1ab«1  dif- 
from  (lie  Anieriean.  nl«o.  in  beiiring  one  of  those  "before 
lifter  iwing"  ill  list  rat  ion  a  liiat  nre  miieh  atTeeted  by  quacks 
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No  leas  mendacious  than  thoec  made  for  Us  "cougli  cure," 
are  the  claims  made  by  the  Kilmer  concern  for  its  wortlitesa 
fraud,  '"Swamp  Root,"  when  sold  to  tlie  British  public.  In 
fact,  the  Britisli  labels  arc  the  same  as  those  used  in  this 
country  ■  before  the  federal  Food  and  Drugs  Act  caused  Dr. 
Kilmer  &,  Co.  to  aHsume  a  conservativeness  of  statement 
entirely  foreign  to  its  nature.  While  the  company  approxi- 
mates truthfulness  on  its  American  labels,  this  is,  appar' 
enlly,  not  due  to  any  inherent  honesty  in  the  concern  for  it  is 
still  falsifying  on  the  British  labels  as  much  as  ever.  We 
know  of  no  better  way  than  by  the  use  of  the  "deadly 
parallel"  to  make  clear  the  power  for  comparative  righteous- 
iieas  that  is  wielded  by  the  pure  food  law,  as  exemplified  in 
the  case  of  Dr.  Kilmer  &  Co.,  of  Binghamton,  New  York: 
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nake  one  point  clesT:  "Petent  med- 
a  general  rule,  will  sell  their  products 
under  fraudnlent  claimti  unless  the  law  specifically  prohibits 
such  claims.  The  argument  that  extravagant  statement  and 
misrepresentation  are  merely  unliealthy  growths  tlint  Lave 
gradually  attoche<l  themselves  to  tlie  "patent  medicine"  busi- 
ness and  will  be  removed  as  soon  as  the  attention  of  the  ftrma 
making  thcni  has  been  ealled  to  it,  does  tint  hold  nater. 
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For  nearly  si\  years  every  one  of  the  ''pntent  medieine" 
makers  referred  to  in.  tliis  article  have  liad  their  attention 
vigorously  directed  to  tlie  false  claims  under  which  the  various 
products  were  being  sold.  In  those  English  speaking  countries 
that  do  not  demand  that  the  labels  shall  tell  the  truth,  tbe 


0  Swamp  Root  as  sold  in  tl 
.1  (OfLea  tho  KILmpis  tn  e.  ._. 
tlieir  l\lQg  clalniB      'me  label  used  In  the  llnlted  States  pi.vioua  to 
the   poseage   of   tb*   Food  and  Drugs   Act   Is   still   used   In   dreat 
Biltlln     Ve  the  page  opposite 

same  old  Iiea  obtain  In  the  United  States,  the  "lie  direct"  lias 
given  place  to  the  he  by  inference"  and  this  has  been  brought 
about  by  the  presence  on  the  statute  books  of  a  law  that 
presumabh   mad?  hing  illegal  as  well  as  immoral 
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Much  yet  remains  to  be  done  to  strengthen  the  Food  and 
Drags  Act  so  as  to  elimiDate  falsehood -^inferential  and  direot 
— from  drug  exploitation.  Much  has  been  done  and  the  Amer- 
ican people  may  congratulate  themselves  on  what  haa  been 
accomplished.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  as  it  now  stands  does  not  proliibit  false 
statements  regarding  therapeutic  efTects;  the  Supreme  Court 
lias  so  interpreted  it.  It,  therefore,  behooves  the  peojiies' 
repreRentatives  in  Congress  ao  to  amend  the  act  that  its  mean- 
ing in  this  connection  ahall  he  so  plain  as  to  admit  of  no  dia- 
cusaion.  In  addition  to  this,  the  act  should  be  further 
strengthened  by  extending  the  scope  of  the  deiinitmn  of  "mis- 
branding" as  to  include  statements  made  not  only  on  the 
labels  but  wherever  the  products  may  be  advertised.  More 
people  read  the  claims  made  by  "patent  medicine"  manufuc 
turers  in  the  newspapers  than  read  labels  on  the  bottles  aftei 
purchasing.  A  law,  therefore,  which  while  prohibiting  false- 
hoods on  the  label  still  permits  the  wildest  mendacity  in  news- 
paper advertisements,  is  but  a  partial  protection.  When  truth- 
fulness is  required  on  all  "patent  medicine"  advertising  wher- 
ever it  may  appear,  a  vaat  number  of  these  preparations  will 
be  r-elegated  to  the  limbo  of  forgotten  frauds.  (FromTlie 
Journal  A.  M.  A.,  July  20,  HH2.} 


MBS.  PRICE'S  CASHIHG  COMPOUND 
When  the  federal  Food  and  Drugs  Act  went  into  effect,  the 
use  of  certain  chemical  preservatives  which  had  been  proved 
injurious  was  prohibited  in  foodstuffs  that  entered  into  inter- 
state commerce.  One  of  theae  preservatives  was  boric  acid. 
As  the  harmfulneas  of  this  chemical  became  generally  known, 
housewives  and  others  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of  using 
it  for  preservative  purposes  abandoned  it.  It  was  then  that 
unscrupulous  e^iploiters  of  chemical  preservatives  took  a  leaf 
out  of  the  note-book  of  "patent  medicine"  fakers  and  put  on 
tlie  market,  under  fanciful  namea,  preserving  compounds  com- 
posed largely  of  boric  acid,  but  giving  no  indication  of  the 
presence  of  this  chemical. 

Mrs.  Price's  Canning  Compound  is  sold  on  the  claim  that  it 
will  "prevent  canned  fruits  and  vegetables  from  souring  and 
spoiling"  and  that  it  "may  be  used  in  canning  all  kinds  of 
fruits"  and  'in  making  catsup,  sweet  pickles  or  anything 
that  is  liable  to  ferment."  The  Kansas  State  Board  of  Health 
has  published  at  different  times  the  re8>ilts  of  two  indepen- 
dent analyses  of  this  "compound."  These  indicated  that  the 
stuff  varied  in  composition.  In  view  of  this  fact  and  because 
inquiries  have  been  received,  another  analysis  was  made  of 
Mrs.  Price's  Canning  Compound,  in  the  Association  biborator}'. 
The  report  of  the  Association's  chemists  is  as  follows; 
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"Mrs.  Price's  Canning  Compound,  mniiufactured  by  the  Price 
Compound  Company,  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  ag  received  in  the 
Association  laboratory,  was  contained  in  an  envelope  bearing 
the  name  of  tlie  preparation,  the  name  and  address  of  the 
manufacturer  and  directions  for  its  use. 

"The  envelope  contained  about  30  gm.  of  a  white  powder, 
soluble  in  water,  possessing  a  salty  taste  and  having  an  odor 
of  benzoic  acid.  Qualitative  tests  indicated  the  presence  of 
borate,  cblorid.  benzoate  and  sodium.  Further  experttnents 
and  the  quantitative  estimations  indicated  that  the  con- 
stituents found  existed  as  boric  acid,  sodium  chlorid  and  ben- 
zoic acid  [possibly  in  part  as  benzoate)  corresponding  to  the 
following    amounts: 

Boric  add,  94.74  pCF  cent. 

Salt.  4.71  per  cent. 

Benzoic  add  (calculated  from  total  benzoate).  0.40  Dtr  cent. 
"While  the  fu-st  analysis  (Bulletin  Kansas  State  Board 
of  Health,  October,  1909,  p.  267 )  showed  that  the  preparation 
consisted  entirely  of  commercial  boric  acid,  the  second  exam- 
ination (Bulletin  Kansas  State  Board  of  Health.  November, 
1009,  p.  282}  showed  that  about  6  per  cent,  of  the  boric  acid 
had  been  replaced  by  sodium  chlorid.  The  present  analysis 
shows  that  the  composition  has  been  again  altered  by  the 
addition  of  a  small  amount  of  benzoic  acid.  For  all  practical 
purposes,  these  changes  are  unessential.  The  variability  IH 
evidently  the  result  of  carelessness  in  the  manufacture  or  it 
is  made  with  the  idea  of  misleading  and  confusing." 

The  housewife  who  uses  this  mixture  does  so.  of  course, 
not  knowinii;  that  the  chemical  she  is  putting  into  her  foods 
has  been  declared  injurious  as  a  food  preservative  by  tlio 
federal  government.  Neither  does  she  realize  that  she  is 
paying  for  what  is  essentially  boric  acid,  worth  15  cents  n 
pound,  at  the  rate  of  $1.G0  a  pound.. 
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There  ne\er  was  a  patent  medicine  firm  thit  did  not 
claim  that  it  had  tloitiinds  of  unsolicited  testimonials  and 
that  lack  of  space  wis  its  only  reason  for  not  publishing 
more  endorsements  of  its  product  4s  a  matter  of  fact  tl  e 
testimonial  does  not  come  as  easily  as  these  cliims  inlicate 
To  get  most  of  them  requires  some  effort  and  at  least  a  small 
expense  The  pft  of  a  rto^en  pictures  to  tie  indnidiial  «lio 
will  tostifv  to  bclipf  in  the  curatiie  power  of  the  nostrum  is 
not  much   to  bo  sure   \pt  it  is  ■'ufficient  to  make  the  adjective 
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"untolieiteil"  an  untruth.  Tlie  fact  ia,  t lie  majority  of  "patent 
medicine"  t*«timonialB  arc  far  from  being  "unsolicited,"  aa 
there  are  men  wlio  make  a  businesa— and  a  well-paying  one — 
of  getting  audi  endorsements.  Tliey  do  so  big  a  buaineaa  that 
it  becomes  necessary  for  tliem  to  hire  men  to  gather  the  mate- 
rial ;  the  employer  furnishes  tlie  information — or  "leads,"  aa 
it  is  technically  called — regarding  the  persons  to  be  approached 
and  the  preparation  for  which  the  testimonial  is  needed.  Dur- 
ing the  past  week  the  following  "classified"  advertisement  has 
appeared  several  times  in  at  least  one  Chicago  newspaper 
under  "Mate  Help  Wanted"; 


11  would  be  interesting  to  learn  the  name  of  the  c 
which  requires  the  services  of  the  "medical  testimonial  gatli- 
crers,"  and  it  would  be  still  more  to  the  point  to  know  what 
nostrums  were  to  get  the  benefit  of  the  "unsolicited"  endorse- 
ments thus  obtained.  (From  The  Journal  A.  If.  A.,  Oct.  IS, 
J9J0.) 

How  Ther  Are  Secured 
An  article  by  George  Frank  Lord  on  "Testimonials  in  Ad- 
vertising" (Prinler'g  Ink,  Feb.  3,  1900),  undoubtedly  deserves 
the  prize  for  a  cynical  unveiling  of  the  unserupulousness  that 
underlies  the  modern  advertising  method.  He  supports  the 
use  of  the  testimonial  on  the  following  ground;  "Until  the 
evolution  of  a  perfect  man  with  infallible  judgment  and  uni- 
versal knowledge,  we  must  all  of  us  depend  on  the  esperi. 
ence  and  opinion  of  others — and  that  is  exactly  what-  a  tes- 
timonial represents."  He  then  proceeds  to  demonstrate  that 
that  is  exactly  what  a  testimonial  does  not  represent,  in 
very  many  cases:  "The  average  'patent  medicine'  testimonial 
is  genuine  .  .  .  because  the  'patent  medicine'  ad.  appeals 
chiefly  to  hypochondriacs  who  are  not  sick,  but  imagine  they 
are  when  they  read  their  'symptoms.'  The  same  ad.  creates 
the  sickness  and  effects  a  cure  il  la  Christian  Science.  The 
purcliase  of  the  medicine  is  really  unnecessary  except  from 
the  advertiser's   viewpoint." 

Another  instance  of  the  value  of  the  so-called  experience 
and  opinion  of  the  testimonial  giver  is  displayed  in  the  fol- 
lowing advice:  "The  best  time  to  get  a  testimonial  is  shortly 
after  the  purchase  is  made,  while  the  buyer's  first  enthusiasm 
is  at  its  height.  .  .  .  Further,  advantages  resulting  from 
tlie  use  of  an  article  are  not  always  permanent,  and  imlesa 
the  testimonial  is  secured  at  the  psychologic  time  it  can  not 
be  obtained  at  all." 

Tf  the  principles  involved  in  the  foregoing  excerpts  are  not 
blankly   dishonest,   then    we   must   confess   that   the   mcaniitg 
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of  the  term  dishonest  is  not  clear  to  us.  And  jet  they  are 
the  principles  thatare  adopted  in  aecuring  "patent  medicine" 
testimoniala.     <From  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  April  10,  lUOO.) 

Schedule  of  Kfttes 

At  different  times  we  have  discussed  the  valup — or  worth- 
leBsnesB — of  testimonials.  As  evidence,  their  scientific  value  is 
nil;  aa  psychic  stimulanta,  they  rank  high.  It  is  for  the 
latter  quality  that  they  are  sought  by  the  "pateut  medicine" 
and  "ethical  proprietary"  exploiters.  TestimanialB  to  "patent 
medicines"  are  always  paid  for  in  an  indirect  way,  tliough  this 
fact  is  not  given  any  undue  prominence.  It  has  remained 
for  an  English  quack  concern  to  come  into  the  open  and  offer 
a  spot  cash  remuneration  for  letters  which  detail  the  virtues 
ot  their  goods.  This  is  done  by  the  "Dr."  Gardner's  Hemedies, 
Ltd.,  of  London,  who  advertise  in  the  British  press: 

estlmonlBl 


London  Truth,  a,  lay  weekly  that  is  aggressively  exposing 
"patent  medicine"  frauds  and  quacks,  says:  "Any  one  who 
comes  across  in  the  newspapers,  after  this,  surprising  personal 
evidence  of  the  miraculous  effects  of  'Dr.  Gardner's  Pink  Tab- 
lets' or  any  other  specific  sold  at  the  same  shop  will  have  no 
difficulty  in  accounting  for  the  milk  in  the  coconut." 

To  the  initiated,  the  source  of  the  milk  has  always  been 
fairly  evident,  hut  it  will  he  interesting  to  see  whether   the 
psychic — and   only — value   of  the  testimonial   will   be   in  any 
way   weakened   when  the  secret  of  its  birth   is  a   matter   of    . 
public  knowledge. 

In  the  proprietary  world  a  recent  letter  from  the  Hilanola 
Company  to  physicians  shows  a  similar  method  of  procuring 
testimonials.  Not,  of  course,  that  they  are  called  testimonials 
— that  would  be  too  suggestive — no,  "clinical  reports"  if  you 
please,  or  "clinical  data."  Neither  does  the  company  offer  t« 
pay  cash  for  such  testimonials — that  is  to  say  "clinical  data" 
— nothing  to  useful  as  money.    Says  the  Manola  Company: 

"We  arc  now  preparlDR  a  book  containing  cIIuIcbI  reports." 
"...     we  would  like  to  have  wbateyev  clinical  data  jou  ran 
Bive  na  In  regard  to  your  experience  witli  Manola,  even  II  It  onlj 

"As  a  token  of  our  appreciation  of  Eucb  a  cepoct  we  will  send 
yon  tbree  tult-slzeil  bottles  at  Manola,  express  prepaid,  for  your 
persoDal  use." 

In  the  future,  "personal  evidence  of  the  miraculous  effects" 
of  Manola  will — at  least  to  the  Initiated— at  once  conjure  to 
one's  nienta)  vision  three  bottles  of  Manola!  Isn't  this  pretty 
cheap!  Those  addicted  to  the  testimonial  habit  have,  there- 
fore, three  schedules:  Lelin  &  Fink'B,  SIO.OO  a  page;  the 
Manola   Company,   3  bottles   a   report;    and   "Dr."   Gardner'a. 
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from  I  guinea  to  100  pounds,  ($5.00  to  $5D0X>0)  »  testi- 
monial. From  B  purely  busmesa  standpoint,  it  would  appear 
that  the  out-and-out  ''patent  medicine"  firm  olTen  tbe  hi^iesl 
inducements. 

The  ^(anola  people  are  evidently  profiting  by  past  experi- 
roe::  Tlipy  it  iva*  nlio  ronceivmi  llie  idea  of  getting  the 
phyaician  to  act  as  a  peddler  for  Manola,  and  at  tbe  same 
lime  force  the  druggist  to  fill  up  his  shelves  with  their  stuff. 
Tbe  price  for  this  service  also,  was — tbree  bottles! 

Will  the  time  ever  come  when  the  medical  profcsaion  will 
administer  each  a  rebuke  to  firms  of  tins  type  tliat  fear  of 
commercial  annifailation  will  compel  in  them  that  regard  for 
di'wnc.v  wliicli  less  drastic  mcthoila  swm  unable  to  cITectT 
ffVorn  The  Journal  A.  H.  A..  Dec.  HI,  laOS.) 

Chcmiita'  Certificates  and  Proprietary  Hediciiies 
Some  time  ago  we  pointed  out  that  the  chemists'  certificate 
used  by  tbe  exploiters  of  hydrocine,  "hyperoxidired  hydrorar- 
bon,"  did  not  furnish  a  correct  statement  of  the  composition 
of  this  nostrum.  Recently  we  noted  that  the  cbemist'a  analy- 
sis on  the  label  for  uriseptin  did  not  correctly  indicate  the 
composition  of  that  article. 

The  Dniggiatt'  Circular,  October  ID,  editorially  diacusaea 
the  value  which  should  be  attached  to  chemists'  certiflcatea 
when  used  to  exploit  proprietary  remedies.  Aa  an  explanation 
of  the  disparity  sometimca  noted  between  the  published  analy- 
sis of  proprietary  medicines  and  the  facta,  a  conversation  over- 
heard by  the  writer  of  the  editorial  is  given.  A  manufacturer 
accosted  a  chemist,  an  old  friend,  in  a  breezy,  hail-fellow-well- 
met  way,  and,  during  the  converaation,  incidentally  remarked: 

"By  the  way,  profcasor,  I'd  like  to  have  your  certificate  of 
analysis  of  my  preparation." 

"C<?rtainly,"  said  the  professor,  "I'd  be  glad  to  make  an 
analysig  for  you,  and  I  won't  charge  you  much,  either.  Send 
me  a  package  as  soon  as  you  like." 

"Oh,  never  mind  the  price;  I'l!  pay  you  well;  and  don't 
bother  about  the  sample,  cither;  I  have  a  ecrtiflcatc  of  analy. 
ais  here  in  my  pocket"  (producing  it),  "and  all  you  need  to  do 
Is  to  si)ni  it." 

The  chemist  looked  strainlit  into  the  eyes  of  the  manufac- 
turer for  an  embarrassing  second,  and  then  calmly  informed 
him  that  he  had  selected  the  wrong  man.  The  brazen  mann- 
facliirer,  not  to  be  bo  easily  silenced,  retorted; 

"Oh,  come  off,  now:  they  nil  do  it;  you  know  they  do.  and 
you  might  just  as  well  pocket  the  fee  aa  to  see  It  go  to  the 

Presumably  the  fnt  fee  went  info  the  pocket  of  the  "next 
man,"  and  no  doubt  the  lattcr's  name  is  now  going  all  over 
the  country  in  the  advertisements  attached  to  a  certificate  of 
purity  which  druEgints  nnd  the  public  are  expecti^  to  accept 

OH  if  it  were  pof^pel. 
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At  another  kind  of  deception  wbich  tends  to  bring  discredit 
to  ehemisti'  teatitnonimlB  is  mentioned  the  piwiUce  of  pnb- 
liahing  n  certiflcate  u  to  the  quality  of  goods,  written  bj  a 
ehemiat  who  is  connected  with  their  manufacture,  sneh  conoee- 
tion  being  carefully  concealed  by  the  advertiser  of  the  product 
Tbia  form  of  deception  has,  as  its  counterpart,  the  practicea 
of  the  manufacturer  of  proprietar;  remedies  wlio  has  tlie 
degree  of  M.D.  and  who  as  a  physician  writes  glowing  articles 
as  to  the  vaine  of  the  remedy  which  he  as  a  manufacturer 
sells  to  bis  "colleagues,"  the  doctors.  (From  The  Journal  i. 
U.   A„  Jan.  D,   1009,) 

A  Bepndiated  Testimonial 
Phyridans  In  various  parts  of  the  country  recently  have 
reivived  the  following  printed  letter; 


DaiSin. 

Yow  piepsnb(»  -SIDOL"  bsi  been  placed  be- 

(oRDte[mropiiiian,andaflef  oanfillns]  lliiinkjouhave 

'    hirniihed  m  yau  woodafiJ  eowJAistion  (SU>OL)  die 


the  deHeting  and  destnidive  (nee  o(  ibe  BACILU  nt 
TUBERCULCeiS,  I  HAVE  EVER  MET.  Tbe 
blood  I>ecomei  licba  ia  red  corpoKular  demeat*  with 
ill  UM,  digeslioo  kaprave*.  aod  ai  far  ai  I  have  been 
able  to  denioinlrale.  die  mott  delicate  Itoiaacli  hai  not 
been  deiaoged  by  iti  adion. 

Tiuly  youn, 

Robert  Koch,  M.  D. 
Berlin,  Gennwqt. 

Obubable  ihrou^  the  ibni  tnik.    Sufik  tat  spoa  la- 


Dr.  II.  Strosser,  of  New  Britain,  Conn.,  after  receiving  one 
of  tliese  sdvertiaementa  of  Sid-01  and  doubting  that  Profes- 
sor Kocb  had  written  any  such  endorsement,  wrote  to  him 
regarding  the  testimonial  and  sent  a  copy  of  it  with  his 
letter.  The  following  ia  a  translation  of  the  answer  received 
by  Dr.  Strosser; 
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Brblin,  Jan.  20,  1010, 
Dr.  B.  Stnuer,  Neu  BrilaiH,  Conn. 

ProteeaoT  Dr.  Robert  Koch  desires  to  tbSDk  roa  very 
cordially  (or  jout  (rlendir  letter  of  the  flltb  or  the 
mouth,  and  to  state  that  he  has  had  absolately  DOthlDg  to 
do  nlth  tbe  testimonial  tor  thi?  preparation  "Bld-Ol."  a 
copy  of  which  you  enclosed,  or  with  the  "BId-Ol  Company,'" 
■nd  thai  the  teatimonial  congequentlj  wag  not  glveD  hy 
him,  but  Ib  a  complete  forgery  {dtirchieeg  gef&iMhl  i«t)- 
Dr.  Koch  has  no  objection  to  your  puWlBbing  Ibla  com- 
munication In  periodicals  there. 
With  best  respects  bt   Dr.   Koch, 

Very  respectfally, 

'BOHNiBT,  Secretary. 

It  is  conceiTable,  of  couree,  that  there  may  he  another  Dr. 
Robert  Koch  in  Berlin  besides  the  Dr.  Robert  Koch.  If  such 
ia  the  caae,  however,  it  is  not  true  that  this  second  Dr. 
Robert  Koch  is  "one  of  Europe's  most  eminent  physicians." 
Whether  the  Sid -01  Company  has  been  guilty  of  maD- 
iifacturing  the  testimonial,  or  merely  of  raising  a  medical 
unknown  quantity  to  the  nth  power,  makes  little  diffeience; 
that  it  has  been  guilty  of  attempting  to  deceive  the  medical 
profession  seems  undeniable.  (From  The  Journal  A.  M.  A., 
feb.  12,  1010.) 

A  TeBtimoDial  th&t  Pioved  a  Boomerang 

From  a  scientific  standpoint— which  merely  means  from  a 
standpoint  of  actual  facts — all  "patent- medicine"  testimonials 
are  valueless.  As  a  business  asset  of  the  "patent-medicine" 
maker,  however,  they  are  indispensable.  Many  nostrum  man- 
ufacturers attempt  to  stimulate  a,  local  demand  for  their 
wares  by  publishing  local  testimonials,  that  is,  testimonials 
from  persons  in  the  same  locality  as  that  in  which  the  adver- 
tisements appear.  From  an  advertising  standpoint,  there  is 
but  one  objection  to  this:  the  very  element  that  makes  a  local 
t«stimonial  of  value  may,  if  great  care  be  not  taken,  prove  a 
boomerang.     We  present  a  case  of  this  kind. 

The  Blackwell  (Okla.)  Neu>s  for  August  24,  1911,  con- 
tained an  advertisement  in  which  a  Mrs.  Charles  Butcher  of 
that  city  testified  to  the  virtues  oi  Doan's  Kidney  Pills.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  Mrs.  Charles  Butcher  bad  been  dead  nearly  two 
months  before  the.  advertisement  appeared;  and  she  died  of 
kidney  disease! 

From  the  standpoint  of  the  advertiser,  this  episode  merely 
means  poor  business  management.  From  the  standpoint  of 
the  public  it  means  more.  Doan'a  Kidney  Pills  are  a  fraud 
and  a  dangerous  fraud.  While  they  are  advertised  to  "cure 
all  kidney  ills"  tbe  assertion  is  a  false  one.  While  they  are 
said  to  be  "a  simple  vegetable  remedy,"  the  analyis  contra 
diets  this. 
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Aiiide  from  the  positive  dangrrs  of  self -drugging  with 
HO-called  kidney  cures  there  is  an  even  greater  negative 
danger  that  people  afflicted  with  kidney  disease  will  neglect 
proper  treatment  until  they  have  reached  the  incurable  stag?. 


rbotographlc  rrprikductlOD  (greatl;  reduced)  of  a  Doan's  Kidney  PIIIb  adreT- 
tLsemCDt  tbat  appeared  in  the  Blackwell  (Okla.)  Seici,  Atignst  24.  1911,  and  a 
certined  coiiy  of  tbe  denlh  certiacate  of  Mm.  Charles  Butcher,  Blackwell.  Okli. 
The  advertisement  fontalns  n  testlnionlnl  by  Mrs.  Charles  Butcher,  testifying  lo 
the  Tuhie  of  IKmn's  Kidney  I'llla,  The  deolb  certificate  shows  tbat  Mrs,  Butcher 
Buccombed  to  kidney  disease  ino  months  before  her  testimonial  naa  published. 


The 


dangers  to  the  public  bealtli. 


of  the  "patent  medicine"  business  lies  not  so 
public  purse   as  in   its   inaidious 


PRESS-CLIPPINGS   AMD.  NOSTSUM   ENTERPRISE 

Of  the  many  charges  (hat  may  be  preferred  against  the 
"patent  medicine"  makers,  lack  of  enterprise  in  obtaining 
prospective  victims  is  not  one  of  them.  We  liave  referred 
before  to  that  brilliant  stroke  of  advertising  done  by  the 
exploiters  of  Purgen,  who  panegyrized  their  purgative  on 
Khcota  of   toilet  paper.     More   recently   two  cases   have  been 
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brought  to  our  attention  in  which  "patent  medicine"  Inakera 
have  resorted  to  the  use  of  the  press-dipping  bureaus,  for 
lists  of  possible '  purchasers.  The  fsllowing  irewa  item 
appeared  in  the  Brockton  (Mass.)   Times, 

■'Mrs.  Wm,  Wilcox  Is  at  the  Jordna  Hospital,  aiifferlne  fi'om  an 
attack  o(  Dcutp  rhenmatlsm." 

This  piece  of  news  was  garnered  in  by  a  clipping  bureau  and 
sent  to  one  of  its  customers — the  exploiters  of  the  nostrum 
"Angeline."  If  its  manufacturers  are  to  be  believed — which 
they  are  not— "Angeline  will  permanently  cure  acute  and 
chronic  rheumatism."  So  the  Angeline  booklet  is  sent  to  Mrs. 
Wilcox,  evidently  in  the  belief  that  advertising  bread  east 
on  the  waters  may  come  hack  after  many  days  in  the  form 
of  an  order. 

Raymond  4  Co.,  who  sell  "Raymond's  Pectoral  Plasters," 
also  use  press-clippings.  A  Sunday-school  superintendent,  of 
a  small  village  in  Virginia,  recently  received  one  of  Raymond's 
"positive  cures"  for  whoop ing-eouglis,  bronchitis,  etc.,  with 
the  following  ingenious  note: 

Dear  S 
Cougb  Is  interlertr 
the  opinion  Chat  B 
your  vicinity,  or  t 
band   tlie   one   Inc 
affected,  that  she  may  see  for  heraclt  what  they  A  ______ 

wnen    you    are    both    BatlsGed   as    to   their    Merit    will   you   kindly 

advise  us,  on  the  Inclosed  card  the  name  o[  the  merchant  In  ■ ~ 

who  sells  medicines  of  any  kind  that  we  may  Cake  up  with  bim  the 
sale  of  these  Pectoral  I'lastera  In  your  commuDlty. 

{From  The  Journal  A.  M.  A.,  June  S,  1911.) 

GETTIHG    A    MAILING    LIST 

The  ramification'"  of  quackery  are  manv  and  vanou'*  Last 
November,  phvsicianS  in  various  parts  of  the  countrv  received 
a  short  letter  from  a  phvsician  in  central  New  Ttork  stating 
that  its  writer  was  preparing  a  paper  on  locomotor  ataxia  and 
wishing  to  make  it  exhaustive  desired  to  get  into  pergonal 
communication  with  as  manj  of  these  sufferers  a'*  posiible 
With  this  objett  in  \)ew   he  asked 

"May  I 
you   dty  or   oun  y?" 

Several  pi  ys  c  a  wrote  to  The  Jolrn\l  asking  if  there 
was  a  n  gger  in  the  wood  p  le  Inquiries  made  brought  the 
informaton  from  tie  New  \ork  phvician  that  the  state 
ments  made  are  (fenu  ne  and  honest  and  requests  are  legiti 
mate  Some  of  the  piss  ans  who  received  the  reque'it  how 
ever  sent  n  names  of  h  pofhetical  cases  of  locomotor  ataxia 
The  results  ve  e  nterest  ng  Those  whoxe  names  were  sent 
in  recei  ed  no  letter  from  the  New  \ork  man  but  did  receive 
at    titer  als    m  t  t  on  type    ritten  communications  consisting 
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of  tcBlimonialB  relative  to  the  wonderful  cure  for  looomoUir 
ntaxin  by  a  Ur.  C.  H.  Burton  of  Detroit,  Mich.  The  Mine 
individual  a  also  received  an  elaborate  booklet  of  thirty-two 
pa^eB  describing  the  cure  of  tabes  by  Burton's  wonderful 
serum.  Burton,  who  ia  a  graduate  of  tlie  Detroit  Homeo- 
pathic Medical  College,  uned  to  live  at  HastingB,  Mieh.,  where 
he  WEM  BgHOciated  with  that  natorioua  fraud  "Drs.  Mixer," 
the  caocer-cure  fake  which  was  put  out  of  buBiness  by  a 
fraud-order  issued  by  the  Post-OHlce  and  by  prosecution  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Since  the  Mixer  concern  baa  ceased 
to  be  a  source  of  income  for  Burton,  he  aeems  to  have  turned 
his  attention  to  tlie  exploitation  of  an  equally  cruel  fraud, 
that  of  selling  a  fake  cure  for  locomotor  ataxia. 

Thin  matter  was  dealt  with  at  some  length,  editorially,  in 
The  Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Aseociation  of  May  18, 
1912.  Some  little  time  after  this,  a  gentleman  wrote  to  Burton 
mentioning  the  fact  that  he  had  read  The  Joi'bnal'8  expose 
In  reply,  he  received  a  long  letter  from  Burton  in  the  course  of 
which  appeared  the  following: 

"I  Dcver  waa  Id  the  laboratory  of  Dr.  Mlier,  never  had  anrtbtne 
to  do  with  blm  and  I  ncaro'ly  kaovi  the  innn  nt  b!1.  Uj  first 
tliought  wnx  to  9UP  The  Joukkil  for  Blander,  but  oQ  looking  them 
ii|i  I  And  Ihat  Ibc;  arc  not  wortb  aaytblne,  so  n  Judgment  woold 
do  me  no  good." 

From  this,  it  appears  that  Burton  does  not  confine  his  lying 
to  that  department  of  his  buainess  where  it  is  Rreatly  needed — 
the  exploitution  of  a  "cure"  for  locomotor  ataxia.  On  Dec  7, 
ItlOO,  Burton  gave  a  testimonial  for  Mi:<cr,  his  one-time 
employer,  in  which  he  declared  under  oath; 

"I  -visit  Ibe  olBo>  of  Org,  MliPr  dally  and  give  advice  In  regard 
to  Ihc  selection  of  remwIieK  for  patlfUlB  who  write  for  treatment.  I 
examine  nil  qiicHtlon  >ihc<'t-<  and  elthiT  ngiprove  of  the  use  of  Dn. 
MiierK'  rcmcdleH  In  siiltiililc  caaCB  or  thmv  out  the  Bbeets  bo«aasP 
suitable  for  Bome." 


PERUNA  SBDIVIVUS— KA-TAR'NO 

Six  years  ago  I'eruna  was  sold  by  car-load  lota  where  it 
is  now  aotd  by  the  case.  Its  popularity  has  waned  since,  aa  now 
manufactured,  it  cannot  be  used  as  an  alcoholic  beverage.  In 
inOO,  the  Peruna  company  waa  notified  that  it  either  must  put 
some  medicine  in  its  "booze"  or  It  could  be  aold  only  in 
Eialoons  or  other  places  carrying  liquor  licenses.  The  com- 
panv  thua  found  itself  between  the  devil  and  the  deep  blue 
sea.'  If  it  left  its  nostrum  as  it  was,  it  could  only  be  soU  by 
one  who  held  a  retail  liquor  dealer's  license;  this,  of  course, 
would  at  once  make  its  real  character  evident  to  the  pur- 
chaser. If,  on  the  other  hand,  appreciable  quantitieB  of  drugs 
were  put  into  the  stuff  it  would  spoil  its  sale  as  »  beverage. 
Evidently  believing  that  the  preparation  waa  so  popnimr  that 
nothing   coirtd   hurt   its   sale   materially,   the   company   ehoM 
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the  latter  course.  A  l&xattve  was  added  and  Penina  was  still 
permitted  Jm  be  sold  as  a  medicine. 

Incidentally,  the  public  was  not  given  the  real  reason  for 
the  change  in  Peruna's  make-up.  The  excuse  offered  by 
Hartman — who    ia   the    Peruna    company — was; 

"For  a  number  of  jears  requests  bave  come  to  me  Irom  a  multl-. 
tude  of  grateful  (rleads.  urging  tbat  Peruna  be  given  a  slight  leia- 
tlve  quality," 

The  results  of  the  change  were  what  might  bare  been 
expected.  Those  who  had  been  talcing  their  toddy  in  the 
form  of  old-style  Peruna  found  themselves  in  for  a  bad 
quarter  of  an  hour  when  they  attempted  to  obtain  the 
accustomed  stimulation  from  the  modified  Peruna,  to  which 
a  laxative  had  been  added.  The  sale  of  Peruna  diminished 
enormously.  Now  we  leam  from  the  newspaper  advertise- 
ments that  the  old-time  Peruna  ia  again  on  the  market  under 
the  name  Ka-tar-no.  A  booklet  is  issued  giving  some  of  the 
alleged  reasons  for  the  resurrection  of  the  old  Peruna.  With 
the  "patent- medicine"  makers'  belief  that  the  public  soon  for- 
gets and  is  easily  fooled  it  is  now  frankly  admitted  that 
the  reason  for  the  change  in  the  Peruna  formula  was,  to  use 
the  company's  own  words,  because  "the  government  decided 
that  Peruna  contained  too  great  a  percentage  of  alcohol  arid 
too  small  a  percentage  of  other  drugs  to  protect  it  from  misuse 
among  people  inclined  to  use  alcoholic  beverages."  To  quote 
further  from  Hartman'a  intereating  and  amuaing  booklet: 

"Dr.  Hartman  bas  always  been  a  strict  temperance  man  himself, 
and  when  the  government  propoelllon  was  made  to  him  that  he  must 
either   manufacture   and    sell    Peruna    as    an   alcoholic    beverage   or 
change  the  formula  he  was  shocked  bejond  all  measure.     ...     He    ' 
could  not  bring  blmself  to  engage  In  anything  that  looked  like  liquor 

In  spite  of  the  fact,  however,  that  "a  multitude"  of  Dr, 
Hartman'a  "grateful  friends"  had  desired  the  change  in  the 
Peruna  formula  it  seems  that  there  was  even  n  greater  multi- 
tude that  objected  to  it,  for  we  learn : 

"E^er  since  the  new  Pemna  was  offered  thousanda  of  people  who 
had  used  Peruna  as  a  family  mpdlolne  for  many  yeaca  began  to  com- 
plain of  the  change.  .  .  .  The  new  taste  acquired  by  additional 
drugs,  the  new  effect  that  (he  drugs  produced,  was  all  strange  and 
caused  them  to  hesitate  and  some  of  them  to  be  actually  afraid  to 
use  It.  Tbua  It  was  that  the  sale  of  the  new  peruna  fell  below  the 
sale  of  the  old  Peruna." 

The  many  requests  for  the  old-style  Peruna — combined 
doubtless  with  the  diminishing  sales  of  the  new  Peruna— 
have  had  their  effect  on  Dr.  Hartman  even  though  he  is 
"a  strict  temperance  man"  and  "was  shocked  beyond  meas- 
ure" by  the  government's  demand  tliat  he  put  medicine  in 
his  preparation. 

"The  coDlinuous  requests  Of  such  a  multitude  of  people  bave 
caased  him  to  relinquish  In  so  far  that  he  allows  the  old  Peruna 
(now  called  Ka-tar-nol  to  be  raanutactnred  and  sold  as  an  alcoholic 
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If  the  idea  ii  to  recuperate  the  failing  fortiioeB  of  Penma, 
we  predict  that  it  will  fail.  In  tlie  first  place,  Ka-tar-no 
cannot  be  sold  except  by  those  who  hold  a  liquor  dealer's 
lii'ptiHe.  This  means  that  those  who,  in  the  past,  faonestl; 
believed  that  Pemna  had  a  physiologic  action  other  than  that 
due  to  alcohol  will  now  know  better.  Those,  on  the  other 
hand,  who  used  to  purchase  Peruua  because  they  wanted 
alcohol  but  preferred  it  iu  the  form  of  "patent  medicine" 
rather  than  whisky,  will  be  unwilling  to  go  to  the  saloon 
or  retail  liquor  dealer  for  their  toddy.  The  attempt  to  resur- 
rect the  old  Peniua  is  foredoomed  to  failure.  Those  who  are 
honestly  opposed  to  the  use  of  alcohol  will  not  purchase  it; 
those  who  use  alcohol  surreptitiously  will  hesitate  to  go 
into  a  saloon  for  their  "medicine;"  those  who  want  alcohol 
and  frankly  admit  it  can  buy,  for  leas  money,  a  better  grade 
of  whisky  than  Ka-tar-no. 


THE    INDEPENDENT    PRESS 

We  have  before  UH  a  news  item  from  which  we  learn  tiiat 
Kfrs.  Murray  of  Roxbury,  Mass.,  is  asking  32,000  damages  for 
the  loss  of  her  hair.  About  a  year  ago,  so  the  newspaper  says, 
the  ladv  had  auburn  hair  that  reached  to  her  waist  she  used 
Dirts  Head  TVash  and  now  has  to  wear  a  wig  A\e  have 
before  us  also  a  large  advertisement  of  Birt  s  Head  Wash. 
These  two  facta  considered  individually  would  hardly  be  worth 
comment  the  element  of  interest  lies  in  their  relation  The 
newj  item  and  the  advertisement  both  appeared  in  the  same 
iiaue  of  the  newspaper — the  Boston  Eerald  In  these  days 
when  tt  IS  commonly  reported  that  news  is  modiiied  softened 
or  repressed  to  meet  the  real  or  ^uppo^ed  wishes  of  the  big 
adiertiser-f  it  seems  worth  while  to  call  attention  to  what 
might  otherwise  be  but  uninteresting  fact^  Such  episodes  help 
to  restore  pul  he  onfldente  in  the  press  they  also  make  for 
optimism  and  hopefulness  {Edttonal  irom  The  Journal  A. 
M   4    Jane  2(  1911  ) 

WHAT  THE  DRUGGIST  THINKS  OF  NOSTRUMS 
In  the  November,  1012,  issue  of  the  Druggists  Girottlar,  a 
high-class  and  independent  drug  journal,  an  editorial  appeared 
under  the  title  "Old  Nostrums  Pass  and  New  Ones  Appear." 
It  referred  specifically  to  an  old-time  nostrum  whose  birth, 
growth  and  demise  were  described  elsewhere  in  the.  same  issue. 
So  well  does  the  editor  express  the  attitude  of  the  con- 
scientious druggist  toward  the  nostrum  evil  that  it  seems  par- 
ticularly fitting  to  reproduce  the  editorial  as  tile  concluding 
■  article  in  this  book.   Here  it  is; 

"Certain  obvious  things  seem  never  to  impress  themselves 
upon  the  guzzler  of  nostrums,  so  perhaps  it  is  not  surprising 
that  it  does  not  occur  to  hitti  that  if  the  'patent  medicines'  of 
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a  past  generation  had  possessed  the  powers  claimed  for  them, 
they  would  continue  to  sell  when  no  longer  advertised,  or  at 
least  that  if  they  did  not,  it  would  lie  because  they  had  ban- 
ished sicknesB  from  the  earth.  Reasoning  by  analogy  he  might 
conclude  that  the  present-day  nostrums  will  drop  out  of  sight 
and  be  forgot  when  their  advertising— the  only  thing  which 
now  sustains  them — is  discontinued, 

"These  thoughts  came  to  mind  as  we  read  the  paper,  pub- 
lished elsewhere  in  this  issue,  on  the  career  of  a  druggist  who 
achieved  world-wide  fame  aa  a  nostrum  manufacturer.  Leas 
than  half  a  century  ago  this  man  was  selling  one  of  his  prepa- 
rations at  the  reputed  rate  of  something  like  a  million  dollars 
worth  a  jear.  There  is  no  record  that  the  remedy  ever  did 
what  its  label  and  the  circular  which  accompanied  it  claimed 
that  it  would  do,  although  doubtless  many  men  and  women 
wrote  testimonials  in  which  they  certified  that  it  had  cured 
them  of  all  manner  of  ills,  ranging  from  Bright's  disease  to 
consumption.  That  is  a  way  that  takers  of  'patent  medicines' 
have,  and  not  only  those  who  imbibe  'dope'  but  those  who  use 
utterly  inert  mechanical  appliances  as  well^so  great  is  the 
power  of  Buggeetion  and  so  ignorant  is  the  average  layman 
concerning  the  origin,  duration  and  cause  of  the  cessation  of 
the  disease  of  his  flesh. 

"In  another  generation  the  best  selling  'patents'  now  on 
the  market  will  probably  be  only  memories — if  that.  But 
there  are  always  fools,  and  there  are  always  plenty  of  people 
who  will  manage  by  some  means  to  aid  each  fool  to  part  with 
some  of  or  all  his  money,  so  there  seems  to  he  no  prospect 
that  the  near  future  will  see  us  rid  of  the  various  'fake'  pills, 
potions,  and  paraphernalia  now  olTered  to  the  people  as  means 
by   which   they   may   rid   themselves   of   their   multiform   ail- 

"Tha  best  selling  'patent'  of  yester-year,  the  one  which  was 
curing  chronic  troubles  after  doctors  had  failed— if  we  believe 
those  who  were  pushing  it — is  now  dead  stock  on  the  drug- 
gists' shelves,  and  a  new  cure-ail,  backed  by  extensive  publicity 
and  extolled  in  flamboyant  phrases,  is  sold  at  cut  rates  in  the 
department  stores  and  passed  over  the  druggist's  counter  at  a 
loss  to  him  of  actual  money  and  much  of  the  respect  of  dis- 
criminating people. 

"However,  pure  food  and  drugs  laws,  post-office  fraud  orders, 
the  taxing  ot  too  alcoholic  'bitters'  as  whisky,  exposes  in  the 
popular  periodicals,  the  teaching  of  hygiene  in  the  schools, 
and  other  causes  are  cooperating  to  bring  about  an  improvie- 
ment  of  conditions.  And  so  the  world  moves  on,  getting  a 
little  better  all  the  time  perhaps,  but  still  bad  enough  to  make 
some  of  the  weak-kneed  who  are  striving  tor  its  improvement 
to  become  so  discouraged  as  to  fall  by  the  wayside.  This  is  all 
the  more  reason  for  those  of  us  who  are  optimistic  to  hold  on 
to  what  we  have  accomplished,  and  to  strive  to  accomplish 
still  more." 
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Kitmcr'e  Inciiio  nHigh  cun.  4s't.  675 

oned»r  "««h  cuTP 48B 

OnbridiEc'i  luDR  Icihjc- 454 

Pipe's  cold  rompound 6W 

Fowcll-i  bulum  o[  uBigecd 4H 

Rh  cough  lynip 4W 

Rmcho'*  tmbrotatiun  467 

ntio't  llghtnlsg  CDURh  cun 4» 

Oiuvh  medicincit  dangen  of.. 45S 

('unlngbam,  W.  C tX 

I'lininRhiti)  compur   3K 

tioplinn  4M 

BIcni'»  ttmnb  440 

Bnnt'i  •Doihfiic  balm K& 

En-Ar-Co  nil    505 

GtdpWb  improved  compound  of 
saraaparllli    SW 

krnncKly'i  hcrculinc  Ionic '.  575 

Oiy-Tnnlc    "'.'."WV.'.W"'".'".]  tU 

Rxbm-i  microbe  killn 44T,  532 

Smith'*  quinineii  6S5 

Rulphume   418 

Culphurro  449 

Vilae-Ore   450 

ZjTiiiiloid    '.'."'.'."'.'."'.WW  45E 

Cum  lor  dnjnhennm.  drug  bibit, 

Oirry  'a'nra'mir'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.  544 

Curtis'  (Dr.)'  .'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.     21 
Cuij™™  rMolvCDt  501 

D.  D.  D.  remedy 468 

Daman,  jjentian  bltlcre 687 

nnminna  nrrvc  indjHirator 54J 

Da«dy  hrflwr  ' '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.  587 

Dantccni  ol  efiiiOs  mcHirinea 4?n 

Dsrwin  ■nrdiml  company Sflj 

Davia,  R.  W.,  ilruR  company Sol 

Dsy  (Dr.)   il 

Day,  B.  C.   811 

Dean.  Swift  A  company .SIR 

l>carbom  manulai'turiua;  ciimpany.  ttlS 
HcIUrlhe.  J Bw 

nedmond  miinly  company (Uo 

nelawnrc  ilruit  company 548 

Delia  Canon  romiuny Sli« 

TIelta  cbcmicBl  comiwny 190 

DoodoriiM  and  Rprm  killrr.  Riiypl- 

iin 6S8 

RcrhMihIr*.  I_   MeK 212 

n«  BriMy,  F.  T e.'-iS 


De  Wttfa  atomacb  bitten H; 

Diabelei  am*  Itt 

Aotidiabeticwn    451 

Diibetol    <5B 

Dlll'i  diabetic  mixture ««3 

Diabetic  Oour,   Acme sn 

Diabetol    tSB 

Didier'    biltcra    BSt 

mila  diabetic  miitim tCS 

Diphtheria  cute*  4M 

Hanrwk'i  liquid  aaliAiu aa 

Hdperian   tooic   4M 

Humbug  oil Me 

Uuco^wnt     5G4 

Rathbum'*  ifmcdjr  ....... ^......  40< 

Dliie  fever  and  pain  powder.......  57? 

Doane,   (Dr.)    H 

Dun'*  kidner  pilk fiU,  611.  »T 

I>oble.    A.    H »i 

Dodge,    and    conpuy fS) 

Doline   (Dr.)    :.     J2 

Don   kola    isa 

Dozicr'a  app]«  bitten 587 

Dr.  Brown'a  BlaiAbenr  OonHal...  5ST 
Biown'a  Tonic  Bitten 5ST 

Beiselt'i  >lagea   Bitten SK 

Fowler'a  Ueat  and  Halt 5n 

Gray'i  Tonic  Bitten ai 

Hodenbach  Stomadi  Bitten Sti; 

Hopkin'a  Union  Stomach  Bitten.  SST 
Hoffman'a  Golden  Bitten SH; 

Sterki'e  Ohio  BIttrn'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.  K7 
Sherman'!    Peniviaa    T\mic    and 

Syatematlier   567 

Worme'a  GeaundheJt  Bitten !*T 

Duke   (Dr.) jj 

Drake'a  grrman  lyrup ten 

Diake'i  plantation  blttei» SK 

DtuRgiBla  and'  noelnim* CO! 

Druita  and  fondi,  miahnnded Gil 

compound  oxygen  ..............1110 

Morphrna-cun  "!"!'.!!""""!!!  IK 

St.    James'   Kdety SX 

Btamn     M» 

Tucker'*     MS 

Waterman  inatitute  CT 

Woods.  E.  J Sin 

Dubonnet   '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.  »7 

Dubonnet  wine  58: 

Ducro'a   alimentary  elixir SK 

Duffy'a  malt  wbidiey M,  Js: 

Dupui*.  D.  8 flS.  JSe 

Duianims,    fnteraily  of am 

Duianims,  vow  of an 

Dynr,  A.  a 11 

Dye'i,  J.  H.,  mediral  inititate....  !» 

R.  7..  laxative  bitter 5S7 

Kame'a  tonic  headache  waleis its 

Rut    (Dr.)    •! 

Eau  euhllme  tsn 

Eiti  sublime  hair  dye 511 


li^nnntein,  G.  W. .""f.™  .  °''.'' 

Ednrdi  ud  Cimpbrll . . . . , 

EfyPliin     drodoriur     and     tcm 

Eorpl i«n  oil." 'tiVwiri! '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'".'. 
EUert's  fitnct   of    tar  and   wild 

diwry    

Kldcr'B  «1i«nt«l  lobarco  (pKlOc. 

Eliiir  u(  bltliT"irinc!.'!!;! !!!!!!!! 

Elixir  nf   culiufa 

Eliiir  ol  niliara  barii 

Eliilr,    cipii-hidu   

ElliJr  ot  rod   llvn  oil 

t^mbrjr,  B.  E 

Emfrgmcr   luboralorin    

Eirwy-Coderrc's  [nlaafa  ijrup.... 
EmnwTt  proprkt*!]'  company,  548. 

En-Af-Co   oil'  '...'.'.'.'. 

Eno'*    fruit    nit 

EnteroDol     ...-....,..,,.........-. 

EpIleiMy   cnire,    Lindley's 

Pe<*ls|a 

Trmch'a     i 

Epileplic  loMitutc  CHnpany..  S4EI, 

Epp-o-tone     

Eidtnaon    (Dr.)     

Ettrclla  dr!  Dorte 

Eucalyptug  cordial    

Eunka   ilonuifh   billcn 

Eipcctonnt.  Jnyne'i  

Eyelln    

ETviln    company .................. 

Eye   remedy.    Mnrine 

Eye  mht,    Petit'a 

E^-Z-fi«     I 

Ferro-china  nrliri   tonic   bitten.. 

ctlro  bitter*  

ontumbl*    

Ideal     

Mliia     

Illo  m      ' 

Figa.    lynip    of 

Fine  Did  bmir*wine!!!!!!! 
FIteti  remedy  company.... 
Filch  rheumatic  cure 

remedy    company^!;;;.'!!; 

Flint,  Or.    

Flomey,  T.  N 

Folger'a  arnmitic  biiUri'!'. 
Foodi  and  dru|s,  misbrandei 

Food  and  drufra  act^   how  j 

Food   praerralirn   molding 

Ion  on  

Food-lonlca    

Anllneuraathln     

Foo«,    A.    P." '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. 

Foot    Dnili.    MaKlr 

-    Fore*  of  Life  ChemiMl  Ciir 


FqMer,  K.  r.  and  E.  J 55a 

Dr.  Fowler's  meat  and  malt GST 

Prain,  A.   K.  and  M.  J Ill 

Fnnro- American     chemical     oom- 

Franta.  J.' >"!!"!!.'!!!".';"!!!!!  54« 

Fnlemilaa    duunlmx Sa 

Freckle  ointment.  Derry'a 577 

Frederick  Stearrw  and  company...  filO 

Frcidnian.  II US 

Fruitola    470 

Funny- how -quick  headache  eure..-  fi4A 

Funt   Brothcia    334 

Fahruey'i  teething  ^rup 4es,  517 

Falllng'B  headache  powder MS 

Fllling-nellia  drug  company StB 

"  ■  ■      I.   A,,  company 540 

one-minute  headache  cure..  540 
welner  blttere  587 

arelti    '.['.'.W'.""'  gii 

Day,  a  c.  an 

Miller.  C.  B 2» 

Milchella  Ciimpound  2M 

Mother-a   friend 531 

Yale'i    ftoitcura 58. 

Viivl    tss 

Femet-carliai  fernet  hillen 587 

Ferro-chlna  berna    587 

Ferro    china 574 

baacai     587 

bfwleri     687 

blotlo     587 

dl    carlo 588 

Fruitola    '.  4T9 

•byfi   4«S 

Gardner.  E 810 

Oardner'a    remediee 88» 

Oaslmpohan    588 

Gallin    Inalitute 1145 

Oaiivfn,   J.    A IM 

Oearan.   j'"p "^"^".'.'.V.'.'.'.V.  5tr, 

aearan  headache  powdcn 545 

Oenml  drug  company 509 

Gentian   blllerg Sgg 

Genuine    hcihrmian    malted    bitter 

wine  tnnlc 588 

Germ  killer  and  dcodoriier.  Egyp- 

Rerman  headache  povirn.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.',  .570 
Oemian  alomacb  bilteri!!!!!!!!!"  5SS 

tonic  blltcrs sm 

GelainBer.  E.  C.    15f. 

llrtwell   tablets 501 

(Tinner  tonic  MS 

r,in--iii[-Kin     .1311 

Gin-Bcnu-gtn   company tUVS 

Olroeng  cordial  SSa 

Globe      pliarmaccutical    "<«mpany 

Gloria"  toiic![!!;!!i:!!;!:!;;!.....'flM 

I Coi,)'^lc 


Wodfre)''!     purdiil « 

GoldbfW,  8,  1 

Quad  WDTk'in  Ni>rth  Dakota!!!!!!!  a 

Gnoan  mnlini  roirpniv K 

Oowin  ptifumuniH  nirr..   166,  ««,  K 

tlmlum,    G 6«,  SI 

(inhain  brand  oraBitc  bitten St 

Cinham    dandrull    cure Si 

(!«VM,    W.    H 21 

Unyili.n.  T.   W I 

unaiurllU    ffi 

tlreiTie,  K.  B..  medicine  compiny.  a 

<irpen'9  chill  tonic St 

Ureiner's  litackbmr  cordial H 

Qciffin.  w.  M."".!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  s; 

Griflllh,    E.    H I 

Orifflthi,    A.    B 204,  *; 

Gngg.  B.  C II 

Orvm  BitH.'  blood  ind  llnr  tonic  S 

fiuertin,    A.    L SI 

Guild,  H.  M a: 

Guild  mnipau)' 3J0.  e^ 

Guilmard,  H 400.  S< 

Gun   Wa 

H.  H.  H.  medicine Bl 

Hairlcm  oil  capnilei S 

lUbltlna    194,  « 

AirnfK'i  powder    !!!!... ..,41 

Arnold  couBh  killer !  41 

Bosrhce  German   ayrup tl 

Brou'i    injcctkin H 

Captol     V 

Carney  common  ienac  cure « 

<\ico-ttiia  !!!!!!!!!!!!!!  4i 

C.ilwell  EKVplian  oil V 

make  Ocrman   cronp  remed)'...  II 

Fotirney   teething  syrup 41 

Godfrey  cordial.. 41 

HaWtina     !!!.!!!!.!  4i 

Harrisnn  opium  eliilr 41 

Hooprr    anodyne 41 

Jame*  unoihlnK  aynip 41 

JajMie  ripectorant V 

■  Hjpilre  compound  eilrpct  henne  i( 

Mexican  oil 1) 

Muffet   iecthlna 4i 

One  dav  couvh  cure 41 

Petit  eye  naive 41 

I'irrce  mwrt   weed 4) 

Heial   elii.'leraei'ire!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  4t 
Shiloh     cure 41 

nmipound     4i 

Toiwly  «ner7jlc»  enuH 4) 

THberclne   41 

W.ilkin   anorlyrie. ..!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  i( 

WriRht  ii»t{io(  rcliel., .!!!!!!!!!  4t 

Uteeman,   H.  and  W 3t 

Hair,  B.  W 51 


Hair^^,l-c».     etc 

Birt't  hMd  WHh 

Caetico  hair  grower.., 

Kua   Subii'iiieV,'.".'.'.".".'.'.' 
Farr^B  gny  hair  re«toi 

Pntter-a  hiIouI  juirei 

Hair  Tffltorer.  Farr's  Rra 
Hair  tonic,   i'ate'a  eiceL 

Hale,    W.   H 

Hale.  Dyar  and  Regiater, 

Hall.    F 

Hall,  O.  F. 

Halt,    B.    McIL 

Hall.  T.  P..,. 
Hamilton    dlqi 

Hamtin-a  wiBn_    _ 

Hancock'i  liquid  aulphnr i 

HanKHi.  E.  P. ] 

Hannlul  effccla  of  acelanllid.  inli- 

pyrin  and  acetpbenelidln < 

Harper,  R,  N | 

Hlrper'a  brain  food I 

Harper'a  cuforhedake  brane  fade.,  i 

Harriet    Met> < 

Harriman,  J.,  drur  coflipaay j 

Harria.  H.  L ( 

Harrii'   lithia  water | 

Hanimn'a  opium  elixir < 

llarriKin'a  quinine  Ionic 1 

Hartmann,    Dr 4 

Hartwelt,  A.  D.  and  H.  V 1 

Homer.  W.  J 1 

Ilawley'a''deTi'«f,'.'.V.'.'.'.'.' .'.'.'.' .".'....  1 
Hay    feyer    and    catarrh    remedy, 

Rjno'i  ! 

Kay*«,  C.   E. 4 

Hayea,    E.    D !M,  ! 

Haja.  P,  H I 

Hayman,    F !!!.!!'.!!!!!!!',!  ( 

Head  waah,  Blrt'a t 

Health  graini ( 

Health    gralna  company ( 

Headirfie-eurei    < 

acelphenviidln     i 

ammon  phenyl    i 

anadol   I 

analginc  tableta    I 

antipyrin  .,!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  i 

Break  rp-The' Grip     tablcis I 

Bromo-fetirin     1 

hronwaellier     t 

Burwell'B    I 

Chlndler'a    buiti^ns f 

Dixie  fever  and  pain  powder I 

FaillhK'a  headadtr  powder,...,.,  I 
Kalek'i   one-minute I 

nan  nit : 

fimnyhow.quick  1 

Gennn   headache  povden 9 


KfphaloM    

Klckapoo  cnush  rurr 

Kfckiipoo     lodlMn    medicine    ^ni' 

KfddT^  'v.','^!ompl^Br'■'^V^'■'.'.'■'■'. 

Kidney   cure 

DiMn'i  _ SI*. 

ul'iilj^un't   ^.... ..'.'*."".'.'.'.".....' 

Veno-a  ■aw«ed'ton'ic!wi"!l!!!! 

Kldnitrell   ^i!'.I!'.'.!!'!i! 

Kilkle.    (Dr.) 

KiltiKC^  Indian  cougft  cnre..  454, 

Kilmer  Mid  compuiiF 

Klniolqr,   0.    C 

KInnr,  H.  E 

Kinnr  mnlldiie  mmpuny 

Kinne-aiure  headache  cure 

Kintho  beatitr  cream   

Kline,    (Dr.)    

Klinr,  R.  II..  cnmpaiiT 

Klinea  (treat  nnrc  mtmtt 

Knapp   medical    compm]' SK, 

Kmi.  J.   A 

Kn'ix'a  head-Kko  powden 

Ko.ca-pma    

Knca  nuU   

Kodal     lableta     

Kopchl,  V.  md  campanr 

Koehler'a    headache    pondm 

aloinicli  bitten 

Korhti.  Dr.   

K..lilei»'    antldnte 

K"hnMamm,"  P."  .!?.."'..!!!!!!!! 

Kiiknmo  Rirdlclnc  company  

Kola  and  cclny  bitten 

i(..li.Bde   cn'iii'iwiiy' !;'.'.!!'.'.!" !!!'.; 
Koll  ciirdiaL  Nichol'a  compound.. 

Kola    wine 

Kurp'i  haby-i  tricnd    

K.B  liola    

Kitfhott  laboratory - 

K.ilBlko     

Kmiil-rrKcr'i  tlnmach  bittrra 

Kruinmera  bonekamp  masR  bitten 

Kunil'Tt    company 

KulnoH-,  S."!!"^II!i!!!I"i!"li^i 

Kutnov  brothrn.   Ltd 

Kulnnw*!  powder 

Kjilnm    

Lahnralory,  plapac  

LalHiralory,   Au>(rian    

IdeviHin.  A.   M..  and  cunipany... 
Lunihert  phamiacal   and  diemtcal 

LanibiTfa  viaivt'^  ".'.'.'.'.'.'..'.'.'. 

I.aMi>tte  Save  

Une'a  calanli  and  cold  cure 

Ijinipl-.n.    H.    H.    

UinKhani,   J.   D-    

IjiTini.  r 


boro   pcpain    t 

eaatoria     i 

caator  oil  pill I 

Eno'a  fruit  aalt  I 

pur^n I 

Leach,    L.    T SS,    a,  t 

Leach,    W.    A t 

Leach  cancer  cure  

iH'a  celehnicd  atomadi  blttera..  I 

Lehh  and  Flak    < 

Lrtiman-Roeenfcld  coDipanr   ! 

Leipaic    doclora    --...,.. J 

Lehka  atomadi  blttera I 

Lemkc,  A.  J.,  medidn*  campuir.  i 

Lemon  ginger  I 

Lealle'i   weekly 1 

Letter,  broken,    guild   cvmpany < 

medical   mailing  liat  oimpuy..  t 

Leiington  drug  and  diemlcti  coBk- 

Lindley't    ^ilepiy    remedy S 

Linda^.  J.  C,  and  company i 

Lintott,  J.  E t 

Liquid   life    ... 
Liquid  Bulphur, 

Llnrine    

Lloj-d,  J.  Q 

Lloyd'i  apeclUc 

Lombardo,  J.  L 

Lombardo'a  Id  Toaca  hair  tooli 

Londundeny   llthta  inter.. 

Landondcrry    lithla    qirinK    Ira 

,  Lowe.  W.  H.,  company '.'.','. 

Lung  germlne   

Lung  ayrup,  Victor"*  

Lutz  atomach  bitla*   

Ijiinr     

Lymphol     , 

Lron'a  atomach  MttM   

MicArthur,  R.   S.    

Mae  Edna  Wilder  

Magador  bitten  

Magen  Uttea   

Hagic  loot  draft* 

Magic  rcguUloB  

Magiatral  chemical  company. .. 
Uagulrc'a  compound  extnct  h«i 

Mailing  liat,  gett(i«  a 

Mailorder  medical  concern  ... 

Interstate  remedy   company.. 

Rainey  ntediurcompany"  i '.  i ! 

SamueU.    "Prof."    

Socletr  of  nBivenat  acience... 

Van    Ryiterretd    medtdDe    co 

P»ny  

Make-man    lahleta   

MalWy,  II.   a. I 

Manana   gluten  bmUail  ti»d., 

ManoU    

Manola  company 

Harjorie   Hamilton  obadty   eun 
Maik'a  famous  atomach   bitten. 


Powcll'i  balum  ot  anlseal lEl 

Pmfriptlon-rikca    828 

pound    St3 

kardme  ess 

kugoa  eei 

Idiot Vti 

niH^toDe   ..,...,...,. 0S3 

msrcollKd  wax  «a3 

pamoti*  A3I 

tons  cgmpiund"!."!!!!!!!!!"!!  687 

vlUne  powder   826 

virgin  oil  of  pine «S1 

Pnservatlves,  food,  molding  opin- 

Pren,  independent  Bee 

Fre«a-cllpplngB  iDd  noatrum  enter- 

prtae  888 

PreBton'a  hed-ake  bSS 

Prewitl.  R.  C IM 

deatnaa    207 

ProtectlTe  lUBocIation,  advetti»R'.  SSg 

Prolone  SST 

PBJohio  world   335 

Fallte'RlchaTdHon    cbsmical    com- 

Pure  food  law,  ne  atn  IDod  and 
Pore  food  law,  bow  it  protects iSTl 

Quacka,  mnadence  of 8mA 

Quinln  whiskey  BOT"^ 

^jnqulna   Dobonaet 5B8 

Radama  microbe  killer 4TT,  BX3 

Radi™lplio  .„ 62 

brew  82,  568 

cancer  cure      62,  568 

Bldot  80,  BS9 

Ralney,  J    U  277 

Ralne)'  medicine  company 2V7 

RataCon'g  acme  diabetic  Hour GTS 

RalBton  health  breakfast  foods 8T» 

RalSton's  select  bran ST9 

Ramon's  pepsin  headae he  cure 649 

Ranuej',  E.  W.  46 

RatKbun,  a.  11 i66 

Rathbun'a  remedy   486 

Dr.  RatCinser'a  bitten K? 

Raymond  and  company 68» 

Raymond'a  peetoral  plistere 6B9 

Raynor,  H.  C 268 

medical  company   SM.  38ft 

Red    line    wheat    company,    bohe> 

mlsn  OBla  and  121 

Red  raven  889 

Reed,   A.   S 602 

Register,  R U 

Reinhardt,  F,   A.  H 364 

L.  J.  M.,  W.  A.  and  W.  F 385 

Rengo    387 

Rwinol 613 

Hutor-all    S2 


Re-vea-to    18 

Rex  cough  syrup *t 

Rex  ginger   H 

Rex  ginger  and  biaodr  tonic H 

Rexll  cholers  cure It 

beadachc  wafers   U 

saiHparilia  tonic  61 

Reynolds,  J.  U IS 

Rheiostrnm's  stomach  bitters Be 

Rbeumatism-curcB    K 

CaldweU's    K 

Gloria  Voni'e";!;!;;;!!;)';;!!!!!;  6! 

Magic  foot  drafts 6! 

TarU^hlne  "!'.l!"."li!!'.'.!".!  8! 

Rice,   W.  a.   (1 

Rice  rupture  cure 41 

RichsrA,   H.    n 

Riley's  kidney  cure 6S 

RimaoFO  nMlto«)ve  rino  chino ...  S 

Roberta,  C.  &  :...  11 

Roberta,  J.  W M 

Robinson,  A 2f 

A.  E 2t 

Rockandy  cough  cure. .............  6E 

Roman  solvene  laboratory.........  4( 

RoDKTo  diiig 'company Sf 

Bosolio    » 

Royal   tlthia  "water!!!!!!'.!!'.!!!l!l  5f 

Royal  petain  atomach  bitten H 

Royal  papain  tuilc GE 

Ruffner.  J.   M.    86 

Rupture- curca    41 

Stuart's  plaa-tr-pads  41 

RiHkin  induslrial  guild 1! 

BtBtin  university  1! 

Ryno,  E.  H 5! 

^^edy''...!'"^..™....'!'..".  K 

.Sabine's  blackberry  soothing  drops  U 

Safe  cure,   Warner's 61 

Sage,  X.  La  M 4C 

St.  Jamea  society  drug  cure Ei 

St.  Louis  sanitarium  company 4 

St.   Luke's  hoMiilal S 

8t.    Luke's  society IS 

St   Paul  aaaodatlnn IE 

St.    Rafael  quinquina » 

Salacetin    « 

Sal  hepatica 6J 

Sal    lithin    « 

Salts.    German   aeldllti 6e 

Samuels,   H » 

Sanstogen    n 

Ssoatoliums  and  the  acetanllid  ha- 
bit      K 

Sanatorium,  Parkview  51 

Sanche,   H W 

Sanln-Gescllschaft    tt 

Sanitarium,   St.   Louis 1 

SaniUrium  Company,  St.  Louis...    4 
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PAMPHLETS  ON 

MEDICAL  FAKES  and  FAKERS 

Consumption  Curo  Fakes 

Tbe  tea  different  preparations  dlacuBBed  In  this  pamphlet  were  origl- 
natly  dealt  witb  Id  Tbb  Jodbnal  oI  the  Ametkan  Medical' Association. 
Ths  matter  has  been  somewhat  elaboraled,  aereral  lUustratlonB  added 
and  tbe  whole  reprinted  and  attiactlrelf  ttound  in  stiff  paper  cover. 
The  various  fakes  dealt  with  are ; 

Alctol  (Lloyd)  *  Intentatlonal  IntUtutt  • 

Satnre't  Creation  '  Lung  Qermine  ' 

J.  iOMTenoe  Hill,  U.D.*  Tonkermaita't  "TuberouUixi/me"* 

Bojt't  Cure  WiUon't  Cure 

BartoUn  Oxidase — Oleoxone — Bvdrooine  • 


Cancer  Fakes 

The  United  States  government  has,  within  the  last  two  or  three  years. 
Investigated  ■  nnmber  of  concerns  eiploltlng  so-called  cares  (or  cancer. 
In  practically  every  case  these  companies  have  been  declared  {randalent 
and  the  use  of  the  United  States  malls  denied  them.  This  pamphlet 
contains  the  exposes  oI  the  loUowlng  concerns : 

SitpnY  IPellt  ■  Dr.  ana  Ure.  Cliamlee  i  <7#.* 

a.  It.  Carry '  B.  F.  Bi/«     1 

Ore.  UUeer^*  W.  O.  Bue    [■• 

Tota-AlnoTJient  Company  •  Ij,   T.  Leach  J 


Medical  Institutes 

Some  of  tbe  cruelest  traads  perpetrated  by  quacks  are  those  carried 
on  under  the  name  of  Uedlcal  Institutes,  This  pamphlet  deals  wltb 
three  fraudi  ot  this  kind— 


Convictions  Under  the  Food  and  Dru^  Act 

The  convIcCIOfia  that  the  government  has  obtained  agalUBt  the  adul- 
terators of  drugs  and  similar  preparations  ace  described  technically  In 
official  documeata  known  as  "Notlcea  of  Judgment."  One  hundred  and 
forty-eight  of  these  cases  are  here  abstracted  in  popular  form. 


Prices  of  any  of  these  four  pamphlets,  assorted  as  desired : 
0  cents;  Ave  copies,  25  cents;  ten  copies,  40  cents;  twenty-fl 
T5  ceutB. 

Stamps  acceptable  (or  amounts  under  fifty  cents. 


Medical  Fakes  and  Fakers— (ConUined) 


A  friQdatent  and  wortblegg  cure  (or  drunlieBDeiB. 

BuwtofMi 

Cottaie  cheese  ■>  aa  eliitr  of  life. 


A  fcBndalent  "congumptlon  core." 

Dr*  Bruiuiwn 

A  "cure  lor  dcafncH"  fraud  In  Kansas  CIt;.  Mo. 

RnrliM  Et*  RemadT 

The  modera  Colonel  Seltera. 

Mra.  Cora  B.  HUlar 

A  mall-order  ineillol  (rand  Id  Kokomo,  Ind. 

Cuiwgia  UnfT«rsttT 

A  (randulent  "icliaol"  tbaC  Bells  dlplomaa  (or  fHO. 

Fmlm  Gall-Stom  Cnfm 

"BYultola"  aod  "Mayr's  Stomacb  Remed;." 

Car«an'«  Taiapla  of  Hwdth 

A  Kaosaa  City  faker;. 

Stnart'a  Plaa-TWPads  and  3.  B.  L.  Caaude 

Two  fraudulently  exploited  mechanical  derlcea. 

Wooda'  Coraa  for  Drinldnf  and  Smdditi 

A    pair  of  InternslloDal   fakes  fraudulently  sold. 

Tha  Bartha  C  Daf  Companr 

A  mBll-order  medical  cancern  of  Fort  Wayne.  Ind. 

The  Intaratata  Ramadr  Company 

A  mail-order  fake  with  a  "free  recipe"  ball. 

The  Oxrdonar  and  Similar  Fekaa 

The  gas-pipe  therapy  frauda. 

Praaa  Afanta  and  Preaarvatlvaa 

Qow  the  borax  trust  tries  to  mold  pnblle  oplalon. 

Van  Byatarcald  Hadldna  Company 

A  fraudulent  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  concern. 

Amarican  CoIla|«  of  Hachano-Tharapy 

A  correspondence  school  of  '.'curative  mechanics." 

Harfoiia  Hamilton's  Obealty  Cnr« 

A  widely  advertised  fat-rednctlon  humbug. 
Dr.  Ttimor'a  Obaalty  Cura 
Another  fraudulent  fat-teducttOD  "treatment," 
KaUou'*  Franda 

Some    an II -tat    and    and-lean    preparations 


oBtpald.     Stamps  acceptal)le  for  a 


The  Great  American  Fraxid 

Bv  Samuel  Hopkins  Adams. 

Articles  on  the  Nostrum  Evil  nrd   Quacks.     Fully  Illustrated. 
Reprinted  from  CoUier's  Weekly.    Both  series  under  one  eover. 


Contents: 


THE   NOSTRUM   KVIL 
I.  Introduction 
II.  Peruna  and  the  Bracers 

III.  Liqu ozone 

IV.  The  Subtle  Poisons 
V.  Preying  on  Incurables 

V],  The   Fundamental   Fakea 


QUACKS  &  QUACKERY 
I.  The  Sure-Cure  School 
11,  The  Miracle-Workers 

III.  The  Specialist  Humbug 

IV.  The  Scavengers 


Among  the  subjects  discussed  are:  Preying  on  the  Incurables, 
Miracle  Workers,  Sure  Cure,  The  Specialist  Hurabug,  the  "Patent 
Medicine"  Conspiracy  Against  the  Freedom  of  the  Press,  Strictly 
Confidential,  the  Treatment  Accorded  Private  Letters  by  the  Nos- 
trum Manufacturers,  Peruna,  etc.,  etc. 

The  analyses  of  many  patent  medicines  are  written  out  in  simple 
language  and  in  several  instances  are  explained  by  illustration, 
80  that  their  fraudulent  composition  will  be  easily  understoo<| 
and  indelibly  fixed  in  the  mind. 


05  Illustrations.     172  1 


Stamps  are  acceptable 

1   Copy,   postpaid 

5  Copies,       "  ....;,. 


The  following  prices  do  not 

include  express  or  freight 

charges. 

50   Copies $  2.00 

100       "       4,0(1 

500       '■        la.ffO 


Cloth    Bound   Edition 

This  edition  is  issued  in  permanent  and  attractive  form,-  bound 
in  red  cloth,  semi-limp — white  lettering. 

I  copy,  postpaid $0.25 

5  copies,  postpaid  1.00 

Over  5  copies  {F.  O.  B.  Chicago)  each   0.18 


The  Propaganda  for  Reform  in 
Proprietary  Medicines 


[Retbnth  Edition] 


From  time  to  lime  The  Joubxal  has  printed  the  reports  of 
the  investigationg  of  the  Couneil  on  Pharmacy  and  Chemistry,  and 
also  other  matters  relating  to  the  question  of  proprietary  med- 
icinea  not  directly  connected  with  the  work  of  the  Council, 

Requests  have  been  received  repeatedly  for  this  or  that  Dumber 
of  The  Jol'bnal  containing  an  article  on  the  subject,  and  as  it 
was  impoBHible  to  furnish  many  of  the  copies  asked  for,  it  was 
thought  best  to  collect  most  of  the  matter  and  issue  it  in  reprint 

Such  mixtures  as  Antikamnia.  Fhenalgin,  Thialion,  Salacetin, 
etc.,  were  subjected  to  special  investigation  by  the  Council  and 
its  report  published  for  the  information  of  the  profession.  Many 
,of  the  more  widely  advertised  proprietary  products  have  been 
analyzed  by  chemists  under  the  direction  of  the  Council  and  the 
reports  of  their  examinations  have  been  published  in  this 
pamphlet. 

After  reading  the  reports  published  in  this  Propaganda  physi- 
cians will  realize  the  value  and  efficacy  of  simple  scientific  com- 
binations of  the  United  States  Pharmacopeia  and  National  For- 
mulary preparations  as  compared  with  ready-mnde,  unstable  and 
inellicient  proprietary  articles, 

PRICF,S 

Paper  cover  . . ,  ,, 15  cents 

Cloth  F^ition : .  -35  cents 

Sent  by  mail,  prepaid,  on  receipt  of  price. 
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"NOSTRUMS  AND  QUACKERY" 

[Second  Edition] 

For  some  years  The  Joubnal  of  the  Americ&n  MctUcal  Asso- 
ciation htLB  publiflhed  articles  dealing  with  quackery  and  the 
"patent  medicine"  evil.  Moat  of  the  expoa£s  liave  been  the  result 
ot  the  work  done  by  The  Jolbnai.  and  the  Chemical  Laboratory 
of  the.  American  Medical  ABaocialion.  While  the  claims  and 
methctds  of  the  medical  fakirs  have  been  investigated  and  exposed 
by  The  Joubnax,  the  Association's  chemists  have  analyzed  the 
various  preparations  put  out  by  these  concerns  and  thus  made 
plain  the  fraudulence  and  speciousness  of  their  claims.  . 
,  Full  reports  have  also  been  published  of  the  splendid  work 
done  by  the  federal  government  both  through  the  agency  ot  the 
post-office  fraud  order  and  by  the  enforcement  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act. 

Similar  data . furiiished  by  the  state  authorities  have  also  been 
drawn  on  and  work  done  In  Europe  along  the  same  lines  has 
been  used. 

All  this  matter  was  brought  together,  elaborated,  freely  illus- 
trated and  supplemented  wilh  additional  information  on  the 
same  subjects  to  make  the  book  "7\'oatTums  and  Quackery."  It 
was  published  in  the  belief  not  only  that  the  information  ought 
to  go  to  the  public  but  also  that  the  public  desired  just  such 
information.  The  best  evidence  thai  this  belief  wa:s  justified  is 
the  necessity  of  issuing  a  second  edition  in  less  than  a  year. 
The  second  edition  is  larger  by  about  two  hundred  pages  and  has 
more  than  one  hundred  additional  illustrations.  Much  entirely 
new  matter  has  been  added  and  a  large  portion  of  the  material 
that  appeared  in  the  first  edition  has  been  brought  down  to 
date.  The  distinguishing  features  of  "Nostrums  and  Quackery" 
are  the  thoroughness  with  which  the  work  has  been  done  and  the 
accuracy  of  the  information  it  gives.  It  has  been  made  even 
more  valuable  by  the  addition  of  an  index  that  makes  it  a  veri- 
taltle  "Who's  Who  in  Quackdoni."    Some  of  the  subjects  are: 

Part  1 — Quackery 

Advertising  Specialists    Deafness  Cures  Mecbanical  Fakes 


Mail-Order  Concenia        Obesity  Cures 

Part  2— Nostrume 


.  Part  3 — Hiscellaneoits 

CoDfldence  at  Quacks       Fake  Colleges 

Thj«  book  it  Ueueil  tn  a  pfrmanenl  and  attra 
daric  green  cloth,  ttamped  in  gold.  Uore  tlian 
illuitraUone. 

Price,  11.50. 
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